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RIGINAL. 


GREETING. 


With  this  issue  we  commence  another  volume,  the  thirty-second 
of  the  combined  series.  Our  friends  will  be  pleased  to  know  that 
we  have  more  than  held  our  own  during  the  past  year.  We  appre- 
ciate the  kind  words  of  satisfaction  with  our  course,  which  we  have 
received.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  there  are  now  two  week- 
lies and  three  monthlies,  all  depending  for  support  upon  the  mem- 
bership of  our  church,  The  Reformed  Presbyterian  and  Cove- 
nanter evidently  supplies  a  want  not  otherwise  supplied. 

Our  course  in  the  future  will  not  differ  from  that  in  the  past. 
We  shall  endeavor  to  be  true  at  all  times  and  under  all  circum- 
stances to  the  great  principles  which  we  as  a  church  maintain.  In 
regard  to  those  matters  respecting  which  it  is  natural  there  will  be 
differences  of  opinion,  we  shall  accord  to  others  the  same  liberty 
we  claim  for  ourselves.  We  shall  endeavor  to  give  promptly  the 
items  of  interest,  especially  with  reference  to  our  own  church  and 
her  work,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  We  ask  pastors,  clerks  and 
missionaries,  to  cooperate  with  us  that  our  readers  may  be  kept 
well  informed  as  to  what  is  being  done. 

There  are  many  homes  into  which  none  of  our  church  periodicals 
find  an  entrance.  The  effect  can  only  be  hurtful.  Children  thus 
left  in  ignorance  of  the  church's  work  cannot,  when  they  become 
men  and  women,  be  otherwise  than  indifferent  to  her  claims.  Is  it 
asking  too  much  of  our  patrons  that  they  make  an  earnest  effort  to 
have  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  and  Covenanter  introduced 
into  every  such  home  with  which  they  are  acquainted  ? 

We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  many  of  our  subscribers  pay 
promptly.  Others  are  not  so  prompt,  while  still  others  fall  far  in 
arrears.  We  suggest  that  it  would  be  a  most  excellent  way  to 
'•lose  the  old  year  and  a  most  excellent  preparation  for  a  good  begin- 
ning of  the  new,  if  each  would  look   at   the  tab   on   the   magazine, 
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and,  if  delinquent,  forward  before  the  opening  of  1894  the  amount 
that  is  due.     "  Owe  no  man  anything  but  to  love  one  another." 

To  our  subscribers,  one  and  all,  we  wish  a  happy  and  prosperous 
new  year.  God  alone  knows  the  future.  May  he  be  so  present 
with  each  that  when  we  shall  be  called  to  appear  before  him  we 
shall  not  be  ashamed. 


THE    ULTIMATE    SOURCE   OF   NATIONAL    AUTHORITY.* 


BY  PROF.    D.    B.    WILL80N. 


By  authority  here,  I  understand  legal  or  rightful  power.  Bv 
national  authority  then,  is  meant  the  power  rightfully  exercised  in 
the  nation,  the  legitimate  power  in  the  nation.  The  inquiry  is  as 
to  the  source  of  this  national  authority.  Whence  is  it  derived? 
The  inquiry  goes  to  the  limit  and  asks,  what  is  the  ultimate  source 
of  national  authority  ? 

When  one  looks  over  the  history  of  the  world,  it  must  be  said, 
that  the  question  of  the  source  of  national  authority  has  tro  .■.-■ 
the  government  of  the  world  but  little.  Power  has  been  exei  *.■ 
there  have  been  strong  governments,  world-wide  empires,  ■i,i" 
massive  aggregated  armies,  to  do  their  bidding.  Yet  while  hero 
and  there  some  thought  has  been  given  to  the  question  of  rightful 
power,  the  people  were  not  occupied  with  the  inquiry.  They  knew 
the  government  as  a  power,  and  to  this  they  bowed,  of  necessity, 
might  stilling  all  questions  as  to  right. 

But  the  movements  of  these  later  centuries  have  affected  the 
people,  and  thought  is  active  in  a  spirit  of  deep  inquiry  as  to  all 
questions  that  relate  to  man  ;  and  this  question  as  to  the  source  of 
authority  in  the  nation  has  received  an  answer  in  these  latter  times 
— the  source  of  national  authority  is  "  the  consent  of  the  governed." 
I  use  this  expression  of  the  answer  as  the  one  with  which  we  are 
most  familiar,  and  the  conclusion  of  recent  times,  as  embodied  in 
constitutional  government,  and  carried  out  in  universal  suffrage, — 
not  that  this  conclusion  was  taken  as  the  final  answer  by  those  who 
gave  it  in  1776,  as  the  Declaration  itself  proves  to  us  in  the  context 
to  be  noticed  again.  But  there  were  those  then  who  did  take  it  as 
final,  and  there  are  many  yet  who  rest  in  it,  and  seek  not  further 
— the  majority  settles  the  question  of  right.  This  conclusion  how- 
ever is  a  great  advance  in  the  history  of  the  race,  in  the  gain  of 
constitutional  government,  with  its  specific  limitations  of  the  power 
of  the  government.  It  has  a  wide  field  yet  to  cover,  and  as  it  goes 
on,  it  helps  the  world,  furthering  its  progress,  stimulating  the  in- 
telligence of  the  people,  and  promoting  liberty  and  order. 

Yet,  the  inquiry  is,  what  is  the  ultimate  source  of  national 
authority  ?  Is  there  then  a  source  beyond  the  people  ?  Yes,  there 
is  a  source  of  authority  beyond  the  people.     God  is  the   ultimate 

*. Address.  November  16,  1893,  at  National  Reform  Convention,  Allegheny,  Pa. 

•  *      ;     . 

•  •  *  •  • 

•  •  •   - 


1894.]  The  Ultimate  Source  of  National  Authority.  3 

source  of  national  authority.  "  There  is  not  authority  but  under 
God."  This  appears  whether  we  look  at  the  people  apart,  that  is 
at  the  man  himself,-— or  at  man  as  set  in  the  family,  or  at  the  com- 
munity, the  people  in  our  common  expression  for  the  national  society. 
In  all  these  views,  the  same  truth  is  seen,  for  the  man  is  created  of 
God,  the  family  is  the  constitution  of  God,  and  the  national  society 
is  under  God. 
God  is  the  ultimate  source  of  national  authority,  inasmuch  as 

I.  Man  is  created  of  God.  If  the  source  of  authority  is  not  in 
the  government  which  only  has  power,  to  be  lawfully  exercised, 
but  is  in  the  people,  the  ultimate  source  of  authority  is  beyond  man 
himself — in  his  Creator.  And  here  he  who  denies  his  Creator,  may 
be  passed  by  in  the  inquiry  as  to  the  source  of  national  authority, 
for  while  all  atheists  are  not  anarchists,  other  considerations  mov- 
ing them  to  good  order,  yet  atheism  is  anarchy.  He  who  rejects  his 
Creator,  will  not  accept  a  fellow-man,  as  having  authority  over  him. 
"Who  is  Lord  over  us?  "  The  ultimate  source  of  authority  for 
the  nation  then  is  the  same  as  the  ultimate  source  for  the  man  himself 
of  all  his  powers.  I  quote  the  Declaration  again:  "  men  are  created," 
"they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain  rights."  Thus 
through  the  truth  as  to  man's  origin,  we  gain  a  view  of  the  divine 
authority  in  civil  affairs.  But  the  nation  has  powers  transcending 
for  those  bestowed  upon  individual  man.  Whence  do  these  powers 
come  ?  Whence  do  the  people,  whence  does  the  nation  derive 
authority?     We  look  beyond  the  individual. 

G«>d  is  the  ultimate  source  of  national  authority,  inasmuch  as 

II.  The  family,  into  which  man  is  born,  is  of  God.  Man  is  not 
individual  as  an  end  unto  himself,  but  is  born  into  the  society  of  the 
family.  Many  facts  in  the  present  order  of  civil  society  show  that 
the  national  authority  rests  in  part  on  the  family  as  a  unit,  —  for 
instance,  the  suffrage  of  the  husband,  and  not  of  the  twain,  husband 
and  wife,  also  the  contract  of  the  State  specially  with  the  parents, 
and  with  the  children  only  through  them.  Civil  government 
of  old  was  the  outgrowth  of  family  government.  Patria,  the  family, 
became  also  the  nation  ;  and  civil  government  is  yet  family  govern- 
ment, in  some  existing  forms.  The  family  is  yet  a  government 
within  the  State.  We  have  seen  that  even  if  men  are  viewed  apart, 
there  must  be  an  acceptance  of  the  truth  that  God  is  the  source  of 
all  authority.  So  also  if  man  is  viewed  in  his  social  life.  For  the 
family,  the  primal  type  of  society,  has  its  authority  from  God. 
God  formed  the  family  in  the  creation  of  the  man  and  the  woman. 
The  commandment  from  Sinai :  "  Honor  thy  father  and  thy 
mother  "  sets  forth  the  family  as  under  God,  who  enjoins  obedience 
because  he  is  above  both  parent  and  child.  The  ultimate  source 
of  authority  is  God.  Society  is  under  God.  Man  in  his  social  life 
is  under  God.  Civil  society  is  under  God.  So  the  Latins  taught^ 
when  pidas  was  for  them  obedience  to  parents  as  unto  t\\e  gotta. 
So  in  the  vast  eastern  empire   when  the   worship  of  the  true  <3<o& 
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died  away,  this  piety  remained  as  the  establishment  of  social  order. 
As  the  God  of  the  families  of  the  earth,  God  is  the  Lord  of  the 
nations  of  the  earth.     Their  authority  is  of  him. 

God  is  the  ultimate  source  of  national  authority,  inasmuch  as 
III.  The  community,  the  nation  into  which  man  is  born,  is  under 
God.  In  the  full  view,  the  nation  is  of  God,  under  God,  and  unto 
God.  In  the  time  given  to  me  I  shall  speak  of  the  second  truth — 
the  subjection  of  the  nation  to  God  and  this  mainly  inductively 
as  to  the  theme.  The  instances  are  decisive.  God  has  authority 
as  the  nations'  Lord,  giving  his  commands,  and  requiring  nations 
to  obey.  Any  authority  that  there  is,  is  exercised  only  under  God. 
He  is  the  ultimate  source.  The  forms  of  government  are  varied, 
yet  it  matters  not  as  to  this,  in  whom  the  power  is  vested.  Through 
all  ages,  with  all  forms  of  human  government,  the  controlling 
authority  is  that  of  God.  It  is  most  clear  in  the  case  of  Israel, 
that  to  that  nation  God  was  the  ultimate  source  of  their  national 
authority.  God  formed  the  nation,  God  gave  it  power.  Moses, 
the  lawgiver  of  Israel,  who  led  the  nation,  delivered  commands  to 
Israel,  thus  prefaced  by  him  who  commissioned  him :  "  I  am  the 
Lord  thy  God,  which  have  brought  thee  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt, 
out  of  the  house  of  bondage/'  The  people  answered :  " All  that 
the  Lord  hath  said  will  we  do,  and  be  obedient."  In  vain  do  men 
call  Israel  a  theocracy  in  such  a  sense,  as  to  put  it  aside  as  a  proof 
and  an  example.  Israel  was  a  constitutional  government.  The 
rulers  of  Israel  were  constitutional  rulers.  Officers  and  people  were 
jointly  bound  to  a  constitution  owning  God.  Men  need  to  revert 
and  are  reverting  to  that  as  a  study.  They  will  find  help  there  in 
reconstructing  the  nation,  help  even  in  many  perplexing  questions 
of  to-day  as  to  man  and  man.  We  refer  to  Israel  in  its  better  clays, 
when  it  was  flourishing,  and  had  not  cast  aside  its  constitution  and 
forsaken  God.  Then  its  liberties  vanished.  The  truth  of  the 
divine  government  of  the  nations  is  full  as  clear  in  the  intercourse 
of  Moses  with  Pharaoh,  the  head  of  Egypt,  a  despotic  government. 
"Moses  and  Aaron  went  in,  and  told  Pharaoh.  Thus  saith  the 
Lord  God  of  Israel,  let  my  people  go.  "  It  matters  not  that  he 
answered  in  his  pride,  "  Who  is  the  Lord,  that  I  should  obey  his 
voice  to  let  Israel  go?  I  know  not  the  Lord,  neither  will  I  let 
Israel  go."  Pharaoh's  power  was  limited  by  the  divine  authority, 
and  Israel  was  freed.  A  similar  lesson  was  given  to  Nebuchadnez- 
zar, the  proud  head  of  another  world-empire,  as  seen  in  the  prophecy 
of  Daniel  already  referred  to.  Bead  also  the  "  burdens  "  of  the 
prophets — to  Nineveh,  Tyre,  Moab,  on  through  the  list  of  the 
nations  about  them. 

This  God  of  the  nations  thus  proclaims  himself:  "  the  Lord,  the 

Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious,  long-suffering,  and  abundant  in 

goodness  and  truth,  keeping  mercy  for  thousands,  forgiving  iniquity 

and    transgression  and  sin,  and  that  will  by  no  means  clear  the 

guilty ;  visiting  the  iniquity  of  the  fathers  upon   the  children  and 
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upon  the  children's  children,  unto  the  third  and  to  the  fourth  gener- 
ation. "  Exodus  34:5,  6,  7.  His  dealings  with  the  nations 
exemplify  this  his  character.  What  a  useful  study  on  this  topic  is 
the  107th  Psalm  1  It  closes:  "  Whoso  is  wise,  and  will  observe 
these  things,  even  they  shall  understand  the  loving  kindness  of  the 
Lord." 

In  Old  Testament  times,  the  movements  of  the  world  centred  in 
the  great  event — the  birth  of  the  Messiah.  In  New  Testament 
times,  there  is  a  widening  out,  still  under  the  ordering  of  the  Ruler 
of  nations,  who  is  the  ultimate  source  of  national  authority.  The 
counsel  still  is  :  "  Be  wise  now  therefore,  O  ye  kings:  be  instructed 
ye  judges  of  the  earlh,  serve  the  Lord  with  fear,  and  rejoice  with 
trembling.  Kiss  the  Son,  lest  he  be  angry,  and  ye  perish  from  the 
wav,  when  his  wrath  is  kindled  but  a  little.  Blessed  are  all  they 
that  put  their  trust  in  him."  Psalms  2:10-12.  It  matters  not 
though  the  people  wear  the  crown,  and  the  judges  are  their  choice, 
God  rules.  The  judges  are  the  "  ministers,"  the  servants  "  of  God." 
AVell  for  them,  if  they  willingly  serve.     If  not,  he  will  judge  them. 

I  close  by  referring  to  our  own  country.  The  leaders  who  stand 
highest  in  this  nation's  history  through  its  brief  existence  as  a 
separate  people,  are  the  first  president  and  the  sixteenth,  the  one  the 
father  of  his  country,  the  other  the  savior  of  his  country.  Are 
their  voices  not  to  be  heard  after  their  services  to  the  nation  ? 
Washington  said  to  the  nation  in  his  farewell  address:  "  Religion 
and  morality  are  indispensable  supports.  In  vain  would  that  man 
claim  the  tribute  of  patriotism",  who  should  labor  to  subvert  these 
great  pillars  of  human  happiness,  these  firmest  props  of  the  duties 
of  men  and  citizens."  Lincoln  gave  forth  that  wonderful  Second 
Inaugural.  Both  of  these  papers  ought  to  be  read  again  and  again 
by  the  people.  Mr.  Lincoln  said  of  his  own  :  "  I  expect  it  to  wear 
as  well  as,  perhaps  better  than,  anything  I  have  produced  ;  but  I 
beiieve  it  is  not  immediately  popular.  Men  are  not  flattered  by 
being  shown  that  there  has  been  a  difference  of  purpose  between 
the  Almighty  and  them.  To  deny  it  however,  in  this  case  is  to 
deny  that  there  is  a  God  governing  the  world.  It  is  a  truth  which 
I  thought  needed  to  be  told  ;  and  as  whatever  humiliation  there  is 
in  it  falls  most  directly  on  myself,  I  thought  others  might  afford 
for  me  to  tell  it."  Yes,  God  governs  the  world,  God  governs  this 
nation.  He  came  to  know  it.  In  the  throes  oi  the  civil  war,  he 
wrote  :  "  Peace  does  not  appear  so  distant  as  it  did.  Still  let  us  not 
be  over-sanguine  of  a  speedy  result.  Let  us  be  quite  sober.  Let 
us  diligently  apply  the  means,  never  doubting  that  a  just  God  in 
his  own  good  time,  will  give  us  the  rightful  result."  After  his  re- 
eled ion,  he  said:  "  It  has  long  been  a  grave  question  whether  any 
government,  not  too  strong  for  the  liberties  of  its  people,  can  be 
strong  enough  to  maintain  its  own  existence  in  great  emergencies." 
He  saw  that  the  hand  of  God  was  ruling  ihis  nation — in  VvxeX  con- 
trolling it.     Both  Washington  and  Lincoln  knew  and  t&ugYil  vAwc^fc 
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the  people  derive  their  authority,  from  him  who  has  a  pun  ose  and 
is  carrying  it  forward.  If  the  nation's  purpose  is  athwart  of  God's, 
he  will  overcome.  The  path  of  national  prosperity  lies  in  keeping 
close  to  his  purpose  revealed  to  us  in  his  word.  "God  is  the  judge ; 
he  putteth  down  one,  and  setteth  up  another."  "  The  Lord  reign- 
eth,  he  is  clothed  with  majesty  ;  the  Lord  is  clothed  with  strength, 
wherewith  he  hath  girded  himself;  the  world  also  isstablished  that 
it  cannot  be  moved.  The  Lord  on  high  is  mightier  than  the  noise 
of  many  waters,  yea,  than  the  mighty  waves  of  the  sea."  "Jehovah's 
celestial  majesty  towers  far  above  all  the  noisy  majesties  here  below, 
whose  waves,  though  lashed  never  so  high,  can  still  never  reach  his 
throne."     (Delitzsch.) 

The  people  under  God  are  the  source  of  national  authority. 

God  is  the  ultimate  source  of  national  authority :  and  this  nation, 
in  its  constitution,  should  so  confess. 


ADDRESSES    IN    HONOR    OFTHE    MEMORY    OP 

T.    SPROULL,    D.    D.    LL.D* 


ADDRESS  OF   DR.   W.  J.    HOLLAND,    CHANCELLOR   TF   THE   WE8TERN   UNIVERSITY 

OF     PENNSYLVANIA. 


It  is  with  peculiar  pleasure  that  I  rise  on  behalf  of  the  instil ution 
which  I  have  the  honor  of  representing,  to  testify  to  the  reverence 
and  esteem  in  which  we  hold  the  memory  of  the  great  and  godly 
man,  whose  personality  and  work  are  so  vividly  brought  before  us- 
by  this  portrait.  Rev.  Dr.  Sproull  was  a  graduate  in  1829  and  a 
life-long  friend  of  the  Western  University  of  Pennsylvania. 
Among  those  who  were  his  associates  of  college  days  were  such 
men  as  Rev.  Dr.  Andrew  W.  Black,  Rev.  Jos.  R.  Kerr,  Rev.  Dr. 
Jas.  Rodgers,  Rev.  Dr.  John  McMasters,  Rev.  Moses  Kerr,  Hon. 
Cornelius  Darragh,  Hon.  Wilson  MoCandless,  Hon.  Walter  H. 
Lowrie  and  Hon.  Daniel  Agnew,  men  whose  names  are  historic 
and  associated  in  our  thought  with  the  best  developments  in  the  relig- 
ious and  political  life  of  our  beloved  Western  Pennsylvania.  Among 
these  names,  the  name  of  Dr.  Sproull  will  always  be  cherished  as 
that  of  a  leader  in  the  cause  of  Christ  and  humanity.  He  repre- 
sented in  his  long  life  of  scholarly  and  philanthropic  activity  the 
fruits  of  the  intelligent  ministry  in  behalf  of  higher  education, 
which  v/as  achieved  by  the  founders  of  our  University,  among 
whom  were  some  of  the  ablest  men,  who  have  ever  graced  this 
community.  In  this  ease-loving  age,  it  is  well  for  us  to  think  of 
the  arduous  and  self-denying  labors  of  those,  who  laid  here  broad 

♦On  the  evening  of  March  21,  1893,  the  portrait  of  Dr.  T.  Sproull,  the  gift   of 
Mr.  John  Tibby,  was  presented  to  the  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theolog- 
ical Seminary,  to  be  hung  up  along  side  of  ihose  of  the  other  professors  in  the 
Seminary  building.     Addresses  were  made  by  a  number  of  persons.     Dr.  Hoi- 
Jand  audi  W.  T.  Miller  have  kindly  furnished  theirs  for  publication. 
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and  deep  the  foundations  of  the  church  and  the  school  in  a  past 
which  was  already  past  at  the  time  when  Dr.  Sproull  entered  the 
halls  of  the  University  as  a  student.  We  pride  ourselves  upon  our 
financial  and  industrial  prosperity ;  we  boast  of  the  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  tons  of  iron,  and  the  millions  of  tons  of  coal,  which 
our  forges  and  our  mines  produce;  but  we  should  never  forget  that 
while  it  is  good  to  make  glass,  to  make  rails,  and  from  the  depths 
of  the  earth  to  draw  up  rivers  of  oil,  which  give  material  light  to 
the  world,  it  is  also  good  to  make  men.  Wealth  finds  its  fittest 
crown  in  acts  of  beneficence,  which  tend  to  enrich  the  mind  and  the 
heart,  and  as  we  are  gathered  together  here  this  evening,  we  cannot 
but  feel  that  among  the  triumphs  of  which  this  community  may 
justly  be  proud,  is  the  production  of  such  men  as  this  blessed  ser- 
vant of  God,  whose  memory  we  honor,  through  whom  for  years 
the  voice  of  his  instructors  spoke  to  this  community,  and  whose 
voice  is  still  speaking  through  those  whom  he  in  turn  instructed  in 
those  things,  which  make  for  righteousness. 

ADDRESS   OF   WALTER  T.  MILLER. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Members  of  the  Board,  and  Dear  Friends: — After 
the  eloquent  eulogy  of  our  dear  departed  father,  it  is  superfluous 
for  me  even  to  endeavor  to  supplement  what  has  been  so  suitably 
said. 

But  I  cannot  let  the  opportunity  pass  without  paying  my  tribute 
of  reverence  and  affection  due  to  Dr.  Sproull — and  especially  in 
emphasizing  and  confirming  what  was  said  just  now  by  his  son  con- 
cerning the  private  character  of  his  father  in  the  current  daily 
circumstances  of  his  home  and  family.  Twenty-five  years  ago  this 
month  I  was  present  at  the  closing  exercises  of  the  Theological 
Seminary,  and  met  socially  the  faculty  and  students  and  some 
other  friends.  At  the  succeeding  meeting  of  Synod,  in  May,  I  was 
appointed  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Semi- 
nan-.  Since  that  time  I  have  attended  many  meetings  of  the 
Board.  These  and  meetings  of  other  committees  and  of  Synod 
brought  me  here.  On  these  occasions  rhe  hospitalities  of  the  home 
and  family  of  Dr.  Sproull  were  enjoyed.  In  this  way  I  was  brought 
into  fairly  intimate  intercourse  with  this  good  man,  and  I  know 
that  the  terms  employed  to  express  the  conditions  of  mind  and 
soul,  and  the  exalted  purity  of  motive  and  attitude  on  all  questions 
and  toward  all  persons,  those  who  were  concordant  with  his  convic- 
tions and  those  who  were  nor,  are  not  too  strongly  expressed. 

I  have  listened  with  keen  interest  to  the  address  of  Chancellor 
Holland,  who  brought  forth  from  history  due  mention  of  the  public 
services  in  this  community  rendered  by  Dr.  Sproull,  and  of  which 
I  was  not  aware  previously. 

I  experience  great  satisfaction  in   being  present  at  this  meeting 
and  in  taking  part  in  the  proceedings,  and  representing    the    elder- 
ship of  the  church,  many   of  whom   I   have  met  in  t\\e  \\vn\wowa 
meetings  of  those  fears.     I  feel  sure   I  express  the  sentm\eu\,s  o'v 
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many  who  have  passed  on,  and  with  whom  I  doubt  not  joyful  meet- 
ings have  been  made  in  heavenly  places  in  Christ  Jesus,  as  well  as 
many  others  still  on  this  side. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  move  that  a  committee  be  appointed  by  the 
chair  to  prepare  a  suitable  minute  and  record  of  this  meeting,  and 
the  high  appreciation  which  this  Board  entertains  of  the  thought- 
fulness  and  liberality  of  Mr.  John  Tibby,  in  presenting  to  the  Theo- 
logical Seminarv  this  portrait  of  the  late  Rev.  Thomas  Sproull, 

D.  D.,  LL.D. 

♦ 

NATIONAL     REFORM     CONVENTION. 


The  convention,  a  note  of  which  was  inserted  in  our  November 
issue,  convened  in  the  First  United  Presbyterian  Church,  Allegheny, 
Pa.,  Rev.  Dr.  W.  J.  Robinson,  pastor,  on  Tuesday  evening,  Novem- 
ber 14th,  and  closed  at  a  late  hour  on  Thursday,  November  16th, 
the  interest  continuing  unabated  to  the  close,  or  rather  growing 
steadily  to  the  close.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Reform 
Association  was  held  Tuesday,  p.  M.  Hon.  Felix  R.  Brunot  was 
re-chosen  president,  Rev.  D.  McAllister,  treasurer,  and  Rev.  J.  S. 
McKee,  of  Butler,  Pa.,  was  chosen  secretary,  and  Rev.  R.  C.  Wylie, 
corresponding  secretary.  The  evening  of  Tuesday  was  occupied 
with  two  addresses — one  by  Rev.  Dr.  W.J.  Robinson,  on  "TheBroad 
Basis  of  the  National  Reform  Movement/7  the  other  by  Rev.  Dr. 
S.  F.  Scovel,  president  of  Wooster  University,  O.,  on  the  popu- 
lar objection  to  national  reform:  "You  can't  make  men  moral  by 
law."     Rev.  Dr.  W.  H.  McMillan  presided. 

Wednesday  morning,  Rev.  Joseph  McCracken  presided.  The 
addresses  were,  first,  by  Rev.  Dr.  H.  H.  George,  on  "The  Practical 
Aims  of  National  Reform  ;"  second,  by  Rev.  M.  H.  Calkins,  of 
New  Castle,  Pa.,  on  "  Moral  Problems  in  National  Li fe."  Wednes- 
day afternoon  John  Alexander,  of  Philadelphia,  presided.  The 
addresses  were :  "The  Kingship  of  Christ,"  by  Rev.  W.  F.  Crafts, 
of  Pittsburgh  ;  u  Sunday  Papers,"  by  Rev.  W.  F.  Oldham ;  "  Sab- 
bath Laws,"  by  Rev.  Dr.  R.  Audley  Browne;  "  Our  Divorce  Laws 
and  the  Law  of  Christ,"  by  Rev.  Dr.  T.  P.  Stevenson ;  the  same 
subject,  by  Rev.  Dr.  W.  R.  Mackay  and  Rev.  Dr.  A.  H.  Lewis. 
Wednesday  evening,  A.  P.  Burchfield  presided.  The  addresses 
were,  first,  by  Guy  Main,  on  "  Chinese  Exclusion  ;"  second,  by  H. 
L.  Hasting,  on  "Our  Danger  from  Infidelity  and  How  to  Meet  It." 

Thursday  morning,  Rev.  I.  N.  Ross  presided.  The  addresses 
were:  "The  Drink  Traffic  and  the  Law  of  Christ,"  bv  Rev.  Dr. 
J.  T.  McCrory ;  "  The  Effect  of  the  Liquor  Traffic  on  Trade,"  by 
R.S.Smith;  "  The  Labor  Problem  Solved  Only  by  the  Law  of 
Christ,"  by  Rev.  R.  C.  Wylie  ;  "The  Race  Problem  as  Related  to 
the  Law  of  Christ,"  by  Rev.  Dr.  Cornelius  Asbury.  Thursday 
afternoon,  Rev.  Dr.  I).  A.  McClenahan  presided.  John  Alexander 
presented  a  paper,  "  A  History  of  the  National  Reform  Movement." 
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This  was  prepared  as  a  lecture  for  delivery  to  the  students  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Theological  Seminary,  Allegheny.  Addresses 
followed  by  Rev.  Dr.  D.  S.  Littell,  on  "  The  Moral  Character  and 
Accountability  of  the  Nation  ;"  by  Rev.  D.  B.  Willson,  on  "  The 
Ultimate  Source  of  National  Authority ;"  by  Rev.  D.  C.  Martin, 
on  "  The  Place  of  the  Bible  in  National  Legislation  ;"  by  Rev.  J. 
H.  Leiper,  on  "The  Relation  of  the  Nation  to  Christ ;"  by  Rev. 
Dr.  McAllister,  on  "  Constitutional  Expression  of  Fundamental 
Moral  Princi pies."  On  Thursday  evening,  W.  R.  Thompson  pre- 
sided. Addresses  were  made  by  Rev.  Dr.  W.  C.  Buoy,  on  "  Pub- 
lic Education  and  the  Christian  Religion  ;"  by  Hon.  Levi  S.  Coffin, 
on  "Railroads  and  the  Sabbath/'  and  by  Anthony  Com  stock,  on 
"Christian  Reform  or  National  Ruin — Which  ?" 

A  notable  feature  of  the  programme  was  the  provision  for  brief 
remarks  in  the  devotional  exercises  at  the  beginning  of  a  session. 
The  topics  were  for  Christ  and  Country  ;  The  relation  of  the  out- 
}x>uring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  the  glorifying  of  Christ ;  The  rela- 
tion of  the  National  Reform  movement  to  the  salvation  of  souls. 
A  report  of  the  meeting  as  given  in  the  United  Presbyterian  says: 
"The  programme  was  an  admirable  one,  the  discussions  were  earn- 
est and  scholarly,  and  the  arrangements  were  almost  perfect,  all  of 
which  reflected  credit  upon  and  showed  the  manifest  wisdom  of  the 
committees."  Mention  was  made  by  several  of  the  speakers  of  the 
value  of  the  "National  Reform  Manual,"  by  Dr.  McAllister.  John 
Alexander  in  his  paper  paid  a  full  tribute  to  the  Covenanter  church 
for  her  part  in  the  movement  and  presented  with  his  address  five 
copies  of  the  Manual  to  the  Theological  Seminary  or  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church. 

The  Christian  Statesman,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  in  its  issue  of  Novem- 
ber 2oth,  contained  a  report  of  the  convention,  giving  some  of  the 
addresses  in  full,  others  in  outline.  The  issue  of  December  1st,  con- 
tained the  paper  of  John  Alexander,  and  the  address  of  Mr.  Corn- 
stock  appeared  in  the  Christian  Nation,  of  November  22d. 

The  resolutions  of  the  convention  are  fifteen  in  number.  The 
subjects  of  the  addresses  indicate  the  range  of  the  resolutions,  as 
they  follow  on  the  line  of  the  resolutions. 


THE    WOMEN'S    REPLY 


* 


III. 

As  it  is  now  men's  time  "to  keep  silence,"  J  would  like  the 
opportunity  of  expressing  an  "opinion." 

The  passage  concerning  women's  liberty  to  speak  recorded  in 
Timothy  is  among  the  last  instructions  given  concerning  practical 
duties  and  manner  of  worship.     The  question  in  dispute  relates  to 

*We  do  not  think  there  is  any  necessity  for  further  discussion  of  t\\\fe  fc\\Vyi<i\». 
—Eds. 
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the  reiteration  of  a  command  formerly  given,  in  a  more  mild  form, 
and  as  a  caution  against  the  violating  of  the  instincts  of  nature. 
Other  passages  taken  in  support  of  liberty  to  speak  in  public  can 
very  well  be  so  used,  i.  e.y  in  a  subordinate  sense ;  this  one  cannot  be. 

It  is  probable  there  had  been  a  misuse  of  example  and  misunder- 
standing of  former  instruction,  something  similar  to  the  misunder- 
standing by  the  early  Christians  of  the  rule  for  the  proper  observ- 
ance of  the  Lord's  Supper,  making  it  necessary  now  for  a  final  and 
more  explicit  command. 

Joel's  prophecy  can  yet  be  fulfilled  by  a  more  generous  outpour- 
ing of  the  Spirit  upon  our  daughters  as  well  as  our  sons  in  enabling 
them  to  understand  more  clearly  the  dreams  already  dreamed  and 
visions  seen  by  inspired  writers.  The  passage  in  I.  Cor.  11:  5  can 
be  received  in  a  general  sense,  as  the  Spirit  is  dealing  more  especially 
with  another  subject,  viz.,  the  attire  of  worshippers  when  engaged 
in  worship.  There  is  a  striking  similarity  between  this  command 
and  the  original  test  of  obedience  in  the  matter  of  arguments  used 
to  sustain  both.  "Behold,  the  fruit  is  good  and  pleasant."  "  How 
well  she  can  speak  or  work,"  placing  this  command  on  its  own 
merit  instead  of  obedience.  •  Far  better  endure  misrule  in  State  or 
novice  rule  or  instruction  in  the  church  that  commit  the  same 
dreadful  sin. 

This  opinion  in  favor  of  liberty  to  speak,  is  fast  developing  into 
right  to  rule.  There  are  women  who,  owing  to  circumstances,  are 
compelled  to  appear  before  the  public  that  would  much  rather  prefer 
the  liberty  to  decline.  There  are  women  on  the  public  stage  to-day 
getting  credit  for  doing  efficient  work  who  are  pleading  necessity  for 
doing  as  they  do  who  are  being  followed  by  a  class  of  *4  silly  ninnies," 
who  have  no  intention  of  making  any  such  apology  and  who  are 
very  anxious  to  show  their  authority.  If  this  flood  gate  of  "  liberty 
to  speak"  is  kept  open,  that  God  has  commanded  to  be  kept  shut, 
who  knows  when  the  tide  will  turn  bringing  women  among  us  with 
"  lips  unsealed  and  brow  undaunted,"  and  to  our  horror  do  many 
mighty  works  other  than  convert  the  heathen.  The  missionary's 
wife  that  goes  with  him  as  his  best  companion  and  makes  a  resting 
place  of  tetreat  for  him  in  his  toil,  illustrating  to  the  heathen  that 
the  Christian's  home  is  better  than  a  Pagan's  harem,  does  more  good 
than  the  woman  who  by  example  would  teach  the  heathen,  and  by 
a  smatter  of  superficial  learning  teach  Christians  that  the  Bible  does 
not  mean  what  it  says. 

I  think  one  reason  for  this  bursting  forth  of  pent-up  capabili- 
ties as  new  wine  from  old  bottles  into  improper  channels  is  the  lack 
of  magnifying  and  making  honorable  in  proper  season  one  point  of 
the  divine  law,  viz.,  the  guiding  of  the  house,  as  a  favor  granted  in 
lieu  of  sacrifice  or  suffering,  and  not  part  of  a  penalty  for  guilt,  as 
she  almost  seems  to  think,  on  account  of  want  of  appreciation  of  and 
oppression  by  those  who  were  appointed  the  honorable  guardians  in 
trust  of  this   valuable  dowry,  and  also   not  realizing  the  import- 
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ance  of  educating  our  daughters  as  well  as  our  sods  with  the  end  in 
view  of  making  suitable  companions  for  brothers  or  husbands ;  and 
it  is  this  outrage  of  rights,  like  outraged  nature  taking  revenge, 
that  has  brought  about  the  present  condition  of  affairs. 

M.  J.  Boyd. 


PRINCETON,    IND.,   AND    OLD    BETHEL,    ILL.t 

CONGREGATIONS. 


On  the  last  Sabbath  of  October  I  dispensed  the  sacrament  of  the 
Sapper  in  the  congregation  of  Princeton,  Jnd.  The  weather  was 
pleasant.  During  all  the  services  there  was  an  excellent  attend- 
ance. On  the  Sabbath  the  church  building  was  comfortably  filled. 
All  the  members  who  were  able  to  be  present  communed.  A  few, 
on  account  of  sickness,  were  detained  at  home. 

The  congregation  appears  to  be  in  good  condition.  Since  April, 
1888,  when  the  relation  existing  between  it  and  Rev.  D.  C.  Martin 
was  dissolved,  it  has  been  without  a  pastor.  Although  the  repeated 
efforts  made  to  obtain  one  have  been  unavailing,  the  members 
are  not  discouraged.  There  is  no  reason  why  they  should 
be.  United,  free  from  dissensions,  firm  in  the  maintenance  of  our 
principles,  reasonably  liberal  in  their  views,  with  a  good  church 
building  in  excellent  repair,  and  a  comfortable  parsonage  only  a 
short  distance  away,  both  on  desirable  streets  and  free  lrom  debt, 
they  ought,  with  an  earnest  and  devoted  pastor  placed  over  them, 
to  become  soon  a  strong  congregation.  Such  a  pastor  they  are  de- 
termined to  have.  Although  few,  numbering  about  fifty-five,  they 
are  prepared,  with  the  assistance  kindly  promised  by  the  former 
pastor  and  his  wife,  when  a  settlement  is  effected,  to  offer  a  fair 
compensation. 

And  then  the  prospects  for  growth  are  encouraging.  Princeton 
is  the  county  seat  of  Gibson  county,  one  of  the  most  fertile  in  the 
State  of  Indiana.  Land  can  be  had  at  reasonable  rates.  Several 
parties  from  other  localities  have  been  writing  with  reference  to 
locating  there.  One  family  has  arranged  to  come  in  the  spring, 
and  another  that  left  a  couple  of  years  ago  to  return. 

There  were  here  at  one  time  three  congregations  and  one  society, 
all  claiming  to  be  Reformed  Presbyterians.  The  old  side,  the  new 
side,  the  adherents  of  Rev.  D.  Steele,  and  those  who  identified 
themselves  with  Rev.  John  Stott.  All  except  ours  have  disin- 
tegrated. The  church  building  of  our  new  side  brethren,  and  that 
of  the  followers  of  Mr.  Stott,  have  been  sold  and  converted  to 
other  purposes.  The  proceeds  of  the  latter  are  to  be  appropriated 
to  the  support  of  our  missions.  Some  of  those  who  *ere  formerly 
connected  with  the  disorganized  congregations,  have  not  united 
with  any  other,  and  are  kindly  disposed  toward  us.  There  is 
scarcely  a  doubt  that  at  least  a  few  would  connect  with  us  U'  \A\^ 
congregation  had  a  settled  pastor. 
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The  favor  with  which  the  prayermeeting  and  the  young  people'* 
society  are  regarded  speak  well  for  the  members.  All  with  whom 
I  conversed  referred  to  both  in  warm  terms  of  commendation,  the 
attendance  being  good,  and  the  exercises  interesting  and  helpful 
Under  the  direction  of  the  latter,  on  the  Tuesday  after  the  com- 
munion, a  large  number  of  the  congregation  went  "  nutting  "  tc 
the  l4  bottoms,"  a  number  of  miles  away.  The  day  was  spent  very 
pleasantly. 

The  members  have  no  reason  to  be  discouraged.  Let  them 
u  hold  on  and  hold  fast."  In  due  time  prayerful  efforts  will  b< 
rewarded.  The  Great  Shepherd  of  the  sheep  will  give  them  c 
pastor  after  his  heart  to  feed  them  with  knowledge  and  under- 
standing. 

Old  Bethel  congregation  is  about  a  hundred  miles  from  Princeton 
I  assisted  Brother  Reed  there  on  the  first  Sabbath  of  November 
Some  pastors  complain,  with  good  reason,  of  small  attendance  and 
poor  attention.  The  pastor  of  Old  Bethel  has  no  ground  lor  such  com- 
plaint. I  never  assisted  in  communion  services  where  the  members 
old  and  young,  attended  better  during  all  the  days,  or  listened 
wore  attentively. 

There  is  something  "cosmopolitan  "  about  this  congregation.  Il 
was  a  surprise  to  me  to  find  such  a  large  number  of  descendants  of 
South  Carolina  Covenanters  there.  Many  of  the  names  were  very 
familiar.  For  the  purpose  of  illustrating  a  duty,  I  related  an  inci- 
dent connected  with  the  early  history  of  our  church  in  that  State, 
not  supposing  for  a  moment  that  any  one  before  me  knew  anything 
about  the  parties.  In  this  I  was  mistaken.  One  of  the  members 
after  service  asked  me  who  was  one  of  the  persons  to  whom  I 
referred.  I  was  unable  to  give  the  name.  She  then  stated  she  had 
good  reason  to  believe  it  was  her  grandfather.  Fortunately  the 
incident  was  to  his  credit.  Other  parts  of  the  church  are  repre- 
sented. Several  families  were  formerly  connected  with  the  Second 
Philadelphia  congregation.  It  was  a  pleasure  to  meet  members  oi 
the  family  of  Thomas  Laughlin,  who,  for  many  years  was  an  elder 
in  the  Third  Philadelphia  congregation,  and  with  whom  many  oi 
the  ministers  became  acquainted  when  it  was  without  a  pastor. 

Mr.  Reed  has  the  confidence  of  the  people  of  his  charge.  Hi* 
pastorate  has  thus  far  been  very  successful.  Notwithstanding  the 
drain  to  the  city  of  young  people  who  cannot  find  employment  in 
the  country  there  has  been  a  steady  increase  in  the  membership, 
Very  few,  if  any,  of  the  young  who  have  arrived  at  years  of  dis- 
cretion, have  failed  to  unite  with  the  church.  Old  Bethel  is  today 
one  of  our  strong  congregations — stronger  and  better  able  to  dc 
and  give  than  it  thinks.  There  is  life  there,  and  ere  long  that  lift 
will  find  expression  in  increased  activity  in  different  ways.  Mr, 
Ried  wisely  identifies  himself  with  the  different  reform  move- 
ments in   that  part  of  the  State.     He  is  secretary  of  the  National 
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Reform  Association  of  southern  Illinois.  The  annual  meeting  was 
held  at  Coulterville  when  I  was  there.  Revs.  D.  S.  Faris  and  J.  R. 
Wylie  were  also  present  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  discussions 
and  work. 

It  will  be  of  interest  to  some  of  our  readers  to  know  that  Rev.  J. 
M.  Finley,  formerly  of  our  church,  is  now  stated  supply  of  a 
Presbyterian  congregation  in  Kansas,  111.  I  preached  for  him  on 
a  Wednesdaj  evening.  He  is  doing  well.  It  is  very  evident,  how- 
ever, that  neither  he  nor  his  excellent  wife  has  lost  any  of  their 
love  for  the  church  of  their  fathers  or  faith  in  her  principles  and 
practices. 

I  preached  on  Sabbath  evening  for  Rev.  A.  M.  Milligan,  whose 
church  building  is  only  a  few  miles  from  that  of  Old  Bethel.  In 
our  conversation  he,  too,  had  only  kind  words  for  the  old  church. 

J.  W.  S. 

DENVER,    COLORADO. 

Editors  R.  P.  &  C. — There  are  so  many  alarming  reports  circulated 
about  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Denver  that  I  have  asked  room  in 
some  of  our  church  papers  to  correct  some  of  the  false  statements. 
It  would  seem  to  be  unnecessary  to  describe  the  true  state  affairs 
were  it  not  that  our  friends  in  private  letters  inquire  of  our  welfare 
and  ask  us  to  let  the  church  know  the  true  state  of  affairs. 

We  were  all  quite  amused  last  week  to  read  an  article  from  the 
Pittsburgh  Commercial  Gazette  of  August  20th,  headed  "  A  Denver 
crisis,  a  remarkable  and  deplorable  state  of  affairs  exists." 
Throughout  the  article  the  paragraphs  are  headed  with  such  lines 
as  the  following:  "Sheriff's  sales  everywhere;"  'One  train  a 
week ;  "  k<  Held  up  at  midday."  Just  how  to  reply  to  such  an 
article,  and  at  the  same  time  exercise  that  love  which  endureth  all 
things,  is  not  an  easy  task. 

Such  an  account  can  only  be  attributed  to  ignorance,  or  prejudice 
or  both.  Someone  has  said  that  people  in  the  east  view  the  west 
through  a  telescope  with  the  small  end  toward  the  west.  Reporters 
for  the  eastern  press  take  a  superficial  view  of  the  situation  with- 
out waiting  to  inquire  into  the  facts.  The  signs  which  this  Pitts- 
burgh reporter  saw  were  largely  the  result  of  enterprise  as  that 
quality  is  manifested  in  this  age. 

I  have  only  heard  of  one  sheriff's  sale  of  any  importance,  and 
this  was  that  of  a  firm  which  has  been  on  the  eve  of  bankruptcy 
for  years.  The  assignees'  sales  are  mostly  for  getting  rid  of  old 
stock.  Business  is  very  dull,  but  from  the  descriptions  given  one 
would  think  Denver  to  be  like  some  town  built  on  the  plains  of 
western  Kansas  without  any  resources  whatever. 

Occasionally  a  tourist  after  a  trip  over  the  mountains  will  boldly 
aasert  that  Colorado  is  only  a  mining  State,  yet  last  year  our  agri- 
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cultural  products  sold  for  fifty-five  million  dollars,  while  the  01 
put  in  gold,  silver,  copner  and  lead  was  only  $32,342,51 
Greeley's  crops  last  year  filled  10,000  cars,  its  potatoes  alone  ft 
nisbing  5,000  car  loads.  Our  coal  area  is  more  than  twice  that 
Pennsylvania,  and  in  places  the  successive  strata  together  amou 
to  over  eighty  feet  in  thickness — all  kinds  of  coal  are  found. 

Several  pages  of  your  magazine  might  be  filled  with  statistics 
show  the  quality  and  quantity  of  Colorado's  resources.     As  to  t 
hold-ups  and  outlawry,  it  would  not  be  more  ridiculous  should 
in   Colorado   declare   that   we  were   afraid  to   travel   east  of  t 
Mississippi  river  because  of  the  recent  train  robberies  on  the  La 
Shore   and    Illinois   Central    Railroads.     Denver   is  as  quiet   a 
orderly  a  city  of  its  size  as  can  be  found  in  the  United  States, 
has  its  share  of  meanness,  and  is  not  a  paradise,  but  is  as  nearly 
as  any  place  in  this  land. 

Our  congregation  has  not  suffered  to  any  extent  from  the  pan 
Our  collections  continue  about  as  usual.  None  of  our  memb* 
have  left  the  city  because  of  lack  ot  employment.  Some  ha 
scarcely  been  able  to  meet  necessary  expenses,  but  in  this  th 
have  many  companions  both  east  and  west. 

Property  in  Denver  has  not  depreciated  to  any  extent.     T 
statement  in  the  above  mentioned  article,  "  If  one  wants  to  buy 
can  make  his  own   price,"  may  be  true  but  the  important  part 
omitted,  that  the  owner  also  has  bis  own  price. 

No  one  who  looks  beyond  the  present  congress  has  lost  any  fai 
in  Colorado.  Even  should  silver  be  demonetized,  it  will  not  pc 
manently  cripple  the  industries  of  Colorado.  While  we  anticipt 
hard  times,  and  many  are  "  perplexed,  yet  we  are  not  in  despai 
persecuted,  yet  not  forsaken ;  cast  down,  but  not  destroyed." 

We  are  waiting  till  the  Lord  lifts  the  cloud  from  our  land, 
until   he  purifies  the  world  by  his  judgments.     In  the  meantii 
we  are  trying  to  cast  in  the  seed  of  divine  truth,  waiting  bis  tin 
for  the  abundant  harvest.     Yours  very  sincerely, 

J.  MlLLIGAN  WYLIE. 


Selected. 


"The  Peary  expedition  started  for  the  North  Pole  on  Sabba 
afternoon/'  a  wholly  unnecessary  violation  of  the  Lord's  day. 

"November  11.  Tyranny,  No  GDd,  No  Lord,  No  Slave,"  w 
one  of  the  mottoes  carried  in  the  procession  of  Anarchists  at  Chicaj 
November  12th.  

44  Mass  at  8  ;  cock-fight  at  10 ;  bull-fight  at  3 ;  ball  in  the  eve 

ing,"  on  a  placard  was  circulated  in  one  of  the  towns  in  Cuba,  on 

^Sabbath  morning,  according  to  the  statement  of  a  late  visitor  thei 
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A  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Sun,  in  its  issue  of  September 
25 Ui,  characterizes  those  who  were  prominent  in  the  parliament  as 
''blind  leaders  who  are  turning  away  the  hearts  of  the  people  from  the 
truth,"  and  affirms  in  proof  of  this,  "  that  the  conditions  of  member- 
ship to  this  so-called  parliament  of  religions  are,  that  the  death  of  Jesus 
on  the  cross  as  a  satisfaction  to  justice  for  the  sins  of  the  world,  should 
not  be  mentioned." —  The  Christian  Instructor. 


A  good  man  in  this  city  was  telling  us  a  few  days  ago  about  his  de- 
ceased wife.  He  said  once,  after  he  had  given  his  children  a  cent  a 
piece  to  carry  to  the  Sabbath  School  for  their  weekly  offerings,  his 
wife  called  the  children  aside  and  gave  each  a  dime  in  exchange  for  the 
penny.  Then  she  very  tenderly  explained  and  apologized  to  her  hus- 
band, saying,  '  If  our  children  are  to  be  trained  to  give  the  smallest 
possible  sum  to  the  cause  of  religion,  when  they  grow  up  they  will  be 
penny  Christians,  if  Christians  at  all.1'  The  doctor  said  that  remark 
of  his  sainted  wife  did  him  good,  and  from  that  day  to  this  his  children 
have  never  failed  to  take  with  them  to  the  Sabbath  School  larger  cur- 
rency than  pennies. — Christian  Standard. 


A  considerable  proportion  of  failures  in  business  and  ninety  per 
cent  of  the  defalcations  and  thefts  and  ruin  of  youth  among  people 
who  are  employed  in  places  of  trust  are  due  directly  to  gambling.  I 
have  seen  in  my  vast  employment  so  much  misery  from  the  head  of 
the  family  neglecting  its  support  and  squandering  his  earnings  in  the 
lottery  or  the  policy  shop,  and  promising  young  men  led  astray  in  a 
small  way  and  finally  becoming  fugitives  or  landing  in  the  criminal 
dock,  that  I  have  come  to  believe  that  the  community  which  licenses 
and  tolerates  public  gambling,  cannot  have  prosperity  in  business,  re- 
ligion in  its  churches,  or  morality  among  its  people. —  Chauncey  M. 
Depeiv 

At  the  recent  Northfield  Conference  President  Gates,  of  Amherst, 
speaking  of  the  unrest  and  longing  for  peace  universal  among  men, 
said  that  he  once  asked  Dr.  Jacob  Chamberlain,  the  missionary,  "  How 
did  you  find  the  consciousness  of  sin  in  India  ?  "  "I  never  but  once 
heard  a  man  deny  the  consciousness  of  sin.  I  took  it  for  granted 
that  they  were  sinners,  and  that  they  knew  it ;  but  once,  as  i  was 
preaching  a  Brahmin  interrupted  me,  '  I  deny  your  premises.  I  am  not 
a  sinner.  I  do  not  need  to  be  better.'  For  a  moment  I  was  abashed. 
Then  I  said,  But  what  do  your  neighbors  say  1  Thereupon,  one  cried 
out,  *  He  cheated  me  in  trading  horses,'  another/  He  defrauded  a 
widow  of  her  inheritance.'  The  Brahmin  went  out  of  the  house  and  I 
never  saw  him  again." — Christian  Intelligencer. 

u  To  church  dead-heads  the  gospel  is  literally  free."  They  do  not 
stipulate  to  give  anything,  nor  do  they  voluntarily  contribute  anything 
to  the  Sunda}'  collection  ;  and  yet  they  attend  service  often.  Often  ex- 
pect the  rector  to  visit  them  socially,  and  when  they  are  sick,  and  if 
need  be  to  bury  their  friends.  They  bring  their  children  to  be  bap. 
tired,  and  share  all  the  religious  and  social  advantages  of  the  cou^v^. 
gation,  but  give  nothing  towards  the  support  of  the  church.    'VJe  isto 
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not  to  the  very  poor.  We  have  reference  to  that  class  of  individ 
who,  while  able  to  do  something,  even  though  it  be  but  little,  are 
tent  to  dead-head  their  way  in  religious  matters.  Ought  they  t 
tolerated? — The  Diocese. 

44  Almost  all  books  have  their  use,  but  some  are  indispensable  to 
kind  of  an  education.  But  of  all  those  the  most  useful,  the  mos 
dispensable,  the  one  whose  knowledge  is  the  most  effective,  is  the  B 

"  I  am  considering  it  now  not  as  a  religious  book,  but  as  a  manu: 
utility,  of  professional  preparation,  and  professional  use  for  a  joui 
ist  There  is,  perhaps,  no  book  whose  style  is  more  suggestive 
more  instructive,  from  which  you  learn  more  directly  that  sublime 
piicity  which  never  exaggerates,  which  recounts  the  greatest  event ' 
solemnity,  of  course,  but  without  sentimentality  or  affectation,  r 
which  you  open  with  such  confidence  and  lay  down  with  such  revere 
There  is  no  book  like  the  Bible." — Charles  A.  Dana,  on  The  Press 
Journalism. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  church  of  the  Pittsburgh 
E.  Conference  referred  to  the  spirit  of  worldliness  and  insubo 
nation  as  follows : 

It  is  to  flesh  and  blood  no  easy  burden  we  have  to  carry.  Difti 
ties  confront  us  our  fathers  never  knew,  for  they  had  only  the  de 
the  world  and  the  flesh  to  fight.  Disobedience  or  indifference  to 
phatic  disciplinary  requirements  was  rare,  and  when  it  was  expres 
and  the  discipline  administered,  the  culprit  never  dreamed  of  vind 
tion  by  clandestine  protests  against  the  return  of  the  admini9trato 
the  charge,  and  never  thought  of  having  the  disciplinary  bar  to 
class  of  sins  taken  away,  and  it  was  not  until  the  general  conferenc 
1892  that  the  discipline  parted  company  with  Mr.  Wesley's  earnest  < 
tion  against  any  policy  which  would  make  worldlings  necessary,  ] 
dieting  that  the  necessity  for  them  would  be  "  farewell  to  Methodis 
Let  us  be  preachers  in  charge  of  whatever  work  is  assigned  us  ;  le1 
manage  our  charges  according  to  the  discipline ;  let  us  seek  to  h 
somebody  saved  at  every  service  ;  let  us  not  seek  to  marshal  numl 
merely  ;  let  us  seek  to  get  hold  of  and  train  the  young  ;  let  us  not 
get,  however  that  we  owe  something  to  the  old,  and  may  Method 
wherever  we  touch  it  be  increasingly  a  power  and  a  praise. 


Bishop  Joyce  endorsed  the  report  in  an  earnest  address,  fr 
which  we  make  the  following  extract : 

I  want  to  go  to  heaven,  but  I  don't  want  to  go  for  awhile  yet. 
want  to  live  long  enough  to  see  some  things.  I  want  to  see  the  chu 
stop  card-playing,  and  dancing,  and  theatre-going;  I  want  to  see 
time  when  no  official  member  of  the  church  will  be  allowed  to  hold 
position  unless  he  worships  God  in  his  family.  I  want  to  live  to 
the  church  get  down  among  the  masses  and  lift  them  up.  I  wan 
see  mothers  who  will  train  up  their  children  for  God  and  the  chur 
instead  of  the  card  playing,  dancing-school  mothers.  Good  God  !  o 
us  common  sense.  If  we  could  have  revivals  in  all  our  conferen 
we  would  soon  put  to  flight  the  world,  the  flesh  and  the  devil. 
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"  Fssi.  good  towards  your  pastor.  Be  kind  to  him  and  do  what  you 
can  to  help  him.  Don't  forget  to  tell  him  occasionally  that  his  labors 
are  appreciated.  When  you  differ  with  him  in  regard  to  church  affairs 
or  you  have  a  suggestion  to  make  in  regard  to  either  pulpit  or  church 
work,  do  it  in  such  a  way  that  he  will  appreciate  your  suggestions  as 
those  of  a  friend.    Who  likes  bears  ?    Don't  be  one. 

u  Don't  be  afraid  of  spoiling  your  pastor  by  either  kind  words  or 
little  tokens  of  regard.  There  are  enough  to  nag  and  find  fault  with 
him  and  speak  ugly  things  about  him  without  you  joining  their  num- 
ber. You  need  not  be  alarmed  lest  those  ;  thorns  in  the  flesh '  will  not 
keep  him  aware  of  their  presence  or  of  their  mission. 

*  One  of  the  pleasantest  recollections  of  my  ministry  is  that  of  a  dear 
friend  who  once  a  year  was  accustomed  to  bring  to  our  home  a  little 
memento  of  friendship.  It  was  not,  generally,  costly.  But  it  was  so 
kindly  done  and  also  so  expressive  that  I  became  strongly  attached  to 
the  family.  Some  people  said  I  visited  there  more  than  in  other  homes. 
That  was  true.  The  reason  was  I  had  so  much  pleasure  there.  The 
atmosphere  was  full  of  love.  How  attentive  those  children  were  to  the 
wants  of  their  parents !  How  thoughtful  towards  one  another !  How 
mindful  of  others !  Never  did  I  hear  a  word  that  made  me  feel  uncom- 
fortable or  made  me  wish  to  flee.  The  members  of  that  home  were  my 
helpers.     I  could  not  but  love  them. 

"  Don't  be  afraid  of  your  pastor  getting  too  big  a  salary.  You  know 
there  are  always  some  who  And  great  pleasure  in  demonstrating  that 
the  minister  and  his  family  are  extravagant.  They  think  because  he 
gets  more  than  they  he  gets  too  much.  Keep  away  from  such.  They 
are  jealous  of  the  minister  and  his  family.  They  are  mean.  If  they 
succeed  in  becoming  rich  they  will  be  the  most  exacting  and  oppressive 
element  in  the  community.  There  is  no  danger  of  giving  your  pastor  too 
much  salary  ;  there  is  of  giving  him  too  little.  In  times  of  financial 
stringency  economizing  is  generally  begun  in  the  amount  promised  for  his 
support,  and  when  a  change  takes  place  he  is  the  last  to  know  it  by 
experience.  There  are  plenty  of  others  to  say  with  the  devout  but  stingy 
deacon,  who,  when  some  one  prayed  that  the  Lord  would  keep  their 
pastor  humble  and  '  poor  in  spirit/  remarked  that  part  of  the  prayer 
might  be  omitted,  for  if  the  Lord  would  only  keep  him  humble  they 
would  take  care  that  he  was  kept  poor.  Don't  train  in  the  crowd  with 
the  deacon. 

•'  There  were  two  classes  of  members  that  were  especially  annoying 
to  me,  representatives  of  both  of  which  were  in  every  charge  over  which 
I  was  ever  placed.  The  one  was  unfriendly  and  took  mean  and  ugly 
ways  to  show  the  feeling  of  hostility.  It  was  largely  made  up  of  women. 
The  method  of  annoying  most  generally  took  this  form.  Sometimes  a 
brother  minister  preached  for  me.  One  of  these  dear  sisters,  at  the 
close  of  the  services,  would  rush  up  to  him  and  with  great  gush  would 

say,  if  possible  so  that  I  would  hear, about  as  follows:     'Oh,  Mr. , 

that  was  a  good  sermon;  that  is  the  kind  of  preaching  1  like.  If  we 
could  only  get  sermons  of  that  kind  occasionally  ! '  I  have  met  that 
kind  of  people  in  the  charges  of  other  ministers.  My  invariable  reply 
to  them  has  been  this :  'That  is  not  the  kind  of  preaching  you  need. 
I  have  made  a  mistake.  Your  minister  knows  what  you  need  a.  £i^\» 
deal  better  than  I  do.     You  wiJJ  profit  more  if  you  give  better  attexAivoxi 
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to  what  he  says.1  The  other  class  was  composed  of  persons  friendly 
enough  but  always  more  considerate  of  other  pastors  than  their  own. 
Many  a  time  have  I  been  compelled  to  listen  to  kind  words  spoken  and 
kind  acts  done  to  brother  ministers  by  those  who  never  thought  that 
these  taken  in  connection  with  the  neglect  of  their  own  was  very  wound- 
ing. These  good  people  seemed  to  think  they  were  not  under  any  obliga- 
tion to  be  as  kind  to  and  considerate  of  their  own  pastor  and  his  family 
as  they  were  of  other  pastors  and  their  families.  Kindness  to  others 
did  not  wound,  but  the  showing  or  telling  of  it  in  such  a  way  as  to 
make  conspicuous  their  indifference  to  me,  did.  It  was  like  the  prick 
of  a  sharp  needle  every  time  I  passed  through  the  experience.  These 
persons  were  friendly  enough,  but  their  inconsiderateness  hurt  worse 
than  the  wounds  of  an  enemy. 

a  Don't  belong  to  either  class.  Don't  encourage  them.  Stand  up  for 
your  pastor  in  all  that  is  right.  Be  his  friend.  Act  so  that  he  and  all 
will  know  that  you  are  his  friend." — An  old  pastor's  advice  to  a  young 
church  member. 


*  ♦  ■ 
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LADIES'    MISSIONARY    SOCIETIES. 


Kansas  City. — In  presenting  the  third  annual  report  of  the  Ladies9 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Kansas  City  congregation,  we  wish  first  of 
all  to  express  our  sincere  thankfulness  to  God  for  his  superintending 
control  over  us,  and  the  preservation  of  the  lives  of  our  members. 
Several  members  have  removed,  two  to  Europe,  yet  others  have  come 
in  and  filled  up  the  ranks.  We  have  held  ten  meetings  during  the  year. 
Our  custom  is  to  open  and  close  these  meetings  with  devotional  exer- 
cises, the  interval  being  taken  up  in  rendering  appropriate  literary  selec- 
tions, hearing  briet  talks  on  mission  work  abroad  and  in  the  congrega- 
tion, and  attending  to  business  as  it  comes  before  us.  We  have  raised 
this  year  one  hundred  and  seventy  dollars  ($170.00),  which  amount 
was  wisely  expended  in  the  cause  of  Christ.  We  have  tendered  recep- 
tions and  held  several  socials.  Our  labors  have  not  been  fruitless,  but 
we  pray  that  the  Lord  will  make  us  more  abundant  in  labors  in  the 
future.  Mrs.  W.  M.  Glasgow,  President. 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Marvin,  Secretary. 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  May  1,  1893. 

Hebron. — Another  year  with  its  opportunities  and  responsibilities 
has  passed,  and  we  are  called  upon  to  pause,  for  a  moment,  and  review 
our  work,  and  ask  ourselves,  Have  we  done  all  we  could  for  the  Master  ? 
The  goodness  of  God  has  been  manifested  to  us  in  sparing  the  lives  of 
all  the  members  of  our  society  the  past  3Tear.  We  are  permitted  to  re- 
'  main  working  in  his  vineyard,  where  the  harvest  is  plenteous  and  ready 
for  gathering.  We  must  remember  that  each  one  of  us  has  a  part  to 
perform  in  this  great  work.  May  God  bless  our  feeble  efforts  to  build 
up  Christ's  kingdom  in  the  world.  The  Master's  work  requires  haste, 
and  should  be  done  willingly,  promptly,  now.  The  year  just  closed  has 
been  pleasant  and  we  trust  profitable  to  us  as  a  society.  We  have  a 
membership  of  twenty.  During  the  year  we  have  held  ten  regular 
meetings. 
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Our  funds  have  been  raised  by  dues,  donations,  and  free-will  offerings. 
The  total  receipts  for  the  past  year  have  amounted  to  $64.00.  The 
treasurer's  report  is  as  follows:  Domestic  missions,  SI 0  00;  Church 
building  in  Denver,  $12.80 ;  Indian  mission,  $8.80;  Foreign  mission, 
$14.00 ;  communion  set,  $9.40 ;  carpet  for  church,  $9.00. 

Mrs.  M.  J.  Moore,  President. 

Mrs.  Belle  McConnell,  Secretary. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Ritchie,  Treasurer. 


Editorial. 

Elsewhere  is  published  an  account  of  the  National  Reform  Con- 
vention which  met  in  the  1st  U.  P.  church  of  Allegheny  on  the 
14th,  15th  and  16th  of  November.  It  was  as  large,  as,  representa- 
tive, and  as  enthusiastic  a  meeting  as  was  ever  held  in  favor  of  the 
movement.  The  attendance  was  excellent  during  all  the  sessions. 
The  addresses  were  carefully  prepared  and  listened  to  with  close 
attention.  There  was  no  evidence  of  weariness.  Harmony  charac- 
terized all  the  proceedings.  The  resolutions  were  heartily  and  unan- 
imously adopted. 

The  Christian  people  of  this  land  are  beginning  to  understand 
that,  with  the  Constitution  as  it  now  is,  there  is  no  possibility  of 
resisting  successfully  the  efforts  being  made  to  completely  secularize 
the  government  and  all  our  civil  institutions.  Earnest,  united,  per- 
sistent and  prayerful  effort  is  all  that  is  needed  in  order  to  secure  the 
adoption  of  such  an  amendment  to  the  Preamble  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  as  will  bring  that  document  into  entire  harmony 
with  the  teachings  of  God's  word  and  thus  completely  defeat  any 
attempts  the  secularists  may  make  to  accomplish  their  purpose. 
This  convention  did  much  to  prepare  the  way  for  putting  forth  such 
an  effort. 


j 


TEM  S. 


Rev.  J.  M.  Armour  has  removed  to  Seattle,  Wash.,  and  Rev.  N.  R. 
Johnston  to  Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 

There  are  not  many  pastors  who  will  not  say  "Amen  v  to  the  closing 
words  of  "  An  Old  Pastor's  Advice  "  on  page  17. 

Rev.  J.  C.  K.  Faris  will  labor  in  Pittsburgh  Presbytery  February 
and  March,  and  in  Philadelphia  in  May  instead  of  the  months  pub- 
lished in  the  Minutes. 

At  the  urgent  request  of  Rochester  Presbytery  Rev.  B.  M.  Sharp 
has  consented  to  labor  in  Rochester  congregation  during  December  and 
January. 

Rev.  J.  R.  W.  Stevenson  has  been  continued  stated  supply  of  Kan- 
sas City  congregation.  The  brethren  there  are  encouraged.  They  are 
worshipping  in  their  own  church  building. 
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The  $300  credited  to  the  estate  of  D.  Parkhill  in  the  list  of  contri- 
butions to  Denver  congregation,  should  have  been  credited  to  John 
Parkhill.  

Rev.  Db.  H.  H.  George  has  accepted  the  call  to  the  East  End  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  congregation.  His  installation  will  take  place  the 
latter  part  of  March. 

Pastors  and  clerks  of  sessions  are  reminded  that  reports  are  to  be 
made  out  from  January  to  January,  (Minutes,  page  248.)  These  are 
to  be  in  the  hands  of  clerks  of  presbyteries  soon  thereafter.  There 
is  no  good  reason  why  a  full  report  should  not  be  received  from 
every  congregation.  Clerks  of  presbyteries  should  insist  on  this. 
Neglect  on  the  part  of  either  clerks  or  sessions  should  be  noticed,  and 
such  action  taken  as  will  prevent  its  recurrence. 

Only  members  in  regular  standing  should  be  reported.  It  is  folly  to 
report  a  larger  membership  than  actually  exists.  Rolls  must  be  purged 
some  time  and  the  sooner  the  better.  Clerks  of  sessions  before  making 
out  their  reports  should  read  recommendation  No.  2,  Minutes,  page  243. 

Rev.  T.  A.  Rusk  has  been  appointed  stated  supply  in  St.  Louis  con- 
gregation from  December  to  April.  Any  of  our  readers  that  know  of 
members  of  our  church  in  that  city  that  have  not  identified  themselves 
with  the  congregation,  would  do  well  to  communicate  with  him  respect- 
ing them.     Mr.  Rusk's  address  is  1214  S.  Ange  avenue,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Robinson,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  writes  that  the  extract 
from  the  judicial  committee's  report  published  in  our  December  num- 
ber, related  to  the  rumors  in  circulation  previous  to  July  13,  1892,  and 
not  those  of  a  later  date. 

The  name  of  The  Dissenter  has  been  changed  to  The  Christian 
Reformer  and  Dissenter^  and  will  be  published  weekly  after  January 
1st.  There  is  also  published  in  connection  with  it  a  Sabbath  School 
paper,  Our  Youth.  Terms  :  One  year,  for  both,  $1.25,  if  paid  strictly 
in  advance. 

Dr.  Sarkis  Badeer  requests  us  to  state  that  he  made  application  to 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board  to  be  appointed  medical  missionary  to 
Cyprus.  The  secretary  wrote  in  reply  :  u  We  have  no  opening  for  a 
physician  to  our  foreign  fields,,,  and  so  the  offer  was  not  accepted.  Dr. 
Badeer  is  now  in  Philadelphia. 

The  "  dedicatory  services  of  the  First  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church  of  South  Denver,  Col.,"  were  held  on  September  17th.  What 
is  needed  now  that  the  earnest  band  of  workers  push  forward  our  cause 
in  that  large  and  important  city  is  a  liberal  response  to  their  appeal 
for  help  to  remove  the  debt  on  their  church  building.     Who  will  help? 

On  Tuesday  afternoon,  November  28th,  two  windows  in  the  chapel 
of  the  Western  University,  in  honor  of  the  memory  of  Drs.  Bruce  and 
Black  were  unveiled.  Presentation  addresses  were  made  by  D.  Bruce, 
Esq,  and  Dr.  McClelland,  which  were  responded  to  by  Drs.  W.  J. 
Reed  and  J.  W.  Sproull.  The  addresses  of  the  two  last  were  published 
in  full  in  the  Pittsburgh  Gazette  of  December  2d.     Dr.  Black  was  pae- 
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tor  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  of  Pittsburgh,  (commonly 
known  as  Oak  Alley,)  for  nearly  forty-nine  years.  He  identified  him- 
self with  our  new-side  brethren  in  the  division  of  1833. 


Brother  Dill  writes  in  a  private  note  as  follows :  "  Mr.  McKee 
continues  to  grow  more  feeble,  and  is  a  great  sufferer.  He  can  talk 
but  very  little  and  it  is  difficult  to  know  what  he  says.  Financial 
stringency  in  Topeka,  and  especially  the  Santa  Fee  Co.,  whose  shops 
are  located  here,  have  crippled  our  congregation  in  contributions  this 
fall  and  winter.  We  hope  by  spring  to  have  a  church  building  of  our 
own  which  will  greatly  lighten  our  burdens.  Who  that  has  the  means, 
will  help  us  ?  " 

0n«  way  in  which  the  Lord  prepares  a  generation  for  noble  service 
is  by  reviving  interest  in  the  stories  of  the  noble  men  of  past  days  of 
trial.  No  literature  surpasses  that  whioh  recounts  the  struggles  of  the 
martyrs  and  confessors  of  Jesus,  w  of  whom  the  world  was  not  worthy/' 
•  The  Covenanter  Publishing  Co.  is  doing  a  good  work  in  supplying  the 
church  with  books  relating  to  the  times  of  persecution  in  Scotland. 
M  Homes,  Haunts  and  Battlefields  of  the  Covenanters,"  is  a  choice  book 
of  283  pages.  Its  author  is  A.  B.  Todd,  of  Cumnock  in  Ayrshire,  who 
writes  of  the  "killing  times  "  with  full  knowledge  of  the  spots  rendered 
memorable  by  the  struggles  for  civil  and  religious  liberty.  No  better 
present  can  be  given  to  young  or  old.  Orders  sent  in  before  1894  will 
be  filled  for  one  dollar  ;  after  that  for  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents. 
Address  The  Covenanter  Publishing  Co.,  No.  37  Federal  street,  Alle- 
gheny, Pa.  

Uesoldtions  adopted  by  the  session  of  Clarinda  congregation  respect- 
ing the  dissolution  of  the  pastoral  relation  between  Rev.  D.  McKee  and 
the  congregation : 

Whereas,  God  in  his  providence  has  seen  meet  to  lay  his  hand  on 
our  pastor,  Rev.  D.  McKee,  to  such  an  extent  that,  at  his  own  request, 
the  pastoral  relation  has  been  dissolved  by  action  of  presbytery  ;  there- 
fore, 

Rrxolved,  1.  That  as  we  bow  in  submission  to  the  divine  will  in  this 
dispensation  of  providence,  we  express  our  high  appreciation  of  our 
pastor's  untiring  zeal  in  his  labors  for  the  spiritual  welfare  of  his  people 
ami  the  building  up  of  his  Master's  kingdom. 

-.     That  in  the  dissolving  of  this  relation  the  congregation  has  lost 

O  3  3 

a  faithful  pastor,  whose  love  was  unfeigned  and  his  friendship  enduring 
to  his  flock,  to  the  surrounding  communit3'  and  the  church  at  large. 
In  all  his  pastoral  duties  faithfulness  characterized  his  work  to  such  an 
extent  that  he  often  sacrificed  his  own  comfort  in  order  to  minister  to 
others.  He  was  specially  diligent  and  faithful  in  the  duties  of  family 
visitation,  catechising  the  children,  instructing  and  training  the  youth, 
ami  his  work  has  been  so  blessed  in  this  regard  that  now  when  his  pas- 
toral labors  are  ended  he  has  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that,  with  few 
exceptions,  the  youth  of  the  congregation  have,  at  a  proper  age,  united 
with  the  church.  During  his  pastorate  of  thirty-two  years,  having  been 
installed  September  20,  1861,  and  the  relation  dissolved  October  25, 
189t,  we  have  found  Mr.  McKee  true  to  his  principles  and  loyal  \,o  V\\% 
Master  in  proclaiming  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Christ. 
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3.  Our  pastor  was  an  able  expounder  and  faithful  defender  of  the 
distinctive  principles  of  the  Covenanter  Church,  and  also  an  active 
worker  in  National  Reform  and  other  public  reforms,  such  as  temper- 
ance, Sabbath  observance,  anti-secresy,  etc.,  in  all  of  which  his  voice 
was  heard  as  an  able  and  fearless  advocate  in  pulpit  and  on  platfonn. 
As  we  are  deprived  of  his  leadership,  our  prayer  ascends,  "  Help,  Lord ; 
for  the  godly  man  ceaseth,  for  the  faithful  fail  from  among  the  children 
of  men." 

4.  That  as  a  moderator  of  session  Mr.  McKee  was  faithful  and  lov- 
ing in  discipline,  wise  and  prudent  in  counsel,  and  zealous  in  all  things 
for  the  glory  of  God  and  the  spiritual  welfare  of  his  people. 

5.  We  extend  our  sincere  sympathy  to  our  late  pastor  in  his  great 
affliction  and  assure  him  of  an  interest  in  our  prayers  for  his  healing 
by  the  great  Physician,  if  it  be  His  will,  for  the  divine  support  in  all 
his  chastening,  and  that  all  may  result  in  an  eternal  weight  of  glory  for 
him,  believing  that  he  will  experience  the  fulfillment  of  the  promise, 
44  The  eternal  God  is  thy  refuge  and  underneath  are  the  everlasting 
arms." 

6.  We  convey  our  sympathy  to  Mrs.  McKee  and  family,  and  assure 
them  that  in  their  affliction  we  are  afflicted,  and  commend  them  to  the 
God  of  all  comfort,  who  hath  promised,  u  When  thou  passest  through 
the  waters  I  will  be  with  thee,  and  through  the  rivers  they  shall  not 
overflow  thee." 

7.  In  closing  this  heartfelt  tribute  of  respect  to  our  loving  and  be- 
loved pastor,  we  desire  to  express  our  determination,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  to  manifest  our  loving  remembrance  of  him  by  faithful  mainte- 
nance of  the  truth  and  covenant  cause  of  God  in  which  Mr.  McKee  has 

,  led  us  all  these  years.  J.  W.  Dill,  Moderator,  pro  tern. 

I.  B.  Casket,  Clerk. 
Clarinddy  la.,  November  21,  1893. 
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CCLESIASTICAL. 


MEETING    OF    PRESBYTERIES. 


Pittsburgh. — Pittsburgh  Presbytery  met  at  New  Galilee,  October 
10th,  at  10  a.  m.  R.  C  Wylie  *as  chosen  moderator,  W.  J.  Coleman 
clerk,  and  J.  S.  Martin  assistant  clerk.  Sixteen  ministers  and  seven- 
teen elders  were  present.  Rev.  S.  J.  Crowe  was  received  from  New 
York  Presbytery,  and  accepted  a  call  from  Oil  Creek  congregation. 
The  call  on  Dr.  H.  H.  George  from  East  End  congregation  was  referred 
to  a  commission  for  presentation.  The  call  on  Mr.  H.  G.  Foster  was 
referred  back  to  the  congregation  to  be  completed. 

T.  M.  Slater  was  taken  under  the  care  of  presbytery  as  a  student  of 
theology  of  the  first  year  and  A.  M.  George  was  received  on  certificate 
from  Lakes  Presbytery.  J.  B.  Gilmore  and  A.  J.  McFarland,  students 
of  the  second  year,  gave  specimens  of  improvement. 

The  congregation  of  Slippery  Rock  was  recommended  for  aid  to  the 
Board  of  JSustentation,  and  East  End  to  the  Board  of  Church  Erection. 
D.  C.  Martin  reported  on  the  condition  of  the  congregation  of  Middle- 
town  ;  J.  F.  Crozier  on  Salem  ;  and  J.  R.  Latimer  on  Centreville.  The 
appointment  in  each  case  was  continued.  Arrangements  were  made 
for  tlie  installation  of  W.  M.  Glasgow  in  Beaver  ¥a\\%. 
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The  committee  on  examination  of  candidates  for  licensure  and  ordi- 
nation reported  the  following  resolutions  which  were  adopted  : 

1.  That  candidates  for  licensure  when  they  have  regular  certificates 
of  three  years'  study  in  the  Theological  Seminary  be  more  especially 
examined  in  experimental  religion,  their  personal  call  to  the  preaching 
of  the  gospel,  their  duties  to  the  congregations  or  mission  stations 
where  they  may  be  called  to  labor,  their  obligations  as  public  represen- 
tatives of  the  church  in  the  communities  where  they  may  sojourn  or 
reside  and  their  soundness  in  the  principles  of  God's  word  as  received 
by  the  Covenanter  Church. 

2.  That  the  examination  of  candidates  for  ordination  be  mainly 
directed  toward  ascertaining  their  fitness  to  make  use  of  the  original 
Scriptures  in  their  regular  ministerial  work,  and  encouraging  them  to  do 
so ;  their  acquaintance  with  the  duties  of  the  place  to  which  they  are 
called,  and  especially  in  settlements  of  pastors  with  the  duties  of  the 
pastoral  office.  Important  as  evidence  of  the  soundness  of  the  candi- 
date in  the  principles  of  the  church  is  in  cases  of  licensure,  it  is  still 
more  important  and  imperative  in  all  cases  of  ordination.        Clerk. 

Illinois. — The  presbytery  of  Illinois  met  at  Oakdale,  111.,  on  the 
10th  and  11th  of  October,  1893.  M.  A.  Gault  was  elected  moderator ; 
R.  C.  Reed  continued  clerk  ;  and  R.  E.  Wisely  chosen  assistant  clerk. 
D.  S.  Faris  was  selected  to  represent  the  presbytery  on  the  Board  of 
Corporation  of  Geneva  College.  R.  C.  Reed  was  appointed  general 
secretary  of  missions.  The  request  of  J.  R.  Wylie  to  be  released  from 
pastoral  charge  of  Church  Hill  congregation,  was  by  him  withdrawn. 
Arrangements  were  made  bjf  which  he  will  supply  the  Elkhorn  congre- 
gation half  time  for  the  next  six  months.  Presbytery  ordered  its  con- 
gregatiobs  to  take  up  a  collection  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
presbyterial  mission  fund.  Owing  to  discouragement  at  De  Witt,  it 
was  thought  best  to  discontinue  efforts  to  carry  on  work  theie  for  the 
present ;  the  mission  work,  however,  not  abandoned. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  held  at  Bloomington,  Ind.,  on  Wednesday, 
at  7  p.  m.,  of  the  week  preceding  that  on  which  Synod  meets.. 

R.  C.  Reed  was  elected  the  moderator  alternate  to  preach  the  ser- 
mon at  the  next  meeting.  Tuesday  evening,  October  10th,  was 
appointed  as  the  time  for  preaching  the  sermon,  and  for  the  conference. 

In  accordance  with  the  programme,  on  the  evening  of  Tuesday, 
October  10th,  M.  A.  Gault  preached  a  sermon  from  Exodus  3  :  3,  in 
which  he  set  forth  the  imperishable  character  of  the  church.  The  sub- 
ject for  discussion  at  the  conference  was  :  u  The  relation  of  the  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  Church  to  National  Reform."  r\  here  was  a  differ- 
ence of  opinion  on  the  following  points.  1.  Has  the  National  Reform 
movement  as  it  has  been  carried  on  been  of  any  advantage  to  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church?  2.  What  is  the  relation  of  the  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  Church  to  National  Reform  at  the  present  time? 
3.  What  ought  to  be  the  relation  of  the  Church  to  the  National  Reform 
Association  '! 

In  the  mind  of  the  writer  there  is  no   ground  for   difference  on  the 
first  and    second    points.     We  think  it  to  be    beyond   dispute   that  the 
National  Reform  movement  has  in  no  way  injuied  the  church,  but  l\a^ 
been  helpful  to  her  in    teaching  the   Christian  theory  of   go\er\Muexv\,\ 
and  we  are  not  a  little  surprised  to  know    that   there  ave  soxwe  v?\\o 
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think  that  the  last  decision  of  Synod  divorced  Political  Dissent  fron 
National  Reform.  We  opine,  that  Synod's  last  decision  on  Nationa 
Reform  is  in  line  with  the  true  historic  position  of  the  church,  anc 
agrees  with  the  covenant  of  1871.  On  the  third  point,  however,  w< 
admit  that  there  is  room  for  a  difference  of  opinion :  Should  we  longei 
support  the  National  Reform  Association  with  a  church  collection  ? 

R.  C.  Reed,  Clerk  of  Presbytery. 


INSTALLATIONS. 


Rev.  S.  J.  Crowe. — The  commission  to  install  Rev.  S.  J.  Crowe  pas 
tor  of  the  Oil  Creek  congregation  met  in  the  Oil  Creek  church  or 
November  30th  at  10  a.  m.,  and  was  constituted  with  prayer  by  D.  C 
Martin,  who  acted  as  moderator  in  the  absence  of  J.  W.  Sproull,  de 
tained  at  home.  J.  F.  Crozier  was  elected  clerk.  The  sermon  was 
preached  by  Mr.  Crozier,  who  also  addressed  the  congregation.  Mr 
Martin  made  the  installation  prayer  and  addressed  the  pastor.  Th< 
exercises  were  very  pleasant.  Mr.  Crowe  is  the  pastor  of  an  earnest 
united  and  spirited  people.  The  future  of  the  congregation  is  encour 
aging.  

Rev.  Thomas  Patton. — The  commission  appointed  by  the  Ne* 
York  Presbytery  to  install  Rev.  Thomas  Patton  over  the  Coldenhan 
congregation  convened  at  the  Coldenham  church  October  13th.  Rev 
J.  W.  P.  Carlisle,  chairman,  and  Rev.  P.  M.  Foster  and  Rev.  J.  R 
Thompson  were  present.  Elders  of  the  commission  from  Newburgl 
were  unavoidably  absent.  The  commission  was  constituted  wit! 
prayer  by  the  chairman.  Reuben  Frazer  was  chosen  secretary.  The 
courtesies  of  the  floor  were  extended  to  Revs.  R.  H.  McCreadj 
and  W.  Winant  of  the  Reformed  Church. 

After  the  edict  was  read,  Kev.  F.  M.  Foster  preached  an  able  ser 
roon  from  II.  Tim.  4:1,2.  His  points  were  as  follows :  I.  The  min 
istry.  1.  They  are  not  self-called.  2.  They  are  not  commissioned  bj 
the  people.  3.  They  are  called  by  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  4.  They  an 
directly  responsible  to  the  Head  of  the  Church.  5.  They  have  the 
promise  of  the  Master's  presence.  II.  The  message  they  are  to  pro 
claim.  1.  The  pure  gospel.  2.  Not  an  adulterated  gospel.  3.  The} 
are  to  bear  testimony  to  the  fullness  of  the  message.  4.  To  proclain 
it  in  season  and  out  of  season.  5.  To  proclaim  it  in  love.  III.  Result! 
of  the  message.  1.  A  savour  of  life  unto  life.  2.  A  savour  of  deatl 
unto   death.     3.  The   results  are  wholly    with  God.     IV.  Conclusion 

In  faithfully  preaching  the  word  his  servants  have:  1.  Evidences o! 
his  favor.     2.  Promise  lor  the  future. 

The  pastor-elect  after  affirmatively  answering  the  usual  queries  foi 
installation  was  duly  installed  with  prayer  by  the  chairman  of  the  com 
mission.  After  receiving  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  from  the  mem 
bers  of  the  commission,  the  pastor  was  addressed  by  Rev.  J.  R 
Thompson  in  a  feeling  manner.  1.  Be  impressed  with  the  thought  thai 
you  are  a  messenger  of  God.  2.  Make  thorough  preparation  for  youi 
work,  (a.)  Intellectual  preparation,  (b.)  Spiritual  preparation.  3 
Preach  the  gospel  of  Christ  and  him  crucified.  4.  Live  the  gospel 
5.  Be  a  reformer.  f>.  Cultivate  a  brotherly  Christian  spirit  with  al 
Christians  round  about  you.     7.  Be  not  discouraged.     The  charge  tc 
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the  people  was  given  by  Rev.  J.  W.  F.  Carlisle,  who  complimented  the 
people  ot  the  congregation  for  holding  together  so  faithfully  during 
the  years  they  were  without  a  pastor,  and  urged  them  to  remember  the 
pledge  given  in  their  call.  Be  a  social  church,  a  devotional  church,  a 
practical  people,  a  Covenanter  congregation.  Excellent  addresses  were 
also  delivered  by  Rev.  Messrs.  McCready  and  Winant  full  of  kindly 
feeling. 
The  commission  adjourned  with  prayer  by  Rev.  Thomas  Patton. 

J.  W.  F.  Carlisle,  Chairman. 

Reuben  Krazer,  Secretary. 
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FOURTH    QUARTER,    189  3. 

LESSON   XIII.— December    24. 

THE  GREAT  INVITATION.-Rev.  22 : 8-21. 


&  And  I  John  saw  these  tilings,  and 
beard  them.  And  when  I  had  heard 
and  seen,  I  toll  down  to  worship  before 
the  feet  of  the  angel  which  shewed  me 
these  things. 

9.  Then  saith  he  unto  me,  See  thou 
do  it  not:  for  I  am  thy  fellow  servant, 
and  of  thy  brethren  the  prophets,  and 
of  them  which  keep  the  sayings  of 
this  book:  worship  God. 

10.  And  he  saith  unto  me,  Seal  not 
the  sayings  of  the  prophecy  of  this 
book :  for  the  time  is  at  hand. 

11.  He  that  is  unjust,  let  him  be  un- 
just still:  and  he  which  is  filthy,  let 
him  be  filthy  still:  and  he  that  is  right- 
eous, let  him  be  righteous  still :  and  he 
that  is  holy,  let  him  be  holy  still. 

12.  And,  behold,  I  come  quickly; 
tnd  my  reward  is  with  me,  to  give 
every  man  according  as  his  work  shall 
he. 

13.  I  am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  be- 
ginning and  the  end,  the  first  and  the 
last. 

14.  Blessed  are  they  that  do  his  com- 
mandments, that  they  may  have  right 
to  the  tree  of  life,  and  may  enter  in 
through  the  gates  into  the  cily. 

15.  For  without  are  dogs,  and  sor- 


cerers, and  whoremongers,  and  mur- 
derers, and  idolaters,  and  whosoever 
lovetli  and  maketh  a  lie. 

16.  I  Jesus  have  sent  mine  angel  to 
testify  unto  you  these  things  in  the 
churches.  I  am  the  root  and  the  off- 
spring of  David,  and  the  bright  and 
morning  star. 

17.  And  the  Spirit  and  the  bride  say, 
Come.  And  let  him  that  heareth  Ray, 
Come.  And  let  him  that  is  athirst 
come.  And  whosoever  will,  let  him 
take  the  water  of  life  freely. 

18.  For  I  testify  unto  every  man 
that  heareth  the  words  of  the  prophecy 
ot  this  book.  If  anv  man  shall  add  un- 
to  these  things,  God  shall  add  unto  him 
the  plagues  that  are  written  in  this 
book: 

19.  And  if  any  man  shall  take  away 
from  the  words  of  the  book  of  this 
prophecy,  God  shall  take  away  his 
part  out  of  the  book  of  life,  and  of  the 
holy  city,  and  from  the  things  which 
are  written  in  this  book. 

20.  He  which  testifieth  these  things 
saith,  Surely  I  come  quickly.  Amen. 
Even  so,  come,  Lord  Jesus. 

21.  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  be  with  you  all.     Amen. 


The»  Golden  Text  is:  Whosoever  will,  let  him  take  the  water  of  life 
freely.— Rev.  22:17. 

The  lessons  pass  to  the  close  of  the  book.  The  wonderful  chapters 
intervening  are  not  brought  before  us.  The  Bible  ought  however 
to  be  read  continuously  bv  the  Sabbath  School  scholars  apart  from 
these  lessons.     Here  we  have 

I.    The  angel  and   the  apostle,   verses  8,  9.     The  apoatta  v*$& 
about  to  worship  bis  guide  ns  if  the  Lord.     He  is  eauUoned  \\o\,  to 
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do  so.  The  worship  of  angels  is  not  allowed.  They  are  fellow 
servants  of  the  saints.  God  alone  is  to  be  worshipped.  We  have 
thus  a  conclusive  proof  of  the  divinity  of  our  Saviour,  for  he  did 
not  refuse  worship. 

II.  The  Saviour  and  the  apostle,  verses  10-15.  1.  The  time  of 
trial  was  near.  The  events  set  forth  in  the  Revelation  were  near, 
and  that  time  would  seal  the  condition  of  those  who  heard  the  word: 
therefore  the  message  was  to  be  published,  that  it  might  reach  them. 
2.  The  reward  of  the  faithful  is  sure.  In  verse  14,  the  revision 
reads,  blessed  are  they  that  wash  their  robes,  which  joins  the  verse 
with  chapter  7,  verse  14, 

III.  The  final  message,  verses  16-21.  The  message  is  for  the 
churches.  It  is  for  the  churches  of  to-day.  It  comes  from  the  Son 
of  man,  the  Saviour  from  David's  line  and  the  Star,  see  Numbers  24: 
17.  The  invitation  is  pressed  on  every  hand.  The  Holy  Spirit  and 
the  church  and  all  that  hear,  bid  men  to  drink  of  the  water  of  life. 

A  warning  follows,  as  to  taking  from  or  adding  to  the  words  of 
the  prophecy.  It  is  most  solemn,  and  as  this,  the  last  chapter  of 
the  last  book  of  the  Bible,  links  itself  with  the  first  book  of  the 
Bible,  in  its  reference  to  the  Paradise  of  God,  the  mind  goes  out  to 
the  completeness  of  God's  word,  and  what  an  awful  thing  it  is  to 
tear  it  apart,  or  to  add  to  it.  The  close  is  an  assurance  of  Christ 
that  he  will  speedily  come,  and  the  apostle  prays  for  the  coming. 
Even  so,  come,  Lord  Jesus. 

Psalms  50 : 1-4;  24 : 3-6. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  78.     What  is  forbidden  in  the  ninth  commandment  t 

Ans.  The  ninth  commandment  forbiddeth  whatsoever  is  preju- 
dicial to  truth,  or  injurious  to  our  own  or  our  neighbor's  good  name. 


LESSON   XIV.— December  31. 

STUDIES  m  THE  EPISTLES. 

The  Golden  Text  is :     The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be 
witli  you  all. — Rev.  22 :  21. 


LEMONS. 


1.— Rom.  1:8-17... 


2.— Rom.  3: 19-26.. 


TITLES. 


The  Power  of  the  Gospel. 


Redemption  in  Christ.. 


GOLDEN  TEXT.     ~ 


8. — Rom.  5:1-11...    Justification  by  Faith... . 


1  am  not  ashamed  of  the  gospel 
of  Christ ;  for  it  is  the  power 
of  God  unto  salvation  to  every 
one  that  believeth. — Rom.  1  : 
16 

Being  justified  freely  by  his 
grace  through  the  redemption 
that  is  in  Christ  Jesus. — Rom. 
3  :  24. 

While  we  were  yet  sinners, 
Christ  died  for  us.— Rom.  5: 8w 
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l-Rom.  12  : 1-15. . 
5^-I.Cor.  8:1-13.. 

«.-L  Cor.  15: 13-26. 

7.-II.  Cor.  8:1-12. 
8.-Eph.  4:20-82... 


TITLES. 


9-Col.  3:12:25.... 

lO.-James  1 :  16-27. 
11- — I.  Peter  1 : 1-12. 


12.-Rev.  1  :9  20... 


13.-Rev.  21  :  8  21.. 


11. 


Christian  Living 

Abstinence   for   Sake  of 
Othero 

The  Resurrection 


The  Grace  of  Liberality. 


OOLDK1T  TEXT. 


Imitation  of  Christ. 


The  Christian  Home 


Grateful  Obedience. 


The  Heavenly  Inheritance 


The  Glorified  Saviour. . . 


The  Great  Invitation 


Review. 


Be  not  overcome  of  evil,  but 
overcome  evil  with  good.— 
Rom.  12 :  21. 

We  then  that  are  strong  ought 
to  bear  the  infirmities  of  the 
weak,  and  not  to  please  our- 
selves.— Rom.  15  : 1. 

Thanks  be  unto  God,  which  giv- 
eth  us  the  victory,  through  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ — I.  Cor.  15: 
57. 

He  became  poor,  that  ye  through 
his  poverty  might  be  rich. — 
II.  Cor.  8  :  9. 

And  be  ye  kind  one  to  another, 
tenderhearted,  forgiving  one 
another,  even  as  God  for 
Christ's  sake  hath  forgiven 
you.— Eph.  4  :  82. 

I  will  walk  within  my  house 
with  a  perfect  heart. — Ps.  101 : 
2. 

We  loved  him  because  he  first 
loved  us. — I.  John  4  :  19. 

Giving  thanks  unto  the  Father, 
which  hath  made  us  meet  to 
be  partakers  of  the  inherit- 
ance of  the  saints  in  light. — 
Col.  1 :  12. 

Wherefore  God  also  hath  highly 
exalted  him,  and  given  him  a 
name  which  is  above  every 
name. — Phil.  2:9. 

Whosoever  will,  let  him  take  the 
water  of  life  freely. — Rev.  22 : 
17. 

The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  be  with  you  all. — Rev* 
22:21. 


There  is  great  scope  here  for  review.  It  will  be  noticed  that  we 
have  not  given  the  lesson,  The  Birth  of  Jesus,  for  December  24th, 
bat  the  alternate  lesson — The  Great  Invitation.  We  have  no  sym- 
pathy with  the  effort  to  bring  in  the  Church  Year  of  the  ritualistic 
churches.  The  Sabbath  day  is  to  be  honored  especially,  and  as 
the  weekly  day  of  rest.  The  lesson  of  history  is  too  well  authen- 
ticated, as  to  what  the  other  course  has  done,  the  will  worship. 

Psalms  19:9-11;  119:  11-16. 

shorter  catechism. 

Que*.  79.      Which  is  the  tenth  commandment  ? 

Am.  The  tenth  commandment  is,  Thou  shalt  not  covet  thy 
neighbor's  house,  thou  shalt  not  covet  thy  neighbor's  wife,  nor  his 
man-servant,  nor  his  maid-servant,  nor  his  ox,  nor  his  ass,  noi*  av\^ 
thing  that  is  thy  neighbor's. 
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LESSON   I.— January  7. 
THE  FIBBT  ADAM.-Gen.  1:  26-31;  2: 1-3. 


26.  And  God  said.  Let  ub  make  man 
in  our  image,  after  our  likeness;  and  let 
tbem  have  dominion  over  the  fish  of 
the  sea,  and  over  the  fowl  of  the  air, 
and  over  the  cattle,  and  over  all  the 
earth,  and  over  every  creeping  thing 
that  creepeth  upon  the  earth. 

27.  So  Ood  created  man  in  his  own 
image,  in  the  image  of  God  created 
he  him ;  male  and  female  created  he 
them. 

28.  And  God  blessed  them,  and  God 
said  unto  them,  Be  fruitful,  and  multiply, 
and  replenish  the  earth,  and  subdue  it: 
and  have  dominion  over  the  fish  of  the 
sea,  and  over  the  fowl  of  the  air,  and 
over  every  living  thing  that  moveth 
upon  the  earth. 

29.  And  God  said,  Behold  I  have 
given  you  every  herb  bearing  seed, 
which  is  upon  the  face  of  all  the  earth, 
and  overy  tree,  in  the  which  is  the  fruit 


of  a  tree  yielding  seed ;  to  you  it 
shall  be  for  meat. 

80.  And  to  every  beast  of  the  earth, 
and  to  every  fowl  of  the  air,  and  to 
every  thing  that  creepeth  upon  the 
earth,  wherein  there  is  life,  I  have 
given  every  green  herb  for  meat :  and 
it  was  so. 

31.  And  God  saw  everything  that 
he  had  made,  and,  behold,  it  was  very 
good.  And  the  evening  and  the  morn- 
ing were  the  sixth  day. 

1.  Thus  the  heavens  and  the  earth 
were  finished,  and  all  the  host  of  them. 

2.  And  on  the  seventh  day  God 
ended  his  work  which  he  had  made ; 
and  he  rested  on  the  seventh  day  from 
all  his  work  which  he  had  made. 

8.  And  God  blessed  the  seventh  day, 
and  sanctified  it :  because  that  in  it  he 
had  rested  from  all  his  work  which  God 
created  and  made. 


Golden  Text  :  So  God  created  man  in  his  own  image. — Gen. 
1:27. 

The  book  of  Genesis  has  been  subjected  to  a  most  critical  and,  to 
an  extent,  unfriendly  examination.  Nothing  has  been  discovered 
calculated  to  weaken  in  the  least  the  belief  of  those  who  accept  it  as 
part  of  God's  revelation  to  man.  It  contains  the  only  intelligible 
and  consistent  account  of  the  creation.  Bible  readers  should  remem- 
ber three  things :  1.  Facts,  clearly  proved  to  be  such,  should  never 
be  denied.  2.  The  history  of  the  past  justifies  the  assertion,  that 
the  facts  of  science  will  be  found  not  to  conflict  with  the  teachings 
of  Scripture.  3.  Our  interpretation  of  God's  word  must  not  be 
confounded  with  the  word  itself.  The  former  we  will  likely  have 
frequently  to  modify.     In  these  verses  we  learn : 

I.  God  plans,  (verse  26.)  There  is  no  chance.  More  than  one, 
44  Us,"  formed  the  plan.  Elsewhere  we  learn  there  are  three  per- 
sons in  the  Godhead.  Part  of  the  divine  purpose  was  to  create 
man  in  God's  image,  (see  Shorter  Catechism,  question  10,)  the  lord 
of  all  the  lower  creation. 

II.  God's  plans  are  executed  ;  nothing  changes  them  (verse  27.) 
Woman  was  created  last,  but  none  the  less  in  the  image  of  God. 

III.  In  the  plan  of  God  all  needed  provision  is  made  for  man, 
(verges  28-30.  The  family  is  constituted,  the  world  is  peopled; 
everything  necessary  to  life  and  comfort  is  provided.  JSot  till  after 
the  fall  was  permission  given  to  use  animal  food,  (Gen.  9  :  3.)  Man 
is  endowed  with  a  mind  by  which  he  is  able  to  make  the  powers  of 

>nature  do  his  wiJ). 
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17.  All  God  does  is  good,  (verse  31.)  No  evil,  no  harm ;  good 
in  itself,  good  in  results.     His  works  are  the  revelation  of  himself. 

Y.  In  nothing  is  his  goodness  so  clearly  seen  as  in  the  provision 
be  has  made  for  man's  spiritual  welfare.  Creation  is  ended.  God 
do  longer  puts  forth  creative  power.  He  rests.  It  is  in  this  seventh 
day  we  live.  One-seventh  of  time  he  has  set  apart  for  our  resting 
—resting  from  worldly  toil  and  care,  resting  from  wordly  enjoy- 
ment and  pleasure,  resting  so  that  we  shall  have  an  earnest  of  the 
rest  that  remaineth.  The  greatest  enemies  of  our  race  are  they 
who  under  any  pretext  try  to  convert  our  Sabbaths  to  any  other 
purpose  than  that  intended — days  of  spiritual  rest. 

Psalms  78  :  1-4 ;  118  :  24-29  ;  8  :  3-9. 

SHORTER   CATECHISM. 

Ques.  80.      What  is  required  in  the  tenth  commandment  t 

Arts.     The  tenth  commandment  requireth  full  contentment  with 

oar  own  condition,  with  a  right  and  charitable  frame  of  spirit 

toward  our  neighbor,  and  all  that  is  his. 


LESSON  II* — January  14* 
ADAM'S  SIM  AND  GOD'S  GRACE.-Gen.  3 : 1-15. 


1.  Now  the  serpent  was  more  sub- 
tile than  any  beast  of  the  field  which 
the  Lord  God  had  made.  And  he  said 
unto  the  woman,  Yea,  hath  God  said, 
Ye  shall  not  eat  of  every  tree  of  the 
garden? 

2.  And  the  woman  said  unto  the  ser- 
pent, We  may  eat  of  the  fruit  of  the 
trees  of  the  garden  : 

3.  But  of  the  fruit  of  the  tree  which 
is in  the  midst  of  the  garden,  God  hath 
said,  Ye  shall  not  eat  of  it,  neither 
shall  ye  touch  it,  lest  ye  die. 

4.  And  the  serpent  said  unto  the  wo- 
man, Ye  shall  not  surely  die  : 

5.  For  God  doth  know  that  in  the 
day  ye  eat  thereof,  then  your  eyes 
shall  be  opened,  and  ye  shall  be  as 
gods,  knowing  good  and  evil. 

6.  And  when  the  woman  saw  that 
the  tree  was  good  for  food,  and  that  it 
was  pleasant  to  the  eyes,  and  a  tree  to 
be  desired  to  make  one  wise,  she  took 
of  the  fruit  thereof,  and  did  eat,  and 
gave  also  unto  her  husband  with  her  ; 
and  he  did  eat. 

7.  And  the  eyes  of  them  both  were 
opened,  and  they  knew  that  they  were 
naked ;  and  they  sewed  fig  leaves  to- 
gether, and  made  themselves  aprons. 

b.  And  they  heard  the  voice  of  the 
Lord  God  walking  in  the  garden  in  the 


cool  of  the  day:  and  Adam  and  his 
wife  hid  themselves  from  the  presence 
of  the  Lord  God  amongst  the  trees  of 
the  garden. 

9.  And  the  Lord  God  called  unto 
Adam,  and  said  unto  him,  where  art 
thou? 

10.  And  he  said,  I  heard  thy  voice  in 
the  garden,  and  I  was  afraid,  because 
I  was  naked  ;  and  I  hid  myself. 

11.  And  he  said,  Who  told  thee  that 
thou  wast  naked  ?  Hast  thou  eaten  of 
the  tree,  whereof  I  commanded  thee 
that  thou  shouldest  not  eat? 

12.  And  the  man  said,  The  woman 
whom  thou  gavest  to  be  with  me,  she 
gave  me  of  the  tree,  and  I  did  eat. 

13.  And  the  Lord  God  said  unto  the 
woman,  What  is  this  that  thou  hast 
done  ?  And  the  woman  said,  The  ser- 
pent beguiled  me,  and  I  did  eat. 

14.  And  the  i^ord  God  said  unto  the 
serpent,  Because  thou  hast  done  this, 
thou  art  cursed  above  all  cattle,  and 
above  every  beast  ot  the  field  ;  upon 
thy  belly  shalt  thou  go,  and  dust  shalt 
thou  eat  all  the  days  of  thy  life  : 

15.  And  I  will  put  enmity  between 
thee  and  the  woman,  and  between  thy 
seed  and  her  seed  ;  it  shall  bruise  thy 
head,  and  thou  shalt  bruise  his  heel. 


Golden"  Text  :     For  o-v  in  Adam  all  die,  even  so  hi  Christ  s/ictft 
aft  be  made  alive. — I.  Cor.  1 5 :  22. 
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This  ia  the  Scripture  account  of  the  introduction  of  sin  into  o 
world.  The  difficulties  arising  from  accepting  it  as  history  a 
trifling  in  comparison  with  those  from  any  other  explanation.  \ 
are  told  of, 

I.  The  tempter,  (verse  1,)  the  devil,  (Rev.  12:  9,  John  8  :  4< 
Of  all  creatures  the  serpent  most  suited  his  purpose,  and  so  w 
used  as  his  instrument. 

II.  The  temptation,  (verses  1-6.  Insinuating  a  doubt  not  as 
the  duty  of  obeying,  but  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  com  mac 
"There  must  be  a  misunderstanding,"  and  then  denying  that  tl 
penalty  threatened  would  follow;  on  the  contrary  there  would 
increased  knowledge.  Notice  the  cunning  of  the  serpent.  E 
was  alone.  In  the  form  in  which  he  came  Eve  was  thrown  coi 
pletely  off  of  her  guard,  never  suspecting  who  it  was  that  spoil 
Curiosity  was  aroused.  There  was  something  remarkable  abo 
this  tree.  Desire  was  awakened  when  the  opportunity  to  gratify 
was  afforded,  and  no  one  near  to  point  out  the  danger.  The  dei 
is  very  cunning.  Adam  was  tempted  through  Eve  (I.  Tim.  2  :  1' 
She  had  eaten  and  did  not  die.  The  tree  was  good  for  food  aft 
all. 

III.  The  consequences  of  the  fall ;  a  fall  from  life  to  deat 
The  seeds  of  mortality  were  implanted.  What  was  infinitely  won 
alienation  from  God,  spiritual  death  followed,  then  came  the  co 
sciousness  of  guilt,  and  the  sense  of  shame — no  longer  innocent. 

IV.  The  exposure  and  the  curse  upon  the  serpent,  (verses  8-1' 
Efforts  to  conceal,  and  explain  away  were  unavailing.  The  resu 
was  only  self-condemnation  and  shows  how  soon  sin  changes  tl 
nature,  degrading  those  guilty  of  it.  Each  tries  to  throw  the  blan 
on  other  than  self,  but  in  vain.  The  serpent,  through  whom  tl 
devil  seduced  Eve,  was  made  to  symbolize  all  that  is  base  and  loi 
The  devil  himself,  the  tempter,  should  have  power  for  a  time  to  c 
harm,  but  one  greater  than  he,  the  seed  of  the  woman  he  had  i 
harmed,  would  yet  crush  him.  Christ  on  the  cross  conquered  our  a< 
versary,  the  devil.  The  one  thing  in  this  world  we  ought  most  to  ha 
and  fear  is  sin.  Anything  that  tends  to  take  us  in  the  least  fro 
the  path  God  has  marked  out  for  us  is  to  be  opposed,  and  any  oi 

*  that  attempts  to  lead  astray,  however  near  and  dear  to  us,  is  to  I 
fearlessly  resisted.  (Matt.  16 :  23.) 

Psalms  109 :  17-20;  5:16;  7:  14-17. 

SHORTER   CATECHISM. 

Ques.  81.      What  forbiddeit  in  the  tenth  commandment  f 
Am.     The  tenth  commandment  forbiddeth  all  discontent  wit 
our  own  estate,  envying  or  grieving  at  the  good  of  our  neighbo 
and  all  inordinate  motions  and  affections  to  any  thing  that  is  hi 
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3.  And  in  process  of  time  it  came  to 
pats,  that  Cain  brought  of  the  fruit  of 
the  ground  an  offering  unto  the  Lord. 

4.  And  Abel,  he  also  brorght  of  the 
findings  of  his  flock  and  of  the  fat 
thereof  And  the  Lord  bad  respect 
unto  Abel  and  to  his  offering  : 

5.  But  unto  Cain  and  to  his  offering 
he  had  not  respect.  And  Cain  was 
very  wroth,  and  his  countenance  fell. 

6.  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Cain, 
Why  art  thou  wroth?  and  why  is  thy 
countenance  fallen  ? 

7.  If  thou  doest  well,  shalt  thou  not 
be  accepted?  and  if  thou  doest  not 
well,  sin  lieth  at  the  door :  and  unto 
thee  shall  be  his  desire,  and  thou  shalt 
role  over  him. 

8.  And  Cain  talked  with  Abel  his 
brother:  and  it  came  to  pass,  when 
they  were  in  the  field,  that  Cain  rose 


LJEStfON  III.— January  21. 

CAIH  AHD  ABEL.-Gen.  4 ;  3-18. 

up  against  Abel  his  brother,  and  slew 
him. 

9.  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Cain, 
Where  is  Abel  thy  brother?  And  be 
said,  ;I  know  not :  Am  I  my  brother's 
keeper? 

10.  And  he  said,  What  hast  thou 
done?  the  voice  of  thy  brother's 
blood  crieth  unto  me  from  the  ground. 

11.  And  now  art  thou  cursed  from 
the  earth  which  hath  opened  her 
mouth  to  receive  thy  brother's  blood 
from  thy  hand. 

12.  When  thou  tillest  the  ground, 
it  shall  not  henceforth  yield  unto  thee 
her  strength  ;  a  fugitive  and  a  vaga- 
bond shalt  thou  be  in  the  earth. 

18.    And  Cain  said  unto  the  Lord, 
My  punishment  is  greater  than  I  can 
I   bear. 


Golden  Text  :  By  faith  Abel  offered  a  more  excellent  sacrifice 
than  Cain. — Heb.  11:4. 

Sin  and  suffering  go  together.  Our  first  parents  were  soon  made 
to  realize  some  of  the  awful  consequences  of  their  conduct. 

I.  The  religious  training  of  Cain  and  Abel  was  not  neglected. 
Both  offered  to  Jehovah  offerings  that  properly  used  were  very 
expressive  of  feelings  of  dependence  and  gratitude. 

II.  There  was  a  radical  difference  between  these  two  brothers, 
and  so  between  their  offerings.  Abel  had  faith,  (Heb.  11  :  4.)  Cain 
had  not.  The  one  brought  the  best  he  had,  il  the  fattest  of  the 
firstlings."  As  nothing  is  said  about  the  other's,  the  inference  is 
he  did  not.  The  one  in  his  offering  worshipped,  held  communion 
with  God,  the  other  did  not.  Possibly,  as  is  often  now  the  case, 
an  unholy  life  evinced  the  absence  of  faith.  It  is  possible  "to 
throng  the  Saviour,  and  yet  not  touch  him/'  (Luke  8  :  45.) 

III.  The  true  character  of  Cain  was  soon  revealed.  God 
accepted  his  brother's  offering  and  not  his.  Envy  and  hatred 
seized  him.  Instead  of  resisting  as  he  should  have  done,  ("unto 
thee  is  its  (sin's)  desire,  but  thou  shouldst  rule  over  it,"  )  he  yielded. 
Murderous  thoughts  prepared  the  way  for  a  murderous  act.  Cain 
became  a  fratricide. 

IV.  Sin  is  most  likely  to  be  detected  and  exposed.  All  Cain's 
efforts  to  conceal  were  unavailing.  He  stood  before  God  a  self- 
confessed  murderer.  All  subterfuges  in  the  end  fail.  "  Be  sure 
your  sin  will  find  you  out."  (Numb.  32 ;  23.) 

V.  How  terrible  is  the  punishment  that  accompanies  the  com- 
mission of  sin  I     Consciousness  of  his  crime  made  Cain  a  fugitive. 
Constant   efforts  to  flee  where   there  would  be    nothing  to  remind 
him  of  his  past,  made  all  efforts  to  succeed  unavailing.     "EWt  \\vsX 
others  would  do  to  him  as  be  had  done  prevented  h\m  \\aV\w^  * 


32  Bible  Lessons. — Marriages. — Obituaries  [Ji 

moment's  happiness  or  rest.    Folly  and  sin ;   fool  and  sinner  an 
convertible  terms.     "  Ob,  that  my  people  had  hearkened  unto  ma 
and  Israel  had  walked  in  my  ways. 
Psalms  81 :  10-16;  49:  5-9;  125. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  82.  Is  any  man  able  pwfeetty  to  keep  the  commandments  q 
God? 

Arts.  No  mere  man  since  the  fall  is  able,  in  this  life,  perfectl] 
to  keep  the  commandments  of  God,  but  doth  daily  break  them  ii 
thought,  word  and  deed. 


Marrj 
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By  Rev.  J.  A.  Black,  September  12,  8898,  Ewing  N.  Renshaw  and  Nil 
Lydia  E.  Strain,  both  of  Winfield,  Iowa. 
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By  Rev.  R.  C.  Wylie,  assisted  by  Rev.  D.  C.  Martin,  September  21,  1898,  a 
their  home,  Ingleside,  Pa.,  Rob  but  J.  Ward,  of  Wilkinsburg,  Pa.,  and  Mia 
Ella  Steele,  of  Ingleside,  Pa. 

By  Rev.  T.  A.  Rusk,  October  18,  1893,  at  the  residence  of  the  bride's  parents 
1214  St.  Ange  avenue,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Joseph  R.  Preston,  of  Springfield,  Mo, 
and  Miss  E.  Ella  Montgomery. 

By  Rev.  James  Patton,  assisted  by  Rev.  J.  M.  Wylie,  October  19,  1898,  ai 
Denver,  W.  E.  Morrison,  of  Evans,  Col.,  and  Miss  Maggie  B.  Carson,  d 
Greely,  Col. 

By  Rev.  W.  W.  McMillan,  October  24,  1893,  at  his  own  house  in  Olathe,  Kan 
sas,  James  McCaughan,  of  Superior,  Neb.,  and  Miss  M.  A.  McCrea,  of  Olathq 
Kansas. 

By  Rev.  R.  C  Reed,  November  15,  1893,  at  Houston,  Ills.,  Robert  McMub 
try  and  Miss  Melinda  Rogers. 

By  Rev.  J.  W.  Sproull,  D.  D.,  November  15,  1893,  at  the  home  of  the  bride, 
Jesse  W.  Baker  and  Miss  Maggie  C.  Davis. 

By  Rev.  J.  W.  Sproull,  D.  D.,  November  80, 1893,  at  229  North  avenue,  Josbfi 
H.  Caldwell  and  Miss  Makcjarkt  Emerson. 
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BITUAR1ES- 


Died,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  September  18,  1893,  Miss  Emily  Hadden,  formerly 
of  Coldenham. 


Oliver  G.  Jameson  died  October  9th,  1892,  aged  23  years,  11  months  and 
days.     The  deceased  was  a  member  of  the  Mansfield  congregation,  Mansfield, 


will 
R.  J.  O. 


James  Renwick  Welch,  second  son  of  the  late  Rev.  D.  Reid,  died  on  Satur- 
day morning  September  30,  1893,  aged  10.  He  was  an  active  member,  a  deacon 
anil  the  treasurer  of  Oil  Creek  congregation.  He  will  be  much  missed,  not 
only  in  his  home  but  also  in  the  congregation  and  community.  On  his  death- 
bed he  expressed  himself  as  ready  to  depart.  In  his  delirium  he  twice  repeated 
the  angel's  song,  "<;iory  to  God  in  the  highest."  His  mother,  brother  and 
sister  have  the  sincere  sympathy  of  a  large  circle  of  friends. 


Contributions  to  Adana  Building  Fund  : 

•,  L.  P.  A  ,  of  Iowa  Presbytery,  per  Jennie  M.  ('arson $37  00 

,  Iter.  D.  B.  Wilton 10  00 

.  Mis*  Lizzie  J .  Edgar,  Linton,  Iowa 1  00 

.  L.  M.  >.,  Beaver  Palls  cong  ,  per  Mrs.  II.  H.  George 86  20 

.  For  election  of  buildings  by  Rev.R.J.Dodds,  subscription  of  8  persons, 

names  in  letter  on  file,  per  Hugh  Robinson,  Rochester,  N.  Y 40  00 

,  L.M.  S,  Morning  Sun,  Iowa,  per  Mrs.  M.  K.  McCaughan,  treas....  25  00 
,  Members  Miller's  Run  cong.,  per  W.  M.  George,  remitted  to  Dr. 

Metheny  May  2,  189*1 363  00 

L.  M.  S,  Olathe  cong.,  per  R.  M.  Acheson 30  00 

V.  P.  >  (\  K ,  Beaver  Fall*  cong.,  per  W.  M.  Pearce 10  00 

,  O'eneva  coiur ,  per  John  Taggart 00  00 

Ke?.  II.  II .  George  as  i»er  last  wish  of  M  rs.  George 25  00 

L.  M.  S.f  Sharon  cong.,  i>er  Miss  Mary  Robb 11  00 

A  friend  ot  missions,  Winchester,  Kan 1  00 

L.  M.  S.,  Xorthwood,  Ohio,  cong.,  per  Hev.  R.  M.  Sommerville 20  00 

Mr.  aim  Mrs.  Joseph  McElroy.  Sparta 10  0o 

Reiiolioth,  Iowa,  cong.,  per  O.  L.  Samson 54  00 

Rev.  J.  R.  W.  Stevenson,  additional  from  friends  in  Blanchard,  Iowa,  41  05 

S.  >.,  Si  John,  N.  B.,  per  Rev.  A.  J.  MeFarland i)  0U 

>.  S .  Banusville,  N.  B.,  per  same 4  00 

ML-js  \iuite  Crosier,  St.  John,  N.  B.,  per  same 5  00 

V  P.  S.  <'.  E.,  Fair  Grove,  Mich.,  cong..  per  Robert  L.  Kirk 2  50 

4Mi>  L'nn.  per  Rev.  X.  R.  Johnston,  <  larinda  cong 25  00 

""Mi".*  Ewimr,  per  same 5  00 

"M:ss  Marv  Giier,  2d  Philadelphia  cong 5  00 

•Mi.  and  Mrs.  S.  A.  S.  Metheuv 50  to 

Uev.  \V.  W.  Carithers,  of  Indian   Mission 20  0'» 

M>*  Kate  McRiirney,  of  same 5  * •■ » 

Mi?-  Alice  Carithers,  of  same I   Oo 

Ml.v  Mary  Ander*oii.  teacher  of  S.  >.  class  in  "M  Phindelphia  conj .  20  no 

W.  M    «;..«,rge 5  i-o 

L.  M.  >.,  Parnassus  cong.,  per  Mi*>»  Lizzie  Reed,  tre.i-mvr     25  Oi 

>.  S  .   J'skridgc  cong..  per  <J    M.  Vojinj.  iica>ure r is   ?"» 

r.:«'i«s   •:'  White  Lake  eons».,  per  MN>  Nettie.   Ki.i/«*i 0  'o 

N<«.t!.   l.'iiion  cong..  per  Rev.  I).  C.  Mar: in "'•  25 

•latiii'A  <  »i  r,  Roucy's  Point,  \V.  Vi 5  0o 

Mi>-  II  :t:ie  Lamjdiear,  Mon»,  On-^i.n .1  i  n 

M  >-  :'••  Y.\-  <  oleman,  of  same 5  on 

I.  M.  .*».,  New  Concord,  per  Mi^s  '.!•:  \  >,••  «-i "5  ■  '■ 

Im"!h  .  «-iiiu.,  per  Rev.  1).  S.  Faii" *•.-•.'"• 

Hi'v   'I*  P-tttini  "   i-  • 

iYih.f  i  !a>*  .»:*  Mrs.  R.  J.  Georu.- :  »  •  o 

''!.:"-heir>.  Mission   Band  of  >:••.'::  •„•.  I*     .    .                      •'.     •• 

Mi>   Mawhinney,  Pittsburgh. . . 

•T  •iiti  B.  Alexander,  Mauhair:-i..  \l  •'.■■ 

L.  M.S.,  Sont'nlield,  Mich.,  per  M:-\  v    !•. :iv 

M>.  Lloyd,  per  Mi^.  Eiiz-tbeth  <":  i:.-.- 

Ms*-  M.uy  Giaham,  jier  ^.-uiie 

Mi—  Ail le.-*  Graham,  per  sair.-      

Mr*.  Liiza'ie'h  Graham 

hw.  .1.  i;.tlbraith   

Ili:iiikoiK'iiiig  of  Women's  M;--    *■. 

Mi>  Il'iti  heson,  Loudutidenv.  '  ■  ■    '   "':     • 

.  I*.  M.  S.,  Londonderry,  Ohio. 
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Miss  Eliza  J.  Keys.  William  MeI>ouald.  .lames  A.  MeKinney,  Mis.  Eliza- 
beth Ewing,  Mrs.  R.  Melsaae,  William  Russell 01-t 

Rkv.  I).  C.  Maktin  will  preach  at  Youngstmvn  February  1st  Sabbath. 

Rkv.  N.  R.  .Johnston  has  been  visiting  his  old  lie. id  of  labor  in  Oakland,  Ca 

At  the  late  communion  in  Wilkinsburg  there  was  au  accession  of  six,  and  * 
Reaver  Falls  of  fourteen. 

At  a  joint  prayermeeting  of  the  different  Chinese  Missions  in  Oakland,  Cal 
held  in  .January,  there  was  an  attendance  of  titty-three. 

Fhiuu'AKY,  1st  >abbith,  is  the  day  for  the  collection  for  Church  Erectioi 
The  anipunt  called  for  is  $(>,OQU.     Every  dollar  of  it.  should  be  raised. 

Samtlk  copies  of  The  Christian  Statesman  can  be  had  by  sending  to  the  oftic 
204  Wood  sheet,  Pittsburgh,  Fa.     In  clubs  it  i?  furnisluafat  $1.00  rcr  year. 

Mis.  John  K  itch  in,  a  member  of  Central  Allegheny  congregation,  died  o 
the  12th  of  ,laiiuaiy,  aged  7iJ.  Mrs.  McCrca,  of  the  same  congregation,  died  c 
the  Mth  of  .la ii nary. 

Mic«.   E.   K.    li«>r.r.  McT-iknky,  of  Miller's   Run,   has  died.      She  was  tl 
mother  i  if  Rev.  i  J.  R.  Mcliuiney.  of  Hickory  I J  rove,  congregation,  ot  licentiate 
T.    E.   Mr  lb  1 1  nr}    and  of   Miss  Kate    MclJiirney,  of  the  Indian   Mission.    A 
obituary  notice  will  be  published  in  a  fill u re  number. 

Si.smon>  that  have  not  made  out  their  annual  reports  for  1SJUJ  are  remindc 
that  Ijv  act  of  Synod  ?ee  Minutes,  R.  V.  «V-  (.,  page  ••!»),  these  should  t 
made  «.«it  at   onee,  ar.«-   fni  warded  to  the  clerks  oi'  their  respective  presbyterie 

Ci.khk  of  Synod. 

Tjik  eondi'icn  of  the  r^elnia  Mis»ii»n  as  rep' n ted  to  the  Central  Hoard  is  mostei 
('••in aging.  An  aiiui.^c-ment  nas  been  made  by  the  ditlereut  schools  among  tl 
Fn-ri1!!!!*!!  \\>v  i-iiUi-i  iiu^  i he  t.iv  v;h:i  -,i  works  veiy  .satisfactory.  The  stations  f 
Valley  C :•••'»  and  J'!*M-»:;n!  (Ji-«ve  ;.n  also  pr<*r:peu>u-*.  The  building  at  til 
I'i-i :;•«•!*  !-i  ■«  e  i::i»  ii«-*  a.^  ;.»•!  been  iepai:»'.].  T)i::t  at  thelatlei  is  now  in  good  orde 

Tii!-.  iii'-i-ki,*!!.  N.  V.,  e.i;-.:v  g-.i  on  i:a*  :-Lrv".i*e  now  in  its  own  church  built 
iug.  The  t-siiii-f  !■  .-*:  w:-n  ;,bji;ii  •-■^1"»(jo.  Then*  jft  a  deb:  of  $2,(M)i>.  The  coi 
•;ri'!;a!i«.ii  ■  -  >;i.:.il  :i';d  .;.;n  a-.i  tuiin-  ■■hup-h  :■■■•  S-elp.  The  Hoard  of  Churc 
Erect  i«»n  •.••i«  ■!•>.»!<  the  aj-p-'ai.  M».  M.  V.  [!•'■!  *.  '.»7S  "i'-'Oiir  avenue,  Brooklyi 
!.*»  autlif  i/.f  :  :t  :iri';M  *  our  ,.":hr.*:i  ■■.•*  s"i.---«-  i!«<  •  ki\  »>  br«  thren  should  be  ei 
•  ••  -Liiveii.    '!'!.•  y  L-w  ...--.i  ;.  .•  Hi    :.•■::•.'•  •*■■:..•••!,■  ••»  imiit.'.'iiu  t heir  existence. 

.  ,«i  .,.\T.Mi.vi  ■— :-i  i  rSi'Vic*,!!    PKi^RYTEKY. 
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A    PROBLEM. 


On  Thursday  evening,  December  21st,  the  annual  reunion  of  the 
officers,  teachers,  scholars  and  friends  of  Spring  Garden  Mission  was 
Wd  Id  Faith  Chapel.  The  building,  which  comfortably  accommo- 
dates about  four  hundred  persons,  was  filled.  The  exercises  consisted 
of  declamations,  singing,  distribution  of  candies,  etc.,  etc.  Very  deep 
interest  was  manifested  in  all  that  was  done  by  the  large  audience 
present.  The  singing  was  especially  attractive.  There  may  be  some 
Sabbath  Schools  or  congregations  that  can  sing  the  psalms  with  more 
spirit;  the  writer  has  never  had  the  privilege  of  worshipping  with 
them. 

The  mission  is  more  prosperous  now  than  ever  before.  During 
1893  the  average  attendance  in  the  Sabbath  School  was  128.  Two 
hundred  and  six  dollars  were  raised  by  the  weekly  collections.  The 
school  defrays  all  the  expenses  connected  with  its  management  and  in 
addition  pays  forty  dollars  for  the  support  of  a  little  girl  in  the  school 
in  Latakiyeh.  On  another  page  will  be  found  an  extract  from  a 
letter  from  Miss  Wylie  with  reference  to  this  scholar. 

The  audience  on  Sabbath  evening  averages  about  seventy-five,  made 
np  largely  of  children.  How  these  children  do  sing  the  psalms  at 
this  evening  service!  It  is  worth  a  walk  to  Spring  Garden  from  the 
otyto  hear  them.  One  thing  especially  deserving  of  mention  is  their 
liberality.  When  the  collection  basket  is  passed  around  there  are 
but  few  indeed  that  do  not  drop  into  it  their  penny.  The  collections 
average  about  a  dollar  an  evening.  This  goes  to  pay  interest  and  de- 
crease the  debt. 

There  is  a  young  peoples'  society  in  connection  with  the  mission, 
with  a  membership  of  thirty-nine.  Dr.  Russell,  a  member  of  the 
Central  congregation,  is  president.  The  society  has  undertaken  t«» 
ttre  for  the  poor  of  the  borough  this  winter.  On  Wednesday  even-? 
ing,  December  27th,  a  donation  party  was  held  at  the  chapel  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  money,  food  and  clothing  for  the  needy,  T!Y\fc 
contributions  were  exceedingly  liberal.     A  committee  waft  amWuiVsA 
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to  distribute.     The  society  also  resolved  to  raise  the  necessary  fund 
to  pay  for  preaching  from  the  beginniug  of  January  until  the  close  c 

the  Seminary,  when  Mr. will  take  charge. 

The  results  of  the  establishment  of  this  mission  have  thus  far  bee: 
good.  "There  is  not  a  citizen  of  Spring  Garden  that  will  not  testif 
to  this.  The  teachers  in  the  school  are  unanimous  in  their  opinion  a 
to  the  change  wrought  in  the  children.  The  ministers  who  hav 
preached  there  invariably  speak  in  terms  of  warm  praise  of  what  the; 
have  seen.  A  desire  for  more  preaching  has  been  expressed.  Tin 
service  has  been  in  the  evening.  A  strong  pressure  is  being  hrough 
to  bear  to  have  one  also  in  the  morning.  The  assurance  isgiveu  tha 
many  persons  who  go  nowhere  to  church  will  then  attend.  Eight  hav< 
already  joined  the  Central  congregation  from  the  mission.  On  the  fast 
day  of  the  communion  last  fall,  two  young  girls,  sisters,  were  baptized 
Those  who  were  present  will  not  soon  forget  the  impression  made 
Several  others  intend  to  unite.  Urgent  requests  are  made  for  a  com 
munion  aud  organization.  The  inducement  held  out  is  that  if  these  ar< 
granted  a  subscription  paper  will  be  circulated  and  a  considerable  sun: 
of  money  raised  with  the  hope  of  securing  ere  long  a  settled  pastor 
The  community  is  interested  in  the  mission.     God  has  signally  blesse< 

it. 

Now  here  comes  a  difficulty.  This  is  the  problem.  What  shall  Ik 
done  with  this  mission  ?  It  cannot  remain  as  it  is.  A  great  door  hat 
been  opened.  The  farther  we  enter  the  larger  the  field  and  the  loudei 
the  call  for  greater  expenditure.  An  opportunity  is  offered  for  carrying 
the  go.spel  to  homes  where  it  is  not  known,  for  saving  from  bad 
influences  boys  and  girls  that  have  no  other  protection  afforded 
to  them,  for  bringing  the  claims  of  Christ  as  King  to  the  attention  of 
many  who  otherwise  must  remain  ignorant  of  them,  for  building  up 
our  own  church,  increasing  her  numbers  and  her  influence.  But  this 
requires  a  larger  expenditure  in  many  ways  than  was  dreamed  of  when 
the  mission  was  started.  This  expenditure  must  be  made  or  the  work 
will  decline.  As  in  all  efforts  of  this  kind  there  is  no  stand  still. 
There  must  be  a  forward  move  or  will  come  the  stagnation  of  death. 

The  mission  was  started  as  the  result  of  a  profound  conviction  that 
the  consistent  maintenance  of  the  principles  of  the  Covenanter  Church 
does  not  prevent  successful  home  mission  work  ;  that  the  command, 
"  Go,  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature,"  applies  as  much  to  us  as  to 
any  others  and  that  to  neglect  or  refuse  under  any  pretext  is  wholly 
unjustifiable  and  in  the  end  will  result  in  harm. 

Spring  Garden  was  selected  because  of  its  spiritual  destitution.  It 
is  located  about  two  miles  northeast  of  City  Hall,  Allegheny,  aud  is 
inhabited  by  working  people  who  find  employment  in  the  neighboring 
teities.  The  majority  are  German  or  of  German  descent.  Their  ideas  in 
regard  to  many  things  are  necessarily  very  different  from  ours.  As  a 
rule,  and  this  applies  especially  to  the  men,  they  are  not  much  inclined  to 
attend  church.  In  many  cases  secret  societies  take  its  place.  Some,  and 
these  chiefly  the  women  aud  children,  attend  the  Lutheran  Church  in 


1894.]  A  Problem.  35 

the  city.  However,  the  larger  number  regard  the  Sabbath  as  a  holiday, 
aud  spend  it  as  their  inclination  prompts.  A  good  deal  of  secular  work 
is  done,  and  a  good  deal  of  beer  is  drunk,  for  they  do  not  claim  to  be 
in  favor  of  prohibition.  There  is  plenty  of  visiting,  especially  in  the 
summer.  The  children  are  left  largely  to  themselves.  No  provision  of 
any  kind  was  made  at  that  time  for  religious  instruction.  Indeed,  the 
only  public  building  in  the  borough  was  the  school  house.  It  must  not 
be  inferred  that  the  inhabitants  are  idle  and  vicious.  On  the  contrary, 
they  are  industrious,  economical  and  very  spirited.  There  is  nothing 
mean  about  them.  Like  so  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  our  towns 
and  cities  they  are  careless. 

The  history  of  the  mission  is  easily  told.  On  the  first  Sabbath  of 
September,  1887,  the  school  was  started  in  the  public  school  house. 
I  had  to  become  responsible  to  the  directors  for  any  damage  that  would 
be  done  to  the  building  or  furniture.  It  was  necessary  at  first  for  me 
to  leave  my  own  church  immediately  after  the  sermon  and  go  to  Spring 
Garden  to  superintend  the  school,  my  father  or  some  one  else  conduct- 
ing the  closing  exercises.  In  a  short  time  an  arrangement  was  made 
with  Mr.  Walker,  who,  during  all  the  time  he  was  in  the  Seminary, 
manifested  a  deep  interest  in  the  mission  and  did  much  to  make  it 
successful.  Mr.  G.  M.  Robb  succeeded  Mr.  Walker,  and  labored 
with  earnestness  and  success.  Mr.  T.  J.  Speer  was  next  engaged. 
His  failing  health  obliged  him  soon  to  give  up  the  work.  He  made 
warm  friends  the  short  time  he  was  there.  During  the  past  summer 
Mr.  John  B.  Mclsaac  was  in  charge,  and  labored  in  season  and  out 
of  season,  with  what  success  the  condition  of  the  mission  to-day  tells. 

After  we  had  occupied  the  school  house  for  a  few  months,  the 
directors  notified  us  that  we  would  have  to  procure  a  building  of  our 
own.  Two  lots  were  purchased  and  a  building  erected,  costing  in  all 
aixuit  $3,500.00.  The  deed  was  made  to  the  trustees  of  the  Central 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church.  On  the  23d  of  December,  1888,  it  was 
occupied  for  the  first  time.  Since  then  Sabbath  School  has  been  held 
every  Sabbath  afternoon,  public  service,  except  a  few  intervals,  on 
Sabbath  evening  and  prayer-meeting  occasionally  on  some  evening  of 
tlie  week. 

The  mission  is  a  success.  It  demonstrates  the  fact  that  the  con- 
sistent maintenance  of  Covenanter  principles  does  not  interfere  with  our 
engaging  successfully  in  home  evangelization.  Our  position  has 
l»een  neither  compromised  nor  neglected.  The  session  from  the  first 
ha*  had,  and  now  has  oversight  of  the  work.  Elder  R.  Aikin  repre- 
sents session.  The  members  as  occasion  offers  visit  the  mission, 
riiey  support  it  with  their  sympathies,  counsels,  prayers  and  contri- 
butions. 

Care  is  taken  that  so  far  as  possible  the  teacheis  shall  be  members 
of  our  own  church,  and  as  few  changes  made  as  possible.  The  pres- 
ent efficient  superintendent,  Mr.  T.  S.  Trumbull,  son  of  Dr.  Trum- 
bull, was  present  on  the  second  day  of  the  school,  and  two  of  the 
teachers,  the  Misses  Aikin,  on  the  first.     All  have  devotedly  labored 


36  A  Problem.  [Fel 

ever  since  for  its  welfare.  Some  of  the  theological  students  hav 
taught  classes  and  done  good  service.  Mr.  A.  J.  McFarland  is 
teacher  at  the  present  time.  When,  as  frequently  happens,  we  cannc 
secure  teachers  belonging  to  our  own  church,  we  gladly  avail  our 
selves  of  competent  members  of  other  churches.  We  want  to  sav 
the  children. 

The  question  that  presses  for  an  answer  now  is  :  What  shall  b 
done  with  Spring  Garden  mission  ?  Other  denominations  have 
plan  for  taking  care  of  such  stations.  We  have  not.  Some  year 
ago  a  most  flourishing  Sabbath  School,  largely  supported  by  Cove 
nanters,  was  carried  on  in  the  upper  part  of  Allegheny.  We  cai 
easily  see  now  how,  if  a  different  policy  had  been  adopted,  and  it  ha< 
been  properly  cared  for,  to-day,  humanly  speaking,  there  would  be  i 
flourishing  Covenanter  congregation  there,  and  where  one  is  needed 
The  church  was  not  prepared  for  success,  and  so  the  mission  slippe< 
out  of  our  hands  entirely.  Our  United  Presbyterian  brethren  hav< 
a  congregation  of  which  it  was  the  start.     Shall  this  happen  again  \ 

The  problem  relates  in  the  first  place  to  the  question  of  raising  nion 
money.  Faith  mission  chapel  has  on  it  a  debt  of  about  $600.00.  Tha 
ought  to  be  paid.  Heretofore  the  missionary  has  been  employed  only  th< 
five  months  of  summer  vacation.  One  must  be  employed  all  tin 
time.  The  Spring  Garden  people  have  always  contributed  for  th< 
building  and  repairing  of  the  chapel,  and  the  raising  of  mone) 
for  expenses.  They  will  do  more,  but  they  cannot  do  all.  The  ex- 
penses this  year  will  be  double  what  they  were  last  if  the  work  is 
carried  on  as  it  ought  to  be.     How  will  these  expenses  be  met  ? 

It  relates  in  the  second  place  to  the  increase  of  teachers.  Central 
Allegheny  congregation  has  not  members  enough  who  are  willing  tc 
work  to  respond  to  the  demand  for  more  teachers.  Its  regular  Sab- 
bath School,  its  Chinese  school  and  its  Spring  Garden  school  make  a 
heavy  demand  on  it.  Those  engaged  in  the  last  are  obliged  to  be 
away  from  the  afternoon  service,  and  thus  make  quite  a  gap  in  the 
congregation.  The  supply  from  sister  churches  in  that  neighborhood 
is  exhausted.  What  shall  be  done?  Where  will  the  needed  help 
be  obtained? 

It  relates  in  the  third  place  to  a  matter  more  wide-reaching  and 
far  more  difficult  of  solution.  The  former  affect  chiefly  the  congre- 
gation and  are  such  as  necessarily  accompany  all  successful  effort  of 
this  character.  The  third  affects  the  whole  Church.  It  is  this : 
What  shall  be  done  with  such  persons  as  give  satisfactory  evidence  of 
an  interest  in  Christ  and  earnestly  desire  to  unite  with  our  church? 
They  necessarily  know  comparatively  little  about  us,  our  history,  our 
distinctive  position.  Shall  they,  because  of  this,  be  refused  full 
membership,  denied  the  opportunity  of  coming  to  the  Lord's  table, 
until  they  are  able  to  stand  a  satisfactory  examination  on  our  distinc- 
tive position  ?  Shall  they  be  advised  to  unite  with  some  of  the  other 
churches  inasmuch  as  they  do  not  thoroughly  understand  our  distinc- 
tive position  and  are  not  likely  to  be  able  soon  to  acquire  the  requisite 


1894.J  Martin  Luther.  37 

knowledge,  even  though  they  have  a  stronger  attachment  to  us  than 
to  any  other  because  ol  what  we  have  done  for  them  ?  Shall  they  be 
told  what  are  our  principles  and  practices,  and  then  on  a  declaration 
of  an  approval  of  them  as  far  as  they  understand  them,  and  of  a 
willingness  to  give  up  everything  inconsistent  with  their  maintenance, 
be  admitted  on  the  expressed  condition  that  they  study  further  into 
these  subjects  and  in  case  they  find  anything  they  do  not  approve  make 
the  same  known  to  session  ?  Or  in  order  to  escape  the  difficulty  shall 
we  cease  to  attempt  home  evangelization  ?  With  reference  to  the  last 
—God  forbid.  J.  W.  S. 


MARTIN     LUTHER. 


BT  REV.  R.  J.  DODDS. 


Martin  Luther  was  the  man  who  led  the  reformation  in  Germany. 
He  is  regarded  by  some  as  the  greatest  of  all  the  reformers.  Speak- 
ing more  properly,  he  is  the  most  popular  of  all.  lie  and  Calvin 
were  so  dissimilar  that  it  is  difficult,  perhaps,  to  compare  them  and 
say  which  is  the  greater  of  the  two.  But  if  they  be  compared  on 
the  point  of  scholarship,  or  of  theological  depth,  or  the  power  of 
organizing  work  and  workers,  or  with  reference  to  their  influence 
on  posterity,  Calvin  is  unquestionably  the  greater.  Philip  Melanc- 
thon,  Luther's  right-hand  man,  was  his  superior  as  a  theologian, 
though  in  no  respect  the  equal  of  Calvin.  Luther  and  Melancthon 
were  more  strikingly  supplemental  the  one  to  the  other  than  any 
other  two  of  the  reformers,  though  this  was  probably  due  more  to 
the  peculiar  difficulties  and  circumstances  of  their  work  than  to 
any  deficiency  in  either  of  the  men  that  might  not  have  been  even 
more  marked  in  almost  anv  others  than  themselves.  There  were  Calvin 
and  Farel,  Zwingle  and  Oswald  Myconius;  the  Lord,  who  sent  out 
his  apostles,  and  the  seventy,  two  by  two,  and  gave  power  to  his 
two  witnesses  to  prophesy,  ordered  it  in  his  providence  that  each 
of  these  reformers  should  have  a  suitable  companion  to  cheer  and 
encourage  him  in  his  labors,  as  also  to  share  his  trials  and  sorrows. 
He  did  this  because  he  perceived  that  it  would  not  be  good  for  a 
reformer  to  be  alone.  But  the  union  between  Luther  and  Melanc- 
thon, his  supplement,  appeared  both  closer  and  more  intimate,  and 
also  more  necessary  than  that  between  any  other  two.  So  close  is 
the  union  that  it  is  difficult  to  say  anything  about  the  one  without 
discussing  the  other,  too. 

God's  purpose  was  to  tunnel  the  mountain  of  religious  ignorance 
and  tyranny  in  Germany  and  explode  it  into  atoms,  but  the  body 
of  that  mountain  was  composed  of  the  adamantine  rock  of  Roman 
superstition,  not  easily  drilled,  but  God  had  an  instrument  fitted 
for  the  work.  It  was  not  Luther  nor  was  it  Melancthon,  neither, 
alone,  but  the  two  combined.  Luther  was  the  steel  body  of  the 
instrument,  Melancthon  the   diamond  point.     Melancthon  was  the 
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author  of  the  famous  Augsburg  Confession,  often  attributed  to 
Luther,  who,  it  is  plain  from  the  circumstances,  could  have  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  The  difference  between  the  two  men  was  as 
striking  as  the  closeness  of  their  union.  It  may  be  graphically 
shown  by  placing  side  by  side  two  of  their  expressions  which  in- 
dicate their  favorite  ways  of  regarding  the  Divine  Word;  while 
neither  would  have  denied  the  truth  of  the  other's  statement,  they 
evidently  delighted  to  dwell  on  different  phases  o(  the  truth.  "  The 
Scripture,"  said  Melancthon,  "  imparts  to  the  soul  a  marvelous  de- 
light; it  is  the  heavenly  ambrosia."  Contrast  this  with  Luther's 
words  :  "  The  Word  of  God  is  a  sword,  a  war,  a  destruction ;  it 
falls  upon  the  children  of  Ephriam  like  a  lioness  in  the  forest." 
Luther  reminds  one  of  Elijah  the  Tishbite. 

The  parents  of  the  German  reformer  were  in  bis  early  childhood 
very  poor,  but  attained  afterward  more  comfortable  circumstances. 
They  wished  to  do  the  best  for  their  children,  but  with  one,  at  least, 
the  future  glory  of  the  family,  they  erred  in  being  so  severe  that 
the  child  became  timid  as  a  result  of  their  harshness.  After  enter- 
ing school  he  did  not  fare  much  better.  One  morning  he  was 
whipped  fifteen  times  in  succession,  which  is  more  than  many 
pupils  of  the  present  day  receive  in  the  course  of  several  years. 
The  poor  boy  was  taught  to  think  of  Jesus  Christ,  not  as  a  merci- 
ful Savior,  but  as  an  offended  judge,  so  that  he  always  turned  pale 
on  hearing  mention  made  of  him.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  was 
sent  away  from  home  to  attend  school,  and  miserable  were  his  ex- 
periences while  there,  having  to  beg  bread  in  the  streets  for  his 
living.  Naturally  he  had  often  to  go  hungry.  One  day  when  he 
had  been  three  times  repulsed,  a  kind  woman  spoke  to  him,  took 
him  into  her  house  and  fed  him.  The  woman's  husband  was 
pleased  with  the  lad  and  they  gave  him  a  home  with  them.  Under 
the  sunshine  of  kindness  his  mind  and  character  developed.  No 
wonder  that  with  this  benefactress  before  his  mind  Luther  should 
say :  "  There  is  nothing  sweeter  on  earth  than  the  heart  of  a 
woman  in  which  piety  dwells."  Luther  in  after  years  saw  that 
God  had  led  him  through  the  path  of  poverty  to  fit  him  for  the 
work  he  wished  him  to  do.  President  Garfield  once  said  some- 
thing like  this:  uYou  never  know  what  possibilities  are  under  a 
poor  boy's  torn  hat." 

Luther  was  so  successful  at  school  that  he  surpassed  all  his  com- 
panions and  longed  for  a  university  education.  He  got  his  wish. 
Melancthon,  his  co-laborer,  regrets  the  class  of  professors  and 
studies  Luther  fell  in  with  at  the  university  which  he  entered  at  the 
age  of  eighteen.  He  thinks  they  augmented  the  natural  violence 
of  his  temper.  He  himself  when  he  became  wiser  had  a  great 
aversion  to  the  class  of  studies  that  had  chiefly  occupied  his'  atten- 
tion when  a  university  student.  However,  even  in  the  university 
he  studied  some  things  with  which  he  did  not  regret  having  occu- 
pied his  time. 
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The  natural  seriousness  of  bis  disposition  appears  in  that  he 
always  began  the  day  with  prayer,  then  went  to  church,  and  then 
addressed  himself  to  his  studies.  He  delighted  to  spend  all  his 
spare  time  in  the  library.  In  looking  over  books  one  day  he  found 
one  that  he  had  never  seen  before.  It  was  the  Bible — a  whole 
Bible!  The  first  thing  that  he  read  in  it  was  the  story  of  Hannah 
and  Samuel.  The  Bible  he  found  in  this  library  was  Latin.  He 
afterwards  gave  its  contei  ts  to  his  fellow  countrymen  in  their  own 
language,  a  standard  book  in  German  literature,  they  say,  even  to 
this  day. 

Luther's  father  designed  him  for  the  law.  He  himself  intended 
to  become  a  lawyer.  "  Man  proposes,  but  God  disposes."  God 
knew  what  the  young  man's  work  was  to  be.  He  was  shaping  him 
for  it.  He  threw  him  into  a  state  of  melancholy  that  was  deep- 
ened by  the  death  of  Alexis,  a  dear  friend  of  his  in  the  university. 
While  in  this  state  he  resolved  to  become  a  monk,  and  a  monk  he 
became,  then  in  due  time  a  priest,  an  intensely  earnest  one,  but 
with  a  constant  conflict  raging  in  his  soul  for  which  he  found  no 
ease  until  he  began  to  search  the  Scriptures.  His  talents  secured 
him  honors.  He  was  made  a  professor  in  a  university.  The  order 
to  which  he  belonged  sent  him  to  Rome  on  business.  On  his  return 
he  began  to  preach  in  the  university,  and  unconsciously  preached 
doctrines  subversive  of  the  corrupt  Roman  church — they  were  gos- 
pel doctrines  long  concealed  from  the  weary  eyes  of  men.  It  was 
not  until  he  was  brought  into  contact  with  Tetzel,  a  man  who  came 
into  Germany  commissioned  by  the  Pope  to  sell  men  indulgences 
to  sin,  that  Luther  began  to  observe  that  his  views  did  not  harmon- 
ize with  those  of  the  church.  He  had  been  occupying  himself 
opposing  the  wicked  lives  and  doctrines  of  wicked  men  in  the 
church,  but  supposed  he  was  doing  it  in  defence  of  the  church 
until  the  Tetzel  affair  opened  his  eyes.  He  was  not  dismayed.  He 
nailed  a  challenge  on  the  door  of  a  Wittenberg  church.  His  chal- 
lenge extended  even  to  the  Pope,  if  he  should  care  to  take  it  up. 
Men  copied  and  scattered  it  far  and  wide.  It  made  a  great  stir ; 
every  person  read  it.  It  is  spoken  of  in  history  as  the  ninety- five 
theses.  If  he  had  not  been  to  Rome  he  could  not  have  been  pre- 
pared for  this  act.  But  God  had  sent  him  there,  as  we  have  seen, 
that  he  might  be  prepared.  He  had  with  his  own  eyes  seen  such 
wickedness  among  the  Popish  clergy  as  he  would  not  have  believed 
existed  had  he  not  been  an  eye  witness.  He  had  withdrawn  from 
the  Eternal  City  convinced  that  it  was  built  over  hell. 

His  life  after  the  nailing  up  of  his  ninety-five  theses  consisted  of 
a  aeries  of  brave,  noble  acts,  overcast  occasionally  by  displays  of 
human  weakness.  He  was  a  great  man,  but  still  a  man.  God  de- 
lights to  employ  in  his  work  imperfect  men;  to  employ  fallible 
men  to  overthrow  an  infallible  Pope.  He  enabled  Luther  to  per- 
form deeds  at  which  the  world  has  not  ceased  to  wonder.  His 
noble  stand  at  Worms,  his  contest  with  Dr.  Eck  atLeipsic,  his  con- 
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ference  with  Cardinal  Cajetan  at  Augsburg,  his  burning  of  the 
papal  bull  at  the  market  place  of  Wittenberg,  are  all  scenes  which 
thrill  men's  souls,  especially  the  first.  There  he  stands  before  an 
immense  concourse  of  people,  that  man  whom  no  number  of  devils 
could  affright,  a  man  of  humble  birth  and  origin  before  the  world, 
undismayed  by  the  numbers,  and  riches,  and  strength  of  his  oppo- 
nents, placing  his  confidence  in  God,  refusing  to  retract  anything 
he  had  advanced  unless  it  were  shown  to  be  contrary  to  the  Word 
of  God.  How  noble  his  words  :  il  I  can  do  naught  else.  Here  I 
stand.     God  help  me.     Amen." 

The  bravest  thing  Luther  ever  did,  perhaps,  was  to  marry  the 
fair  young  nun,  Catherine  Bora.  His  opponents,  when  they  heard 
that  he  contemplated  this  step,  said  it  would  be  fatal  to  his  cause. 
Then  said  Luthier,  "  I  will  do  it."  He  immediately  determined  to 
take  the  step  that  man's  wisdom  said  would  destroy  the  reformation 
cause,  that  men  might  be  convinced  that  the  work  was  of  God  and 
did  not  depend  on  any  man,  however  prominent  its  Divine  Author 
might  have  permitted  him  to  become  in  it.  The  thing  which  has 
particularly  vexed  papists  about  Luther's  marriage  is  that  it  oc- 
curred so  long  nfier  renouncing  his  cowl  thatthey  cannot,  with  any 
show  of  common  sense,  charge  him  with  having  abandoned  the 
cloister  for  this  purpose. 

While  engaged  in  the  proper  work  of  the  reformation,  Luther 
engaged  in  a  controversy  with  the  Swiss  reformers,  Zwinglius  in 
particular,  which  does  not  redound  to  his  praise,  but  from  which  hifi 
principal  opponent  retired  with  an  unfading  wreath  of  honor.  The 
subject  was  the  nature  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  The  foolish  extrava- 
gance of  a  certain  class  of  men  who  swung  away  from  Rome  with 
her  transubstantiation  so  offended  Luther  that  it  led  him  to  step 
back  from  the  true  position  which  he  had  attained,  namely,  that  the 
elements  employed  in  the  sacrament  are  simply  symbols  of  Christ's 
body  and  blood,  to  a  ground  half  way,  perhaps,  between  it  and  the 
Roman  doctrine,  and  led  him  to  oppose  strongly  those  who  held  the 
ground  from  which  he  had  retreated. 

After  prodigious  service  in  the  cause  which  God  had  called  him 
to  champion,  his  time  for  rest  came,  as  it  will  to  every  faithful 
Christian,  and  the  tired  soldier  of  the  cross  who  had  been  promi- 
nent in  so  many  battles  and  won  so  many  victories,  and  gained  for 
himself  immortal  fame,  whose  bow  from  the  blood  of  the  slain, 
from  the  fat  of  the  mighty,  turned  not  back,  and  whose  sword 
never  returned  empty,  fell  peacefully  asleep  in  Jesus.  He  died  in 
the  town  of  his  birth,  Eisleben,  and  had  this  eulogy  pronounced  on 
him  by  Melancthon :  "  Dead  is  the  horseman  of  the  chariot  ol 
Israel  who  ruled  the  church  in  this  last  age  of  the  world." 

He  will  always  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  loveliest  and  greatest 
and  best  men  who  ever  lived,  and  one  of  the  most  heroic  character* 
of  history. 
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MAN'S    FALL    AND    ITS    SAD    CONSEQUENCES. 


BT  THE  LA.TW  REV.  JOSEPH   HUNTER. 


"Lo,  this  only  have  I  found,  that  God  hath  made  man  upright; 
but  they  have  sought  out  many  inventions,"  Eccl.  7  :  29. 

In  the  creation  of  man  there  was  a  manifestation  of  the  wisdom 
and  goodness  of  God.  Our  first  parents  were  created  after  his 
image.  Soon  a  change  came.  How  sin  found  way  into  the  king- 
dom of  Jehovah  among  the  holy  intelligences  of  God,  is  a  subject 
of  speculation  among  the  learned,  of  which  we  can  know  very 
little.  Satan,  formerly  an  angel  of  light,  probably  through  ambi- 
tious pride,  rebelled  and  was  expelled  from  the  mansions  of  bliss. 
He  assumed  the  appearance  of  a  serpent,  and  with  all  his  cunning 
assailed  our  first  parents.  He  assailed  them  successfully.  Our 
text  is  a  statement  of  this  fact.  The  term  man  doubtless  refers  to 
Adam,  and  the  particle  they  to  all  his  posterity,  as  they  were  in- 
volved in  that  lamentable  fall.  The  extent  of  this  depravity  was 
so  great  that  it  baffled  the  researches  of  the  wisest  of  men.  Solo- 
mon applied  himself  to  wisdom  in  search  of  goodness  among  men, 
bar  found  it  not.  He  found  the  human  family  in  all  its  depart- 
ments pervaded  by  wickedness,  madness  and  folly.  Wisdom's 
most  accurate  research  could  only  arrive  at  this  point :  that  man  had 
been  made  upright,  but  he  was  not  so  now.  "  Lo,  this  only  have  I 
found."  The  depravity  of  man  did  not  come  from  God,  for  "  God 
hath  made  man  upright."  Truly  the  sin  lies  at  their  own  door. 
"They  have  sought  out  many  inventions."  The  order  of  discus- 
sion is  the  natural  one  contained  in  the  text;  to  consider: 

I.  Man's  state  of  innocence. 

II.  The  fall. 

III.  The  effects  of  the  fall. 

I.  Man's  state  of  innocence.  Prior  to  the  introduction  of  sin,  he 
was  perfect  and  holy,  formed  after  the  image  of  God.  Gen.  1  :  26, 
27,  "  And  God  said  let  us  make  man  in  our  image,  after  our  like- 
ness. So  God  created  man  in  his  own  image,  in  the  image  of  God 
created  he  him,  male  and  female  created  he  them."  This  image  con- 
sisted : 

1.  In  knowledge.  Col.  3  :  10,  "And  have  put  on  the  new  man 
which  is  renewed  in  knowledge  after  the  image  of  him  that  created 
him."  Man  being  created  in  the  image  of  God,  was  replete  with  wis- 
dom and  knowledge  ;  his  knowledge,  however,  did  not  consist  in 
being  made  acquainted  with  the  way  of  salvation,  for  he  was  yet  in 
astate  of  sinless  perfection,  and  consequently  under  no  condemna- 
tion. He  had  a  correct  knowledge  of  God,  his  will  and  his  duty 
to  be  performed.  His  understanding  was  a  perfect  lamp ;  with 
great  facility  he  could  contemplate  the  perfections  of  Deity  ;  in  his 
own  heart  he  could  read  the  will  of  his  heavenly  Father.  He  well 
knew  what  was  required  of  him.  All  the  works  of  God  as  ex- 
hibited in  the  phenomena  of  nature  were  obvious  to  his  unclouded 
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vision.  He  must  have  had  an  exquisite  knowledge  of  the  works 
of  God,  for  he  gave  names  to  all  the  fowls  of  the  air  and  beasts  ol 
the  field  verv  suitable  to  their  natures.  He  was  renewed  in 
knowledge  after  the  image  of  him  who  created  him. 

2.  In  righteousness.  Eph.  4  :  24,  u  And  that  ye  put  on  the  new 
man  which  after  God  is  created  in  righteousness,"  etc.  This  right- 
eousness was  not  imputed,  but  implanted  in  his  very  nature.  Hh 
mind  was  altogether  unbiased,  and  without  the  least  disposition  tc 
turn  aside  from  the  strictest  path  of  rectitude.  He  was  naturally 
inclined  to  render  perfect  obedience  to  all  the  demands  of  the 
divine  law.  God  made  him  upright.  The  will  of  man  was  origin- 
ally disposed  to  follow  the  will  of  its  creator,  as  much  as  a  shadow 
is  to  follow  the  body  by  which  it  is  projected.  It  lay  straight  with 
the  will  of  God,  and  by  it  he  could  walk  in  all  the  commandments 
and  ordinances  of  the  law  blameless.  Such  was  man  when  con- 
sidered as  God  made  him.  He  knew  his  Father's  will  and  had 
great  pleasure  in  the  performance  of  duty,  every  thought  and  in- 
clination of  his  heart  leading  him  to  perform  the  same. 

3.  In  holiness.  Eph.  4:  24,  "The  new  man  is  created  it 
righteousness  and  true  holirless.,,  This  part  of  God's  image  con- 
sisted in  orderly  and  pure  affections.  This  holiness  as  it  is  dis- 
tinguished from  righteousness  must  import  the  purity  of  the  affec- 
tions. Tbus  the  apostle  (I.  Tim.  2  :  8),  exhorts  us  to  "  pray,  lifting 
up  holy  hands."  Muddy  or  troubled  water  cannot  receive  a  correcl 
impression  of  the  sun.  So  a  heart  filled  with  impure  and  unholj 
affections  would  be  very  unfit  for  communion  with  God.  Man's 
affections  in  his  primitive  state  were  pure  from  all  defilement,  and 
free  lrom  all  disorder  and  depravity.  All  his  emotions  were  duty 
governed  by  a  clear  reason  and  holy  will.  Two  armies  in  deadly 
conflict  were  not  arrayed  there,  for  the  inclinations  were  wlioll} 
inclined  to  good.  Here  then  were  knowledge,  righteousness  and 
holiness  combined  which  must  necessarily  produce  happiness 
Man  was  then  a  most  glorious  creature,  the  very  favorite  of  heaven 
for  sin  had  not  entered  to  mar  the  beautiful  work  of  God. 

4.  In  dominion.  Gen  1 :  28,  "  And  subdue  it,  and  have  domin- 
ion over  the  fish  of  the  sea,  and  over  the  fowl  of  the  air,  and  ovei 
every  living  thing  that  moveth  upon  the  earth."  God  made  mar 
sovereign  prince  and  ruler  of  the  world.  Psalm  8,  "  He  has  put  al 
things  under  his  feet."  Ilis  power  was  soberly  to  use  and  dispose 
of  the  creatures  of  God  over  which  he  was  placed,  making  all  tend 
to  his  own  good  and  the  glory  of  his  creator.  Inasmuch  as  God 
is  supreme  Lord  and  ruler  of  all  his  works,  and  made  man  hh 
deputed  governor  in  this  lower  world,  then,  indeed,  the  dominion 
conferred  on  him  was  properly  an  image  of  the  sovereignty  of  God 
This  power  was  common  with  one  exception,  viz  :  man  had  domin- 
ion over  the  woman.  Behold  how  the  creatures  manilested  thei: 
subjection  to  him,  and  to  do  him  homage  and  respect.  Thej 
quietly  submitted   themselves  till   he  gave  to  all  their  respective 
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names  claiming  them  as  his  own  property.  Thus  man  was  crowned 
with  glory  and  honor.  The  Lord  dealt  most  liberally  and  bounti- 
fully with  him  in  putting  all  things  under  bis  feet.  All  the  pro- 
ductions of  paradise  were  at  his  disposal  except  one  tree,  reserved 
as  a  test  of  his  obedience,  showing  him  that  he  held  all  things  from 
his  Creator.  Though  he  could  see  himself  lord  of  this  lower 
world,  he  must  not  forget  that  he  was  God's  legal  subject,  and  that 
he  must  not  look  down  as  the  beasts,  but  raise  his  affections  to  God 
from  whom  he  must  receive  his  support. 
II.     The  fall. 

1.  God  made  a  covenant  with  Adam,  called  a  covenant  of  works 
from  its  condition  of  perfect  obedience,  and  also  a  coveuant  of  life, 
inasmuch  as  a  violation  of  it  forfeited  life.  Gen.  2  :  16,  17,  "  And 
the  Lord  God  commanded  the  man  saying,  Of  every  tree  of  the 
garden  thou  mayest  freely  eat,  but  of  the  tree  of  the  knowledge  of 
good  and  evil  thou  shall  not  eat  of  it,  for  in  the  day  thou  eatest 
thereof  thou  shalt  surely  die."  In  this  transaction  the  parties  were 
God,  our  creator  and  supreme  ruler,  and  Adam,  a  holy  and  right- 
eous man  perfectly  able  to  keep  the  whole  law,  as  the  common 
father  and  representative  of  all  mankind.  The  condition  was 
Adam's  perseverance  during  the  whole  time  of  his  probation,  in 
the  most  perfect  obedience  to  the  whole  law  of  God.  A  glorious 
reward  was  promised.  He  and  his  posterity  should  be  continued 
in  perfect  holiness  and  happiness  while  on  earth,  and  be  translated 
in  due  time  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  God  forever.  The  penalty 
was  annexed,  viz  :  the  least  violation  would  not  only  inflict  tem- 
poral death,  but  alsj  eternal  death,  everlasting  destruction  of  both 
soul  and  body.  The  tree  of  knowledge  and  the  tree  of  life  were 
placed  for  seals  of  this  covenant  relation.  To  this  Adam  gave  his 
consent.  Again  it  is  expressly  called  a  covenant,  (Iios.  6  :  7),  and 
Adam  is  said  to  have  broken  this  covenant,  which  he  could  not 
have  done  had  he  not  entered  into  it.  Horn.  5:  15.  On  account  of 
the  covenant  relation  he  sustained,  he  is  compared  with  Jesus 
Christ  our  new  covenant  head.  Without  a  recognition  of  this 
covenant  it  would  be  impossible  to  account  for  the  imputation  of 
Adam's  sin  to  his  posterity  in  a  way  consistent  with  the  justice  of 
God.  Adam  by  disobeying  the  divine  law  violated  every  part  of 
this  covenant  in  the  most  aggravated  manner,  and  brought  ruin  on 
himself  and  all  his  posterity.  Rom.  5 :  12,  "  Wherefore  as  by  one 
man  sin  entered  into  the  world,  and  death  by  sin,  and  so  death 
passed  upon  all  men  for  that  all  have  sinned. ,; 

2.  Adam's  liability  to  change.  Gen.  3:6,  u  And  when  the 
woman  saw  that  ihe  tree  was  good  for  food,  and  that  it  was  pleas-* 
ant  to  the  eyes,  and  a  tree  to  be  desired  to  make  one  wise,  she  took 
of  the  fruit  thereof  and  did  eat  and  gave  also  unto  her  husband 
with  her;  and  he  did  eat."  Man  was  righteous  when  created,  but 
mutable,  for  he  could  not  be  immutable  as  immutability  is  incom- 
municable, belonging  essentially  to  the  nature  of  God.     He  was 
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left  to  the  freedom  of  his  own  will.  God  inclined  it  to  good  only, 
yet  it  was  not  so  made  but  that  it  could  alter ;  it  was  mutable  and 
the  righteousness  which  he  had  was  such  as  might  be  lost.  He 
fell,  yet  acted  the  part  of  a  free  agent.  No  transaction  in  life  was 
ever  entered  into  with  the  fuller  consent  of  all  the  parties  than 
Adam  entered  into  the  covenant  of  works.  Man  had  all  the  pleas- 
ures and  emoluments  of  this  world,  and  eternal  glory  in  the  next 
placed  before  him,  and  full  power  to  obtain  them,  yet  he  gave  way 
to  the  fleeting  emotions  of  fancy  suggested  by  the  luxuries  of  life 
and  willfully  gave  up  the  crown  of  immortal  glory.  "  They  sought 
out  many  inventions."  Believers  are  confirmed  in  a  state  of  grace 
on  account  of  the  merits  of  Christ  who  was  obedient  unto  death, 
and  they  can  never  fall  away  like  Adam,  who  was  left  to  the  free- 
dom of  his  own  will,  and  that  will  liable  to  change. 

3.  He  was  tempted.  Gen.  3  :  4,  5,  "  And  the  serpent  said  unto 
the  woman,  ye  shall  not  surely  die ;  for  God  doth  know  that  in 
the  day  ye  eat  thereof  your  eyes  shall  be  opened  and  ye  shall  be  as 
gods  knowing  good  and  evil."  Man's  state  of  happiness  was  of 
short  duration,  though  placed  in  the  midst  of  the  terrestrial  paradise 
surrounded  with  all  the  beautiful  scenery  that  nature  could  yield. 
A  thought  of  forfeiting  this  most  delightful  garden  had  never 
entered  the  minds  of  our  first  parents  until  Satan,  the  fallen  prince, 
assailed  them.  Seeing  Eden  to  be  the  place  where  God  had  placed 
his  honor,  and  where  the  lovely  pair  dwelt  in  perfect  happiness, 
he  thither  directed  his  flight,  thinking  to  inflict  the  mortal  stab 
and  regain  what  he  had  lost.  In  the  form  of  a  serpent  he  assayed 
to  condole  with  our  first  parents  on  their  being  deprived  of  the 
delicious  fruit  of  one  forbidden  tree.  "  Yea,  has  God  said,  ye  shall 
not  eat  of  every  tree  of  the  garden,  neither  touch  it ;  lest  ye  die." 
He  presumptuously  perverted  the  declaration  of  heaven  and  gave 
God  the  lie.  "Ye  shall  not  surely  die."  He  held  out  to  their 
minds  in  painted  colors  every  flattery  and  inducement  which  they 
might  obtain  by  complying  with  his  suggestion.  It's  true  he  did 
not  lead  them  to  the  temple's  pinnacle  and  mountain  summits, 
showing  and  promising  them  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world  and 
the  glory  of  them  if  they  would  fall  down  and  worship  him,  but 
he  presented  them  with  a  far  more  vain  and  delusive  sight :  "as  soon," 
says  he,  "  as  you  eat  of  this  tree  your  eyes  shall  be  opened,  and  ye 
shall  be  as  gods  knowing  good  and  evil."  This  artful  suggestion 
no  doubt  filled  their  minds  with  vain  and  fanciful  emotions; 
"  aspiring  to  be  great,  men  would  be  angels,  angels  would  be  gods." 
The  woman,  the  weaker  vessel,  was  the  first  object  of  his  base 
flattery,  knowing  that  if  she  were  once  seduced,  she  could  prevail 
on  her  husband.  It  is  not  easy  to  perceive  with  what  invincible 
force  these  smooth  and  flattering  words  secured  their  approbation. 
Butalas!  they  did,  and  our  first  parents  saw  to  their  own  shame 
that  tbe#  were  naked,  not  only  of  clothing,  but  had  failed  in  ob- 
taining  the  prize  tbey   bad  anticipated.     They  hearkened,  ate  and 
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fell.    Alas !  "  it  was  the  fruit  of  that  forbidden  tree  whose  mortal 
taste  brought  death  into  the  world,  and  all  our  woe." 

4.  He  complied  with  the  temptation.  Gen.  3 :  12,  "  The  woman 
whom  thou  gavest  to  be  with  me  she  gave  me  of  the  tree,  and  I 
did  eat/'  God  in  token  of  his  displeasure  banished  them  from  the 
Garden  of  Eden.  They  by  their  own  free  act  brought  on  them- 
selves and  their  posterity  everlasting  ruin.  Look  at  the  catalogue 
of  crimes  invented  and  practiced  by  the  children  of  Israel  in  their 
wilderness  journey.  "  They  tempted  God  in  the  desert ;  envied 
Moses  and  Aaron ;  made  and  worshipped  a  golden  calf  at  Horeb, 
(on  account  of  which  it  fared  ill  with  Moses  for  their  sakes ;)  they 
despised  the  pleasant  land ;  murmured  and  disobeyed  God ;  unto 
Baal-peor's  idols  they  did  themselves  associate,  and  eat  the  sacrifices 
of  the  dead.'  'Thus  they  provoked  him  to  anger  with  their  inven- 
tions; sacrificing  their  sons  and  daughters  to  devils,  imbruing  their 
hands  in  their  innocent  blood  ;  by  sacrificing  to  Canaan's  idols  the 
land  was  defiled  with  blood.  Alas  I  to  think  of  the  lamentable 
shriekings  that  were  heard  in  the  valley  of  the  son  of  Hinnom." 
Thus  were  they  defiled  with  their  own  works,  and  went  a  whor- 
ing with  their  own  inventions.  At  the  head  of  the  list  of  all 
crimes  unbelief  stands  prominent.  It  strikes  directly  at  God,  robs 
him  of  his  glory,  contradicts  his  will  and  treats  his  authority  with 
contempt.  It  was  Adam's  first  sin.  It  spurns  the  highest  testi- 
mony in  refusing  to  accept  of  Christ  on  gospel  terms;  its  natural 
voice  is  "  depart  from  me,"  we  desire  not  a  knowledge  of  thy  ways. 
Murder,  uncleanliness,  dishonesty,  perjury  and  lasciviousness  are 
truly  characteristic  of  fallen  man.  Head  the  catalogue  of  sins 
given  by  our  Saviour  himself,  Matt.  15  :  19.  "  Evil  thoughts,  mur- 
ders, adulteries,  fornications,  thefts,  false  witnesses,  blasphemies ; 
these  come  forth  from  the  heart,  and  they  defile  the  man."  God's 
beautiful  work  has  been  spoiled  and  his  image  defaced,  and  man 

has  wrought  out  his  own  ruin. 

[to  bb  continued.] 


THE     TRUE     HAPPINESS     OF     MAN. 


BY  REV.  SAMUEL   R.  KERR,  A.  M. 


"  Let  us  hear  the  conclusion  of  the  whole  matter :  Fear  God 
and  keep  his  commandments  ;  for  this  is  the  whole  duty  of  man." 
--Ecclesiastes,  12  :  13. 

All  men  pursue  happiness.  Much  as  they  may  disagree  in  the 
manner  of  the  pursuit,  this  is  their  end  and  aim.  The  assertion 
that  a  reasonable  being  would  seek  misery,  as  such,  carries  in  itself 
its  own  refutation.  It  is  only  under  the  appearance  of  good  that 
be  can  be  said  to  seek  that  which  is  evil.  Good,  then,  being  the 
object  of  the  search  of  all,  it  excites  the  surprise  of  the  -*\i\\ikvTi^ 
mind  to  see  them  prosecuting  this  search  in  such  a  countless  ^&t\sV| 


46  The  True  Happiness  of  Man.  [Feb, 

-of  ways  as  they  do.  Some  propose  to  themselves  wealth  as  thai 
which  will  yield  the  object  of  their  wishes,  and  anxiously  look  for- 
ward to  a  period  when  they  shall  reap  a  rich  harvest  of  felicity  foi 
their  toil  and  care  in  its  acquirement.  Others  consider  happiness 
to  be  the  offspring  of  power.  How  my  soul  would  delight  in  bear- 
ing sway  over  a  people.  Were  my  brow  circled  with  a  crown  and 
a  scepter  of  regal  authority  placed  in  my  hand,  then  farewell  to 
every  unhappy  thought.  That  necessity  which  now  sets  bounds  to 
my  enjoyment  would  be  removed,  and  the  extent  of  my  power 
afford  every  means  for  gratifying  my  desires.  Another  class  prom- 
ise themselves  a  never  failing  source  of  happiness  in  the  study  oi 
human  science.  They  pursue  knowledge  with  avidity,  as  much  as 
possible  secluding  themselves  from  the  bustle  of  the  world  hopiug 
to  enjoy,  in  their  silent  retreat,  that  which  others  are  laboring  to 
obtain  amidst  the  hurry  and  confusion  of  a  more  public  life.  Thus 
diversified  is  the  search  of  men  after  the  supreme  good,  but  to 
their  sad  disappointment  neither  of  the  ways  which  they  bad 
marked  out  will  bring  them  to  the  promised  result.  The  man  of 
wealth  will  sigh  for  more  or  languish  and  sicken  in  the  midst  of  his 
exuberance;  the  king,  pressed  beneath  the  burden  and  care  of  gov- 
ernment, will  find  that  happiness  is  not  the  appendage  of  the  crown  ; 
and  the  votary  of  learning  will  discover  that  although  he  may 
reap  a  present  enjoyment,  durable  good  is  not  the  production  of 
human  science. 

To  the  truth  of  these  remarks  Solomon,  the  wise  king  of  Israel, 
has  left  on  record  his  testimony.  Monarch  of  a  powerful  kingdom, 
endowed  with  wisdom  and  abounding  in  wealth,  he  had  the  means 
and  ability  of  testing  what  amount  of  happiness  worldly  objects 
can  yield.  Nor  did  he  suffer  these  to  pass  without  trial.  In  the 
latter  stage  of  his  life,  laying  aside  that  amiable  character  of  piety 
which  he  exhibited  in  early  years,  he  departed  from  the  Lord  and 
went  after  Ashtoreth,  the  goddess  of  the  Zidonians,  and  after  Milcom, 
the  abomination  of  the  Ammonites.  In  this  state  of  apostasy, 
being  in  full  possession  of  his  intellectual  vigor,  and  having  at  com- 
mand the  riches  and  power  of  a  nation,  he  eagerly  employed  all  for 
the  attainment  of  felicity.  With  every  suggestion  of  fancy  he 
complied  and  to  every  dictate  of  judgment  he  yielded.  Whatever 
wealth  could  procure  was  laid  at  his  feet,  whatever  royalty  could 
administer  was  tendered  to  him.  Now  he  explored  the  recesses  of 
earthly  wisdom ;  now  he  beautified  his  capital  with  edifices  of  im- 
mense costliness ;  now  he  indulged  in  the  pleasures  attendant  on 
his  high  station.  Change  succeeded  change.  One  scene  of  enjoy- 
ment gave  place  to  another,  till  variety  lost  its  spice  and  his  soul 
nauseated  all.  And  at  the  close  of  life  behold  him  returning  from 
his  long  and  fruitless  search  for  happiness  on  the  mountains  of 
vanity,  and  recording  for  the  instruction  of  future  generations  as 
the  result  of  his  experience,  that  all  is  vanity  and  vexation  of  spirit. 
Such  is  the  testimony  contained  in  this  book  of  which  our  text  is  a 
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part.    Bat  whilst  we  have  here  written  for  our  admonition  the  folly 
and  disappointment  of  those  who  seek  permanent  felicity  in  earthly 
objects,  we  have  also  presented  to  us  that  in  which  the  true  happi- 
ness of  man  consists.    The  book  has  for  its  professed  object  to  in- 
quire what  is  that  good  which  the  sons  of  men  should  do  under  the 
hetven  all  the  days  of  their  life.     After  enumerating  the  various 
ways  he  had  tried  apart  from  the  service  of  God,  and  expressing 
the  feelings  of   shame  and  vexation  that  resulted  from    them, 
the  writer  proceeds  to  lay  before  us  that  in  which  alone  he 
found  constant  and  satisfactory  enjoyment.    In  the  verse  to  which 
your  attention  has  been  called,  he  closes  his  inquiry  and  sums  up  in 
one  sentence  the  conclusion  to  which  he  had  come.    "  Let  us  hear 
the  conclusion  of  the  whole  matter:     Fear  God  and  keep  His  com- 
mandments; for  this  is  the  whole  of  man."    The  word  duty,  it  will 
be  observed,  is  printed  differently  from  the  others.    The  reason  of 
this  is  that  it  is  supplied  in  translation,  and  we  think   unhappily. 
However  true  it  may  be  that  it  is  the  duty  of  men  to  serve  God, 
that  does  not  appear  to  be  the  primary  idea  here.      It  would  rather 
appear  that  in  the  former  clause  the  duty  is  expressed,  and  in  the 
latter  an  inference  is  drawn  that  in  this  consists  the  happiness  of 
man,  founded  on  the  connection  which  exists  between  the  perform- 
ance of  the  one  and  the  enjoyment  of  the  other.      Every  individ- 
ual is  conscious  of  the  inward  satisfaction  that  follows  the  faithful  dis- 
charge of  duty,  and  that  in  proportion  to  the  greatness  of  the  duty 
is  the  degree  of  satisfaction  felt.    Now  the  duty  we  owe  to  God  is 
the  greatest  of  which  we  can  possibly  conceive  :  by  its  performance, 
then,  is  secured  the  greatest  possible  amount  of   felicity.      This  is 
what  the  preacher,  the  son  of  David,  here  teaches  as  the  result  of 
his  experience  and  the  dictate  of  his  reason.     "  Fear  God  and  keep 
His  commandments  ;  for  this  is  the  whole  of  man/'  this  is  the  whole 
happiness  of  man. 
In  the  further  consideration  of  these  words,  we  shall, 

I.  Explain  wlud  it  is  to  fear  God  said  keep  His  commandments. 

II.  Show  that  in  doing  this  consists  the  true  happiness  of  man. 

In  the  phrase  "  fear  God  and  keep  his  commandments  "  is  com- 
prehended the  whole  of  his  worship,  internal  and  external.  In- 
ternal worship  is  expressed  by  fear,  external  by  obedience ;  of  these 
we  shall  speak  in  order.  The  fear  of  God  is  of  two  kinds,  servile 
and  filial.  Servile  fear  is  an  involuntary  act  of  the  mind  proceed- 
ing from  a  sense  of  guilt,  and  can  exist  only  where  there  is  sin. 
When  God  by  his  providence  or  his  word  awakens  the  conscience 
of  the  careless  transgressor,  he  is  seized  with  apprehensions  of  the 
punishment  that  awaits  the  ungodly,  and  he  fears  and  trembles. 
By  the  influence  of  this  feeling  which  he  cannot  stifle  nor  expel, 
he  may  be  brought  to  profess  Christianity  and  outwardly  to  con- 
form to  its  precepts,  but  from  the  nature  and  effects  of  that  princi- 
ple by  which  he  is  actuated,  it  is  evident  that  he  lacks  the  spirit  of 
vital  godliness.     It  is  a  dread  of  punishment  that  determines  him 


48  The  True  Happiness  of  Man.  [Feb 

externally  to  put  on  Christ.  He  hates  not  sin,  but  he  fears  its  con 
sequences.  He  looks  not  at  its  evil  nature,  bnt  at  its  direful  effects 
viewing  in  all  their  latitude  the  misery  and  suffering  that  will  in 
evitably  overtake  the  wicked,  and  deceiving  himself  by  the  fals< 
hope  that  the  divine  favor  can  be  obtained  by  his  obedience,  he,  at 
far  as  the  unrenewed  mind  is  capable,  complies  with  the  requisition: 
of  the  Oospel.  He  becomes  seemingly  a  Christian.  The  name  o 
Christ  is  placed  upon  him  in  the  reception  of  baptism.  Free  accesi 
is  allowed  him  to  all  the  privileges  of  God's  visible  kingdom,  anc 
such,  perhaps,  is  his  character  that  no  human  eye  can  perceive  in  it 
a  single  flaw.  But,  notwithstanding  all  this,  he  is  destitute  of  th< 
power  of  godliness.  Should  the  fear  of  punishment  be  removed 
we  would  see  the  man  in  his  true  character.  The  mantle  by  whicl 
he  i 8 concealed  would  be  cast  away,  and  he  would  stand  revealed  ii 
his  native  deformity,  the  hater  of  God  and  the  despiser  of  his  law 

But  that  he  is  devoid  of  the  true  spirit  of  Christianity  is  furthei 
evident  from  the  effects  this  fear  has  upon  him.  It  destroys  confi 
dence  in  God,  alienates  the  heart,  and  causes  him  to  suffer  in  anti 
cipation  the  endless  misery  of  the  lost.  God  is  set  forth  inScriptun 
as  a  God  of  faithfulness,  worthy  the  trust  of  all  the  children  o 
men.  "  How  excellent  is  thy  loving  kindness,  0  God  !  therefon 
the  children  of  men  put  their  trust  under  thy  wings."  (Ps.  35:7) 
"  Thy  mercies  are  new  every  morning  ;  great  is  thy  faithfulness.3 
(Lam.  3:23).  Since  then  God  has  revealed  himself  in  thischarac 
ter,  it  is  the  duty  of  all  to  repose  in  him  the  most  unwavering  con 
fidence.  But  it  is  impossible  for  that  man  to  confide  in  him  whon 
his  guilty  fears  clothe  in  the  terrors  of  an  angry  and  an  inexorable 
judge.  As  well  might  we  speak  of  the  coalescence  of  light  an< 
darkness,  or  of  any  two  opposites  whatever,  as  of  his  reliance  upoi 
God,  whose  ruling  principle  is  a  dread  of  punishment;  because  thi 
dread  supposes  a  want  of  confidence  in  that  promise  that  they  wh< 
put  their  trust  in  him  shall  not  be  ashamed. 

Another  effect  of  this  fear  upon  man  is  to  drive  him  away  fron 
God.  This  is  the  effect  it  had  upon  Adam  when  he,  by  his  dis 
obedience,  forfeited  the  favor  of  heaven  and  exposed  himself  to  iti 
vengeance.  When  he  heard  the  voice  ot  the  Lord  God,  walking  ii 
the  garden  in  the  cool  of  the  day,  he  did  not,  as  at  other  times 
hasten  to  meet  him,  rejoicing  that  he  was  counted  worthy  to  hok 
converse  with  his  Maker,  but  hid  himself  from  his  presence  amongs 
the  trees  of  the  garden.  This  concealment  from  God  was  the  nativ< 
effect  of  this  fear.  "  I  was  afraid,"  says  he,  "and  I  hid  myself.3 
Such  also  is  the  effect  it  has  upon  all  who  are  under  its  influence 
Their  desire  is  not  to  fear  God.  They  fear  him  against  their  incli 
nation.  But  true  religion  has  its  seat  in  the  heart,  and  everything 
that  proceeds  not  from  the  heart  must  be  irksome  and  tend  to  alien 
ate  its  affections.  Slavish  fear,  then,  being  a  forced  act  of  the  mine 
produced  by  an  impression  of  guilt,  cannot  but  have  this  tendency 
It  prompts  the  wish  that  there  was  no  God.     It  kindles  the  desir 
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to  retreat  from  his  presence.     It  dreads  his  approach  as  the  unfaith- 
ful servant  dreads  the  approach  of  his  deceived  and  injured  lord. 

(TO  BB  CONTINUED.) 


Editorial. 

Thk  friends  who  have  contributed  to  Spring  Garden  mission  have 
the  opportunity  of  judging  as  to  whether  or  not  their  investment  is 
a  wise  one.  The  first  article  in  this  number  contains  a  full  account 
of  its  condition,  prospects  and  needs. 

The  one  drawback  in  the  work  is  the  fact  that  the  teachers  must 
mi&  the  afternoon  service  in  the  church.  None  regret  this  more  than 
they.  It  was  hoped  that  by  changing  the  hour  this  would  be  reme- 
died. There  were  a  few  persons,  however,  whom  the  proposed 
change  would  not  suit,  and  it  was  thought  better  not  to  press  it  for  the 
present.  In  a  little  it  will  be  effected  and  to  the  great  advantage 
both  of  the  mission  and  the  congregation. 

The  extract  from  Dr.  Strong's  work  on  another  page  should  be 
carefully  read.  There  is  no  more  painful  sight  than  that  seen  in 
many  of  our  churches  on  Sabbath  afternoons — a  stream  of  children 
leaving  the  church  building  after  school  is  dismissed  and  at  the  hour 
the  congregation  is  gathering  for  public  service.  These  children  are 
being  taught  that  it  is  a  matter  of  little  importance  whether  or  not 
they  attend  church  provided  they  only  attend  Sabbath  School.  How 
is  it  j)ossible  for  them  when  they  become  men  and  women  to  feel  any 
need  for  or  interest  in  the  church  ? 


A  brother  miuister  remarked  a  short,  time  ago  in  a  funeral  address 
on  the  death  of  an  aged  member  of  his  congregation,  that  during  his 
life  he  had  greatly  encouraged  his  pastor  in  three  ways.  He  was 
always  present  at  public  service  unless  providentially  detained  ;  he  was 
always  in  his  seat  a  few  minutes  before  the  hour  of  worship  arrived, 
as  though  he  delighted  to  be  in  the  house  of  God,  and  he  sat  near  the 
pulpit,  where  he  could  hear  every  word,  and  not  in  the  rear  of  the 
church  as  do  so  many,  apparently  afraid  they  cannot  get  away  soon 
enough  after  the  service  is  over.  Members  of  that  kind  are,  indeed, 
a  help  to  a  pastor. 

In  one  of  our  meetings  held  during  the  week  of  prayer  one  of 
the  speakers  told  of  an  elder,  now  dead,  who  frequently  spent  a  good 
part  of  the  night  in  prayer.  On  one  occasion  when  asked  how  he 
could  find  enough  to  occupy  his  mind  for  so  long  a  time,  he  replied 
that  he  tried  to  endeavor  to  find  out  beforehand  the  needs  of  the  dif- 
ferent members  of  the  congregation  and  then  he  presented  each  one's 
case  at  the  throne  of  grace.  Time,  he  said,  passed  very  quickly  when 
so  engaged.  It  all  our  elders  would  imitate  the  example  of  this 
brother,  now  entered  into  rest,  what  a  revival  we  would  have  in  our 
churches !  4 
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A  correspondent,  referring  to  a  comment  on  a  late  Sabbath 
School  lesson,  raises  the  question  as  to  whether  or  not  it  is  oar  daty 
always  to  obey  the  voice  of  conscience,  it  being  so  imperfect  a  guide. 
The  heathen  are  conscientious.  They  believe  they  are  doing  right 
when  performing  the  most  horrid  acts  of  cruelty.  The  answer  is  plain. 
Our  duty  is  to  walk  in  accordance  with  what  light  we  have.  He 
wo  ild  be  a  foolish  person,  indeed,  who  would  put  out  his  eyes  because 
his  sight  was  defective,  and,  as  the  result,  he  was  so  frequently  deceived. 
No  less  foolish  would  he  be  who  would  refuse  to  act  in  accordance 
with  the  dictates  of  conscience  simply  because  it  so  often  leads  astray. 
Better  a  poor  guide  than  none,  a  little  light  than  the  blackness  of 
darkness.  It  is  the  persons  who  act  in  accordance  with  what  they 
believe  to  be  right  that  are  most  likely  to  be  led  into  a  full  knowledge 
of  the  truth.  Those  who  fail  so  to  act  render  themselves  incapable 
of  receiving  the  truth.  They  destroy  the  organ  of  vision.  Sincerity 
will  not  save,  but  without  sincerity  there  is  no  salvation.  He  who  is 
thoroughly  conscientious  is  sincere.  J.  W.  S. 


j 


TEMS, 


Rev.  R.  Stewart  is  laboring  in  Houlton,  Me. 

Mr.  Stevenson  has  accepted  the  appointment  to  Kansas  City, 
and  will  continue  to  labor  there. 


There  is  a  small  colony  of  Covenanters  in  Oklahoma.  Rev.  Mr. 
Carithers  will  visit  them  on  his  way  to  Synod. 

The  number  of  children  in  the  Indian  Mission  school  is  twenty- 
two.     The  prospect  for  an  increase  is  encouraging. 

Mrs.  Rachel  E.  Doi»ds,  of  Beaver  Falls  congregation,  died  on 
January  7th.  Elder  John  Cook,  of  the  same  congregation,  died  on 
the  9th  of  January. 

Rev.  J.  A.  Thompson  had  a  severe  attack  of  the  grip,  but  is  now 
much  better.  Rev.  R.  J.  Gault  is  slowly  recovering  from  an  attack 
of  the  same  disease ;  as  is  also  Rev.  A.  Kilpatrick. 

We  note  with  sorrow  the  second  bereavement  of  Rev.  James  S. 
Stewart  and  wife  in  the  death  of  their  child,  Alvin,  on  the  24th  of 
November.  The  disease  was  dysentery.  He  was  buried  on  the  25th 
beside  the  remains  of  his  departed  sister,  Jean. 

Rev.  Dr.  James  Martin  and  wife,  who  have  baen  sojourning  in 
Ireland  since  early  summer,  left  on  the  12th  of  December  last.  They 
go  to  visit  the  laborers  at  Antioch,  to  cheer  them,  but  the  state  of  Dr. 
Martin's  health  does  not  encourage  the  hope  of  his  speedy  resumption 
of  the  mission  work.  But  the  Lord  may,  in  answer  to  many  prayers, 
revive  his  servant's  strength. 
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Rev.  W.  J.  Sproull  is  to  be  installed  pastor  of  Pine  Run  Pres- 
bjteriau  Church,  (Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,)  on  January  80th. 

Mrs.  Margaret  B.  Willson,  widow  of  the  late  Rev.  Renwick 
Z.  Willson,  died  in  New  York  January  12,  1894.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Hamilton  Biggam,  and  was  married  in  1846. 

The  St  Louis,  Mo.,  congregation  has  purchased  a  lot  and  expects 
soon  to  have  a  house  of  worship  erected.  The  prospects  of  the  con- 
gregation are  now  more  encouraging  than  they  have  been  for  some 
time. 

Our  brethren  of  the  New  School  Covenanter  Church  have  suffered 
a  great  loss  in  the  death  of  Mr.  Alexander  Kerr,  of  Philadelphia,  oa 
the  23d  of  December.  He  was  73,  and  died  of  pneumonia,  follow- 
ing influenza.  His  work  for  the  church  was  marked  by  energy  and 
devotion,  freely  given  amid  large  business  cares. 

Mrs.  Gray,  of  Covington,  Ky.,  died  on  the  10th  of  last  Decem- 
ber, in  the  92d  year  of  her  age.  Thus  passed  away  the  last  of  the 
members  connected  with  the  re-organization  of  the  Cincinnati  con- 
gregation in  1844,  and  a  familiar  friend  through  all  her  life  to  the 
ministers  who  have  had  to  do  with  that  charge. 

The  Kentucky  Presbytery  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Presby teriari 
Church  of  the  South  met  on  December  21st,  and  received  S.  A. 
George  and  restored  him  to  full  ministerial  standing.  In  a  private 
note  he  writes:  "  I  am  so  glad  that  the  way  is  opened  up  for  nie  to 
continue  in  the  future  in  the  work  which  I  love  so  well,  and  I  hope 
soon  to  find  a  field  of  labor  where  I  can  devote  myself  wholly  to  it." 

Elder  James  Waddell,  Sr.,  of  the  Almonte,  Ontario,  congrega- 
tion, died  November  28, 1893.  He  was  born  in  1796,  and  was  brought 
up  in  the  Airdrie  congregation,  Scotland.  Our  brethren  in  Canada 
recognize  in  his  loss  that  a  noble  father  has  passed  to  his  reward. 

Prof.  Philip  Schaff,  of  Union  Theological  Seminary,  died 
October  20,  1893.  He  was  born  in  Switzerland  in  1819,  and  came 
to  America  in  1843  as  professor  in  the  German  Reformed  Theological 
Seminary  at  Mercersburg,  Pa.,  and  became  a  professor  in  the  Union 
Seminary  in  1869.  

Maharajah  Dhuleep  Singh  died  at  Paris,  October  23d.  He 
was  the  last  of  the  Singh  dynasty  in  India,  and  was  set  aside  and 
pensioned  by  the  British  power,  when  a  child,  and  long  resided  in 
England.  He  married  Bamba  Muller,  a  pupil  in  the  Egyptian 
mission  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church.  For  many  years  he 
gave  the  mission  annually  a  thousand  pounds  sterling.  Some  years 
ago  he  became  dissatisfied  with  the  English  government,  and  set  out 
for  India,  but  was  not  allowed  to  land  as  he  meditated  rebellion.  He 
sought  and  obtained  pardon  by  releasing  his  claims.  His  w\fe  mesiw- 
time  had  died.     In  1889  he  married  an   English   lady.     Two  ^eax% 
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j i go  he  made  a  donation  to  the  mission,  and  also  a  personal  gift  of 
$10,000  to  Dr.  Gulian  Lansing,  which  the  latter  made  over  to  the 
mission  as  an  endowment  for  the  Theological  Seminary  of  the 
Egyptian  Mission. 

Rev.  Dr.  William  Blackwood,  pastor  emeritus  of  the  9th 
Presbyterian  Church,  Philadelphia,  died  November  13,  1893.  He 
was  born  at  Dromara,  Ireland,  in  1804,  and  became  pastor  in  Phila- 
delphia in  1850.  He  was  an  excellent  pastor,  a  ripe  scholar,  a  man 
of  high  culture. 

By  the  death  of  Rev.  D.  McKee  the  church  has  lost  a  devoted 
friend.  Brother  Thompson  furnishes  us  with  the  following  account 
of  his  last  illness,  which  will  be  read  with  deep  interest : 

It  is  my  sad  duty  to  chronicle  the  departure  of  our  beloved  brother 
and  father,  Rev.  David  McKee.  He  is  gone  from  us  to  his  heavenly 
inheritance.  When  I  returned  from  the  convention  in  Allegheny  I 
found  there  was  considerable  change  both  in  his  appearance  and 
strength.  He  continued  becoming  weaker  until  Wednesday,  the  27th 
of  December,  although  he  seemed  greatly  relieved  from  pain  ;  and 
about  one  p.  M.  in  peace,  without  a  struggle  or  murmur,  he  passed 
into  his  heavenly  rest,  leaving  sorrowful  hearts  behind,  for  many  of 
us  loved  him  much.  I  was  called  to  take  charge  of  the  funeral  ser- 
vices if  able,  and  our  young  brother,  Mr.  McKnight,  to  assist. 
On  Friday  the  29th  of  December  at  10:30  the  funeral  took  place ;  a 
short  service  was  held  at  the  house,  and  then  after  the  remains  were 
interred,  I  preached  a  sermon  in  the  church  on  the  text :  "  Let  me 
<He  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  let  my  last  end  be  like  his." 
Num.  23  :  10.  It  was  a  very  large  funeral,  and  many  more  \vould 
have  been  there  if  they  had  known  the  time  and  the  place  the  services 
would  be  held.  While  many  ministerial  brethren  of  his  acquaint- 
ance, near  neighbors  who  knew  his  worth  and  learned  to  love  him, 
and  a  true  hearted  and  loyal  people  whom  he  led  in  the  way  of  life  feel 
their  loss,  it  fell  with  greatest  severity  upon  an  affectionate  and  loving 
wife,  who  for  more  than  a  year  past  has  been  with  him  far  and  near 
ministering  to  his  every  need,  and  his  loving  children  who,  left  be- 
hind, mourn  their  loss.  May  the  Lord  sanctify  this  call  to  them,  each 
one,  and  to  us  all  that  we  may  be  ready.  "  Be  ye  also  ready  :  for  in 
such  an  hour  as  ye  think  not  the  Son  of  Man  cometh." 

Rev.  J.  A.  Thompson. 


While  visiting  our  Indian  Mission  I  took  the  opportunity  to  visit 
three  other  schools :  The  government  school  at  Fort  Sill  and  the 
mission  schools  at  Anadarko  under  the  care  of  the  Methodist  and 
Presbyterian  Churches.  The  Methodist  school  has  thirty  children. 
Have  a  larger  force  of  teachers  than  ours,  but  labor  to  great  disad- 
vantage by  being  near  the  Catholic  and  government  schools.  The 
Presbyterian  school  has  the  same  number  of  workers  that  we  have, 
but  they  have  only  twelve  boarding  and  six  day  pupils.     The  teacher 
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can  care  for  eighteen  with  little  more  effort  than  twelve,  the  matron 
and  her  assistant  having  all  their  time  for  sewing,  cooking  and  such 
things.  This  school  has  been  established  longer  than  ours,  but  has 
not  been  so  prosperous  because  of  outside  influences.  The  missionary 
and  his  wife  are  earnest  workers.  Our  school  has  the  advantage  of 
being  at  a  distance  from  any  school.    Yours,  M.  S.  Gibsob. 

The  brethren  at  LaJunta  are  doing  a  grand  work.  Their  church 
is  overflowing  with  Sabbath  School  scholars  and  they  have  a  mission 
school  with  sixty  scholars  in  the  other  end  of  town*  They  need  a 
mission  building  very  much  and  should  have  their  church  building 
enlarged.  Eight  hundred  dollars  would  equip  them  so  they  could 
do  more  efficient  work.  Our  own  Sabbath  School  had  about  twenty 
new  scholars  last  Sabbath.  The  Lord  continues  to  send  us  some  money 
for  our  church  building.    It  comes  in  as  notes  are  due. 

J.  M.  Wylie. 

Latakiyeh,  Syria,  November  28, 1893.  My  Dear  Mr.  Trumbull  z 
Yours  of  August  21st  was  received  in  due  time.  I  intended  to 
answer  it  just  as  soon  as  school  would  be  open.  I  had  selected  a  little 
girl  for  your  society,  but  we  have  had  a  good  deal  of  care  on  account  of 
sickness  this  year  and  so  letter  writing  had  to  be  postponed.  The 
name  of  the  little  girl  I  have  selected  for  you  is  Rema  Halafa.  Her 
mother  is  an  Ansireyeh  Prostestant  and  her  father  is  a  half  one.  You 
will  laugh  at  that  perhaps,  but  sometimes  he  is  in  the  church  and 
sometimes  not.  He  is  weak,  but  after  all  I  think  he  is  a  Christian. 
At  any  rate,  he  wants  his  children  brought  up  in  school  and  to  join 
the  church.  Rema  is  about  eight  or  nine  years  old.  She  is  a  bright, 
blackeyed,  smart,  mischievous  little  girl.  She  can  learn,  but  will 
neglect  her  studies  and  her  work,  if  she  can.  But  I  have  hopes  that 
she  will  grow  up  to  be  a  good  woman,  and  her  father  has  promised  to 
let  her  come  on  to  school,  and  that  is  why  I  have  selected  her  for  you. 
That,  and  because  I  think  she  is  quite  a  promising  child.  The  money 
sent  by  draft  as  you  sent  it  before  is  quite  as  good  a  way  as  any, 

All  of  the  friends  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stewart  will  be  grieved  to  hear 
of  the  death  of  their  little  boy,  Alvin.  He  was  nearly  four  years 
old,  and  was  a  very  sweet,  interesting  child.  He  died  of  dysentery. 
He  was  sick  for  about  two  weeks.  We  all  did  everything  for  him 
that  we  could,  but  it  was  God's  will  to  take  him,  therefore  all  efforts 
tosavehis  life  were  vain.  We  know  that  he  is  safe  with  Jesus. 
Yet  it  is  very  hard  for  his  parents  to  give  him  up. 

We  had  a  little  girl  to  die  in  school  this  year.  We  hardly  knew 
what  was  the  matter  with  her.  Her  death  was  so  sudden  that  we  did 
not  have  time  to  send  for  her  mother  who  lived  in  a  village  fifteen 
miles  away.  She  was  a  nice  child,  one  we  had  only  taken  this  year, 
and  I  wondered,  did  she  hear  enough  and  understand  enough  of  truth 
iu  that  short  time  to  save  her  7  Her  mother  came  to  see  us  afterward. 
She  seemed  to  feel  very  badly,  for  the  mother  heart  exists  in  a  heathen 
woman  too.     She  said  she  had  always  been  told  that  we  would  send 
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for  the  parents  of  the  children  when  they  were  seriously  ill.  I  ex- 
plained to  her  that  she  died  so  suddenly  that  there  was  no  time,  and  I 
gave  her  the  clothes  that  we  had  given  the  little  girl,  which  rather 
appeased  her. 

The  Ansireyeh  take  quite  good  care  of  their  graves.  They  build 
them  up  and  plaster  them  over  with  a  kind  of  white  clay  that  they 
find  here.  She  came  down  and  did  that  last  week,  and  also  brought 
me  a  little  armful  of  wood,  which  was  quite  a  present  from  a  woman 
like  her.  It  is  quite  a  custom  here  for  people  never  to  send  bad  news. 
A  person  may  be  dead  for  years  and  their  friends  at  a  distance  not 
know  it.  They  would  be  afraid  to  put  their  children  in  school,  only 
that  it  is  our  rule  to  always  send  word  if  they  are  sick. 

We  have  quite  a  large  boarding  school  this  year — fifty-eight  pupils. 
We  could  have  had  as  many  more  if  we  could  have  taken  them.  I 
do  not  think  we  have  as  many  day  scholars  as  usual.  There  is  a  great 
deal  of  sickness.  The  weather  is  very  dry  and  warm.  We  have  had 
scarcely  any  rain  yet.  Usually  we  have  rain  about  the  first  of 
November. 

We  had  our  communion  two  weeks  ago.  Two  boys  joined.  The 
mother  of  one  of  the  boys  was  a  member  twenty  years  ago.  She  was 
married  according  to  the  custom  of  the  country  and  her  husband 
never  let  her  attend  the  ordinances.  She  knew  very  little,  but  taught 
her  hoys  what  she  knew,  and  long  before  they  were  old  enough  she 
wanted  them  put  into  the  boarding  school.  She  said  she  was  still  a 
Christian  at  heart  and  she  wanted  them  to  be  Christians. 

Mattie  R.  Wylie. 

There  are  some  menacing  signs  in  the  mission  work  in  Japan. 
There  is  impatience  under  any  control  by  the  foreign  mission  societies 
of  the  work  they  have  built  up,  and  in  a  great  measure  yet  support. 
There  is  also  dislike  to  the  foreign  holding  of  the  realty  by  any 
tenure.  The  nominal  possessor  is  now  necessarily  a  native.  The 
Church  of  Japan,  though  in  the  Pan-Presbyterian  Council,  has  not 
the  Confession  of  the  Reformed  Churches  in  its  fulness.  Mr. 
Kozaki,  the  head  of  the  Doshesta,  the  Congregational  college,  said 
before  the  Parliament  of  Religions:  "The  Presbyterians  in  Japan 
almost  to  a  man  advocate  the  views  of  Professors  Briggs  and  Smith, 
while  the  Congregational  ministers  go  farther  than  Andover."  This 
is  exaggeration,  but  there  is  a  feeling  of  uncertainty  as  to  the  course 
of  events  in  Japan  in  relation  to  the  foreign  mission  boards  and 
orthodox  Christianity,  that  should  lead  evangelical  Christians  to  strive 
with  God  in  prayer  for  that  people. 

The  same  native  feeling  referred  to  in  reference  to  Japan  appears 
in  Brazil,  now  that  there  is  an  organized  native  church.  We  quote 
from  the  United  Presbyterian:  "A  few  years  ago  the  American 
Presbyterian  missions  in  Brazil,  representing  the  northern  and 
tt'iuthern  bodies,  by  the  consent  of  the  home  churches,  united  and 
/(tniied  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Brazil,  the  mission  boards  in  thic 
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country  continuing  their  support.  The  inevitable  perplexity  has 
arisen.  How  can  the  proper  independence  of  the  church  be  main- 
tained while  dependent  on  foreign  boards  ?  How  can  the  mission 
boards  secure  the  proper  use  of  the  funds  they  give  without  some 
control  in  the  missions  ?  Rev.  John  M.  Kyle,  D.  D.,  writing  to  the 
Presbyterian  Banner,  says :  '  The  native  church,  or  rather  the 
native  part  of  the  church,  has  assumed  an  attitude  of  independence, 
and  in  some  places  of  almost  hostility  to  the  boards  and  their  mis- 
sionaries.' The  situation  is  delicate,  but  it  is  inevitable.  It  may  be 
that  the  solution  is  to  be  found  in  new  missions,  leaving  those  organ- 
ized to  take  care  of  their  own  work.  At  all  events  the  spirit  of  self- 
support  should  be  developed  to  the  highest  degree  in  every  mission." 

We  must  not  forget  that  many  children  come  under  religious  influ- 
ence in  the  Sabbath  School  who  do  not  attend  church  ;  but  Sabbath 
School  attendance  should  not  be  deemed  an  equivalent  of  church 
attendance.  So  far  as  the  Sabbath  School  is  made  a  substitute  for  the 
church,  its  influence  is  mischievous  instead  of  beneficial.  Usually  the 
habit  of  attending  church  is  formed  in  childhood,  if  at  all.  Multitudes 
of  youth  "  graduate"  from  the  Sabbath  School  every  year,  and  most 
of  them  who  have  not  already  established  the  habit  of  church  attend- 
ance drop  into  the  great  non-church-going  class.  That  class  contains 
few  who  attend  church  regularly  in  childhood,  but  many  who  were 
once  Sabbath  School  scholars.  .  .  .  The  Sabbath  School,  notwith- 
standing all  the  good  it  has  done  and  is  doing,  by  being  considered 
"the  children's  church,"  has  interfered  with  the  formation  of  church- 
going  habits  on  the  part  of  many  children,  and  so  has  eventually  con- 
tributed not  a  few  to  the  non-church-going  class. — The  New  Era,  by 
Dr.  Strong. 

New  York. — The  fall  meeting  of  New  York  Presbytery  was  held  in 
the  third  church,  New  York,  on  October  31,  1893,  at  10  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon.  Nine  ministers  were  present  and  six  elders.  Mr.  Bayles  was 
elected  moderator,  pro  iem^  and  Mr.  Patton  assistant  clerk,  pro  tern. 

The  clerk  reported  the  provisional  certificate  by  himself  of  Rev.  S. 
J.  Crowe  to  Pittsburgh  Presbytery.  This  action  was  sustained.  The 
commissions  appointed  to  attend  to  installations  in  first  Boston  and 
Coldenham  congregations  reported  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Samuel  Mc- 
Naugher  in  first  Boston  on  September  21,  1893,  and  the  installation  of 
Rev.  Thomas  Patton  in  Coldenham  on  October  13,  1893.  The  resigna- 
tion by  Rev.  J.  K.  Reed,  of  Bovina  congregation,  on  account  of  ill 
health  was  accepted  ;  and  the  resignation  by  Rev.  T.  A.  Rusk,  of 
West  Hebron  congregation,  because  of  insufficient  moral  support,  was 
also  accepted.  The  relationship  in  both  cases  was  dissolved  in  prayer 
by  F.  M.  Foster.  Mr.  Patton  was  appointed  to  declare  the  pulpit 
vacant  in  Bovina,  and  Mr.  Bayles  to  do  the  same  work  in  West  Hebron. 
In  accepting  Mr.  Reed's  resignation,  presbytery  expressed  u  its  deep 
sympathy  with  our  brother  in  his  physical  sufferings,  which  have  led  to 
bis  request;  and  our  earnest  praj'er  that  he  may  be  spared  for 
further  labor  in  his  Lord's  work  on  earth."  Bovina  received  W\fc  gtucfti 
of  a  moderation,  Mr.  Bayles  being  appointed  to  attend  to  t\Aa  ^o\V 
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Brooklyn  congregation  was  recommended  to  the  Board  of  Church 
Erection  for  aid  in  building  their  church.  Mr.  Sommerville  was  con- 
tinued chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Supplies.  Messrs.  Carlisle,  F. 
M.  Foster  and  elder  McAfee  were  appointed  a  committee  to  arrange 
for  a  conference  to  be  held  in  connection  with  the  next  spring  meeting 
of  presbytery. 

Presbytery  adjourned  to  meet  in  the  third  church,  New  York,  on  the 
last  Tuesday  of  April,  1894,  at  8  o'clock  in  the  eveninj 
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LESSON   IV.— January  28. 

GOD'S  COVENANT  WITH  NOAH- Genesis  9 :  8-17. 

13.  I  do  set  my  bow  in  the  cloud, 
and  it  shall  be  for  a  token  of  a  cove- 
nant between  me  and  the  earth. 

14.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  when 
I  bring  a  cloud  over  the  earth  ;  that 
the  bow  shall  be  seen  in  the  cloud  : 

15.  And  I  will  remember  my  cove- 
nant, which  is  between  me  and  you  and 
every  living  creature  of  all  flesh  ;  and 
the  waters  shall  no  more  become  a 
flood  to  destroy  all  flesh. 

16.  And  the  bow  shall  be  in  the 
cloud  ;  and  I  will  look  upon  it,  that  1 
may  remember  the  everlasting  cove- 
nant between  God  and  every  living 
creature  of  all  flesh  that  is  upon  the 
earth. 

17.  And  God  said  unto  Noah,  This 
is  the  token  of  the  covenant,  which  1 
have  established  between  me  and  all 
flesh  that  is  upon  the  earth. 

GoiJ>EdnfexT :     I  do  set  my  bow  in  the  cloud  and  it  shall  be  for  a 
token  of  G&tenant  between  me  and  the  earth — Gen.  9  :  13. 

The    ffeooj^r  by    which    almost    the  entire    human     family    were 

.destroyed,  would  not  soon  be  forgotten.     "  What  has  been  may  be." 

-  .With  everv  greff.  storm  would  come  the  fear  of  another  similar  eatas- 

"trophe.     Peoplewwouhl  feel  insecure.     Progress   would  be  effectually 

1  ^checked.     Here  itod   pledges  his  word  that  such  another  visitation 

*4rfMdi  never  take  &lace,  and  is  pleased   to  give  a  sign  by  which  we 

reminded  of  \t\  promise. 

Jj^Th*  token  or  sren  is   the  rainbow.     No  doubt  it   was  already  a 

liliar  sight.     ThJ  causes  that   produce  it   now   were   in  operation 

In  the  selection  of  the  bow  for  the  token  there  is  something:  ex- 

Iingly  appropriate.     It  is  now  regarded  as  a  sign  that  the  storm  is 

jjfHJf  general  or  to  be  <pf  long  continuance.     God  used  it  to  assure  the 

^^Ifpfld  that  never  again  would  there  be  so  general  and  destructive  a 


tfaftfto 


And  God  spake  unto  Noah,  and 
s  sons  with  him,  saying, 

And  I,  behold,  I   establish    my 
ant  with  you,  and  with  your  seed 
ou  ;    . 

nd  with  every  living  creature 

with  you,  of  the  fowl,  of  the 

nd  of  every  beast  ot  the  earth 

from  all  that  go  out  of  the 

*y  beast  of  the  earth. 

I  will  establish  my  covenant 

neither  shall  all  flesh  be  cut 

e  by  the  waters  of  a  flood  ; 

there  any  more  be  a  flood 

e  earth. 

od  said,  This  is  the  token 

t  which  I  make  between 

d  every  living  creature 

u,  for  perpetual  genera- 


i 
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flood.     Such  use  is  in  accordance  with  his  plan.     Bread  and  win/ 
regarded  as  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  body,  were  appointed  V 
the  Saviour  to  symbolize  the  blessings  of  redeeming  love  so  necessfte 
to  the  soul.  It 

The  rainbow  in  the  cloud  reminds  of  a  mgst  awful  destructiifal- 
that  of  the  whole  human  family  except  eight  souls,  and  ot  sin  a  he 
cause  of  that  destruction.  It  was  because  u  the  earth  was  filleahere 
violence "  that  God  said,  *  I  will  destroy  them."  The  bow  him. 
assurance  of  freedom  from  all  such  temporal  visitations  in  the'of  the 
and  thus  an  encouragement  to  man  to  make  progress,  to  $1*8  law. 
energies,  and  also  a  promise  of  deliverance  from  greater  ev  at  per- 
only  are  true  to  him  who  has  made  with  us  an  everlasting  efforts  to 
11  redemption  through  his  blood,  the  forgiveness  of  sins  aor  blessing, 
the  riches  of  his  grace."  How  full  of  significance  is  this  to*  Abraham  • 
tells  us  that  a  a  throne  was  set  in  heaven  and  there  wa  fulfill  his 
round  about  the  throne."  Rev.  4 :  3.  hey  secured 

Psalms  82 ;  92 :  5-9 ;  46 :  1-5.  ie  send  upon 

SHORTER  catechism.  .  parents  have 

Ques.  83.     Are  all  transgressions  of  the  law  equally^    This  part 

Ans.     Some  sins  in  themselves,  and  by  reason  of  f    ,  .     !?  I1*?6 

tious,  are  more  heinous  in  the  sight  of  God  than  oth* 8  ]ate.r  th™  Wle      • 

°  was  given  there 

•  led.     This  is  one 

BE6I9BIHG  OF  THE  HEBREW  NATION.- Genesis  iaV***^n  ^he  re_ 
LESSON  V.— February  4.  ^ 

ran  ;  and  they  went  forth  to  go  infcx^ 
land  of  Canaan  ;  and  into  the  land 
Canaan  they  came. 

6.  And  Abram  passed  through  the 
land  unto  the  place  of  Sichem,  unto  the 
plain  of  Moreh.  And  the  Caaaanite 
was  then  in  the  land. 

7.  And  the  Lord  appeared  unto 
Abram,  and  said.  Unto  thy  seed  will  I 

thee,  and  curse  him  that  curseth  thee :  #™***  *«**  *  a?d  theie  boilded  he 

and  in  thee  shall  all  families  of  the  '  f™1^™'0  fche  Lord»  who  aPPeared 

earth  be  blessed.  :  u  t0  him# 

4.  So  Abram  departed,  as  the  Lord  8.  And  he  removed  from  thence  un- 
had  spoken  unto  him ;  and  Lot  went  ,  to  a  mountain  on  the  east  of  Bethel, 
with  him  :  and  Abram  was  seventy  ana  pitched  his  tent,  having  Bethel  on 
and  five  years  old  when  he  departed  i  the  west,  and  Hai  on  the  east :  and 
oat  of  Haran.  there  he   buiided  an   altar  unto  the 

5.  And  Abram  took  Sarai  his  wile,  **>«*!  and*  called  upon  the  name  of  the 
and  Lot  his  brother's  son,  and  all  their  ;  Lord. 

substance  that  they  had  gathered,  and  9.  And  Abram  journeyed,  going  on 

the  souls  that  they  had  gotten  in  Ha-  i  still  toward  the  south. 

Golden  Text  :  J  mil  bless  thee,  and  make  thy  name  great ;  and 
thou  shall  be  a  blessing. — Gen.  12:2. 

Abraham  had  already  left  Ur  of  the  Chaldees  and  was  in  Haran. 
The  time  had  come  to  separate  himself  with  his  household  from 
country  and  frieuds.  Entire  consecration  is  what  God  requires. 
He  leads  from  one  stage  to  another.  It  was  a  great  sacrifice  that  had 
to  be  made.     The  promise  is  sufficient  to  justify  the  sacrifice.    T\\* 


1.  Now  the  Lord  had  said  unto 
Abram,  Get  thee  out  of  thy  country, 
and  from  thy  kindred,  ana  from  thy 
father's  house,  unto  a  land  that  I  will 
shew  thee ; 

2.  And  I  will  make  of  thee  a  great 
nation,  and  I  will  bless  thee,  and  make 
thy  name  great ;  and  thou  shalt  be  a 
blessing  : 

3.  And  I  will  bless  them  that  bless 
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blessings  the  world  lias  received  from  the  descendants  of  Abraham 
tre  a  partial  fulfillment  of  the  promise.  Their  complete  fulfillment  is 
only  in  Christ.  Let  it  be  noticed  that  Abraham  was  seventy-five 
years  old  and  childless,  that  he  had  no  knowledge  whatever  of  the 
•country  to  which  he  was  going,  and  also  that  the  earthly  blessings 
promised  would  be  enjoyed  only  by  those  who  would  live  long  after 
b»  death.  "  He  had  regard  to  the  future. "  Heb.  11 :  10.  Who  dare 
question  the  belief  in  the  future  existence  on  the  part  of  these  Old 
Testament  worthies  in  the  light  of  such  conduct? 

The  contrast  between  Chaldea  and  Canaan  was  altogether  in  favor 
•of  the  former  as  a  place  of  abode.  There  were  no  cultivated  and 
well  watered  fields  in  the  latter,  none  of  the  results  of  culture  and 
•cultivation,  and  then  there  were  many  dangers.  "  The  Canaanite 
was  then  in  the  land."  Abraham  had  the  requisite  faith  to  believe 
and  to  obey. 

In  order  to  be  true  followers  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  much 
must  be  sacrificed.  Faith  is  ever  equal  to  the  demand  made  upon  it. 
Believing  obedience  always  secures  close  communion  with  God.  This 
in  turn  leads  to  more  careful  and  earnest  efforts  to  approach  into  his 
presence  in  the  exercises  of  his  worship.  The  Lord  frequently 
appeared  to  Abraham  to  encourage  him.  Abraham  was  always  care- 
ful to  build  his  altar  to  the  Lord. 

The  south  was  tlie  dry   region  on  the  way   towards  Egypt.     What 
a  pity  itig  tha'twe  will  expose  ourselves  to  temptation.     Abraham's 
exj^ftSnce  tells  the  common  story.     No  person  ever  does  so  without 
berfig  harmed. 
'    Psalms  105:  6-9;  105:  40-45;  72:  17-19. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  84.      What  doth  evei'y  sin  deserve  f 

Au8.  Every  sin  deserveth  God's  wrath  and  curse,  both  in  this 
life,  and  that  which  is  to  come. 


LESSON   VI— February    if. 

GOD'S  COVENANT  WIIH  ABRAM. -Genesis  17  : 1-9. 


1.  And  when  Abram  was  ninety 
years  old  and  nine,  the  Lord  appeared 
to  Abram,  and  said  unto  bim,  I  am  the 
Almighty  God  ;  walk  before  me,  and 
be  thou  perfect. 

2.  And  I  will  make  my  covenant  be- 
tween me  and  thee,  and  will  multiply 
thee  exceedingly. 

3.  And  Abram  fell  on  his  face  :  and 
God  talked  with  him,  saying, 

4.  As  for  me,  behold,  my  covenant 
is  with  thee,  and  thou  shalt  be  a  father 
of  many  nations. 

5.  Neither  shall  thy  name  any  more 
be  called  Abram,  but  thy  name  shall 
•be  Abraham  ;    for  a  father  of  many 

Mat/ons  have  I  made  thee. 


6.  And  I  will  make  thee  exceeding 
fruitful,  and  I  will  make  nations  of 
thee,  and  kings  shall  come  out  of  thee. 

7.  And  I  will  establish  my  covenant 
between  me  and  thee  and  thy  seed 
after  thee  in  their  generations,  for  an 
everlasting  covenant,  to  be  a  God  unto 
thee,  and  to  thy  seed  after  thee. 

8.  And  I  will  give  unto  thee,  and  to 
thy  seed  after  thee,  the  land  wherein 
thou  art  a  stranger,  all  the  land  of 
Canaan,  for  an  everlasting  possession  ; 
and  I  will  be  their  God. 

9.  And  God  said  unto  Abraham, 
Thou  shalt  keep  my  covenant  there- 
fore, thou,  and  thy  seed  after  thee,  in 
their  generations. 
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Golden  Text  :  He  believed  in  the  Lord-,  and  he  counted  it  to  him 
for  righteousness. — Gen.  15:6. 

Ishmael  was  now  about  thirteen  years  old.  Apparently  the  promise 
God  had  made  was  to  be  fulfilled  through  him.  God  said  no.  It 
required  strong  faith  to  believe  that  still  the  promise  would  be  ful- 
filled. "  The  Lord "  encouraged  Abraham.  Id  what  way  he 
appeared  to  him  we  are  not  told.  It  was  in  such  a  way  that  there 
could  be  no  doubt  as  to  who  the  person  was  that  talked  with  him. 
The  one  condition  with  which  was  connected  the  fulfillment  of  the 
promise  was  a  life  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  God's  law. 
Perfection  in  this  life  is  impossible,  but  it  is  our  duty  to  aim  at  per- 
fection. The  higher  our  aim  and  the  more  determined  our  efforts  to 
reach  it  the  more  certain  will  we  be  to  obtain  the  divine  blessing. 
The  chauge'of  name  from  Abram  "exalted  father,"  to  Abraham 
"father  of  a  multitude,"  was  a  sign  that  God  would  fulfill  his 
promise.  He  did.  So  far  as  Israel  walked  with  God  they  secured 
his  blessing.  Only  when  they  broke  their  covenant  did  he  send  upon 
them  sore  judgments.  What  greater  joy  can  believing  parents  have 
than  that  God  will  be  their  God  and  the  God  of  their  seed  ?  This  part 
of  the  promise  to  Abraham  can  be  appropriated  by  all  who  have 
Abraham's  faith.  It  was  not  until  four  hundred  years  later  that  the 
promise  contained  in  verse  8  was  fulfilled.  When  it  was  given  there 
appeared  but  little  likelihood  of  its  ever  being  fulfilled.  This  is  one 
of  the  passages  of  Scripture  urged  in  support  of  a  belief  in  the  re- 
possession of  Canaan  by  the  natural  descendants  of  Abraham. 

Psalms  44 :  1-6 ;  105  :  40-45 ;  78  :  5-8. 

SHORTER   CATECHISM. 

Que*.  85.  What  doth  God  require  of  us,  that  we  may  escape  his 
wrath  and  curse  due  to  us  for  sin  ? 

Ans.  To  escape  the  wrath  and  curse  of  God  due  to  us  for  sin, 
God  requireth  of  us  faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  repentance  unto  life,  with 
the  diligent  use  of  all  the  outward  means  whereby  Christ  commuui- 
cateth  to  us  the  benefits  of  redemption. 


LESSON   VII.— February  18. 

GOD'S  JUDGMENT  ON  SODOM.— Genesis  18: 22-33. 


22.  And  the  men  tamed  their  faces 
from  thence,  and  went  toward  Sodom : 
bat  Abraham  stood  yet  before  the 
Lord. 

23.  And  Abraham  drew  near,  and 
aid,  Wilt  thou  also  destroy  the  right- 
eous with  the  wicked  ? 

24.  Perad venture  there  be  fifty 
righteous  within  the  city  :  wilt  thou 
**>  destroy  and  not  spare  the  place  for 
the  fifty  righteous  that  are  therein  ? 

25.  That  be  far  from  thee  to  do  after 
this  manner,  to  slay  the  righteous  with 
the  wicked  ;  and  that  the  righteous 
dwuld  be  as  the  wicked,  that  be  far 


from  thee  :  Shall  not  the  Judge  of  all 
the  earth  do  right  ? 

26  And  the  Lord  said,  If  I  find  in 
Sodom  fifty  righteous  within  the  city, 
then  I  will  spare  all  the  place  for  their 
sakes. 

27.  And  Abram  answered  and  said, 
Behold  now,  I  have  taken  upon  me  to 
speak  unto  the  Lord,  which  am  but 
dust  and  ashes  : 

28.  Peradveuture   there    shall    lack 
five  of  the  fifty  righteous  :  wilt  thou 
destroy  all  the  city  for  lack  of  fWel 
And  he  said,  If  I  find  there  forty  and 

tive,  I  will  not  destroy  it. 
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29.  And  he  spake  unto  him  yet 
again,  and  said,  Peradventure  there 
snail  be  forty  found  there.  And  he 
said,  I  will  not  do  it  for  forty's  sake. 

80.  And  he  said  unto  him,  Oh  let 
not  the  Lord  be  angry,  and  I  will 
speak :  Peradventure  there  shall  thirty 
be  found  there.  And  he  said,  I  will 
not  destroy  it,  if  I  find  thirty  there. 

31.  And  he  said,  Behold  now,  I 
have  taken  upon  me  to  speak  unto  the 
Lord :    Peradventure   there   shall    be 


twenty  found  there.    And  he  said,  I 
will  not  do  it  for  twenty's  sake. 

82.  And  he  said.  Oh  let  not  the  Lord 
be  angry,  and  I  will  speak  yet  but  this 
once  :  Peradventure  ten  shall  be  found 
there.  And  he  said,  I  will  not  destroy 
it  for  ten's  sake. 

83.  And  the  Lord  went  his  way,  as 
soon  as  he  had  left  communing  with 
Abraham :  and  Abraham  returned  un- 
to his  place. 


Golden  Text:  That  be  far  from  thee  to  do  after  this  manner,  to 
slay  the  righteous  with  the  wicked;  and  that  the  righteous  should  be  as 
the  wicked,  that  be  far  from  thee :  Shall  not  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth 
do  right?— Gen.  18:  25. 

Abraham  was  a  hospitable  man.  These  three  strangers  were  treated 
only  as  many  others'had  been  before  by  the  patriarch.  The  injunc- 
tion in  Hebrews  13 :  2  ought  to  be  more  practiced  than  it  is. 
Abraham  had  become  now  aware  of  the  character  of  the  person  with 
whom  he  spoke,  and  of  his  mission.  The  uprightness  of  his  own 
character  explains  his  freedom  and  boldness.  He  intercedes  first  for 
the  righteous.  As  apparently  their  salvation  could  only  be  accom- 
plished by  the  averting  of  the  judgments  from  the  city,  he  intercedes, 
on  the  ground  of  justice,  for  all.  Abraham  is  right  in  his  statement 
of  the  principle,  but  wrong  in  its  application.  The  judge  of  all  the 
earth  will  do  right.  But  we  are  not  capable  of  deciding  always  as  to 
what  is  right. 

The  prayer  ( f  Abraham  shows  his  intense  earnestness.  There  is 
in  it  the  boldness  of  faith.  There  was  no  "bargaining"  in  it.  The 
Lord  was  "speaking"  with  him,  and  he  had  the  opportunity  of 
pleading  for  the  salvation  of  the  city  and  forgetful  of  everything 
else  he  availed  himself  of  it.  Doubtless  he  thought  there  were  cer- 
tainly ten  righteous  persons  in  Sodom,  and  that  he  had  gained  his 
object.  It  is  a  terrible  thing  for  a  man  to  make  worldly  gain  the 
chief  object.  Lot  found  this  out  to  his  sorrow.  Thousands  of 
families  have  been  ruined  in  this  very  way,  just  as  was  Lot's.  The 
claims  of  the  church  are  regarded  as  of  secondary  importance. 
Ruined  homes  tell  the  sad  consequences.  It  is  the  effectual,  fervent 
prayer  of  the  righteous  man  that  "  availeth."  "We  have  an  advo- 
cate with  the  Father,  Jesus  Christ  the  righteous." 

Psalms  11;   58:  10-11;    14. 

shorter  catechismv 

Ques.  86.      What  is  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  ? 

Am.  Faith  in  Jesus  Christ  is  a  saving  grace,  whereby  we  receive 
and  rest  upon   him  alone  for  salvation,  as   he  is  offered  to  us  in  the 
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Bt  Rev.  G.  D.  Trumbull,  September  12, 1893,  at  the  home  of  brides's  father, 
JLP.  Henaleigh,  Albert  8.  Teuscher,  of  Burlington,  and  Mias  Mart  R. 
Hrnsleiqh,  of  Morning  Sun,  Iowa. 

Bt  Rev.  S.  M.  Stevenson,  December  6, 1893,  at  the  home  of  the  bride's  mother, 
near  Iwacura,  Kansas,  Jasper  M.  Milligan  and  Miss  Marion  C.  Ritchie,  both 
of  Clay  county,  Kansas. 

Bt  Rev.  T.  P.  Robb,  December  14,  1893,  at  the  home  of  the  bride's  parents, 
Burlington,  Iowa,  J.  W.  Wright  and  Miss  Elizabeth  E.  Hawksworth. 

Bt  Rev.  T.  P.  Robb,  January  3,  1894,  at  the  home  of  the  bride's  mother,  Des 
Moines  county,  la.,  John  Martin,  of  Blanchard,  la.,  and  Miss  Agnes  J.  Gray. 

Bt  Rev.  C.  D.  Trumbull,  D.  D.,  assisted  by  Revs.  T.  P.  Robb  and  J.  B.  Jackson, 
January  4,  1894,  W.  A.  Cubit  and  Miss  M.  Emma  McElhinney,  all  of  Morning 
San,  Iowa. 
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FA  BENTS. 


-! 


lebert  Hugh  Meth 

eny  Reed 

Clara  Belle  Mathews 
few  Wooddde     " 
Mary  IaabelU      *' 

Eo  Erneat  Finley 

£u!i«"  Marion  Ingram .. 
M»rjr  Alice  u 

term*  Klizab'h  Dickey 
Eol-rta  Jennette) 

Marshall J 

William  Edmund  Hays 
Irrne  Elizabeth  Wylie. 

JoLd  Willw  Lynn- 

Catherine    Elizabeth  ) 

Littlejobn \ 

Chffurd     John     Dun  ) 

Hetheriogton S 

Flora  Jane  Mathews. . 

Toreat  Finley ~ 

iobert  Russell  Lynn... 

Ltti  May  Finley 

EIUIUt  Koyer 

Bewc  Margretta 

Marshall 

Willi*  Buth  Patterson. 
Ivbert    Knox    Bole ) 

C«aeron  Brooks  Reed- 
M*rr  Anna  Wilson..... 
tUchel  Roth  Holmes... 


Rer.  H.  W.  and  OliTe. 


WHBH  BOBN. 


Bobt.  and  Mattie 

Alex,  and 

G.  G.  and  Addle 

W.  H.  and  Mary 

Dr.  John  and  Sadie. 
William  and  Alice.. 
Johu  and  Anna 


WHIN 
BAPTISED. 


June  15,  *90 


OONOBBOA- 
TION. 


Youngs- 
town. 


Oct.  12,  '90.1  Old 
Sept.  14 '90.       Bethel. 
Mar.  22/  91. 


ii 


May  3,  '91... 


(i 
it 


John  and  Agnes 

Charles  and  Nancy J 

Rev.  J.  R.  and  Sarah-1 
Robt.  and  Sarah 


M 
II 

St.  Louis. 
ii 

i< 

Old 

Bethel. 


Rer.  Win.  &  Maggie. 


} 


Eva 

Robt.  and  Mattie 

W.  H.and  Mary 

Robt.  and  Sarah 

Wm.  S.  and  Emma  ... 
S.  H.  and  Al lie 

H.  0.  and  Hattio 

John  and  Lyda 

ReT.  B.  G.  and  M.  A. 


Aug.  '1,^91... 

Sept.  13,  '91 
Oct.  21,  91...  Chu.  Hill 
Nov.  1/91..    O.  Bethel. 
Lind 

Grove. 
Old 

Bethel. 


ii 


Thomas  and  Mary. 
Wm.  and  Rachel... 


May  2,  '92... 

May  28,  '92. 

Sept.  '92 ' 

Nov. '92 

Sept.  1,  '93.. 
<< 


ii 
ii 


Mar.  30,'91. 
Mar.  29/93. 


Nov.  4,  '93. 
June,  91.  .. 
May,  '93.  .. 


u 
II 
l< 

M 

«< 


M 

l( 

II 
<  t 
II 


MINISTER. 
* 


R.  C.  Reed. 


ii 

it 
i< 
ii 
«. 

<t 

<< 


ii 

•  i 

<< 
(I 

l< 

II 
II 
II 
II 
•  I 


'  R.  J.  George. 
James  Patton. 


ii 
ii 
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BITUARIES. 


The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  by  the  session  of  the  1st  Boston  con- 
gregation in  regard  to  the  death  of  their  pastor,  Rev.  Wm.  Graham  : 

Whereas,  God  in  his  mysterious  providence  has  removed  from  our  midst 
our  beloved  pastor  and  moderator  of  this  session, 

Rmhed,  1st.  That  we  as  a  session  place  on  our  records  our  testimony  to  his 
faithfulness  in  the  performance  of  duty  in  every  department  of  church  work, 
and  that  we  will  sadly  miss  his  wise, counsel  and  guidance  in  presiding  ovex  \>Y& 
•meetings  of  this  session. 


62  Obituaries.  [Febi 

2d.  We  would  also  place  on  record  our  testimony  to  his  fidelity  in  pastoral 
work.  Where  sickness  or  trouble  was,  he  was  ever  ready  to  visit  and  sympa- 
thize with  the  afflicted,  the  bereaved  and  the  sorrowing. 

3d.  We  as  a  session  would  also  place  on  record  our  testimony  to  his  zeal  and 
untiring  labors  in  behalf  of  the  congregatiou.  Its  welfare  and  prosperity  was 
his  constant  aim.  To  him,  under  God,  is  largely  due  the  substantial  building  in 
which  we  now  worship.  He  labored  in  season  and  out  of  season  in  its  behalf. 
Like  the  great  apostle  of  the  Gentiles  whatsoever  he  considered  a  duty  he  was 
not  slow  to  engage  in  with  all  his  might.  May  we  who  are  left  a  little  longer 
here,  in  the  Master's  service  manifest  the  same  spirit  of  zeal  and  diligence  for 
the  welfare  of  this  part  of  our  beloved  Zion. 

4th.  That  the  lesson  of  this  sore  and  unexpected  bereavement  to  us  as  a 
session  and  to  the  congregation  should  stir  us  up  to  put  forth  more  diligent  effort 
in  the  Redeemer's  service  than  we  have  ever  done  before,  seeing  our  time  of 
labor  here  will  soon  terminate.  May  we  be  admonished  by  this  solemn  warning 
of  divine  providence  to  do  with  our  might  whatever  our  hands  find  to  do,  for 
there  is  no  work  nor  device  nor  knowledge  nor  wisdom  in  the  grave  whither  we 
are  fast  hastening. 

5th.  That  we  deeply  sympathize  with  the  bereaved  family  in  their  affliction 
and  commend  them  to  the  care  of  a  covenant- keeping  God. 

6th.  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  magazines  of  the  church 
for  publication.  John  C.  Calderwood,  Clerk. 

Died,  at  Wyman,  Iowa,  June  17,  1893,  in  the  24th  year  of  her  age,  Nellie 
I.  Moore,  only  child  of  Mrs.  N.  E.  Moore.  Consumption  in  a  few  months  did 
its  deadly  work  ;  but  the  sufferer  had  early  given  herself  to  Christ,  and  was  able 
to  contemplate  her  approaching  end  without  terror  or  dismay.  Her  quiet,  unob- 
trusive Christian  life  gave  evidence  that  for  her  to  die  was  gain.  The  mother  in 
her  loneliness  is  comforted  with  the  thought  that  Nellie  has  gone  to  be  with 
Christ,  which  is  far  better.  The  esteem  in  which  the  deceased  was  held  is  ex- 
pressed by  the  appended  resolution  of  the  L.  M.  S.  of  Rehoboth,  Iowa,  of  which 
she  was  a  member : 

Resolved,  1.  That  we  hereby  express  our  deep  sorrow  at  the  loss  of  our  sister, 
and  bow  in  submission  to  our  heavenly  Father's  will,  feeling  that  our  loss  is  to 
our  dear  sister  infinite  gain. 

2.  That  in  recognition  of  her  Christian  character  and  exemplary  conduct,  we 
desire  to  bear  cheerful  testimony  that  we  realized  the  beauty  of  her  life  and  the 
stability  and  loving  trust  in  her  Saviour  during  her  sickness  and  death,  and  that 
she  had  the  ornament  of  a  meek  and  quiet  spirit,  which  in  the  sight  of  God  is 
of  great  price. 

3.  That  in  God's  calling  home  in  her  early  womanhood  one  who  gave  promise 
of  a  life  of  usefulness,  we  feel  ourselves  admonished  of  the  uncertainty  of  life 
and  of  the  great  need  on  the  part  even  of  the  youngest  to  prapare  for  death  and 
eternity,  and  called  to  greater  diligence  in  the  Master's  service. 

4.  That  we  remember  in  loving  sympathy  the  bereaved  mother,  praying  that 
the  God  of  all  consolation  may  speak  peace  to  her  heart  in  this  hour  of  darkness 
and  sorrow,  comforting  her  with  the  hope  of  reunion  with  her  loved  one  in  that 
better  land  where  there  will  be  no  parting  and  where  sorrow  and  sighing  shall 
flee  away. 

5.  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  given  to  the  bereaved  mother,  and  also 
for  publication  to  the  magazines  of  the  church.    Jennie  Carson,   ") 

Lizzie  Graham,   [>  Committee, 
Tillie  Martin,   J 

Whereas,  On  the  4th  of  August,  1893,  God  was  pleased  to  remove  by 
death  our  senior  member  and  brother,  James  Watt,  who  was  installed  in  1874. 

Resolved,  1st.  That  we  recognize  the  hand  of  God  in  this  sad  providence,  and 
humbly  submit,  knowing  that  he  doeth  all  things  well. 

2d.  That  we  record  with  pleasure  his  devotion  to  duty,  his  Christian  life  and 
hopeful  death. 

3d.  That  we  would  hear  and  heed  the  call,  "  Be  ye  ready  also  for  the  Son  of 
man  cometh." 

Resolutions  of  Princeton  session.  J.  E.  Carithers,  Clerk. 
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Report  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Sabbath  School  of  Seattle,  Wash.,  on  the- 
desth  of  John  Cook  :  God  in  his  providence  has  taken  away  our  beloved  brother 
and  teacher,  John  Cook,  who  was  accidentally  drowued  in  Lake  Union  while  at 
work  on  Thursday,  May  11,  1803.  John  wasa  consistent  member  of  the  church 
in  every  way,  and  although  a  young  man  of  only  twenty-one  years  of  age.  his- 
life  was  an  example  for  us  to  follow.  He  was  a  teacher  in  the  Sabbath  School 
tod  had  a  class  of  bright  boys  most  of  whom  were  mission  scholars.  We,  as  a 
Sabbath  School,  feel  that  God  has  spoken  to  us  by  this  startling  providence. 
We  are  called  upon  to  consider  how  frail  we  are.  <  )h,  then  let  us  be  prepared 
for  death.  We  hear  in  this  removal  the  voice  of  our  Master  calling  us  to  be- 
more  diligent  and  faithful  in  his  service.  We  hereby  tender  our  heartfelt  sym- 
pathies to  the  bereaved  family  and  point  them  to  Jesus  Christ,  the  compassion- 
we  Saviour.  Mrs.  Maggie  Hemphill,  } 

M.  M.  Hkn8liegh,  >  Committee. 

James  G.  Love,  J 

Or  Sabbath  morning,  July  1,  1893,  Bertha  Mat  Stewart  entered  into  rest, 
iged  sixteen.  She  was  the" oldest  daughter  of  John  A.  Stewart,  the  oldest  of 
four,  who  were  left  to  mourn  the  death  of  a  loving  mother  when  quite  young. 
Her  illness  was  of  long  duration,  but  she  was  never  heard  to  complain.  When 
thirteen  years  of  age  she  united  with  the  Central  Allegheny  Reformed  Presby- 
terian church.  She  was  present  at  the  communion  in  April  last.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  Sabbath  she  came  to  the  church,  but  finding  that  her  father  on 
account  of  ill  health  could  cot  be  present,  and  that  she  would  have  to  go  by  her- 
telf  to  the  Lord '8  table,  she  left  the  building  and  with  a  heavy  heart  started 
down  street  for  home.  Something,  she  said,  prompted  her  to  turn  back.  She 
yielded  to  the  impulse  and  partook  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  She  afterwards  ex- 
pressed herself  as  very  thankful  that  she  did,  as  it  was  the  last  opportunity  she 
lad  of  so  doing  on  earth.  No  one  that  knew  Birdie  questioned  that  her  faith 
vis  in  her  Saviour,  and  for  her  to  depart  was  to  be  with  Christ. 

Mr.  Alexander  McKensie  died  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  August  28,  1898,  aged 
79  years.  He  was  born  at  Fortrose,  Inverness,  Scotland,  and  was  reared  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  Here  he  spent  nearly  his  whole  life  as  a  stone  carver. 
Having  retired  from  business  he  came,  in  1887,  to  Hamilton,  Ontario,  and  in  1889 
to  Kansas  City  to  spend  the  residue  of  his  lite  with  his  children.  He  at  once 
connected  with  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  but,  in  November,  1891,  with  his 
married  daughter,  Mrs.  Monroe,  and  her  family,  acceded  to  the  Covenanter 
Church.  He  was  a  Scotch  Highlander,  and  could  scarcely  speak  our  language. 
In  our  prayermeeting  he  prayed  in  his  native  tongue,  the  Gaelic,  and  we  are 
satisfied  the  Lord  understood  him.  He  regularly  attended  all  the  public  and 
social  meetings  until  a  few  weeks  before  his  death.  His  chair  in  front  of  the 
pulpit  is  vacant,  but  he  has  been  invited  up  higher.  He  was  a  most  pious,  peace- 
ful and  sincere  Christian,  and  his  death  is  precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord. 

W.  M.  G. 

Elder  W.  P.  Clarke  died  in  New  York  on  December  4th,  1893.  He  was 
bom  in  County  Monaghan,  Ireland,  February  21,  1885.  In  1857  he  came  to 
New  York,  where  he  united  with  the  Second  congregation,  serving  for  some 
years  as  a  deacon.  In  1870  he  removed  to  Mansfield,  Ohio,  in  which  he  served 
u&n  elder  from  the  organization  of  the  congregation  till  his  death.  To  him  the 
church  is  largely  indebted  for  the  organization  of  a  Covenanter  congregation  in 
that  city.  To  it  he  gave  his  energies  and  his  means.  Mr.  Clarke  will  be  greatly 
missed  by  the  Mansfield  congregation  as  well  as  by  the  whole  church.  He  loved 
the  church  and  firmly  believed  in  her  principles.  His  death  took  place  in  New 
York,  where  he  had  gone  for  medical  treatment.  His  remains  were  laid  to  rest 
in  the  Mansfield  cemetery.  Mr.  Clark  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  O'Neill  on 
the  12th  of  September,  1861. 

The  call  of  the  Master  to  his  servant  to  depart  from  this  world,  came  in  a 
sodden  and  awful  manner  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Muldkagh,  of  Southfield  congre- 
gation. On  July  5, 1893,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Muldragh  had  just  left  their  home  to  attend 
prayermeeting,  when  their  horse  became  frightened  and  rau,  making  v'voWA 
•fforts  to  break   loose.    Both   were  thrown  from  the   conveyance.    ^iw^iVvxY 
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dragb  was  almost  instantly  killed.  Mr.  Muldragh  was  uninjured.  Mrs.  Mul- 
dragh  was  from  her  early  youth  a  much  respected  and  esteemed  member  of  the, 
church,  an  example  of  diligence  and  carefulness,  and  cheerful  hospitality.  She 
was  an  affectionate  and  faithful  wife  and  a  devoted  mother.  To  her  bereaved 
husband  and  daughter  and  many  friends  her  memory  is  very  precious. 

J.  McC. 

Matt ie  J.  Hbnslkigh  was  born  May  1,  1866,  passed  to  her  reward  April  1, 
1898.  She  was  early  under  religious  impressions.  When  only  a  little  girl  she  wat 
deeply  interested  in  the  communion  occasions  she  witnessed,  and  looked  for- 
ward with  great  anxiety  to  the  time  when  she  would  be  privileged  with  a  seat  at 
the  Lord's  table.  At  an  early  age  she  had  read  the  standards  of  the  church, 
and  made  an  intelligent  and  affectionate  consecration  of  her  life  to  the  Master  in 
the  congregation  of  Sharon.  Her  affliction  was  long  and  severe,  but  she  never 
murmured.  In  her  sufferings  she  delighted  to  hear  us  sing  the  Psalms  and 
read.  She  did  not  die — only  passed  over — went  to  be  with  Christ,  which  is  far 
better.  Com. 

Thb  W.  M.  S.  of  the  Topeka  congregation  desire  to  testify  to  their  apprecia- 
tion of  one  who  was  of  their  number  till  within  a  few  months  of  her  death,  the 
late  Mrs.  Mart  B.  Wallace,  widow  of  the  late  Rev.  James  Wallace.  -  She  wai 
seldom  absent  from  the  missionary  meeting,  and  always  interested  in  its  work. 
This  she  manifested  in  a  substantial  way,  by  contributing  largely  for  one  of  her 
means.  She  was  a  constant  attendant  in  the  house  of  God.  Her  seat  was  never 
vacant  on  the  Sabbath  nor  in  the  prayer-meeting  unless  detained  by  sickness, 
which  seldom  occurred.  She  often  said,  "I  love  the  house  of  God  ;  I  love  the 
prayer-meeting,"  and  she  manifested  this  love  by  being  always  present  and  by 
giving  largely  of  her  means  for  the  support  of  the  ordinances. 

Resolutions  were  passed  by  the  L.  M.  S.  of  Slippery  Rock  congregation  on 
the  death  of  Mrs.  Sarah   Stewart,  who  died  August  ti,  1893.     They  say : 

We  as  a  society  tender  our  heartfelt  sympathy  to  her  bereaved  daughters  who 
had  to  part  with  a  loving  mother.  We  would  entreat  for  them  the  blessingof  a 
covenant-keeping  God  who  is  touched  with  a  feeling  of  our  infirmities.  Whili 
we  mourn  with  them,  yet  we  also  rejoice  that  her  quiet  Christian  life  and 
triumphant  death  gives  evidence  that  death  to  her  was  entrance  into  eternal 

bliss  at  God's  right  hand.  Mrs.  A.  F.  Kennedy,  )  ~ ,4SMM 

Ella  Wylie,  )  CommUm 

Miss  Eliza  J.  Keys  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  November  29, 1834,  and  died 
in  North  wood,  Ohio,  December  7,  1892.  She  came  to  Logan  county  with  hei 
parents  in  the  fall  of  1887,  where  she  resided  till  her  death.  The  message  came 
suddenly  and  unlooked  for.  In  the  vigor  of  health,  she  with  others  of  the  fam* 
ily,  attended  prayermeeting.  On  the  way  home  the  team  became  unmanageablf 
and  ran  off.  Eliza  only  was  seriously  hurt  and  she  died  in  four  hours.  "Twc 
women  shall  be  grinding  at  the  mill  ;  the  one  shall  be  taken  and  the  other  left." 
She  was  prepared  and  is  not,  for  God  has  taken  her.  Com. 

Resolutions  were  passed  by  the  Sabbath  School  of  Southfield  congregation, 
Mich.,  on  the  death  of  two  of  the  teachers,  Wm.  McDonald  in  December. 
1891,  and  again  in  April  1893,  James  A.  McKinney,  brothers  beloved  and 
faithful.  The  committee  preparing  the  resolutions  were  A.  M.  Cannon,  Mra 
J.  McCracken,  Andrew  Muldrough  and  Mame  Cannon. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Ewing,  aged  84,  widow  of  George  Ewing,  and  a  member  oi 
the  Allegheny  congregation,  died  at  her  home  in  Allegheny,  Pa.,  NovembeJ 
11,  1893.  The  deceased  was  an  example  to  all  in  her  contented  Christian  spirit 
and  her  abiding  confidence  in  the  promises  of  her  Saviour.  Her  hope  was  stead* 
fast  even  to  the  end. 

Mrs.  R.  McIsaac,  wife  of  elder  Robert  McIsaac,  of  Marchand,  Pa.,  and  mothei 
of  Rev.  R.  J.  McIsaac,  of  Selma,  and  J.  B.  McIsaac,  student  of  theology,  died 
December  29,  1893,  after  a  short  illness. 

William  Russell,  of  Long  Prairie,  Minn.,  departed  this  life  May  6,  188ft 
He  was  born  in  1811  and  was  a  member  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church, 
over  sixty  years. 
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Original. 

THE    REFORMED    PRESBYTERIAN    CHURCH. 

ORIGIN. 

It  claims  to  be  the  lineal  descendant  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  the 
Church  of  the  Reformation,  whose  organic  existence  dates  from  the 
■Beting  of  the  First  General  Assembly  in  1560. 

NAMES. 

These  contain  a  resume  of  its  history.  Unformed,  i.  e.,  from  the 
corruptions  of  popery:  Presbyterian,  i.  e.,  in  its  form  of  govern- 
ment and  for  the  establishment  of  which  there  was  a  long 
tod  terrible  struggle:  Covenanter,  because  of  the  frequency  with 
which  covenants  were  entered  into  and  with  special  reference  to  the 
Httional  Covenant  taken  in  1581,  and  renewed  in  the  Grey  friars 
Churchyard  in  Edinburgh  in  1638,  and  the  Solemn  League  and 
Oorenant  subscribed  in  1643:  Cameronians,  from  Richard  Cam- 
OOd,  one  of  the  most  pious  and  uncompromising  of  the  Scottish 
Jteformers,  killed  at  the  skirmish  of  Ayrsmoss  in  H>80 :  Society 
[People,  because  of  their  fellowship. meetings  and  especially,  as,  in 
;4b  way,  the  church  maintained  its  existence  at  one  period  of  its 
wtory  for  sixteen  years,  when  without  a  minister  :  /////  Folk  and 
Mountain  Men,  from  being  compelled  to  make  their  homes  in  the 
fountains  on  account  of  the  fierce  persecution  to  which  they  were 
Htriected :  Anti- Government  Men,  a  misnomer,  owing  to  a  inis- 
QderstandiDg  of  their  position  with  reference  to  civil  government: 
Old  Side,  or  Synod,  in  order  to  distinguish  it  from  another  branch 
|tf  the  church,  (New  Side  or  General  Synod),  occasioned  by  a 
fitiaion  of  the  body  in  this  country  in  18'v3,  owing  to  a  difference 
tif  opinion  with  reference  to  the  application  of  the  testimony  to 
fa  question  of  civil  government. 

5 
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CREED. 

The  Bible  is  the  supreme  standard  in  all  matters  relating  to  faith 
and  practice.  In  the  Subordinate  Standards,  The  Confession  of 
Faith  and  Testimony,  is  contained  a  summary  of  its  teachings. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  doctrines  there  presented,  as  taught 
in  the  Scripture : 

There  is  but  one  God,  (I.  Cor.  8 :  6),  although  three  persons,  the 
Father,  the  Son  and  the  Holy  Ghost.  (I.  John  5 :  7,  Matt.  3  :  16, 17.) 
He  is  the  absolute  Sovereign.  Everything  that  takes  place,  even 
the  smallest,  (Matt.  10 :  29,  30),  is  in  accordance  with  his  plan, 
(Prov.  16  :  33;  Eph.  1:11),  and  yet  man  is  a  free  agent,  (Acts  2 :  23.) 

Man  is  a  sinner  needing  salvation,  and  yet  wholly  unable  himself 
to  obtain  it.  (Rom.  3:  10-12.)  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  although 
God,  is  yet  man.  (Rom.  9:5;  I.  Tim.  2:  5.)  He  died  to  save  us 
from  our  sins.  (I.  Cor.  15 :  3  ;  I.  Thess.  5  :  10.)  He  is  the  only  but 
all  sufficient  Saviour.  (Acts  4:  12.)  All,  be  they  who  or  what 
they  may,  are  assured  of  salvation  if  they  seek  it  through  him, 
(Heb.  7  :  25  ;  I.  Tim.  2 : 4),  and,  without  the  aid  of  preacher  or  priest, 
of  an  acceptable  approach  through  him  into  the  very  presence  of  God. 
(Heb.  10 :  19-22.)  Jesus  Christ  is  now  in  heaven  interceding  for 
us  before  the  Father,  (Heb.  9  :  24),  and  as  the  universal  Governor, 
administering  all  the  affairs  of  the  universe.  (Eph.  1 :  20-22,  Phil.  2 : 
9-11.) 

It  is  the  Holy  Spirit  that  so  works  in  the  heart  as  to  enable  us 
to  accept  of  Christ.  (John  3:5;  16  :  7-11.)  By  the  truth  he  works. 
(John  8 :  32  ;  16  :  13-15.)  The  truth  necessary  to  the  saving  of  the 
soul  is  contained  in  the  Bible.  It  is  the  only  perfect  guide,  and 
should  be  read  and  studied  by  all.  (Matt.  4:4;  Rom.  15:4;  II. 
Tim.  3  :  15,  16.)  The  church  is  simply  the  family  of  God's  people. 
(I.  Cor.  1:2;  Ephes.  3  :  15.)  Every  one  who  believes  on  Christ 
belongs  to  it.  (Acts  2 :  47 ;  16:31.)  The  church  is  not  without 
an  organization.  To  it  Christ  as  its  head  gives  ]>ower,  laws  and 
officers.  (Matt.  18  :  17-20  ;  Ephes.  4,  8  :  11-16.)  All  who  accept  him 
as  their  Saviour  should  unite  with  it.  (Matt.  10:  32.)  Neglect  or 
refusal  to  do  so  is  a  very  bad  sign,  and  is  sure  in  some  way  to  bring 
with  it  marks  of  the  divine  displeasure.  (Matt.  10:  33.)  The 
children  of  professing  parents  are  by  birth  members  of  the  church, 
(Acts  2 :  39;  I.  Cor.  7  :  14),  just  as  they  are  by  birth  members  of 
the  nation.  In  both  cases  the  privileges  of  birthright  may  be  for- 
feited. (Heb.  3:  12-19;  12:16,  17.)  Children  should  be  early 
taught  the  relation  they  sustain  to  the  church  and  the  duty  that 
results  from  it.  (II.  Tim.  1:5;  3:  15.) 

The  preaching  of  the  word  is  the  great  means  for  converting 
souls.  (Rom.  10:  14;  I.  Cor.  1  :  17,  21.)  To  neglect  this  means  of 
grace  is  to  imperil  the  soul's  welfare.  (Heb.  2:3;  10 :  28,  29.)  The 
blessing  does  not  depend  on  the  man  who  delivers  the  message, 
though  God  will  honor  most  those  who  are  most  devoted  to  him. 
(Phil.  1  :  15-18;  II.  Tim.  2:  15.) 
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By  signs  and  seals,  called  sacraments,  Christ  and  the  benefits  of 
his  death  are  represented  and  conveyed  to  believers.  One  of  these 
is  baptism.  (Matt.  28  :  19.)  Water  is  used  in  it,  (Acts  8  :  36-38), 
and  represents  Christ's  blood.  Applied  to  the  body  the  water 
removes  defilement.  Applied  to  the  soul  by  the  Holy  Ghost  the 
blood  removes  the  guilt  and  stain  of  sin.  (Titus  3:  5.)  Unless 
we  believe  on  Christ  and  have  faith  in  the  sign  and  seal  we  cannot 
get  the  blessing.  (Mark  16  :  16.)  In  the  Old  Testament  times  pro- 
vision was  made  for  the  children  in  the  saorament  of  circumcision. 
(Gen.  17:  10.)  In  New  Testament  times  provision  is  made  for  the 
children  in  the  sacrament  of  baptism.  (I.  Cor.  7  :  14  ;  Col.  2:11, 
12;  Gal.  3 :  14.)  Little  children  are  not  able  to  exercise  faith; 
the  parents  can.  (Luke  18 :  15.)  Just  as  when  in  a  time  of  sickness 
believing  parents  bring  to  God  in  prayer  the  little  child,  so,  in  faith, 
believing  parents  present  to  God  their  little  ones  in  baptism. 

The  Lord's  Supper  is  for  those  who  have  by  their  own  act  ac- 
cepted Christ.  (I.  Cor.  1 1 :  28.)  Bread  represents  his  body,  and 
wine  his  blood.  (I.  Cor.  11 :  24,  25.)  Here  too,  faith  in  Christ  and 
in  his  ordinance  is  necessary.  (I.  Cor.  2 :  14;  10:  16,  17  ;  11 :  29.) 
Whenever  this  is  in  exercise  the  partaker  feeds  on  Christ.  (I.  Cor. 
s10: 16.) 

The  life  of  a  professor  of  the  religion  of  Christ  ought  to  corre- 
spond with  the  profession.  (Matt.  7  :  16-20.)  It  is  by  what  we  are 
tnd  not  what  we  claim  to  be,  the  world  judges.  (Matt.  5:  16  ;  I. 
Tim.  3:  7.) 

DISTINCTIVE   PRINCIPLES. 

Christ? s  kingly  office.  Special  importance  is  attached  to  this.  He  is 
areal  king,  (1. 1  im.  6 :  15  ;  Rev.  17 :  14),  not  king  in  a  Pickwickian 
sense.  Nations,  as  well  as  individuals,  are  his  subjects  and  should 
acknowledge  his  authority,  (Ps.  2:  10,  11).  Refusal  to  do  so  con- 
futes rebellion,  (Ps.  2  :  12).  Hence,  Reformed  Presbyterians  de- 
cline to  hold  office  or  exercise  the  right  of  suffrage  under  any 
government  that  does  not  clearly  own  Christ  as  king  and  his  law  as 
Npreme. 

Praise.  The  Psalms  alone  $re  used  in  praise,  because  in  the 
Bible  is  found  a  collection  of  sacred  songs,  free  from  all  error, 
idmirably  suited  to  the  purpose,  and  upon  which  alone  all  Chris- 
tians can  unite  in  this  service. 

Secret  Societies.  Membership  in  these,  is  not  allowed,  fur  the 
Kasons  that  no  one  has  the  right  to  promise  not  to  reveal  secrets  of 
the character  of  which  he  has  no  knowledge  ;  because  history  con- 
firms the  teachings  of  Scripture  as  to  what  are  likely  to  be  the 
Works  of  such  associations,  (Eph.  5:  11, 12);  because  they  are  contrary 
to  the  example  of  Christ,  (John  18:20],  arid  to  the  spirit  of 
)M  Christianity,  (Matt.  5  :  16) ;  frequently  dishonor  the  Saviour  by  pur- 
zt|  P08^  omitting  all  reference  to  him  in  their  prayers,  &c,  (Acts  4: 

12),  and  not  seldom  antagonize  the  church. 
Communion.     Only  members  in   regular  standing  are  allowed  to 
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come  to  the  Lord's  table;  not  because  others  are  not  recognizee 
the  Lord's  people,  but  because  union,  oneness  in  belief  and  pract 
and  communion  are  closely  connected  ;  only  over  their  own  me 
bers  can  ecclesiastical  courts  exercise  authority,  and  unrestric 
communion  tends  to  destroy  discipline  and  break  down  the  disti 
tions  not  merely  between  denominations  but  also  between 
church  and  the  world. 

GOVERNMENT. 

This  is  Presbyterian.  There  are  but  the  two  officers,  eld< 
(Acts  14:  23)  and  deacons,  (Acts  6:  1-4;  I.  Tim.  3:  8.)  Of 
former  there  are  those  who  rule  and  those  who,  in  addition,  tea 
(I.  Tim.  5  :  17.)  In  church  courts  the  elder  and  the  minister  are 
an  equality. 

CATHOLICITY. 

Distinctive  principles  do  not  prevent  the  recognition  as  brethi 
of  all  Christ-lovers,  and  co-operation  with  them  in  good  wo 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Churches  have  always  been  open  to 
advocacy  of  reform.  Every  one  who  is  trying  to  help  his  fellc 
men  or  who  is  waging  a  warfare  against  sin  is  sure  of  the  act 
support  of  Covenanters,  so  far  as  it  can  consistently  be  giv 
They  believe  there  is  a  spiritual  union  between  Christ's  peo 
which  cannot  be  confined  within  denominational  limits,  which  m 
find  expression  now  in  some  form  and  which  will  ultimately  res 
in  organic  union. 

LIBERTY. 

In  the  assent  given  to  its  statement  of  belief  and  promise  of  si 
mission  to  its  authority,  the  church  allows  a  reasonable  degree 
freedom.  There  is  no  attempt  made  to  interfere  with  the  exercise 
private  judgment  by  any  one.  If,  however,  a  fundamental  po 
tion  is  assailed  by  members,  there  is  likely  to  be  trouble.  •  There  i 
few  if  any  denominations  whose  ministers  are  allowed  a  wi< 
range  in  the  selection  of  subjects  or  greater  freedom  in  their  d 
cussion. 

AIM. 

The  object  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  is  to  bring  tl 
world  into  subjection  to  Jesus  Christ.  Although  numbering  1< 
than  ten  thousand  members,  its  contributions  for  church  and  m 
sion  purposes  amounted  last  year  to  $406,000,  averaging  per  mei 
ber  $41.15.  It  supports  a  mission  in  California  among  the  Chine 
one  in  the  Indian  Territory  among  the  Indians,  one  in  Alabai 
among  the  colored  people,  several  in  the  home  field,  and  foreij 
missions  in  Asia  Minor,  Syria  and  the  Island  of  Cyprus.  In  ad< 
tion,  its  entire  membership  is  laboring  to  bring  this  government  in 
complete  harmony  with  the  teachings  of  Christ.  It  is  possit 
they  may  be  mistaken  in  their  views  of  truth  and  duty.  If  so, 
is  the  result  of  an  intense  desire  to  honor  him  whom  they  recogni: 
as  their  Saviour  and  King,  and  the  Saviour  and  King  of  the  worl 
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MAN'S    FALL    AND    ITS    SAD    CONSEQUENCES. 


BY  THE  LATE  REV.  JOSEPH  HUNTER. 


(Concluded  from  page  42.) 
II L     The  effects  of  the  fall. 

1.  The  guilt  of  Adam's  first  sin.     Rom.  5:  18,  19,   "By  one 

man's  disobedience  many    were   made   sinners."       The   guilt   of 

Adam's   first  sin   was  covenant  violation  with   God.     Being  the 

representative  of  his  posterity   his  guilt  was  imputed  to  them  as 

their  legal  inheritance ;  "  for  death  reigned  from  Adam   to  Moses 

even  over  them  that  had  not  sinned  after  the  similitude  of  Adam's 

transgression."     Daily  occurrences  clearly  teach  that  this  estate  is 

entailed.     We  are  made  liable  to  pain   and   punishment  derived 

from  our  common   connection    with    Adam  as  our   federal   head. 

Rom.  5 :  18,  "  By  the  offence  of  one  judgment  came  on  all  men  to 

condemnation." 

2.  The  want  of  original  righteousness.  Rom.  3:  10,  "There 
is  none  righteous,  no  not  one."  By  the  want  of  original  righteous- 
ness we  are  divested  of  that  rectitude  and  purity  of  nature  which 
Adam  had  at  his  creation.  That  all  mankind  are  destitute  of  it 
is  evident  from  express  testimony,  "  for  there  is  none  righteous, 
no  not  one,"  "  and  by  the  deeds  of  the  law  shall  no  flesh  be  justi- 
fied "  in  his  sight.  We  are  all  in  a  spiritual  sense  dead  born. 
The  stream  of  earthly  enjoyment  has  been  poisoned  in  the  very 
fountain.  Seeds  have  been  sown  which  bring  forth  misery  ;  the 
mind  has  got  a  bias  to  evil,  and  is  as  much  disposed  now  to  forsake 
God  as  it  was  originally  to  follow  him.  "  Man  is  prone  to  evil  as 
the  sparks  are  to  fly  upward." 

8  The  corruption  of  the  whole  nature.  P3alm  51  :  5,  "  Be- 
hold I  was  shapen  in  iniquity  and  in  sin  did  my  mother  conceive 
me."  Adam's  sin  corrupted  our  nature  and  leavened  the  whole 
lump  of  mankind.  Who  "can  bring  a  clean  thing  out  of  an  un- 
clean? "  God,  when  he  made  man,  made  him  in  his  own  image,  in 
knowledge,  righteousness  and  holiness;  but  Adam  begat  a  son  in 
his  own  image,  i.  e.,  sinful  Adam  begat  a  sinful  son  ;  he  could  do 
nothing  else,  for  in  him  was  no  soundness  at  all.  The  fountain  is 
bitter,  and  the  streams  are  necessarily  corrupt,  subjecting  the  whole 
human  family  to  all  the  miseries  of  this  life,  to  death  itself  and  to 
tne  Dains  of  hell  forever. 

4.  Actual  transgressions.  Matt.  15:  19,  u  For  out  of  the 
heart  proceed  evil  thoughts,  murders,  adulteries,  fornications,  thefts, 
false  witnesses,  blasphemies."  Every  deviation  from  the  law  of 
God  in  our  actions,  whether  external  or  internal,  shows  that  the 
law  is  broken,  man  is  fallen  and  God  is  angry.  All  our  sins  of 
whatsoever  kind,  may  be  traced  back  to  original  sin,  as  impure 
streams  to  a  corrupt  fountain. 

5.     Want  of  ability  to  recover  himself.     John  (j  :  44,  "  No  man 
can  come  to  me  except  the  Father   which  has  sent   me  draw  him." 
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"By  the  deeds  of  the  law  no  flesh  shall  be  justified."  The  uncon- 
verted man  is  in  a  deep  pit  out  of  which  he  must  either  help  him- 
self or  improve  the  assistance  offered*  him  by  others;  himself  he 
cannot  save,  having  no  power.  "  For  when  we  were  without 
strength  in  due  time  Christ  died  for  the  ungodly."  The  assistance 
of  others  he  cannot  accept.  "No  man  can  come  unto  me  except 
the  Father  which  has  sent  me  draw  him."  "  A  leopard  can  as 
easily  change  his  spots  or  an  Ethiopian  his  skin  as  an  unregenerate 
man  can  learn  to  do  well."  He  is  dead  in  sin,  and  can  no  more 
rise  than  a  dead  body  can  burst  the  tomb.  He  is  not  only  unable; 
but  there  is  a  natural  enmity  and  obstinacy  in  his  will.  These 
difficulties  can  only  be  removed  by  grace  implanted  in  the  heart 
A  child  is  not  active  in  its  own  generation.  So  a  sinner  can  only 
be  passive  in  regeneration.  God  only  can  do  it  by  his  grace;  he  is 
dead  and  must  be  quickened  and  raised  out  of  his  grave ;  none  can 
do  this  but  God.  He  by  his  quickening  Spirit  and  the  atoning 
blood  of  his  Son,  works  out  for  him  an  everlasting  salvation. 

Application  :  1.  Let  us  admire  the  goodness  of  God  as  manifested 
in  the  creation  of  man.  God  made  man  in  his  own  image  and  in 
his  own  likeness,  making  him  universal  lord  of  all.  He  placed 
him  in  Eden,  a  place  eminent  for  pleasantness,  the  very  garden  of 
delight.  There  man  wanted  nothing  that  this  earth  could  yield. 
But  let  us  contemplate  man  in  his  renewed  state,  when  the  work  of 
the  cruel  spoiler  will  be  laid  waste,  when  he  will  be  clothed  in 
garments  of  immortality,  and  put  on  the  new  man  which  is  re- 
newed in  knowledge  after  the  image  of  him  who  created  him,  and 
be  no  more  mutable,  but  be  prepared  to  enter  on  the  enjoyment  of 
the  glorious  inheritance,  unclouded  and  unfading,  reserved  in  heaven. 

2.  Let  us  contemplate  with  sorrow  his  fallen  state.     Could  we 
but  weep  if  we  saw  our  country  ruined  and  turned  into  a  wilder- 
ness, and  our  fat  land  to  barrenness,  our  houses  on  fire  and  our    ; 
households  perishing  in  the  flumes;  but  all  this  comes  far  short  of 
the  dismal  sight  of  man  fallen  as  a  star  from  heaven.     We  may  now    i 
say,  "  0,  that  we  were  as  in  the  days  past."     Happy  wast  thou,  O  \ 
man  ;  who  was  like  thee?     No  pain  nor  sickness  could  affect  thee, 
till  the  bitter  fruits  were  eaten  from  that  forbidden  tree.     Heaven 
shone  and  earth  smiled  upon  thee ;  thou   wast  the  companion  of 
angels  and  envy  of  devils.    But  now,  how  art  thou  fallen  who  wast 
created  for  dominion  and  made  lord  of  the  world  ! 

3.  Let  us  mourn  over  the  corruptions  of  our  nature.  Who  can 
but  lament  over  the  shameless  and  brutal  practices  to  which  we  are 
addicted?  Though  carnal  sins  and  affections  may  be  looked  on  as 
a  trifling  matter  by  some  arid  laughed  at  by  others  as  being  alto-*; 
gether  harmless  ;  yet  let  them  know  that  whoremongers  and 
adulterers  God  will  judge.  0,  let  us  .search  out  the  corruptions  of  j 
our  own  hearts,  for  until  this  is  done  there  is  no  hope.  O,  unre-  £ 
generate  man,  thou  art  in  a  most  miserable  condition  by  nature,  and  . ; 
of  thyself  canst  do  nothing,  and  without  help  must  forever  perish* 
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4.  And  finally.  Let  us  rejoice  in  knowing  that  there  is  a  way 
of  recovery  for  fallen  man  through  the  atonement  and  intercession 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Let  us  look  to  Jesus  Christ,  the  second 
Adam,  and  enlist  under  the  banner  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the 
mediator  and  surety  of  the  new  and  better  covenant.  Let  us  strive 
against  the  corruptions  of  sin  and  temptations  of  Satan,  praying  for 
gr&ce  to  be  imparted  that  we  may  see  our  true  condition,  and  flee  to 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  for  pardon  and  acceptance.  Let  us  feed  on 
him  by  faith  and  he  will  receive  us  to  glory.  "  For  if  by  one 
man's  offence  death  reigned  by  one,  much  more  they  which  have 
received  abundance  of  grace  and  of  the  gift  of  righteousness,  shall 
reign  in  life  by  one  Jesus  Christ."  Where?  In  that  blessed  land 
with  the  redeemed  in  glory  we  shall  celebrate  our  glorious  recov- 
ery from  the  ruins  of  the  fall,  ascribing  salvation  to  God  and  the 
Lamb  forever  and  ever,  amen. 

THE     TRUE     HAPPINESS     OF     MAN. 


BT  REV.  SAMUEL  R.  KERR,  A.  M. 


(Continued  from  page  49.) 

Bat  this  fear  is  also  accompanied  with  torment.     "  Perfect  love," 
saith   an  apostle,  ucasteth  out  fear;  because  fear  hath  torment." 
(I.  John  4:  18).     It  brings  to  his  mind  the  wretchedness  and  misery 
which  they  feel  whose  destiny  is  forever  fixed  in  the  cells  of  woe. 
It  depicts,  in  the  most  gloomy  shades,  the  dread  realities  of  eternity, 
and  by  the  contemplation  of  this    picture,  the   soul    is    filled   with 
painful  apprehensions  that  it  may  experience  all  the  horrors  of  that 
state,  from  the  thoughts  of  which  it  now  shrinks  back    in   dismay. 
These  being  the  effects  which  a  servile  fear  produces  in  the  mind, 
it    is  abundantly    plain   that   it  is  an  enemy  to  the  true  worship  of 
God.     The  individual,  however,  who  is  under  its  influence,  and  in 
whom  all  these  effects  exist,  may  maintain  the  external  deportment 
of  a  Christian.     Is   it  possible  for  the  slave  to  obey  the  master 
whom  he  detests  and  whose  presence  he  avoids  ?     So  also  is  it  pos- 
sible for  the  man  in  whose  heart  rankles  enmity  to  God  in  all    its 
venom,  to  yield  an  outward  obedience  to  his  commands?    But  that 
God  will  approve  of  his  obedience  or  the  source  whence  it  proceeds 
cannot  once  be  supposed.     We  may  conceive  of  an  earthly  despot, 
who,  having  by    carnage   and  bloodshed  seated   himself  on  some 
proud  eminence,  looks  down  with  a  mingled  feeling  of  contempt 
and  delight  upon  the  thousands  who  crowd  to  do  him  homage.  But 
how  unbefitting  God  is  such  a  conception.     Surely  that  supposition 
is  blasphemous  which  would  liken  him  to  a  vain  and  haughty  mor- 
tal.    It  is  true  that  there  is  no  more  pleasing  spectacle  to  him  than 
the  sight  of  those  happy  millions  that  surround  his  throne  day  and 
night   in  deep  and  fervent  adoration.     But  their   worship   is    the 
effusion  of  a  willing  mind  and  not  the  effect  of  anticipated   misery. 
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They  do  not  revere  God  because  they  dread  him.  How  differently 
will  he  regard  that  worship  which  is  tendered  to  him  by  the  slave 
of  a  degenerate  passion,  under  the  influence  of  which  those  fallen 
spirits  confessed  his  divinity,  and  besought  him  not  to  torment  them 
before  the  time ! 

From  the  view  we  have  taken  of  servile  fear,  it  is  evident  that  it 
is  not  intended  in  our  text.  God  will  not  regard  it  with  approba- 
tion, nor  does  it  consist  with  the  design  of  the  inspired  writer.  He 
exhorts  to  that  fear  of  God  by  which  happiness  is  obtained;  but  this 
fear  instead  of  yielding  happiness,  is  itself  an  earnest  of  misery. 
The  fear  brought  to  view  in  our  text  is  as  widely  different  from  this 
as  the  trembling  of  the  slave  who  owns  the  authority  but  detests 
the  person  of  his  master,  is  different  from  the  reverence  of  the 
dutiful  and  affectionate  child  for  the  parent  whom  he  loves.  It*  is 
a  holy  awe  by  which  he  reflects  with  solemnity  on  the  character  of 
God,  and  is  thence  inclined  to  obey  his  commands. 

It  is  holy  because  it  is  heavenly — heavenly  in  its  nature  and 
heavenly  in  its  origin.  It  heaven  it  dwells  in  perfection.  It  emi- 
nently distinguishes  those  angelic  beings  who  have  been  confirmed 
in  their  first  estate.  Whilst  they  rest  not  day  nor  night  from  cele- 
brating the  praises  of  the  Almighty  which  was  and  is,  and  is  to  come, 
they  veil  their  faces  with  their  wings  in  token  of  their  deep-felt 
reverence.  The  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect  also  declare  how 
deeply  they  revere  him.  They  embody  their  feelings  in  language. 
Standing  on  the  sea  of  glass  and  having  the  harps  of  God,  they 
sing  the  song  of  Moses  and  of  the  Lamb,  saying,  u  Great  and  mar- 
velous are  thy  works,  Lord  God  Almighty;  just  and  true  are  thy 
ways,  thou  King  of  saints.  Who  shall  not  fear  thee,  O  Lord,  and 
glorify  thy  name?  for  thou  only  art  holy."  (Rev.  15:3-4).  Thus 
do  those  happy  myriads  who  are  rejoicing  in  the  immediate  pres- 
ence of  God,  3well  anthems  of  praise  expressive  of  the  fervency  of 
their  adoration  and  the  profoundness  of  their  awe,  and  teaching  us 
that  where  his  worship  is  purest,  there  his  fear  is  most  perfect. 

But  it  is  also  heavenly  in  its  origin.  It  is  wrought  in  man  by 
the  Spirit  of  God.  Apostate  angels  are  not  its  subjects,  because 
they  never  experience  the  renewing  efficacy  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
For  them  no  coveuant  has  been  made,  no  blessings  have  been  pur- 
chased. To  them  the  present  is  but  a  fearful  looking  to  the  future 
which  fills  them  with  unutterable  anguish  and  despair.  Not  so 
with  all  the  children  of  fallen  Adam.  For  them  a  covenant  has 
been  made,  and  blessings  have  been  purchased.  "I,"  saith  God, 
"  will  make  an  everlasting  covenant  with  them,  that  I  will  not  turn 
away  from  them ;  to  do  them  good.  But  I  will  put  my  fear  in  their 
hearts  that  they  shall  not  depart  from  me."  (Jer.  32:40).  He 
makes  them  his  sons  by  adoption,  and  he  sends  forth  into  their 
hearts  the  spirit  of  adoption  whereby  they  are  enabled  to  call  him 
by  the  endearing  name  of  Father,  and  to  give  him  the  reverence  and 
homage  of  children. 
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This  fear  which  the  Spirit  of  God  works  in  the  heart  does  not, 
like  that  slavish  fear  which  we  have  already  considered,  regard  him 
only  as  a  judge  who  has  the  power,  and  will  assuredly  punish  his 
enemies.  It  looks  at  his  whole  character  as  he  is  revealed  in  his 
word.  All  his  perfections  are  the  objects  of  its  regard.  The  in- 
dividual who  is  under  its  influence  fears  him  as  he  fills  immensity 
with  his  presence,  as  he  clothes  himself  with  the  tempest  and  utters 
his  voice  in  the  thunder.  He  fears  him  as  he  is  holy  and  cannot 
behold  iniquity,  as  he  is  just  and  will  give  to  every  one  his  just 
recompense  of  reward.  He  also  fears  him  as  be  is  merciful.  This 
is  the  attribute  in  which  God  delighteth.  The  name  by  which  he 
proclaimed  himself  to  Moses  was,  u  The  Lord,  The  Lord  God, 
merciful  and  gracious,  long-suffering  and  abundant  in  goodness  and 
truth;"  and  by  this  name  does  he  command  the  fear  of  all  his 
children.  It  fills  them  with  a  holy  awe.  It  is  in  this  attribute 
that  he  receives  the  first  act  of  sincere  worship  from  the  sinner. 
"God  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner,"  is  the  language  of  the  publican 
who  stood  afar  off,  smote  upon  his  breast,  and  would  not  so  much 
as  raise  his  eyes  to  heaven.  Thus  does  this  fear  differ  from  a  ser- 
vile dread  as  it  regards  God  in  his  whole  character,  as  he  has  revealed 
himself  in  the  Scriptures  of  truth.  But  not  only  does  it  differ 
from  it  in  this  respect.  Whilst  the  one  is  at  open  war  with  all  the 
graces  of  the  Spirit,  the  other  is  united  with  them  in  a  bond  which 
cannot  be  severed.  Where  faith,  hope  and  charity  dwell,  there  also 
will  filial  fear  be  found  ;  and  its  degree  of  strength  will  be  propor- 
tionable to  theirs.  It  is  by  faith  that  man,  in  his  fallen  state,  ob- 
tains that  view  of  the  character  of  God  which  fills  the  soul  with 
awe.  By  love  this  awe  is  preserved  from  becoming  a  slavish 
dread  ;  and  by  hope  it  is  kept  from  sinking  into  despair.  Thus  do 
these  graces  tend  to  nourish  and  support  a  filial  fear  of  God,  whilst, 
on  the  other  hand,  its  tendency  is  to  restrain  and  keep  them  in 
proper  exercise.  It  strengthens  faith  by  powerfully  presenting  to 
the  believer  those  fearful  judgments  that  can  be  escaped  only  by 
an  unshaken  trust  in  God.  It  improves  hope  by  preventing  it  from 
degenerating  into  a  presumptuous  confidence;  and  it  quickens  love 
by  not  suffering  it  to  languish  into  a  secure  and  blinded  affection. 
In  this  manner  do  fear  and  all  the  graces  of  the  Spirit  unite  in  the 
same  subject,  and  go  hand  in  hand  in  advancing  each  other's  purity 
and  growth. 

But  the  effects  which  this  gracious  fear  has  upon  man  also  dis- 
tinguishes it  from  a  servile  dread.  It  does  not  disturb  the  mind 
by  presages  of  future  misery,  but  gives  to  it  a  solemnity  and  com- 
posure. It  does  not  drive  away  from  God,  but  brings  to  him  by 
causing  him  to  depart  from  evil.  Man  is  naturally  of  a  giddy  and 
inconstant  dis|K)sition.  Levity  pervades  his  soui,  and  gives  char- 
acter to  his  actions.  Even  the  most  solemn  services  of  the  sanc- 
tuary are  profaned  bv  his  irreverence.  [low  ofteti  does  he  enter 
the  place  where  God  hath  recorded  his  name,  with  lightness  in  his 
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air  and  vanity  in  his  heart,  and  by  his  conduct  irresistibly  force 
upon  the  minds  of  others  the  conclusion  that  be  knows  or  regards 
not  the  solemnities  of  Zion !  How  often,  when  he  would  demean 
himself  as  in  the  presence  of  the  Most  High,  has  his  mind  been 
distracted  with  agitation  and  restlessness,  and  his  thoughts,  like  the 
fool's  eyes,  have  wandered  toward  the  ends  of  the  earth  !  And  why 
this  irreverence,  this  disquietude  ?  It  is  because  the  fear  of  God  is 
not  before  his  eyes.  That  awe  of  the  Almighty  which  arises  from 
a  correct  view  of  his  character  and  perfections,  will  banish  from  the 
mind  all  irreverence  and  thoughtlessness.  It  will  remove  its  dis- 
quietude, fill  it  with  calmness  and  composure,  and  prepare  it  for 
solemnly  engaging  in  acts  of  devotion.  But  besides  solemnizing 
the  mind  and  filling  it  with  suitable  apprehensions  of  the  divine 
majesty,  it  also  leads  the  heart  to  God.  Unlike  that  degenerate 
and  slavish  spirit,  which,  whilst  it  forces  to  outward  obedience, 
cherishes  enmity  of  soul  toward  him,  it  inclines  to  seek  and  obey 
him.  Its  native  effect  is  to  excite  in  him  a  vigilance  and  caution 
lest  he  incur  the  divine  displeasure.  Having  this  etfeot,  it  will 
necessarily  produce  the  de.sire  to  implicitly  submit  to  God's  will, 
and  to  cheerfully  obey  his  commands.  Whatever  is  displeasing  to 
God  he  will  avoid.  On  the  other  hand,  whatever  is  pleasing  to  him 
he  will  do.  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  to  depart  from  evil,  but  to 
depart  from  evil  is  to  follow  holiness.  In  this  manner  is  the  man 
who  fears  God  brought  to  seek  him,  to  consult  his  pleasure,  and  to 
hearken  to  the  voice  of  his  word. 

This  fear  of  God,  which  we  have  attempted  to  describe,  holds  so 
high  a  place  amongst  the  gracious  principles  that  characterize  the 
sincere  worshippers  of  God  that  it  is  frequently  in  Scripture  put 
for  the  whole  of  true  religion  in  the  heart.  In  consequence  of  this 
general  use  of  the  term  and  of  the  effect  fear  has  in  producing  a 
flight  from  sin,  it  is  in  our  text,  connected  with  the  observance  of 
God's  law.  ""Fear  God,  and  keep  bis  commandments."  Reverence 
God  in  your  hearts,  and  let  this  reverence  be  manifested  by  obedience 
to  his  law. 

To  the  consideration  of  this  latter  clause  we  now  proceed.  "  Keep 
his  commandments."  The  term  "  commandments  "  here  is  of  un- 
limited signification  and  embraces  all  the  commands  of  God  wherever 
they  may  be  found.  But  as  the  moral  law  is  a  nummary  of  God's 
revealed  will  to  man,  and  consequently  comprehends  either  in  its 
substance  or  manner  of  observance  all  the  obedience  that  God 
requires,  there  is  no  impropriety  in  restricting  to  it  the  word  com- 
mandments in  our  text.  Confining,  therefore,  our  text  to  that  law 
which  was  engraven  on  man's  heart  at  his  creation,  and  afterward 
delivered  to  the  Israelites  written  by  the  finger  of  God  on  two 
tablets  of  stone,  let  us  now  consider  how  it  i3  to  be  observed. 

And  first  we  remark  that  the  obedience  rendered  to  it  must  be 
sincere.  Jt  is  tlie  language  of  nature  that  God  who  is  a  being  of 
infinite  purity  and  holiness  should   receive  the  unfeigned  service  of 
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the  heart.  He  who  acts  the  part  of  a  dissembler  among  men  draws 
down  upon  himself  universal  contempt,  and  much  more  will  God  dis- 
approve of  the  dissembler  in  bis  service.  As  the  generous  mind  spurns 
the  homage  that  is  paid  to  it  by  false  and  pretended  admirers,  so  will 
God  put  away  from  him  all  feigned  and  deceitful  worshipers.  But  that 
which  nature  thus  teaches  is  clearly  revealed  in  the  Scriptures  of 
truth.  The  dying  command  of  Joshua  to  the  children  of  Israel 
was,  "  Fear  the  Lord,  and  serve  him  in  sincerity  and  in  truth." 
(Joshua  24 :  14.)  The  language  of  the  penitent  David  is,  "  Behold 
thou  desirest  truth  in  the  inward  parts."  (Ps.  51  :  6.)  And  our  Lord 
himself  declares  to  the  Jews  that  the  Father  seeketh  such  as  worship 
him  to  worship  him  "  in  spirit  and  in  truth."  (John  4  :  23.)  Since 
therefore,  God  requires  the  service  of  the  heart,  every  thing  like  dis- 
simulation must  be  separated  from  the  obedience  that  is  rendered  to 
his  law.  It  must  be  observed  with  sincerity.  No  formal  obedience 
will  be  accepted.  And  let  none  think  to  impose  upon  God  by  ex- 
ternal compliance  with  the  requisitions  of  his  law,  for  all  things 
are  naked  and  opened  unto  his  eyes,  and  he  will  assuredly  detect 
and  punish  every  impurity  that  is  mingled  with  his  service. 

But  whilst  sincerity  is  a  necessary  requisite*  to  constitute 
obedience  acceptable,  it  is  not  the  only  requisite.  It  is  also  neces- 
sary that  it  be  universal,  extending  to  all  the  precepts  of  the  law 
both  in  regard  to  what  it  requires  and  what  it  prohibits.  To  have 
a  proper  idea  of  this,  let  us  inquire  what  is  the  extent  of  its  require- 
ments. And  here  we  may  ask,  who  can  define  its  limits?  Who 
can  scan  its  height?  Who  can  fathom  its  depth?  "  I  have  seen 
an  end,"  says  the  Psalmist,  u  of  all  perfection  ;  but  thy  command- 
ment is  exceeding  broad."  (Ps.  119:  96.)  Around  human  excel- 
lence we  may  draw  a  line  that  will  bound  its  dimensions,  and  we 
may  trace  the  enactments  of  the  most  admired  legislators  till  we 
find  a  termination  ;  but  the  immeasurable  extent  of  the  divine  law 
cannot  be  inclosed  by  any  limit  that  man  may  describe;  nor  can  its 
extremity  be  found.  There  is  no  conceivable  duty  that  it  does  not 
require.  There  is  no  sin  of  possible  commission  that  it  does  not 
forbid.  To  establish  this,  it  is  sufficient  to  advert  to  the  fact,  that  it 
is  perfect,  commensurate  with  the  perfection  of  its  Author,  being  a 
transcript  of  his  nature  and  will.  Hence  may  be  seen  the  great 
extent  of  the  obedience  it  requires.  Its  authority  reaches  not  only 
to  the  external  conduct  and  language  of  men,  but  also  to  the  heart, 
because  it  may  be  the  abode  of  sin.  It  is  the  testimony  of  God 
concerning  the  antediluvian  world,  that  the  thoughts  of  their  hearts 
were  only  evil  and  that  continually.  In  keeping  the  divine  law, 
therefore,  the  inward  emotions  of  the  soul,  the  words  that  proceed 
from  the  lips,  and  the  deportment  and  actions  of  lite,  must  corre- 
spond to  its-exalted  j.erfection.  To  suppose  that  anything  short  of 
unerring  conformity  will  be  acceptable  is  to  reflect  on  divine  legis- 
lation. Christ  himself  as  the  head  of  his  people  obeyed  it  perfectly 
in  all  its  parts;  and  all  his  followers  are  required  to  imitate  his 
example.     The  express  declaration  of  Scripture  also  is  that  "  Who- 
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soever  shall  keep  the  whole  law,  and  yet  offend  in  ope  point,  he  is 
guilty  of  all."  (Jas.  2 :  10.)  How  serious,  then,  is  the  mistake  of 
those  who  maintain  that  God  will  receive  tne  sincere  desire  for  the 
actual  performance  I  Such  an  opinion  besides  sowing  deep  and  wide 
the  seeds  of  licentiousness,  is  at  direct  variance  with  the  whole 
tenor  of  the  gospel,  and  its  blind  and  deluded  votaries,  if  they  do 
not  sooner  behold  their  error,  will  see  it  awfully  revealed  to  them 
when  Christ  shall  come  in  his  own  and  his  Father's  glory,  and  fix 
by  an  irrepealable  sentence  tbe  final  destinies  of  men. 

But  the  observance  of  God's  law  besides  proceeding  from  a  pure 
heart  and  extending  to  all  requirements  and  prohibitions,  must  be 
perpetual,  continued  through  all  time.  It  binds  to  obedience  from 
the  dawn  of  reason  to  the  last  moment  of  existence ;  and  beyond 
tbe  grave  it  loses  not  its  authority.  Nothing  more  is  necessary  to 
•confirm  this  than  the  consideration  that  it  is  of  divine  original.  The 
all-wise  Creator  who  formed  man  in  the  image  of  himself,  en  stamped 
upon  his  soul  a  complete  rule  of  rectitude  taken  from  his  own  holy 
nature;  and  should  ever  the  time  arrive  when  creation  shall  be 
remanded  back  to  non-existence,  and  the  author  of  all  cease  to  be, 
it  will  lose  its  power  of  obligation.  But  that  period  will  never 
<5ome.  The  heavens  and  the  earth  will  be  changed  ;  but  never  will 
they  be  lost  in*  a  trackless,  immeasurable  void,  and  the  Almighty 
•Creator  of  both  being  essentially  eternal,  will  exist  through  endless 
duration.  As  then  eternity  itself,  in  its  mighty  evolution,  cannot 
unfold  the  period  that  will  terminate  the  being  of  the  everlasting 
Father,  or  the  workmanship  of  his  hands,  the  law  bearing  his  high 
impress  and  authority  will  forever  bind.  In  keeping  the  command- 
ments of  God,  therefore,  a  constant  obedience  is  required.  A  failure 
at  any  one  time  will  incur  divine  wrath.  "  Cursed  is  every  one  that 
-continueth  not  in  all  things  which  are  written  in  the  book  of  the 
law  to  do  them."     (Gal.  3:10.) 

But  further,  this  obedience  must  be  evangelical.  It  must  proceed 
from  faith  as  its  principle,  and  have  conformity  to  Christ  for  its 
motive.  It  must  proceed  from  faith  as  its  principle  ;  u  for  whatso- 
ever is  not  of  faith  is  sin."  Man  in  a  state  of  innocence  was  capable 
of  yielding  pet  feet  obedience  to  the  divine  law,  but  in  the  fallen 
and  sinful  condition  in  which  he  now  is  perfection  of  life  is  peculiar 
to  the  blessedness  of  heaven.  Whilst  in  this  world  he  is  now 
unable  to  obey  all  its  commands,  and  his  obedience  being  imperfect 
■cannot  be  acceptable  considered  in  itself.  But  that  which  God 
would  otherwise  regard  with  displeasure,  is  made  pleasing  to  him 
by  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Not  that  he  is  pleased  with 
what  is  imperfect,  but  that  the  imperfect  obedience  of  the  bdiever 
being  referred  by  faith  to  Christ  is  made  pleasing  to  him  in  and 
•through  his  righteousness.  For  such  is  the  nature  of  faith  that 
whilst  its  subject  is  walking  in  all  the  commandments  and  ordinances 
of  the  Lord  blameless,  it  causes  him  to  reject  all  dependence  upou 
his  own  works  and  to  look  to  Christ  as  the  only  ground  of  accept* 
.ance.     Hence  without  faith  it  is  impossible  to  please  God.     The 
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morality  of  the  action  considered  in  itself  is  not  sufficient  to  procure 
divine  approbation.  Though  a  man  may  ascend  a  height  of  moral 
excellence  never  yet  attained  by  the  unassisted  powers  of  nature, 
vet  if  faith  be  wanting,  he  lacks  the  one  thing  needful.  He  has  no 
interest  in  Christ  and  his  righteousness  will  avail  him  nothing. 
And  however  reluctant  the  mind  may  be  to  admit  it  as  true,  true  it 
is  that  he,  now  receiving  the  plaudits  of  the  world  for  his  virtue 
and  goodness,  will  stand  at  the  bar  of  God  a  condemned  criminal 
when  Christ  shall  triumph  over  all  who  believed  not  on  his  name. 

But  this  obedience  must  have  conformity  to  Christ  for  its  motive. 
"Be  ye  followers  of  me,"  says  the  great  apostle  of  the  Gentiles, 
u  even  as  I  also  am  of  Christ."  (I.  Cor.  11 :  1.)  And  again,  "  Be 
ye  therefore  followers  of  God  as  dear  children  ;  and  walk  in  love, 
as  Christ  also  hath  loved  us,  and  hath  given  himself  for  us  an 
offering  and  a  sacrifice  to  God  for  a  sweet  smelling  savor."  (Eph. 
5: 1,  2.)  It  should,  therefore,  be  the  object  of  all  in  obeying  the 
divine  law,  to  tread  in  the  footsteps  of  their  Redeemer.  He  was 
subject  to  it  in  all  its  demands,  and  they  are  required  to  follow  his 
example  and  to  be  like  him  in  all  things  that  when  he  shall  appear, 
they  also  shall  appear  with  him  in  glory. 

Finally  on  this  part  of  our  discourse,  all  obedience  to  the  law  of 
God  should  have  for  its  ultimate  design  his  glory.  This  is  the  end 
of  all  creation.  "Thou  art  worthy,  O  Lord,"  say  they  who  are 
now  worshiping  at  his  throne,  "to  receive  glory,  and  honor,  and 
power ;  for  thou  hast  created  all  things,  and  for  thy  pleasure  they 
are  and  were  created."  (Rev.  4: 11.)  It  was  to  manifest  his  glory 
that  God  created  the  earth  on  which  we  dwell,  that  he  stretched  out 
the  heavens  as  a  curtain  and  garnished  them  by  his  Spirit,  that  he 
created  man  in  his  own  image  and  redeemed  him  by  the  humilia- 
tion and  death  of  his  Son.  Since  then  the  end  God  had  in  view  in 
calling  into  existence  the  universe  and  all  the  millions  of  beings  by 
which  it  is  inhabited,  in  sending  his  own  Son  into  the  world  to 
ransom  us  who  were  in  bondage  to  sin,  was  the  manifestation  of  his 
glory,  to  this  should  tend  all  the  actions  of  men.  In  their  obedience 
to  the  divine  law  their  ultimate  design  should  be  to  glorify  God. 

[to  be  continued.] 


Selected. 


"  How  to  Save  Young  Men  from  the  Lodge,"  was  the  title  of  a 
paper  by  Rev.  Dr.  C.  D.  Trumbull  read  at  the  Iowa  State  Anti- 
Secrecy  Convention  at  Hopkinton,  November  15,  1893,  and  pub- 
lished by  request  of  the  convention,  in  the  Christian  Cynosure.  We 
make  some  extracts : 

"The  attitude  of  our  young  men  to  the  lodge  will  depend  largely 
on  the  influence  by  which  they  are  surrounded,  and  the  training 
which  they  receive.     As  we  view  the  situation  at  the  present  time,  the 
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prospect  of  saving  the  young  men  of  the  rising  generation  from  the 
lodge  is  far  from  hopeful.  We  are  confronted  by  conditions  which 
make  the  work  very  difficult  to  perform. 

"Condition  1.  Secret  lodges  are  very  attractive  to  the  average 
young  man. 

44  Condition  2.  Secret  societies  are  very  numerous  in  some  commu- 
nities, and  very  popular. 

"  Condition  8.  Direct  and  constant  efforts  are  being  made  to  draw 
young  men  into  the  lodges. 

"  Condition  4.  The  majority  of  the  young  men  of  America  are 
out  of  Christ. 

"  Such  are  the  conditions  which  confront  us.  They  are  not  ho|>eful 
so  far  as  the  rising  generation  is  concerned  ;  yet  they  are  not  hopeless. 
So  long  as  God  the  Father  continues  the  God  of  grace  and  of  love, 
and  God  the  Son  continues  the  almighty  Saviour,  and  God  the  Holy 
Spirit  continues  to  convince  men  of  sin  and  to  renew  their  hearts, 
there  is  hope.  The  work  of  saving  young  men  from  the  lodge  is 
God's,  but  he  has  appoiuted  Christians  to  be  the  instruments  in  the 
work,  and  especially  those  among  them  who  believe  the  secret  lodge 
to  be  a  snare  of  the  devil  to  lead  men  to  destruction.  What  shall  we 
as  Christians  do  to  save  young  men  from  the  lodge?     We  answer: 

"  1.  We  should  do  all  we  can  to  lead  them  to  the  Saviour.  It  is 
a  well  known  fact  that  when  lodge  members  of  secret  orders  are  con- 
verted to  Christ  they  usually  withdraw  from  active  membership  in 
the  lodge,  and  many  of  them  withdraw  altogether.  The  sainted 
Charles  G.  Finney  was  a  noteworthy  example.  He  had  taken  three 
degrees  in  Masonry  before  his  conversion.  Hear  what  he  says  as  to 
his  subsequent  experience : 

"  i  Soon  after  my  conversion,  the  evening  came  for  attendance  on 
the  lodge.  I  went.  They,  of  course,  were  aware  that  I  had  become 
a  Christian,  and  the  master  of  the  lodge  called  on  me  to  open  the 
lodge  with  prayer.  I  did  so,  and  poured  out  my  heart  to  the  Lord 
for  a  blessing  upon  the  lodge.  I  observed  that  it  created  a  consider- 
able excitement.  The  evening  passed  away,  and  at  the  close  of  the 
lodge  I  was  requested  to  pray  again.  I  did  so,  and  retired,  but  much 
depressed  in  spirit.  I  soon  found  that  I  was  completely  converted 
jrom  Freemasonry  to  Christ,  and  that  I  could  have  no  fellowship  with 
any  of  the  proceedings  of  the  lodge.' 

"  2.  Sound  instruction  must  be  given  with  reference  to  the  lodge. 
Such  instruction  may  be  given  by  parents  and  teachers  and  by  litera- 
ture on  this  subject.  I  may  say  that  it  was  by  instruction  given  me 
along  this  line  by  parents  and  religious  teachers,  and  the  reading  of 
anti-secrecy  literature  (I  might  make  special  mention  of  the  *  History 
of  the  Abduction  and  Murder  of  Capt.  Win.  Morgan/  read  by  me 
when  a  boy  of  ten  years  of  age),  which  led  me  to  take  the  decided 
stand  I  do  against  secret  orders. 

"Before  passing  from  this  point  I  would  mention  one  thing  more 
which   has   weight  with    many  in  deterring  them  from  entering  the 
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lodge,  namely  this  :  Membership  in  secret  societies,  so  far  from  advanc- 
ing one's  worldly  interests,  usually  entails  financial  loss.  Brethren, 
our  duty  is  to  educate  and  agitate;    educate  and  agitate;    educate 

AND  AGITATE. 

"  3.     And  lastly,  we  must  pray  for  the  Holy  Spirit  to  accompany 
our  labors,  to  make  them  effective. 


+~>- 


Missionary  J 


ISSIONARY        NTELLIGENCE. 


Although  Pleasant  Ridge  congregation  has  been  disorganized  our 
society  is  still  continued.  We  try  to  meet  semi  monthly.  Our  money 
is  collected  by  admission  fees,  monthly  dues,  donations  and  contribu- 
tions. During  the  past  year  we  have  had  an  addition  of  three  members. 
Our  meetings  are  interesting  to  us  and  we  trust  profitable.  We  hope 
we  are  not  without  the  blessing  of  God.  During  the  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 20,  1893,  $45.55  were  received.  There  were  sent  to  the  Indian 
Mission,  $15  ;  Foreign  Mission,  $14;  Chinese  Mission,  $10;  Southern 
Mission,  $6  ;  post  orders,  37  cents  ;   balance  in  the  treasury,  18  cents. 

Mas.  E.  W.  Hutcheson. 

Our  Parnassus  L.  M.  S.,  which  numbers  seventeen  members,  has  held 
twelve  regular  and  one  special  meeting  during  the  past  year.  Our  habit 
has  been  to  meet  at  our  homes,  which  we  find  creates  more  sociability 
among  us.  With  the  devotional  exercises  conducted  by  members  in 
turn  ;  the  discussion  of  a  text ;  and  the  reading  of  a  sketch  from  paper 
or  magazine  on  mission  work,  our  meetings  are  both  interesting  and 
profitable.  The  average  attendance  has  been  eleven,  and  an  average 
collection  of  $4.60  each  day.  We  raised  for  all  purposes  during  the 
year,  $129.65.  We  assisted  the  Indian  Mission,  Adana  Building  Fund, 
Church  Erection  Fund,  both  at  Denver  and  Seattle,  and  Moses  Green- 
burg.  We  have  been  working  for  the  King,  and  he  has  blessed  our 
efforts,  and  spared  the  lives  of  our  members,  for  which  we  thank  him. 
We  look  forward  to  the  coming  year  with  brighter  anticipations,  having 
now  in  Rev.  J.  S.  Duncan,  a  settled  pastor  and  a  warm  friend. 

Mrs  J.  H.  Campbell,  President. 
Mrs.  J.  R.  Copeland,  Secretary. 


-Editorial, 


A    CONSTITUTIONAL    AMENDMENT    SUBMITTED. 


On  the  25th  of  January,  the  following  resolution  was  introduced  in 
the  United  States  Senate  by  Senator  Frye,  of  Maine,  and  on  the  same 
day  in  the  House  by  Representative  Morse,  of  Massachusetts: 
^Resolved  by  die  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  two-thirds  of  each  House 
incurring  tfierein,  That  the  following  Amended  form  of  Preamble 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  be  proposed  for  ratification 
in  conventions  in  the  several  States,  which  when  ratified  bv  conven- 
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tions  in  three- fourths  of  the  States,  shall  be  valid  as  a  part  of  the  said 
Constitution,  namely : 

PREAMBLE. 

We,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  devoutly  acknowledging  die 
supreme  authority  and  just  government  of  Almighty  God  in  all  the 
affairs  of  men  and  nations  ;  grateful  to  him  for  our  civil  and  religious 
liberty ;  and  encouraged  by  the  assurances  of  his  Word  to  invoke  his 
guidance  as  a  Christian  nation,  according  to  his  appointed  way, 
through  Jesus  Christ,  in  order  to  form  a  more  perfect  union,  .  .  . 
.  .  .  .  do  ordain  and  establish  this  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  of  each 
House.  A  hearing  was  given  on  Thursday,  February  1st,  by  a  sub- 
committee of  the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, for  argument  in  support  of  the  resolution,  and  much  interest 
was  shown  by  the  members  of  the  committee  present. 

Our  church  is  by  covenant  engaged  to  pray  and  labor  for  the 
amendment  of  the  Constitution,  to  remedy  its  religious  defects: 
"  Persuaded  that  God  is  the  source  of  all  legitimate  power ;  that  he 
has  instituted  civil  government  for  his  own  glory  and  the  good  of 
man  ;  that  he  has  appointed  his  Son,  the  Mediator,  to  headship  over 
the  nations ;  and  that  the  Bible  is  the  supreme  law  and  rule  in  national 
as  in  all  other  things;  we  will  maintain  the  responsibility  of  nations 
to  God,  the  rightful  dominion  of  Jesus  Christ  over  the  Common- 
wealth, and  the  obligation  of  nations  to  legislate  in  conformity  with 
the  written  word."  The  next  paragraph  (in  %ction  3  of  this  Cove- 
nant) is  an  engagement  to  pray  and  labor  for  the  reformation  of  our 
country  by  a  constitutional  recognition  of  these  truths. 

What  then  is  our  duty  in  view  of  the  important  event  above  noted  ? 
The  resolution  before  Congress  is  not  a  proposed  preamble  in  our 
hands  for  amendment  of  its  form,  but  a  submitted  amendment  by  the 
act  of  a  senator  and  of  a  representative.  This  occasion  comes  then  to  our 
church  as  a  golden  opportunity,  without  reference  to  its  concomitants, 
which  need  not  be  recited  here  only  to  confuse.  It  is  most  noteworthy, 
and  significant :  the  record  now  appears  of  a  move  in  Congress  to  ac- 
knowledge God  and  Christ  and  the  word.  A  hearing  is  appointed 
before  the  full  Judiciary  Committee  of  the  House,  for  March  6th.  In 
view  of*  it  our  people  ought  all  to  sign  petitions  and  forward 
them.  We  mean  the  full  form,  asking  for  what  we  want.  Any 
one  can  copy  out  the  form  as  a  heading,  in  duplicate,  one  for  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  one  tor  the  House:  "The  under- 
signed, citizens  of  the  United  States,  petition  your  honorable  body  for 
such  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  as  shall 
suitably  express  our  national  acknowledgment  of  Almighty  God  as  the 
source  of  all  authority  in  civil  government;  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
as  the  Ruler  of  nations  and  of  his  revealed  will  as  the  supreme  stand- 
ard to  decide  moral  issues  in  national  life,  and  thus  indicate  that  this 
is  a  Christian  nation,  and  place  all  the  Christian  laws,  institutions  and 
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usages  of  the  government  on  au  undeniably  legal  basis  in  the  funda- 
mental law  of  the  land/' 

Prayer  ought  to  be  made  in  our  pulpits  and  our  homes,  that  God 
would  graciously  incline  the  legislators  of  the  nation  to  grant  the  peti- 
tions presented,  and  would  open  their  hearts  to  receive  the  truth  to  be 
urged  upon  them.  Whatever  objection  there  is  to  the  submitted 
amendment  as  failing  to  avow  obedience  to  the  moral  law  of  the 
Bible  and  to  the  dominion  of  Christ,  we  feel  assured  the  men 
who  will  plead  the  cause  of  the  petitioners  will  urge  these  duties  on 
die  nation.  But  the  acknowledgments  should  be  express  as  due,  and  for 
legal  value,  and  for  education.  The  resolution  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
committees  of  Congress.  They  are  in  the  Lord's  hands,  and  he  will 
direct  and  dispose  for  his  own  glory.  Meanwhile  our  duty  is  to  labor 
with  zeal.     The  result  is  with  God.  D.  B.  W. 


j 


TEMS, 


Me.  Stevenson  is  getting  stronger  in  body  and  can  stand  up  and 
preach  without  his  crutch.  David  Boyd. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

To-DAY,  January  22d,  we  attended  the  closing  exercises  of  our 
communion  season  which  has  been  very  pleasant  and  profitable  to  us 
•11.  Mrs.  J.  Renwick  Copeland. 


Our  work  here  we  think  is  in  good  condition.  There  is  a  revival 
among  the  churches  at  present.  Our  Sabbath  audiences  have 
increased.  D.  G.  Thompson. 

La  Junta,  Col. 

I  admire  the  spirit  and  course  still  maintained  by  the  good  old 
stand-by,  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  and  Covenanter,  and 
hope  that  it  will  still  live  and  prosper  in  tlie  Lord's  work. 

Thomas  Wylie. 

Mrs.  M.  E.  McKee  has  forwarded  to  Synod's  treasurer  $200 
for  Domestic  Missions  to  be  applied  by  Synod,  in  accordance  with  the 
request  of  her  husband,  Rev.  D.  McKee,  made  shortly  before  his 
death. 

Mr.  Edgar  will  go  to  Iowa  Presbytery  after  the  Seminary  closes; 
Mr.  Foster  to  Philadelphia;  and  Mr.  Robb  to  New  York.  Mr. 
Mclsaac,  of  the  fourth  year  cla<s,  will  remain,  after  licensure,  in  Pitts- 
burgh Presbytery,  and  Mr.  Reed  will  go  to  Kansas. 

A  BROTHER  minister  writes  respecting  a  brief  vacation  he  enjoyed 
last  year,  and  "an  outing  on  the  water:  "  "  It  did  me  so  much  good 
that  I  have  hopes  of  such  days  again  next  summer  as  a  tonic."  Con- 
gregations that  give  their  pastors  a  vacation  are  greatly  the  gainers. 

6 
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Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Bowden  died  suddenly  on  the  street  in  New 
York  on  Sabbath,  January  28th.  He  was  in  the  seventy-second  year 
of  his  age.  For  many  years  Dr.  Bowden  was  the  pastor  of  York 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church.  He  was  afterwards  pastor  of  the 
Leroy,  (N.  Y.,)  Presbyterian  Church.  La'terly  he  resided  in  New 
York  City.  

On  account  of  the  stringency  of  money  we  fear  there  is  poor  en- 
couragement for  Mr.  Wylie  to  prospect  in   this  part  of  the  State.     If 
sufficient  funds  were  raised   he  would  come  here  in  February.     The 
New  Side  are  not  increasing  in  number.     We  are  having  testimony-  ^ 
bearing  leaflets  distributed  through  the  kindness  of  one  of  their  elders. 

Los  Angeles,  Col.  Martha  A.  McConnelu 

London,  October  17th. — It  is  stated  here  through  a  private 
source  that  the  legislature  of  Bolivia  has  passed  a  bill  abolishing 
slavery  in  that  country.  While  the  peons  have  been  practically 
free  for  some  time  and  the  legislative  enactment  is  more  a  matter 
of  form  than  the  outcome  of  a  crying  demand,  the  fact  is  an  im- 
portant one  as  showing  the  advance  in  legislation  and  progressivev 
ness,  of  the  South  American  republics.  tifijtf! 

The  new  Syriac  Bible  has  been  printed  at  the  Bfble  House. 
This  is  a  revision  of  the  Syriac  Old  Testament  published  in  Uru- 
miah  in  1852,  and  of  the  New  Testament  published  by  the  Ameri- 
can Bible  Society.  This  revision  was  made  by  Rev.  Dr.  Labaree, 
assisted  by  native  scholars  of  Urumiah.  The  work  has  been  in  the 
printers'  hands  for  four  years,  and  is  the  first  complete  Syriao 
Bible  issued  by  the  Bible  Societv  in  this  country. 

The  first  article  in  this  number  is  taken  from  The  Kingdom,  a 
paper  published  under  the  direction  of  the  different  churches  in  the 
East  End,  Pittsburgh.  A  minister  of  each  denomination  was  invited 
to  write  a  brief  statement  of  the  position  of  the  body  to  which  he 
belongs.  These  were  published  in  successive  numbers.  This  article 
was  intended  to  be  a  brief  resume  of  our  position  and  is  substantially 
as  it  appeared  in  The  Kingdom,  except  in  what  is  contained  under 
Creed.  Changes  were  made  in  that  part  in  order  to  reach  a  class  of  J 
readers  for  whom  a  number  of  copies  of  the  article  will  be  struck  off! 


Sandusky   street,  Allegheny,  is  pre-eminently  a  Reformed   Presby-  / 
terian   street.     The  lot  upon    which  the  old  Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny  * 
church  was  erected,  extended  to  it.     Westminster   College  fronted  on  -j 
it.     For  several  years  the  Seminary  occupied  part  of  the  college  build*   ' 
ing,  and  the   Central  Board  met  in  one  of  its  rooms.     The  Reformed.  ! 
Presbyterian   Church,    (New    Side,)   was   located   on    the   corner   #f: 
South  Diamond  and  Sankusky  streets.     In  it  the  Central  congregation 
was  organized,  and  held  its  first  communion.     The   Central  and  the 
Allegheny  churches  are  on   the  same   street,  while  Eighth    street,  on 
which  the  Pittsburgh  church  building  stands  is  almost  a  continuation 
of  Sandusky. 


J 
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The  first  and   second  lines  of  the  8th  verse  of  the  51st  Psalm 
(revised),  page  106  of  the  edition  of  1888  are : 

"  Fire  consumed  offering 
Can  to  thee  no  pleasure  bring." 

In  the  edition  of  1889,  page  144,  they  are: 

"  Offerings  burnt  in  sacred  rite 
Can  to  tbee  bring  no  delight." 

In  one  of  our  prayermeetings  where  copies  of  both  editions  are  in 
use,  considerable  confusion  was  occasioned  at  a  late  meeting  when 
*     the  verse  was  being  sung. 

The  New   York    Christian    Police    Association   has  announced  a 
series  of  meetings  for  policemen  to  be  held  every  afternoon  this  week 
in  the  rooms  of  the  association  at  No.  235    West  Thirtieth   street, 
4UftTlffu  3  to  4  P.  M.     The   following  speakers   are  announced:     Mon- 
day, J.  L.  Spicer,  secretary  of  the  association ;    Tuesday,  Itev.  Dr.  J. 
A.  B.  Wilson,  pastor  of  the   Eighteenth   street  Methodist   Episcopal 
Church;     Wednesday,    Rev.   A.   H.  "VY7.    Hodder,  of  the   Sixteenth 
street  Baptist  Church;   Thursday,  Rev.  Dr.   E.   Walpole  Warren; 
Friday,  Rev.  Dr.  S.  B.  Rossi ter.     On  Saturday  a  praise  meeting  will 
be  held.     The  mission   is   maintained    by  one  lady,  a  Miss  Kendall, 
resulting  from  the  work  in  London,  Enirland.  A.  G.  Knox. 

M<'Keesi*ort,  Pa.,  has  a  population  of  about  26,000.  It  is  admirably 
located  for  manufacturing  purposes.  Ere  long  it  with  other  cities  and 
towns  near  by  will  likely  be  brought  into  the  corporate  limits  of  Pitts- 
burgh. We  have  a  good  church  building  there,  well  located  and  free 
from  debt.  The  congregation  is  small,  but  with  a  little  assistance  from 
presbytery  could,  in  connection  with  Monongahcla,  comfortably  sup- 
poit  a  pastor.  The  field  is  an  inviting  one.  For  any  devoted  licentiate 
or  minister  who  is  willing  to  get  down  to  hard  work,  it  oilers  many  in- 
ducements. The  Lord's  Supper  was  dispensed  there  on  the  17th  of 
September.  All  the  members,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  detained  by 
sickness,  communed.  J.  W.  S. 

Tins  letter  is  from  one  of  the  scholars  of  the  Central  Allegheny 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Sabbath  School  :  "  Canton,  China,  Dear  Sir. 
Since  I  left  the  United  States  I  thank  the  Lord  God  take  care  me 
through  the  great  ocean  and  came  to  China  and  see  my  family.  They 
are  very  glad  to  receive  me  ami  like  to  hear  the  true  God.  I  wish  you 
would  pray  for  mv  countrymen  that  they  may  be  saved  through  your 
earnest  pra3'ers.  I  am  sure  the  heavenly  Father  will  answer  your 
prayers.  Now  I  just  came  home;  soon  I  will  try  to  preach  to  them, 
and  will  tell  you  the  opportunity  afterward.  I  w:mt  to  tell  you  tow 
chapel  near  my  village.  1  can  go  there,  not  very  far,  and  I  heard  three 
missionary  ladies  near  my  village  and  round  the  house  and  teach 
wome  i  and  girls  how  to  worship  the  true  God.  I  think  I  ought  to  do 
something  for  my  duty.  I  do  pray  to  God  to  give  me  the  Holy  Spirit 
and  make  me  useful  and  working  for  him. 

"  Your  brother  in  Christ,  Ju  IIoncj." 
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A  statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  erected  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland, 
was  unveiled  on  Monday,  August  21st,  as  a  memorial  to  the  Scot- 
tish-American soldiers  of  the  American  Civil  War.  It  is  a  bronze 
statue  upon  a  base  of  polished  red  granite.  Upon  the  surbase  sits 
a  freed  slave  in  bronze,  with  face  upturned  to  Lincoln,  who  holds 
in  his  hand  the  emancipation  proclamation.  Several  battle  flags 
in  bronze  lie  beneath  the  extended  left  hand  of  the  slave.  The 
monument  is  erected  in  Calton  Hill  Cemetery  on  a  spot  of  ground 
donated  for  the  purpose  by  the  city  council.  It  is  a  beautiful  spot 
on  an  elevation  some  three  hundred  feet  above  the  city. 


The  Detroit  Journal,  of  August  22d,  contained  a  letter  addressed 
to  the  Presbyterian  Presbytery  of  Detroit  by  Rev.  Richard  Turn- 
bull,  in  which  he  tenders  his  resignation  of  the  Second  avenue 
Presbyterian  church,  formerly  the  First  United  Presbyterian 
church,  of  Detroit.  He  says,  having  previously  mentioned  the 
secession:  "  As  a  result  of  the  ecclesiastical  change,  the  church 
has  been  compelled  to  defend  its  right  to  its  property  before  the 
civil  courts  even  since.  I  am  now  fully  persuaded  that  the  time 
has  come  when  I  should  lay  down  the  work  with  its  many  peculiar 
cares  and  responsibilities  and  when  some  one  else  can  take  it  up  to 
advantage." 

The  commission  of  Rochester  Presbytery  that  lately  met  in  that 
city  decided  not  to  disorganize  the  congregation.  There  is  a  member- 
ship now  ot  about  thirty.  The  piospects  are  not  altogether  discour- 
aging. "The  week  of  prayer  was  observed  with  an  encouraging  at- 
tendance. A  sermon  was  preached  on  the  evening  of  the  day 
appointed  for  a  Sy  nodical  fast.  The  regular  prayer-meeting  is  well 
attended.  The  Sabbath  School  has  been  organized  and  a  Bible  class 
formed."  Let  the  members  remember  the  words  of  Paul,  and  "  for- 
getting those  things  which  are  behind,  and  reaching  forth  unto  those 
things  which  are  before  press  toward  the  mark,"  and  their  efforts  to 
build  up  their  congregation  will,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  be  successful 
beyond  all  expectation. 

The  routine  of  a  country  pastor's  life  is  briefly  stated  in  this 
extract  from  a  private  letter :  "  I  have  preached  at  seven  p.  M.  in 
the  summer,  and  at  three  p.  m.  in  the  winter,  twelve  or  thirteen  times 
in  a  school  house,  four  miles  from  the  church,  to  audiences  averaging 
about  twenty-five,  most  of  whom  are  non-church  going,  except  to  this 
service,  and  yet  have  not  omitted  a  double  service  at  home  if  more 
than  twelve  were  present,  except  two  Sabbaths,  since  November  15, 
1892 — one  day  in  Rochester  and  one  after  presbytery  last  September. 
This  winter  it  is  home  class  work  in  Sabbath  School,  family  re-union, 
(sleighing  passable,)  a  pleasant  surprise  party  and  a  gift  of  ten  volumes 
of  Spurgeon's  Sermons  to  two  of  our  members  December  27th  in 
the  evening,  and  preaching  in  school  house  every  fourth  Sabbath 
at  three  P.  M.  Wm.  McFarland. 
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We  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  volume  entitled  "Misunder- 
stood Scriptures,"  by  Rev.  Robert  Neviu  D.  D.,  for  many  years  pas- 
tor of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  congregation  of  Londonderry, 
Ireland.  The  work  is  intended  to  be  a  critical  examination  of  some 
passages  in  the  inspired  word,  respecting  the  import  of  which  there 
has  been  much  discussion  and  difference  of  opinion ;  with  a  view  to 
establish  the  real  meaning.  The  subjects  discussed  are  all  of  them  inter- 
esting, and  some  of  them,  e.  g.,  Psalms,  hymns  and  odes  inspired, 
(Eph.  5:  19),  the  Christian  Sabbath,  (Heb.  4*  9),  of  great  present 
practical  importance.  We  would  like  to  see  the  volume  introduced 
into  all  our  homes.  It  contains  also  the  biographical  sketch  of  the 
author's  life  by  Dr.  Chancellor,  and  the  funeral  sermon  by  Prof. 
Dick.  To  subscribers  in  the  Unites  States  the  price  is  but  seventy- 
3ve  cents,  including  postage.  The  price  of  twelve  copies  will  pay 
for  thirteen.  Address,  Mrs.  K.  Nevin,  Queen  street,  Londonderry, 
Ireland. 

The  Ladies  Missionary  Society  of  the  Utica  congregation  has  held 
in  the  year  just  closed  ten  regular  and  one  called  meetings.  Our 
society  has  forty-four  members.  A  loved  and  loving  member  has 
passed  away  during  the  year,  one  who  was  always  faithful  to  the  cause 
of  missions — Mrs.  Jane  Boyd  Dunlap.  We  have  raised  $143.64,  of 
which  the  following  distribution  has  been  made  :  Foreign  Missions, 
$60;  Mountain  School,  $42.  We  also  provided  clothing  and  bed- 
ding for  the  year  for  a  promising  young  Indian  boy  at  the  mission, 
George  Takawana,  for  which  we  received  from  him  an  interesting 
letter  of  thanks.  The  value  of  box  sent  was  $30.  We  held  in  Sep- 
tember a  missionary  tea  from  which  we  realized  $6.66.  It  was  a 
very  pleasant  entertainment.  We  had  devotional  exercises  and  short 
select  readings.  Balance  in  treasury,  $11.64.  Looking  over  the 
past  year  we  have  great  reason  for  thankfulness. 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Boyd,  President. 

Mrs.  Charley  Travel,  Secretary. 


u  We  WERE  talking  not  long  .since  with  a  gentleman,  who  was  an 
Odd  Fellow  and  also  a  Knight  of  Pythias,  in  relation  to  the  Christ- 
less  prayers  and  other  religious  exercises  of  these  orders.  He  was 
confident  that  we  were  mistaken,  and  to  convince  us,  procured  a  copy 
of  the  prayer  which  is  used  in  the  lodges  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected. Before  seeing  the  prayers  we  said  to  him  that  if  Christ's 
name  was  used  in  them,  or  any  reference  made  to  him  or  his  atone- 
ment, we  would  give  up  the  whole  matter.  The  prayers  were  handed 
to  us,  and  we  read.  Christ's  name  was  not  in  them,  and  there  was 
not  the  slightest  reference  to  him  or  his  offices.  The  gentleman  ad- 
mitted this,  but  had  never  given  the  matter  his  attention  before. 
Subsequently  he  made  this  somewhat  sharp  point:  'You/ said  he, 
'are  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  you  vote  and  exercise  other 
rights  of  citizenship  under  the  Constitution,  but  that  Constitution 
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ignores  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ/  Our  answer  was,  first,  that  we  were 
doing  all  we  could  to  have  that  defect  in  the  Constitution  remedied 
by  the  adoption  of  the  Religious  Amendment,  and,  second,  the  gov- 
ernment does  not  by  law  prohibit  the  use  of  the  name  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  in  prayers  and  religious  services  provided  for  by  it.  If 
it  prohibited  its  chaplains  in  Congress  and  in  the  Navy  from  using 
the  name  of  Jesus  in  their  prayers,  we  would  have  no  incorporation 
with  it,  just  as  we  have  no  incorporation  with  Odd  Fellows,  Knights 
of  Pythias,  etc.  He  did  not  further  insist  upon  this  point." — Chris- 
tian Instructor. 

It  seems  strange  he  did  not,  for  certainly  he  was  not  convinced. 
The  reply  of  a  Covenanter  would  have  been  :  "  We  do  not  vote  or 
exercise  certain  other  rights  of  citizenship  for  the  very  reason  that 
you  mention — the  Constitution  ignores  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ/' 
Which  is  the  more  satisfactory  ? 

A  CORRESPONDENT  in  South  Carolina,  Mr.  James  Hemphill,  of 
Chester,  writes  us,  as  to  the  Covenanter  Church  :  "  lam  pretty  well 
acquainted  with  the  history  and  doctrines  of  that  church,  not  only 
from  knowledge  of  the  members,  but  from  the  sketches  in  Dr. 
Sprague's  Annals  of  the  American  Pulpit,  as  well  as  from  other 
sources.  About  sixty  years  ago  I  heard  Revs.  John  Kell,  Gavin  Mc- 
Millan and  Ebenezer  Cooper  preach  ;  also  I  knew  and  heard  several 
young  ministers,  Messrs.  Fisher,  Scott,  A.  W.  Black,  John  McMaster. 
I  am  not  sure  about  the  church  called  Rocky  Creek,  but  the  principal 
church  was  a  brick  church,  where  several  ministers  were  buried  and 
-,where  I  frequently  attended.  It  so  happened  that  I  taught  a  school 
for  a  short  time  in  1830,  at  which  Mr.  Johnston  McClurkin  com- 
menced the  studv  of  Latin  with  me.  You  may  infer  from  the  dates 
of  my  reminiscences  that  I  am  no*,  a  youth,  being  in  my  eighty-first 
year.  Since  the  war  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  Dr.  Steven- 
son, of  New  York,  Dr.  S.  O.  Wylie,  of  Philadelphia,  and  also  Mr. 
Bowden,  of  New  York." 

In  the  services  of  the  Spring  (.lurden  mission  the  children  are  taught 
to  sing  the  Psalms.  This  they  do  with  spirit  and  enthusiasm.  In 
the  borough  is  a  public  school  building  of  four  rooms.  One  of  our 
teachers  teaches  also  in  the  public  school.  When  it  opened  last  fall 
she  was  desirous  of  instructing  the  children  in  singing.  On  testing 
their  musical  tastes  she  learned  that  they  would  rather  sing  from  the 
Psalm  book  than  from  any  other.  From  that  time  every  morning 
several  selections  from  the  Psalms  arc  sung  in  her  room.  The  other 
teachers  heard  the  .sound  of  the  music.  Learning,  on  inquiry,  that 
the  children  delighted  in  singing  the  IValms,  they  introduced  them 
into  their  rooms.  Rooks  were  procured,  and  now  the  whole  school 
spends  a  portion  of  the  day  in  the  delightful  exercise  of  Psalm  sing- 
ing. The  children  sing  them  in  their  homes.  The  influence  starting 
at  the  mission  has  gone  out  until  now  Spring  Garden  borough  is  a 
Psalm   singing   community.     The   mission    has  done   much   for  the 
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morality  of  the  neighborhood.  Entering,  a  short  time  ago,  the  home 
of  a  little  girl  that  attended  the  mission  one  of  the  first  things  that 
met  my  eye  was  a  large  beer  bottle  standing  on  the  table.  It  did  not 
occur  to  the  father  that  the  huge  bottle  was  anything  of  which  to  be 
ashamed.  The  little  girl,  however,  thought  differently.  She  had 
been  taught  that  intemperance  is  a  gross  sin.  Watching  her  chance 
she  seized  the  bottle  and  bore  it  off  behind  her  to  where  she  could 
hide  it.  She  was  a  little  witness  bearer  against  the  habits  of  her 
father.  One  of  the  best  testimonials  as  to  the  results  of  the  moral 
training  through  our  mission,  was  given  by  one  of  the  older  citizens 
of  the  borough  not  long  ago.  He  himself  was  heartily  in  favor  of 
the  saloon.  He  was  uttering  a  sort  of  lamentation  over  the  present 
condition  of  affairs  there.  In  a  sorrowful  tone  of  voice  lie  said  : 
"  Some  years  ago  the  borough  kept  three  good  saloons  busy,  but  now  it 
was  difficult  to  keep  one  running."  We  hope,  with  God's  blessing  on 
our  work,  before  long  to  see  the  last  one  closed.        J.  B.  McIsaac. 
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FIRST    QUARTER,    1894. 


LESSON    VIII, 

TRIAL  OF  ABRAHAM'S 

1.  And  it  came  to  pass  after  these 
thing*,  that  God  did  tempt  Abraham, 
;md  said  unto  him,  Abraham  :  and  he 
said,  Behold,  here  I  am. 

2.  And  he  said,  Take  now  thy  son, 
thine  only  son  Isaac,  whom  thou  lov- 
est,  and  net  thee  into  the  land  of  Mo- 
riah  ;  and  ofter  him  there  for  a  burnt 
offering  upon  one  of  the  mountains 
which  I  will  tell  thee  of. 

3.  And  Abraham  rose  up  early  in 
the  morning,  and  saddled  his  ass,  and 
look  two  of  his  >oung  men  with  him. 
and  Isaac  his  sou,  and  clave  the  wood 
for  the  burnt  offering,  and  rose  up,  and 
went  unto  the  place  of  which  God  hud 
told  him. 

4.  Then  on  the  third  day  Abraham 
lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  saw  the  place 
afar  of!. 

5.  Ard  Abraham  said  unto  his  young 
men.  Abide  ye  here  with  the  ass  ;  and 
I  and  the  lad  will  go  yonder  and  wor- 
ship, and  come  again  to  you. 

6.  Ana  Abraham  took  the  wood  of 
the  burnt  offering,  and  laid  it  upon 
Isaac  his  son  ;  and  he  took  the  fire  in 
his  hand,  and  a  knife  ;  and  they  went 
both  of  them  together. 


—February-  25. 

FAITH.-Genesia  22: 1-18. 

7.  And  Isaac  spake  unto  Abraham 
nis  lather,  and  said,  My  father  :  and  he 
said,    Here    am    I,  my  son.     And   he* 
said,  Behold  tha  me  and  the  wood  :  but 
where  is  the  lamb  for  a  burnt  offering? 

8.  And  Abraham  said,  My  son,  God 
will  provide  himself  a  lamb  for  a  burnt 
offering  :  so  they  went  both  of  them 
together. 

9.  And  they  came  to  the  place  which 
God  had  told  him  of;  and  Abraham 
built  an  altar  there,  and  laid  the  wood 
in  order,  and  bound  Isaac  his  son,  and 
laid  him  on  the  altar  upon  the  wood. 

10.  And  Abraham  stretched  forth  his 
hand,  and  took  the  knile  to  slay  his  son. 

11  And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  called 
unto  him  out  of  heaven,  and  said, 
Abraham,  Abraham  :  and  he  said,  Here 
am  I. 

12.  And  he  said,  Lay  not  thine  hand 
upon  the  lad,  neither  do  thou  anything 
unto  him  :  for  now  I  know  that  thou 
fearest  God,  seeing  thou  hast  not  with- 
held thy  son,  thine  only  son,  from  me. 

13.  And  Abraham  lifted  up  his  eyes, 
aid  looked,  and  behold  behind  him  a 
ram  caught  in  a  thicket  by  his  horns  : 
and  Abraham  went  anil  took  the  ram, 
and  offered  him  up  for  a  burnt  offeiing 
in  the  stead  of  his  son. 
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Golden  Text  :  By  faith  AbraJiam,  when  he  was  tried,  offered  up 
Isaac. — Heb.  11  :  17. 

Abraham  was  now  at  Beer-sheba,  forty-five  miles  south  of  Jerusa- 
lem. The  mount  upon  which  the  sacrifice  was  to  be  made  was 
Moriah,  upon  which  afterward  the  temple  was  built.  It  is  impossible 
to  say  for  certain  how  old  Isaac  was,  probably  in  the  ueigliborhood  of 
twenty. 

I.  God  for  the  trial  of  the  faith  of  his  people  ofttimes  subjects 
them  to  sore  trials.  Tempt,  prove,  bring  to  light  the  real  state.  (James 
1 :  13.)  Abraham  is  the  only  one  of  whom  we  read  that  was  exposed 
to  so  severe  a  test.  God  is  so  indulgent  to  our  infirmities  that  he  does 
not  thus  try  our  faith.  Still  in  some  way  he  does  try  it.  The  Scrip- 
ture does  not  say  "  Blessed  is  the  man  that  escapeth  temptation/'  but 
"  Blessed  is  the  man  that  eudureth  temptation." 

II.  The  commands  and  calls  of  God  are  to  be  promptly  and  im- 
plicitly obeyed.  Abraham  did  not  hesitate  a  moment  after  the  com- 
mand was  given.  He  " rose  up  early"  The  first  dawnings  of  the 
morning  were  scarcely  early  enough  for  his  haste.  Implicit,  prompt, 
cheerful  obedience  is  what  God  expects  of  us.  "Ours  not  to  reason 
why,  ours  to  do  or  die."     "  If  ye  love  me,  keep  my  commandments." 

III.  Hindrances  and  obstacles  are  to  be  removed  out  of  the  way 
and  not  made  an  excuse  for  failure  to  perform  our  duty.  Abraham 
might  have  made  many  excuses.  The  defeating  of  God's  plans  by 
the  slaying  of  the  child  of  promise  would  have  been  regarded  by 
many  as  sufficient  to  justify  a  different  course.  Not  only  did  Abra- 
ham not  look  for  excuses,  but  he  removed  hindrances  out  of  the  way. 
Before  starting  he  "  clave  the  wood."  He  took  it  with  him  and  also 
the  fire.  When  he  came  near  the  mount  he  commanded  the  young 
men  to  remain  behind,  while  he  and  the  lad  would  go  on.  Abraham's 
example  is  worthy  of  imitation.  Excuse  makers  are  poor  helpers. 
The  worker  God  honors  is  he  who  regards  each  hindrance  as  one  more 
call  to  duty. 

IV.  The  grace  of  God  is  sufficient  for  all  our  trials.  How  re- 
markable was  Abraham's  faith.  Nothing  in  the  narrative  indicates 
there  was  the  least  perturbation.  As  if  engaged  in  ordinary  service 
he  obeys.  Never  once  does  he  hesitate.  It  seems  as  though  God  was 
engaged  in  a  personal  contest.  How  every  word  in  verse  2  cut  like 
the  sharp  blade  of  a  knife.  The  question  in  verse  7  sorely  tried  him 
but  he  was  sustained.  He  persists,  all  the  time  believing.  Not  till 
the  blade  flashed  in  the  light  as  it  was  about  to  descend  did  God  in- 
terpose.    How  sustaining  is  divine  grace!     Let  us  trust  to  it. 

V.  God  in  his  own  time  and  way  will  grant  deliverance.  The 
blade  did  not  descend,  God  interposed.  Isaac  was  spared,  a  victim 
was  provided.  God  never  fails  to  vindicate  a  well-grounded  confidence. 
The  world  says  :  "  The  darkest  hour  is  just  before  the  dawn."  The 
Christian  says  :  "  At  evening  time  it  shall  be  light."  "  Man's  ex- 
tremity is  God's  opportunity."  When  we  are  weak  then  are  we 
strong.     It  was  when 'the  three  captives  were  in  the  fiery  furnace  "  the 
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form "  of  one  "like  the  Son  of  God"  was  seen  with  them.  "Let 
not  your  heart  be  troubled,"  says  the  Lord  Jesus.  "  Be  of  good 
cheer,  I  have  overcome  the  world." 

Tliis  "  offering  of  his  only  begotten  son  "  by  Abraham  suggests  the 
offering  by  the  heavenly  Father  of  his  Son.  (John  3:  16.)  God's 
children  should  go  through  this  world,  not  with  heads  bowed  down, 
troubled  and  fearful,  but  with  heads  erect,  firm  step,  singing  and 
shouting  for  joy.  "  The  eternal  God  is  thy  refuge,  and  underneath 
are  the  everlasting  arms." 

Psalms  138:  1-3;  139:  21-24;  34:  18-22. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  87.      What  is  repentance  unto  life  ? 

An*.  Repentance  unto  life  is  a  saving  grace,  whereby  a  sinner, 
out  of  a  true  sense  of  sin,  and  apprehension  of  the  mercy  of  God  in 
Christ,  doth  with  grief  and  hatred  of  his  sin,  turn  from  it  unto  God, 
with  full  purpose  of,  and  endeavor  after,  new  obedience. 


LESSON    IX.— Tlarch    4. 

SELLING  THE  BIRTHRIGHT.— Genesis  25: 27-34. 


31.  And  Jacob  said,  Sell  me  this  day 
thy  birthright. 

32.  And  Esau  said,  Behold,  I  am  at 
the  point  to  die  :  and  what  profit  shall 
this  birthright  do  to  me? 

33.  And   Jacob  said,    Swear  to  me 
this  day  ;  and  he  sware  unto  him  :  and* 
he  sold  his  birthright  unto  Jacob. 

34.  Then  Jacob  gave  Esau  bread  and 
pottage  of  lentiles  ;  and  he  did  eat  and 
drink,  and  rose  up,  and  went  his  way. 


27.  And  the  boys  grew :  and  Esau 
was  a  conning  hunter,  a  man  of  the 
field :  and  Jacob  was  a  plain  man, 
dwelling  in  tents. 

28.  And  Isaac  loved  Esau,  because 
he  did  eat  of  his  venison  ;  but  Hebekah 
loved  Jacob. 

29.  And  Jacob  sod  pottage:  and 
Esau  came  from  the  field,  and  he  was 
faint : 

30.  And  Esau  said  to  Jacob,  Feed 
me,  I  pray  thee,  with  that  same  red 
pottage ;  for  I  am  faint  :  therefore  was 
his  name  called  Edom.  i  Tnus  Esau  despised  his  birthright. 

Golden  Text:  The  life  is  more  than  meat,  and  the  body  is  more 
than  raiment. — Luke  12  :  23. 

It  is  not  often  there  is  a  more  marked  contrast  between  brothers 
than  there  was  between  Jacob  and  Esau.  The  former  was,  naturally, 
long-headed,  unscrupulous,  selfish.  The  latter  open,  impulsive^ reck- 
less. It  was  divine  grace  that  made  the  difference  in  character  be- 
tween the  two.  Grace  had  in  the  heart  of  Jacob  souk*  verv  bad 
neighbors.  The  conflict  with  them  was  long  continued  and  severe. 
Jacob  was  a  plain,  i.  £.,  upright  man,  though  very  far  from  perfect. 
Isaac,  who  had  but  little  force,  was  drawn  to  Esau  ;  Rebecca  to  Jacob. 
There  was  much  in  common  between  mother  and  son.  She,  too,  was 
shrewd,  secretive  and  not  very  scrupulous  as  to  the  methods  to  be 
used  to  accomplish  her  ends. 

The  incident  recorded  in  these  verses  is  not  much  to  the  credit  of 
any  of  the  parties  concerned.  Jacob  evidently  had  been  thinking 
much  on  this  question  of  the  birthright  and  only  waiting  an  oppor- 
tunity to  gst  it  from   his  brother.     Now   the  opportunity  is  afforded. 
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Esau's  character  in  all  its  weakness  is  here  brought  to  light.  He  was 
hungry  and  tired.  It  would  have  required  considerable  time  to  pre- 
pare food.  Jacob's  pottage  was  already  made.  So  deliberately  he 
sold  his  birthright  for  a  mess  of  pottage.  Jacob's  conduct  shows  how 
highly  he  regarded  the  birthright,  but  how  unlovely,  how  1111  brotherly 
was  his  conduct !  Then  and  there  the  bargain  was  mac^  and  con- 
firmed, the  oath  taken.     Jacob  was  shrewd,  sharp. 

I.  Parents  should  be  very  careful  to  deal  impartially  witn  their 
children,  and  to  encourage  them  only  in  right  doing.  Rebecca  was,  no 
doubt,  to  an  extent  responsible  for  Esau's  wild  life.  She  was  more  of 
a  force  than  Isaac,  and  showed  in  the  most  unmistakable  way  her 
preference  for  Jacob.  She  gave  to  the  latter  lessons  in  deceit,  some- 
thing he  did  not  need  to  learn.  How  effective  her  lessons  were  his 
whole  life  tells. 

II.  It  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  we  form  a  correct  esti- 
mate as  to  what  is  of  real  value.  That  which  we  are  convinced  is  of 
greatest  worth  we  are  likely  to  strive  to  keep  or  obtain,  and  what  we 
regard  as  of  little  worth,  however  valuable  it  may  be,  we  are  ready  to 
give  up  without  a  struggle,  if  necessary. 

III.  It  is  greatest  folly  to  use  bad  or  doubtful  means  to  accom- 
plish good  ends.  Nothing  is  more  common.  Too  often  we  act  on  the 
principle  that  the  end  justifies  the  means.  One  of  the  mast  honored 
temperance  workers  in  the  country  publicly  boasted  how  by  misrepre- 
sentation he  had  obtained  much  needed  evidence.  Every  form  of 
evil  should  be  avoided.  If  the  good  is  to  be  ours  God  will  in  the 
right  way  and  time  secure  it  for  us,  if  we  use  the  means  and  wait. 
The  question  to  be  asked  is  not  what  and  how  can  we  get,  but  what 
and  how  would  God  have  us  get. 

Psalms  15;   101  :  1-4;  35:  1-5. 

SHORTER    CATECHISM. 

Que*.  88.  What  are  the  outward  meant*  whereby  ( 'hrid  communi- 
rateth  to  vs  the  benefits  of  redemption  ? 

Ana.  The  outward  and  ordinary  means  whereby  Christ  communj- 
cateth  to  us  the  benefits  of  redemption,  are  his  ordinances,  especially 
the  word,  sacraments,  and  prayer;  all  which  are  made  effectual  to  the 
elect  for  salvation. 

I.ISSON    X.-llsirch    II. 

JACOB  AT  BETHEL- Genesis  28:  10-22. 

10.  And  Jacob  went  out  from  Beer-  :  anuels  of  God  ascending  and  descend* 
sheba,  and  went  toward  Ilanm.  inii  on  it. 

11.  And  he  lighted  upon  a  certain  !  \X  And  behold,  the  Lord  stood 
place,  .and  tairied  there  all  nij*ht,  be-  above  it,  and  said,  lam  the  Lord  God 
cause  the  sun  was  set  ;  and  he  took  of  of  Abraham  thy  father,  and  the  God  of 
the  stone*  of  that  place,  and  put  them  Isaae  :  the  laud  whereon  thou  liest,  to 
for  his  pillows,  and  lay  down  in  that  thee  will  I  uive  it,  and  to  thy  seed.; 
place  to  sleep.  14.   And  'by  seed  shall  be  as  the  dual 

12.  And  he  dreamed,  and  behold  a  of  the  earth  ;  and  thou  shalt  spread 
ladder  set  up  on  the  earth,  and  the  top  abro  d  to  the  west,  and  to  the  east,  and 
of  it  reached  to  heaven  :  and  behold  the  to  the  north,  and  to  the  south  ;  and  in 
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tbee  and  thy  seed  shall  all  the  families 
of  the  earth  be  blessed. 

15.  And,  behold,  I  am  with  thee,  and 
will  keep  thee  in  all  places  whither 
thou  goest,  and  will  bring  thee  again 
into  this  land  :  for  I  will  not  leave 
thee,  until  I  have  done  that  which  I 
have  spoken  to  thee  of. 

16.  And  Jacob  awaked  out  of  his 
deep,  and  he  said,  Surely  the  Lord  is 
in  this  place  ;  and  I  knew  it  not. 

17.  And  he  was  afraid,  and  said, 
How  dreadful  is  this  place  !  this  is  none 
other  but  the  house  of  Cod,  and  this  is 
the  gate  of  heaven. 

18.  And  Jacob  rose  up  early  in  the 
morning,  and  took  tbe  stone  that  he 


had  put  for  his  pillows,  and  set  it  up 
for  a  pillar,  and  poured  oil  up  on  the  top 
of  it. 

19.  And  he  called  the  name  of  that 
place  Bethel :  but  the  name  of  the  city 
was  called  Luz  at  the  first. 

20.  And  Jacob  vowed  a  vow,  saying, 
If  God  will  he  with  me,  and  will  keep 
me  in  this  way  that  I  go,  and  will  give 
mo  bread  to  eat,  and  raiment  to  put  on, 

21.  So  that  I  come  again  to  my 
father's  house  in  peace  ;  then  shall  the 
Lord  be  my  God  : 

22.  And  this  stone,  which  I  have  set 
for  a  pillar,  shall  be  God's  house  ;  and 
of  all  that  thou  shalt  give  me  1  will 
surely  give  the  tenth  unto  thee. 


Golden  Text  :  Behold  I  am  with  thee,  and  will  keep  thee. — Gen. 
28:15. 

It  was  Jacob's  sharp  practice  that  necessitated  his  leaving  home. 
During  the  forty  years'  absence  he  was  made  more  than  once  to  suffer 
for  his  deceit  practiced  on  his  brother.  Rebekah  never  saw  her  son 
again.  Deceitful  practices  never  pay.  God  never  deserts  those  who 
in  heart  are  true  to  him,  even  though  their  acts  do  not  always  meet 
with  his  approval.  When  about  fifty  miles  from  home,  perhaps  on 
the  evening  of  the  third  day  atfer  leaving,  Jacob  enjoyed  a  most 
blessed  vision.  Alone,  tired,  saddened  and  perplexed,  he  lay  down, 
with  stones  for  his  pillow,  a  very  common  custom  at  the  present  time 
in  Palestine,  and  dreamed.  The  ladder,  no  doubt,  symbolized  to  him 
open  communication  between  earth  and  heaven  ;  the  angels  ascending 
and  descending,  prayers  and  answers.  Interpreted  by  the  New 
Testament  the  dream  has  a  fullness  of  meaning,  of  which  Jacob  had 
little  conception  !  How  comforting  the  conviction  that  after  all  he 
was  not  alone  !  How  comforting  the  assurance;  of  the  presence  and 
the  promise  of  the  Lord  I  'T was  a  dream  and  yet  a  reality.  The 
God  of  his  fathers  is  his  God.  Promises  made  to  them  are  now  made 
to  him  and  his  seed.  He  obtains  in  the  right  way  the  birthright. 
Company,  protection,  success  and  restoration  are  all  assured. 

The  effect  of  this  vision  on  Jacob  was  to  fill  him  with  a  holy  awe. 

The  revelation  was  an  unexpected  surprise.     He  so  marked  the  place 

that  on  his  return  he  might  again  recognize  it,  and  with  oil  consecrated 

it  to  God.     To   perpetuate   the   vision    he  called   it   Bethel,  house  of 

Ood,  and  then  in  a  most  solemn  manner  he  covenanted,  that,  in  return 

for  what  God  would  do  for  him,  he,  when  he  would  come  back'  to  his 

father's  house,  would  give  Jehovah  the  supreme  place  in  his  affections 

.and  worship,  erect  here  an  altar  for  his   service,  and   acknowledge  his 

allegiance  to  him  by  giving  him  a  tenth  of  all  his  earnings.    As  to  what 

extent,  if  any,  Jacob    was  endeavoring  to  make  a    bargain  with  God, 

opinions  differ.     His  dealings  with  his  fellow-men  awaken  a  suspicion. 

We  have  access  through  Jesus  Christ  at  all  times.  Let  us  avail 
ourselves  of  it. 
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Care  should  be  taken  to  keep  in  remembrance  precious  seasons 
communion  with  God.     They  should  be  frequently  thought  ov^r  ai 
talked  about. 

Means  of  grace  are  not  all,  but  they  are  much.  He  who  has  t 
opportunity  of  using  them  but  refuses  to  do  so,  makes  himself  wis 
than  God.  He  does  what  the  Saviovr  himself  when  on  earth  nev 
did.  Not  once  did  he  intimate  they  were  of  little  value  howev 
much  he  condemned  (hose  who  misused  them. 

Devoted  followers  of  Christ  will  devote  to  him  their  worldly  good 
He  is  not  much  of  a  Christian  who  says  he  is  perfectly  willing! 
trust  his  soul  into  God's  keeping,  and  yet  who  is  not  willing  to  tru 
that  same  God  with  a  ten  dollar  bill,  when  his  cause  needs  it.  "G( 
loveth  a  cheerful  giver."  Systematic  giving  is  necessary.  In  this  a{ 
no  one  should  ever  be  satisfied  with  giving  less  than  a  tenth,  and  ie 
with  giving  only  a  tenth. 

Psalms  76:  7-12;  116:  13-19;  138:  1-3. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  89.     How  is  the  word  made  effectual  to  salvation  t 
Ans.     The  Spirit  of  God   maketh  the  reading,  but  especially  tl 
preaching  of  the  word,  an  effectual  means  of  convincing  and  conver 
ing  sinners,  and  of  building  them  up  in  holiness  and  comfort,  throuf 
faith,  unto  salvation. 


LESSON  XI.— Iflarch  18. 

TEMPERANCE  LESSON. -Pro verbs  20: 1-7. 


1.  Wine  is  a  mocker,  strong  drink  is 
raging :  and  whosoever  is  deceived 
thereby  is  not  wise. 

2.  The  fear  of  a  king  is  as  the  roar- 
ing of  a  Hon  :  whoso  provoketh  him  to 
anger  sinneth  against  his  own  soul. 

3.  It  is  an  honour  for  a  man  to  cease 
from  strife  ;  but  every  fool  will  be 
meddling. 

4.  The  sluggard  will  not  plough  by 


reason  of  the  cold  ;  therefore  shall 
beg  in  harvest,  and  have  nothing. 

5.  Counsel  in  the  heart  of  man  is  11 
deep  water  ;  but  a  man  of  understai 
ing  will  draw  it  out. 

6.  Most  men  will  proclaim  every  < 
his  own  goodness  :  but  a  faithful  no 
who  can  find  ? 

7.  The  just  man  walketh  in  his 
tegiity  ;  his  children  are  blessed  a( 
him. 


Golden  Text  :  Wine  is  a  mocker,  strong  drink  is  raging ;  a 
whomever  is  deceived  thereby  is  not  wise. — Pro  v.  20:  1. 

The  effect  of  intoxicating  drink  is  to  make  its  victim  a  fool,  a  bn 
or  a  knave.  Its  danger  is  largely  in  its  power  to  deceive.  He  w 
uses  it  as  a  beverage  generally  imagines  he  is  in  no  danger,  and  01 
when  it  is  too  late  realizes  his  mistake.  He  imagines  also  he  < 
ceives  others  as  to  his  habits.  It  is  amusing  were  it  not  so  seriou* 
matter  to  see  the  absurd  efforts  made  by  moderate  drinkers  to  prev< 
those  about  them  "smelling  their  breath."  The  wise  man  will  le 
alone.  He  who  unnecessarily  exposes  himself  to  danger  is  a  suici 
to  strife,  is  without  honor  and  good  sense,  to  temptation  to  a  life 
indolence,  will  likely  and  deservedly  come  to  want.  The  drunk] 
so  does.     The  only  safeguard   against  temptation  to  intemperanc 
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given  in  Ephesians  5 :  18.     To  those  who  are  filled  with  the  Spirit 
and  their  seed  is  the  promise. 

Rsalms  9:  1-20;    141  :  1-4;    10:  13-15. 

SHORTER  CATECHISM. 

Que8.  90.  How  is  the  word  to  be  read  and  heard,  that  it  may  be- 
come  effectual  unto  salvation  ? 

Ans.  That  the  word  may  become  effectual  to  salvation,  we  must 
attend  thereunto  with  diligence,  preparation,  and  prayer;  receive  it 
with  faith  and  love,  lay  it  up  in  our  hearts,  and  practice  it  in  our  lives. 


LfcSSON    XII.— ITCarch    25, 

REVIEW. -Hebrews  11 : 1-20. 

Golden  Text  :  lam  the  God  of  Abrafuam,  and  the  God  of  Isaac, 
and  tlie  God  of  Jacob.  God  is  not  the  God  of  the  dead,  but  of  the 
living.— Matt.  22 :  32. 

Repeat  the  Golden  Texts,  give  the  names  of  the  prominent  char- 
acters mentioned,  and  the  incidents  in  their  lives  referred  to;  the 
names  and  locations  of  the  principal  places ;  the  references  to  Christ, 
direct  or  indirect,  typical  or  otherwise";  the  different  names  given  to 
God,  and  their  meaning,  and  the  especial  reason  why  in  any  particu- 
lar case  used;  and  some  of  the  practical  lessons  taught  in  the  lessons. 

Psalms  78:  1-4 ,  86  :  8-13 ;  89  :  13,  14. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  91  •  How  do  the  sacraments  become  effectual  means  of  salva- 
tion* 

Ans.  The  sacraments  become  effectual  means  of  salvation,  not  from 
any  virtue  in  them,  or  in  him  that  doth  administer  them  ;  but  only  by 
the  blessing  of  Christ,  and  the  working  of  his  Spirit  in  them  that  by 
faith  receive  them. 


Marriages, 


By  Rev.  J.  A.  Duff,  at  Chicago,  111.,  January  22,  1894,  Andrew  T.  Kennedy, 
of  Oakdale,  111.,  and  Mrs.  Mauy  Bkown,  of  Chicago. 


Register  of    Baptisms 


pass. 


Pteri  KtttwDMl 
lucylUy 


••••••  •**•••»»••• 


PABEXTfl. 


I  WHEN  'cUMiKEOA-! 

WHEN  BORN.       1AmZEP.  T|UN.  MIMHTKR. 


Win  &  8.  E.McCurmick  June  7,  '93...  Jan.  128,  "J4..  N.Conconl  J.  M.  Faris. 
S.  8.  &  E.  J.  Chapman.  May  2,r>, '9:1..  "  "         I 
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Mr.  J.  B.  Farib,  brother  of  Rev.  D.  S.  Faris,  of  Sparta,  an  elder  in  our  con- 
gregation, died  January  24,  1894,  after  a  brief  sickness  with  pneumonia.  He 
was  a  Sabbath  School  teacher  and  a  most  faithful  member  of  our  church. 

A.  \a.  S. 


The  recent  months  were  noteworthy  on  account  of  the  mortality  among  the 
aged.  The  Walton,  New  York,  congregation  lost  eight  during  the  last  year, 
"members  greatly  missed."  Their  names  are  Georgk  Kili'atkick  aud  Janettb 
his  wife,  Jank  Russell,  Martha  Hamilton,  Jean  Easson,  Anna  Alex- 
ander, Timothy  Sanderson  aud  his  brother  Robert  G.  Sanderson. 

S.  G.  S. 

Jane  Robertson,  eldest  daughter  of  the  later  John  and  Rebecca  Robertson, 
died  suddenly  at  her  home  on  Sabbath,  July  23,  1803.  She  was  born  October 
29,  1829,  and  was  baptized  in  the  First  R  formed  Presbyterian  congregation. 
New  York.  She  made  a  profession  of  her  faith  in  Christ  September  13,  18VT. 
She  was  interested  in  the  work  of  the  church  of  God  ;  especially  so  in  the  First 
congregation.  All  through  its  trials  she  stood  by  it  maintaining  the  principles 
of  the  church.  Her  place  in  God's  house  was  seldom  vacant.  The  communion 
seasons  were  her  harvest  times.  From  the  time  she  was  admitted  to  member- 
ship she  missedjbut  one  communion.  She  will  be  missed  as  all  faithful  witnesses 
are.  But  her  example  and  fidelity  stimulate  and  encourage.  u  Watch  ye  there- 
fore for  at  euch  a  time  as  ye  think  not  the  Son  of  man  cometh."  Com. 

Died  June  9,  1892,  at  his  home  in  Clarinda,  Iowa,  Mr.  David  Porter,  in 
the  8lst  year  of  his  age.  He  had  been  in  feeble  health  for  some  time,  but  the 
immediate  cause  of  his  death  was  paralysis.  Mr.  Porter  was  born  of  Covenanter 
parents  in  the  County  Armagh,  Ireland,  in  the  month  of  November,  1811.  He 
came  to  this  country  in  1333  and  united  with  the  old  side  Covenanter  Church,  in 
which  he  lived  an  honest  and  consistent  member  till  his  death.  Mr.  Porter  was 
a  man  of  strong  convictions  and  when  duty  indicated  the  way  he  endeavored  to 
follow .  He  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  G  rey,  February  4, 1835.  Eleven  children 
four  sons  and  seven  daughters  blessed  their  home.  Hut  death  entered  their 
happy  dwelling,  and  three  sons  and  five  daughters  preceded  him  to  his  happy 
home  in  the  heavenly  county.  An  aged  widow,  one  son,  two  daughters  remain 
to  mourn  their  loss  Hut  in  their  sorrow  they  aie  comforted  with  the  hope  that 
their  loss  is  his  eternal  gain  The  sleep  of  the  just  is  in  Jesus  who  takes  care 
of  the  body  as  well  as  the  soul.  Com. 

Robert  Kennedy  Toaz  died  April  G,  1893,  at  the  home  of  his  sou-iu-law 
Joseph  i>.  Robinson,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  in  the  79th  year  of  his  age.  He  was 
born  in  county  Derry,  Ireland.  His  father  was  a  Presbyterian  minister  but 
dying  when  his  son  was  quite  young  he  was  brought  up  under  the  pastoral  care 
of  Dr.  Barnard,  of  Mnnuymorc.  At  an  early  age  he  united  with  the  church  aud 
was  made  ruling  elder  in  his  24th  year.  Several  years  later  he  married  Ellen 
Davison,  lie  early  determined  after  examination  that  the  principles  held  by  the 
Covenanter  Church  were  nearest  the  tiuih,  and  when  in  1850  he  with  his  family 
came  to  this  country  settling  in  Maine,  wheie  he  had  relatives,  he  found  he 
could  not  conscientiously  unite  with  any  church  there,  ho,  after  a  correspondence 
with  Rev.  David  Scott,  of  Rochester,  removed  then;  and  united  with  that 
congicgation.  lie  was  installed  ruling  elder  about  187*2.  After  a  short  illness 
he  fell  asleep  in  Christ  having  an  assurance  ol  a  glorious  resurrection.  He  was 
the  father  ol  eight  childien,  of  whom  three  m>iis  and  two  daughters,  besides  six- 
teen grandchildren  and  one  sister  survive  him.  Jos.  U.  Robinson. 

Mrs.  Nancy  Marshall,  for  more  than  fortv  veais  a  member  of  Old  Bethel 
congregation,  died  August  L'8,  1S1KJ.  She  was  79  years  old  at  her  death.  She 
came  with  her  lather  to  thiscountiy  in  l£17.  lie  setthd  in  South  Carolina, 
where  the  family  remained  till  18-1*.  lie  then  lelt  South  Carolina  on  account  of 
slavery.  His  brothers  were  slave  holdeis.  hut  he  could  not  endure  that  system 
of  tyranny,  and  so  left  his  brothers  in  South  Carolina  and  came  to  Illinois.  Mrs. 
Maibhall  was  twice  married  ;  lirst  to  Robert  Rcdputh  in  LSiu,  and  after  his  death 
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to  Dr.  Marshall  in  1854.  She  has  long  since  been  left  a  widow.  But  she  did  not 
allow  her  sorrow  to  crush  her.  She  was  resigned  to  the  will  of  God.  She  was 
of  a  quiet  and  retiring  disposition.  She  succeeded  most  admirably,  be  it  said  to 
her  praise,  in  living  peaceably  with  all  men.  She  was  a  consistent  and  conscien- 
tious Christian  woman.  All  who  knew  her  speak  highly  of  her  worth.  Her 
dearest  interests  were  things  of  her  Saviour.  She  died  not  as  those  who  have 
no  hope,  she  believed  in  the  future  home,  and  she  left  this  earthly  home  with 
high  hopes  of  entering  the  eternal  home.  "  Blessed  a:e  the  dead  which  die  in 
the  Lord  from  henceforth  :  yea,  saith  the  Spirit,  that  they  may  rest  from  their 
labors;  and  their  works  do  follow  them,"  R.  C.  Reed. 

Thb  following  minute  on  the  death  of  31  it.  S.  P.  Johnston,  was  adopted  by 
the  board  of  deacons  of  the  United  Miami  congregation  : 

It  is  with  a  deep  sense  of  loss  both  to  the  congregation  and  our  board  of 
deacons  that  we  record  the  d«  ath  of  Mr.  S.  P.  Johnston,  chosen  and  ordained  a 
deacon  of  the  First  Miami  congregation  about  the  year  1853.  He  continued  in 
the  active  exercise  of  his  office  until  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a  man  of 
physical  energy  and  strong  will,  yet  withal  of  a  kindly  heart.  He  was  a  true 
and  loyal  friend  ;  an  upright,  blameless  and  consecrated  Christian  ;  an  intelli- 
gent and  uncompromising  Covenanter  ;  and  a  diligent  and  faithful  deacon.  He 
was  exemplary  in  waiting  upon  the  ordinances  and  in  attending  meetings  of  the 
board.  He  was  thoroughly  devoted  to  the  congregation,  ever  seeking  to  promote 
it*  interests.  The  language  of  his  conduct  wns  that  he  set  Jerusalem  above  his 
chiefest  joy.  In  this  providence  we  would  hear  the  Master  calling  to  us  to  be 
more  diligent  and  faithful  in  our  official  duty,  seeing  that  our  time  of  service 
most  also  soon  close.  While  mourning  the  loss  of  our  brother  in  olllce,  we 
would  record  our  thanks  to  God  for  the  good  woik  which  he  enabled  him  to  ac- 
complish during  so  many  years  ;  and  for  his  life  of  true  piety  which  he  caused 
him  to  live  ;  which  furnish  a  ground  of  hope  and  confidence  to  us  that  having 
finished  his  work  he  has  gone  to  receive  and  enjv,y  his  everlasting  reward. 
"Blesse  1  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord  from  henceforth  ;  yea  saith  the 
Spirit,  that  they  may  rest  from  their  labors  ;  and  their  works  do  follow  them." 

W.  J.  FoKSYTir,  Chairman. 
IX.  G.  Heed,  Secretary. 

Elizabeth  K.  (Robb)  McBukney  was  born  Juno  21,  1835.  Her  early  life 
was  marked  with  fervent  piety,  which  was  manifest  by  her  love  for  the  house  of 
<iod  and  an  early  profession  of  her  faith.  She  was  married  October  13,  1859, 
and  from  this  time  until  her  death  she  lived  near  Primrose,  Pa.  They  acted  the 
part  of  the  wise  and  built  their  house  upon  the  rock.  Their  children  numbeied 
eight,  live  sons  and  three  daughters.  One  of  the  daughteis  was  taken  away  at 
an  early  age,  Some  of  the  others  are  well  known  in  the  work  of  the  church. 
Kate  is  in  the  Indian  Mission  ;  (J.  H.  is  pastor  at  Hickory  Grove,  Iowa  ;  Elmer 
is  a  liceutiate.  The  others  with  the  exception  of  out;  are  preparing  for  profes- 
sional life.  The  home  was  well  located  for  mission  woik  as  it  was  a  mining 
district.  The  members  of  the  family  were  active  workers  among  the  miners, 
and  perhaps  some  have  been  brought  to  Christ  through  their  influence.  The 
expression  of  one  poor  woman  no  doubt,  voices  the  sentments  of  many.  When 
she  looked  upon  the  loved  face  for  the  last  time  she  said  :  There  never  was  such 
a  woman,  she  was  good  to  us  all."  She  was  also  an  active  member  of  the  mis- 
«aionary  society  aud  W.  C.  T.  U.  Perhaps  she  labored  beyond  her  strength, 
while  »*  was  gradually  slipping  away.  She  was  twice  befoie  near  the  gates  of 
death,  but  rallied  to  the  surprise  of  all.  Kach  attack  \\;is  of  a  similar  nature, 
aud  we  still  had  hope  even  when  very  low  that  she  would  recover.  Her  work 
was  done  and  she  was  called  away  <>n  the  30th  of  .June,  18!.K>.  The  start 
of  her  last  sickness  was  a  fall  coining  from  church  in  January.  For  a  time  the 
injury  did  not  appear  seriou-,  but  oh!  symptoms  returned  and  there  was  a 
gradual  sinking  until  she  breathed  her  last.  The  post  mortem  showed 
that  there  was  a  complication  of  diseases.  While  visiting  her  we  always  found 
her  ready  to  talk  about  the  work  of  the  chinch  aud  her  own  inteiest  in  Christ. 
And  when  speaking  about  preaching,  she  said  :  when  I  am  able  to  attend,  preach 
from  John  11:28.  "The  Master  is  come  and  calieth  for  thee."  That  time 
■ever  came,  but  that  the  promise  as  far  as  possible  might  be  fulfilled,  these  words 
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were  chosen  as  a  text  for  her  funeral  address.  "Her  children  arise  up  and 
call  her  blessed  ;  her  husband  also  and  he  praiseth  her.  She  stretched  out  her 
hands  to  the  poor :  yea  she  reacheth  forth  her  hands  to  the  needy."     8.  G.  C. 

Elder  Robert  Patslky,  of  Beaver  Falls,  Pa.,  congregration,  died  October  25, 
1893,  a«:ed  74.  The  deceased  was  a  member  in  early  life  of  the  1st  Philadelphia 
congregation,  Rev.  Dr.  James  M.  Willson,  pastor,  then  of  the  3d  Philadelphia, 
which  was  formed  of  part  of  Dr.  Willson's  charge,  and  of  which  Rev.  Dr.  A.  M, 
Milligan  became  pastor.  He  then  removed  to  New  Alexandria,  whither  the  pastor 
had  returned,  and  thence  to  Pittsburgh,  under  the  same  pastor.  His  home  for  a 
number  of  years  had  been  in  Beaver  Falls,  where  he  managed  an  extensive  stove 
works.  Mr.  Paisley  was  most  reliable,  a  man  of  activity  and  probity.  He  leaves 
a  widow,  a  son  and  a  daughter,  who  with  great  grandchildren  mourn  his  lees. 
He  was  buried  in  Westmoreland  county. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  by  Beaver  Falls  session  : 

Wiikhkas,  It  has  pleased  the  Head  of  the  church  to  remove  by  death  October 
25,  1893,  Mr.  Robert  Paisley,  one  of  the  original  members  of  this  session, 
therefore, 

Resolved,  1st,  That  we  as  a  session  hereby  record  our  high  appreciation  of 
the  personal  worth  and  official  service  of  the  deceased  through  the  whole  history 
of  the  congregation. 

2d.  That  wo  express  our  deep  sen>e  of  loss  in  his  death  whose  kindly  disposi- 
tion, consistent  conduct,  unwavering  attachment  and  liberal  support  continued 
until  the  call  to  the  higher  service  of  heaven. 

3d.  That  we  sincerely  sympathize  willi  the  aged  widow  and  fatherless  children 
and  pray  that  this  dispensation  of  God's  providence  may  be  sanctified  to  them 
and  us  all,  and  that  we  will  regard  it  as  an  admonition  to  be  faithful  to  death 
and  watchful  with  hope  until  our  Lord  shall  call  us  to  our  eternal  reward. 

Died  at  her  late  residence  in  Wahoo,  Nob.,  Monday,  September  4,  1893,  Mrs. 
Patiknck  Caklislk,  aged  01  years.  Deceased  was  born  in  Fayette  county,' 
Ind.,  August  9,  18o2  Her  maiden  name  was  Patience  Stevenson.  She  was  an 
aunt  of  Rev.  ,1.  R.  W.  Stevenson,  who  until  lately  was  a  missionary  to  Cyprus. 
In  1848  she  was  married  to  eider  Geo.  S.  Carlisle,  who  with  seven  children,  six 
sons  and  one  daughter,  survive  her.  In  1849  Mrs.  Carlisle  united  with  the  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  Church,  and  was  a  faithful  and  devoted  member  until  her 
death.  The  husband  is  left  desolate.  Her  children  mourn  the  absence  of  one 
who  was  very  dear  to  them,  but  not  as  those  who  have  no  hope.  The  W.  C.  T. 
Union  of  Saunders  county,  have  lost  one  of  their  best  members.  The  congrega- 
tion miss  her  who  was  faithful  in  attendance  upon  all  the  services  of  the  church; 
always  ready  to  encourage  by  a  smile,  a  cheering  word,  a  helping  hand  ;  known 
and  loved  by  both  young  and  old  as  "Grandma  Carlisle."  All  who  knew  her 
will  remember  her  life  as  one  that  was  a  continual  self-sacritice  for  every  one, 
and  for  her  Lord  and  Saviour.  E.  McB. 

Resolutions  of  the  L.  M.  S.,  of  Wahoo  congregation  on  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Patience  Cai  lisle,  therefore, 

lienolved,  That  while  we  as  a  society,  already  few  in  numbers,  are  called  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  a  much  loved  sister  and  co  laborer,  we  humbly  bow  to  God's 
will  feeling  that  he  has  said  :     tk  Friend,  come  up  higher.'1 

2.  That  we  hereby  express  our  loving  appreciation  of  her  Christian  character, 
her  earnest  missionary   spirit  and  her   readiness  to  promote  the  interests  of  thiaa 
society,  and  ovcrv  other  good  work  in  the  congregation.     She  was  also  an  active 
member  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U. 

3.  That  we  feel  admonished  to  greater  diligence  while  wc  have  opportunity. 

4.  We  extend  our  heartfelt  sympathy  t«»  her  husband,  who  will  more  than  any 
one  else,  mhs  his  life  long  companion.  We  feel  that  God  will  comfort  him  in  his 
sore  trial  and  failing  health,  and  the  children  to  whom  she  was  a  true  mother* 
We  commend  ihem  all  to  the  Saviour  whom  she  loved.  j 

5.  Thar  these  resolutions  be  recorded  in  the  minu'es  of  the  society,  and  that  •  1 
they  be  published  in  the  IIkfoumfoo  Prksijytkrian  and  Covknanter  and  the 
Christian  Nation.  M  us.  M.  .1.  .Mannkks,      J 

Mas.  Anna  Woopiu/rn,  >  Committee* 
Mrs  Sarah  M.  Lee,       )  j 
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RIGINAL. 
THE  SABBATH    AND    THE    EXPOSITION 


The  great  Fair  has  been  closed  five  months,  and  it  would  seem 
to  be  discussing  a  dead  issue  to  roiVr  any  longer  (o  the  Sabbath 
and  the  Fair.     But  it  is  not.  as  is  shown  at  San  Francisco. 

First  of  all  the  Local  Directory  contended  with  the  National 
Commission  for  the  control  of  tin;  Fair,  in  the  matter  of  Sabbath 
opening,  as  in  other  things,  in  their  purpose  to  open  the  Fair  seven 
ukjsof  the  week,  in  violation  of  faith  in  accepting  and  using  the 
national  appropriation  on  condition  of  closing  on  Sabbath.  M.  W. 
Fnller,  of  Chicago,  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States,  sustained 
their  right  to  control  the  Kair;  and  then  they  opened  it  on 
tbe  Sabbath  knowing  they  were  liable  to  an  action  by  the 
United  States  to  recover  the  appropriation,  for  breach  of  con- 
tact. They  first  proposed  to  repay  the  money  and  to  open. 
Thi*  would  have  been  more  creditable  than  the  course  they  took. 
Aii  injunction  had  been  obtained  from  a  local  judge,  a  German  .lew, 
forbidding  the  closing  of  the  Fair  on  the  Sabbath,  the  process  oi 
law  being  used  to  enforce  evil.  With  this  before  them,  the  Local 
Directory  chose  to  close  on  Sabbath,  because  the  people  did  not 
attend.     The  following  was  their  action  in  July  : 

"The  Board  of  Directors  on  May  16,  IX*:1.,  adopted  eertain  lesolutionv. 
providing  for  the  open iug  of  the  Exposition  on  Sundays,  in  lesponse  to  urgent 
ippealu  from  persons  and  organizations  representing  a  large  majoiity  of  the 
poblic.18  well  as  troin  shareholders  ot  the  coipnration,  and  also  in  accordance 
with  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  City  Council  of  the  city  of  Chicago,  represent- 
ing Uie  financial  interest  of  said  city  in  said  Exposition  to  the  amount  of 
•5,000,000.  This  action  of  the  board  has  been  sustained  by  the  1'irited  States 
Ciicuil  Court  of  Appeals,  and  the  right  and  power  of  the  lioaid  of  Directors  to 
DOOtrol  the  physical  administration  of  the  Ex  posit  ion  Sundays  as  well  as  other 
bys  of  the  week  has  been  upheld  by  a  final  decree  of  said  court. 

uIt  now  appeal's  by  the  actual  admissions  that  the  general  public  do  not,  by 
heir  attendance,  manifest  a  desire  that  said  Exposition  should  be  kept  open  to 
be*public  each  day  of  the  week;  and  it  further  appear.*:  that  if  the  Exposition  it- 

<; 
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kept  open  8unday  it  will  requite  the  attendance  of  more  than  sixteen  thousand 
laboring  men  and  women,  the  employes  of  the  Exposition  and  others,  including 
caretakers  and  clerks  of  the  exhibitors;  and  while  the  Exposition  authorities 
can  give  its  own  employes  one  day  of  rest  out  of  each  seven,  it  seems  imprac- 
ticable for  the  exhibitors  and  others  to  provide  such   day  of  rest  for  their 
own  clerks  and  employes,and  it  further  appears  that  the  number  of  laboring 
men  and  women   whose  services  will   be   required  to  keep   the   Exposition 
open  on  Sunday,  is  disproportionate  to  the  number  of  visitors  on  said  days, 
and  therefore  the  interests  of  the  publio  are   not  promoted   by  keeping  the 
Exposition  open  on  each  and  every  day  of  the  week;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

"  Retolved,  That  all  of  said  resolutions  adopted  by  this  board  on  May  16, 
1898,  and  the  amendments  to  the  rule  relative  thereto  adopted  on  said  day, 
save  and  except  the  prices  of  admission,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  re- 
scinded, to  take  effect  after  the  16th  inst.  ;  and  be  it  further 

"  Resolved,  That  a  certified  copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolution! 
be  transmitted  to  the  National  Commission  and  Council  of  Administration. 

The  injunction  was  now  invoked,  and  some  of  tbe  management 
were  fined  by  Judge  Stein  for  contempt  of  court.  From  this  they 
appealed.  Before  this  legal  step,  that  gave  the  Sabbath  opening 
the  aspect  of  compulsion  on  their  part,  and  of  obedience  to  com- 
mand, the  Chicago  Despatch  had  said,  that  the  Sabbath  closing 
would  only  be  for  a  short  time,  and  the  Fair  would  open  up  again. 
The  prophecy  proved  true.  Without  let  the  Fair  went  on  for  seven 
days  of  the  week,  till  its  close,  to  the  reproach  of  the  judiciary  of 
Illinois.  Judge  Stein  had  gone  to  Europe  and  was  out  of  the  way. 
A  drinking  judge  before  whom  the  petition  for  dissolving  the- 
injunction  was  brought  by  the  Directory  refused  the  petition,  in  a 
disgraceful  scene.  Still  the  multitudes  did  not  flock  to  the  Fair  on 
Sabbath,  until  near  the  close,  when  the  management  gave  out 
attractions  for  that  day  as  well  as  others,  as  money  was  their  object. 

Then  when  the  Fair  was  in  its  glory  in  the  beautiful  days  of 
October,  and  the  financial  prospects  of  the  Exposition  were  bright- 
ening every  day,  for  clearing  off  all  the  debt  and  of  even  giving  » 
dividend  to  the  stockholders;  and  when  a  brilliant  programme  for 
Monday,  October  30th,  the  closing  day  had  been  published,  on  the 
Saturday  night  before,  Carter  Harrison,  the  Mayor  of  Chicago,  wi» 
cruelly  assassinated  in  his  own  home  by  a  low  character,  of  the 
kind  of  men  he  had  often  made  use  of  to  advance  his  political 
interests,  but  who  had  turned  to  hate  him  in  his  disappointment 
The  Fair  closed  in  gloom.     The  city's  mayor  was  buried  in  pomp 
two  days  later.     What  mattered  it?     The  glory  of  the  city  had 
been  stained.     Its  material  glory  Sould  not  take  away  the  shame 
of  its  vice  and  immorality,  and  the  man  who  had   sought  above  all 
to  be  its  Exposition  Mayor  and  had  gained  his  desire  despite  the 
opposition  of  the  public  press  of  his  city,  had  been  taken  off  by 
a  vile  assassin,  in  the  season  of  his  joy.     The  city  was  astounded.  : 
It  recalls  the  record  in  Daniel :  "They  drank  wine,  and  praised  the 
gods  of  gold,  and  of  silver,  of  brass,  of  iron,  of  wood,  and  of  stone. 
In  the  same  hour  came  forth   fingers  of  a  man's  hand,  and  wrote 
over  against  the  candlestick   upon   the  plaster  of  the  wall  of  the 
King's  palace:  and  the  King  saw  the  part  of  the  hand  thatwote. 
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Then  the  King's  countenance  was  changed,  and  his  thoughts  troubled 
him,  00  that  the  joints  of  his  loins  were  loosed,  and  his  knees  smote 
one  against  another." 

All  this  is  recalled  now,  when  after  months  of  delay,  the  Appel- 
late Court  has  sustained  the  appeal  of  the  management  from  the 
floes  imposed,  and  denied  the  power  of  the  judge  who  enjoined  the 
Directory  from  Sabbath  closing.  What  a  result  1  How  vain  1  Re- 
peated fires  during  the  past  winter  have  swept  away  the  property 
of  many  foreign  exhibitors  delayed  in  removal,  and  has  consumed 
part  of  the  buildings — a  startling  token.  The  memory  of  the  great 
Colombian  Exposition  is  not  of  its  glory  a3  a  fit  national  celebration 
of  a  great  event,  but  of  its  conflict  between  the  moral  and  immoral 
classes  of  the  population,  between  God  and  mammon. 

The  one  fair  had  ended  three  months  before  another  was  opened 

on  the  Pacific  coast — the  Mid-Winter  Fair  at  San  Francisco,  at  the 

end  of  January.     Many  exhibits  were  taken  thither  from  Chicago. 

There  were  elements  in  that  State  that  wished  otherwise,  but  they 

could  not  control  the  administration  and  so  the  Sabbath  is  openly 

profaned  by  this  fair.     First  of  all  there  was  against  the  Sabbath 

the  whole  spirit  of  the  settlers  of  Spanish  Catholic  origin,  who 

care  nothing  for  a  religious  observance  of  the  Sabbath,  and  added 

to  these  multitudes  of  the  western  coast,  who  are  full  of  this  world. 

Yet  that  coast  as  part  of  our  common  country  is  sought  for  Christ, 

and  the  state  of  affairs  there  should  awaken  more  zeal  for  its  help. 

The  Church  at  Home  and  Abroad  has  in  its  March  number  an 

earnest  report  by  Rev.  J.  S.  McDonald,  submitted  at  the  meeting  of 

the  Presbyterian  Synod  of  California.     He  says  :  "  In  no  States  of 

the  Union  do  we  so  much  need  the  uplifting,  sustaining,  energizing, 

conquering   influence  of  godliness   as   in    California  and  Nevada. 

Worldliness,  skepticism,  Sabbath  desecration  test  the  patience  and 

long-suffering  of  God,  and  warn   us  of  danger  and  disaster.     .     . 

Great  has  been  the  goodness  of  God    to  us,  as  it  was  to  his  people, 

Israel.     We   should    learn    lessons  of  wisdom    from  their  history, 

....      Their   fruitful  and  beautiful    country    is   to   this   day 

desolate.     It  is  an  object  lesson  to  the  nations,  that  they  do  well  to 

study.     .     .      Iniquity  clothes  itself  among   us  in  robes  of  many 

dyes.     One  sin  is  very  common,  very  grievous  in  God's  sight;  one 

that  brought   disaster   upon   his   ancient   people.     The  Sabbath  is 

a  day  of  business  and  pleasure  seeking.     In  nearly  all  the  smaller 

towns  and  villages  stores  are  open    for  trade;    everywhere  saloons 

are  thronged,  and  very  many  must   toil  seven  days  of  the  week  or 

give  up  their  places.     .      .      God's  warnings  are  as  impressive  and 

significant  now  as  they  were  when  the  eloquent  and  thrilling  words 

of  Jeremiah  fell   upon   the  heedless  traffickers  and  pleasure-seekers 

of  Jerusalem  and  Judea  and  the  distant  provinces  that  sent   their 

caravans    to  their   gates.     Jeremiah     17:19-27.     ...      To    his 

church   God    says   to-day  :    Make  this  a    holy  land,   law-abiding, 

reverent,  devout;  and  it  shall  be  fruitful,  peaceful,  glorious  forever." 

D.  B.  W. 


.1 
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LIFE    AND    DEATH. 


BT  JOHN  BROWN,    A.    M.,    ALEXANDER,    IOWA. 


Life  means  more  than  animal  existence.      As  a  figure  of  speec 
it  means  holiness,  happiness  and  the  favor  and  friendship  of  Go 
Death  means  more  than  the  loss  of  natural  life.     Metaphorically 
means  sin  and  misery.     "To  be  carnally  minded  is  death;  but 
be  spiritually  minded  is  life  and  peace" 

Adam  originally  possessed  life  in  both  these  senses  ;  but  by  trail 
gressiou,  he  passed  from  life  unto  death  in  both  senses.  He  becan 
subject  to  temporal  death  (Gen.  3:19,)  and  he  died  morally  ai 
spiritually  in  the  day  that  he  sinned  (Gen.  2:17.)  The  deaf 
threatened  in  the  curse  implied  the  loss  of  original  righteousnes 
and  the  wrath  of  an  offended  God.  Human  nature  thus  becan 
corrupt  at  the  fountain,  and  all  the  streams  are  necessarily  impur 
Moral  corruption  flows  from  Adam  to  all  his  descendants,  with  tt 
exception  of  Christ  alone.  Hence  we  are  said  to  bring  sin  into  tl 
world  with  us  (Psa.  51  :  o,)  to  be  "dead  in  trespasses  and  sins, 
and  to  be  "  by  nature  the  children  of  wrath.''     Eph.  2  :  1-3. 

But  in  the  day  of  regeneration,  the  believing  sinner  "  passes  fron 
death  unto  life."  He  is  made  "  a  new  creature  " — "  renewed  ii 
knowledge,  righteousness  and  true  holiness  after  the  image  of  bin 
that  created  him."  The  life  which  the  first  Adam  lost  is  restore! 
by  the  second  Adam — and  more  than  restored  (John  10:10. 
"  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,"  says  Jesus,  "  he  that  heareth  m] 
word,  and  believeth  on  him  that  sent  me,  hath  everlasting  life "— 
not  merely  shall  have  it :  but  is  in  possession  of  it  already — "an< 
shall  not  come  into  condemnation ;  but  has  passed  from  death  untt 
life."  John  5 :  24.  The  life  which  Adam  possessed  before  the  fall 
though  pure,  was  not  everlasting ;  otherwise  he  would  not  ha?< 
died.  The  perseverance  of  the  believer  is,  therefore,  more  secan 
than  was  the  perseverance  of  Adam.  Christ  says :  "  If  a  mai 
keep  my  saying,  he  shall  never  see  death." — And  again:  "  Whoso 
ever  liveth  and  believeth  in  me  shall  never  die."  John  8:51 
11:26.  This  cannot  mean  that  the  believer  shall  never  see  tem 
poral  death  ;  for  in  that  respect  there  is  no  difference  between  thi 
believer  and  the  unbeliever.  (Psa.  89  :48;)  but  the  believer  shal 
never  die  in  the  sense  that  Adam  died  in  the  day  of  his  first  trans 
gression.  Christ  says  again,  "  I  give  unto  them  eternal  life  ;  an] 
they  shall  never  perish,  neither  shall  any  "  man,  angel  or  devi 
"  pluck  them  out  of  my  hand."  John  10  :  28.  To  say  that  eterni 
life  when  once  communicated,  may  be  lost,  is  a  contradiction  ii 
terms.  If  it  be  capable  of  being  lost,  it  is  not  eternal ;  and  if  it  b 
eternal,  it  is  not  capable  of  being  lost.  "  I  am  persuaded,"  say 
Paul,  "  that  neither  death,  nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor  principalities 
nor  powers,  nor  things  present,  nor  things  to  come,  nor  height,  nc 
depth,  nor  any  other  creature  shall  be  able  to  separate  us  from  th 
love  of  God,  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord." 
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Bat  the  unbeliever  "abideth  in  death,"  I.  John  3 :  14.  As  cer- 
inly  as  the  believer  "  shall  never  see  death,"  so  certainly  the  un- 
liever  " shall  not  see  life;  but  the  wrath  of  Ood  remaineth  on 
n."  John  3:36.  When  he  dies  he  is  "  driven  away  in  his 
ikednesss  "  to  "  the  place  of  torment  "  where  they  shall  remain 
nto  the  judgment  of  the  great  day,"  when  they  shall  rise  to 
bame  and  everlasting  contempt."  On  that  solemn  day,  Clthe 
g  shall  say  to  those  On  the  left  hand,  depart  ye  cursed  into  ever- 
ing  fire  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels.  .  .  .  And 
»  shall  go  away  into  everlasting  punishment  or  torment]  but  the 
iteous  into  life  everlasting."  Mat.  25  :  41,  46.  Those  who 
j  the  eternity  of  future  punishment,  say  that  the  word  "  ever- 
ing  "  applies  to  the  fire — not  to  the  suffering  of  those  put  into 
fire.  But  is  the  word  "  everlasting  "  not  intended  to  intensify 
Buffering  ?  And  if  the  suffering  be  only  temporary,  does  the 
nity  of  the  fire  add  anything  to  the  punishment?  A  temporary 
would  be  sufficient  for  temporary  suffering.  It  is  well  known 
ithe  original  word  rendered  "  everlasting,"  in  the  first  clause  of 
se  46  is  the  same  as  that  which  is  rendered  "eternal,"  in  the  second 
enoting  that  the  happiness  of  the  righteous  and  the  misery  of  the 
ked  are  of  the  same  duration, — "  for  ever  and  ever,"  Rev.  21 :  11. 
"he  doctrine  of  eternal  punishment  is  very  awful,  and  the  higher 
icsare  anxious  to  get  rid  of  it;  but  it  is  not  without  its  use. — 
.  It  sounds  an  alarm  in  the  ears  of  those  who  are  asleep  in  sin. 
in  the  heathen  mariners  said  to  Jonah  who  was  asleep  in  the 
pest:  "  What  meanest  thou,  O  sleeper?     Arise,  call  upon  thy 

I  if  so  be  that  God  will  help  us  that  we  perish  not."  "  Awake 
ii  that  sleepest,  arise  from  the  dead  and  come  to  Christ,"  says 
apostle. 

The  watchman  that  stands  on  Zion's  walls  ought  to  give 
liful  warning.  If  the  people  perish,  through  his  neglect — much 
e,  if  they  perish  through  his  saying  "peace,  peace,"  when 
e  is  no  peace — their  blood  will  be  required  at  the  watchman's 
i. 

When  the  people  are  faithfully  warned,  they  ought  to  be 

>ly  concerned.     "  Consider  this,  ye  that  forget  God,  lest  he  tear 

in  pieces,  and  there  be  none  to  deliver." — "Who  among  us  shall 

II  with  devouring  fire?  Who  among  us  shall  dwell  with  ever- 
ng  burnings  ?  " 

But  the  gospel  provides  a  way  of  escape.  Jesus  is  able  to 
to  the  uttermost  all  them  that  come  to  God  by  him.  His 
d  cleanseth  from  all  sin.  "  Come  now  and  let  us  reason 
tber,  saith  the  Lord ;  though  your  sins  be  as  scarlet,  they  shall 
9  white  as  snow  ;  though  they  be  red  like  crimson,  they  shall  be 
ool."  Therefore,  "seek  ye  the  Lord,  while  he  may  be  found  ; 
upon  him  while  he  is  near.  Let  the  wicked  forsake  his  way, 
:he  unrighteous  man  his  thoughts,  and  let  him  return  to  the 
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Lord  and  he  will  have  mercy  on  him,  and  to  our  God  ;  for  ho  will 
abundantly  pardon."  "  Flee  from  the  wrath  to  come  "  and  t%  laj 
hold  on  the  hope  of  eternal  life.-' 


THE     TRUE    HAPPINESS     OF    MAN. 


BT  REV.  SAMUEL  R.  KERR,  A.  H. 


(Concluded  from  page  77.) 

It.  Having  thus  attempted  to  explain  what  it  is  to  feai 
Ood  and  keep  his  commandments,  we  shall  now  proceed  to  out 
second  topic,  and  endeavor  to  show  that  in  this  consists  the  true 
happiness  of  man. 

In  the  address  of  Moses  to  the  Israelites  before  they  passed  the 
Jordan  to  take  possession  of  the  promised  land  he  says  to  them 
"And  now,  Israel  what  doth  the  Lord  thy  God  require  of  thee  bul 
to  fear  the  Lord  thy  God,  to  walk  in  all  his* ways,  and  to  love  him, 
and  to  serve  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart  and  with  all  thj 
soul,  to  keep  the  commandments  of  the  Lord,  and  his  statutes 
which  I  command  thee  this  day  for  thy  good?  "  (Deut.  10  :  12,  13.' 
In  this  declaration  Moses  sets  before  the  children  of  Israel  theii 
duty  and  teaches  them  that  good  would  result  from  its  performance 
Whilst  they  would  continue  to  reverence  and  obey  him  who  wai 
their  glory  and  their  praise,  they  would  remain  in  peaceable  posses- 
sion of  the  land  they  were  about  to  enter,  and  would  receive  a  titl< 
of  admission  to  another  country  which  is  an  heavenly,  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  purer  and  more  exalted  blessings.  This,  which  was  to  b< 
the  happy  condition  of  the  Israelites  should  they  fear  the  Lore 
their  God  and  walk  in  all  his  ways,  divested  of  the  peculiarities 
which  belonged  to  that  people,  is  still  the  happy  condition  of  al 
who  comply  with  the  same  requirements.  In  it  is  found  that  pure 
and  perfect  enjoyment  which  the  world  cannot  bestow.  The  pleas- 
ures of  the  world  are  not  pure.  They  are  never  unattended  witl 
pain.  The  monarch  of  a  hundred  realms,  surrounded  by  courtiers, 
living  in  the  splendor  and  magnificence  attendant  upon  royalty  u 
seemingly  happy ;  but  the  experience  of  ages  determines  thai 
though  the  body  be  enfolded  by  the  purple  the  mind  may  be  the 
seat  of  languor  and  disgust.  The  Dives  also  who  has  realized  his 
most  ample  wishes  in  the  accumulation  of  wealth  is  by  many 
regarded  as  a  happy  man  ;  but  could  they  enter  his  heart  they 
would  find  it  the  abode  of  anxiety  and  care.  His  riches  are  hh 
misery.  They  distract  his  mind  with  fearful  apprehensions  of  tiieii 
loss.  They  cause  his  nights  to  be  long  and  restless,  and  fill  his  days 
with  corroding  and  gloomy  solicitude.  In  like  manner  is  the  wisdom 
of  this  world  accompanied  by  vexation.  Although  it  excelled 
folly  as  far  as  light  excel  let h  darkness,  by  exalting  the  mine 
from  low,  degrading  pursuits  to  those  higher  and  more  befitting  iti 
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capacity  and  powers,  yet  it  too  is  attended  with  grief.  It  reveals 
to  man  the  evils  that  are  in  the  world,  but  tells  not  their  cause,  and 
shows  no  way  by  which  they  can  be  avoided.  By  expanding  the 
mind,  it  makes  it  more  sensible  of  misery  and  exposes  in  a  greater 
degree  to  the  gales  of  calamity  and  distress  that  sweep  over  the  face 
of  society.  u  Why  was  I,"  exclaims  Solomon  in  the  anguish  of 
disappointment,  "  then  more  wise  ?  Then  I  said  in  my  heart,  thai 
this  also  is  vanity."  (Eccl.  2:15.)  Thus  do  these  things  which 
appear  to  be  sources  of  enjoyment,  in  the  end  bring  forth  bitterness 
and  grief.  And  need  I  add  that  the  pleasures  of  vice  are  but  the 
pleasures  of  a  moment.  They  disappear  like  the  bubble  on  the 
water,  but  unlike  it  they  do  not  leave  a  calm  and  smooth  surface. 
They  are  succeeded  by  enervation  of  body,  depression  of  spirits 
and  torture  of  mind  that  make  life  miserable  and  hasten  its  close 
by  bringing  on  premature  disease  and  death. 

Pure  unmingled  enjoyment,  therefore,  is  not  found  in  things  of 
the  world;  but  in  the  fear  of  God  and  the  observance  of  his  law  it  is 
found.     This  imparts  to  the  soul  feelings  of  pleasure  unmingled 
with  sorrow,  unsucceeded  by  grief..   He  is  the  fountain  of  all  blessed- 
ness,    lie  is  ineffably  happy  in  and  of  himself;  and  it  is  from  him 
flows  all  the  happiness  that  his  creatures  enjoy.     As  then  in  him 
dwells  happiness  underived,  and  by  him  it  is  communicated  to  all 
other  beings,  it  is  in  his  service  alone  that  it  can  be  enjoyed.     He 
that  places  it  in  wealth   worships  it.     He  that  places  it  in  power 
sacrifices  at  its  shrine.     In  whatever  object  man  supposes  it  to  exist, 
to  that  object  he  yields  a  willing  service,  and  in  serving  that  object 
he  thinks  to  be  happy,  and   the  reason  why  he  is  still  unhappy  is 
not  mistake  in  the  principle,  but  in  the  choice  of  the  object  he 
worships.     He,  therefore,  who  worships  God  will  feel  a  pure  and 
perfect  enjoyment  to  which  those  who  serve  all  other  things  are 
strangers,  because  he  is  the  source  of  all  happiness,     Nor  will  any 
disappointment  and  sorrow  attend  this  enjoyment.     The  man  who 
has  experienced  it  once  will   desire  to  experience  it  again.     The 
language  of  his  heart  is,  u  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee?  and 
there  is  none  upon  earth  that  I  desire  besides  thee."     (Ps.  73  :  25.) 
The  aspirations  of  his  soul  are  for  him  and  ne  rejoices  in  his  service. 

But  further,  the  happiness  of  man  consists  in  fearing  God  and 
keeping  his  commandments,  because  in  so  doing  the  divine  favor 
is  obtained.  The  favor  of  an  earthly  prince  is  regarded  by  the 
subject  as  the  highest  felicity.  For  securing  it  he  will  do  homage 
at  his  throne  and  vield  a  prompt  obedience  to  all  his  mandates. 
How  difficult  soever  may  be  the  services  that  are  required  at  his 
hand,  he  willingly  performs  them,  and  thinks  himself  amply  repaid 
by  the  approbation  of  his  sovereign.  But  if  the  favor  of  an  earthly 
potentate  is  capable  of  filling  the  heart  of  its  object  with  joy  and 
gladness,  how  much  more  is  the  favor  of  him,  who  is  King  of  kings 
and  Lord  of  lords,  qualified  to  delight  the  soul  of  its  object. 
In  it  is  life.     It  diffused   happiness  through  Eden,  and   it   now  fills 
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the  Eden  above  with  joy  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory.  Bat  how 
ineffable  most  be  the  delight  it  is  capable  of  imparting  when  a  sense 
of  its  withdrawal  caused  the  Lord  of  glory  when  expiring  in  agony 
on  the  cross,  to  ask  with  an  exceeding  bitter  cry  why  he  was 
forsaken.  But  upon  whom  is  this  favor  which  is  so  much  calcu- 
lated to  fill  the  soul  with  satisfaction  and  joy,  bestowed?  Is  it  upon 
those  who  fear  not  God  and  obey  him  not?  Is  it  upon  those  who 
despise  his  ordinances  and  manifest  a  total  disregard  to  all  his  com- 
mands? Is  it  upon  them  who  go  on  in  wickedness,  trampling 
under  foot  his  precepts,  and  recklessly  set  at  naught  all  his  threatened 
judgments?  No,  they  are  the  objects  of  his  wrath,  for  he  is  angry 
with  the  wicked  every  day.  But  it  is  upon  those  who  stand  in  awe 
and  sin  not,  who  yield  him  the  reverence  and  homage  of  children 
and  subjects  and  engage  actively  and  sincerely  in  his  service.  "  The 
Lord  taketh  pleasure  in  them  that  fear  him/'  and  he  shows  mercy 
to  them  who  keep  his  commandments. 

Again  the  fear  of  God  and  the  observance  of  his  law  is  the  true 
happiness  of  man,  because  it  makes  him  easy  under  difficulties  and 
affliction.  This  world  is  emphatically  a  state  of  trial.  Wheu  man 
enters  it  he  enters  a  place  of  sin,  and  therefore  a  place  of  suffering 
and  sorrow.  Nor  is  any  condition  to  be  exempted.  Like  events 
happen  to  all,  to  the  high  and  to  the  low,  to  the  rich  and  to  the 
poor,  to  the  wise  and  to  the  unwise.  Here  disappointment  blights 
the  prospects  of  one.  Here  disease  undermines  the  health  of 
another.  Hear  death  with  a  rude  and  unfeeling  hand  robs  a  third 
of  the  object  of  his  endearment.  Yes  this  world  even  in  that  form 
in  which  it  is  freest  from  evil  and  most  replete  with  good,  is  a  place 
of  trouble.  But  in  the  midst  of  the  bitterness  and  grief  that  are 
here  visited  upon  man,  the  fear  and  service  of  God  afford  him  con- 
solation. It  is  by  his  permission  that  all  these  evils  are  in  the 
world,  and  awe  of  him  teaches  the  soul  humble  submission  to  all 
the  dispensations  of  his  providence,  and  imparts  to  it  calmness  and 
serenity.  Obedience  to  him  gives  to  it  a  consciousness  of  rectitude 
and  enables  it  to  bear  every  affliction  with  a  degree  of  tranquil 
resignation,  knowing  that  whilst  he  is  the  subject  of  suffering  and 
distress,  he  is  the  object  of  divine  favor.  How  remarkably  is  all 
this  exemplified  in  the  case  of  Job.  He  was  a  man  that  feared 
God,  and  eschewed  evil.  But  notwithstanding  this  was  his  character 
Satan  was  suffered  to  afflict  him,  and  hear  his  words  when  he  w&9 
visited  with  bereavements  that  in  human  computation  were  sufficient 
to  sink  him  into  the  depths  of  misery.  Behold,  they  are  the 
language  of  implicit  submission  to  the  will  of  God.  "The  Lord 
gave,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away  ;  blessed  be  the  name  of  the 
Lord."     (Job.  1:21.) 

But  further,  the  fear  of  God  and  the  observance  of  his  law  is  the 
true  happiness  of  man,  because  from  it  alone  he  receives  comfort 
in  the  hour  of  death.  Man  is  mortal.  When  a  few  years  are  cotne 
he  shall  go  the  way  whence  he  shall  not  return.     "  He  shall  perish, 
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and  they  which  have  seen  him  shall  say,  where  is  he  ?  He  shall 
fly  away  as  a  dream,  and  shall  not  be  found  ;  yea,  he  shall  be  chased 
avayasa  vision  of  the  night.  The  eye  also  which  saw  him  shall 
see  him  no  more ;  neither  shall  his  place  any  more  behold  him." 
(Job  20 : 7-9.)  How  certain  is  death.  It  comes  alike  upon  all,  it 
spares  neither  rank,  nor  age,  nor  sex.  And  how  solemn  is  death. 
Nature  feels  its  solemnity.  When  We  enter  the  mansion  where  he 
h  paying  his  gloomy  visit,  we  see  thoaghtfulness  sit  on  every 
countenance  and  tears  start  from  every  eye.  We  approach  the  couch 
oa  which  lies  a  mortal  and  an  immortal  being  convulsed  in  the  last 
agony  of  dissolution,  and  an  affecting  solemnness  comes  over  us. 
When  the  spirit  has  ceased  to  struggle  with  its  clay,  and  has  taken 
its  flight  ana  the  cold  lifeless  body  is  enveloped  in  its  shroud,  what 
a  solemnity  and  stillness  reigns  throughout  the  apartment  I  Its  sad 
inmates  speak  in  whispers  and  tread  with  a  light  and  cautious  step. 
And  why  ?  Is  it  because  they  fear  "  to  disturb  him  whom  the  noise 
of  a  thousand  thunders  would  not  startle;  who  has  fallen  on  that 
sleep  from  which  nothing  will  waken  him  but  the  voice  of  the  arch- 
angel and  the  trump  of  God  ?  "  No,  but  it  is  because  nature  feels 
and  confesses  that  it  is  a  solemn  thing  to  die.  And  may  we  not  ask 
who  are  prepared  to  meet  its  solemnity  'I  Is  it  the  characters  who 
are  described  in  our  text  as  those  who  fear  God  and  keep  hi?  com7 
maudments,  or  is  it  those  of  an  opposite  description  ?  Follow  them 
to  the  close  of  life  and  then  answer.  They  who  in  this  world  drink 
deep  of  the  pleasures  of  sin  to  the  utter  neglect  of  God,  may  pass 
on  thoughtlessly  and  carelessly  until  they  approach  its  last  scene. 
But  when  they  are  brought  to  a  bed  of  death,  they  will  be  awakened 
from  their  insensibility,  and  made  fearfully  alive  to  all  the  horrors 
of  their  condition.  The  thoughts  of  a  life  passed  in  the  haunts  of 
iniquity  and  vice  rush  upon  them  and  fill  them  with  anguish.  The 
gnawings  of  that  worm  which  never  dies  then  begin  and  dismally 
waste  their  soul.  How  ill  able  are  their  minds,  thus  tortured,  to 
support  the  pain  of  a  languishing  and  dying  body.  They  cannot 
bear  the  agony  which  conscience  inflicts,  much  less  sympathize  with 
their  mortal  and  suffering  clay.  In  this  miserable  condition  they 
go  hence  and  enter  upon  an  unknown  and  never  ending  existence, 
where  happiness  or  misery  is  awarded  to  all  according  to  the  deeds 
done  in  the  body.  But  on  the  other  hand,  to  those,  who  pass  the 
time  of  their  sojourning  here  in  fear  and  have  lived  agreeably  to 
the  precepts  of  God's  law,  death  comes  shorn  of  its  terrors.  For 
them  it  has  no  sting.  The  retrospect  of  their  life  fills  them  with 
peace.  They  are  not  tortured  by  the  burning  agonies  of  a  guilty 
conscience,  but  with  a  degree  of  composure  and.  calmness  which 
none  but  God  can  impart,  they  resign  themselves  to  their  condition. 
They  suffer,  perhaps  excruciatingly  suffer  in  their  body,  but  their 
minds  are  at  ease.  The  secret  of  the  Lord  is  with  them  that  fear  him 
and  he  will  fulfill  their  desire.     They  commit  their  spirits  into  his 
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hand  and  they  are  borne  by  angels  to  a  holier  and  happier  world. 
"Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous/'  exclaimed  the  prophet  of 
Pethor,  and  let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous  responds  every 
heart.     But  alas !  too  many  say,  let  me  live  the  life  of  Balaam. 

But  why  does  the  contemplation  of  death  fill  the  mind  with  sen- 
sations so  solemn  and  affecting?  Why  do  the  wicked  shrink  back 
from  it  with  terror,  and  why  do  the  righteous  meet  it  with  tran- 
quility, and  even  like  Paul  desire  to  depart  ?  tt  is  because  man  is 
an  accountable  being.  u  It  is  appointed  unto  men  once  to  die,  but 
after  this  the  judgment.  It  is  in  view  of  this  great  fact  that  the 
inspired  writer  comes  to  the  conclusion  contained  in  our  text.  He 
had  sought  happiness  in  every  object  in  which  it  was  likely  to  be 
found,  and  besides  meeting  with  bitter  disappointment,  in  regard  to 
the  present  life,  he  found  that  provision  lor  the  life  to  come.  He 
saw  that  notwithstanding  the  differences  that  existed  here,  one  event 
happened  to  all,  and  he  also  saw  thai  what  did  not  take  futurity  into 
the  account  was  inconsistent  with  the  true  happiness  of  man.  Hence 
the  force  of  his  conclusion.  When  he  had  aflfeotingly  portrayed 
the  close  of  life,  and  the  sad  and  gloomy  scenes  which  attend  it, 
"  because  man  goeth  to  his  long  home,  and  the  mourners  go  about 
the  streets,"  he  closes  with  the  words  we  have  been  considering  and 
enforces  them  by  this  argument,  an  argument  which  few  will  gain- 
say. Those  who  new  do  will  be  brought  to  see  and  feel  its  force 
on  the  day  when  the  event  contemplated  shall  come  to  pass. 
u  Fear  God,"  says  he,  "and  keep  his  commandments;  for  this  is 
the  whole  happiness  of  man.  For  God  shall  bring  every  work  into 
judgment,  with  every  secret  thing,  whether  it  be  good,  or  whether 
it  be  evil." 

No  fact  is  more  clearly  established  than  a  day  of  general  judg- 
ment. Conscience  proves  it  by  its  secret  intimations  of  guilt.  The 
seeming  irregularities  of  the  moral  government  of  the  universe  prove 
it.  They  cause  us  to  expect  a  time  when  these  shall  be  adjusted,  and 
the  harmony  of  God's  administration  shall  be  seen  by  every  eye. 
Moreover,  the  Scriptures  plainly  affirm  it.  "  lie  hath  appointed  a 
day,  in  the  which  he  will  judge  the  world  in  righteousness,  by  that 
man  whom  he  hath  ordained;  whereof  he  hath  given  assurance 
unto  all  men,  in  that  he  hath  raised  him  from  the  dead."  (Acts  17: 
31.)  On  this  eventful  day  when  every  work  and  every  secret  thing 
shall  be  brought  to  judgment,  Jesus  Christ  will  occupy  the  throne 
as  judge.  We  have  the  solemn  transaction  which  will  then  take 
place  described  in  prophetic  imagery  by  the  writer  of  the 
Apocalypse:  "  And  I  saw  a  great  white  throne,  and  him  that  sat 
on  it,  irom  whose  face  the  earth  and  the  heaven  fled  away ;  and 
there  was  found  no  place  for  them.  And  I  saw  the  dead,  small  and 
great,  stand  before  God  ;  and  the  books  were  opened  ;  and  another 
book  was  opened,  which  is  the  book  of  life;  and  the  dead  were 
judged  out  of  those  things  which  were  written  in  the  books,  accord- 
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iog  to  their  works.  And  the  sea  gave  up  the  dead  which  were  in 
it;  and  death  and  hell  delivered  up  the  dead  which  were  in  them  ; 
and  they  were  judged  every  man  according  to  their  works."  (Rev. 
20:11-13.)  At  this  d/ead  tribunal  will  be  assembled  all  the 
millions  of  our  race,  and  those  distinctions  which  marked  .them  in 
this  world  will  be  lost  in  the  tw^  grand  moral  distinctions :  Those 
who  feared  God  and  kept  his  commandments,  and  those  who 
had  do  fear  of  God  before  their  eyes  and  paid  no  regard  to  his  law. 
To  the  former  of  these,  happiness  will  be  assigned  as  their  portion. 
The  voice  of  the  judge  to  them  will  be,  "  Come,  ye  blessed  of  my 
Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation 
of  the  world ;  "  and  they  shall  go  and  ever  be  with  the  Lord,  in 
whose  presence  is  fullness  of  joy,  and  at  whose  right  hand  are  pleas- 
ures forever  more.  But  to  the  latter  he  will  say,  "  Depart  from 
me,  ye  cursed,  into  everlasting  fire,  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his 
angels,1'  and  he  shall  cast  them  into  a  lake  of  fire  where  they  shall 
be  tormented  day  and  night  forever  and  ever.  Since  this  is  the 
final  destiny  of  these  two  descriptions  of  character,  who  will  not 
folly  estimate  the  truth  of  the  sentiment  that  happiness  consists  in 
fearing  God  and  obeying  his  commandments  ? 

We  shall  now  conclude  our  discourse  with  a  practical  improve- 
ment. IIow  great  is  the  importance  of  a  religious  life.  Eternal 
happiness  is  its  consequence,  whilst  everlasting  misery  awaits  all 
who  disregard  it.  Nor  is  there  any  intermediate  state.  Blessed- 
ness, never  ending  blessedness,  or  misery  and  woe  unspeakable  will 
be  appointed  to  all;  and  according  to  the  course  of  conduct 
pursued  in  this  world  will  they  be  appointed.  .Death  forever  and 
irrevocably  seals  the  condition  of  man.  "  If  the  tree  fall  toward 
the  south,  or  toward  the  north,  in  the  place  where  the  tree  falleth, 
there  it  shall  be."  (Eccl.  11:3.)  Whatever  character  belongs  to 
man  when  he  quits  this  world,  that  character  will  he  retain  in  the 
world  to  come,  and  by  it  will  be  fixed  his  eternal  state  beyond  the 
possibility  of  change  or  remed}.  How  important,  then,  to  comply 
with  the  injunction,  "Fear  God,  and  keep  his  commandments." 
As  far  as  eternity  exceeds  time  in  duration,  as  far  as  the  condition 
of  the  angels  who  never  sinned  excels  the  condition  of  those  who 
are  reserved  in  chains  of  darkness,  so  Far  does  the  future  happiness 
of  man  exceed  the  pleasures  of  sin  in  this  world  and  its  fearful  con- 
sequences in  the  world  to  come.  But  it  is  only  the  service  of  God 
that  embraces  in  it  this  happiness.  All  other  things  regard  but 
the  enjoyment  of  the  moment  that  is  as  unsubstantial  as  the  shadow, 
and  as  quickly  fleet  away.  What  folly!  What  madness,  then,  to 
neglect  the  service  of  God.  We  would  charge  insanity  upon  the 
man,  who  in  pursuit  of  a  phantom  would  rush  headlong  to  the  verge 
of  a  precipice  at  whose  base  rolled  impetuously  the  billows  of  an 
angry  deep.  The  sight  would  unnerve  us  with  terror  and  chain  us 
helpless  to  the  spot.     But  what  will  we  say  of  that  man  who  posting 
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to  eternity's  dread  brink,  spends  bis  time  in  the  mad  pursuit  of  un- 
real forms  which  constantly  elude  his  grasp,  and  in  the  end  will  dis- 
appear from  his  view.  Surely  such  conduct. is  unworthy  of  a 
rational  and  an  immortal  being.  Let  it,  therefore,  not  be  our  con- 
duct, but  let  us  give  earnest  heed  to  the  grand  lesson  that  is  here 
taught.  Let  not  the  vanities  of  this  world  seduce  us  from  putting 
it  in  practice.  Let  us  cultivate  a  fear  of  God,  And  to  this  end  we 
should  reflect  much  and  solemnly  on  his  perfections,  on  his  majesty, 
his  purity,  his  omniscience,  his  power,  his  justice  and  his  mercy. 
Reflections  which  embrace  in  their  range  all  his  attributes,  will 
bring  over  us  a  reverential  and  filial  and  heavenly  awe.  And  let 
us  also  walk  in  the  way  of  his  commandments,  not  forgetting  that 
great  coxhmandment,  "  That  we  should  believe  on  the  name  of  his 
Son  Jesus  Christ."  But  relying  by  faith  upon  him  as  he  is  the  sure 
foundation  of  all  our  hope,  let  us  not  forget  the  obligations  under 
which  we  lie  to  glorify  God  in  our  bodies  and  in  our  spirits,  which 
are  his.  And  never  may  the  solemnities  of  that  coming  day 
be  excluded  from  our  view  when  God  shall  bring  every  work  into 
judgment,  with  every  secret  thing,  whether  it  be  good,  or  whether 
it  be  evil. 

But  are  there  any  who  ieel  inclined  to  pursue  the  pleasures  of 
si n  ?  Is  the  language  of  their  hearts,  your  religion  is  a  gloomy 
thing — the  thought  of  it  disturbs  our  quiet,  damps  our  joys ; 
away  with  it?  We  will  seize  the  enjoyment  of  the  moment.  "  We 
will  pluck  the  rose  ere  it  withers."  Ah,  infatuated,  deluded  mor- 
tals! be  entreated  to  banish  such  a  resolve,  criminal  in  its  nature, 
and  fearful  in  its  issue.  Think  you  or  think  you  not,  time  hurries 
on  with  a  resistless,,  unremitting  stream?  Death  is  certain,  judg- 
ment is  not  less  certain  ;  and  you  must  give  an  account  of  the  deeds 
done  in  the  body.  That  being  whose  service  you  now  despise,  will 
be  your  judge.  "Behold,  he  cometh  with  clouds;  and  every  eye 
shall  see  him,  and  they  also  which  pierced  him  ;  and  all  kindreds 
of  the  earth  shall  wail  because  of  him."  (Rev.  1 :  7.)  When  he 
comes  he  shall  give  reward  unto  his  servants  the  prophets,  and  to 
the  saints,  and  to  them  that  feared  his  name,  small  and  great:  but 
them  who  feared  not  his  name,  and  obeyed  not  his  law,  he  will  cast 
into  the  lake  of  fire.  Be  entreated,  then,  by  all  that  is  fearful  in 
the  torments  of  the  lost ;  be  constrained  by  all  that  is  to  be  desired 
in  the  happiness  of  the  righteous,  to  reverence  God  and  tread  in 
the  way  of  his  precepts.  Let  the  lesson  here  inculcated  sink  deep 
into  your  hearts  and  regulate  your  deportment  in  life.  Then  when 
you  quit  this  world,  which  at  best  is  but  a  vale  of  tears,  you  will 
enter  upon  the  enjoyment  of  a  blessed  immortality  in  that  place 
where  there  is  no  sin,  therefore  no  sorrow.  May  God,  of  his  infinite 
mercy,  grant  us  grace  to  fear  him  and  to  obey  him,  and  may  we  ex- 
perience the  happy  result  of  that  life  which  is  spent  in  his  service. 
Amen. 
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AN    ACT    OF    BRAVERY. 


BT  MISS  MARY  J.   CAMPBELL. 


Id  these  days  when  so  much  is  said  in  condemnation  of  English 
role  and  ways  in  India,  it  does  one  good  to  read  the  following  true 
account  of  a  brave  act : 

An  incident  occurred  on  the  recent  homeward  voyage  of  the  P. 
k  0.  Company's  S.  S.  Peshawar,  wbich  broke  the  monotony  of 
board  ship  life.  It  was  three  in  the  afternoon  of  Thursday,  April 
27th,  and  the  ship  was  at  that  time  400  miles  from  Suez,  the  sea 
being  high,  and  the  wind  straight  ahead.  Some  Lascars  were  clean- 
ing a  boat  in  the  aft  davits,  when  one  of  them  slipped  and  fell  into 
the  sea  below.  The  rest  jumped  on  deck  and  ran  forward  with  the 
cry  of  "  Man  overboard."  Among  the  passengers  on  deck  was 
Capt.  Dickens,  of  the  Highland  Light  Infantry,  who  was  lying 
wrapped  in  an  ulster  on  a  long  chair.  He  had  come  on  board  at 
Bombay,  worn  out  with  dysentery,  and  had  not  touched  food  during 
the  day  by  reason  of  seasickness.  Hearing  the  shout,  he  rushed  to 
the  stern  bulwarks,  threw  oft*  his  ulster  and  jumped  into  the  sea, 
just  clear  of  the  swirl  of  the  screw.  One  of  the  Lascars  ran  to  the 
stern  and  threw  out  two  buoys,  the  large  double  buoy  which  car- 
ries a  red  flag  and  the  flaming  buoy  to  mark  the  spot  near  which 
the  men  went  in.  Meantime  word  had  been  carried  to  the  fifth 
officer,  who  was  on  the  bridge  on  watch,  a  smart  lad  of  some  three 
years*  service,  named  Ilolloway.  He  gave  word  to  the  captain, 
turned  the  signal  to  stop  and  go  full  astern,  and  ran  to  a  boat.  The 
boat  was  lowered  and  touched  the  water  just  as  the  vessel  stopped  ; 
though  by  this  time  the  Lascar  and  Capt.  Dickens  were  more  than 
a  mile  astern.  \ 

Captain  Dickens  meantime  had  taken  the  large  lmoy  with  him, 
and  reached  the  Lascar  just  as  the  man  was  losing  strength  and 
abandoning  hope.  He  could  say,  "  Sahib,  Sahib  ;  "  nothing  more. 
The  sea  was  high  and  rough,  and  though  the  waves  tried  their 
strength,  they  had  the  eft'eet  of  keeping  the  sharks  away.  The 
two  men  could  not  clearly  see  the  boat  which  was  coming  towards 
them,  although  Capt.  D.  at  one  time  thought  he  saw  it  on  the  crest 
of  the  waves.  They  swam  towards  the  steamship,  but  were  unable 
to  make  much  headway  against  the  wind  and  sea,  and  had  been  in 
the  water  nearly  twenty  minutes,  when  the  Lascar  saw  the  boat 
close  along  side.  There  was  some  danger  that  the  sea  would  crash 
it  on  the  buoy,  but  luckily  both  men  were  pulled  in  without  danger. 

The  Peshawar  had  meantime  put  about  and  was  coming*  back  to 
the  spot,  so  that  the  men  were  landed  within  half  an  hour  of  the 
Oscar's  fall.  There  was  a  ringing  cheer  as  Captain  Dickens  was 
brought  on  board ;  for  what  would  have  been  a  plucky  and  gallant 
*ct  in  a  hale  man,  was  doubly  brave  in  a  man  weakened  by  serious 
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illness  and  fasting  since  the  previous  day.  The  young  officer  He 
loway  was  prompt  and*  plucky  throughout,  and  the  two  Engli 
stewards  who  volunteered  for  the  boat  did  their  work  manfully. 
Tlie  Christian  Instructor. 


ANTI-MASONRY. 


The  following  is  from  the  Christian  Cynosure.  The  confl 
ended  in  the  retirement  of  the  Masons : 

"The  authprities  of  Warren  county,  111.,  have  in  hand  the  en 
tion  of  a  new  court-house  at  Monmouth,  to  cost  about  $100,(X 
A  short  time  ago,  the  board  of  county  supervisors  requested  t 
members  of  the  county  bar  to  arrange  ceremonies  for  the  laying 
the  corner-stone  of  the  new  edifice.  The  bar  association,  havii 
no  prescribed  form  for  such  an  occasion,  invited  the  Monmouth  lod 
of  Freemasons  to  perform  the  ceremony  in  their  usual  manner, 
pursuance  of  this  invitation  the  Masons  arranged  to .  celebrate  t 
event  on  February  2 2d,  (Washington's  birthday),  and  secured  e 
Congressman  Owen  Scott,  Deputy  Grand  Master,  to  deliver  t 
oration.  1  hey  also  invited  Grand  Master  Goddard,  of  Chicago, 
officiate. 

"  The  announcement  of  these  arrangements  at  once  stirred  up 
bitter  feeling  among  those  citizens  who  oppose  secret  societies,  ai 
on  January  14th  Rev.  Dr.  Campbell,  pastor  of  the  2d  United  Pn 
byterian  Church,  of  Monmouth,  made  a  vigorous  protest  from  1 
pulpit  against  the  laying  of  the  stone  by  Freemasons.  His  sernn 
created  great  excitement  in  the  city.  Five  of  the  bar  associatic 
men  of  strong  influence,  with  a  member  of  the  United  Presbyteri 
Church  at  their  head,  then  requested  the  board  of  supervisors 
rescind  their  concession  to  the  Masons.  This  movement,  duri 
its  discussion  at  a  re-consideration  meeting,  led  to  another  oi 
break,  disgruntled  members  of  the  association  leaving  the  room 
anger  and  dj&gust.  The  re-consideration  ended  in  the  appointmc 
of  a  committee  to  formulate  another  plan  of  operation. 

"  This  committee  with  a  strange  perversity,  re-invited  the  Masc 
to  participate  in  the  ceremonies.  In  the  prepared  program,  I 
McMichaql,  president  of  the  Monmouth  College,  was  named  to  pi 
n ounce  the  benediction.  With  an  earnest  protest  he  declined  t 
honor.  At  this  point  the  bar  association  appointed  executive  oo 
niittees  to  perform  the  work  required,  as  a  non-sectarian  but  fi 
ternal  measure. 

Dr.  Campbell  now  came  to  the  front  again  with  a  stirring  pi 
test,  prLhted  in  a  local  paper,  against  the  manner  in  which  the  t 
association  was  playing  into  the  hands  of  the  Masons.  Thereup 
two  members  of  the  supervisors1  building  committee,  who  belong 
to  Dr.  Campbell's  denomination,  called  the  other  members  of  t 
committee  together  and  rescinded  their  concession  to  the  bar  as 
ciation.  Turmoil  and  bitter  discussion  ensued,  and  lawsuits  a 
other  disagreeable  measures  were  threatened." 
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Missionary    Intelligence. 

LETTER    FROM   REV.    R.     J.    DODDS. 


Mersine,  Turkey. 
Dr.  Metheny  had  a  telegram  January  16th,  a  few  days  ago,  of  a  sur- 
prising character  from  our  minister  at  Constantinople.  It  read, "  are 
von  detaining  children  in  school  against  their  parents'  consent?  If 
so  deliver  them  ud.  Write  me  the  facts."  It  is  about  a  case  dealt 
with  through  the  consulate  and  supposed  to  have  been  settled.  The 
children  in  question  are  three  fellah  girls,  claimed  by  the  govern- 
ment as  Mohammedans :  they  were  given  to  Doctor  Metheny  by 
their  father  seven  and  a  half  or  eight  years  ago.  Two  are  in  our 
school  here,  and  a  third,  a  mute  in  a  school  in  Philadelphia.  After 
eight  years  does  the  case  become  so  important  as  to  require  a  tele- 
gram instead  of  a  sealed  letter  containing  copy  of  charges  such  as 
diplomatic  usage  would  dictate?  Why  not  inquire  the  facts  first 
before  assuming  guilt  ?  Think  of  sending  such  a  message  open,  to 
be  read  by  our  enemies  the  Turks  and  Jesuits  who  stir  these  matters 
op.     The   Doctor  sent  the   telegram   to   President  Cleveland. — 

R.  J.  D0DD8. 


f 


DITOE^IAL. 


In  all  our  comments  on  the  course  of  other  peoples,  we  must  bear 
in  mind  the  course  of  our  own  country.  As  to  the  land  tenure,  no 
alien  can  hold  real  property  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the 
same  provision  has  been  made  in  \arious  States.  There  has  been  of 
late  years,  however, "a  far  more  serious  move  against  foreigners,  in  the 
exclusion  of  the  Chinese  from  the  United  States.  This  was  easily 
carried  in  Congress  because  the  Chinese  are  hated  by  many  on  the 
Pacific  slope,  and  politicians  yield  to  the  cry  of  the  prejudiced  when 
the  elections  are  thought  of.  The  Supreme  Court  of  the  land  has 
affirmed  the  constitutionality  of  the  act,  as  an  act  in  the  power  of  a 
sovereign  State,  in  spite  of  all  the  objections  against  \t  as  class  legis- 
gation  and  a  violation  of  a  treaty.  Thus  we  have  now  this  new 
feature  in  the  president's  message  of  last  December,  as  to  naturalized 
citizens:  "The  Ottoman  government  has  announced  its  intention  to 
expel  from  its  domains  Armenians  who  have  obtained  naturalization 
hi  the  United  States  since  1868.  The  right  to  exclude  any  or  all 
classes  of  aliens  is  an  attribute  of  sovereignty.  It  is  a  right  asserted 
aud,  to  a  limited  extent,  enforced  by  the  United  States,  with  the 
sanction  of  our  highest  court."  Who  would  suppose  tii'U  only  fifty 
years  ago,  civilized  nations  attacked  with  arms  the  Chinese  forts  to 
force  China  to  open  her  ports  to  foreigners,  while  now  by  the  deal- 
ing of  the  United  States  with  China,  this  nation's  president  affirms 
the  nation's  right  to  exclude  all  aliens? 
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-There  is  a  retributive  justice  that  deals  with  all  national  sin.  Many 
suffer  who  are  not  concerned  in  the  sin,  but  they  suffer  as  members  of 
the  body.  There  are  movements  in  the  world,  however,  that  politi- 
cians cannot  control,  that  will  ultimately  do  away  with  clannishness, 
sweeping  away  the  barriers  that  any  nation  sets  up  to  perpetuate 
the  prejudices  and  feuds  of  the  families  of  the  earth.  Christ  rules  in 
the  interest  of  his  kingdom,  which  is  to  prevail. 

Lo !  another  difficulty  has  turned  up  as  to  the  efficiency  of  the 
Geary  act  in  excluding  Chinamen.  The  Chinese  government  may 
depute  its  consular  agents  in  the  United  States  to  certify  to  the 
statements  in  the  necessary  certificate  for  the  immigrants,  and 
Chinamen  on  their  way  to  other  countries  can  pass  in  transit 
through  the  United  States.  Nothing  is  left  but  to  send  them 
through  in  bond,  or  to  make  them  travel  some  other  way.  When 
an  invidious,  oppressive  system  is  begun,  there  is  no  stopping  on 
the  road  of  persecution. 


We  announced  to  our  readers  in  our  last  issue  the  submission 
in  the  United  States  Senate  and  in  the  Hou-e  on  the  25th  of 
January,  of  a  resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Preamble 
of  the  Constitution,  and  that  the  resolution  had  been  referred  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee  of  the  respective  houses,  and  a  hearing  had 
been  given  to  the  friends  of  the  proposed  amendment  on  the  1st  of 
February,  by  a  sub-committee  of  the  Committee  of  the  House,  and 
a  hearing  before  the  full  committee  had  been  arranged  for  March 
6th.  A  hearing  was  afterwards  arranged  for  the  following  day 
March  7th,  before  a  Senate  sub-committee.  We  deemed  it  our  duty 
to  attend  the/  hearings  in  the  interest  of 'the  cause,  and  asked  and 
obtained  an  opportunity  to  present  the  desires  of  those  who  signed 
the  familiar/orm  of  petition  that  we  gave  last  month,  expressing  the 
objects  whifh  the  church  and  the  National  Reform  Association  seek. 
There  was  la  large  attendance  of  the  friends  of  National  Reform,  on 
the  6th  of  March,  filling  the  room  where  the  House  Committee 
meets,  and/the  addresses  occupied  nearly  two  hours.  The  hearing 
on  the  7th  pf  March,  was  before  the  sub-committee  of  the  Senate, 
Senators  Ii|ndsay,  Hoar,  Wilson  and  Vilas  were  present,  and  as  on 
Tuesday  tUe  Representatives,  so  on  Wednesday  the  Senators;  gave 
earnest  attention  to  the  remarks  of  the  various  speakers,  who 
argued  fpr /the  proposed  amendments.  We  give  our  remarks  made 
on  March  pth.  Our  name  was  on  the  list  of  speakers  for  March  7th; 
it  had  not/been  called  when  the  sub-committee  rose,  at  noon,  the 
hour  of  the  convening  of  the  Senate.  The  remarks  prepared  by  us 
for  this  second  hearing  are  in  line  with  those  made  on  Tuesday,  the 
6th,  and  as  they  were  not  spoken,  we  give  also  what  was  spoken  by 
Rev.  R.  J.  George,  that  had  much  the  same  bearing,  asking  for  ex* 
plicit  acknowledgments. 


f 
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Remarks  op  Prof.  Wiixson  before  the  Committee,  March  6* 

Gentlemen  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  : 

The  proposed  amendment*  in  the  resolution  before  you  contains 
three  things  :  1.  An  acknowledgment  of  the  authority  and  govern- 
ment of  God.  2.  An  expression  of  gratitude  to  him  for  our  liber- 
ties, and  3.  Of  courage  in  prayer  for  his  guidance  of  this  people,  as  a 
Christian  nation,  based  on  the  assurances  of  his  word,  and  offered 
according  to  his  appointed  way,  through  Jesus  Christ.  Ought  these 
things  to  be  expressed  in  the  Constitution  ? 

First  of  all,  this  would  be  a  recognition  of  what  is  true.  1.  God 
governs  men  and  nations.  This  world  is  not  a  chaos.  There  is  a 
plan,  a  purpose  running  through  its  history.  This  indicates  the 
rule  of  a  holy  and  righteous  God,  who  reckons  with  nations  as  well 
as  with  men,  judging  them  for  their  sins  and  blessing  them  for 
their  obedience.  This  ruling  is  so  evident  that  none  can  fail  to 
recognize  it,  who  are  thoughtful  students  of  the  history  of  nations 
in  their  rise  and  fall.  2.  Our  civil  and  religious  liberties  come 
from  Gofcl.  Our  nation's  birth  marked  a  new  era  in  history  ;  and 
in  struggling  for  independence,  the  colonies  appealed  to  the  God  of 
armies,  in  a  sense  of  the  justice  of  their  cause,  and  through  many 
trials,  they  held  on  in  their  struggle  till  liberty  was  achieved  ;  and 
the  men  of  the  revolution,  Washington,  Adams,  Madison  and  others 
owned  the  divine  favor  in  granting  success  to  the  colonies  and 
giving  this  people  a  place  among  the  nations  of  the  earth.  3* 
Divine  guidance  is  assured  to  a  Christian  nation  invoking  it  accord- 
ing to  the  appointed  way,  through  Jesus  Christ.  The  word  of  God 
gives  such  assurances  as  encourage  a  nation  to  seek  his  guidance. 
'' Commit  thy  way  unto  the  Lord;  trust  also  in  him  ;  and  he  shall 
bring  it  to  pass  "  is  as  true  for  a  nation  as  for  a  person.  Of  Moses, 
the  lawgiver,  it  is  said  that  he  thus  transferred  his  charge  to  Joshua, 
the  captain  of  Israel :  "  And  Moses  called,  unto  Joshua,  and  said 
onto  him  in  the  sight  of  all  Israel,  Be  strong  and  of  a  good  courage  ; 
for  thou  must  go  with  this  people  unto  the  land  which  the  Lord 
hath  sworn  unto  their  fathers  to  give  them;  and  thou  shalt  cause 
ihem  to  inherit  it.  And  the  Lord,  he  it  is  that  doth  go  before  thee  ; 
ta  will  be  with  thee,  he  will  not  fail  thee,  neither  forsake  thee:  fear 
not,  neither  be  dismayed.'  A  nation  is  guided  of  God  when  its  rulers 
are  led  by  him,  and  the  promise  made  to  the  fearer  of  God  in  a  public 
place  is  an  assurance  to  the  nation. 

'  This  guidance,  the  proposed  amendment  says  this  people  seek  as 
a  Christian  nation.  This  nation  was  formed  of  Christian  elements. 
The  colonies  were  Christian.  The  mother  country  is  Christian. 
The  common  law  is  Christian.    Our  civilization  is  a  Christian  eivil- 

*  The  amendment  before  the  Senate  and  the  House  reads*  "  Devoutly  ac- 
knowledging the  supreme  authority  and  just  government  of  Almighty  God  in 
•H  the  affairs  of  men  and  nations  ;  grateful  to  him  for  our  civil  and  religious, 
liberty ;  and  encouraged  by  the  assurances  of  his  word  to  invoke  his  guidance, 
*  a  Christian  nation,  according  to  his  appointed  way,  through  Jesus  Christ." 
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ization.  It  has  been  impossible  to  separate  the  life  of  this  natioi 
from  its  Christian  origin. 

This  guidance  is  sought  according  to  God's  appointed  way 
through  Jesus  Christ.  Through  him  God  is  served.  "  For  then 
is  one  God  and  one  Mediator  between  God  and  men,  the  man  Chris 
Jesus."  These  things  then  are  true.  But  the  question  recurs 
ought  they  to  be  expressed  in  the  Constitution  ?  If  not,  why  not* 
They  are  not  out  of  place.  They  are  the  thoughts  that  steady  th< 
nation,  that  influence  the  generations  that  come  one  after  anothei 
into  possession  of  this  great  birthright,  a  Christian  commonwealth 
They  ought  then  to  be  in  the  fundamental  law.  Any  objection  t< 
their  being  there  if  followed  out  to  its  legitimate  conclusion,  woulc 
militate  against  their  exemplification  in  the  life  of  the  nation :  anc 
who  is  prepared  for  that  conclusion,  prepared  to  say  that  it  wer< 
better  for  this  nation  to  act  as  if  independent  of  God,  and  vaunt  it 
self  in  its  great  prosperity,  as  Nebuchadnezzar :  "  Is  not  thu 
great  Babylon,  that  I  have  built  for  the  house  of  the  kingdom  bj 
the  might  of  my  power,  and  for  the  honor  of  my  majesty  ?"  Yoi 
must  either  give  God  his  proper  place,  or  deify  man  to  his  over 
throw.  Bnt  there  are  too  many  wrecks  on  the  shore  for  this  to  tx 
clone.  The  ship  holds  its  course  by  the  needle,  that  is  attracted  bj 
a  power  without  it.  Its  own  course,  under  the  power  within  it 
without  compass,  chronometer  or  sextant,  would  end  in  destruction 
Any  objection  to  these  thoughts  for  the  Preamble  of  the  Constitu 
tion  comes  from  our  fears.  They  are  unjust  to  no  one.  They  an 
a  due  recognition  of  what  has  made  this  people  great — their  obe 
dience  to  God,  their  gratitude  to  him,  their  study  of  his  will. 

To  refuse  to  make  these  acknowledgments  would  be  an  ominoui 
step.  Expediency,  policy  has  no  place  in  these  things.  The  lin< 
ot  wisdom  is  to  do  the  thing  because  it  is  right.  The  result  o 
such  a  step,  even  though  taken  with  misgivings,  can  never  be  wha 
it  would  be  if  he  is  denied  acknowledgment  who  holds  nations  ai 
"  the  waters,  in  the  hollow  of  his  hand,  and  takes  up  the  isles  as  f 
very  little  thing." 

The  judicial  aspect  of  the  question  is  already  decided  in  the  fae 
that  religious  acknowledgments  more  or  less  full  are  made  in  i 
majority  of  the  State  Constitutions. 

I  have  hitherto  spoken  of  the  general  subject  in  the  ligh 
of  the  resolution  before  you.  You  will  note  however  in  closeb 
scanning  the  petitions  presented  to  you  that  a  portion  of  then 
ask  more  expressly  for  an  acknowledgment  of  the  Lord  Jesu 
Christ  as  the  ruler  of  nations  and  of  his  revealed  will  as  th< 
supreme  standard  to  decide  moral  issues  in  national  life.  We  urg< 
this  acknowledgment  as  right  and  proper,  and  would  be  please< 
that  you  would  not  only  decide  to  report  the  resolution  now  in  you: 
hands  favorably,  but  that  you  would  make  the  third  clause  of  th< 
proposed  amendment  to  express  a  direct  acceptance  of  the  Bible  a 
the  law  for  moral  issues  in  national  life,  and  also  a  definite   recog 
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nition  of  the  rulership  of  Christ.  This  formula  has  been  in  use  for 
many  years,  and  has  been  approved  by  men  in  all  walks  of  life,  and 
is  respectfully  brought  to  your  notice.  The  Preamble  would  then 
read  as  follows : 

"  We,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  devoutly  acknowledging 
the  supreme  authority  and  just  government  of  Almighty  God  in 
all  the  affairs  of  men  and  nations;  grateful  to  him  for  our  civil  and 
religious  liberty ;  and  owning  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  the  ruler  of 
nations,  and  his  revealed  will  as  the  supreme  standard  to  decide 
moral  issues  in  national  life — in  order,  etc." 

This  form  has  this  in  its  favor  that  it  clearly  recognizes  a  fact 
necessarily  connected  with  the  first  acknowledgment  of  the  divine 
authority  and  government,  and  that  is  that  the  administration 
of  the  government  of  Almighty  God  is  by  Jesus  Christ.  The 
merciful  and  gracious  administration  of  the  affairs  of  this  world  is 
with  him,  the  Servant  of  Jehovah,  and  the  fondest  hopes  of  Israel 
as  to  the  Messiah  are  far  surpassed  in  the  sway  over  nations  exer- 
cised by  him. 

Religion  and  politics  are  not  dissevered.  Religion  and  busi- 
ness are  not  dissevered.  Man  cannot  in  any  relation  escape  from 
big  environment.  Corporations,  communities,  States,  nations 
are  not  exempt  from  duties  to  God.  A  free  people  are  free  under 
God,  and  the  more  free  they  are,  the  more  closely  they  need  to 
hold  themselves  in  obedience  to  God. 

You,  gentlemen,  will  pass  from  these  halls  and  others  will  fill 
your  places,  as  they  will  fill  our  humbler  places,  but  your  decision 
will  outlive  us  all,  in  its  consequences  to  this  republic  whose  liber- 
ties have  been  so  dearly  bought,  and  which  has  been  so  highly 
favored  in  its  career  of  but  little  beyond  a  century. 

Rimabks  of  Prof.  George  before  the  sub-committee,  March  7. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the  Senate  of  United  States  ; 

It  is  proposed  to  discuss  that  feature  of  the  proposed  religious 
amendment  of  the  United  States  Constitution  which  defines  the  re- 
lation of  the  nation  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Many  who  admit 
that  the  supreme  authority  and  just  government  of  Almighty  God 
in  the  affairs  of  men  and  of  nations  should  be  acknowledged,  doubt 
the  propriety  or  necessity  of  declaring  the  nation's  allegiance  to 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ :  and  many  others  who  would  acknowledge 
him  as  the  mediator  through  whom  the  nation  must  approach  to 
God  in  prayer  and  in  seeking  forgiveness,  deny  that  he  is  to  be 
owned  as  the  ruler  by  whom  God  administers  his  government  over 
the  nations. 

The  question  is  one  that  can  only  be  determined  by  the  authority 
of  God's  word,  because  we  can  know  nothing  of  the  relation  of  the 
nations  to  Jesus  Christ  but  by  divine  revelation.  And  if  God  has 
supreme  authority  in  the  affairs  of  nations,  and  if  he  has  spoken 
to  nations  in  his  word,  then  its  teachings  must  be  regarded  as  final. 
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In  the  few  moments  I  have  to  speak,  I  will  confine  myself  to  two 
points. 

i.  As  to  tlie  matter  of  fact,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  the  ruler  oj 
nations:  Jesus  Christ  makes  this  claim  of  himself.  He  says  in 
John  5  :  22,  23,  "The  Father  judgeth  no  man,  but  hath  committed 
all  judgment  unto  the  Son,  that  all  may  honor  the  Son,  even  as  they 
honor  the  Father:  He  that  honoreth  not  the  Son  houoreth  not  the 
Father  which  hath  sent  him." 

The  declaration  here  made  is  sustained  by  a  whole  line  of  pass- 
ages running  throughout  the  word  of  God,  showing  that  nations, 
kingdoms  and  dominions,  have  all  been  placed  under  the  authority 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

[The  second  Psalm  declares  the  eternal  decree  by  which  he  was 
appointed  and  the  command  to  kings  and  judges  to  render  allegiance 
to  the  Son.  The  7th  chapter  of  Daniel,  13th  and  14th  verses,  rep- 
resents in  a  prophetic  scene  the  actual  delegation  to  him  of  author- 
ity— "that  all  peoples,  nations  and  languages  should  serve  him;M 
and  Revelation,  5th  chapter,  presents  in  apocalyptic  vision  the  actual 
coronation  of  Christ  as  Lord  of  all.] 

Think  also  of  the  royal  names  by  which  he  is  called :  '  He  is 
the  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth,  the  Governor  among  the 
nations,  the  King  of  kings  and  the  Lord  of  lords.  Such  names 
are  meaningless  and  without  significance  if  nations  do  not  owe 
allegiance  to  him  as  their  ruler.     Our  Lord  wears  no  empty  titles. 

My  second  proposition  is : 

II,  No  acknowledgment  of  God  made  by  a  nation  having  the  light 
of  his  word  can  be  acceptable  to  him,  if  it  does  not  declare  the  nation's 
submission  to  Jesus  Christ  as  the  ruler  of  nations.  "  Tne  Father 
judgeth  no  man,  but  hath  committed  all  judgment  to  the  Son,  that 
all  men  should  honor  the  Son  even  as  they  honor  the  Father  :  He 
that  honoreth  not  the  Scm,  honoreth  not  the  Father  which  hath  sent 
him"  This  is  still  more  explicitly  affirmed  in  I.  John  2 :  23, 
"  Whosoever  denieth  the  Son,  the  same  hath  not  the  Father :  He  tfiat 
acknowledged  the  Son,  hath  the  Father  also"  Language  could  not 
be  made  more  emphatic  than  this.  The  failure  to  make  due 
acknowledgment  of  .Jesus  Christ  would  impair  all  the  rest  of  the 
amendment. 

When  Pharaoh  made  Joseph  ruler  of  the  land  of  Egyptand  took 
off  his  signet  ring  from  his  hand  and  put  it  on  Joseph's  hand ;  and 
commanded  that  they  should  cry  before  the  chariot  in  which  he  rode, 
"  Bow  the  knee,"  to  have  refused  to  submit  to  Joseph,  would  hare 
been  treason  against  Pharoah — would  it  not  ?  When  God  also  hath 
highly  exalted  him  and  given  him  a  name  that  is  above  every 
name,  that  at  the  name  of  Jesus  every  knee  should  bow  ;  and  thai 
every  tongue  should  confess  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of 
God  the  Father,  is  it  not  true  that  the  refusal  to  own  the  rulership 
of  Christ,  is  a  rejection  of  the  authority  of  God?  Hence,  gentle- 
men of  the  committee,  I  re-affirm  my  proposition  that  no  proposed 
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religious  acknowledgment  can  have  acceptance  with  God,  if  in  it 
the  nation  does  not  declare  its  allegiance  to  Jesus  Christ  as  the  ruler 
of  nations. 

The  joint  resolution  as  referred  to  your  honorable  committee, 
contains  the  following:  "And  encouraged  by  the  assurances  of 
his  word  to  invoke  his  guidance,  as  a  Christian  nation,  according 
to  his  appointed  way,  through  Jesus  Christ."  It  appears  to  many 
of  the  ardent  sup|M>rters  of  this  movement  that,  while  this  language 
does  clearly  point  out  the  mediation  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  that  it  i 
through  him  that  the  nation  has  access  to  God  in  prayer,  it 
does  not  declare  with  sufficient  clearness  the  nation's  acceptance  of 
him,  as  the  one  by  whom  the  nation  is  governed,  and  they  would 
earnestly  desire  that,  if  your  committee  shall  in  its  wisdom  decide 
to  report  the  bill  favorably  to  the  Senate,  you  would  secure  such 
modification  of  its  verbiage  as  shall  give  greater  prominence  and 
explicitness  to  this  vital  truth  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  nation's  ac- 
cepted ruler.  Our  nation  will  thereby  commend  itself  to*  the  favor 
and  approval  of  him  who  has  said  :  "This  is  my  beloved  Son  in 
whom  I  am  well  pleased ;  hear  him."  "  Kiss  the  Son  lest  he  be 
angry- and  ye  perish  from  the  way  when  his  wrath  is  kindled  but  a 
little.**     "Blessed  are  all  they  that  trust  in  him." 

If  it  be  objected  that  such  an  acknowledgment  would  infringe 
upon  the  rights  of  the  Jew,  my  answer  is :  1.  Rights  are  from 
God :  and  God  has  never  given  to  any  man  the  right  to  oppose  the 
claims  of  his  Son.  As  between  himself  and  God,  the  Jew  has  no 
such  rights.  2.  The  Jew  has  no  right  to  insist  that  a  Christian 
nation  shall  join  him  in  the  rejection  of  Jesus  Christ.  He  is  en- 
titled under  the  first  amendment  to  the  Constitution  to  "  the  free 
exercise  of  his  religion  "  for  himself:  but  he  is  not  empowered  to 
forbid  to  the  nation  as  a  Christian  nation  the  free  exercise  of  its 
religion,  and  when  he  attempts  to  interfere  with  the  nation's  right  to 
worship  God  through  Jesus  Christ,  he  steps  beyond  the  sphere  of 
his  rights.  [The  Jews  as  a  nation  decided  for  themselves  to  reject 
Jesus  of  Nazareth  and  imprecated  his  blood  on  themselves  and  on 
their  children,  but  they  have  no  right  to  demand  that  our  beloved 
land  shall  call  down  upon  itself  the  same  righteous  judgment.] 

N.  B. — The  portions  enclosed  in  brackets  were  omitted  in  speak- 
ing, to  abbreviate. 

Remarks  prepared  by  Prof.  Willson  for  hearing  of  March  7. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  : 

The  resolution  before  you  proposesan  amendment  to  the  Preamble 
of  the  Constitution  :  this  amendment  contains,  1,  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  authority  and  government  of  God.  2,  An  expression 
of  gratitude  to  him  for  our  liberties,  and  3,  A  declaration  of  the 
nation's  encouragement  by  his  word  to  pray  for  guidance,  as  a 
Christian  nation,  according  to  his  appointed  way,  through  Jesus 
Christ. 

Ought  such  acknowledgments  to  be  made  in  the  Constitution  ? 
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They  have  been  often  made  by  the  nation  in  the  course  of  it* 
history.  Any  one  acquainted  as  you  are  with  the  life  of  our  people 
and  with  their  history  from  the  landing  of  the  early  settlers  01 
these  shores,  through  the  revolutionary  struggle,  and  on  till  to-daj 
knows  full  well  that  the  very  phraseology  of  this  amendment  if 
familiar.  This  nation  has  by  it  rulers  betaken  itself  to  God  foi 
counsel  and  wisdom,  and  in  the  hour  of  its  deepest  distress  in  tb< 
throes  of  civil  war,  the  language  of  acknowledgment,  confessior 
and  entreaty  exceeded  what  lies  before  you  to-day. 

Why  then  should  these  thoughts  not  be  expressed  in  the  Consti- 
tution ? 

It  cannot  be  that  it  is  because  the  nation  is  changing  in  its  vital 
elements,  and  is  preparing  for  a  career,  alien  to  its  past,  proposing 
to  forsake  <3od,  and  to  despise  his  law,  and  his  grace.  God  forbid 
we  all  must  say,  as  we  love  our  country,  and  remember  his  words 
"  Them  that  honor  me  I  will  honor  and  they  that  despise  me  shal 
be  lightly  esteemed.,, 

What  then  ?  I  am  persuaded  that  the  difficulty  is  in  our  fears 
fears  that  in  an  endeavor  to  do  right,  evils  may  spring  up  that  will 
embarrass  and  trouble  us.  Yet  it  is  always  safe  to  do  the  right  it 
such  a  matter  because  it  is  right,  and  this,  even  though  then 
be  misgivings.  The  apprehended  difficulties  may  never  come,  th< 
pathway  grows  clearer  as  we  go  on.  It  is  so  in  life  for  the  person 
it  is  so  also  for  the  nation ;  while  on  the  other  hand,  what  is  it  tc 
refuse  to  make  an  acknowledgment  of  the  power,  goodness  anc 
grace  of  him  who  holds  nations  to  account,  and  is  the  just  judge  ol 
all  the  earth  ? 

As  to  the  form  of  this  acknowledgment  in  the  Preamble,  permil 
me  to  ask  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  a  portion  of  the  petition! 
ask  for  acknowledgments  in  express  terms  of  the  moral  law  of  the 
Bible,  and  of  the  rulersbip  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  We  urge 
this  acknowledgment  as  right  and  proper,  and  would  be  pleasec 
that  you  would  not  only  decide  to  report  the  resolution  now  in 
your  bands  favorably,  but  that  you  would  make  the  third  clause  01 
the  proposed  amendment  into  a  form  as  follows : 

41  We  the  people  gf  the  United  States,  devoutly  acknowledging 
the  supreme  authority  and  just  government  of  Almighty  God  in  al 
the  affairs  of  men  and  nations;  grateful  to  him  for  our  civil  anc 
religious  liberty  ;  and  owning  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  the  ruler  ol 
nations,  and  his  revealed  will  as  the  supreme  standard  to  decide 
moral  issues  in  national  life,  in  order  etc." 

This  recognizes  a  fact  necessarily  connected  with  the  first  ac- 
knowledgment, of  the  authority  and  government  of  God,  and  that  u 
that  the  administration  is  by  Jesus  Christ.  God  "  hath  committee 
all  judgment  unto  his  Son."  He  is  our  judge,  Paul  declared  01 
Mars'  Hill,  in  full  view  of  the  Athenian  temples  of  idolatry. 

May  you,  Senators,  be  directed  in  the  discharge  of  your  duty  ir 
this  as  in  all  other  questions  that  come  before  you,  in  such  a  waj 


1894.]  Items.  119 

that  what  you  do  may  commend  itself  to  the  considerate  judgment 
of  the  people,  and  to  the  gracious  favor  of  Ood. 


The  whole  proceedings  of  Tuesday  were  stenograph  ically  reported 
for  the  committee.  The  truths  uttered  by  the  speakers  of  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday  will  bear  fruit.  What  disposition  will  be  made  of 
the  resolution  we  know  not.  It  is  ours  "  to  labor  and  pray,"  that 
the  truth  as  to  national  duty  in  its  fullness  may  be  accepted  by  our 
country.  D.  B.  W. 


j 


TEMS, 


Ax  arrangement  has  been  made,  which  will  be  submitted  to  pres- 
bytery at  its  next  meeting  for  approval,  by  which  the  time  of  Rev. 
Mr.  Raitt  will  be  fully  occupied.  It  is  proposed  that  New  Castle 
aggregation  take  one-half  in  the  cultivation  of  its  missions,  and 
Springfield  congregation  the  other.  This  is  in  the  line  of  the  plan 
.  adopted  some  time  ago  by  Pittsburgh  Presbytery  and  which  has  thus 
far  worked  well. 

The  session  of  the  East  End  R.  P.  church  has  suggested  the  follow- 
ing arraugement  for  the  installation  of  Rev.  H.  H.  George:  To  pre- 
side and  make  installation  prayer,  J.  W.  Sproull ;  preach  sermon, 
D.  B.  Willson ;  read  edict,  J.  C.  Calderwood  ;  address  pastor,  D. 
McAllister;  address  people,  D.  C.  Martin.  These  persons,  with  elders 
„  A.  C.  Coulter  and  Wm.  Martin,  to  constitute  commission.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Supplies  makes,  in  accordance  with  the  request,  the  above 
appointments.  The  commission  will  meet  in  the  East  End  church, 
Tuesday,  April  3,  1894,  7  p.  m.  Committee. 

The  first  week  of  April  has  been  for  several  years  observed  in 
many  parts  of  the  world  as  a  season  of  united  prayer  for  the  Lord's 
day.  In  behalf  of  a  large  number  of  Christian  people  interested 
therein,  the  undersigned  beg  leave  to  commend  this  subject  to  the 
ministers  and  churches,  and  respectfully  to  suggest  that  on  the  first 
day  .of  April  next,  the  observance  of  the  Lord's  day  be  made  the 
topic  of  sj>ecial  instruction  and  prayer,  and,  as  far  as  practicable,  the 
remaining  days  of  the  week. 

The  remarkable  awakening  of  public  sentiment  dining  the  past 
▼ear,  in  defence  of  the  national  recognition  of  the  day  of  rest,  gives 
special  occasion  for  gratitude  to  God,  and  encouragement  to  continued 
efforts  for  the  maintenance  of  his  holy  day. 

Yet,  never  was  there  greater  need  of  prayer  for  the  divine  help,  in 
view  of  the  growing  tendency,  on  the  part  of  many  who  profess  and 
call  themselves  Christians,  to  spend  the  hours  of  the  Lord's  day  in 
secular  pleasures  and  pursuits. 

And  never  was  there  more  pressing  need  of  prayer  that  the  selfish 
competitions  of  trade   and    greed  of  gain  may  not  be  permitted  to 
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rob  those  who  earn  their  daily  bread  by  their  daily  labor  of  the 
sacred  right  to  rest  and  worship. 

T.  A.  Fernley,  Phila.  Sabbath  Association. 

W.  W.  Atterbury,  New  York  Sabbath  Com. 

Geo.  S.  Mott,  New  Jersey  Sabbath  Union. 

J.  B.  Helwig,  Ohio  Sabbath  Association. 

L.  S.  Coffin,  Iowa  Sabbatli  Association. 

M.  D.  Kneeland,  Mass.  Sab.  Protect.  League. 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Bateham,  Sabbath  Observ.  Dept. 
W.  C.  T.  U. 

J.  H.  Knowles,  American  Sabbath  Union. 
Address  Rev.  J.  H.  Knowles,  D.  D.,  203  Broadway,  New  Yorl 
in   reference  to  Sabbath  literature  suitable  for  distribution  at  the 


services. 
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SECOND    QUARTER,    1894. 

LESSON   I.— April    1. 

JAC0B'8  PKKVAILING  FBATSB.-Genefit  82 :  9-12 ;  24-80. 


9.  And  Jacob  said,  O  God  of  my 
father  Abraham,  and  God  of  my  father 
Isaac,  the  Lord  which  saidst  unto  me, 
Return  unto  thy  country,  aud  to  thy 
kindred,  and  I  will  deal  well  with  thee: 

10.  I  am  not  worthy  of  the  least  of 
all  tlie  mercies,  and  of  all  the  truth, 
which  thou  hast  shewed  unto  thy  ser- 
vant ;  for  with  my  staff  I  passed  over 
this  Jordan  ;  and  now  I  am  become  two 
bands. 

11.  Deliver  me,  I  pray  thee,  from  the 
band  of  my  brother,  trom  the  hand  of 
Esau  :  for  1  tear  him,*  lest  he  will  come 
and  smite  me,  and  the  mother  with  the 
children. 

12.  And  thou  saidst,  I  will  surely  do 
thee  good,  and  make  thy  seed  as  the 
sand  of  the  sea,  which  cannot  be  num- 
bered for  multitude. 

24.  And  Jacob  was  left  alone  ;  and 
there  wrestled  a  man  with  him  until 
the  breaking  of  the  day. 


25.  And  when  he  saw  that  he  pi 
vailed  not  against  him,  he  touched  tl 
hollow  of  his  thigh  ;  and  the  hollow 
Jacob's  thigh  was  out  of  joint,  as  i 
wrestled  with  him. 

26.  And  he  said,  Let  me  go,  for  tl 
day  breaketh.  And  he  said  I  will  n 
let  thee  go,  except  thou  bles*  me. 

27.  And  he  said  unto  him,  What 
thy  name  ?  And  he  said  Jacob. 

28.  And  he  said,  Thy  name  shall 
called  no  more  Jacob,  but  Israel :  f 
as  a  prince  hast  thou  power  with  G» 
and  with  men,  and  hast  prevailed. 

27.  And  Jacob  asked  him,  and  sai 
Tell  me,  I  pray  thee,  thy  name.  Aj 
he  said,  Wherefore  is  it  that  thou  dc 
ask  after  my  name?  And  he  bless* 
him  there. 

30.  And  Jacob  called  the  name  of  tl 
place  Peniel  :  for  I  have  seen  God  fa 
to  face,  and  my  life  is  preserved. 


Golden  Text:  1  will  not  let  thee  go,  except  thou  bless  me.- 
Genesis  32 :  26. 

The  lesson  of  March  1 1th  was  Jacob  at  Bethel.  He  was  fleeii 
from  home,  from  the  face  of  Esau,  and  was  on  his  way  to  Padai 
Aram  to  the  former  home  of  his  mother,  Rebekah.  There  he  rnarru 
Leah  and  Rachel,  sisters,  daughters  of  Labau.  The  Bible  recon 
Ins  polygamy,  but  the  word  of  God  does  not  sanction  it.  See  Ma  lad 
2:  15. 

Jacob  had  now  eleven  sons  and  one  daughter,  and  was  returning 
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Cauaau.  Before  he  reached  the  Jordan  he  heard  of  the  approach  of 
Esau  with  four  hundred  armed  men.  He  was  filled  with  alarm,  but 
his  character  showed  itself  in  his  prudence  and  his  piety.  He  prepared 
a  present  for  Esau  from  his  flocks  and  herds,  and  placed  these  in  the 
advance,  the  driver  of  each  band  with  the  word,  that  they  were  a 
present  to  Esau.  Behind  them  he  placed  the  handmaids  and  their 
children,  then  Leah  and  her  children,  and  behind  them,  Rachel 
and  her  son  Joseph.  Having  done  all  that  lay  in  his  power  to  save 
what  he  had,  he  casts  himself  upon  God.  He  went  at  night  from  the 
company  and  engaged  in  prayer.  This  is  the  subject  of  the  lesson  of 
to-<lay.  We  have  here,  1.,  The  prayer  of  Jacob,  Vs.  9-12;  II.,  The 
wrestling  of  Jacob,  Vs.  24,  25;  III.,  The  prevalence  of  Jacob,  Vs. 
26-30. 

I.  The  prayer  of  Jacob,  Vs.  9-12.  Here  we  have  his  pleas,  his 
acknowledgments  and  his  requests.  Jacob  pleads  the  covenant  rela- 
tion of  God  with  his  fathers,  and  with  himself  as  the  seed  of  his  ser- 
vants, and  also  the  divine  command  and  promise  to  himself  Jacob 
owns  his  unworthiness  of  God's  mercy  and  faithfulness  in  his  dealings 
with  him,  and  especially  notes  his  enlargement.  He  had  passed  that 
way  alone  and  a  fugitive  twenty,  it  may  be,  forty,  years  liefore,  and 
now  lie  is  returning,  two  companies.  Jacob  presents  his  request  to 
God  for  deliverance  from  Esau  in  his  dread  of  his  anger,  and  pleads 
the  divine  promise  to  him  of  good  and  of  an  innumerable  seed.  All 
of  which  teaches  us  in  our  requests  to  God  to  plead  his  covenant 
faithfulness,  his  mercy,  and  confessing  our  ill  desert,  to  rely  on  his 
promises. 

II.  The  wrestling  of  Jacob,  Vs.  24,  25.  See  Hoseu  12  :  4,  5.  He 
wrestled  with  the  Angel  of  the  Covenant  through  the  night,  with 
Christ  to  become  incarnate  in  the  fulness  of  time.  He  wrestled  with 
him  in  the  form  of  man,  not  overcoming  him.  The  earnestness 
and  power  of  Jacob  herein  appears,  in  the  grace  of  God.  But  the 
Angel  disabled  him  by  touching  the  hollow  of  his  thigh,  dislocating 
it.  Thus  he  revealed  to  him  his  weakness,  and  this  disability  Jacob 
bore  till  death.  Jacob  was  in  his  power,  but  he  put  not  forth  his 
strength  against  him.     Jacob  bore  in  his  body  this  token. 

III.  The  prevalence  of  Jacob,  Vs.  26-30.  The  grasp  of  Jacob  is 
still  firm.  His  arms  are  still  empowered.  The  Angel  of  Jehovah 
seeks  release,  but  Jacob  perseveres,  seeking  a  blessing.  The  name  of 
Jacob  is  changed  by  the  angel.  Jacob,  the  supplanter,  is  now  Israel, 
the  prince  with  God,  with  this  testimony:  "As  a  prince  hast  thou 
power  with  God  and  with  men,  and  hast  prevailed. "  Jacob  then 
asked  his  name,  but  it  was  not  given,  but  a  blessing  was  given.  Israel 
knew  that  he  had  been  with  God,  and  he  called  the  place  Peniel,  the 
face  of  God. 

In  times  of  trial  let  us  seek  first  the  face  of  God. 
Let  us  earnestly  strive  for  the  blessing  till  we  gain  it. 
Psalms  105:  14,  15;  4(>:  9-11;  121. 
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8HORTER  CATECHISM. 

Ques.  92.     What  is  a  sacrament  t 

Arts.  A  sacrament  is  a  holy  ordinance  instituted  by  Christ,  i 
in,  by  sensible  signs,  Christ  and  the  benefits  of  the  new  covena 
represented,  sealed,  and  applied  to  believers. 


LESSON   II.— April  8. 

DIVISION  IB  JACOBS  FAMILY- Genetii  37: 1-11- 

1.  And  Jacob  dwelt  in  the  land  7.  For,  behold,  we  were  1 
wherein  his  father  was  a  stranger,  in  sheaves  in  the  field,  and,  lo,  m; 
the  land  of  Canaan.  arose,   and  also  stood  upright 

2.  These  are  the  generations  of  Jacob,  behold  your  sheaves  stood  roum 
Joseph,  being  seventeen  years  old,  was  an<f  mafle  obeisaoee  to  my  shea 
feeding  the  flock  with  his  brethren ;  and  ,  8-  A.n(*  n,s  brethren  said  to  hin 
the  lad  was  with  the  sons  of  Bilhah,  tnou  mdefd  reign  oyer  us  ?  c 
and  with  the  sons  of  Zilpah,  his  father's  lhou  indeed  have  dominion  ov 
wives :  and  Joseph  brought  unto  his  And  they  hated  him  yet  the  n 
father  their  evil  report.  n'8  dreams,  and  for  his  words. 

3.  Now  Israel  loved  Joseph  more  than      A  9"    And.  Jie,jdl,e?m,ed  »ye5.  * 

all  his  children  because  he  was  the  son      dream»  and  toM  lt  to  hl8  brelhr( 
*  uL  cl°I,aren'  D«c»U8e  n5  wa?  tne «»      sa  d,  I  have  dreamed  a  dream 
of  bis  old  age  :  and  he  made  him  a  coat      and  •  ^  w    u     9UQ  ftud  ^ 

of  many  colours.  and  the  eleven  stars  made  obeU 

4.  And  when  his  brethren  saw  that  .    me 

wflf^jS  h?„re  **»!?  ™m  I®-  And  he  told  it  to  his  fath 

™*  «™t  SlKJMm  to  his  brethren :  and  his  father  r 

not  speak  peaceably  unto  him.  him>  ftnd  ^  unto  bim>  Whftt 

5.  And  Joseph  dreamed  a  dream,  and  dream  that  thou  hast  dreamed 
he  told  it  his  brethren:  and  they  hated  ;  i  ^a  thy  mother  and  thy  b 
him  yet  the  more.  indeed  come  to  bow  down  oure< 

6.  And  be  said  unto  them,  Hear,  I  !  thee  to  the  earth  ? 

pray  you,   this  dream   which  I  have  I       11.  And  his  brethren  euvie< 
dreamed :  but  his  father  observed  the  sayii 

Golden  Text:  See  that  ye  fall  not  out  by  the  way. — G 
45:24. 

We  have  here  an  account  of  affairs  in  the  family  of  Jacob. 
Jacob  re-entered  Canaan,  he  had  come  to  Shechem  and  joui 
southward  to  Bethel,  past  the  site  of  Jerusalem  to  Bethlehem, 
there  Rachel  died.  Thence  he  moved  to  Hebron,  where  his  : 
Isaac,  and  his  grandfather,  Abraham,  had  dwelt  among  strangei 
the  family  circle  we  have  this  account:  L,  Joseph  loved  ;  II.,  J 
hated  ;  III.,  The  dreams  of  Joseph. 

I.  Joseph  loved,  Vs.  1-3.  Jacob  had  taken  two  wives — Leg 
Rachel,  and  two  concubines,  Bilhah  and  Zilpah.  Rachel  was 
The  sons  of  Bilhah  and  Zilpah  were  shepherds.  They  were  no 
men,  and  Joseph  told  his  father  of  his  brothers'  bad  deeds.  * 
was  loved  by  his  father.  His* character  commended  him,  and  1 
the  son  of  Rachel,  and  he  loved  him  more  than  the  others  and 
him  a  long  sleeved  or  variegat  d  coat.  Thus  was  Joseph  singl 
by  his  father,  exposing  him  to  what  is  next  noted. 

II.  Joseph  hated,  V.  4.  The  brothers  of  Joseph  all  U 
against  Joseph  in  their  jealousy  of  him,  the  natural  result,  j 
sinful  result  of  what   had   been   noted,  his  character  and  his  fa 
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preference  of  him.  Their  hatred  of  Joseph  led  them  to  leave  off 
speaking  to  him.  They  did  not  greet  him.  They  were  "  mad  at  hi  in,* 
in  the  common  mode  of  speech. 

III.  The  dreams  of  Joseph,  Vs.  5-11.  Two  dreams  of  Joseph 
are  noted,  which  being  told,  served  only  to  intensify  the  hatred  of  his 
brethren.  No  doubt  they  attributed  them  to  his  pride  of  heart,  be- 
cause of  their  pride  of  heart.  They  resented  the  thought  of  his  future 
superiority.  He  told  the  dreams  in  his  simplicity ;  the  one  dream  of 
the  sheaves  in  the  field  and  the  obedience  paid  to  his  sheaf.  This 
dream  angered  them.  He  told  another  dream  :  the  sun  and  the  moon 
tod  the  eleven  stars  did  obeisance  to  him.  The  interpretation  was 
plain.  This  was  fuel  to  his  brethren's  hatred,  and  his  father  rebuked 
him  as  there  seemed  to  be  irreverence  towards  him.  Yet  his  father 
observed  the  saying.  It  make  an  impression  on  him.  It  was  not  the 
lad's  pride.     Was  there  something  in  it  of  prophecy  ? 

Psalms  133;  7:  9-11;  141:  5. 

SHORTER   CATECHISM. 

Ques.  93.      Which  are  the  sacraments  of  the  New  Testament  t 
Ans.     The  sacraments  ot  the  New  Testament  are  Baptism  and  the 
Lord's  Supper. 

LESSOX  III,— April  15. 

JOSEPH  BOLD  INTO  EGYPT.-Geneais  37 :  23-36. 

pit ;  and,  behold,  Joseph  was  not  in  the 
pit :  and  he  rent  his  clothes. 

30.  And  he  returned  unto  his 
brethren,  and  said,  The  child  is  not ; 
and  I,  whither  shall  I  go? 

31.  And  they  took  Joseph  *s  coat,  and 
killed  a  kid  of  the  goats,  and  dipped 
the  coat  in  the  blood  ; 

32.  And  they  sent  the  coat  of  many 
colours,  and  they  brought  it  to  their 
father  ;  and  said,  This  have  we  found  r 
know  now  whether  it  be  thy  sou's  coat 
or  no. 

33  And  he  knew  it,  and  said,  It  is 
my  son's  coat ;  an  evil  beast  hath  de- 
voured him  ;  Joseph  is  without  doubt 
rent  in  pieces. 

34.  And  Jacob  rent  his  clothes,  and 
put  sackcloth  upon  his  loins,  and 
mourned  for  his  son  many  days. 

3').  And  all  his  sons  and  all  his 
daughters  rose  up  to  comfort  him  ;  but 
he  refused  to  be  comforted;  and  he  said, 
For  I  will  go  down  into  the  grave  unto 
my  son  mourning.  Thus  his  father 
wept  for  him. 

36.  And  the  Midianites  sold  him  into 
Egypt  unt6  Potiphar,  an  officer  of 
Pharaoh's,  and  captain  of  the  guard. 


83.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Joseph 
was  come  unto  his  brethren,  that  they 
stripped  Joseph  out  of  his  coat,  his  coat 
of  many  colours  that  was  on  him  ; 

2-1.  And  they  took  him,  and  cast  him 
into  a  pit :  and  the  pit  was  empty,  there 
was  no  water  in  it. 

35.  And  they  sat  down  to  eat  bread  : 
tod  they  lifted  up  their  eyes  and  looked 
and  behold,  a  company  of  Ishmaelites 
came  from  Gilead,  with  their  camels 
Wing  spicery  and  balm,  and  myrrh, 
going  to  carry  it  oown  to  Egypt. 

26.  And  Judah  said  unto  his  brethren 
What  profit  is  it  if  we  slay  our  brother, 
tod  conceal  his  blood  ? 

27.  Come,  and  let  us  sell  him  to  the 
Ishmaelites,  and  let  not  our  hand  be 
upon  him  ;  for  he  is  our  brother  and 
oar  flesh  :  and  his  brethren  were  con- 
tent. 

28.  Then  there  passed  by  Midianites 
merchantmen;  and  tbey  drew  and  lifted 
up  Joseph  out  of  the  pit,  and  sold 
Joseph  to  the  Ishmaelites  for  twenty 
pieces  of  silver:  and  they  brought 
Joseph  into  Egpt. 

29.  And  Reuben  returned  unto  the 


Goldex  Text:      Ye  thought  evil  against  me,  but  God  meant  it 
*n(o  good. — Genesis  50 :  20. 

The  character  of  Joseph    roused  the   hatred  and  the  preference  of 
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Jacob  for  Joseph,  excited  the  envy  of  the  other  sons  of  Jacob,  an 
the  dreams  that  Joseph  told  them  served  to  increase  their  hatred,  ac 
cherished  in  the  heart,  it  led  at  last  to  a  purpose  to  make  away  wit 
him.  All  the  brothers  were  not  equally  involved  in  this  murderoi 
purpose.  The  occasion  offered  was  a  visit  by  Joseph  to  them,  he  b 
ing  sent  by  their  father  from  Hebron  to  inquire  of  their  welfare.  £ 
travelled  north  till  he  found  them  at  last  at  Dothan,  seventy  mil 
away.  When  they  saw  him  they  said,  Lo,  this  dreamer  comet 
'Come,  let  us  kill  him  and  we  shall  see  what  will  become  of  his  dream 
Yet  God  used  this  very  hatred  as  a  factor  in  bringing  about  his  elev; 
tion.  Rueben  saved  him  then  by  drawing  them  from  direct  murdc 
by  proposing  casting  him  into  a  pit,  intending  to  return  him  to  h 
father.     He  was  the  oldest  son,  a  son  of  Leah. 

I.  Joseph  sold  into  Egypt,  Vs.  23-28.  Joseph  came  with  his  ii 
•quiry  from  Jacob,  his  father.  Then  his  brethren  seized  him,  stripp< 
from  him  his  coat  that  was  a  sign  of  his  father's  fondness  for  hir 
They  then  cast  him  into  a  pit,  and  unconcernedly  set  down  to  e 
bread.  No  blessing  on  their  meal,  no  care  for  their  suffering  brothe 
no  fear  of  God  before  their  eyes.  While  they  were  eating,  a  compar 
•of  Ishmaelites  pass  by  from  Gilead,  travelling  south  to  Egypt,  wit 
spicery,  balm  and  myrrh.  Judah,  knowing  their  hateful  spirit,  woir 
save  Joseph  from  death  and  proposed  that  they  sell  him  to  the  Isl 
maelites.  He  had  to  meet  a  murderous  intent,  and  drew  the  othe 
off.  He  was  sold  to  tiie  Ishmaelites  for  twenty  pieces  of  silver — aboi 
fifteen  dollars.  See  Lev.  27  :  6.  This  was  most  barbarous  and  wicke* 
Yet  American  slavery  was  only  a  few  removes  from  such  a  trasactio 
The  negroes,  some  of  whom  were  imported,  up  to  the  opening  of  tl 
Civil  War,  by  the  pirates,  were  seized  in  Africa,  and  the  price  pai 
here  gave  no  title  to  any  claimant  of  such  property  in  man. 

The  distress  of  Reuben  is  told.  He  had  been  away,  and  his  pis 
for  the  delivery  of  Joseph  had  been  thwarted.  He  rent  his  clothes  i 
his  distress  of  mind. 

II.  Jacob  deceived  as  to  the  fate  of  Joseph,  Vs.  29-36.  Tho 
who  had  plotted  to  kill  Joseph  soon  had  a  plan  to  cover  their  sinfi 
deed  in  selling  him  into  slavery — the  coat  is  dipped  in  a  kid's  bloc 
and  shown  to  Jacob  as  found  by  them.  The  grief  of  Jacob  over  tl 
loss  of  Joseph  was  unassuaged :  "I  will  go  down  unto  the  grai 
mourning  for  my  son."  Judah  and  Reuben  both  held  back  the  stoi 
of  his  fate.  The  sons  of  Bilhah  and  Zilpah  were  deepest  in  the  gui] 
Joseph  became  a  slave  in  the  family  of  Potiphar,  an  officer  of  Pharaoli 
guard. 

Psalms  105:  16-19;  76:8-10;  147:3-5. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  94.      What  is-baplium  ? 

Aits.  Baptism  is  a  sacrament,  wherein  the  washing  with  water  : 
the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  dol 
signify  and  seal  our  ingrafting  into  Christ,  and  partaking  of  the  ben 
<fits  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  and  our  engagement  to  be  the  Lord's. 
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44.  And  Pharaoh  said  unto  Joseph, 
I  am  Pharaoh,  and  without  thee  shall 
no  man  lift  up  his  hand  or  toot  in  all. 
the  land  of  Egypt. 

45.  And  Phaiaoh  called  Joseph's 
name  Zaphnath-paaneah  ;  and  he  gave 
him  to  wife  Asenath  the  daughter  of 
Poti-pherah  priest  of  On.  And  Joseph 
went  out  over  all  the  land  of  Egypt. 

46.  And  Joseph  was  thirty  years  old* 
when  he  stood  before  Pharaoh  king  of 
Egypt.  And  Joseph  went  out  from 
the  presence  of  Pharaoh,  and  went 
throughout  all  the  land  of  Egypt. 

47.  And  in  the  seven  plenteous  years 
the  earth  brought  forth  by  handfuls. 

48.  And  he  gathered  up  all  the  food 
of  the  seven  years,  which  were  in  the 
land  of  Egypt,  and  laid  up  the  food  in 
the  cities  ;  the  food  of  the  field,  which 
was  round  about  every  city,  laid  he  up 
in  the  same. 


LEHtiON  IV.— April  22. 

JOSEPH  BULEB  IN  EGTPT.-Genesii  41 :  88-48. 

38.  And  Pharaoh  said  unto  his  ser- 
vasts,  Can  we  find  such  a  one  as  this 
is,  t  man  in  whom  the  Spirit  of  God  is? 

39.  And  Pharaoh  said  unto  Joseph, 
Forasmuch  as  God  hath  shewed  thee 
all  this,  there  is  none  so  discreet  and 
wise  ts  thou  art. 

40.  Thou  shalt  be  over  my  house,  and 
according  unto  thy  word  shall  all  my 
people  be  ruled :  only  in  the  throne  will 
I  be  greater  than  thou. 

41.  And  Pharaoh  said  unto  Joseph, 
See,  1  have  set  thee  over  all  the  land  of 
Egypt 

42.  And  Pharaoh  took  off  his  ring 
from  his  hand,  and  put  it  upon  Joseph's 
hand,  and  arrayed  him  in  vestures  of 
fine  linen,  and  put  a  gold  chain  about 
his  neck  ; 

48.  And  he  made  him  to  ride  in  the 
second  chariot  which  he  had  ;  and  they 
cried  before  him,  Bow  the  knee  :  and 
he  made  him  ruler  over  all  the  land  of 
Egypt. 

Golden  Text  :     Them  that  honor  me,  IyrUl  honor. — I.  Sam.  2:30. 

There  is  passed  over  much  of  great  interest  in  Joseph's  life — his 
demeanor  in  Potiphar's  house,  the  false  charge  by  Potiphar's  wife 
against  him,  his  imprisonment,  the  dreams  of  his  fellow  prisoners,  the 
chief  butler  and  the  chief  baker,  Joseph's  interpreting  their  dreams, 
and  then  Pharaoh's  two  dreams.  Joseph  having  told  Pharaoh  what 
was  to  befall  Egypt,  and  having  advised  him,  Pharaoh  speaks  as  in 
this  lesson. 

I.  Pharaoh  exalting  Joseph,  Vs.  38-44.  His  choice  is  made  on 
the  evidence  he  had  that  God  was  with  him,  and  that  he  was  wise  and 
discreet.  The  man  who  was  given  by  God  to  know  the  coming  evil 
and  wiio  advised  how  to  meet  it  was  advanced  by  the  king  to  the 
sw)iid  place  in  the  kingdom  of  Egypt.  His  investiture  with  office  is 
told  of,  (Vs.  42-44.)  With  it  came  his  change  of  name  from 
Joseph  to  an  Egyptian  name,  meaning  a  revealer  of  secrets. 

II.  The  marriage  of  Joseph,  V.  45.  Joseph  married  an  Egyp- 
tian woman,  a  daughter  of  Potipherah,  priest  of  On.  This  was  then 
a  great  city,  on  the  Nile,  five  miles  north  of  Cairo.  To-day  a  soli- 
tary obelisk  of  red  Egyptian  granite  towers  above  the  earth,  marking 
the  place  of  the  city.  His  marriage  was  a  marriage  becoming  his 
rank,  a  marriage  from  which  sprung  Manasseh  and  Ephraim.  Joseph 
was  now  thirty  years  old,  having  been  thirteen  years  away  from  home 
—a  stranger  in  a  heathen  land,  yet  preserving  his  faith  in  God,  and 
taithfu]  in  his  place,  whether  in  prison  or  in  the  palace. 

III.  The  administration  of  Joseph,  Vs.  46-48.  It  was  efficient. 
He  went  throughout  all  the  land  of  Egypt.  The  land  brought  forth 
in  great  abundance  for  seven  years  and  Joseph  stored  of  this  abund- 
ance in  the  cities  of  the  fields. 

Psalms  105 :  20-22 ;  37  :  23,  24 ;  34  :  19-22. 
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SHORTER  CATECHISM. 

Qeus.  95.     To  whom  is  baptism  to  be  administered  ? 

Ans.  Baptism  is  not  to  be  administered  to  any  that  are  out  of  th 
visible  church,  till  they  profess  their  faith  in  Christ,  and  obedience  t 
him  ;  but  the  infants  of  such  as  are  members  of  the  visible  churcl 
are  to  be  baptized. 


LESSON  V.— April  29. 

JOSEPH  FOBGJVIHG  HI8  BRETHBBH.-Genetii  45 : 1-15. 


1.  Then  Joseph  could  not  refrain 
himself  before  all  them  that  stood  by 
him ;  and  he  cried,  Cause  every  man 
to  go  out  from  me.  And  there  stood 
no  man  with  him,  while  Joseph  made 
himself  known  unto  his  brethren. 

2.  And  he  wept  aloud :  and  the 
Egyptians  and  the  house  of  Pharoah 
heard. 

3.  And  Joseph  said  unto  his  breth- 
ren, I  am  Joseph ;  doth  my  father  yet 
live?  And  his  brethren  could  not 
answer  him  ;  for  they  were  troubled  at 
his  presence. 

4.  And  Joseph  said  unto  his  breth- 
ren, Come  near  to  me,  I  pray  you. 
And  they  came  near.  And  he  said,  I 
am  Joseph  your  brother,  whom  ye  sold 
into  Egypt 

5.  Now  therefore  be  not  grieved,  nor 
angry  with  yourselves,  that  ye  sold 
me  hither:  for  God  did  send  me  be- 
fore you  to  preserve  life. 

6.  For  these  two  years  hath  the  fam- 
ine been  in  the  land  ;  and  yet  there  are 
five  years,  in  the  which  there  shall 
neither  be  earing  nor  harvest. 

7.  And  Qod  sent  me  before  you  to 
preserve  you  a  posterity  in  the  earth, 
and  to  save  your  lives  by  a  great  de- 
liverance. 


8.  So  now  it  was  not  you  that  sec 
me  hither,  but  God :  and  he  hath  mad 
me  a  father  to  Pharaoh,  and  lord  of  a 
his  house,  and  a  ruler  throughout  a 
the  land  of  Egypt. 

9.  Haste  ye,  and  go  up  to  my  fathei 
and  say  unto  him,  Thus  saith  thy  so 
Joseph,  God  hath  made  me  lord  over  a. 
Egypt :  come  down  unto  me,  tarry  no* 

10.  And  thou  shalt  dwell  in  the  Ian 
of  Goshen,  and  thou  shalt  be  near  ui 
to  me,  thou,  and  thy  children,  and  th 
children's  children,  and  thy  flocks,  an 
thy  herds,  and  all  that  thou  hast : 

11.  And  there  will  I  nourish  thea 
for  yet  there  are  five  years  of  famine 
lest  thou,  and  tby  household,  and  ■ 
that  thou  hast,  come  to  poverty. 

12.  And,  behold,  your  eyes  see,  an 
the  eyes  of  my  brother  Benjamin,  tha 
it  is  my  mouth  tbatspeaketh  unto  yen 

13.  And  ye  shall  tell  my  father  of  m 
my  glory  in  Egypt,  and  of  all  that  3 
have  seen  ;  and  ye  shall  haste  ac 
bring  down  my  father  hither. 

14.  And  be  fell  upon  his  broth* 
Benjamin's  neck,  and  wept ;  and  Bei 
jamin  wept  upon  his  neck. 

15.  Moreover  he  kissed  all  his  bret3 
ren,  and  wept  upon  them  ;  and  an> 
that  his  brethren  talked  with  him. 


Golden  Text:     If  thy  brother  trespass  against  thee,  rebuke  him 
and  if  he  repent,  forgive  him. — Luke  17  :  3. 

The  last  lesson  was  of  preparation  for  the  famine  when  Josep 
gathered  up  the  abundance  of  the  fields.  Then  the  seven  years  « 
famine  came.  There  was  dearth  in  Canaan,  and  Jacob  sent  his  sol 
to  Egypt  for  grain.  They  must  buy  their  provisions  now,  and  th* 
they  deal  with  Joseph,  who  recognizes  them,  and  by  means  of  1b 
steward  deals  with  them  with  great  wisdom,  in  such  a  way  as  to  i* 
volve  them  in  a  net  of  circumstances,  testing  their  characters,  Th^ 
feel  the  adverse  providences,  and  attributed  them  to  their  sin  again* 
their  brother,  Joseph.  Simeon  is  bound  as  a  hostage,  and  they  retu» 
to  Canaan  and  again  return  to  Egypt,  Benjamin  being  brought  do^ 
by  Joseph's  express  orders  in  case  they  wished  to  trade  in  Egyp 
Judah  scarcely  gains  his  father's  consent,  pledging  himself  as  surety 
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io  the  extremity  of  the  famine.  Benjamin  is  apprehended  when 
Joseph's  silver  cup  is  found  in  his  sack's  mouth.  Then  followed  Judah's 
coble  speech  to  Joseph,  interceding  for  Benjamin  and  offering  himself 
as  his  prisoner.     The  heart  of  Joseph  was  full.     He  cannot  forbear. 

I.  Joseph  reveals  himself  to  his  brethren,  Vs.  1-4.  Joseph  sends 
all  but  his  brothers  irom  his  presence.  His  pent-up  emotion  breaks 
the  bounds  and  he  weeps  aloud,  while  he  discloses  to  them  that  he 
is  Joseph.  Thty  were  alarmed,  but  Joseph  bade  them  come  near, 
and  again  declared  himself  to  be  their  brother  Joseph.  Their  mem- 
ories seeded  not  to  go  back  to  the  former  years.  They  had  been  all 
tbrough  these  days  deeply  troubled  with  the  adverse  providences  and 
had  been  led  to  see  that  a  judicial  purpose  was  concerned  in  their 
trials,  and  now  it  all  bursts  on  them.  Is  this  to  be  exercised  further 
by  the  one  who  knew  the  wroug,  who  had  been  the  victim,  and  now 
has  them  in  his  power?     No;  his  is  no  spirit  of  revenge. 

II.  Joseph  comforts  his  troubled  brethren,  Vs.  5-8.  This,  by  the 
loftiest  considerations.  They  had  done  evil ;  they  had  intended  evil. 
Goe  had  made  their  sin  a  means  of  bringing  about  a  great  good  to  his 
people.  He  designed  to  use  Joseph  to  preserve  his  people  during  the 
famine.  What  is  there  here  of  man's  free  agency,  of  God's  sover- 
eignty, of  his  care  of  his  church!  Volumes  have  beeu  written  on  . 
what  is  here  suggested  in  a  few  verses.  We  learn  here  that  positions 
are  positions  of  service,  and  that  God  bestows  them  for  his  ends. 

III.  Joseph  seuds  for  his  father,  Vs.  9-15.  He  bids  them  haste, 
tell  my  father  of  my  honors,  my  glory  in  Egypt.  Bring  him  down 
and  all  he  has.  He  will  nourish  him  and  his  in  the  best  of  the  land, 
in  Goshen.  His  love  bursts  forth  for  Benjamin  and  he  falls  on  his 
neck  and  kisses  him.  He  kissed  all  his  brethren  in  his  reconciliation 
with  them,  weeping  with  them.  Then  he  talked  with  them.  What 
au  outcome  of  years  of  trouble  ! 

Psalms  107:  41-43;  106:  23,  24;  145 :  17-19. 

shorter  catechism. 

Que8.  96.      What  is  the  Lord's  Supper  fm 

Ans.     The  Lord's  Supper  is  a  sacrament,  wherein,  by  giving  and 

receiving  bread  and  wine,  according  to  Christ's  appointment,  his  death 

is  showed  forth;  and  the  worthy  receivers  are,  not  after  a  corporal 

and  carnal  manner,  but  by  faith,  made  partakers  of  his  body  and  blood, 

*ith  all  his  benefit,  to  their  spiritual  nourishment  and  growth  in  grace. 
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BiRey.  John  S.  Duncau,  at  Parnassus,  Pa.,  Tuesday,  February  13,  1894,  A. 
"•Copblakd  and  Mrs.  Mart  M.  Pikkekton. 
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Died  January  4,  1894,  Mrs.  Agnes  Lumsden  Ritchie,  wife  of  the  late  Archi 
bald  Ritchie,  of  South  Ryegate,  Vermont. 

Died,  Philadelphia,  PaM  February  23, 1894,  Mbs.  Rebecca  Evans  Dunlap: 
widow  of  William  Dunlap.  The  deceased  was  a  daughter  of  John  Evans,  long 
an  elder  in  the  1st  Philadelphia  congregation. 

William  Lowry,  Sr.,  of  Vernon  congregation,  Wisconsin,  died  March  5 
1894,  after  a  brief  illness.  He  was  troubled  with  no  doubts  of  his  interest  in 
Christ.  Isaiah  Faris. 

Mks.  Robert  McIsaac,  of  Mahoning  branch  of  Bear  Run  and  Mahoning 
congregation,  died  December  29,  1893,  aged  71  years,  9  months  and  6  days.  Hei 
maiden  name  was  Mary  McEwen.  She  was  born  in  Westmoreland  county,  Pa. 
March  23,  1822.  Her  parly  life  was  spent  on  her  father's  farm  in  Derry  town- 
ship. She  was  married  to  Robert  McIsaac  April  8,  1851,  and  since  that  time  hai 
lived  in  North  Mahoning  township,  Indiana  county,  Pa.  Her  whole  life  was  one 
of  de voted ness  to  her  Saviour.  In  early  youth  she  became  a  member  of  the 
Associate  Church,  and  united  with  the  Covenanters  in  1857.  Her  life  has  always 
been  one  of  consistency  with  her  profession.  Mother  was  not  one  who  coveted 
publicity,  or  sought  to  make  a  great  external  show  of  religion.  Mild  and  quiet 
in  her  disposition,  her  religion  was  of  a  deeper  nature.  It  was  a  "  life  hid  with 
Christ  in  God."  A  close  student  of  the  Bible  all  her  life,  she  was  prepared  tc 
give  a  reason  for  the  hope  that  was  in  her,  but  even  with  "  meekness  and  fear.'3 
Mother  had  a  fast  common  knowledge  of  Biblical  truth,  and  accuracy  in  unfold- 
ing the  meaning.  Patterned  after  her  Saviour's,  her  lite  was  one  full  of  self- 
sacrifice  and  labor  of  love.  She  was  never  forgetful  to  entertain  strangers,  and 
many  a  communion  season  has  seen  her  house  tilled  with  guests,  and  herself 
busied  in  providing  for  their  comfort.  The  poor  never  left  her  door  hungry  oi 
empty  handed.  With  a  supply  of  the  necessities  of  life,  they  also  received  from  hex 
a  cheerful  smile  and  words  of  encouragement.  If  there  was  ever  a  person  worthy 
of  the  name  mother ',  it  was  she.  Never  did  she  grow  weary  of  her  efforts  to  secure 
the  happiness  of  her  family  and  all  those  about  her.  Better  still,  she  was  faith- 
ful to  her  vows  that  she  would  train  up  her  children  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
grounds  of  the  Christian  religion.  This  was  made  a  constant  duty.  Her  mem- 
ory is  most  sacred  lo  the  members  of  her  family  as  they  think  of  the  deep  inter- 
est she  took  in  their  welfare,  and  her  love  and  tenderness  toward  them.  God  in 
his  wisdom  saw  fit  to  deprive  mother  of  her  earthly  vision  during  the  last  five 
months  of  her  life,  but  it  was  to  give  her  a  clearer  vision  of  that  better  country, 
and  of  the  Kiug  in  his  beauty.  Even  after  her  sight  was  taken  away  she  re* 
mained  cheerful.  Very  precious  and  comforting  to  her  then,  were  the  riches  oi 
God' 8  word  with  which  she  had  stored  her  mind  She  often  repeated  the  Shorter 
Catechism  to  herself,  alternately  asking  and  answering  the  questions,  and 
thinking  on  the  meaning.  The  book  of  Psalms  in  the'  old  metrical  version 
afforded  her  special  delight.  Having  them  all  memorized,  she  was  able  to  join 
in  God's  praise  although  deprived  of  sight.  The  evening  before  she  passed  away 
she  had  read  to  her  the  twenty-fifth,  thirty-fourth,  forty-sixth  and  ninetieth 
Psalms,  and  spoke  of  the  beauty  of  the  old  Psalms,  and  the  great  comfort  they 
afforded.  It  was  her  earnest  desire  that  her  children  would  prove  faithful  to 
Christ.  She  hoped  that  each  one  would  do  all  in  his  power  for  the  building  up 
of  Christ's  kingdom  and  the  advancement  of  his  glory.  The  last  full  sentence 
she  was  heard  to  utter  before  God  took  her,  showed  how  earnestly  she  desired  th« 
coming  of  Christ's  kingdom.  She  said  :  "  Let  us  always  pray  that  Satan'i 
kingdom  may  be  destroyed,  that  the  kingdom  of  grace  may  be  advanced,  our 
selves  and  others  brought  into  it  and  kept  in  it,  and  that  the  kingdom  of  glorj 
may  be  hastened."  Not  long  after  saying  this  she  fell  asleep  in  Jesus.  Beauti- 
ful is  the  memory  of  her  life  ;  nearer  than  ever  before  seems  heaven. 

J.  B.  McIsaac. 
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Walter  T.  Miller,  treasurer,  Cotton  Exchange  Building,  New  York  City, 
acknowledges  the  following  receipts  for  the  Foreign  Mission  Fund  : 


Hot  .  1898. 

6,  L.M.S.,Jonathan's  C'k  cong,$15  00 

6,  S.  S.,  Rehoboth,  la  ,         "       13  20 

8,  S.  S.,  3d  New  York  "    133  70 

10,  L.M.8., Washington,  la.,  "        5  75 

10,  L  M.  S.,  Bethel  "  16  34 
15,  L.  M.  S,  Hopkinton  cong., 

specially  for  Cyprus 17  00 

15,  Mrs.    Margaret    McFarland, 

Medary  villf,  Ind., 10  00 

15,  Rev.  J.  C.  K.   Faris,   from 

Mediapolis.  la 15  00 

18,  L.  M  S.,  Wyman,  la,,  cong,  25  00 
21,  Allegheny                          ••    157  00 

21,  LM.S.,  Superior             '«  15  00 

21,  C.  M.     B.,   Superior  cong., 

spec,  for  Suadia, 5  00 

23, as.,  3d  Philadelphia  cong,  9  00 
28,  W.  M.  S.,    1st  Philadelphia 

cong.,  half  yearly  cont'n,  50  00 
28, 1st  Ne wburgb  cong 410  00 

1,  S.  8.,  Olathe  cong ,  specially 

for  Mountain  schools 25  60 

6  L.  M.  8.,  Tabor  cong 5  00 

6,  Princeton,  Iud.,      '•     34  45 

6  Bloomingtonjnd.,  «•     add'l.  86  43 

8,  Sharon  "     93  1 1 

M.S.,  Sharon  •«     19  06 

8,  Millei's  Run  "     126  00 

5),  La  Junta  "     39  00 

9,  W.M.S.^onatban's  C'k  cong,  20  00 

11,  Edith  «fc  Maud  Fulton,  Kay, 

Ind 4  00 

11.  J  R.  Matthews 5  00 

11,  N.  Patton  &  family,  specially 

for  Cyprus  if  needed 9  10 

13,  Bethel  cong  101   10 

13,  Kortright  "     37  00 

15.  Winchester  "     133  70 

15,  Superior,  Neb.,       «•     16  47 

15,  Hickory  Grove,Ia.,  "     1 3  00 

18.  HopkinU,u  "     177  08 

18.  Sam'l  Fisbbaugh  and  wife, .     3  00 

1\  St.  Louis  cong 20  ('0 

18,  Walton  "     41  00 

1*.  Benlali  "     26  00 

18,  Matthew    Wilson,    3d    New 

York  cong 3  00 

19,  Xorth  Union        cong 17  00 

19  Jonathan's  Creek  "     18  20 

2»,  Craftsbury              "     29  00 

SO,  Old  Bethel                "     ^7  90 

20,  S'irah  M.  Stevenson 3  00 

20.  Rev.  J.  J.  McClurkin 20  00 

20.  Lake  Reno  cong 3  30 

22,  Hugh  O'Neill,  specially  for 

Tarsus 1000  CO 

22,  Vernon  cong 04  63 

22.  Tabor  "     6  92 
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cong $32  00 

44     add'l..    5  00 

"     54  36 

"     1  60 

"  66  05 


Eskridge 

Bethel 

Clarinda 

Sylvania 

Long  Branch 

L.  M.  S.^Long  branch  cong., 

spec,  for  Laruica,  Cyprus,  12  00 

Morning  Sun        cong 64  00 

L.  M.  8.,  Sharon     "     8  85 

Rev.  D.  C.  Martin  &  wife..  .150  00 

Belle  Centre  cong 34  54 

Anon}  mou8ly,  per  Herald  of 

Mission  News 100  00 

Hebron,  Kansas,  cong 23  53 

Olathe  "     61  25 

L.  M.  S.,  Pleasant  Ridge. & 

Olathe  cong 10  00 

Topeka  '«     11  30 

1st  New  York        "     ..     ..     7  30 

New  Alexandria    "     123  00 

Union  "     26  37 

Little  Beaver  "     51  65 

Miss.  Bd.,  Little  Beaver  cong    5  00 

S.  S., 

Cold  en  ham 

2d  Philadelphia 

S.  S.,  Kortright 

Coulter  vflle 

Barnet 

Sterling,  Kansas, 

North  Cedar 

,  13:>4. 

Childn's  Bd.,  Old  Bethel 

S.  S, 

New  Concord 

Cedarville 

Wahoo,  Neb., 

1st  Boston 

S.  8 ,  Hebron 

Rev.  Thos.  Patton,   Coldjn- 

ham,  N.  Y 1   10 

S.  S.,  Kortright  cong.,  add'l.     1   58 

Fair  Grove  "     6  60 

Elkhorn  "     29  35 

Londonderry  4I     22  00 

L.  M    S.,  Londonderry  cong.     9  00 
L.    M.    S.,    Manchester    and 

Brookland  cong 14  00 

Manchh  Br.,  Manchester  and 

Brookbtnd  cong 10  00 

Y.  P.  S  ,  Olathe  cong.,  speci- 
ally for  Suadia 6   15 

Syracuse  cong  15  00 

S.  8.,  Syracuse        ik  ^~ 10  00 

L.  M.S.,  Syracuse  "     10  00 

L.M.S.,  Oil  Creek   "     10  00 

Utica  "     115  30 

W.    J.     McKnight,    College 

Springs,  Iowa 10  00 
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Acknowledgmen  t*. 


Jan.,  1804. 

8,  Maggie  D.Martin's  8.  8.  class 
Esk  ridge,  Kas..  spec,  for 
Suadia,  per  H.  of  M.  N.  .$  9  26 

8,  A  young  man,  member  of  2d 

N.  Y.  cong.,  spec,  lor  8ua- 

dia,  per  Her.  of  Miss.  N's  52  00 

9,  S.  8.,  Parnassus  cong 15  11 

9,  L.  M.  S.,  Utica        "     00  00 

11,  L.MS.,  Eskridge,  Kas  ,  cong    5  41 
11,  L.  M.  8.,  Cedar  Lake    •  «•      86  00 
13,  8.  8.  class  of  little  girls,  2d 
Boston  cong ,  specially  for 
girl's  school  Latakiyeh. . .     7  00 
18,  L.  M.  8.,   Allegheny  cong., 
spec,  for  support  teachers 

in  Syria 50  00 

18,  J.  M.  &  L.  M.  Wylie,  Dray- 
ton, N.  D 25  00 

18,  Mrs.M.E.McKee,Clarinda,Ia.l00  00 
13,  Mr.   &  Mrs    D.   8.  Gailey, 

Clarksburg,  Pa 20  00 

15,  John  Roney,  Elvilla,  Pa 15  00 

15,  Hugh  Luckey,  Walton,  N.  Y.  10  00 

15,  Quiuter  cong.  11  00 

16,  8.  8.,  Tabor  ••  0  64 
16,  L.  M.  8.,  New  Galilee  "  20  00 
16,  J,.  M.  8  ,  Baltimore  4<  80  00 
16,  St.  John,  N.  B.,  ••  24  00 
16,  8.  8.,  8t.  oohn,  N.  B  ,       "      17  00 

16,  Miss.Bd.,St.John,N.B.,     "        1  50 

17,  Rehoboth,  Iowa,  4«  75  00 
17,  Southlield  ••  63  00 
17,  8.  8.,  Southlield  «'  24  00 
17,  Mansfield  ••  28  90 
17,  S.   8.,    Londondeny    cong., 

specially  for  Cypius  10  00 

17,  3d  New  York  cong 62  37 

18,  West,  Hebron     ••     15  00 

18,  3d  I'hiladel'a     ,4     44  60 

18,  L.M.S.,  VV  inche&tercong.spec. 

for  pay't  of  native  teacher 

in  Syria 50  00 

19,  Y.  I\  S.  C.  E.,  1st  Newburgh 

cong.,  iirst  quar.  pay't  for 
mountain  soh'ls,it  need'd.  12  50 

19,  Denver  cong 18  10 

1U,  L.  M  S.,  Denver  *     4  05 

20,  L.M.S.,Ne\v  Alexandria  cong  2  )  00 
20,  S.  S.,  York  "  10  00 
20,  Cincinnati  "  20  00 
20,  Hickory  Grove  "  3  00 
20,  Lisbon  "  -10  40 
20,  8.  S.,  Lisbon  44  2  51 
22,  Miss  Maria  Kirkpatrick, Gar- 
rison, Ind .">  (!0 

24.  Topshain    cong :\\   00 

yii.  United  Miami"   1)1  sr> 

20,  A  theological  student S  5«) 

20,  Muskingum    l>r.  <_f   Miiskiu- 

gum  and  To|.eka  cong.  ...  1  25 
27  L.  M.  S.,  ;M  I'hila.  *'  .  .  20  00 
27,  Beaver  Falls  *•     ..160  15 


Jan. 

27,  Rev.   W.  W.  Carithere  and 

wife.  Cache  C'k  Miss.  I.T.J20 
27,  Miss  Alice  Carithere,  of  same  6 
27,    "    Johanna  Speer.        «•  © 

27,  "    Kate  McBurney,      "       lO 

20,  4th  New  York  cone 588 

29,  Y.  P.  8.  C.  E.f  4th  N.  Y.  cong  26 

29,  Bethel  cong 31 

29,  L.  M.  8.,  Bethel  Br.  of  Salem 

cong.  contributions  as  fol- 
lows :  MisB  Mary  Fowkes      6 
Miss  Martha  J.  MoClure.      S 

Joseph  McGiflin 1 

R.  Campbell  and  family...  X*i 

29,  S.  8.,  Ulica      cong lO 

29,  8.  S.f  Sharon      "     12 

29,  Sharon  "    84 

29,  Mahoning  Br.  Bear  Run  and 

Mahoning  cong 31 

30,  S.  8.   class  of   Mrs.   Edwin 

Chase,  Cornwallis,  N.  S..      6 

31,  E   H.  Woodburn,  Ernst  us,  O     5 
31,  Bear  Run  Br.  Bear  Run  and 

Mahoning  cong Id 

Feb. 

5,  Cornwalli8  cong 80  ' 

6,  8.   8.  class  ot  Miss   Jennie 

Duncan,  Geneva  cong £  ' 

G,  Contributions  from  members 
and  families  of  New  Castle 
cong.,  per  Win.  Allen,  trs.  68  ^ 

7,  Rev.E.  H.  Buck,  New  York  15  ' 
7,  L.  M.  8  ,  New  Castle  cong. .  3U  ( 
7,  A.McIlhatton,4thN.Y.   "  ..      3 

10,  8.  8,  Allegheny  ••  ..lOO 

12,  L.  M.S.,  Bear  Run        •«  .     lO 
12,  Bovina  "  . .  TO 

14,  Mrs.  Mary  T.  Dunn 1 

10,  Tomica  cong 3 

16,  S.  8.,  Washington,  la.,  cong  1«*  * 
10,  J.H.  Wylie,  Mis«.  Bd.,01athe 

cong.,  spec,  for  Suadia. . .  1^ 

16,  Lake  Reno  cong 1 

11),  Miss  Mattiu  Gamble,  Con- 
nersville,  Ind.,  specially 
for  Suadia 3   J 

19,  Sharon  cong 30    ■ 

21,  "L." 5   « 

21,  Stli  Stieet,  Pittsburgh  cong..    2  *• 
21.  Centreville  Mission  Station     12  & 

20,  Juvenile  Miss.  Soc,  1st  N.  Y. 

long.,  to  continue  support 
of  two  children  in  Laliki- 
veh  school 60  0* 

28,  Washington,  la.,  cons 50  01 

2x,  Ijochiel"  "  ' 24  73 

M.u. 

1,  Olathe  "     add'I.     5  OC 

1,  J.  W.  Eiistmati  &  wife,  Tre- 

niont-  5  01 

2,  Sterling,  N.  Y.,  cong 90  0( 

2,  2u  Boston  "     20  01 


S  C.  £.,  2d  BostOD  cong$10  00 

r  Lake  cong 51  83 

te  of  Jane  H.  Wright,  per 

A.  Reynolds....  50  00 


Mar. 


3,  D.  S.  Faris,  per  same. 
8.  W.  M.  Dill,  per  same.. 
3,  J.  W.  Carson,  per  same 


.  Morton,  treasurer,  708  Penn  avenue,  Pittsburgh,  acki 
>1  lowing  receipts  : 
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19,  North  Union    cong. 
'  20,  Hickory  Grove   " 

20,  Mansfield  " 

21,  Bethel 

21,  Bovina 
,  22.  Elkhorn 

25,  Seattle 

25,  Cedarville 

28,  Rarncl 
« i«-t. 

1,  Holm  wood 

3,  New  Alexand'a  " 

0,  Superior  *' 

ft,  Old  Bethel 

0,  Sharon 

3,  Sterling,  N.  Y.,  '*     

I    7,  I'd  Phila.  "     

7,  Cedar  Lake  "     

11,  Lisbon  "     

13,  A.  I.  Robb,  Allegheny,  Pa., 

M,  You iiirst own  cong 

11,  Mrs.    .Margaret    McFarland, 

Medaryville,  Ind 

IS,  Allegheny  cong 

22.  Rev.  .1.  A.   Thompson,  Col- 

lege Springs,  la 

•J3.  3d  New  York"  con» 

I-. 

1.  ( 'oldeuh.im  %i     
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WISDOM  AND  INNOCENCE,  THE  ESSENTIAL  QUALIFICA- 
TIONS  FOR   THE   GOSPEL   MINISTER.*— Matt.  10:16. 


BY   REV.  J.   W.   8PHOULL,    D.    D. 


The  text  is  part  of  the  charge  of  Christ  to  his  disciples  on  the  oc-  . 
cuion  of  their  first  commission. 

The  directions  in  the  preceding  verses  had  special  reference  to 
the  present;  those,  commencing  with  the  16th,  include  in  germ  all 
needed  instructions  for  the  guidance  of  the  ambassador  of  the  cross 
till  the  end  of  time. 

Special  attention  is  directed  to  the  text.  "  Behold,  N.  B.  Mark 
Well."  Says  Christ,  "  This  world  is  to  be  brought  into  subjection 
tome.  You  and  your  successors  are  to  do  it.  /  send  you  forth. 
Opposition,  bitter  and  cruel,  must  be  expected.  I  send  you  forth 
tt*A«j)  in  the  midst  of  wolves" 

Wolves,  strong,  sharp-sighted,  crafty,  rapacious,  fittingly  repre- 
sent the  fierce  and  powerful  enemies  of  the  gospel  of  peace,  while 
™eep,  timid,  gentle  and  helpless,  its  meek  and  defenceless  messen- 

Era.  Startling  indeed,  would  it  have  been,  had  Christ  .-aid,  "  I 
w  yon  to  remain  as  sheep  unprotected  among  wolves."  He 
•jsmore,  "I  send  yon  forth  as  sheep,"  or  as  in  Luke  10  : 3,  "  as 
^fe  among  wolves"  there  to  accomplish  your  mission.  lie  thus 
emphasizes  the  opposition  and  irreconcilability  of  the  principles 
*l>ich  he,  on  the  one  hand  and  the  world  on  the  other,  represent. 

Special  qualifications  are  necessary  for  those  who  go  forth  into 
8&cha  territorv, on  such  a  mission  and  in  such  a  manner.  "Be  ye, 
Nterefore,  wise  as  serpents  and  harmless  as  doves." 

The  serpent,  vigilant,  cunning,  gliding  along  noiselessly,  inflict- 
ttg  its  wound,  disappearing  almost  unnoticed,  leaving  scarcely  a 
hce  behind, is  justly  regarded  as  man's  wiliest  and  deadliest  enemy. 

'Sermon  preached  before  the  R.  P.  Theological  Seminary  Missionary  Society 
« Sabbath  evening,  March  18th,  1694,  in  the  Central  Allegheny  It.  P.  Church, 
fci  pnbifahed  at  its  request. 
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u  Be  you,"  says   Christ,  "  vigilant,  patient,  unobtrusive,  keepiK.  ng 
steadily  before  you  the  one  great  aim.     Do  not  let  the  serpent,  o 
not  the  '  old  serpent,'  exceed  you  in  wisdom.     The  lightning  stro 
of  those  fangs  produces  pain  almost  unendurable,  and  results  in 
death  that  is  horrible.     Be  ye  also  harmless  as  doves." 

The  dove,  gentle,  confiding,  harmless,  is  used  more  frequent 
for  metaphor  and  symbol  than  any  other  bird.    It  waa  "  like  a  dov 
the  Spirit  descended  and  lightea  on  the  Saviour  at  his  bapti 
"  You,  too,"  says  Christ,  "  be  gentle,  innocent,  free  from  every  thi 
that  is  hurtful.     Do  not  let  the  dove  exceed  you  in  harmlessn 
Be  careful,  however,  to  imitate  it  only  in  this.    No  other  bird  is 
blind  to  danger,  so  easily  entrapped.    In  the  territory  of  wolves  mo 
is  needed  than  the  innocence  of  doves.     Be  ye  also  wise  as  serpents  -" 

He  would  have  his  ambassadors  combine  these  two  opposite  anmd 
apparently  contradictory  traits,  wisdom  and  innocence ;  not  strive  ***> 
excel  in  one  or  the  other  but  in  both.  The  former  without  the  latter 
is  little  better  than  cunning  and  will  prove  a  snare.  The  latter 
without  the  former  is  little  better  than  weakness  and  will  pro^^e 
folly.  Just  to  the  extent  in  which  they  are  combined  will  the  cor^> 
missioned  servant  of  Jesus  Christ  be  fitted  for  his  work. 

Never  were  these  essential  qualifications  for  the  gospel  minister 
more  needed  than  to-day.  It  is  as  sheep  in  the  midst  of  wolv  «s 
the  Saviour  still  sends  him  forth. 

"  This  land,  land  of  gospel  light  and   liberty,  the  territory   of 
wolves?  "     Yes  ;  by  what  term  should  any  country  be  designated, 
however  highly  favored  and  prosperous,  in   which  flourish  gilded 
saloons,  where  sit  courts  licensing  men  to  tempt  their  fellow-mac 
to  commit  murder,  adultery,  to  steal,  etc.;  where  brothels  are  pro- 
tected by   law,  where    lascivious  plays  are  patronized  by   tens  of     - 
thousands,  and  where  is  legalized  the  open  and  flagrant  violation  of     I, 
many  of  God's  laws.     "As  .sheep  among  wolves?"     Yes;  hear  the      -" 
howling  every  time  a  faithful  servant  of  the  Master  strives  to  pre-     ^ 
vent  the  enemies  of  the  gospel  of  peace  destroying  the  bodies  and 
souls  of  those  whom  they  are  enticing  to  their  ruin.     No  wolf  ever 
gnashed   its  teeth   with  greater   rage  when   prevented  seizing  its 
prey,  than  do  they  when   their  territory  is  invaded  and  an  effort 
made  to  prevent  them  accomplishing  their  wicked  purposes. 

In  the  prosecution  of  his  work,  the  ambassador  of  the  cross  has  ^ 
constant  opportunity  to  exhibit  these  traits.  He  can  do  it,  for  in-  f 
stance,  f 

1st.     In  daily  life. 

The  man  and  minister  are  one.  The  message  comes  with  the 
power  of  the  life  behind  it. 

Of  late  years  the  conception  oi  ministerial  work  has  greatly  en- 
larged. Well  is  it  that  such  is  the  case.  For  in  some  respects  the 
pulpit  is  not  the  power  it  once  was. 

To-day,  the  earnest  and  active  minister,  in  the  legitimate  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  his  calling,  is  thrown  more  into  contact  with  the 
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lerld  than  foriaerly,  and  has  more  to  do  with  the  men  and  women 
if  daily  life,  fie  is  more  of  a  leader,  an  executive  officer,  and  so 
us  ooostaot  opportunities  of  impressing  himself  on  society,  on 
peat  undertakings,  shaping  and  molding  public  opinion,  as  well  as 
nanifesting  the  power  of  Christian  principle,  in  all  departments  of 
ife.  If  equal  to  the  occasion,  he  will  be  the  busiest  man  in  every 
om m unity ^  doing  in  ordinary  affairs  his  Master's  work,  and  thus 
•rearing  for  the  favorable  reception  of  his  message. 

This  closer  contact  with  the  world  brings  with  it  also  special 
angers.  The  active  and  devoted  minister  is  the  most  tried  and  ob- 
vnoed  man  in  every  community,  and,  unless  great  care  is  exercised, 
is  human  frailties  and  weaknesses  Will  obtrude  themselves  and 
rejudice  against  the  reception  of  his  message.  How  many  illus- 
rations  of  this  have  we  to-day ! 

This  widening  field  has  its  own  special  temptations  On  the 
nc  hand  the  minister  may  not  be  willing  to  exert  himself  to 
ee  the  new  opportunities,  or,  if  he  sees  them,  for  insufficient  reasons, 
iay  not  be  willing  to  avail  himself  of  them,  and  as  the  result,  shut 
imself  up  within  himself,  living,  it  may  be,  a  werj  quiet,  it  certainly 
rili  be,  a  very  useless  life. 

On  the  other  hand,  he  may  quickly  see  and  promptly  avail  him- 
sif  of  these  opportunities,  but  in  such  a  way  that  both  he  and  the 
iuse  will  be  harmed.  He  may  be  dragged  down  to  the  level  of  the 
'orld,  led  to  adopt  its  maxims,  carry  into  his  Master's  work  its 
uestionable  methods,  conform  to  its  practices,  imbibe  its  spirit,  be 
bsorbed  with  its  business  and  cares  and  even  satisfied  with  its 
leasures  and  rewards.  How  often,  for  instance,  is  it  that  as  the 
suit  of  just  such  a  widening  field,  good  men  have  grown  cold  in  the 
ork  of  the  ministry,  subordinated  it  to  something  else  or  abandoned 

altogether ! 

Here  is  a  good  opportunity  for  the  display  of  the  serpent's  wis- 
am  and  the  dove's  innocence.  The  one  question  the  consecrated 
irvant  of  Christ  should  constantly  ask  himself  and  endeavor  as  he 
ill  give  account  to  answer,  should  be  this:  "How  can  I,  as  a 
an,  so  live,  that  every  opportunity  in  daily  life,  likely  to  help  me 
(a  minister,  will  be  so  improved  that  only  good  will  result." 

2d.     In  methods  of  work. 

I  have  referred  to  the  enlarged  conception  of  the  functions  of 
>e  gospel  minister.  The  conception  of  the  work  of  the  church  has 
so  enlarged.  Nothing  relating  to  man,  physically,  mentally,  so- 
ally,  spiritually  is  now  regarded  as  foreign  to  her  mission.  She 
tould  be  prepared  for  her  greater  opportunities  and  responsibilities. 
j  what  extent  she  will  be  prepared,  depends  largely  on  her  minis- 
y.  They  should  urge  upon  the  church  the  duty  of  adopting  every 
gitimate  means  for  carrying  on  her  work,  endeavoring  to  learn  les- 
ii8  of  practical  wisdom  from  all  sources,  good  and  bad,  while  avoid- 
g  jo  the  application  everything  that  savors  in  the  least  of  evil. 
le  problem  that  confronts  the  church  is  the  same  as  that  which 
nfronts  every  one  that  is  engaged  in  the  busy  activities  of  life. 
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The  wise  merchant  constantly  asks  himself  this  question :  H< 
can  I  hold,  increase  my  trade  ?  New  styles  are  called  for ; 
supplies  himself  with  them.  Mew  attractions  are  necessary ;  he  pi 
cures  them.  New  methods  must  be  employed;  he  adopts  them, 
new  location  must  be  had  ;  he  secures  one.  Why  this  readiness  ** 
change  ?  The  shrewd  business  man  knows  he  must  adapt  himself  — 
the  changing  conditions  or  failure  is  inevitable.  Every  now  and  the** 
we  are  startled  with  the  report  that  sortie  long  established  firm  h  - 
gone  into  bankruptcy  and  wonder  how  it  happened.  Investigate: 
makes  all  plain.  It  persisted  in  adhering  to  old  methods.  Unwillii 
to  admit  the  real  cause  of  the  decrease  in  the  volume  of  busim 
it  did  not  see  the  necessity  for  pushing  out  into  the  deep  current  -* 
trade,  gradually  but  surely  seeking  new  channels.  Oonservatisrra 
lack  of  foresight,  timidity,  unwillingness  to  have  fresh  blood  infuse*** 
made  the  result  inevitable.  Before  unsoundness  was  even  suspects  * 
the  dry  rot  had  done  silently  but  surely  its  work,  so  that  when  t^ft 
day  of  trial  came,  the  collapse  was  complete. 

The  church,  if  she  succeed,  must  adapt  herself  to  the  changing 
conditions  of  society.  Methods  suitable  at  one  period,  will  not  c_J^ 
at  another.  There  is  a  blessed  liberty  allowed  here  and  the  churf^ 
should  exercise  it.  The  question  for  her  to  ask  and  answer  » 
"How  shall  I  best  accomplish  my  mission?  How  utilize  all 
resources  that  the  world  may  soon  be  brought  into  subjection 
Christ  ?  " 

Alas  !  we  do  not  display  here  the  wisdom  of  the  serpent  and  t" 
harmlessness  of  the  dove. 

We  build  churches,  employ  a  minister  to  preach  twice  a  Sabbafci) 
to  the  small  congregation  that  attends,  do  scarcely  anything  mor^, 
and  then  wonder  that  the  work  of  home-evangelization  progresses 
so  slowly. 

We  have  a  sameness  about  all  our  services,  a  dull  monotony,  an 
absence  of  freedom,  altogether  foreign  to  the  days  of  Christ  and  the 
apostles  ;  we  persist  in  doing  the  same  things  in  the  same  way  our 
fathers  did,  and  resist  every  change,  and  then  wonder  why  so  few 
attend  our  services  and  that  among  those  who  do  attend  so  many 
yawn  and  so  many  sleep. 

We  do  not  recognize  the  fact  that  thousands  about  us  as  good  as 
we  by  nature,  but  without  our  opportunities  and  advantages,  are  ac- 
cessible to  the  gospel,  but  need  simpler  methods,  methods  adapted 
to  their  condition,  and  then  wonder  at  our  lack  of  success  and  at  thfr 
success  of  the  Salvation  Army. 

We  do  not  take  pains  to  make  our  churches  bright  and  cheerful, 
but  allow  them  to  remain  dirty  and  dingy,  spending  as  little  as  pos- 
sible upon  them,  and  then  wonder  why  the  saloon  is  so  much  more* 
attractive. 

We  do  not  make  any  systematic  effort  to  help  our  needy  broth- 
ers and  sisters  in  Christ  or  the  poor  beyond  the  pale  of  the  church*. 
and  then  wonder  at  the  rapid  growth  of  secret  benevolent  order* 
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We  make  but  little  effort  to  reach  the  young,  and  then  won- 
r  at  the  number  and  size  of  such  organizations  as  the  Young 
ople's  Christian  Endeavor  Society,  Boys'  Brigade,  &c. 
We  do  little  except  what  the  minister  does  in  the  pulpit  or  the 
sion  by  discipline  to  stem  the  tide  of  intemperance,  social  impurity, 
.,  and  then  wonder  at  the  rise  and  spread  of  such  associations  as 
;  Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union,  the  White  Cross,  &c. 
These  societies  are  doing  the  church's  work  and  doing  it  because 
J  fails  to  do  it.  There  is  no  need  for  them,  nor,  if  she  would  ex- 
ise  heavenly  wisdom,  would  they  continue.  Her  remissness  is 
t  justification  of  their  existence.  The  end  of  the  usefulness  of 
f  organization  is  not  far  off  when  it  lives  for  itself,  not  for  the 
i8e  that  called  it  into  being.  The  church  is  no  exception.  She 
mid  remember  this. 

[n  endeavoring  to  answer  this  question,  how  can  we  bring  this 
rid  into  subjection  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  as  "  watchmen  on 
)nJ8  walls,"  we  should  open  wide  our  eyes,  study  carefully  the 
sent  conditions  of  society,  ask  constantly  what  are  the  tendencies, 
t  dangers,  the  encouragements,  the  best  methods  to  adopt,  in  or- 
*  that  the  church  may  display  highest  wisdom  in  seizing  oppor- 
tities  and  utilizing  resources,  and  at  the  same  time  keep  herself 
pure  that  she  will  be. entirely  free  from  blame,  point  out  her 
sent  duty  and  urge  immediate  action. 

Ird.  In  dealing  with  the  various  problems  that  challenge  the 
intion  of  the  age  in  which  we  live. 

These  must  be  faced.     There  is  no  escape.     The  Christian  minis- 
as  they  bear  so  directly  upon  his  mission,  should  be  prepared 
neet  them. 

Cach  age  has  those  peculiar  to  itself  and  must  meet  them  for  it- 
'.  The  preceding  can  be  of  little  help  to  the  following.  Yes- 
lay's  wisdom  may  be,  in  the  changed  circumstances,  to-day's 
y.  The  numerous  and  perplexing  problems  of  to-day  arise  from 
character  of  the  age  in  which  we  live.  The  closing  years  of  this 
eteenth  century  are  marked  by  a  spirit  of  unrest,  ferment,  doubt, 
sstigation.  No  country  is  too  dangerous,  too  far  away,  to  pre- 
t  efforts  being  made  to  explore  it.  No  problem  is  too  difficult  to 
vent  efforts  being  made  to  solve  it.  Nothing  is  too  sacred  to  pre- 
t  the  most  searching  investigation  as  to  its  claims.  Never  before 
such  attention  been  concentrated  on  the  detailsof  the  lifeof  Christ, 
s  is  the  age  of  expansion  not  of  repression.  The  current  of  life 
rs  deeperand  stronger  than  ever  before.  Enlarged  freedom, greater 
,  must  find  expression.  There  may  be,  there  will  be,  excesses, 
.withstanding  these,  we  ought  to  thank  God  for  the  freedom,  for 
new  life.  This  is  the  grandest  period  of  the  world's  history  in 
ch  to  live.  The  Spirit  is  moving  as  never  before.  How  much 
knowledge  has  been  increased  !  New  forces  have  been  brought 
ight  and  utilized.  Sciences,  until  lately  not  known,  rank  now  as 
iighest  importance.     Theories  once  considered  as  sacred  have 
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been  exploded  and  others,  a  few  years  ago  not  dreamed  of,  are  r« 
garded  as  established,  while,  with  reference  to  others,  there  is 
sharpest  controversy. 

The  question  that  comes  home  to  the  Christian  minister  is  thi: 
'*  What  attitude  should  I  sustain  to  these  problems  ?  How  sbou" 
I  meet  them  so  that  the  cause  of  my  Master  will  not  only  not  ~ 
harmed  but  will  be  promoted?  " 

Doubt  is  not  necessarily  wrong.  It  was  the  saying  of  a  thoughtf-™ 
man  that  no  one  ever  truly  believed  who  had  not  first  doubted.  Owa 
reason  why  it  frequently  happens  that  those  who  in  early  life  fc.  i 
exemplary  and  afterwards  wander  far  astray,  is  that  the  home  trai 
ing  is  so  cramped.  As  the  result,  the  children  are  wholly  uni 
for  the  battle  of  life  when  they  enter  upon  it.  One  reason  why 
who  at  first  are  devout  believers,  afterwards  renounce  their  forn»  ^ 
views,  is  because  of  the  biased  character  of  their  early  education  i 
Only  one  side  of  truth  are  they  allowed  to  see.  When  the  op|>c^  \ 
tunity  to  investigate  for  themselves  is  afforded,  a  new  world  i 
opened  to  them.  Naturally,  inevitably,  they  go  to  an  opposite  p-  ^ 
treme.  One  reason  why  some  never  grow,  but  end  their  work  * 
they  begin  it,  with  no  clearer  conception  of  truth,  no  new  ideas  i 
regard  to  duty,  is  because  they  never  learn  how  much  connect  ^ 
with  mental  and  spiritual  growth  is  doubt.  Credulity  is  mistake 
for  fidelity. 

The  attitude  the  minister  of  Christ  should  assume  to  the  impo"*""* 
ant  questions  of  the  day  is  not  that  of  antagonism.  His  attempt  ^ 
stem  in  this  way  the  incoming  tide  of  light  and  life  will  only  resu*-' 
in  disaster  to  himself  and  the  cause  he  advocates.  He  may  sacrift** 
himself  but  he  cannot  check  for  a  moment  the  great  onward  mo^* 
ment.  Nothing  is  more  absurd  or  more  harmful  than  to  deny  fac^<* 
because  they  conflict  with  our  theories,  to  take  and  maintain  po0'~ 
tions  on  controverted  topics  which  we  have  neither  the  opportunity 
nor  the  training  necessary  to  thoroughly  investigate,  or,  for  instance 
to  stake  the  inspiration  of  a  book  on  our  interpretation  of  a  teX** 
And  yet  this  is  constantly  being  done. 

"  The  man  that  believes  his  truth  on  religious  matters  is  BO 
absolutely  the  truth,  that  say  it  when,  where  and  to  whom  he  will 
he  cannot  but  do  good  with  it,  is,  in  our  day,  almost  always  a  man 
whose  truth  is  half  blunder  and  almost  wholly  useless," 

The  attitude  of  the  Christian  minister  to-day  should  be  that  of  re* 
ceptivity.  lie  should  get  all  the  life  and  light  he  can — all  the  good 
possible — out  of  the  forward  movement,  and  with  Christlike  wisdom 
and  childlike  simplicity  do  what  is  in  his  power  to  divert  it  into 
proper  channels,  that  every  new  discovery,  every  advance  may 
help  the  cause  for  which  he  lives. 

To  day,  the  controversy,  in  which,  as  ministers,  we  are  most  inter* 
ested,  rages  about  God's  word.  "  What  is  inspiration  ?  "  "  Is  the 
Bible  inspired  ?  "  u  To  what  extent  should  its  claims  be  admitted?  " 
are  some  of  the  questions  that  are  pressed  upon  our  attention.    We 
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ieed  not  be  surprised  at  this;  we  should  not  be.  What  if  the  Bi- 
de is  attacked  ?  What  if  seeming  discrepancies  are  pointed  out? 
What  if  some  of  the  theories  we  have  religiously  held  are  seen  in 
he  clearer  light  not  to  be  correct?  What  if  our  prejudice  and 
eporance  are  made  conspicuous  by  persons  with  many  of  whose 
iews  we  have  no  sympathy,  but  who  are  far  more  learned  than  we. 
"hat  does  not  affect  the  Bible  as  God's  message  to  us,  nor  our  duty 
rite  reference  to  it.  The  attitude  of  the  Christian  minister  should 
e  this :  "  The  Bible  is  God's  Book.  By  the  proclamation  of  the 
nth  in  it,  this  world  is  to  be  brought  into  subjection  to  Christ, 
[j  business  is  to  preach  this  truth  so  as  to  reach  the  hearts  and 
>osciences  of  men.  I  am  willing  in  the  performance  of  dirty  to 
reach  and  wait.  God  will  make  all  plain  in  his  titae ;  I  can  trust 
im  and  wait." 

This  is  true  wisdom  and  such  a  course  will  be  free  from  harm.  It 
that  which  we  should  adopt  in  regard  to  all  the  problems  that  press 
pon  us  for  a  solution.  It  is  exactly  what  Paul  advises:  "  Prove 
1  things  ;  hold  fast  that  which  is  good/' 

4th.  In  the  presentation  of  the  gospel  message — the  distinctive 
ork  of  the  minister.  It  is  "  by  the  foolishness  of  preaching/'  God 
pleased  "  to  save  them  that  believe."  t%  Go  ye,"  is  the  command, 
into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature." 
That  this  world  has  not  already  been  converted  is  to  the  discredit 
'the  church.  That  it  can  be  done  ere  the  twentieth  century  dawn, 
lere  is  no  doubt.  This  depends,  however,  largely  on  the  ministry. 
The  office  of  the  Christian  minister  is  of  all  the  most  difficult  to 
1.  Temptations,  powerful  and  subtle,  constantly  assail  him. 
o  the  same  audience  he  delivers  the  same  message  from  a  book  many 
his  bearers  understand  almost  as  well  as  he. 
Familiarity  with  the  most  awful  truths  has  the  tendency  to  make 
em  appear  commonplace.  The  story  of  a  drowning  child  will  awaken 
tensest  interest,  bring  tears  to  the  eyes,  while  that  of  a  world 
irishing  fails  to  occasion  more  than  a  passing  feeling  of  sadness, 
be  story  of  the  engineer  throwing  himself  in  front  of  his  engine 
save,  at  the  sacrifice  of  his  life,  a  little  unknown  child  moves  us 
•  the  very  depths  of  our  being,  while  that  of  God's  Son  dy- 
g  to  save  a  fallen  race  is  read  and  heard  with  almost  indifference. 
The  plain,  straight  forward  presentation  of  the  truth  with  its 
ractical  application  to  every  day  life,  will  cause  hearers  to  wince, 
id  it  may  op,  become  indignant,  and  we,  such  is  poor  fallen  human 
iture,  yield  to  the  temptation  to  clothe  and  apply  it  so  that  its 
ercing  power  is  destroyed,  or,  as  is  so  much  done  with  the  truth 
hich  relates  to  men  collectively,  ignore  it  altogether. 
Some  sins  arouse  within  us  intensest  indignation  and  we  fume 
id  fret  and  with  vehement  passion  denounce,  mistaking  human 
eakness  or  an  ungovernable  temper  for  holy  zeal. 
Others  can  not  see  as  we  do,  and  we  spend  our  strength  warring 
;ainst  them  instead  of  against  the  common  enemy,  imagining  we 
e  doing  God's  work. 
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One  phase  of  truth   strikes  us  as  of  paramount  importance,  a 
we  so  emphasize  and  exaggerate  it  that  we  convert  the  beauti 
body  of  truth  into  a  hideous  deformity  and,  forgetting  that,  wh3 
there  are  some  people  who  like  to  look  at  monstrosities  and  w 
even  pay  a  price  to  see  them,  all  of  good  taste  are  repelled  ■ 
them. 

We  almost  fail,  our  congregations  dwindle  away,  little  impre 
sion,  as  the  result  of  our  labors,  is  made  on  the  outside  world,  aa 
we,  unwilling  to  acknowledge  the  real  cause,  deceive  ourselves  wi- 
the happy  delusion  that  failure  is  evidence  of  fidelity  as  thougE 
the  fewer  souls  we  save  and  the  less  influence  we  exert,  the  great- 
will  be  our  reward. 

"  I  have  lived  nearly  eighty  years,"  said  a  minister  not  very  los 
ago,  "and  I  am  not  sure  that  1   have  converted  one  soul.     I  f< 
my  ministry  has  been  a  failure,  and,  alas,  I  am  to  blame."     " 
said  another,  shortly  before  death,  whose  entire  life  had  been 
contending,  "  I  know  of  but  one  soul  that  I  may  have  brought 
Christ,  and  I  am  not  sure  even  of  that  one.     I  wish  I  had  to  li 
my  life  over  again  ;  how  different  it  would  be  I  " 

Success  or  failure  cannot  be  estimated  by  the  number  of  souls 
know  we  have  saved,  but  that  minister's  life  is  a  failure,  no  diffi 
ence  how  he  may  feel,  or  what  excuses  he  may  offer,  who  has 
so  exhibited  Christ  that  men  and  women,  individually  and  coll 
tively,  have,  as  the  result,  been   made  to  feel  that  he  is  inde 
power. 

There  are  two  things  for  which   we,  who  are  ministers,  shoa 
constantly  labor :  1st.  To  get  to  wait  upon  our  ministry  those  w 
most  need  it;  and,  2d,  to  so  present  truth  that  those  who  hear  w 
be  influenced  for  good  by  it.     Even  partial  failure  should   lead     ^ 
serious  examination.     We  should  ask  ourselves,  "  Why  is  it? 
Christ  on  the  cross  not  sufficiently  our  theme  ?     Are  we  ourselv  ^ 
cold  and  indifferent?     Is  it  owing  to  indolence,  timidity,  prejudice* 
lack  of  preparation,  of  variety,  our  method  of  presentation,  ou^J 
delivery  ? "  etc.,  etc.     Just  as  soon    as   the   cause   is   discovered* 
the   remedy   should  be   applied.     Who  cares   what   people   say  ^ 
They  may  call  us  old    fogy,    or   accuse   us   of  being   visionary, 
eccentric,  departing   from    approved    methods,    unsoundness,   etc. 
They  may  even   impugn  our  motives.     But   if  our  aim  is  to  be 
imitators  of  Christ  and  we  persist  in  effort  until  we  can  so  pre- 
sent  our  message  that,  as    was  the  case   with    him,  the  common 
people  hear  us  gladly,  it  makes  no  difference  what  people  think  or 
say.     He  will  take  care  of  us.     That  minister  who  realizes  that 
the  results  of  his  labors  are  utterly   insignificant  when  contrasted 
with  the  glorious  character  of  the  promises  and  determines  to  perse- 
vere in  endeavoring  to  remove  the  cause  until  he  shall  succeed,  will 
V>e  supported,  and,  in   the  end,  if    he  so   persevere,  it  will  be  seen 
that  there  is  a  world  of  difference  between  him  and  on  the  one  baud 
the  indolent  or  the  easily  satisfied,  and  on  the  other  the  mountebank 
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rfool.  He  is  wise  and  harmless  and  "wisdom  is  justified  of  her 
bildren." 

Such  are  some  applications  of  this  divine  command.  To  these 
ret  disciples,  Christ  addressed  it ;  to  every  follower,  even  the  most 
amble,  he  addresses  it;  to  the  church,  as  the  organization  by 
rhich  this  world  is  to  be  brought  into  subjection  to  him,  he  act- 
resses it;  to  the  ministry,  as  clothed  with  special  power  and  to 
rhich  is  giyen  a  special  commission,  he  addresses  it.  In  daily  life, 
)  the  adoption  of  methods  for  work,  in  meeting  the  many  vexatious 
roblems  of  the  day,  in  holding  up  Christ  as  the  Saviour  and  King 
f  men,  Christ  says,  "  Be  ye  wise  as  serpents  and  harmless  as 
o?es." 

To  you,  young  men,  preparing  for  the  ministry,  this  message 
wnes  witb  deep  meaning.  Expecting,  ere  long,  to  enter  upon  this 
ork,  aud  determined,  by  God's  help,  to  succeed  in  it,  you  should 
sek  now  for  this  spirit  ot  wisdom  and  of  innocence  that  when 
iramissioned  to  go  forth  you  may  be  thoroughly  prepared.     Begin 

'</&. 

Inclination  is  necessary,  so  is  aptitude,  so  is  opportunity,  but, 
ever  forget  that  in  order  to  success  these  qualifications — wisdom 
nd  innocence — must  be  possessed.  Without  them  at  least  partial 
tilure  is  inevitable.     With  them,  highest  success  is  assured. 

I  here  is  no  danger  of  a  young  man  having  too  much  life.  The 
Brooklyn  divine  was  right  when  he  said,  "  God  pity  our  country 
hen  our  young  men  are  old." 

There  is  no  danger  of  our  individuality  being  too  strongly  em- 
hasized;  a  common-place  sameness,  the  result  often  of  regulating 
fe  by  human  standards,  or  being  improperly  influenced  by  our 
irroundings,  is  far  more  to  be  feared. 

There  is  no  danger  of  being  too  manly  or  independent,  too  res- 
ve.  under  restraints,  especially  the  restraints  that  come  from  nar- 
>wness  of  view,  early  prejudices,  or  personal  antipathy. 
There  is  no  danger  of  pushing  investigation  too  far. 
There  is  no  danger  of  a  surplus  of  enthusiasm  in  efforts  to  save 
en,  to  enthrone  the  Saviour  King,  or  too  much  originality  in 
ans  of  work. 

There  is  co  danger  of  too  much  attention  being  paid  to  matter 
id  manner;  of  quixotism  in  our  pulpit  performances,  of  excesses 
'  any  kind. 

No  danger,  if  we  constantly  ponder  well  the  words  of  the  text, 
scome  impregnated  whh  their  spirit,  and,  impressed  with  a  deep 
use  of  our  need,  in  childlike  faith  look  to  God  to  have  it  sup- 
ied.  It  will  be  given.  For  are  we  not  told  ?  "  If  any  of  you 
3k  wisdom,  let  him  ask  of  God,  that  giveth  to  all  men  liberally, 
d  upbraidetb  not;  and  it  shall  be  given  him." 
"Get  wisdom,"  then,  as  says  the  wise  man,  "aud  with  all  thy 
tting,  get  understanding."  "  I  would  have  you,"  writes  Paul, 
nse  unto  that  which  is  good,  and  simple  (harmless)  concerning 
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evil."    "  fiehold,"  is  the  charge  of  the  Master  himself,  "  I  send  yo«a 
forth  as  sheep  among  wolves;   be  ye,  therefore,  wise  as  serpen 
and  harmless  as  doves." 


Missionary    Intelligence, 

VISITING    THE    PACIFIC    COAST 


South  Denver,  Colo.,  March  22,  1894. 

Messrs.  Editors : — The  announcement  in  the  March  number 
your  magazine  to  the  effect  that  money  conditions  might  prevecr^ 
my  prospecting  in  southern  California  may  lead  many  to  conclud 
that  the  work  was  post)K>ned.  All  arrangements  were  made  befoi 
I  received  word  from  Miss  McConnell  of  the  discouraging  outlool 
But  as  it  was  o.ily  a  financial  consideration,  it  should  not  prevent 
spiritual  work,  for  "  we  walk  by  faith,  not  by  sight."  It  iseocour-'- 
aging  to  know  that  the  money  came  forth  from  its  biding  place  a^ 
work  progressed,  and  all  expenses  of  the  work  are  fully  met. 

Mrs.  Wylie  and  I  left  Denver  on  February  6th,  going  via  L* 
Junta.  We  received  good  counsel  and  much  encouragement  from 
Brother  D.  G.  Thompson  and  his  estimable  wife.  We  always  fee/ 
safe  in  Colorado,  if  we  follow  their  advice.  Our  route  was  over 
the  Santa  Fe  Railroad.  We  arrived  in  Los  Angeles  Saturday, 
February  10th,  having  stopped  over  night  in  Red  lands  where  a  few 
of  our  people  reside,  who  were  formerly  members  in  the  Rochester,. 
N.  Y.,  congregation.  Although  they  are  connected  with  another 
church,  there  is  a  special  interest  in  those  who  have  at  any  time 
been  in  our  communion. 

At  Los  Angeles  we  received  a  most  cordial  welcome.  The 
Misses  McConnell  were  untiring  in  their  attentions,  and  together 
with  the  other  kind  friends  made  our  stay  oue  of  unalloyed  pleasure. 
Later  at  Oakland  we  received  the  same  cordial  hospitality,  and  at 
Seattle  there  was  the  same  overwhelming  kindness.  The  warm 
climate  of  the  entire  coast  is  not  to  be  compared  to  the  warm  heart* 
of  those  who  live  in  this  genial  atmosphere. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  sermons  and  addresses  which  num- 
bered about  sixteen  in  less  than  four  weeks.  J  pfeachred  in  the 
pulpits  of  Reformed  Presbyterians,  (N.  S.,)  United  Presbyterians, 
Presbyterians  and  Methodists ;  gave  addresses  to  the  Pastors'  Asso- 
ciation, of  Los  Angeles,  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  to  a  Los  Angeles- 
county  convention  of  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.  Other  meetings  were  held, 
and  I  had  several  private  interviews.  The  prayers  of  the  brethren 
had  certainly  opened  the  door  of  utterance.  The  most  of  the  work 
was  done  in  southern  California  which  is  a  compact  settlement 
rather  than  isolated  settlements.  Within  an  area  of  perhaps- 
seventy-five  miles  east  and  west,  and  forty  north  and  south  are  in- 
cluded the  principal  towns  of  southern  California.     This  of  ccura& 
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does  oat  take  in  8an  Diego.  The  proximity  of  these  centres  of  set- 
tlement would  make  it  comparatively  easy  to  visit  them  in  carrying 
on  reform  work.  A  mission  could  be  organized  at  Los  Angeles, 
and  the  time  of  a  laborer  could  be  given  to  organizing  and  also  to 
lecturing. 

The  only  opposition  I  encountered  was  from  a  premillennial 
doctor  of  divinity.  He  knew  my  mission  and  came  to  the  meet- 
ing of  the  ministers  armed  for  an  encounter.  His  .objections  were 
based  on  his  views  of  Christ's  work ;  that  he  is  a  priest  and  not  a 
king;  civil  government  has  only  to  do  with  matters  of  tribute,  and 
it  was  never  intended  that  they  should  be  Christian.  He  also 
argued  that  the  movement  would  disfranchise  Jews,  Unitarians,  etc. 
I  need  not  give  the  answer  made  to  these  objections,  but  I  was  en- 
couraged in  my  reply  by  the  significant  nods  and  the  glowing 
countenances,  as  well  as  by  the  heads  which  I  saw  at  the  opening 
between  the  room  in  which  we  were  assembled  and  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
reading  room.  When  I  had  finished  the  applause  reminded  me  of 
college  days  when  a  literary  society  shows  its  desire  to  have  judges 
in  a  contest  think  the  entire  audience  is  applauding  its  performer. 
The  question  was  to  have  a  discussion  again  in  two  weeks.  I  had 
left  the  city  before  that  time  and  have  not  received  any  report  since. 
The  climate  of  southern  California  is  very  mild.  There  is  a  great 
rariety  of  soil.  The  scenery  is  beautiful  and  while  there  is  not 
much  money  in  raising  tropical  fruits,  yet  the  people  seem  to  live 
well  and  tliey  enjoy  the  warm  moist  atmosphere  from  the  ocean  and 
think  their  country  a  paradise. 

Twenty  hours  on  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  brought  us  into 
Oakland.  We  were  surprised  to  find  such  a  cordial  reception  where 
we  were  not  acquainted.  Those  who  have  never  taught  Chinese 
will  fail  to  appreciate  the  patience  which  is  required  of  one  who 
has  taken  a  literary  and  theological  course  to  sit  night  by  night 
with  those  primary  scholars  and  teach  them  how  to  read.  The 
sermons,  by  means  of  an  interpreter,  relieve  the  monotony  some- 
what, but  the  line  of  work  is  too  restricted  for  one  who  has  spent 
ten  years  of  special  preparation  for  the  ministry.  It  is  no  wonder 
two  Chinese  missionaries  have  resigned.  The  only  surprising  thing 
is  that  they  did  not  resign  sooner. 

I  was  told  that,  including  the  Chinese  members,  we  have  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  who  would  rejoice  if  a  congregation  were  organized  ; 
and  judging  from  the  enthusiasm  of  those  with  whom  I  conversed, 
and  also  from  the  expressions  of  Brother  McAllister  approving 
such  a  course,  it  will  probably  not  be  a  great  while  before  this  de- 
sire shall  be  realized. 

Receiving  an  urgent  request  from  Brother  McDonald,  of  Seattle, 
to  be  with  them  at  the  dedication  of  their  new  church  building,  I 
parted  company  with  Mrs.  Wylie  at  Sacramento,  she  coming 
directly  home,  while  I  journeyed  nearly  one  thousand  miles  further 
north.     If  some  of  the  brethren  in  the  east  who  have  doubted  the 
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statement  as  to  the  size  of  the  western  States  could  take  this  trip  — ' 
nearly  fifteen  hundred  miles  from  Los  Angeles  to  Seattle  th< 
would  be  ready  to  comprehend  the  extent  of  our  western  territoi 
The  horse  shoe  curve  on  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  might  alm< 
be  called  a  straight  line  compared  with  what  one  sees  in  mounta 
railroading. 

Arriving  at  Seattle  Friday  evening  I  was  cordially  received 
Brother  and  Sister  McDonald.    The  northern  latitude  has  not  hi 
any  effect  on  the  warm-heartedness  of  the  people.     In  Colorado 
are  content  with  one  dinner  each  day.     Breakfast  and  lunch  add< 
satisfy  our  appetites.     But  on  the  coast  you  will  get  three  dinne 
each  day.     Had  it  not  been  that  a  program  for  ceaseless  activil 
bad  been  prepared  I  would  certainly  have  suffered  from  indigestio 
The  evening  of  arrival  a  meeting  was  held  in  the  1st  Congrega- 
tional church  where  the  Christian  amendment  was  discussed.     Ti 
sermons  on  Sabbath  and  one   Monday  at  the  church  dedicati< 
closed  the  program. 

One  cannot  but  be  impressed  by  the   substantial   character  — - 
Seattle.    Its  fine  harbor  and  commanding  view  of  the  mountains 
all  sides  gives  it  a  desirable  situation.     If  what  is  called  "Oreg< 
mist"  does  dampen  the  enthusiasm  of  one  who  is  in  the  habit 
living  in  the  dry  atmosphere  and  clear  sky  of  Colorado,  it  did  n< 
affect  the  enthusiasm  of  the  inhabitants  of  Seattle.     After  all,  th 
attachment  to  climate  is  a  matter  of  education,  or  the  lack  of  it. 
am  personally  acquainted  with  people  in  the  eastern  States  wb^ 
really  believe  that  their  climate  is  as  good  as  that  of  Colorado. 

It  was  a  cause  of  gratitude  to  me  to  see  our  people  in  Seattle  so 
well  eqipped  for  work.     Their  pastor  and  his  wife  are  all  any  con- 
gregation could  desire.     They  are  energetic,  judicious  and  loyal  to 
the  church.     The  church  property  is  well  located.     The  church  is 
neat,  attractive  and  commodious.    Tney  have  a  nice  parsonage,  and 
when  they  receive   the  appropriation  from  the   Church  Erection 
Board,  will  only  be  in  debt  $2,000.     They  have  shown  a  devotion 
to  the  cau.se  which  I  believe  lias  never  been  excelled.     It  was  a 
pleasure  to  meet  Rev.  J.  M.  Armour  and  his  family.  Although  in  poor 
health,  yet  he  is  doing  considerable  work,  and  many  fields  might  be 
sown  with  reformation   principles  if   even  a  moderate  amount  of 
money  could  be  appropriated.     What  was  done  in  Pennsylvania 
and  Ohio  many  years  ago  may  be  repeated  to-day  in  the  west  if  we 
had  the  courage  of  our  fathers.     "There  remaineth  yet  very  much 
land  to  be  possessed."     The  time  to  settle  down  in  the  enjoyment 
of  acquired  possessions  has  not  yet  come.     Some  may  enjoy  living 
on  the  attainments  of  the  past,  but  the  word  and  providence  of  God 
command  us  to  go  forward.     When  a  presbytery  shall  have  been 
organized  on  the  Pacific  coast,  then   we  may  cease  agitating  for 
going  west.     There  is  no  west  beyond  that  point.     We  then  begin 
our  journey  to  the  Orient. 

In  closing  this  letter  I  should  say  that  the  congregation  in  Denver 
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was  bountifully  supplied  during  our  absence  by  the  resourceful 
under-shepherd,  Brother  T.  H.  Aoheson.  It  was  beneficial  to  him 
physically  and  to  our  people  spiritually,  to  have  him  in  Colorado, 

Sincerely  yours,        J.  Milligan  Wylie. 


LETTER    FROM    MERSINE. 


Mersine,  Turkey,  February  24,  1894. 
Dear  Father:  *    Like  the  Egyptian  butler,  "  I  do  remember  my 
faults  this  day  " — not  that  I  have  not  remembered  it  a  good  many 
times,  but  the  remembrance  did  not  always  bring  with  it  the  time 
needful  to  write  you  a  letter. 

I  suppose  you  have  had  much  the  same  experience  on  your  side 
of  the  world  this  winter,  that  we  have  had  here  in  regard  to  health. 
The  influenza  has  prevailed  here,  and  I  see  a  good  many  of  the  old 
friends  have  been  taken  away  by  it.  Most  of  our  mission  have 
had  it  and  some  twice.  It  does  not  loose  its  hold  very  quickly ;  my 
severe  turn  was  the  first  week  of  the  New  Year,  and  I  still  suffer 
from  pains  in  the  limbs,  and  weakness  in  the  head.  James  is  hav- 
ing a  turn  of  fever  just  now.  He  is  sitting  half  asleep  in  a  rocking 
chair,  having  come  up  here  to  get  warmed  up  when  his  chill  came 
on.  He  said  to  tell  you  that  it  is  just  about  a  year  since  he  wrote 
to  you.  He  was  then  at  Antioch,  and  lie  is  expecting  to  go  again 
next  week  to  assist  Dr.  Martin  at  his  communion  the  first  Sabbath 
of  March. 

The  Turks  seem  to  be  drawing  the  net  tighter  and  tighter  about 
mission  work.     Last  week  an  order  is  said  to  have  come  for  the 
closing  of  all  schools  not  having  a  written  permit  from  the  govern- 
ment, and  all  that  are  in  rented  houses.     Were  it  not  that  we  know 
that  Christ  has  said  that  all  the  kingdoms  will  acknowledge  him, 
the  outlook  would  be  very  dark.     But  Turkey  is  no  exception  and 
sooner  or  later  Mohammedanism  must  fall.    We  are  having  a  little 
opportunity  to  give  the  gospel  to  Moslems  this  winter.     The  Cir- 
cassians who  were  thrust  out  of  Russia  some  time  ago,  are  in  such 
evil  ropute,  even  among  their  co-religionists  that  it  is  bard  for  them 
to  find  anything  to  do,  or  any  place  to  stay.       We  befriended  some 
of  them  a  year  or  two  ago,  and  they  come  here  in  their  distress. 
The  doctor  has  given  them  a  warm  room,  with  a  supper  of  soup, 
and  there  are  from  twelve   to  fourteen  lodging  here  every  night. 
Several  of  them  work  here,  but  most  of  them  only  come  to  lodge. 
Among  others  is  a  young  chief  who  is  well  educated  and  speaks 
Arabic.     He  has  been  quite  ill,  and   when  able   has  spent  a  good 
deal  of  his  time  reading  the  Bible  and  the  Peep  of  Day  books,  and 
the  Doctor  has  had  a  great  many  talks  with  him  about  the  Saviour. 
Last  Sabbath  I  was  astonished  to  see  all   the  Circassians  out  at 
preaching,  but  I  thought  it  was  because  it  was  too  wet  for  them  to 
find  work  outside ;  I  learned  afterwards  that  the  young  chief  had 

*  Rev.  John  Galbraith. 
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told  them  that  they  must  not  work,  but  to  go  to  preaching.  "  Trw. 
ho  said,  this  is  God's  day."  Some  of  them  know  only  Russian,  W 
pome  know  Turkish  and  the  sermon  is  always  translated  intoTur. 
ish.    Who  knows  what  may  be  the  outcome  of  this  ? 

Jennie  B.  Dodds  yesterday  received  a  big  box  from  friends  wh» 
she  used  to  teach  school.     It  was  valued  at  $100.    Quite  a  gift 
come  from  outside  our  church  entirely.     Most  of  the  contents  wa 
for  the  school  but  much  was  personal,  in  which  the  rest  of  us  wes 
generously  made  sharers. 

Very  affectionately,  Maby  B.  Metheny. 


« ■•♦  » 


j 


TEiMS, 


Rev.  J.  L.  Nevius,  a  missionary  in  China  for  many  years,  of 
Presbyterian  Church,  died  at  Chefoo  last  fall. 

Four  Senators — Messrs.  Lindsay,  of  Kentucky,  Hoar,   of  Mai 
chusetts,  Wilson,  of  Iowa,  and  Vilas,  of  Wisconsin,  were  at  the 
ing  on  March  7th. 

Professor  John  P.  Gulliver,  of  the  Andover  Seminary,  dt 
lately  of  pneumonia,  at  Lawrence,  Mass.     He  had  been  a  professor 
the  seminary  since  1878. 

The  church  buildings  at  Eckley  and  Pleasant  Ridge,  Kansas,  1)£L— 
been  sold,  the  former  for  §500  and  the  latter  for  $50.  •  The  moi» 
goes  to  the  Board  of  Church  Erection. 

The  Jewish  quarter  of  New  York  is  near  the  east  side  of  the  ci* 
There  are  about  200,000  Hebrews  in  the  city,  and  they  possess  thie 
synagogues  and  twice  as  many  smaller  places  of  public  worship. 

The  total  collection  for  Presbytery's  Home  Mission  taken  up 
Kansas  Presbytery  amounted   to  but  S42.00.     Our   brethren  the 
must  do   better  if  they  expect  our  cause  to  make  progress  in  th^ 
bounds. 

The  Mission  Field  is  a  32  page  monthly  published  by  the  Missis 
Board  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America,  at  the  low  price  of  — • 
cents  a  year.  The  March  number  is  full  of  matter  of  interest  to  bo^ 
old  and  young. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  20, 1894.— Charles  F.  McKenna,^ 
Pittsburgh,  arrived  here  to-day  accompanied  by  the  archabbot  of  ^ 
Vincent's  Monastery  at  Latrobe.  Beer  is  brewed  at  the  monaster 
for  domestic  use.  The  law  provides  that  in  such  cases  the  consume 
tion  must  occur  at  the  place  of  manufacture.  As  the  monastery  be^ 
is  brewed  in  one  building  and  the  monks  live  in  another,  the  abbot" 
visit  is  to  have  the  internal  revenue  regulations  amended  so  that  thej 
can  consume  this  beer  in  their  dwelling  and  not  in  the  brewery. 
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The  authorities  of  tbe  University  of  Pennsylvania  have  succeeded 
in  establishing  what  is  now  the  third  largest  collection  in  tbe  world  of 
ancient  cuneiform  inscriptions  and  other  fruits  of  Assyrian  explora- 
tion.   The  treasures  of  this  nature  in  the  University  Museum  are  sur- 
passed by  those  only  in  the  Louvre  and  the  British  Museum. 

Rev.  Wm.  Milligan,  D.  D.,  a  prominent  Scotch  clergyman,  died 
on  December  11th.  He  had  occupied  the  chair  of  Biblical  Criticism  in 
Aberdeen  University,  had  been  moderator  of  the  Established  Church 
General  Assembly,  and  had  been  clerk  of  the  Assembly  since  1886, 
He  was  a  member  of  the  company  of  New  Testament  revisers. 

From  the  annual  report  of  the  Second  Reformed  Presbyterian 
church,  of  Philadelphia,  we  learn  that  there  are  308  communicants; 
during  the  past  year  there  were  an  accession  of  30  and  a  decrease  of 
17,  aud  the  total  amount  of  contributions  was  about  $4,500.  Our 
brother,  tbe  pastor,  has  good  reason  to  be  encouraged  in  his  work. 

London,  December  28,  1893. — The  Indian  mails  announce  the 
death  of  Miss  Tucker,  known  all  over  the  world  under  the  initials  of 
"A.  L.  O.  E.w  For  the  last  eighteen  years  Miss  Tucker  has  been  en- 
gaged in  missionary  work  in  India,  where  the  proceeds  of  her  pen 
have  been  used  to  benefit  the  missions,  and  it  is  understood  that  all 
nioney  earned  by  her  works  after  death  is  also  to  be  placed  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Indian  missions. 

A  letter  in  the  i?.  P.  Witness  for  March,  tells  of  Dr.  and   Mrs. 
Martin's  arrival  in  Antioch,   Saturday,  January  6th.     The  ship  had 
touched   at  Larnaca,  and   they  had   seen  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Foster.     A 
Company  of  nearly  two  hundred  gathered  at  the  mission  premises  in 
-Antioch  to  welcome  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  home.     On  Sabbath,  Jan- 
uary 21st,   there  were   a    hundred    and  twenty  at  Sabbath  School. 
^There  area  hundred  and  forty  in  the  dav  schools. 

We  have  long  failed  to  understand  why  it  is  that  a  man  who  goes 
**bout  the  country  lecturing  against  Catholicism  should  be  in  clanger 
^>f  being  mobbed,  while  Colonel  Ingersoll  can  go  about  the  country 
■* maturing  against  Christianity  of  all  sorts  and  be  treated  with  indiffer- 
ence. We  wish  to  tell  our  Catholic  fellow-citizens  that  they  can  in  no 
^>ther  way  more  injure  their  cause  and  seem  to  put  themselves  on 
Record  as  tbe  enemies  of  free  speech  than  by  hooting  and  mobbing 
^•liese  lecturers,  no  matter  whether  what  they  may  say  be  wise  or  fool- 
**3h." — Independent. 

Rev.  D.  G.  Thompson  writes  from  La  Junta:  "Our  work  here 
*s  somewhat  encouraging.  We  have  good  audiences  on  Sabbath. 
The  Sabbath  School  keeps  up  well.  We  report  206  enrolled  last  year 
*n  the  two  schools.  We  have  a  few  Chinese.  They  showed  their  ap- 
preciation of  our  attention  to  them  on  the  night  of  our  annual  enter- 
tainment by  costly  presents  to  all  the  Sabbath  School   workers.     We 
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often  think  of  the  pleasant  time  and  constant  work  in  old  Elkhoro 
congregation,  but  this  is  a  much  more  needy  field.  We  reach  so 
many  for  whom  nothing  is  done." 

The  judiciary  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  before 
which  a  large  delegation  lately  appeared  to  advocate  an  amendment 
to  the  National  Constitution,  recognizing  God  and  his  word,  has  laid 
the  whole  subject  on  the  table.  This  means  that  the  matter  will 
have  no  further  consideration  at  the  hands  of  the  present  committee. 
The  friends  of  the  movement  ought  not  to  be  disheartened.  They 
are  making  progress.  Never  bet  ore  has  the  proposed  amendment 
gotten  so  far  as  to  receive  the  honor  of  being  officially  laid  on  the 
table. —  United  Presbyterian,  April  5th. 

Last  March  Hon.  William  Ewart  Gladstone  resigned  the  premier- 
ship of  England,  and  was  succeeded  by  Lord  Rosebery,  whom  he 
recommended  to  the  Queen  for  the  place.  Mr.  Gladstone  was  com- 
pelled by  infirmity  of  years  to  retire  from  office.  He  was  born  in 
1809.  He  was  a  member  of  Parliament  as  far  back  as  1832.  Few 
men  in  all  her  legislative  history  have  influenced  the  affairs  of  England 
as  much  as  he.  His  Home  Rule  policy  for  Ireland  is  estopped  by  the 
action  of  the  House  of  Lords.  Other  questions  may  take  precedence 
for  a  time — relating  to  Wales  and  Scotland,  but  the  Irish  party  hold* 
the  balance  of  power,  and  is  persistent. 

The  Scotsman,  which  has  been  anti-evangelical  in  its  tone,  is  get- 
ting uneasy  or  surprised  at  the  utterances  of  Professor  Drummond. 
It  says  of  tliem :  "They  were  of  a  truly  astonishing  character,  even 
for  a  Free  Church  Professor.  They  were  discussed  here  with  bated 
breath,  and  people  asked  what  theology  was  coming  to  when  its  ex* 
pounders  were  thus  out-Darwining  Darwin.  Professor  Drummond,,, 
it  says,  "is  the  chartered  libertine  of  speculative  theological  science; 
he  mav  knock  a  creed  into  a  cocked  hat,  while  others  less  favored  are 
excommunicated  with  bell,  book  ai:d  candle,  for  daring  to  hint  that 
Moses  did  not  record  his  own  death." — Presbyterian. 

We  notice  that  since  the  Parliament  of  Religions  at  the  World's 
Fair  was  held,  there  seems  to  be  a  disposition  to  establish  new  sects  of 
unusual  doctrines.  It  seems  as  if  St.  Paul's  prophecy  in  II.  Timothy 
4:  1-4  is  daily  being  fulfilled  of  that  period  in  the  history  of  the  Chris- 
tian religion  when  "some  will  not  endure  sound  doctrine,  but  after 
their  own  lusts  shall  they  heap  to  themselves  teachers,  having  itching 
ears."  We  need  not  enumerate  many  of  these  new  theologies,  with 
their  anti-Christian  dogmas — "Christian  Science,"  "Theosophy/' 
"Liberal  Universalis™,"  "Progressive  Hebrews,"  "Societies  for  Ethi- 
cal Culture,"  and  a  host  of  others. — Christian  Cynosure. 

The  Christian  Intelligencer  says :  "An  experienced  Baptist  cler- 
gyman, writing  to  young  people,  cautions  them  against  overdoing. 
'There  is  serious   danger  that  with  all  sorts  of  conventions,  rallies, 
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"visitations/'  <&c.f  some  young  people  will  be  out  every  night.'  Such 
overdoing  kills  home  life  and  the  domestic  circle.  It  leaves  no  time 
fur  reading,  study,  prayer  and  meditation.  It  even  endangers  health, 
substituting  automatic  motion  of  life.  The  process  tends  to  make 
those  subjected  to  it  blase  or  used  up,  lacking  proper  training,  instruc- 
tion and  development,  and  so  unfit  to  serve  as  pillars  of  the  church 
in  riper  years.  *Iu  nothing  too  much/  is  a  good  motto  in  sacred  as 
well  as  secular  concerns/' 

We  commend  to  our  brethren  the  Presbyterian  and  Reformed  Re- 
view. In  these  days  of  "Higher  Criticism"  running  wild,  it  is  impor- 
tant to  have  such  reading.  In  the  January  number  we  note  the  ar- 
ticles by  Prof.  W.  H.  Green,  "Critical  Views,"  respecting  the  Mo- 
saic Tabernacle,  and  among  the  "Book  Notices,"  that  of  Max  Mullers' 
"Gifford  Lectures"  by  Prof.  W.  B.  Greene,  Jr.,  and  that  of  Bacon's 
"Genesis  of  Genesis,"  by  Dr.  Osgood,  of  Rochester.  The  review  bv 
Dr.  W.  W.  Moore,  of  Va.,  of  "Duff's  Old  Testament  Theology," 
opens  up  to  view  the  fruits  of  this  false  treatment.  It  is  painfully 
evident  that  the  English  market  is  most  open  to  the  German  writers 
who  have  the  most  audacity.     But  the  wave  will  pass. 

It  was  reported  from  Washington  last  week  that  it  was  under- 
stood there  that  the  House  judiciary  committee  would  report  ad- 
versely upon  the  proposed  religious  amendment  of  the  Constitution. 
The  committee  refused  to  give  a  hearing  to  persons  opposed  to  the 
amendment.  This  refusal  was  probably,  in  part,  because  the  com- 
mittee had  it  in  mind  that  these  persons  would  be  satisfied  with  the 
adverse  report.  There  is  still  less  hope  in  relation  to  the  Senate 
committee.  We  confess  that  we  had  not  any  sanguine  expectations 
that  either  of  them  would  favor  the  amendment.  An  extended 
work  of  national  instruction  on  the  subject,  and  possibly  more 
national  affliction,  must  precede  before  success  will  be  attained. 
This  proud  nation  is  yet  far  from  being  ready  to  acknowledge  the 
Lord  and  his  Anointed  as  its  rightful  ruler,  and  his  law  as  its 
supreme  guide. — Christian  Instructor,  March  2V th. 

With  a  firm  faith  in  God,  and  in  the  Christian  character  and 
destiny  of  this  nation,  the  effort  to  bring  it  to  tile  acknowledgment 
of  God  and  his  Christ  will  still  be  urged.  One  defeat,  or  a  hundred 
defeats,  cannot  arrest  a  movement  bo  instinct  with  the  truth  of  God, 
and  so  vital  to  the  welfare  of  this  great  Christian  people.  The 
principles  which  enter  into  it  have  had  the  endorsement  of  the  best 
thinkers  that  our  national  life  has  produced.  In  the  profound  con- 
viction that  they  are  right,  and  must  prevail,  its  advocates  will 
continue  to  press  them  upon  the  attention  and  consciences  of  the 
citizens  of  the  nation.  And  in  the  meantime,  they  are  sincerely 
thankful  to  Representatives  Morse,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Stone,  of 
Pennsylvania,  for  the  zeal  and  ability  with  which  they  have  urged 
this  bill  upon  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  committee  of  Con- 
gress.— Christian  Statesman,  April  1th.  10 
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After  the  series  of  evangelistic  meetings  in  this  congregat 
noticed  in  The  Instructor  recently,  Rev.  J.  U.  K.  Milligan,  01  ] 
York  City,  came  on  invitation  of  the  pastor  and  session  and  assi 
in  the  dispensation  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  Ryegate  was  the  cl 
hood  home  of  the  Doctor;  his  father  being  the  honored  pastor 
Covenanter  congregation  here.  And  the  Doctor  has  many  fri< 
here  yet  to  welcome  him  when  he  comes  to  Vermont.  His  sern 
were  edifying  and  comforting  to  them  on  this  occasion.  There 
an  accession  of  thirty  members  to  the  congregation.  Four  of  t 
were  received  on  certificate  from  the  R.  P.  Church,  and  twenty 
on  profession  of  their  faith.  Of  the  latter  three  received  bapt 
In  the  hundred  and  three  years  that  have  passed  since  Rye 
congregation  was  organized,  it  has  seen  few  brighter  or  more 
couraging  days  than  it  saw  on  Sabbath,  February  18th,  1894.  ! 
Psalm  115  :  7. — D.  H.9  in  the  Christian  Instructor. 
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The  only  son  of  Mr.  Hugh  O'Neill,  of  New  York,  was  rem< 
by  death  on  the  19th  of  March,  after  a  week's  illness  with  pneunn 
He  was  born  June  21,  1876,  and  bore  his  father's  name.  His 
cation  was  near  its  completion,  and  he  would  soon  have  entered 
business.  The  stroke  is  a  heavy  one,  but  in  this  trial  the  parents 
sisters  of  the  deceased  have  strong  consolation. 

On  the  29th  of  March,  the  President  vetoed  the  Seigniorage 
It  had  been  passed  by  his  own  party,  which  holds  control  o 
rather  has  a  majority  in,  both  Senate  and  House.  He  thereby  si 
his  superiority  to  the  clamor  of  a  temporary  majority,  and  appea 
the  calm  judgment  of  future  times.  The  Republicans  in  the  H 
voted  with  the  minority  of  the  Democratic  members  to  sustair 
veto  of  the  President.  Thus,  as  in  the  repeal  of  the  Sherman 
for  the  purchase  of  silver,  men  of  both  parties  have  acted  toge 
for  the  common  good.  This  is  as  it  should  be.  We  are  falle 
times  when  united  Action  is  needed  to  stem  the  unsound  scru 
of  ignorant,  misguided  and  crafty  men.  There  are  great  evi 
society,  but  there  are  remedies  proposed  that  would  only  inci 
the  troubles.     The  country  needs  statesmen,  Christian  statesme 


Rev.  Dr.  H.  H.  George  was  installed  pastor  of  the  East 
Pittsburgh  church,  on  Tuesday  evening,  April  3,  1894,  by  a  < 
mission  of  Pittsburgh  Presbytery.  There  was  a  goodly  audit 
and  it  was  a  happy  occasion.  The  building  is  on  North  High 
avenue,  not  far  from  Penn,  and  is  all  that  could  be  desired. 
Sabbath  School  room,  the  pastor's  study,  everything  about 
building  is  attractive. 
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Dr.  George  comes  to  tbem  in  the  maturity  of  liis  powers,  after 
long  experience,  and  we  trust  that  by  th^  divine  blessing,  the  church 
in  that  growing  part  of  Pittsburgh  will  greatly  prosper. 

The  occasion  whs  noteworthy  in  the  presence  of  two  of  our  United 
Presbyterian  ministerial  brethren,  who  have  not  hesitated  all  along 
to  show  their  sympathy  with  our  church  in  her  efforts  to  maintain 
her  property  rights  against  the  seceding  element  which  went  into 
that  body. 

The  resolution  for  an  amendment  to  the  Preamble  of  the  United 
States  Constitution  v/as  "  killed  "  in  the  House  judiciary  committee 
on  the  27th  of  March.  It  was  laid  on  the  table,  with  only  one  op- 
posing vote — that  of  Hon.  W.  A.  Stone,  of  Allegheny,  Pa. 

This  action  will  take  many  Christian  people  by  surprise.  The 
last  President,  a  Christian,  a  Presbyterian,  declined  to  insert  the 
name  of  Christ  in  his  Thanksgiving  Proclamations,  when  approached 
by  one  of  his  body,  a  Presbyterian  pastor,  who  was  acting  for  the 
National  Reform  Association  in  the  request.  One  body,  the  United 
Presbyterians,  therefore  of  late,  in  view  of  this  studied  omission 
by  the  presidents,  have  issued  a  call  to  thanksgiving  which  gives 
due  honor  to  Christ.  Now  a  proposal  to  acknowledge  God  and  the 
way  of  approach  to  him,  through  Jesus  Christ,  is  laid  aside.  The 
contents  of  the  resolution  will  be  looked  into,  the  action  on  it  will 
Reconsidered,  and  while  there  are  those  who  will  say  the  action  is 
r'ght,  the  proposal  was  wrong,  civil  government  and  religion  are 
apart,  and  while  others  will  say,  the  proposal  was  unwise,  it  would 
only  start  discussion  and  bring  out  a  host  of  questions  which  we  do 
not  wish  to  face,  on  the  other  hand  there  are  not  only  many  whose 
hearts  will  be  grieved  by  this  action,  in  their  sense  of  the  dishonor 
done  to  their  Lord,  and  of  the  consequent  peril  of  the  nation,  but 
there  are  many  whose  eyes  will  be  opened  to  see  what  they  have 
not  seen — the  deep-rooted  national  infidelity — infidelity  in  civil 
affairs,  and  practical  infidelity  under  the  stress  of  expediency,  love 
of  popularity,  fear  of  trouble  in  doing  the  right.  So  they  say  : 
"Prophesy  not  at  Bethel :  for  it  is  the  king's  chapel,  and  it  is  the 
king's  court." 

Our  knowledge  of  this  amendment  came  to  us  by  the  daily  press, 
and  we  have  shaped  our  course  toward  this  proposed  amendment 
by  the  view  of  it  as  a  public  measure,  and  of  grave  importance, 
as  an  amendment  in  the  right  line,  and  going  very  far  on  that 
line,  and  we  have  endeavored,  as  appears  in  our  last  number,  to 
We  it  even  more  explicitly  the  amendment  so  long  sought  by  the 
friends  of  national  reform,  as  it  did  not  come  up  to  the  full  force  of 
the  tine-honored  Christian  amendment,  as  is  admitted  by  its  advo- 
cates:    "If  it  should  be  maintained  that  this  form  of  amendment 
does  not  make  it  obligatory  to  appeal  to  the  Bible  to  settle  the  ques- 
tion, it  should  be  remembered  that  the  Preamble  is  not  the  place 
for  a  statement  of  an  obligatory  character."  [Christian  .Reformer, 
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February  24th.)  "  Other  forms  speak  of  Jesus  Christ  as  *  Governor ' 
-and  '  Ruler.'  The  form  in  the  joint  resolution  does  not  say  in  as 
many  words  what  he  is."  (Christian  Reformer,  March  31st.)  Its 
sufficiency  is,  however,  maintained  by  its  author  and  his  co-editor. 
The  rule  does  not  apply  here  that  the  preamble  of  a  constitu- 
tion of  government  is  not  the  place  for  a  statement  of  an  obliga- 
tory character.  That  is  the  place  for  acknowledgments  of  higher 
authority.  The  form  submitted  thus  acknowledged  the  govern- 
ment and  authority  of  God,  and  after  hearing  it  advocated,  the  sena- 
tor from  Kentucky  asked  :  "  We  understand,  do  we,  that  this  is  no! 
a  matter  of  mere  sentiment,  but  to  be  of  practical  effect?"  We 
are  advocating  reformation,  and  we  all  are  agreed  as  to  that. 

The  objections  taken  to  the  regular  form  have  not  had  weight. 
Our  Covenant  and  the  constitution  of  the  National  Reform  Associa- 
tion express  the  scriptural  relations  of  God  and  the  Mediator  by 
the  very  titles  of  the  latter.  There  was  apparently  a  certain  vant- 
age ground  in  taking,  instead  of  the  former  statement,  certain  forms 
of  expressions  that  had  been  used  in  State  papers.  But  it  is  some- 
what difficult  without  recasting  it  to  use  phraseology  to  convey  a 
fuller  meaning  than  that  intended  in  its  first  use.  This  was  at- 
tempted, yet  well  as  it  was  drawn  up,  it  seemed  not  well  to  the 
House  committee  to  let  it  go  before  Congress,  and  so  we  have  the 
result. 

Now,  if  this  were  man's  cause,  it  might  be  said  that  it  had  failed. 
But  it  is  not  man's  cause,  and  it  has  not  failed.  It  has  made  prog- 
ress. The  literature  of  National  Reform  will  have  more  interest  to 
many,  as  introduced  to  them  by  this  move.  The  reverse  is  only 
seeming,  the  work  goes  on. 

m 

There  appeared   in  the    Christian  Reformer,  of  March  31st,  an 
editorial  entitled  "  Comparison  of  Forms  of  Amendment."     It  says: 
"  The  National  Reform  Association  revised  its  form  in  1864  to  read 
as  follows : " 

"The  editor  of  the  Banner  proposed  the  following :" 
"  Prof.  D.  B.  Willsou  favors  the  following  form  :  " 
"A  brother  in  a  private  letter  proposes  the  following:  " 
"The  form  proposed  by  Mr.  Morse  is  the  following:" 
"  There  are  doubtless  many  other  forms  in  the  possession  of  the 
friends  of  Christian  government,  for  the  times  seem  to  be  very  fruit- 
ful in  this  respect.     The  forms  given  above  will  serve  our  purpose  at 
the  present  time." 

The  conclusion  reached  is  that  the  last  form  is  the  best,  the  article 

closing,  "  the  fact  that  this  form  is  clearer  and  freer  from  ambiguity 

than  any  other,  will  commend  it  to  all  thoughtful,  candid  minds." 

The  origin  of  tbe  form  with  which  we  are  credited,  which  is: 

"  We,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  devoutly  acknowledging  the 

supreme  authority  and  just  government  of  Almighty  God  in  all  the 
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affairs  of  men  and  nations;  grateful  to  him  for  our  civil  and  religious 
liberty;  and  owning  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  the  ruler  of  nations, 
and  his  revealed  will  as  the  supreme  standard  to  decide  moral  issues 
in  national  life,  in  order,"  etc., 

Is  made  plain  by  placing  together  the  form  prepared  by  the  author 
of  the  editorial,  the  last  given,  but  the  first  in  time,  of  the  individual 
forms  in  the  above  series,  and  discussed  by  him  as  "  the  form  proposed 
by  Mr.  Morse:" 

"  We,  the  ]>eople  of  the  United  States,  devoutly  acknowledging  the 
supreme  authority  and  just  government  of  Almighty  God  in  all  the 
affairs  of  men  and  nations ;  grateful  to  him  for  our  civil  and  religious 
liberty  ;  and  encouraged  by  the  assurances  of  his  word  to  invoke  his 
guidance,  as  a  Christian  nation,  according  to  his  appointed  way, 
through  Jesus  Christ,  in  order,"  etc., 

And  the  present  form  of  petition  of  the  National  Reform  Associa- 
tion : 

"The  undersigned  petition  for  such  an  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  as  shall  suitably  express  our  national  ac- 
knowledgment of  Almighty  God  as  the  source  of  all  authority  in  civil 
government;  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  the  ruler  of  nations  and  of 
his  revealed  will  as  the  supreme  standard  to  decide  moral  issues  in 
national  life." 

Our  readers  have  before  them  in  our  last  number  our  address  at 
the  Washington  hearing.  They  may  not  all  see  the  Christian  Nation, 
and  so  we  give  a  letter  which  appeared  in  it  on  the  21st  of  March  : 

Allegheny,  Pa.,  March  17,  1894. 

Editor  of  the  Christian  Nation. — Dear  Sir: — I  was  surprised  to 
**$  at  the  head  of  your  report  of  the  Washington  hearings  what  I 
recognize  as  the  form  I  presented  to  the  judiciary  committee.  It  was 
°nly  submitted  as  a  necessary  modification  of  the  Morse  amendment, 
to  conform  it  to  the  expressed  convictions  of  the  church  and  of  the 
National  Reform  Association.  It  was  for  the  consideration  of  the 
committee,  for  their  service  in  formulating  action  for  the  House,  and 
with  that  service  its  end  is  accomplished. 

If,  in  the  providence  of  God,  the  present  effort  fails  to  go  further 
than  its  present  advanced  position,  as  heard  respectfully  and  atten- 
tively by  senators  and  representatives,  and  favorably  regarded  by 
fonie,  all  tentative  forms  fall  with  it ;  but  the  movement,  one  in  all 
'ts  phases,  will  go  on — go  on  unitedly  with  its  familiar  demands  more 
clearly  brought  out  by  all  these  discussions. 

Very  respectfully,  D.  B.  Willson. 


In  the  Christian  Reformer  of  February  3d,  it  was  stated  that  the 
last  of  the  series  of  the  forms  above  was  sent  by  the  editor  to  the 
agent  of  the  National  Reform  Association  at  Washington.  This  was 
introduced  by  Senator  Frye  (by  request)  and  by  Mr.  Morse,  and  has 
been  pushed  by  the  sub-executive  committee  with  the  resources  of  the 
association. 
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The  question  has  been  discussed,  what  was  the  relation  of  the 
National  Reform  Association  to  this  amendment  lately  proposed  in 
Congress?  The  fact  that  it  was  written  by  the  treasurer  of  the  Asso- 
ciation and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  senator  and  the  congressman 
by  its  agent  at  Washington,  and  urged  by  its  sub  executive  committee 
does  not  commit  the  association  to  it  as  a  form  of  amendment,  for 
which  they  are  responsible.  It  did,  however,  commit  the  sub- 
committee. The  executive  committee  met,  February  8th,  aud 
took  action  to  this  effect,  that  "  While  expressing  no  opinion  as  to  the 
proposed  form,  the  sub-committee  be  instructed  to  issue  petitions  in 
the  old  form."  (Report  in  Christian  Statesman^  March  31st,  and  in 
Christian  Reformer,  March  31st.)  It  appears,  however,  from  their 
repoit  that  the  sub-executive  committee  issued  petitions  as  for  the 
form  of  the  bill  before  Congress,  taking  on  themselves  to  modify  the 
bill  by  removing  the  comma  after  guidance,  changing  through  to  by 
and  adding  our  Lord  after  the  words  Jesus  Christ.  The  executive 
committee  met  again,  March  22d,  and  adopted  this  :  "  Resolved,  That 
we  approve  of  the  action  of  the  sub-committee  in  seizing  the  oppor- 
tunity afforded  by  the  intioduction  of  the  joint  resolution  of  Mr.  Frye 
and  Mr.  Morse  for  the  pressing  of  the  aims  of  this  association  upon 
Congress.  That  in  approving  the  minutes  of  the  sub-committee,  the 
executive  committee  does  not  express  any  opinion  on  one  form  or  au- 
other  of  the  amendment,  nor  intend  in  any  way  to  change  the  relation 
which  the  old  form  of  amendment  sustains  to  the  work  of  the  associa- 
tion." (Report  as  above.)  Only  one  member  of  the  executive  com- 
mit lee  strenuously  resisted  approval  of  the  form  of  the  amendment. 
Others  opposed  committing  the  aasociation  to  the  form.  Others  were 
satisfied  and  more  than  satisfied  with  the  form  as  fulfilling  the  aims  of 
the  association.  These  things  belong  to  the  association,  but  also  con- 
cern our  church,  as  largely  supporting  the  work  of  the  association, 
and  they  need  to  be  noted  to  inform  the  people. 

Regarding  the  religious  press  and  discussions,  one  thing  is  made 
evident,  that  any  modified  form  that  suits  our  people  will  suit  others, 
as  not  an  outside  voice  has  been  publicly  lifted  calling  for  a  clearer 
form,  .though  we  know  of  many  in  private.  Very  many  Chris- 
tians would  be  satisfied  with  a  "  Deistic"  acknowledgment,  and  many 
more  with  things  as  they  are,  with  no  acknowledgment.  The  wider 
the  constituency  now,  the  less  will  be  taken. 

The  association  is  on  the  list  of  our  church  schemes.  Shall  it  re- 
main, is  a  question  that  had  been  discussed  in  the  church  for  sometime, 
before  any  differences  developed  as  to  this  amendment.  The  two 
matters  do  not,  however,  belong  together.  The  early  one  had  refer- 
ence to  the  matter  of  political  dissent,  in  our  co-o|>eration  with  the 
National  Reform  Association  ;  the  later  one  has  reference  to  the  ex- 
pression of  the  aims  of  the  association  in  the  form  of  amendment. 
The  friends  of  the  association  should  not  confound  the  two.  No 
one  among  us  can  think  of  dropping  national  reform  work. 
It  is  the   work   of  Christian   patriotism,  a    work  to    which    we  are 
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solemnly  pledged,  yes,  more  than  that,  a  work  which  we  have  at 
heart.  It  is,  of  course,  possible  for  brethren  by  individual  action 
to  seriously  complicate  the  question,  but  this  is  not  to  endanger 
its  solution  for  us.  The  Covenanter  Church  stands,  along  with 
other  great  objects,  for  national  reform.  History,  philosophy, 
religion  are  on  the  side  of  the  movement.  Political  dissent  is  an  atti- 
tude towards  a  secular  Constitution  ;  national  reform  is  a  movement 
towards  an  end,  prompted  by  love  of  country  and  duty  to  God.  The 
church  appropriations  are  from  year  to  year.  Should  the  association 
ever  fail  to  hold  up  the  banner,  the  means  would  still  be  used  to  carry 
on  national  reform.  As  this  stage,  before  the  assembling  of  Synod,  we 
must  say  that  we  favor  the  continued  appropriation.  We  own  that 
there  are  extremes  that  endanger  this  :  those  on  the  one  hand  who 
see  grave  perils  to  our  church  in  support  of  the  association,  and  those 
on  the  other  hand,  who  would  press  on  the  church  less  than 
she  wants.  From  our  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  the  late  discus- 
sions in  the  conferences  and  meetings  of  the  friends  of  nationul  re- 
form, we  believe  that  the  study  should  be  that  the  work  of  the  Testi- 
mony-Bearing Committee  and  that  of  National  Reform  may  go  hand  in 
hand,  and  that  there  should  not  be  any  desire  to  force  a  discussion 
which  would  most  of  all  gratify  the  enemies  of  national  religiou. 
These  efforts  are  in  concord,  not  at  variance.  For  to  achieve  national 
refornf  there  needs  to  be  begotten  in  the  heart  of  many  the  conviction 
of  the  «m  of  the  nation  in  the  attitude  of  the  Constitution  towards 
the  Lord  and  his  Christ,  just  as  in  the  civil  war  the  President  came  to 
confess  for  the  nation,  that  slavery  was  an  offence,  that  it  was  the 
divine  will  to  remove  it, and  that  in  his  awful  judgments  he  was  a  just 
and  faithful  God. 

Let  us  know  that  the  movement  of  national  reform  has  made  great 
advance  during  the  year.  Let  us  rejoice  that  the  truth  has  been  car- 
ried so  much  further  forward  than  ever  before  in  the  history  of  this 
work.  Let  us  live,  above  our  prejudices  and  our  fears,  the  life  of 
faith  and  hope.  The  work  will  triumph.  Let  us  labor  in  it  together 
with  God.  D.  B.  W. 


f 


CCLESIASTICAL. 


CLOSING  EXERCISES  OF  THE  THEOLOGICAL 

SEMINARY. 


The  Board  met  in  the  hall,  March  20th,  9  a.  m.,  and  adjourned 
March  21st,  1  P.  M.  All  the  members  were  present  except  Elder 
Boyd,  who,  much  to  his  regret,  was  unable  to  attend  this  meeting. 

Four  sessions  were  held,  two  of  which  (Tuesday  afternoon  and 
evening)  were  given  to  the  hearing  of  discourses  by  the  students  in 
the  audience  room  of  the  Central  church. 

B.  M.  Blackwood  preachedfrom  John  16  : 8-1 1  ;  A.  M.  George 
from  Joshua  1:8;  J.  B.  Gilmore  from  Acts  10 :  42  ;  A.  J.  McFar- 
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land  from  II.  Cor.  4  :  17,  18 ;  J.  B.  Mc Isaac  from  Titus  3:8;  and 
J.  G.  Reed  from  Heb.  4 :  12.  Mr.  Burleigh,  the  professor  of  elocu- 
tion, was  present  during  criticisms  and  took  part  in  them. 

At  the  close  of  the  services  on  Tuesday,  Dr.  Sommerville  pre- 
sented to  the  Board,  to  be  hung  up  in  the  Seminary  building,  a 
picture  of  all  the  foreign  missionaries  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church  in  America  from  the  inception  of  the  missionary  enterprise 
in  1856,  to  the  close  of  1893.     The  gift  was  accepted  with  thanks. 

Oral  examinations  were  held  in  u  Introduction  to  the  New  Tes- 
tament "  by  Professor  Willson,  and  on  "  Pastoral  Theology  "  by 
Professor  George.  The  examination  papers  of  the  students  in  the 
other  studies  were  submitted  fcr  inspection.  The  examination  and 
discourses  were  unanimously  sustained. 

Certificates  were  given  to  J.  B.  Mclsaac  and  J.  G.  Reed,  who  have 
completed  their  third  year  at  the  Seminary,  and  diplomas  to  G.  A. 
Edgar,  H.  G.  Foster  and  A.  I.  Robb.  Earnest  words  of  counsel 
and  encouragement  were  addressed  to  the  students  by  the  members 
of  the  Board,  the  Professors,  and  also  by  Rev.  N.  R.  Johnston  who 
urged  upon  their  attention  the  claims  of  foreign  missions,  especially 
of  a  mission  to  China. 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Professors  in  their 
joint  report,  a  committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Dr.  Sommer- 
ville and  Walter  T.  Miller,  to  prepare  a  minute  "  with  reference  to 
the  matter  of  the  importance  of  the  work  of  the  ministry." 

Their  report  is  as  follows: 

There  is  a  large  falling  off  in  the  number  of  theological  students.  At  the  same 
time  the  field  is  widening  in  extent,  and  the  demand  for  thoroughly  equipped 
laborers  is  more  urgent  perhaps  than  at  any  former  period  in  the  history  of  our 
church.  Home  congiegatious  are  anxiously  waitinsr  for  pastors  to  take  the 
places  of  those  who  have  finished  their  course,  or  are  laid  aside  from  the  active 
duties  of  the  ministry.  Mission  Boards  are  calling  loudly  for  young  men  to  bear 
the  message  of  eternal  life  to  the  many  who  are  ready  to  perish  in  heathen  lands 
and  in  the  destitute  localities  of  this  country.  Surely  there  is  need  for  urgent 
and  importunate  prayer  for  the  fulfillment  of  the  promise:  "I  will  pour  my 
Spirit  upon  thy  seed,  and  my  blessing  upon  thine  offspring  ;  and  they  shall  spring 
up  as  among  the  grass  and  as  willows  by  the  water  courses.  One  shall  say,  1  an> 
the  Lord's ;  and  another  shall  call  himself  by  the  name  of  Jacob  ;  and  another 
shall  subscribe  with  his  hand  unto  the  Lord,  and  surname  himself  by  the  name 
of  Israel  " 

A  serious  responsibility  rests  upon  fathers  and  mothers  to  dedicate  their  sons 
to  the  work  of  the  gospel  ministry.  It  is  not  easy  to  see  how  Christian  parents 
can  contemplate  the  spiritual  destitution  or  the  world  and  pray  the  Lord  of  the 
harvest,  as  many  certainly  do,  that  he  would  thrust  forth  laborers  imo  his 
harvest,  and  ye1*  lose  sight  of  the  obligations  that  baptismal  vows  and  parental 
relationship  impose  on  them  in  this  regard  - 

God  claims  the  same  right  in  the  children  of  believers  as  in  themselves,  and 
he  looks  to  heads  of  families  to  raise  up  lor  him  a  godly  seed. 

He  requires  parents  to  train  their  children  in  his  fear,  and  for  his  glory.  The 
Bible  is  full  of  promises  that  tiiey  can  plead  with  him  as  arguments  to  bless 
their  children,  and  use  with  their  children  as  arguments  for  an  early  consecra- 
tion of  themselves  to  God.  It  is  not  likely  that  the  Head  of  the  church  will  use 
any  one  whom  he  has  not  called  into  his  service  to  bring  others  under  the 
influence  of  the  truth  or  convey  life  to  their  souls  Consequently  great  care 
should  be  taken  not  to  urge  the  adoption  of  the  ministry  as  a  profession.    No 
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father  or  mother  has  a  right  to  say :  "  This  child  shall  he  a  minister."  But  it 
certainly  is  his  privilege  and  may  be  his  duty  to  say  :  "I  give  this  obild  to  the 
Lord,  if  it  be  his  will,  to  use  him  in  the  office  of  the  ministry,  and  I  will  educate 
him  with  a  view  to  bis  being  called  to  that  work."  Does  not  the  presenting  of 
» child  for  baptism  imply  this  surrender?  Does  not  every  parent  virtually  say 
at  that  solemn  hour  :  "  I  give  this  child  to  thee.  Wilt  thou  not  help  me  to  bring 
him  up  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord  ?  Fill  him  with  thy  Spirit,  and 
ihow  him  in  thine  own  time  and  way  the  calling  in  which  he  can  best  serve  and 
glorify  thee  in  the  church." 

God  has  often  testified  his  approval  of  the  formal  dedication  of  sons  to  the 
acred  office  ot  the  ministry.  Hannah  said :  "  For  this  child  I  prayed,  and  the 
Lord  hath  given  me  my  petition,  which  I  asked  of  him.  Therefore  also  I  have 
lent  him  to  the  Lord.  As  long  as  he  liveth  he  shall  be  lent  to  the  Lord."  Samuel, 
even  in  his  early  years,  was  filled  with  the  Spirit  and  became  eminent  among  the 
prophets  of  the  Lord.  It  is  related  of  Philip  Henry  that  his  godly  mother  de- 
voted him  to  the  work  of  the  ministry  in  infancy  ;  and,  although  she  died  when 
he  was  only  a  lad  of  thirteen  years,  he  traced  whatever  of  usefulness  attended 
his  ministry  to  her  careful  instruction  in  the  Scriptures  and  Catechism,  and  her 
earnest  prayers  with  him  every  day.  Of  another  who  was  set  apart  for  this 
service  in  infancy  bis  biographer  says:  "God  accepted  the  consecrated  boy, 
took  him  under  his  special  care,  furnished  him  for  and  employed  him  in  the  ser- 
▼ice  of  his  church,  prospered  bis  career  with  remarkable  success,  aud  not  only 
blessed  him  but  made  him  a  blessing."  A  highly  esteemed  pastor  in  our  own 
communion  has  had  the  privilege  of  hearing  all  his  sons  preach  the  gospel,  and 
of  seeing  his  only  daughter  give  herself  to  foreign  mission  work,  as  the  result  of 
parental  dedication. 

Similar  results  will  follow  similar  fidelity  to-day.  Let  parents  prove  the  Lord 
in  this  way  and  see  if  he  wili  not  pour  out  a  special  blessing  on  their  homes  and 
on  the  church.  R.  M.  Sommbrvillb,  \  n*****™** 

Walter  T.  Miller^  }  0*™**"- 

The  Board  expressed  its  satisfaction  with  the  reports  of  the 
Professors  and  directed  that  they  be  published  with  the  account  of 
its  proceedings.  J.  W.  Sproull,  Sec. 

THE  PROFESSORS'   JOINT  REPORT. 

To  the  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theological  Seminary  : 

We  respectfully  report : 

The  session  of  1893-4  began  Tuesday,  September  18,  1893,  with  a  lecture  by 
Professor  Willson,  entitled  "  A  Life  and  A  Lesson." 

The  names  and  grades  of  the  students  in  attendance  are  as  follows  : 

FOURTH   YEAR. 

George  Alexander  Edgar,        Henry  George  Foster,  Andrew  Irwin  Robb. 

THIKD   YEAR. 

John  Brown  Mclsaac,  James  Gray  Reed. 

SECOND    YEAR. 

Robert  Morrison  Blackwood,  Andrew  Mclntyre  George, 

John  Blair  Gilmore,  Andrew  James  McParlaud. 

FIRST   YEAR. 

Thomas  Melville  Slater. 

Mr.  Slater  is  a  graduate  of  Geneva  College,  of  the  class  of  1892,  and  is  under 
the  care  of  Pittsburgh  Presbytery.  Mr  George  was  a  first  year  student  in  1890-1, 
and  has  resumed  study  after  an  interval  of  two  years. 

The  students  were  present  the  first  day  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  George,  who 
came  on  the  25th  of  September,  and  of  Mr.  Mclsaac,  who  came  on  the  28th  of 
November.  He  had  been  ill  with  typhoid  fever  Mr.  Reed  was  at  his  home  in 
Ohio  for  nearly  two  weeks  in  November  owing  to  sickness,  and  Mr.  Blackwood 
was  out  a  few  days  for  the  same  reason.  The  others  were  well,  and  the  attend- 
ance has  been  good,  as  the  record  which  we  herewith  submit  shows. 
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The  course  of  study  has  been  as  usual,  with  diligent  work  by  the  class.    The 

Sast  week  was  taken  up  with  written  examinations.  The  corrected  papers  will 
e  submitted  for  your  inspection.  While  this  method  is  of  service  to  the  Board 
in  judging  of  the  attainments  of  the  students,  it  is  also  well  calculated  to  fix  in 
their  minds  important  portions  ot  the  session's  studies. 

The  weekly  prayer  meeting  has  been  a  refreshing  feature  of  our  Seminary  life. 
A  list  of  leaders  and  topics  was  prepared  at  the  beginning  of  the  session,  aud  the 
subjects  have  had  a  direct  bearing  on  the  work  of  the  ministry.  We  name  some 
of  them  :  The  Minister's  Insufficiency,  What  and  How  to  Preach,  The  Miuister 
an  Example;  and  as  bearing  on  reform  work :  The  Secret  of  National  Prosperity, 
"  Art  thou  he  that  troubleth  Israel  ?  " 

The  homiletic  course  has  had  the  usual  addition  of  public  discourse,  each  of 
the  students  giving  two  pieces  in  one  of  the  churches.  The  Beoond  series  was  on 
a  portion  of  Scripture  far  a  lecture.  The  students  of  the  first,  second  and  third 
years  have  had  texts  assigned  for  discourses  before  the  Board.  We  were  able  to 
secure  an  elocution  teacher,  the  instructor  in  elocution  in  the  Allegheny  High 
School.  The  students  have  appreciated  this  training.  They  have  had  toe 
privileges  of  the  Pittsburgh  Y.  M.  C.  A.  with  its  excellent  gymnasium. 

The  facilities  for  study  are  at  hand.  While  there  is  the  average  proportion  of 
our  young  men  giving  themselves  to  the  ministry  in  comparison  with  our  mem- 
bership, as  is  shown  by  the  statistics  of  the  denominations,  and  while  there  it 
no  more  complaint  among  us  than  among  other  bodies,  that  many  educated 
-Christian  young  men  turn  aside  to  other  calliugs,  yet  we  are  not  to  be  satisfied 
with  the  average :  it  is  our  duty  to  urge  men  to  consider  the  field  of  the  world, 
and  the  claims  of  the  Lord  who  came  to  save  the  world.  We  have  published  • 
call  written  by  one  of  us  entitled  "An  appeal  to  the  Sons  of  the  Church."  We 
would  ask  the  Board  to  make  note  of  this  matter  of  the  importance  of  the  work 
of  the  ministry,  that  it  may  go  to  the  church  with  the  report  of  the  closing  exer- 
cises. We  have  an  expectation  that  the  coming  year  will  witness  an  increase  is 
the  number  of  students,  but  our  reliance  must  be  on  the  Lord  of  the  harvest, 
by  whose  constraining  power  laborers  will  be  sent  forth  into  his  harvest 

We  look  back  with  thankfulness  to  God  for  the  help  afforded  through  another 
year,  and  this  through  a  trying  providence  in  one  of  our  households  in  the  long 
and  severe  illness  of  one  of  its  members. 

Respectfully  submitted,  D.  B.  Willson,  \  p,,..,,^. 

Allegheny,  Pa.,  March  20,  1804.  R.  J.  George,     /  rroJw^ 

PROFE8SOR  WILLSON'8   REPORT. 

To  the  Board  of  Superintendent*. 

I  respectfully  report  as  follows  : 
The  Studies  of  the  past  session  in  my  department  have  been  : 

1.  The  Textual  Criticism  of  the  New  Testament.  We  have  used  Dr.  War- 
field's  book  on  this  subject,  an  excellent  manual  introductory  to  Westcott  and 
Hort'8  larger  work  in  connection  with  their  critical  edition  of  the  Greek  text  of 
the  New  Testament.  I  have  supplemented  some  of  its  most  condensed  parts,  by 
•notes  giving  more  detail. 

2.  The  Greek  New  Testament.  We  have  read  the  Epistle  to  the  Ephesians, 
using  the  Revisers'  text,  and  referring  especially  to  the  commentaries  of  Calvin, 
Hodge,  Meyer  and  Ellicott. 

These  two  studies  have  been  united  in  the  examination,  and  the  papers  here- 
with submitted,  embracing  both,  are  marked  New  Testament  study. 

3.  A  related  branch— New  Testament  Introduction,  has  been  reserved  for  oral 
•examination.  Use  has  been  made,  as  last  year,  of  Dr.  Gloag's  systematic  works. 
We  used  his  Introduction  to  the  Catholic  Epistles,  the  dissertations  of  which  add 
value  to  it  as  a  class  book. 

4.  The  Hebrew.  The  students  were  evenly  divided  in  this  study,  the  junior 
•class  using  Harper's  Elements  of  Hebrew,  and  his  introductory  Method  and 
Manual.  They  have  wrought  faithfully,  and  their  papers  which  are  submitted, 
show  the  advance  made.  A  few  of  them  had  made  some  progress  in  this  study 
the  previous  year. 

The  Senior  Hebrew  class  recited  in  Dr.  W.  H.  Green's  Grammar,  concluding 
it  this  year.  They  have  read  in  Genesis,  Isaiah  aud  the  Psalms.  The  half  ol 
the  time  of  this  class  was  given  to  the  study  of  Old  Testament  Introduction,  in 
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F  Dr.  C.  F.  Rett's  Introduction  to  the  Old  Testament.  The  attacks  on 
rity  of  the  Hebrew  Scriptures  are  so  general  and  so  bold  as  to  give  great 
ce  to  this  study.  The  portions  relating  to  the  Pentateuch,  Joshua, 
le  books  of  Samuel  and  Kings  and  Isaiah  were  completed.  The  papers 
us  are  also  submitted. 
re  had  a  pleasant  aud  profitable  year  of  study. 

Respectfuly  submitted,  D.  B.  Willson. 

ny,  Pa^  March  20,  1894. 

PROFESSOR  GKORGE'8  REPORT. 

ard  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theological  Seminary  : 
lowing  report  of  the  work  in  my  department  is  respectfully  submitted  : 
tematic  Theology.  (Hodge.)  Our  studies  were  in  Soteriology, 
r  with  Vol.  II.  Chapter  III.  •'  The  Person  of  Christ ; "  and  closing  at 
Chapter  XIX.  ••  The  Law.*1 — We  covered  over  600  pages  and  made  a 
>view  of  the  subjects  gone  over  the  first  half  of  the  term  and  held  a 
lamination  on  the  part  reviewed. 

tURCH  History.     The  Medieval  Era  from  Charlemagne,  A.  D.  800  to 

Theses,    A.    D.  1517.     The   text  book   was  largely  supplemented  by 

outlines  on  important  topics  and  noted  characters,  with  copious  refer- 

Smith's  and  Kurtz'  s  Church  Histories,  Hallam's  Middle  Ages,  Dr. 

taoon  Lights  of  History,  Shedd's  History  of  Doctrine  and  McCliutock, 

g's  Encyclopedia.    These  notes  aud  references  were  taken  down  by  the 

md  furnished  the  basis  of  our  review  and  of  a  written  examination.  We 

treat  the  subject  not  as  mere  annals,  but  to  study  Romanism  as  a 

its  principles,  methods  and  fruits  ;  and  also  to  discover  the  over- ruling 

he  reigning  Christ  in  the  events  of  this  period. 

omiletics.    In  this  department  we  studied  Prof  Phelps'  work  entitled 
style  in  Public  Discourse  beginning,  completing  and  reviewing  the  book 
ng  a  written  examination.     Until  the  holidays  the  homiletic  exercises 
of  studies  in  lecturing,  based  on  the  book  of  Acts.    This  together  with 
)  of  lectures  given  by  the  students,   as  referred  to  in  the  joint  report 
e  prominence  to  the  study  of  this  method  of  pulpit  work      After  the 
we  had  exercises  in  framing  skeletons  on  texts  assigned  in  advance — and 
submitted  were  criticised  by  the  class  and  teacher. 
ial  Theology.    I  gave  a  course  of  thirteen  lectures  on  two  general 
L      The  pastor  as  an  Evangelist.      II.      The  pas  .or  in  relation  to  the 
>rk  of  the  church.     The  subjects  embraced  under  the  first  topic  were  : 
he  conditions  of  success  in  bringing  men  to  Christ, 
'he  Holy  Spirit  as  the  source  of  Power  in  bringing  men  to  Christ, 
[ow  to  use  the  Bible  in  bringing  men  to  Christ. — (4  lectures.) 
evivals  of  Religion — (4  lectures)  discussing  the  nature  of  a  true  revival 
riplure  warnant  for  revival  services — How  to  promote  revivals  and  how 
it  them — The  inquiry  meeting — How  to  conserve  the  results  and  prevent 

the  second  topic  I  discussed — The  Pastor  in  Relation  to  the  Public 
of  the  Church— The  Pastor  as  a  Reformer  and  the  Pastor  as  a  Witness, 
ssion  of  our  distinctive  principles  will  come  in  the  course  next  year.  I 
savored  in  this  course  of  lectures  to  give  effect  to  the  expressed  desires 
ction  of  the  Synod  in  connection  with  the  report  on  Evange  istic  work 
The  examination  will  be  oral.  The  written  examination  papers  are 
transmitted . 

closing  my  report  I  should  say  that  I  was  detained  from  meeting  the 
hree  days  owing  to  the  very  critical  illness  of  a  member  of  my  family. 
mbranceof  the  Christian  sympathy  and  earnest  prayers  of  my  co-  professor 
tudeuts  of  the  Seminary  at  that  time  and  during  the  days  of  anxiety 
wed  together  with  Gods  gracious  answer  to  the  supplications  in  our 
we*  me  to  unwonted  fervor  in  my  thanksgivings  to  the  Father  of 
or  bis  goodness  experienced  during  the  session  now  drawing  to  a  close. 

Respectfully  submitted,  R.  J.  George. 
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L.E&MIN  VI.— JHay  6. 

JOSEPHS  LAST  DAY8.-Genetii60: 14-26. 


14.  And  Joseph  returned  into  Egypt, 
he,  and  his  brethren,  and  all  that  went 
up  with  him  to  bury  his  father,  after 
he  had  buried  his  father. 

15.  And  when  Joseph's  brethren  saw 
that  their  father  was  dead,  they  said, 
Joseph  will  perad venture  hate  us,  and 
will  certainly  requite  us  all  the  evil 
which  we  did  unto  him. 

16.  And  they  sent  a  messenger  unto 
Joseph,  saying,  Tby  father  did  com- 
mand before  be  died,  saying, 

17.  So  shall  ye  say  unto  Joseph,  For- 
give, I  pray  thee  now,  the  trespass  of 
thy  brethren,  and  their  sin  ;  for  they 
did  unto  thee  evil :  and  now,  we  pray 
thee,  forgive  the  trespass  of  the  ser- 
vants of  the  God  of  thy  father.  And 
Joseph  wept  when  they  spake  unto 
him. 

18.  And  his  brethren  also  went  and 
fell  down  before  his  face;  and  they 
said,  Behold,  we  be  thy  servants. 

19.  And  Joseph  said  unto  them,  Fear 
not :  for  am  I  in  the  place  of  God  ? 

20.  But  as  for  you,  ye  thought  evil 
against  ine ;    but  God  meant  it.  unto 


good,  to  bring  to  pass,  as  it  is  thisdaj 
to  sa ve  much  people  alive. 

21.  Now  therefore  fear  ye  not:  Iwl 
nourish  you,  and  your  little  ones  Ad 
he  comforted  them,  and  spake  kiafl) 
unto  them. 

22.  And  Joseph  dwelt  in  Egypt,  kl 
and  his  father's  house:  and  JoMp 
lived  a  hundred  and  ten  years. 

23.  And  Joseph  saw  Ephraim's  obi 
dren  of  the  third  generation:  the oUj 
dren  also  of  Machir  the  son  of  Man* 
seh  were  brought  up  upon  Joseplri 
knees. 

24.  And  Joseph  said  unto  his  ImA 
ren,  I  die  ;  and  God  will  surely  vh 
you,  and  bring  you  out  of  this  landp 
to  the  land  which  he  aware  to  AM 
ham,  to  Isaac,  and  to  Jacob. 

25.  And  Joseph  took  au  oath  of  tfc 
children  of  Israel,  saying,  Go»  wfl 
surely  visit  you,  and  ye  shall  carry  fij 
my  bones  from  hence.  ; 

26.  So  Joseph  died,  being  a  hundra 
and  ten  years  old  :  and  they  embalm^ 
him,  and  he  was  put  in  a  coffin  k 
Egypt. 


Golden  Text  :  The  path  of  Hie  just  is  as  the  shining  light,  th& 
shineth  more  and  more  unto  the  perfect  day. — Proverbs  4  :  18. 

The  word  was  carried  to  Jacob  in  Canaan,  that  Joseph  was  alivi 
and  ruled  in  Egypt.  Joseph  sent  and  brought  him  down,  brougbl 
him  before  Pharaoh,  who  allotted  him  land  in  Goshen.  Jacob  died 
in  Egypt,  being  147  years  old,  and  was  taken  into  Canaan  and  buriei 
in  the  cave  of  Machpelah  at  Hebron.  He  had  lived  17  yearail 
Egypt,  the  close  of  a  troubled  life,  yet  a  life  of  a  sojourner  with  Godj 
the  Canaan  of  earth  being  to  him  a  type  of  the  heavenly  landd 
promise. 

I.  The  fears  of  Joseph's  brethren,  Vs.  14-18.  Jacob  had  paasd 
away,  the  father  who  had  shown  mich  love  in  Canaan  to  Joseph,  as  tl 
fan  their  hatred;  and  now  that  he  is  dead  what  can  they  expect 
What  tie  had  he  longer  to  them  ?  They  look  for  judgment.  Thfl 
had  not  known  mercy,  and  it  was  hard  for  them  to  conceive  of  mcixj 
to  the  guilty. 

II.  Joseph's  assurances  to  his  brethren,  Vs.  19-21.  Tbey  did  nfl 
come  before  him,  but  sent  a  messenger  with  the  word  to  him  of  tlieJ 
departed  father.  Jacob  commanded  them  to  ask  forgiveness  for  thei 
trespasses  and  their  sin.  It  belonged  not  to  them  to  say  that  God  ha* 
overruled  it.  So  they  ask  forgiveness  as  "  the  servants  of  the  God  0 
thy  father."     Joseph  feared   God,  and   in   his  fear,  they  ask  thei 
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Golden  Text  :     Our  help  is  in  the  name  of  the  Lord. — Ps.  124 : 8. 

Genesis  closed  with  an  account  of  the  death  and  burial  of  Joseph* 
Exodus  is  the  going  for'.h,  (of  Israel  from  Egypt).  The  book  opens 
with  this  lesson,  giving  an  account  of,  I.,  The  first  generation  hr 
Egypt;  II.,  The  prosperity  of  Israel ;  III.,  The  oppression  of  Israel^ 

I.  The  first  generation  in  Egypt,  Vs.  1-6.  The  sons  of  Jacob  all 
came  down  with  thtir  households.  Give  the  names  of  Leah's  soiify 
Rachel's  son,  the  handmaids'  sons.  The  seventy  souls  included  Jacob,, 
Joseph  and  his  sons.  See  Gen.  46:  26,27.  This  then  was  the  trans- 
fer of  the  children  of  Israel,  foretold  to  Abraham.  The  generation, 
that  came  down  into  Egypt  passed  away,  and  by  that  time  great  - 
changes  had  taken  place. 

II.  The  prosperity  of  Israel,  Vs.  7.  The  Israelites  multiplied  in 
Egypt.  They  had  been  placed  by  Joseph  in  a  goodly  portion  of  the; 
land,  in  the  Delta  of  the  Nile.  The  blessing  of  God  rested  on  them, 
as  his  chosen  people,  and  they  became  strong.  All  through  their  his- 
tory they  have  proved  a  race  able  to  thrive  whenever  given  room, 
having  energy,  thrift  and  business  capacity.  As  there  was  a  purpose 
of  God  in  sending  them  into  Egypt,  so  there  was  a  purpose  in  their 
dispersion  before  Christ  came,  among  the  isles  of  the  Gentiles,  and 
there  is  a  purpose  still  in  their  great  dispersion  in  all  quarters  of  the 
earth,  in  their  increase  in  numbers,  wealth  and  power.  We  must  not 
be  blind  to  the  signs  of  the  times.  God  is  preparing  this  people  for 
a  wondrous  future. 

III.  The  oppression  of  Israel,  Vs.  8-14.     The  place  Joseph  oc- 
cupied  was  vacant.     His  descendants  mingled   with   this  people  of 
Israel.     The  Pharaoh  that  then  ruled  over  Egypt  knew  not  Joseph. 
The  great  work   he  had  done  for  the  relief  of  Egypt  in  saving  the 
people  from  death  by  famine  was  forgotten.     He  looked  only  at  the 
growing  numbers  and  power  of  this  alien  people,  and  feared  them, 
and  so  measures  were  taken  to  repress  them  by  enslaving  them  st 
hard  toil.     Yet  even  this  did  not  crush  them.     They  still  grew.     He 
then  made  them  serve  under  slave  drivers,  making  brick  and  mortar, 
and  building  cities — Pithom  and  Raamses — and  toiling  in  the  •field* 
This  is  also  as  the  subsequent  history  of  Israel.     Their  prosperity  has 
excited  envy.    This  has  been  the  case  through  the  Christian  centuries, 
and  even  to-day  in  the  United  States  there  are  sections  where  a  deep 
prejudice  exists  against  them.     Their  love  of  gain,  and  their  exaction* 
have  turned  the  debtor  class  against  them,  but  they  are  open  to  all  tin 
better  influences,  and  some  of  the  world's  greatest  philanthropists  ans 
of  the  people  of  Israel.     The  prejudice  of  race  magnifies  their  faults* 
With  God,  as  in  Egypt,  so  now,  they  are  loved  for  the  fathers'  sakes, 
and  as  of  them  the  Saviour  came,  so  through  them  yet  great  blessings 
will  come  to  the  Gentile  world.     Let  us  pray   for  the  conversion. of 
Israel  to  Christ. 

Psalms  105:  23-25;  106:  47,  48. 
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8HORTER  CATECHI8M. 

».  98.      What  is  prayer  f 

r.  Prayer  is  an  offering  up  of  our  desires  unto  God,  for  things 
ble  to  his  will,  in  the  name  of  Christ,  with  confession  of  our 
nd  thankful  acknowledgment  of  his  mercies. 


LESSON  VIII.— IWay  20. 

THE  CHILDHOOD  OF  MOSES.-Exodus  2 :  1-10. 

id  there  went  a  man  of  the  '  6.  And  when  she  had  opened  it,  she- 
of  Levi,  and  took  to  wife  a  I  saw  the  child :  and,  behold,  the  babe 
>r  of  Levi.  !  wept.     And  she  had  compassion  on 

id  the   woman  conceived,  and  him»  *nd  ,8aid»  Tnis  is  one  of  the  He- 
son  :    and  when  she  saw  him  brews'  children, 
was  a  goodly  child, she  hid  him  "   Tben  8aid  his  8iflter  to  Pharaoh's 
onthp  daughter,  Shall  I  go  and  call  to  thee  a 

,d  when  she  could  not  longer  i  ^^tS^i^^i  *""  ** 
n,she  took  for  him  an  ark  of  I  T  »„?pu^y.i.,i..^  „»*„ 
je^and  daubed  it  with  dime    ,  .   8.  And  Phai^oh's  daughter  said  unto 

h  pitch,  and  put  the  child  there-      ftl&'t  m^,"""*  wenl  and  caHed 

i   ^     i  •  j  •«.  •    «t.     a       i_     ^      i  the  child  s  mother. 

I  she  laid  it  .n  the  flags  by  the         9    And  Pharaoh,8 dauKhter  Mii  anU>. 

, .  .  *  ,  _  her,  Take  this  child  away,  and  nurse 

id  his  sister  stood  afar  off,  to  wit  ,  it  for  me,  and  I  will  give  thee  thy 
onld  be  done  to  him.  wages.  And  the  woman  took  the  child, 

id    the    daughter  of   Pharaoh      and  nursed  it. 

>wn  to  wash  herself  at  the  river;  10.  And  the  child  grew,   and    she 

maidens  walked  along  by  the      brought  him  unto  Pharaoh's  daughter, 

and  he  became  her  son.  And  she  called 
his  name  Moses:  and  she  said,  Because 
I  drew  him  out  of  the  water. 


tide ;  and  when  she  saw  the  ark 
the  flags,  she  sent  her  maid  to 


,DE>~  Text:     I  will  deliver  him,  and  honor  him. — Fs.  91  :  15. 

growth  of  the  Israelites  in  Egypt  had  excited  the  envy  of  the 
ians.  Stern  measures  had  been  taken  to  repress  them  by  re- 
;  them  to  slavery  and  exacting  hard  labor.  Yet  they  grew. 
nurder  was  resolved  upon,  and  the  order  was  given  to  kill  the 
>rn  Hebrew  male  children.  Then  we  are  brought  to  the  era  of 
•th  of  Moses,  and  the  narrative  of  the  remarkable  providences 
ten<^d  his  infancy. 

The  birth  and  concealment  of  Moses,  Vs.  1-4.  His  father 
other  were  descendants  of  Levi.  Amram  and  Jochebed  were 
lames.  Aaron  and  Miriam  were  older  children.  When  Moses 
>rn  Jochebed  was  led  by  faith  in  God  (Heb.  11  :  20)  to  save  him 
lestruction.  She  was  able  to  hide  him  three  months,  all  the 
mxious  for  his  life.  Now  she  must  give  him  up,  committing 
>  God.  So  she  took  a  reed  basket,  and  made  it  water-tight  by 
me  of  the  rivtr,  and  pitch.  In  dependence  on  God,  she  laid  her 
n  the  cradle,  among  the  flags  that  grew  at  the  water's  edge.  She 
»t  cast  away  her  care,  but  directed  his  sister  Miriam  to  watch,  to 
what  would  befall  her  babe.  All  this  is  a  triumph  of  faith  in  a 
is  case.  God's  providential  care  was  known  by  her,  and  to  him 
trusted  her  babe  when  her  power  to  protect  him  was  exhausted. 
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II.  The  discovery  and  the  adoption  of  Moses,  Vs.  (k 
Nile  was  as  the  Ganges,  a  sacred  river,  and  the  daughter  of 
came  down  to  wash  in  the  water  of  the  river.  The  accoun 
of  her  finding  the  babe,  and  of  her  committing  him  to  his 
care.  His  mother  cared  for  him  till  he  was  old  enough  to  '. 
for  the  palace.  His  name  Moses  was  given,  as  he  wa 
out  of  the  water.  The  pious  mother  taught  him  the  feai 
gave  him  teaching  as  to  Israel's  history,  taught  him  of  the 
and  of  the  covenant  of  God  with  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob 
his  mind  and  heart  to  Canaan.  He  was  to  leave  her  for 
What  an  encouragement  in  his  history  to  mothers  as  to  chile 
shall  leave  the  country  home  for  the  strange  city,  leaving 
family  life  for  the  citv  life  so  full  of  temptations  for  the  you 

Psalms  78 :  1-4;  77  :  19,  20. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  99.      What  rule  hath  God  given  for  our  direction  ir< 
Ans.     The  whole   word  of  God    is  of  use  to  direct  us  ii 
but  the  special  rule  of  direction  is  that  form  of  prayer  whi 
taught  his  disciples,  commonly  called,  The  Lord's  Prayer. 


Marriages, 


By  Rev.  J.  A.  Black,  December  27,  1893,  at  the  residence  of  the  I 
ente,  William  D.  Twinam,  of  Craw  fords  ville,  Iowa,  and  Miss  Jenni 
son,  of  Wyman,  Iowa. 

By  Rev.  8.  M.  Stevenson,  February  28,  1894,  at  the  home  of  the  b 
ents,  Harmann  A.  Eilbrs  and  Miss  Mary  Rodgeks,  both  of  Tabor 
tion,  Clay  county,  Kansas. 

By  Rev.  J.  K.  Reed,  March  22,  1894,  at  Iugleside,  Pa.,  A.  J.  Swan 
F.  Watt. 


Register  op    Baptisms, 


m  ^  WHEN         ICONOBIQA- 

NAME.  PARENTS.  ,WHEN  BORN.       BArrljED>  TI0N.       \  f 


Hildred  Thompson !  E.  F.  and  Lottie 

Florence  Pearl  Russell 
John    Paul    Dean  ) 

Thoiupsou S 

Letitia  Ethel  Reed 


J.  K.  and  Tiuie. 
Dickson  and  Addie. 
W.G.  and  Letitia..., 


May  20,  '93 ;  J.  K 

•'  i 

<< 

Not.  4,  '93 
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BITUARIES. 


Mrs.  Jane  (Wallace)  Wylie,  widow  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  S.  O. 
Philadelphia,  died  in  New  York,  April  2d,  where  she  was  visiting  her 
Mrs.  W.  T.  Miller. 

Z'  Mrs.  Nancy  (Black)  Anderson,  wife  of  William  Anderson,  of  a 
and  a  sister  of  Rev.  James  A.  Black,  died  April  3d,  after  a  few  days 
pneumonia. 


SUPPLIES— PITTSBURGH  PRESBYTERY. 

Adawtillb— May,  1st  Sab,  Easson. 

Clakksbuko— April,  5th  Sab.,  McCartney  ;  May,  &1  Sab.,  Baird. 

Ma.nchkstkk— April,  5th  Sab.,  Mclvuight ;  May,  4th  Sab.,  communion,  Duncan 

and  Easson. 
ItKiNkKLAND — April,  4th  Sab.,  McCartney  ;  May,  1st  S.ib.,  MeKnight. 
MfKhKM'our — May,  1st  Sab.,  Faris  ;  :»d  Sab.,  communion,  J.  S.  Martin 
Mn$t>N<sA ii kla— April,  5th  Sab.,  McKlwain  ;  May.  4th  Sab.,  Faris. 
Xiddletowx— D.  C.  Martin,  stated  supply. 
North  Union — April,  4th  Sab.,  Baird ;  May,  2d  Sab.,  communion,  Willson  ;  4th 

Sab.,  McKlwain.     Kilpatriek  to  moderate  in  session. 
Mew kk— April,  4th  Sab.,  May,  2d,  M,  and  4th  Sabs.,  MeKnight  ;  4th  Sab., 

communion,  congregation  to  arrange. 
^iLKM— Ciozier,  .stated  supply. 
".i.('itt  -S.  J.  Crowe  to  moderate  in  session,  look  after  iutereM  of  church. 

ArtuiirtMiicnts  for  t*  e  ordination  and  installation  of  Mr.  Foster  :  Presbytery 
ta>iiiv?t  in  Ciilletfe  clripel.  Wednesday,  May  2d,  at  10  a.  m.  The  moderator,  R. 
'  •  Wylie,  *o  pit-side  ;  Glasgow  to  preach  ;  McAllister  to  address  pastor  ;  Willson 
''•  vliiiehs  pfople  ;  R.J.George  to  conduct  examinations  and  to  assign  trial 
TV-*;  \V.  I'.  Johnston  to  read  edict  ;  K.  J.  George,  W.  P.  Johnston,  alternate. 
1  W'MifM'e  in  session  until  settlement  of  pastor. 

•••>.  Maitlh  to  moderate  cull  mi  Meieer  arid  A-iamsville  congregation. 

I* ih'-iii  *o  moderate  call  in  Uro  iklaud  and  Manchester  congregation. 

J.  K.  Wyj.ik. 

*"»' (jiriUe,  P't.  Cli".  ('"in.  of  &u]i;.iit*. 
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Tiik  Central  Boaid  report  will  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  members  of  SyuoO 
with  the  blanks  properly  lillerl  from  the  report  ol  the  treasurer  of  Synod. 

TuimrGii  the  application  ot  J.  \V.  Pritchard,  of  the  committee  on  railroad 
fares,  the  B.  A:  n.  K.  H.  has  furnished  clerical  rates  to  ministers  attending 
Svnod.     The  committee  mav  publish  other  arrangements  later. 

Mis.  Ei.mki:  M«*Bi  h.ni  y  will  be  ordained  and  installed  at  Walioo,  Neb.,  ota 
Mav  l^ih. 

I)u.  Mltiikn\  i.J  on  his  way  from  Mcrsine,  and  will  remain  in  America  tiU 
after  >yu*ui.     MNs  EJuar.  from  Eutakiych,  is  now  in  this  country  on  a  visit. 

Uk\.  >.  W.  W.w.i.At  k  resigned  the  pfistoiate  of  Syracuse  congregation  at  the 
meeting  of  Bocheslei  Piesbw\teryon  Apiil  •'*•,  lb*J\, 

li'rv.  ('.  Cj.ym  was  n-eeiveil  by  Lake*  Presbytery  from  the  Heformed  Presby- 
teiv.     lb-  is  ;ii  the  present  time  laboring  in  H'inois  Presbytery. 

Kkv.  Dn.  W.  M.  Tn-.»M-«»Nt  the  uiithoi  of  The  Land  and  the  Book,  and  long 
a  >yiiau  inj.viunary.  die«i  >,hb:itli,  April  ^th,  at  Denver,  aged  87. 

At  *i  hi-  Lite  communion  in  New  f'a^'Ie  congregation  there  was  an  accession o J 
nine,  in  '.id  Philade!phi:i  ot  ten,  in  f  entr-il  AiS^heny  of  eighteen,  and  in  OlatUts 
ot  seventeen. 

Kkv.  Win  i  \m  1  > s «  :..  M.  A.,  his  published  in  pamphlet  form  four  lettersol 
hi-  «o  :he  I.o.fi-h'.ierrii  St. ••'*'.  f'  on  Tin-  Paganism  of  the  Term  '*  Sunday.*" 
\\".i»iitl  !iiit  thev  i-ii::]iI  ban>is  \h>  liea!l'«n  i:i:me  of  l  he  Lord's  dav  from  Chris- 
tiau  ums:»«'  : 

J.  \Y  SiMj'-n.i.,  exee'.s'.ir  ot"  .j,e  eVuv  of  Mi>.  E.  E.  (iibson,  deceased,  has 
paid  o\er  •  »  Synod" *  P,.i:ui  «»r  Tin^ec*  <1,  :'•.'•:}.  :!:*•,  to  be  applied  to  mission  pur- 
pose-. Mrs  <t:i-Mii;  «!>  .i  :ik  !ubi»r  >\ '  (.*en»!.:l  \'>idieny  congregation.  The 
entire  aini>U!!:  it  !  e:  Su  ami  1k-,:h'M  ^  ->i,i  n  i  This  is  for  present  use,  not 
eiioowmei,:. 
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Original. 

ONE    SOLUTION. 


M.  K.  M. 


I  would  like  to  suggest  one  solution  to  the  third  part  of  the 
problem  proposed  by  J.  W.  S.  in  the  February  No.  of  the  It.  P.  &  C. 
The  other  parts  are  comparatively  easy  to  solve.  As  he  says,  this 
question  affects  the  whole  church. 

When  an  edifice  is  to  be  built,  is  it  not  wise  to  be  very  careful 
thomthe  foundations?  Jesus  has  not  only  taught  us  to  teach  all 
nations,  but  to  "teach  them  all  things  whatsoever  he  has  com- 
manded." Now,  do  we  believe  that  part  of  what  he  has  commanded 
ns  to  teach,  is  that  he  is  King  of  kings,  and  that  nations  in  their 
civil  capacity  are  to  own  him  as  such?  Do  we  believe  that  the 
word  of  God  teaches  that  there  is  no  divine  warrant  for  the  use  of 
human  composition  in  the  praise  service?  If  we  do  not  believe 
these  principles  then  we  have  no  right  to  perpetuate  our  organiza- 
tion at  all.  If  we  do,  then  we  are  bound  by  our  loyalty  to  our  King 
to  declare  the  whole  counsel  of  God. 

Itfjeems  to  me  that  the  very  elementary  teaching  of  Christianity 
requires  instruction  with  regard  L>  the  kingly  office  of  Christ,  just 
as  much  as  to  those  of  prophet  and  priest.  I  do  not  see  that  the 
truths  involved  in  our  distinctive  principles  are  any  harder  to  com- 
prehend than  any  other  Bible  truths.  Indeed,  I  have  noticed  that 
when  the  question  of  psalmody  is  presented  to  an  unbiased  person, 
hesees  very  clearly  the  ne  pins  ultra  argument  in  that  question  ;  /.  <., 
the  compositions  of  men  may  contain  error  ;  those  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  can  not ;  the  latter  mu*t  be  better  than  the  former,  and  we 
have  no  right  to  offer  an  inferior  article.  A  heathen  who  is  con- 
verted and  receives  Christ  as  his  Saviour  is  very  willing  to  acknowl- 
edge him  as  his  King  in  every  relation  in  life. 

The  trouble  is  when  you  begin  to  work  among  people  who  have 
been  darted  wrong ;  when  you  have  to  pull  down  in  order  to  lay 
jour  foundation. 

Begin  rigid.  That  is  the  solution  of  the  whole  matter.  I  low 
ranch  easier  than  to  spend  thousands  in  teaching  national  reform  to 

11 


162  One  Solution.  [Jane, 

people  who  have  been  started  wrong.  It  is  not  the  difficulty  of  tin- 
der  stand  in  r/  our  principles  that  is  in  the  way,  but  the  disinclination 
to  practice  them  is  the  trouble,  and  that  itself  is  a  proof  that  we  are 
on  a  higher  plane. 

If  it  is  implied  that  persons  are  to  be  received  first  and  instructed 
afterwards,  I  say,  No.  What  advantage  is  it  to  the  church  to  father 
in  members,  who  are  not  Covenanters  at  all,  and  are  not  willing  to 
submit  to  the  test  which  decides  whether  they  really  accept  Christ 
as  their  King?     It  is  only  a  weakening  of  our  moral  force. 

You  have  no  scruple  in  saying  to  your  pupils  in  the  Sabbath 
School :  "The  Sabbath  is  the  Lord's  day;  if  you  use  it  for  your 
own  work  or  pleasure  you  cannot  be  a  member  of  our  church." 
Say  likewise,  u  Jesus  Christ  is  the  lawful  head  of  this  government, 
which  refuses  to  acknowledge  him  as  such,  and  is  thus  in  rebellion 
against  him.  You  cannot  take  part  in  this  government  and  be  a 
member  of  our  church."  Say,  "  We  believe  that  God  has  given  us 
songs  of  his  own  appointment  and  we  dare  use  no  other  ;  you  can- 
not use  hymns  and  be  a  member  of  our  church."  The  issue  is  then 
before  them.  If  they  come  into  the  church  intelligently  then  they 
become  an  element  of  strength.  Jf  they  cannot  conscientiously 
accept  these  principles,  then  by  all  means  advise  them  to  unite  with 
some  body  whose  requirements  they  can  meet.  Paul  speaks  of  dif- 
ferent superstructures  built  on  the  true  foundation.  If  these  are 
saved  there  is  no  loss  to  the  body  of  Christ,  and  there  is  no  loss  to 
our  denomination,  because  such  additions  are  delusive — they  are 
after  all  only  subtractions. 

Let  these  principles  be  boldly  proclaimed  and  consistently  prac- 
tised in  all  our  mission  fields,  and  there  will  be  rooting  up  and  pull- 
ing down. 

All  that  I  have  said  will  apply  with  equal  torce  to  the  question 
of  secret  oath-bound  associations.  "And  the  officers  shall  speak  unto 
the  people,  and  they  shall  say,  What  man  is  there  that  is  fearful 
and  faint-hearted?  let  him  go  and  return  to  his  house,  lest  his 
brethren's  heart  faint  as  well  as  his  heart." 

It  is  reported  by  correspondents  of  various  journals  that  great 
changes  are  rapidly  taking  place  in  Western  Palestine.  Ancient  cit- 
ies are  rapidly  rising  from  their  ruins,  while  such  towns  as  Haifa  and 
Jaffa  are  increasing  greatly  both  in  size  and  population.  The  Jew- 
ish colonies  founded  by  the  Rothohilds,  are  in  a  flourishing  condition. 
Similar  changes  are  reported  in  the  country  East  of  the  Jordan.  The 
Governor  General  of  Damascus  has  lately  reopened  the  old  fortress, 
which  has  stood  so  long  in  the  solitudes  at  Kerak,  on  the  mountains 
which  skirt  the  south-eastern  part  of  the  Dead  Sea,  and  placed  a  gar- 
rison within  the  walls  thereof.  The  region  has  long  been  under  the 
control  of  the  Bedouins,  and  abandoned  to  lawlessness.  Slowly,  but 
surely,  the  wild  districts  of  the  East  are  coining  under  the  influence 
of  civilization. — Presbyterian. 
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Missionary    Intelligence. 

REPORT    OF    THE    CENTRAL    BOARD. 


The  meetings  of  the  Board  during  the  past  year  have  been  regularly  hel 
The  attendance  of  the  members  has  been  exceptionally  good.     Notwithstanding 
the  financial  condition  of  the  country,  which  has  seriously  interfered  with  many 
benevolent  undertakings,  the  missions  entrusted  to  our  care  are  in  a  prosperous 
condition. 

DOMESTIC   MISSION. 

BamttvilU,  N.  B. — Rev.  J.  R.  Baud  labored  in  this  congregation  during  the 
mouths  of  July,  August,  September  and  October.  Since  then  it  has  depended 
on  the  presbytery  for  supplies.  The  Lord's  Supper  was  dispeused  once  during 
the  year.     The  membership  is  41. 

Houlton,  Me. — '1  he  report  received  from  "  the  minister  appointed  by  the  pres- 
bytery of  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia  to  investigate  the  condition  and 
prospects  of  this  congregation  "  was,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Board,  sufficiently 
encouraging  to  justify'  it  in  endeavoring  to  send  some  one  to  labor  there  for  a 
few  months.  Two  appointments  were  made,  but  both  were  declined.  The  con- 
gregation has  not,  however,  been  altogether  without  preaching.  An  arrange- 
ment was  made  by  the  presbytery  for  one  of  its  members  to  supply  it  part 
time.  The  membership  is  13.  The  Lord's  Supper  was  not  dispensed  during 
the  year. 

Kauai  City,  Mo. — Rev.  W.  M.  Glasgow  having  accepted  a  call  to  Beaver 
Falls  congregation,  resigned  his  position  here,  the  resignation  taking  effect  on 
October  1,  1893.  Since  then  Rev.  J.  li  W.  Stevenson  has  had  charge  of  the 
work.  His  labors  have  given  satisfaction.  A  church  building  in  the  south- 
western part  of  the  city  has  been  purchased  at  a  cost  of  $6,000,  $2,733.33  of 
which  have  been  paid.  It  has  a  seating  capacity  of  300.  and  is  well  located. 
The  Lord's  8upper  was  dispensed  once  during  the  year.  The  congregation  now 
numt>er8  55.  It  lias  a  Sabbath  School  with  an  enrollment  of  85  scholars,  a 
Ladies'  Missionary  Society  with  20  mem  hers,  a  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.  with  25  members, 
toil  a  Junior  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.  with  20  members. 

Fint  New  York. — After  making  inquiry  as  to  "  the  expense  of  carrying  on 
the  work  in  this  field  and  if  the  prospects  are  satisfactory,"  the  Board  decided 
to  take  the  congregation  under  its  care,  and  appointed  Mr.  E.  M.  Buck  to  labor 

there.    He  commenced  his  work  on ,  and  has  been  continued  till  the 

present  time  Services  are  held  in  a  hall  which  has  a  seating  capacity  of  150. 
The  congregation  numbers  18.  It  has  a  Sabbath  School  with  an  average 
attendance  of  50,  and  a  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.  The  Lord's  Supper  has  not  been  dis- 
poned during  the  year.  Arrangements  have  been  made  to  have  this  attended 
to  before  the  meeting  of  Synod.  The  interest  on  the  money  received  from  the 
*ale  of  the  church  property  is  sufficient  to  meet  all  expenses. 

tit.  Louis,  Mo. — Kev.  T.  A.  Husk  commenced  to  labor  here  by  our  appoint- 
ment on  the  1st  of  December,  1893.  The  congregation  is  now  worshipping  in  a 
hall.  A  lot  has  been  purchased  and  Mio  contract  given  for  a  new  church  build- 
ing. The  auditorium  will  have  a  seating  capacity  of  M0.  This  can  be  increased 
by  the  addition  of  the  Sabbath  School  room  to  500.  It  is  thought  there  will  be 
J»o  debt  on  the  building  when  ready  for  occupancy  which  will  be  before  long. 
$11,803  were  obtained  as  damages  from  the  city  which  appropriated  twenty 
feet  ot  the  old  church  property  to  its  use.  Thirty-eight  feet,  six  inches  still  re- 
main which  is  valued  at  $100  a  foot.  The  prospects  of  the  congregation  are 
brighter  than  they  have  been  for  some  time.  It  has  a  membership  of  '^0.  The 
Lord's  Supper  has  not  been  dispensed  since  November,  1892. 

Eatt  End  Pittsburgh. — The  Hoard  has  complied  with  the  instructions  ot  Synod 
*itb  reference  to  East  End  congregation.  A  call  was  moderated  in  September, 
1893,  which  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Dr.  II.  H.  George.  He  was  installed  pas- 
tor on  the  3d  of  April,  1894.  The  congregation  numbers  33.  It  has  a  Sabbath 
8chool  with  an  enrollment  of  150  scholars,  and  a  Ladies'  Missionary  Society. 
The  Lord's  Supper  was  dispensed  twice  during  the  year. 

StaitU  and  Kent,  Wash.— Rev.  P.J.  McDonald,  who  is  still  laboring  in  this 
fold,  was  ordained  in  accordance  with  our  request  by  Pittsburgh  Presbytery  on 


164  Missionary  Intelligence.  •        [June 

the  23d  of  May,  1893.  The  congregation  has 'erected  a  neat  and  commodioui 
church  building.  There  is  in  connection  with  it  a  comfortable  parsonage 
When  the  appropriation  from  the  Church  Erection  Fund  is  paid,  the  en  tin 
indebtedness  will  be  about  $2,0 CO. 00.  The  Loid's  Supper  was  dispensed 
during  the  year.  The  congregation  numbers  — ,  and  gives  good  promise  of  be 
coming  be  fere  long  solf-suppo:  tine.  It  has  a  Sabbath  School  of  —  scholars,  anc 
a  Chinese  school  numbering  27.  Mr.  McDonald  reports  Sunnydale,  —  miles  dis 
tant  from  Seattle,  as  a  very  inviting  field. 

Topeka,  Kan. — Rev.  J.  W.  Dill  is  still  laboring  in  this  place.  The  oongrega 
tion  worships  in  a  hall  though  it  hopes  soon  to  have  a  church  building  of  iti 
own.  A  lot  costing  $1,010.00  has  been  purchased,  $700.00  of  which  have  beei 
paid.  Had  not  the  financial  depression  interfered,  the  contract  for  the  erectioi 
of  the  building  would  have  been  given.  The  Lord's  Supper  was  dispensed  dur- 
ing the  year.  The  congregation  now  numbers  58.  It  has  a  Sabbath  School 
with  an  enrollment  of  63,  a  mission  Sabbath  School  with  an  enrollment  of  80, 
a  missionary  society  with  18  members,  a  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.  with  a  membership  oi 
30.     Mr.  Dill  preaches  once  a  month  at  the  mission  school  in  Oakland. 

Wahoo,  Neb  — Mr.  I.  T.  E.  McBurney  commenced  to  labor  in  this  field  on  the 
16lh  of  July.  A  call  made  out  for  him  by  the  congregation  was  accepted  and  he 
was  ordained  and  installed  pastor  on  the  18th  of  May.  The  Lord's  Sapper  wai 
dispensed  during  the  year.  The  congregation  numbers  49.  It  has  a  Sabbath 
School  with  50  scholars  enrolled,  a  mission  Sabbath  School  with  18,  and  an  en- 
couraging Y.  P.  S.  C.  E. 

Youngstown,  0. — Rev.  G.  P.  Raitt  labored  in  this  congregation  for  about  foui 
months  commencing  immediately  after  the  meeting  of  Synod.  After  his  resig- 
nation we  did  not  make  another  appointment,  as  it  was  deemed  advisable  to 
request  Pittsburgh  Presbytery  to  adjudicate  troubles  of  long  standing,  and 
which  interfered  with  successful  work.  This  has  been  done.  During  the  past 
three  months  occasional  supplies  have  been  sent.  The  congregation  numbers 
34.    The  Lord's  Supper  was  dispensed  once  during  the  year. 

The  reports  from  Sylvania,  Mo.%  and  Be  Wilt,  Ark.,  were  not  sufficiently  en- 
couraging to  justify  the  Board  taking  them  und^er  its  care. 

We  still  supplement  the  following  settled  congregations  : 

Denver,  Col.,  with  a  membership  of  60,  an  encouraging  Sabbath  School  and 
1l  .  P.  8.  C.  E. 

Evans,  Col.,  with  a  membership  of  63,  and  a  Sabbath  School  of  67. 

La  Junta,  Col.,  with  a  membership  of  36,  two  Sabbath  Schools  with  an  en- 
rollment of  206,  and  a  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E. 

The  supplement  to  Denver  was  dici  eased  only  one  half  the  amount  agreed 
upon  at  the  time  of  settlement. 

The  appropriations  to  the  different  presbyteries  have  all  been  paid. 

As  an  adinterim  committee  of  supplies  we  assigned  Rev.  J.  M.  Littlejohn  to 
New  York  Presbytery. 

On  hand $  

Receipt*. 

From  congregations $  — — 

From  dividends — — 

From  bequests  and  other  sources * 

>     Expenditures. 

*  — 

Balance $    

We  ask  for  $7,000  for  this  mission. 

SOUTHERN    MISSION. 

Mr.  Mclsaac,  who  was  ordained  by  Pittsburgh  Presbytery  on  the  10th  of  July, 
continues  in  charge  of  this  mission.  His  in  .nagement  gives  entire  satisfaction. 
There  is  no  friction  between  him  and  the  Board  or  between  him  and  the  teachers, 
but  hearty  co-operation  on  the  part  of  all. 

Selma,  Ala — Mr.  Kingston  has  oversight  of  the  congregation.  It  numbers 
79.  There  were  two  communions  during  the  year.  The  Sabbath  Schools, 
morning  and  afternoon,  are  in  excellent  condition.  In  his  last  report  to  the 
Board  Mr.  Mclsaac  states  that  on  the  preceding  Sabbath,  (the   22d  of  April,) 
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there  was  an  attendance  of  270.  No  change  has  been  made  in  the  amount  with 
which  the  Board  supplements  Mr.  Kingston's  salary.  The  enrollment  in  the  day 
ncbool  is  290  with  an  average  attendance  of  219.  The  income  from  the  tax  is 
1864.75.  No  change  has  been  made  in  the  course  of  study.  The  teachers  are: 
Miss  Dodds,  Miss  Nettie  M.  George,  Miss  Fannie  J.  Howland,  Miss  Sophia 
Kingston,  Miss  Margaret  McCartney  and  Mrs.  G.  M.  Sims.  The  four  rooms  in 
the  third  story  are  still  unoccupied.  • 

PUaeant  Grave.  Ala. — A  new  frame  building  was  erected  here  last  fall  suffi- 
ciently large  to  accommodate  the  day  school  and  the  Sabbath  audiences  at  a  cost 
of  $95.59.  All  of  this  was  raised  in  the  mission  except  $27.00,  contributed  by 
friends  in  the  north.  A  series  of  religious  meetings  was  held  here  at  which  con- 
siderable interest  was  manifested.  Two  applicants  for  membership  were  re- 
ceived and  baptized.  The  enrollment  of  scholars  in  the  day  school  is  46,  with 
an  average  attendance  of  32.  The  average  attendance  at  the  Sabbath  School  is 
85.  There  is  preaching  eveiy  other  Sabbath.  Mr.  J.  H.  Pickens  continues  in 
charge. 

Vattey  Creek,  Ala. — The  school  house  here  is  in  need  of  repairs.  These  will 
in  all  probability  soon  be  made  as  a  subscription  for  that  purpose  has  been 
taken  up.  A  series  of  meetings  was  held  also  at  this  place.  Three  persons  pre- 
sented themselves  for  examination  to  be  admitted  to  our  church.  The  enroll- 
ment in  the  day  school  is  82,  with  an  average  attendance  of  22.  The  average 
attendance  in  the  Sabbath  School  is  50.  There  in  preaching  here  every  other 
Sabbath.  Mr.  J.  C.  Phillips,  who  was  statioued  at  Brierfield  until  the  aban- 
donment of  the  mission  there,  has  charge  of  the  work  in  this  Meld. 

Mr.  Mclaaac  writes  encouragingly  of  his  work.  One  of  the  most  discourag- 
ing features  is  "  the  apathy  of  a  number  of  church  members  with  regard  to 
attendance  upon  the  services.  The  most  trivial  excuses  are  legarded  as  suffi- 
cient to  keep  members  at  home.  Fair  promises  are  made  but  as  a  rule  forgot- 
ten." 

On  hand I   

Receipts. 

From  congregations $  

From  dividend** 

From  bequests  aod  other  sources 

Expenditure*. 

$    

Balance. $    

We  ask  for  $5,1  00. 

CHINESE   MISSION. 

Rev.  D.  McAllister,  who  continues  in  charge  of  this  mission,  reports  that  dur- 
ing the  past  year  it  has  been  as  prosperous  as  in  the  circumstances  could  be 
expected.  The  intense  anti-Chinese  sentiment  operates  against  all  schools  of 
this  character.  The  enrollment  ot  scholars  is  110,  with  an  average  attendance 
of  about  21.  Seventeen  are  members  of  the  church.  Our  total  membership  is 
26.  Of  the  uine  white  members,  seven  reside  in  Oakland.  The  Lord's  Supper 
*a» dispeused  twice  cluiiug  the  year.  Nine  of  the  scholars  uuited  with  the 
church.  On  account  of  the  anti-Chinese  legislation  it  is  likely  the  school  will 
be  decreased  jn  numbers.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  other  scholars  will  be  ob- 
tained to  take  the  places  of  those  who  sire  compelled  to  leave.  Mr.  McAllister 
is  assisted  by  Prof.  J.  H.  Willson  and  Miss  Kilpatrick. 

On  hand $  ■ 

Receipts. 

From  congregations £ 

From  dividends 

From  bequests  and  other  sources 

Expenditures. 


Balance $ 
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The  Board  contemplates  extending  the  work  to  new  localities  on  the  Pacific 
coast  and  therefor  asks  for  $2,000  for  tlrs  mission. 

INDIAN   MISSION. 

But  one  change  has  been  made  in  this  mission  during  the  year.  Mr.  Willson, 
who  had  charge  of  the  farm,  wishing  to  return  east  resigned,  the  resignation 
taking  effect  on  the  2d  of  October,  1893.  Mr.  John  Bull  was  employed  to  take 
his  place.  He  has  charge  of  the  farm,  receiving  $22,50  per  month  for  himself 
and  team.  The  number  of  children  enrolled  is  31,  more  than  during  any  pre- 
ceding year.  No  change  has  been  made  in  the  order  of  exercises  or  course  of 
study.  No  more  boys  can  be  accommodated.  There  is  room  for  a  few  more 
girls.  Mr.  Carithers  preaches  every  Sabbath  at  the  chapel  or  some  of  the  camps. 
He  has  acquired  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  Camanche  language  as  to  make 
himself  fairly  well  understood. 

Mrs.  M.  S.  Gibson  made  a  visit  to  the  mission  by  appointment  of  the  Ladies' 
Missionary  Society,  of  Pittsburgh  Presbytery.  It  was  highly  appreciated  and 
very  helpful.  By  appointment  of  the  Board  Dr.  Coulter  and  elder  David  Boyd 
will  visit  it  at  such  time  as  will  suit  the  convenience  of  all  parties.  A  number 
of  the  Indians  are  almost  ready  to  unite  with  the  church.  These  brethren  as  a 
commission  of  Kansas  Presbytery  will  act  on  their  application. 

On  hand % 

Receipts. 

From  congregations $    : — 

From  dividends. 

From  bequests  and  other  sources ...    _— 

Expenditure*. 

% 

Balance % 

We  ask  for  $2,000  for  this  mission. 

Revs.  W.  J.  Coleman  aud  J.  W.  Sproull  have  been  appointed  to  represent  the 
Board  on  the  floor  of  Synod. 

We  recommend  that  Kev.  H.  H.  George,  D.  D.,  be  elected  a  member  of  the 
Board.  J.  W.  Sproull,  Chairman. 

A.  C.  Coulter,  Secretary. 
W.  J.  Coleman,  Cor.  Secretary. 

LETTER    FROM    SUADEA. 


Suadea,  March  9,  1894. 

Dear  Brother  ;* — Your  postal  of  January  23d  is  at  hand.  I 
hasten  to  reply.  No ;  I  have  not  forgotten  to  send  items,  but  in 
the  rush  of  work,  I  put  off  from  week  to  week  hoping  for  time.  I 
have  no  "patent  right"  to  time  and  cannot  control  it.  To  write 
now  I  leave  another  thing  undone.  Good  health  and  plenty  of 
work  are  among  our  blessings,  for  which  we  are  grateful.  Our 
winter  is  drawing  to  a  clfjse,  but  rain  and  mud  will  continue  for  a 
time  vet.  The  yangadinia  fruit  is  now  forming.  Suadea  is  noted 
for  this  fruit. 

As  to  items,  there  is  nothing  but  what  is  common-place.  As  you 
are  acquainted  with  Miss  Cunningham,  I  will  give  you  an  item  from 
her  experience  As  you  know,  Miss  Cunningham  has  been  here  for 
several  years  alone.  At  first  it  was  next  to  impossible  to  get  such 
boys  as  we  wanted  in  our  school,  and  to  get  girls  was  out  of  the 
question  entirely.     -But  nothing  daunted,  there  were  constant  pray- 

*  Kev.  Dv.  Sproull. 


1894.]  Missionary  Intelligence.  '  167 

ers  offered  that  both  boys  and  girls  might  be  brought  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Christian  training  of  our  schools.  Miss  Cunningham 
has  for  the  past  two  or  three  years  had  four  or  five  girls  in  the 
boarding  school.  One  of  these  is  a  very  bright  girl,  Karesine  by 
name.  Entreaty  and  flattery  and  promises  have  been  almost  a  total 
failure  toward  getiing  Fellaheen  girls.  Among  the  obstacles  to  this 
department  of  the  work  are  the  merely  mercenary  estimate  .set  upon 
girls  by  their  parents.  They  do  not  see  that  school  training  will  be 
of  any  advantage  in  the  sale  of  a  girl  at  the  marriageable  age.  Then 
they  will  not  admit  that  the  girls  have  any  brains.  One  of  the  ideas 
of  this  people  is  that  women  were  created  to  plague  men  on  account 
of  man's  disobedience  to  God,  and  consequently  girls  are  destitute 
of  souls.  Another  reason  is  the  order  issued  by  the  government 
one  year  ago  forbidding  the  Fellaheen  to  send  their  children  to  our 
schools.  But  God  is  "  keeping  watch  above  his  own  "  children  and 
his  own  programme  of  purposes.  In  the  past  few  days  our  hearts 
have  been  made  so  happy  that  some  of  us  wished  to  be  Methodists 
long  enough  to  "shout;" — and  we  did  say  "  Praise  the  Lord  " — 
because  that  quite  a  number  of  this  people  have  come  to  us  within 
a  few  days  begging  us  to  take  their  children — both  boys  and  girls. 
Miss  Cunningham  has  taken  three  of  these  little  heathen  girls.  She 
might  have  had  several  more  but  we  missionaries  must  sometimes 
say,  painful  though  it  be,  "No,  we  can't  take  }rour  children,"  sim- 
ply because  there  is  lacking  the  forty  dollars  ($40.00)  which  is  nec- 
essary to  maintain  one  of  these  ignorant  heathen  souls  for  one  year 
under  the  influences  that  we  expect  to  lift  the  darkened  soul  into 
the  light  of  eternal  life.  I  often  wonder  how  many  civilized  pro- 
fessors of  religion  there  are  whose  every  blessing  comes  from  Christ, 
and  yet  who  spend  this  amount  for  self,  which  self  would  be  much 
better  without  the  expenditure. 

One  of  these  little  girls'  name  is  Mariam.  To  be  fit  for  the  school 
siie  needed  a  thorough  washing  and  entirely  new  wardrobe.  The 
reasons  are  both  lively  and  unsavory,  and  hence  are  not  mentioned. 
Karesine,  the  girl  mentioned  in  a  former  paragraph,  became  a  special 
missionary  to  this  little  heathen,  Mariam.  Miss  Cunningham  said 
to  Karesine,  "This  little  heathen  girl  needs  your  help.  She  needs 
to  learn  good  things  and  to  forget  bad  things.  I  will  appoint  you 
tosee  after  her/' and  right  enthusiastically  did  she  undertake  the 
^arge.  Last  Saturday,  Karesine  sang  to  her  protege  and  made 
^me  clothes  for  her,  at  the  same  time  teaching  her  ward  to  sew. 
But  she  had  to  tell  Miss  Cunningham  afterwards,  u(),  she  can't  sew 
Mall;  it  was  not  good,  so  1  ripped  it  out  and  did  it  myself."  As 
ner  custom  is,  Miss  Cunningham  was  seeing  the  girls  to  bed,  and 
*ben  she  entered  the  dormitory  at  the  time  that  the  girls  were  say- 
*Qg  their  prayers,  she  saw  Karesine  with  Mariam,  kneeling  in  the 
attitude  of  prayer,  the  former  saying  the  Lord's  prayer  over  word 
ty  word  and  the  latter  echoing  the  words  alter  her  little  teacher. 

Among  these  mountain  Fellaheen  many  of  the  poor  people  rarely 
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ever  have  any  bread.  The  last  two  arrivals  among  the  girls  were 
apparently  puzzled  about  how  to  eat  their  first  supper.  So  Kare- 
sine,  in  her  solicitude  for  the  little  strangers,  turned  despairingly  to 
Miss  Cunningham  and  said,  "  What  shall  I  do?  They  don't  know 
how  to  eat  bread.7'  But  quick  as  flash  she  snapped  up  a  piece  of 
bread  and  breaking  off  a  bit,  said  to  one,  "  There  !  put  that  into 
your  mouth  and  eat  it,"  and  to  the  other  the  same,  saying,  "  Mud 
I  eat  for  them  too?" 

These  two  came  late  in  the  day.  Their  new  clothes  had  to  be 
made  after  they  came.  So,  while  the  teacher  and  girls  who  could 
sew  were  busy  making  undergarments  for  the  newcomers,  Miss 
Cunningham  enlisted  Mrs.  Dodds  in  making  the  dresses.  These 
were  cut  out  and  sewed  up,  ready  to  put  on  in  such  a  brief  time 
that,  to  all  the  school  girls,  it  seemed  as  if  the  missionary  ladies 
must  have  made  them  by  magic.  But  it  was  simply  owing  to  the 
skillful  hands  of  the  missionary  housekeeper  and  her  excellent 
sewing  machine,  the  gift  of  Mr.  Hugh  Cheyne,  of  New  York. 

Forty  dollars!  A  year's  Christian  training  for  an  immortal 
heathen  soul.     Forty  dollars !     "Am  I  my  brother's  keeper  ?  " 

Pray  for  these  darkened  souls,  and  then  help  to  pay  for  the  house 
that  is  to  be  the  birthplace  of  many  a  soul  into  the  life  immortal, 
eternal  and  full  of  glory  !  Pay  for  this  beautiful  home  and  provide 
for  the  coming  ones,  and  they  are  coming,'  for  God  is  gathering 
them.  J.  Boggs  Dodds. 

m 

CENTRAL  ALLEGHENY  R.  P.  CONGREGATION. 


Ladies1  Missionary  Society — President,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Sproull;  vice- 
president,  Mrs.  Dr.  Allen;  secretary,  Miss  S.  E.  Gemmill ;  corres- 
ponding secretary,  Mrs.  H.  G.  Uamor,  East  Pearl  street,  Allegheny 
City,  Pa. ;  treasurer,  Mrs.  C.  VV.  Newell ;  managers,  Mrs.  Kenwiflj 
Mrs.  Campbell,  Mrs.  Evans  and  Mrs.  Ilamor.  Amount  raised  dur- 
ing the  year,  $125,  and  expended  in  the  interest  of  the  Foreigot 
Indian  and  Spring  Garden  Missions. 

Young  People's  Band — President,  Miss  M.  W.  Caskey;  vice- 
president,  J.  B.  Mclsaac;  secretary,  Miss  Carrie  Hamor;  corres- 
ponding  secretary,  Miss  B.  M.  Haslett,  311  Federal  street,  Allegheny 
City,  Pa.;  treasurer.  T.  S.  Trumbull ;  managers,  Mrs.  J.  W.Sproullj 
Mrs.  Dr.  Allen,  A.  J.  McFarland,  Dr.  Russell,  Miss  Edgar,  J.  Black, 
Miss  E.  Crombie,  T.  Logan,  Miss  J.  Logan.  Amount  raised,  $122.50- 
Cuntributions  were  made  to  Foreign  and  Spring  Garden  Missions* 

Children's  Band — President,  Gertrude  E.  Sproull ;  vice-president, 
Frank  Buchanan;  secretary,  Florence  Kenwill;  treasurer,  Myrtle 
Evans;  managers,  Stella  Campbell,  Katie  Gunn  and  Daisy  Allen. 
$53.95  raised  during  the  year  and  applied  to  Synod's  Church  Erec- 
tion Fund  and  Spring  Garden  Mission. 

Spring  Garden  Mission  Band — President,  J.  B.  Mclsaac;  vice- 
president,  Miss  Olive  Mcllvenny  ;  secretary,  T.  S.  Trumbull;  treas- 
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urer,  Miss  Anna  Earns.  $96.00  were  raised  during  the  year  and 
expended  in  relieving  the  poor  of  the  borough,  paying  for  preach- 
ing, etc. 

Christian  Endeavor  Society — President,  Miss  Isabella  Edgar; 
vice-president,  Miss  Tillie  Shuster:  secretary,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Haslett ; 
corresponding  secretary,  James  Black,  Main  street,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.; 
treasurer,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Martin.  $96.06  were  raised  during  the  year 
and  $93.53  expended  for  contingent  expenses,  charity  and  Spring 
Garden  Mission. 

Congregational  Sabbath  School — Superintendent,  Theo.  Sproull ; 
assistant  superintendent,  Dr.  Allen  ;  secretary,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Martin  ; 
treasurer,  George  Gunn.  The  quarterly  collections  amounting  to 
$17.88  were  appropriated  to  the  Foreign  Mission. 

Chinese  School— Honorary  superintendent,  Mrs.  C.  W.  Newell ; 
supeiintendent,  Dr.  Russell ;  secretary,  Miss  Jennie  Logan  ;  treas- 
urer, Mrs.  Shaffer.  $35.00  were  forwarded  for  the  education  of  a 
boyin  a  university  in  China. 

Spring  Garden  School — Superintendent  and  treasurer,  T.  S.  Trum- 
bull; representative  of  session,  R.  Aikin;  missionary,  J.  B.  Mc- 
Isaac;  secretary,  Miss  Ollie  Mcllvenny.  $40.00  were  appropriated 
to  the  support  of  a  girl  in  the  Syrian  Mission. 


Editorial. 

A  correspondent  endeavors  in  this  number  to  solve  the  problem 
stated  in  our  February  issue.     Has  our  friend  succeeded? 

At  the  meeting  of  the  session  of  Central  Allegheny  congregation, 
held  on  the  evening  of  April  26th,  a  paper  was  presented,  signed 
by  forty-six  persons,  requesting  the  reappointment  of  Mr.  Mclsaac 
to  labor  in  Spring  Garden  borough  and  vicinity,  and  expressing  a 
desire  to  have  an  opportunity  to  unite  with  our  church.  The 
majority  of  these  are  young  people,  who  attend  our  mission  school, 
and  the  confession  of  faith  class  and  prayer  meeting  on  Wednesday 
evening.     All  attend  service  on  Sabbath  e veiling. 

What  shall  be  done  with  these  applicants  ?  There  is  no  question 
that  all  are  not  prepared  to  unite  with  the  church.  Great  care 
should  be  taken  in  considering  such  cases  that  on  the  one 
band  the  unworthy  be  not  admitted,  and  on  the  other,  the  real  fol- 
lowers of  Chri-t  be  not  discouraged.  How  shall  the  session  find 
out  who  belong  to  the  former  and  who  to  the  latier  class  ?  What 
standard  shall  be  used  as  the  test? 

In  dealing  with  applicants  of  this  kind,  /.  <\,  persons  who  have 
had  but  little  religious  training,  the  first  thing  about  which  a  session 
should  endeavor  to  be  satisfied  is  their  sincerity;  after  this  their 
interest  in  Christ,  then  their  intelligence,  with  special  reference  to 
the  Lord's  Supper,  then  their  willingness  to  conform  to  our  regula- 
tions and  to  give  up  anything  inconsistent  with  our  profession. 
When,  after  a  careful  ex  irninntion,  session  issati>fi"d  th;ii  applicants 


170  Editorial.  [June,    ] 

are  actuated  by  a  sincere  desire  to  glorify  God,  have  an  interest  in 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  understand  the  significance  of  the  Lord's 
Supper  sufficiently  well  to  partake  of  it  intelligently,  express  an 
approval  of  our  position  as  explained  to  them  so  far  as  they  under- 
stand it,  cheerfully  give  up  anything  inconsistent  with  it,  and  in 
addition,  show  a  desire  to  become  better  acquainted  with  our  history 
and"distinctive  principles,  is  it  not  justified  in  admitting  them  into 
membership  ?     Would  it  not  be  wrong  for  it  to  refuse  so  to  do? 

"  But  then,"  it  is  objected,  u  these  people  know  very  little  about 
us,  the  great  truths  for  which  we  contend,  the  struggles  of  the  pa»t, 
etc.  They  cannot  clearly  distinguish  between  us  and  others.  To 
be  an  intelligent  Covenanter  requires  long  and  careful  training. 
Better  keep  applicants  waiting  until  they  become  thoroughly  indoc- 
trinated, even  although  as  the  result  but  one  of  the  forty-six  unites 
with  us  or  indeed  all  seek  a  church  home  in  some  body  that  is  not 
so  exacting." 

Now,  is  this  the  position  of  our  church  ?  Is  it  necessary  in  or- 
der that  applicants  be  admitted  into  membership  that  they  have  such 
an  acquaintance  with  our  history  and  distinctive  position  as  will 
enable  them  to  stand  an  examination  such  as  can  reasonably  be 
expected  only  of  those  who  have  been  born  in  the  church  and  made 
familiar  with  its  principles  from  childhood?  Must  such  a  test  be 
always  applied  ? 

1st.  It  has  not  been  so  in  the  past.  Will  any  one  affirm  that 
all  the  freedmen  who  have  been  admitted  into  our  church  or  who 
are  now  members  are  capable  of  standing  such  an  examination; 
that  all  our  Chinese  converts  are?  A  commission  of  Kansas  Pres- 
bytery will  likely  visit,  before  long,  the  Indian  Mission  to  decide  aa 
to  whether  or  not  any  of  those  who  have  been  for  some  time  under 
religious  instruction  should  be  received  as  church  members.  Must 
they  be  subjected  to  such  an  examination  and  refused  unless  they  can 
stand  it?  It  is  common  now  in  some  of  our  congregations  to  re- 
ceive into  full  communion  children  that  are  quite  young.  Many 
who  are  now  admitted  could  not  be  if  such  a  test  were  required. 
The  same  is  true  in  numerous  cases  of  persons  taken  in  from  the 
world. 

2d.     The  adoption  of  such  a  test  would  effectually  prevent  our 
chinch  engaging  succes.^fully  in  home  mission  work.     The  average 
attendance  in  the  Spring   Garden  Sabbath  School  is  178.     On  last 
Sabbath  (April  *22d)  the  audience  at  evening  service  was  not  less 
than  17">.     A    number   in  addition   to  those  whose  names  were  on 
the  paper  presented  to  session  will  soon  apply  for  membership.   The 
hope  is  indulged  that  ere  long  the  mission  may  be  organized  into  ft 
congregation.      But   if  such   a  standard  be   adopted  and  rigidly  en* 
forced  j.o  such  a  hope  will   ever  be   realized.     Our  church  cannot 
expect  to  reap  much  benefit  from  the  school.     In  other  congrega- 
tions there  are   mission  schools.     The   same  will  be  found  true  of 
them.      It  will  be  utterly  impossible  for  us   to  conduct  successful 
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nission  work  among  any  class  except  those  who  are  very  intelligent 
n  religious  matters,  the  very  class  that  least  need  mission  work, 
with  any  expectation  of  reaping  the  harvest,  with  such  a  rule.  We 
can  do  good.  We  can  lead  to  Christ.  We  can  build  up  other 
churches,  but  not  our  own.  Converts  whose  hearts  are  aflame  with 
love  to  their  biessed  Saviour,  who  are  even  willing  to  submit  to 
rales  and  regulations  and  conform  to  practices,  for  which  they 
are  not  as  yet  able  to  understand  the  why  and  the  wherefore, 
in  order  to  be  with  us,  are  not  likely  to  remain  waiting  at  our  door 
until  they  can  understand  everything  and  pass  a  satisfactory  exam- 
ination, if,  in  order  to  do  so,  they  must  deny  themselves,  for  ho  one 
knows  how  long,  the  opportunity  of  obeying  the  Saviour's  dying 
command  and  at  his  table  reciprocating  his  love. 

3d.  To  make  an  intelligent  acquaintance  with  our  distinctive 
principles  an  indispensable  requisite  in  order  to  membership  is  to 
attach  an  improper  importance  to  knowledge.  There  is  no  probabil- 
ity of  our  becoming  too  well  acquainted  with  Scripture  truth  and 
with  duty,  but  there  is  danger  of  requiring  too  much  of  those  who 
in  God's  providence  have  not  had  much  opportunity  of  becoming 
acquainted  with  either.  Such  a  test  as  that  proposed  will  not  ac- 
complish the  purpose  intended,  viz.,  make  intelligent  Covenanters. 
Something  more  and  of  far  greater  importance  is  to  be  insisted  on 
first  and  most.  A  few  years  ago  there  was  published  in  Our  Banner 
a  very  severe  article  condemning  the  onduct  of  some  of  our  minis- 
ters who  had  been  "guilty  of  defection."  One  of  the  editors  of 
that  pamphlet  had  published  some  time  previous  a  sermon  ably 
defending  our  position  of  dissent.  All  three  editors  are  now  con- 
nected with  other  churches.  Some  of  those  ministers  who  left  our 
communion  in  1S91  were  among  the  ablest  defenders  of  our  dis- 
tinctive position.  The  Testimony-Bearing  Committee  publishes  as 
a  tract  for  distribution  a  sermon  preached  by  one  of  these  ministers. 
It  is  generally  regarded  as  satisfactory  a  defence  of  our  distinctive 
position  as  has  been  prepared.  An  intelligent  conception  of  what 
we  believe  to  be  most  important  truth  and  a  willingness  and 
ability  to  defend  it  did  not  prevent  those  brethren  changing  their 
views  and  their  practices  and  leaving  us.  It  will  not  do  to  make 
such  a  test  the  sine  qua  -non  without  which  no  lover  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  can  become  a  member  of  the  Covenanter  Church. 

This  is  not  a  lowering  of  our  position.  When  applicants  apply 
for  admission  into  the  church,  views  of  truth  and  duly  should  be 
stated  in  as  plain  language  as  possible.  They  should  not  be  left  in 
doubt  as  to  what  will  be  expected  of  them.  H  they  are  not  willing 
to  conform  to  our  requirements  or  to  give  up  practices  inconsistent 
with  them,  the  course  of  a  session  is  plain,  if,  however,  they  are 
billing  to  do  so,  and  give  satisfactory  evidence  of  belonging  to  the 
class  described  in  the  beginning  of  this  article,  they  shoulu  be  gladly 
Welcomed  into  the  church,  even  though  they  do  not  understand  the 
reason  for  all  that  is  required  of  them,  nay,  although  they  be  as 
Jgnorant  as  the  woman  who  was  healed  of  the  issue  of  blood. 
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At  the  meeting  of  session  referred  to,  it  was  resolved  to  have  i 
communion  in  Spring  Garden  chapel  on  the  last  Sabbath  of  May. 
Services  will  be  held  every  evening  of  communion  week  except 
Saturday.  An  opportunity  will  be  afforded  for  applicants  to  pro- 
sent  themselves  for  admission  into  the  church.  A  cordial  invitation 
is  extended  to  any  who  would  like  to  be  present  to  attend  any  or 
all  of  these  services.  J.  W.  S. 

The  Detroit  church  case  appealed  by  our  United  Presbyterian 
brethren  to  the  supreme  court  of  Michigan,  has  been  decided  ad- 
versely to  their  claim.  The  United  Presbyterian  papers  contain  an 
able  review  of  this  decision  by  the  Detroit  ]>astor.  The  Chrutim 
Reformer  has  reviewed  it  also  in  an  editorial  eutitled  State  Enforce- 
ment of  Congregationalism.  This  is  an  apt  characterization  of  the 
opinion  of  the  court.  The  judges  seem  to  have  only  the  early  New 
England  conception  of  the  church  before  them,  and  they  have  made 
a  decision  that  cannot  stand.  The  application  of  the  principles  of 
it  will  lead  to  its  reversal.  The  seceders  from  the  United  Presby- 
terian congregation  in  Detroit  were  seceders  from  the  United  Pres- 
byterian denomination,  and  were  but  a  small  fraction  of  that  body. 
The  property  was  for  that  body.  It  is  a  perversion  of  a  trust  to  rend 
it  from  that  denomination,  and  the  courts  cannot  change  the  color 
of  the  transaction.  No  denomination  has  anything  to  gain  in  the 
long  run  from  any  countenance  given  to  such  acts.  We  had  hoped 
that  by  some  interest  in  the  property  the  case  could  be  brought  up 
for  review  before  the  courts  of  the  United  States.  W. 


m  m»m  » 


J 


TEMS. 


Forty  years  ago  we  separated.  Then  as  mere  boys,  we  left  the 
halls  of  our  old  and  honored  Alma  Mater.  Doubtless,  like  other  boys, 
we  had  our  youthful  dreams,  but  these  visions  gave  us  no  premonition 
4t  of  coming  events,"  no  hint  of  where  our  fields  of  labor  lay.  He 
•drifted  to  the  "sunny  South."  I  remained  among  the  hills  of  my 
native  State.  He  wielded  the  sword  over  many  bloody  battle  fields, 
in  support  of  the  "Lost  Cause."  I,  in  an  humble  way,  have  given 
my  years  of  service  as  a  preacher  ot  the  gospel.  He  is  now  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress  from  Mississippi.  1  wrote  to  him,  a  few  days agOt 
asking  him  to  favor  the  Christian  amendment  to  the  Constitution.  He 
answers  promptly,  pleasantly,  and  favorably, not  in  a  letter  "dictated 
to  the  type  writer,  but  written  with  his  own  hand  in  plain,  old-fash- 
ioned chirographv.  These  are  the  first  and  onlv  words  that  haV6 
passed  between  us  in  all  these  eventful  forty  years. —  United  Prmffr 
rian. 

A    vacancy   was   created    in    the   Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  last  year  by  the  death  of  Justice  Blatchford.     He  was  of  New 
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York  State,  and  it  was  expected  that  his  successor  would  be  Irom 
that  Commonwealth,  or  at  least  from  the  district  of  which  it  forms  a 
part.  President  Cleveland  appointed  in  .succession,  two  legal  gentle- 
meu  from  New  York.  The  United  States  Senate  refused  to  confirm 
;ither  of  these  nominees.  The  Senate  and  the  country  were  surpris- 
ed when  the  President  sent  to  the  Senate  the  name  of  Senator  Ed- 
ward D.  White,  of  Louisiana,  to  fill  the  vacancy  on  the  Supreme 
wicli.  Promptly,  and,  as  is  customary  when  a  Senator  is  thus  nom- 
nated,  without  the  formality  of  sending  the  name  to  a  committee,  the 
lomination  was  confirmed.  The  gentleman  thus  promoted  is  in  his 
9th  year.  He  was  educated  in  Jesuitical  colleges  in  Maryland,  and 
ram  la  ted  from  Georgetown  College,  the  leading  Jesuit  College  in  the 
Jnited  States. 

Pittsburgh  Presbytery  met  in  the  chapel  of  Geneva  College,  on 
Wednesday,  May  2d,  at  10  A.  M.,  for  the  ordination  and  installation  of 
lenry  G.  Foster,  as  pastor  of  Geneva  congregation.  R.  C.  Wylie  was 
xxlerator.  After  the  reading  of  the  edict,  a  remonstrance  was  laid  on 
lie  table.  The  objections  under  it  were  all  oral,  embracing  alleged  utter- 
nces  of  the  candidate  as  to  the  Christian  Endeavor  Society,  and  the 
llowance  extending  to  the  attitude  of  Geneva  College  and  the  Theologi- 
al  Seminary  to  the  amendment  lately  prepared  by  Dr.  McAllister.  A 
esolution  was  ofFered  by  him  on  Wednesday  afternoon  to  the  effect  that 
aking  into  account  the  remonstrating  minority,  it  was  not  best  to  pro- 
eed.  The  discussion  of  this  was  allowed  to  take  the  same  wide  range  as 
he  objections,  and  was  closed  Thursday  at  f>  p.  m.,  by  the  adoption  of  the 
^solution  by  a  vote  of  12  to  11.  The  ayes  were :  Bole,  Chesnut,  Crowe, 
Duncan,  tiasson,  H.  H.  George,  McAllister,  McCartney,  D.  C.  Martin, 
Sproull.  J.  R.  Wylie,  K.  C.  Wylie.  The  noes  were :  Anderson,  Coleman, 
Paris,  R.  J.  George,  W.P.Johnston,  Kennedy,  Mc A nlis,  McKnight,  Robb, 
Stewart,  Willson.  A  representative  of  the  congregation  has  complained, 
*nd  appealed  to  Synod  for  a  reversal  of  the  decision.  D.  B.  W. 

The  present  Minister  of  Railways,  Telegraphs  and  Posts  of 
Belgium  has  conscientious  scruples  about  the  delivery  of  mail 
matter  on  Sabbath  and  is  doing  all  he  can  to  check  it,  though  he 
annot  entirely  stop  it  under  the  laws  of  the  country.  He  has 
ately  adopted  a  unique  device  by  which  those  entertaining  the 
flme  ideas  on  the  subject  as  himself  may  prevent  their  letters  being 
lelivered  on  the  Lord's  day,  while  those  who  have  no  scruples  in 
he  matter  may  avail  themselves  of  the  usual  Sabbath  deliveries. 
The  device  is  a  little  tag  attached  to  the  usual  stamp  directing  in 
iwo  languages — French  and  Dutch — that  the  letter  bearing  it  is  not 
obe  delivered  on  Sabbath.  The  French  inscription  reads,  Ne  pas 
ivrer  le  Dimanche,"  and  the  Dutch,  "Niet  hestellen  op  Zondag." 
If  those  using  these  stamps  have  no  objection  to  their  letters  being 
lelivered  on  Sabbath,  they  need  only  tear  off  the  tag  containing  the 
tfder  and  place  the  tipper  portion  of  the  stamp  upon  the  envelope. 
These  stamps  have  just  been  issued  and  only  a  few  of  them,  mostly 
>f  the  10  centime  variety,  have  as  yet  been  received  in  this  country, 
'he  complete  series  contains  nine  varieties,  valued  at  1,2,  5,  10,  20, 
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25  and  50  centimes  and  1  and  2  francs.  All  of  them  bear  the  same 
design,  but  the  colors  are  different.  The  profile  on  the  stamp  ia 
that  of  King  Leopold  II. — Mail  and  Express. 

The  Federation  Committees  met  in  Philadelphia,  April  12th, and 
adopted  an  amended  plan.  Our  committee  had  forwarded  a  letter 
giving  their  objections  to  the  Federation  Plan.  The  United  Pres- 
byterian Church  presented  objections.    The  following  is  the  amended 

PLAN   OF    FEDERATION. 
For  the  glory  of  God,  and  for  tlie  greater  unity  and  advancement  of  the 
church  of  which  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  the  head,  the  Reformed  Churches  in 
the  United  States  holding  to  the  Presbyterian  system  adopt  the  following  Article! 
of  Federal  Union  : 

1.  Every  denomination  entering  into  this  Union  shall  retain  its  distinct  indi- 
viduality, as  well  as  every  power,  jurisdiction,  and  right  which  is  not  by  this 
Constitution  expressly  delegated  to  the  body  hereby  constituted. 

2.  The  acts,  proceedings  and  records  of  the  duly  constituted  authorities  of 
each  of  the  denominations  shall  be  received  in  all  the  other  denominations,  aud 
in  the  Federal  Council,  as  of  full  credit  and  with  proper  respect. 

3.  For  the  prosecution  of  work  that  can  be  better  doue  in  union  than  sepa- 
rately, an  Ecclesiastical  Assembly  is  hereby  constituted,  which  shall  be  knows 
by  the  name  and  style  of  The  Federal  Council  of  the  Reformed  Churches  in 
the  United  States  of  America  holding  the  Presbyterian  system. 

4.  The  Federal  Council  shall  consist  of  four  ministers  and  four  elders  from 
each  of  the  constituent  denominations,  who  shall  be  chosen,  with  alternates, 
under  the  direction  of  the  respective  supreme  judicatories,  in  such  manner  as 
those  judicatories  shall  respectively  determine. 

5.  The  Federal  Couucil  shall  promote  the  co-operation  of  the  federated  de- 
nominations in  their  Home  aud  Foreign  Missionary  work,  and  shall  keep 
watch  on  current  religious,  moral  aud  social  movements,  and  take  such  action 
as  may  concentrate  the  in  Hue  nee  of  all  the  churches  in  the  maintenance  of  tlie 
truth  that  our  nation  is  a  Protestant  Christian  nation,  and  of  all  that  is  therein 
involved. 

6.  The  Federal  Council  may  advise  and  commend  in  all  matters  pertaining 
to  the  general  welfare  of  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  but  shall  not  exercise  author- 
ity except  such  as  is  conferred  upon  it  by  this  instrument,  or  such  as  may  be 
conferred  upon  it  by  the  federated  bodies.  It  shall  not  interfere  with  the  creed, 
worship  or  government  of  the  federated  denominations.  In  the  conduct  of  it* 
meetings  it  shall  respect  their  conscientious  views.  All  matters  of  discipline 
shall  be  left  to  the  exclusive  and  final  judgment  of  the  ecclesiastical  authorities 
of  the  denomination  in  which  the  same  may  arise. 

?•  The  Federal  Council  shall  have  the  power  of  opening  and  maintaining* 
friendly  correspondence  with  the  highest  Assemblies  of  other  religious  denonii* 
nations,  tor  the  purpose  of  promoting  union  and  concert  of  action  iu  general  or 
common  interests. 

y.  All  differences  which  may  arise  among  the  federated  bodies,  or  any  of 
them,  in  regard  to  matters  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Federal  Council,  shall 
be  determined  by  such  executive  agencies  as  may  be  created  by  the  Federal 
Council,  with  the  right  ot  appeal  to  the  Federal  Council  for  final  adjudication* 

9.  The  officers  of  the  Federal  Council  shall  be  a  President,  Vice-President, 
Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

10.  The  Federal  Council  shall  meet  annually,  and  on  its  own  adjournment, 
at  such  time  and  place  as  may  be  determined.  Special  meetings  may  be  called 
by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  officers  of  the  Council  on  thirty  days'  notice. 

11.  The  expenses  of  the  Council  shall  be  met  by  a  contingent  fund  to  be 
provided  by  a  pro  rata  apportionment  on  the  basis  of  the  number  or  communi* 
cants  in  each  denomination  ;  and  the  expenses  of  the  delegates  to  the  Council 
shall  be  paid  from  this  fund. 

V2.  Amendments  to  these  articles  may  be  proposed  by  the  Federal  Council 
or  by  any  of  the  supreme  judicatories  of  the  churches  in  the  Federation ;  bttt 
the  approval  of  all  those  judicatories  shall  be  necessary  for  their  adoption. 
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I.KSSON    IX.-May  27. 
HOSES  8BST  AS  A  DELI VEHEE.-Exodus  3 :  10-20. 

ever,  and  this  is  my  memorial  unto  all 
generations. 

16.  Go,  and  gather  the  elders  of 
Israel  together,  and  say  unto  them, 
The  Lord  God  of  your  fathers,  the  God 
of  A  brali  mi,  of  Isaac,  and  of  Jacob, 
appeared  unto  me,  saying,  I  have  sure- 
ly visited  you,  and  seen  that  which  is 
done  to  you  in  Egypt : 

17.  And  I  have  said,  I  will  bring  you 
up  out  of  the  affliction  of  Egypt  unto 
the  land  of  the  CUnaanites,  and  the 
Hittites,  and  the  Perizzites,  and  the 
Hivites,  and  the  Jebusites,  unto  a  land 
flowing  with  milk  and  honey. 

18.  And  they  shall  hearken  to  thy 
voice:  and  thou  shalt  come,  thou  and 
the  elders  of  Israel,  unto  the  king  of 
Egypi,  and  ye  shall  say  unto  him,  The 
Lord  God  of  the  Hebrews  hath  met 
with  us:  aud  now  let  us  go,  we  beseech 
thee,  three  days'  journey  into  the  wil- 
derness, that  we  may  sacrifice  to  the 
Lord  our  God. 

19  And  I  am  sure  that  the  kinc  of 
Egypt  will  not  let  you  go,  no,  not  by  a 
mighty  hand. 

20.  And  I  will  stretch  out  my  hand, 
and  smite  Egypt  with  all  my  wonders 
which  I  will  do  in  the  midst  thereof : 
and  after  that  he  will  let  you  go. 

Text:  Fear  thon  not ;  for  I  am  with  thee. — Isa.  41  :  10. 
rew  up  in  the  court  of  Egypt,  all  the  while  his  heart  being 
> pressed  people  of  Israel.  When  forty  years  of  age,  he  took 
step  by  interfering  with  an  Egyptian  who  was  smiting  a 
lie  killed   him,  aud   hid  his  body   in  the  sand,  as    though 

The  second  day  he  attempted  to  reconcile  two  juarrelling 
vhen  one  resented  his  interference,  asking  if  he  would  kill 
lad  killed  the  Egyptian.  With  this,  he  tied  away  into  the 
lived  there  for  fortv  vears,  having  married  the  daughter  of 
idianite,  keeping  his  flock.  What  a  change  in  his  life  from 
>iirt  to  the  quiet  life  of  a  shepherd  in  the  deseit.  What  a 
of  his  spirit.  What  humiliation  had  there  been  after  the 
vor  to  help  his  people!  lie  had  called  himself,  and  had 
,v  God  calls  him. 

calls  Moses  to  deliver  Israel,  Vs.  10-12.  lie  will  now 
o  Pharaoh  to  bring  Israel  out  of  Egypt,  lie  now  asks, 
to  undertake  this  work  ?  This  was  his  thought  of  him- 
great  lesson  learned  was  of  insufficiency.  God  promised 
e,  and  to  bring  Israel  to  that  mountain,  Sinai,  where  God 
i&nifestiiig  him-elf  to  him  in  the  burning  bush. 


now  therefore,  and  I  will 
o  Phararm,  that  thou  may- 
h  iny  people  the  children 
of  Egypt. 

oses  said  unto  God,  Who 
should  go  unto  Pharaoh, 
ould  bring  forth  the  chil- 
li out  of  Egypt. 
5  said,  Certainly  I  will  bo 
rind  this  shall  be  a  token 
at  I  have  sent  thee:  When 
>ught  forth  the  people  out 
shall  seive  God  upon  this 

[ose8  said  unto  God,  Be- 
come unto  the  children  of 
ihall  say  unto  them.  The 
fathers  hath  sent  me  unto 
ey  shall  say  to  me,  What 
?    what  shall  I  say  unto 

od  said  unto  Moses,  I  AM 
[  :  and  he  said,  Thus  shalt 

0  the  children  of  Israel,  I 
it  me  unto  you. 

Jod  said  moreover  unto 
»  shall  thou  say  unto  the 
irael,  The  Lord  God  of  your 
3od  of  Abraham,  the  God 

1  the  God  of  Jacob,  hath 
you  :  this  is  my  name  for 

'IV 
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II.     God  gives  Moses  his  instructions,  Vs.  13-20.     1.  The  nam* 
wherein  he  is  to  act.     Moses  had  asked,  and  the  reply  was  I  AM. 
Tlie  name  Jehovah,  is  as  this,  connected  with  the  verb  to  be.    He  was 
the  God  of  Abraham,  Isaac  and    Jacob,  the   covenant-keeping  God. 
2.  As  to  the  gathering  of  the  elders.    Moses  was  to  assemble  the  heads 
of  the  people,  and   to   hold  before  them  the  promise  of  deliverance 
from    Egypt,  and  of  the  possession  of  Canaan.     3.  As  to  appearing 
before  Pharaoh.  Moses  in  company  with  the  elders  is  to  ask  the  privilege 
of  going  to  Sinai  to  sacrifice  to  God.     4.  As  to  the  result  of  his  mis- 
sion.  Pharaoh  would  refuse,  and  this  refusal  will  be  supported  by  force, 
but  God  gives  the  promise  of  deliverance,  Egypt  should  be  smitten, 
and  com |>elled  to  let  the  oppressed  go  free.     The  won!  of  God  was 
"  quick  and  powerful,"  Egypt's  sentence  had  been  pronounced. 

Psalms  106:  1-5;  103:  4-7. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  100.     What  doth  the  preface  of  the  Lord9 8  prayer  teach  u*f 

Ans.     The  preface  of  the  Lord's  prayer,  (which   is,  Our  Father 

which  art  in  heaven,)  teacheth  us  to  draw  near  to  God  with  all  holy 

reverence  and  confidence,  as  children  to  a  Father,  able  and  ready  to 

help  us  ;  and  that  we  should  pray  with  and  for  others. 


LESSON  X'-Jime  3. 
THE  PAS80VER  INSTITUTED.-Fxodus  12  : 1-14. 


1.  And  the  Lord  spake  unto  Mofos 
and  Aaron  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  say- 
ing, 

2.  This  month  shall  be  unto  you  the 

beginning  of  months:  it  shall   be   the 
first  month  of  the  year  to  you. 

8.  Speak  ye  unto  all  the  congrega- 
tion of  Israel,  saying,  In  the  tenth 
tlay  of  this  month  they  shall  take  to 
them  every  man  a  lamb,  according  to 
the  house  of  their  fathers,  a  lamb  for 
a  house: 

4.  And  if  the  household  be  too  little 
for  the  lamb,  let  him  and  his  neigh- 
bour next  unto  his  house  take  it  ac- 
cording to  the  number  of  the  souls; 
every  man  according  to  his  eating 
shall  make  your  count  for  the  lamb. 

5.  Your  lamb  shall  be  without  blem- 
ish, a  mule  of  the  first  year:  ye  shall 
take  it  out  from  the  sheep,  or  from  the 
goats: 

(>.  And  ye  shall  keep  it  up  until  the 
fouiteenth  day  of  the  same  month: 
and  the  whole  assembly  of  the  con- 
gregation of  Israel  shall  kill  it  in  the 
evening. 

7.  Ai?d  they  shall  take  of  the  blood, 
and  strike  it  on  the  two  side  posts  and 
on  the  upper  door  post  of  the  houses, 
where  in  they  shall  eat  it. 

y.  And  they  shall  eat  the  flesh  iu 
that  night,    roast   with   lire,  and   un- 


leavened bread;  and  with  bitter  herb* 
they  shall  eat  it. 

9.  Eat  not  of  it  raw,  nor  sodden  at 
all  with  water,  but  roast  with  fire;  hi» 
head  with  his  legs,  and  with  the  pur- 
tenance  thereof. 

10.  And  ye  shall  let  nothing  of  it 
remain  until  the  morning;  and  that 
which  remaineth  of  it  until  tbe 
morning  ye  shall  burn  with  fire. 

11.  And  thus  shall  ye  eat  it;  with 
your  loins  girded,  your  shoes  on  your 
feet,  and  your  staff  in  your  hand;  and 
ye  shall  eat  it  in  haste:  it  is  the  Lord'* 
passe  ver. 

12.  For  I  will  pass  through  the  land 
of  Egypt  this  night,  and  will  smite  all 
the  first  born  in  the  land  of  Egypt* 
both  man  and  beast,  and  against  all 
the  gods  of  Egypt  I  will  execute  judg- 
ment: I  am  the  Loud. 

13.  And  the  blood  shall  be  to  yo« 
f^r  a  token  upon  the  houses  where 
you  are:  and  when  I  see  tbe  blood* 
I  will  pass  over  you,  and  the  plagu* 
shall  not  be  upon  you  to  destroy 
you,  when  I  smite  the  land   of  Egypt. 

14.  And  this  day  shall  be  unto  yoj* 
for  a  memorial;  and  ye  shall  keep  i* 
a  feast  to  the  Lord  throughout  yott* 
generations:  ye  shall  keep  it  a  tea** 
bv  an  ordinance  forever. 
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Golden  Text  :  Christ  our  passover  is  sacrificed  for  xls. — I.  Cor. 
:7. 

Moses  had  gone  to  Egypt  and  had  met  with  Aaron,  his  brother, 
bey  had  asked  of  Pharaoh  liberty  for  the  people  to  go  into  the  wil- 
irness  to  worship  God.    This  Pharaoh  refused,  and  ten  plagues  came 

him  and  his  people,  as  his  mind  swayed  between  submission  and 
bellion,  before  he  let  Israel  go.     This  lesson  tells  of  the  institution 

the  passover.  This  account  is  given  in  connection  with  the  last 
igue — the  destruction  of  the  first  born  in  each  Egyptian  family, 
(1  of  their  cattle.     The  passover  was  instituted, 

I.  As  a  memorial  of  the  new  birth  of  the  nation,  Vs.  I,  2.  Israel 
d  been  in  bondage  and  had  grown  while  in  slavery.  They  had  now 
me  to  the  time  of  deliverance,  and  they  shall  go  forth  a  people 
der  a  leader  whom  God  has  appointed.  This  was  the  beginning  of 
>nths,  and  the  day  of  deliverance  was  to  be  a  memorial  day — the 
th  day  of  the  month  Abib,  afterwards  known  as  Nisan,  the  month 

the  spring  equinox,  such  a  day  for  Israel  as  to  us  the  anniversary 

this  nation's  independence. 

II.  As  a  family  sacrifice,  Vs.  3-10.  The  directions  are  given  for 
\  observance.  The  family  is  brought  to  view;  a  lamb  is  to  be  taken 
r  a  house,  yet  two  families  might  join  "according  to  the  number  of 
e  souls."  The  patriarchs  were  priests  to  God.  The  family  has  a 
crifice.     On  the  14th  day  it  was  to  be  slain,  and  the  blood  was  to 

sprinkled  on  the  front  of  the  entrance  to  the  house,  and  the  lamb 
is  then  to  be  roasted  with  fire.     The  fuller  requirements  are  given 
Deuteronomy,  16th  chapter,  as  they  were  entering  Canaan. 

III.  As  a  pilgrim  feast,  Vs.  11.  The  Israelites  were  to  eat  the 
ischal  lamb  with  their  loins  girded,  their  shoes  on  their  feet  and 
eir  staves  in  their  hands.  That  night  they  were  to  set  forth  from 
e  house  ot  bondage,  and  in  "fter  times  as  they  observed  that  feast, 
id  as  their  children  were  taught  by  them  to  keep  it,  it  would  recall 
•  them  their  marching  forth  from  bondage. 

IV.  As  a  sign  and  seal  of  redemption  to  the  Israelite  from  death, 
s.  12-14.  The  destroying  angel  would  pass  through  the  land  and 
sstrov  the  first  born  of  man  and  beast,  but  into  the  homes  marked 
nth  the  blood  of  the  lamb  he  would  uot  enter;  over  them  he  would 
*8s.    Thus  Jehovah  gave  them  life  by  the  sacrificial  blood. 

V.  As  a  perpettial  memorial,  Vs.  14.  It  has  been  to  Israel 
trough  all  generations,  a  memorial  of  the  great  event  in  their  history. 

The  Golden  Text  connects  this  lesson  with  New  Testament  times. 
We  know  that  at  the  passover  and  of  the  elements  used  in  its  observ- 
ance, bread  and  wine,  Jesus  instituted  the  Lord's  Supper.  The  Lord's 
Supper  is  the  New  Testament  passover,  and  as  the  Jewish  passover  is 
4e  memorial  of  a  sacrifice  (I.  Cor.  11  :  25),  observed  by  pilgrims 
(H.  Peter  1  :  13-14),  and  is  a  sign  and  seal  of  the  grace  of  the 
Redeemer  (I.  Cor.  5:7). 
Psalms  105  :  36-39;  65  :  4. 
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SHORTER   CATECHISM. 

Ques.  101.      What  do  we  pray  for  in  the  first  petition? 

Ans.  In  the  first  petition  (which  is,  Hallowed  be  thy  nar 
pray  that  God  would  enable  up,  and  others,  to  glorify  Him  in  a 
whereby  he  maketh  himself  known,  and  that  he  would  disrx 
things  to  his  own  glory. 


LESSON  Xl.-Jnne    10. 


PA88AGB  OF  THE  BSD 

19.  And  the  Angel  of  God,  which 
went  before  the  camp  of  Israel,  re- 
moved and  went  behind  them;  and 
the  pillar  of  the  cloud  went  from 
before  their  face,  and  stood  behind 
them: 

20.  And  it  came  between  the  camp 
of  the  Egyptians  and  the  camp  of 
Israel;  and  it  was  a  cloud  and  dark- 
ness to  them,  but  it  gav.e  light  by 
night  to  these:  so  that  the  one  came 
not  near  the  other  all  the  night. 

21.  And  Moses  stretched  out  his 
hand  over  the  sea;  and  the  Lohd 
caused  the  sea  to  go  back  by  a  strong 
east  wind  all  the  night,  and  made  the 
sea  dry  land,  and  the  waters  were 
divided. 

22.  And  the  children  of  Israel  went 
into  the  midst  of  the  sea  upon  the ' 
dry  ground :  and  the    waters    were  a 
wall   unto  them  on  their  right  hand, 
and  on  their  left. 

23.  And  the  Egyptians  pursued, 
and  went  in  after  them  to  the  midst 
of  the  sea,  even  all  Pharaoh's  horses, 
his  chariots,  and  his  horsemen. 

24.  And  it  came  to  pass,  that  in 
the  morning  watch  the  Lord  looked 
unto  tbe  host  of  the  Egyptians 
through   the   pillar  of  fire  and  of  the 


8EA.-ExodU8  14 :  19-29. 

cloud,  and  troubled  the  host 
Egyptians, 

25.  And     took    off     their 
wheels,  that  they  drave  them  h 
so  that  the  Egyptians  said, 
flee  from  the  face  of  Israel;  i 
Lord  flghteth  for  them  agaii 
Egyptians. 

26.  And  the  Lord  said  unto 
Stretch  out  thine  hand  over  tl 
that  the  waters  may  come  agai 
the  Egyptians,  upon  their  cl 
and  upon  their  horsemen. 

27.  And  Moses  stretched  toi 
hand  over  tbe  sea,  and  tbe 
turned  to  his  strength  when  the 
in g  appeared;  and  the  Egyptia 
against  it;  and  the  Lord  ove 
the  Egyptians  in  the  midst 
sea. 

28.  And  the  waters  ret ur net 
covered  the  chariots,  and  the 
men,  and  all  the  host  of  P 
that  came  into  the  sea  after 
there  remained  not  so  much  as 
them. 

29.  But  the  children  of  Israel  i 
upon  dry  land    in    the  midst 
sea;  and  the  waters  were  a  wal 
them  on  their  right  hand,  and  o 
left. 


Golden  Text:  By  faith  they  paused  through  the  Red  i 
Hebrews  11:29. 

The  lirst  born  of  Egypt  was  stricken  ;  in  every  house  ther 
mourning.  At  midnight,  the  cry  was  heard.  Then  the  Egy] 
urged  Israel  away.  They  went  out  not  empty  handed  ;  they 
out  with  substance.  Their  oppressors  joyed  at  their  departure,  ft 
utter  destruction.  Yet  when  they  were  on  the  way,  Pharaoh's  ] 
heart  rose  again  and  he  gathered  his  host  and  pursued  after  the 
they  neared  the  arm  of  the  sea,  witli  tiie  mountains  hemming  the 
But  God  was  with  Israel, and  when  Moses  in  distress  cried  to  G< 
admonished  him  to  call  to  the  people  to  go  forward. 

I.     The  rear-ward  and  light  of  the  people,  Vs.  19,  20.     The 
of  God  had  gone  before  them  out  of  Egypt.     He  had  led  the 
the  way.     Now  the  danger  was  from  the  pursuers,  and  the  an§ 
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amoved  from  the  van  to  the  rear.  The  pillar  of  cloud  had 
►efore  them.  Tins  also  was  removed.  He  who  thus  guided  and 
ted  Israel  was  the  captain  of  their  salvation,  and  afterwards 
t  Joshua  and  declared  himself  the  captain  of  the  Lord's  host. 
Josh.  5 :  14 ;  I.  Cor.  10:9.     Thus  we  are  guided,  Heb.  2:10. 

The  path  through  the  sea,  Vs.  21,  22.     The  Lord  made  the 

obey  his  word.     So  Jesus  did  on  the  sea  of  Galilee. 
.     The  overthrow  of  the  Egyptian  host,  Vs.  23-29.     The  path 
ten  and  the  Egyptians  drove  their  chariots  in,  and  then  at  God's 
md,  Moses  stretched  forth  his  hand  and  the  sea  rolled  into  its 
>med  channel,  and  the  Egyptian  host  was  overwhelmed, 
ill  the  centuries  since,  Pharaoh  has  stood  forth  as  the  emblem 

haughty  oppressor,  and  his  signal  overthrow  has  been  an  en- 
ement  to  the  oppressed  even  down  to  our  times  and  in  our  own 
and  also  all  God's  people  by  the  preface  of  the  ten  command- 
( which  is,  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God,  which  have  brought  thee 

the  land  of  Egypt,  out  of  the  house  of  bondage)  are  taught, 
•cause  God  is  the  Lord  and  our  God  and  Redeemer,  therefore 

bound  to  keep  all  his  commandments. 

LMS  107  :  29,  30 ;  106 ;  9-12. 

SHORTER  CATECHISM. 

s.  102.      What  do  we  pray  for  in  tlie  second  petition  ? 
.     In  the  second  petition,  (which  is,  Thy  kingdom  come,)  we 
That  Satan's  kingdom  may  be  destroyed  ;  and  that  the  kingdom 
ce  may  be  advanced,  ourselves  and  others  brought  into  it,  and 
i  it ;  and  that  the  kingdom  of  glory  may  be  hastened. 


LESSON    XII.— June    17* 

THE  ANOINTED  KING. -Psalm  2:  1-12. 


hy  do  the  heathen  rage,  and 
pie  imagine  a  vain  thing? 
e  kings  of  the  earth  set  them- 
aud  the  rulers  take  counsel 
r,  against  the  Lord,  and 
his  Anointed,  sayiug, 
t  us  break  their  bauds  asunder, 
t  away  their  cords  from  us. 


my   Son  ;    this  day   have   I  begotten 
thee. 

8  Ask  of  me,  and  I  shall  give  thee 
the  heathen  for  thine  inheritance, 
and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth 
for  thy  possession. 

9.  Thou  shalt    break   them   with  a 
rod  of  iron;  thou  shalt  dash   them   to 
that   sitteth    in    the    heavens       pieces  like  a  potter's  vessel, 
igh:  the  Lord  shall  have   them  10-  Be  wise   now    therefore,    O    ye 

jon  kings:  be  instructed,  ye  judges  of  the 

eii'th 
,en  shall   he  speak  unto  them  n  ■  Serve   h     L  [h  f  d 

-rath,  and  vex  them  in  his  sore  :    rej()ice     ,  ,  b,. 

12.  Kiss  the  Son,  lest  he  be  angry, 
it  have  I  set  my  King  upon  my  anci  ye  perish  from  the  way,  when 
1  of  Zion.  i    his    wrath     is     kindled    but    a  little, 

will   declare    the    decree:    the  ;    Blessed  are  all   they  that    put    their 
ath   said   unto   me,   Thou   art  I    trust  in  him. 


DEN  Text  :     Ask  of  vie,  and  I  shall  (jive  thee  the  heathen  for 
fiheritance, — Psalm  2:  8. 
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The  Sabbath  of  the  four  quarters,  preceding  the  review  day,  ha* 
been  given  in  the  list  of  Bible  Lessons  to  either  a  temperance  or  s 
missionary  lesson.  We  chose  the  temperance  lesson  for  March  18th, 
and  now  choose  the  missionary  lesson.  The  temperance  lesson  is,  The 
Woes  of  the  Drunkard,  the  passage  is  Proverbs  23:  29-35,  the  Golden 
Text  is  Proverbs  23 :  30 :  "  Look  not  thou  upon  the  wine  when  it 
is  red."  To-day's  lesson  as  above  is  The  Anointed  King.  I.  The 
vain  opposition  to  Christ,  Vs.  1-5 ;  II.  The  dominion  granted  to 
Christ,  Vs.  6-9 ;  III.  The  counsel  to  the  nations'  rulers,  Vs.  10-12. 

I.  The  vain  opposition  to  Christy  Vs.  1-5.  The  Gentiles  and  the 
Jews  both  opposed  him,  Luke  23  :  12 ;  Acts  4  :  23-28.  Herod  and 
Pcntius  Pilate  have  had  followers  all  down  the  ages,  and  to-day  there 
is  opposition  by  the  powers  of  earth.  Why  do  they  have  these  vain 
thoughts?  Why  are  they  thus  moved  ?  Then  kings  and  rulers  con- 
spired against  God  and  his  Christ.  Read  the  later  parables  of  Christ, 
as  in  Luke,  20th  chapter.  They  sought  to  cast  off  this  authority. 
How  true  down  to  our  day.  See  in  this  republic  the  union  of  pro- 
fessing Christians  (from  various  motives  and  for  varying  reasons)  with 
all  classes  of  unbelievers  and  profane  persons  in  the  national  rejection 
of  the  rulership  of  Christ.  This  vain  opposition  is  at  all  times  rising 
against  God,  in  rising  against  Christ.  Read  John  5:  28, 24  ;  I.  John 
2  :  22,  23  ;  and  thus  it  meets  with  the  scorn  and  the  terror  of  Almighty 
God. 

II.  The  dominion  granted  to  Christ,  Vs.  6-9.  In  Zion  is  the  seat 
of  Christ.  He  is  enthroned  in  his  church.  He  is  the  head  of  a  will- 
ing people,  whom  he  saves.  The  decree  has  gone  forth,  God  has  de- 
clared his  Sonship,  and  in  time  has  evidenced  it  to  the  world  by  signs 
and  wonders,  having,  ere  the  world  was,  given  him  a  people,  to  be  his, 
gathered  from  all  lands ;  and  for  this  end  has  subjected  all  the  earth 
to  his  authority,  so  that  he  is  the  ruler  over  all,  as  was  set  forth  to 
Moses,  and  the  captain  of  the  Lord's  hosts  that  led  the  way  for  Joshua, 
the  gracious  ruler  of  the  72d  Psalm,  the  one  to  whom  it  is  said  of  his 
foes :  "  Thou  shalt  break  them  with  a  rod  of  iron ;  thou  shalt  dash 
them  in  pieces  like  a  potter's  vessel. " 

III.  The  counsel  to  the  nation's  rulers,  Vs.  10-12.  They  are 
advised  to  submit  to  Jehovah,  to  do  so  with  reverence.  They  are 
counselled  to  loyalty  to  Christ  lest  they  incur  his  anger  and  perish. 
They  that  trust  in  him  are  blessed. 

How  can  the  opposition  to  Christ  be  explained?  It  is  owing  to 
ignorance  and  unbelief.  Many  to-day  are  filled  with  opposition  to 
his  authority  over  nations  who  are  in  ignorance.  They  have  a  grave 
misconception  of  his  place  and  power.  They  look  on  him  only  as  a 
tender  Saviour,  seeking  the  salvation  of  the  soul  of  man.  Such  he  is, 
but  he  is  more.  The  Scriptures  name  him  not  only  u  Jesus,  because 
he  shall  save  his  people  from  their  sins,"  but  they  name  him  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  There  must  be  a  deeper  study  of  Bible  truth  as  to 
what  he  is,  and  a  lesson  such  as  this,  The  Anointed  King,  will  do 
much  to  disabuse  the  minds  of  those  Christians  that  take  him  as  their 
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persona]  Saviour  and  imagine  that  the  attitude  of  the  vast  organiza- 
tions— social  and  civil  in  which  they  are,  can  remain  a  matter  of  in- 
difference to  them.  He  will  awaken  them  as  he  breaks  in  on  this 
fancied  security,  when  he  reveals  himself  not  only  in  the  power  of 
bis  Spirit  converting  sinners,  but  in  his  judgments  as  he  deals  with 
the  rebellious.  Pray  for  our  country. 
Psalms  72:  7-9;  110:  5-7. 

8horter  catechism. 

Ques.  103.      What  do  we  pray  for  in  the  Uiird  petition  f 
Ans.     In  the  third  petition,  (which  is,  Thy  will  be  done  on  earth, 
as  it  is  in  heaven,)  we  pray,  That  God,  by  his  grace,  would  make  us 
able  and  willing  to  know,  obey,  and  submit  to  his  will  in  all  things, 
as  the  angels  do  in  heaven. 


LESSON  XIII.— J  one  24. 

REVIEW. 

Golden  Text  :     The  Lord's  portion  is  his  people. — Deut.  32 :  9. 


M. 


t-Gen.  32:   9-12; 

2430 

2.-Gen.  37:1-11.. . 

3,-Gen.  39:23-86... 


1-Gen.  41:38-48.. 
5.— Gen.  45:  1-15... 

6-Gen.  50: 14-26. . 

7-Exod.  1:1-14... 

8-Exod.  2:  MO... 

9 -Exod.  3:10  20.. 

10.-Bxod.  12:  1-14.. 

H.-Exod.  14:  19-29. 

12.-P8alm2:l-12... 


TITLES. 


Jacob's  Prevailing  Prayer 

Discord  in  Jacob's  Fam- 
ily  

Joseph  Sold  into  Egypt... 

Joseph  Ruler  in  Egypt.... 

Joseph     Forgiving     His 
Brethren 

Joseph's  Last  Days 

Israel  in  Egypt 

The  Childhood  of  Moses 
Moses  Sent  as  a  Deliverer. 
The  Passover  Instituted . 
Passage  of  the  Red  Sea  . 
The  Anointed  King 


GOLDKIf  TEXT. 


I  will  not  let  thee  go,  except 
thou  bless  me. — Gen.  32:  26. 

See  that  ye  fall  not  out  by  the 
way. — Gen.  45:  24. 

Ye  thought  evil  against  me,  but 
God  meant  it  unto  good.—  Gen. 
50:  20. 

Them  that  honor  me  I  will  hon- 
or.—I.  Sam.  2:  30. 

If  thy  brother  trespass  against 
thee,  rebuke  him;  and  if  he 
repent,  forgive  him. — Luke 
17:  3. 

The  path  of  the  just  is  as  the 
shining  light,  that  shineth 
more  and  more  uuto  the  per- 
fect day. — Prov.  4:  18. 

Our  help  is  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  —Psalm  124:  8. 

I  will  deliver  him,  and  honor 
him. — Psalm  91:  15. 

Fear  thou  not  ;  for  I  am  with 
thee. — Isa.  41 :  10. 

Christ  our  passover  is  sacrificed 
for  us. — I.  Cor.  5:  7. 

By  faith  th«y  passed  through  the 
Red  sea.— Heb.  11:  '^9. 

Ask  of  me,  and  I  shall  give  thee 
the  heathen  for  thine  inherit- 
ance.—Psalm  2:  8. 


Psalms  136:  i-4;  85:  1,  2. 
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SHORTER   CATECHISM. 

Ques.  104.      What  do  we  pray  for  in  the  fourth  petition  f     • 
Ans.     In  the  fourth  petition,  (which  is,  Give  us  this  day  our  daily 
bread,)  we  pray,  That  of  God's  free  gift  we  may  receive  a  com  intent 
portion  of  the  good  things  of  this  life,  and  enjoy  his  blessing  with 
them. 


THIRD    QUARTER,    189  4. 


LESSON    I.— July    1. 

THE  BIRTH  OF  JBSUS.-Luke  2: 1-16. 


1.  And  it  came  to  pass  in  those  days, 
that  there  went  out  a  decree*  from  Cse- 
aar  Agustus,  that  all  the  world  should 
be  taxed. 

2.  ( And  this  taxing  was  first  made 
when  Cyrenius  was  governor  of  Syria.) 

3.  And  all  went  to  be  taxed,  every 
one  to  his  own  city. 

4.  And  Joseph  also  went  up  from 
Galilee,  out  of  the  city  of  Nazareth, 
into  Judsea,  unto  the  city  of  David, 
which  is  called  Bethlehem;  (because 
he  was  of  the  house  and  lineage  of 
David:) 

5.  To  be  taxed  with  Mary  his  es- 
poused wife,  being  great  with  child. 

6.  And  so  it  was,  that,  while  they 
were  there,  the  days  were  accom- 
plished that  she  should  be  delivered. 

7.  And  she  brought  forth  her  first- 
born son,  and  wrapped  him  in  swad- 
dling clothes,  and  laid  him  in  a  man- 
ger; because  there  was  no  room  for 
them  in  the  inn. 

8  And  there  were  in  the  same 
country  shepherds  abiding  in  the 
field,  keeping  watch  over  their  flock 
by  night. 

9.  And,  lo,  the  aDgel  of  the  Lord 
came  upon  them,   and  the  glory    of 


the  Lord  shown  round  about  them: 
and  they  were  sore  afraid. 

10.  And  the  angel  said  unto  them. 
Fear  not:  for,  behold,  I  bring  you  good 
tidings  of  great  joy,  which  shall  be  to 
all  people. 

11.  For  unto  you  is  born  this  day  in 
the  city  of  David  a  Saviour,  which  is 
Christ  the  Lord. 

12.  And  this  shall  be  a  sign  unto 
you;  Ye  shall  find  the  babe  wrapped 
in  swaddling  clothes,  lyiug  in  a  man- 
ger. 

13.  And  suddenly  there  was  with 
the  angel  a  multitude  of  the  heavenly 
host  praising  God,  and  saying, 

14.  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest, 
and  on  earth  peace,  good  will  toward 
men. 

15.  And  it  came  to  pass,  as  the  an- 
gles were  gone  away  from  them  into 
heaven,  the  shepherds  said  one  to  an- 
other, Let  us  now  go  even  unto  Beth- 
lehem, and  see  this  thing  which  is 
come  to  pass,  which  the  Lord  hath 
made  known  unto  us. 

16.  And  they  came  with  haste,  and 
found  Mary,  and  Joseph,  and  the  babe 
lying  in  a  manger. 


Golden  Text  :  Unto  you  is  born  this  day  in  the  city  of  David,  a 
Saviour ,  which  is  Christ  the  Lord. — Luke  2:  11. 

Nearly  the  entire  known  world  (V.  1)  was  at  that  time  under  the  rule 
of  Rome — the  way  thus  being  prepared  for  the  general  diffusion  of 
the  gospel.  The  enrolling  ("  taxing,"  V.  2)  was  necessary  not  merely 
for  taxation,  but  also  for  knowing  exactly  the  condition  of  the  empire. 
Joseph  and  Mary  lived  at  Nazareth,  but  the  decree  to  enroll  necessi- 
tated his  going  to  Bethlehem  (Vs.  3,  4,)  thus  preparing  the  way  for 
the  fulfillment  of  an  an  Old  Testament  prediction,  (Micah  5 :  2.) 
Great  crowds  would  necessarily  be  gathered  on  such  an  occasion  at 
the  different  centres  and  those  who  were  in  poor  circumstances  would 
find  it  difficult  to  secure  accommodations.  This  explains  why  it  was 
that  Jesus  was  born  where  he  was.    The  "  inn  "  (V.  7)  was  simply  an 
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enclosed  space  with  numerous  recesses.     There  were  no  conveniences 

in  them.     Shelter  and  provision  were  provided.     But  even  in  the 

"inn"  there  was  no  place  for  Joseph  and  Mary.     In  a  cave  close  by, 

or  a  corner  of  the  courtyard   where  the  cattle  were  kept,  Jesus  was 

born.     Thank  God  that  this  was  so.     He  knows  how  to  feel  for  and 

symjiathize  with  the   very  lowliest.     The    birth  of  Jesus,  so  little 

noticed  on  earth,  was  regarded  with  holy  interest  in  heaven  (V.  9).   The 

sudden  appearance  of  an  angel  to  the  shepherds  and  the  shining  forth 

of  the  divine  glory  attest  this.     It  was  while  they   were  engaged  in 

their  ordinary  occupation  that  the  announcement  of  the  good  news 

was  made  to  them,  (V.  8.)     A  vision  of  angels  was  well  calculated  to 

produce  fear.     The  message,  however,  produced  only  joy,  (V.  10.) 

The  appearance  of  the  heavenly   host  removed  all  doubts.     How 

much  of  joy  the  advent  of  the  Son  of  God  occasioned  in   heaven  ! 

God  was  thereby  glorified,  the  blessing  of  real  peace  was  brought  to 

man,  the  manifestation  of  good  will  on  the  part  of  God  to  our  sinful 

race  was   most  strikingly   made,  (V.  14.)     The   kind  of  persons  the 

shepherds  were  is  seen  in  their  reception  of  such  a  message,  and  in  their 

acting  so  promptly  in  accordance  with  its  import.    Richly  indeed  was 

their  faith  rewarded. 

The  humanity  of  Christ  is  here  brought  to  our  attention.  There 
is  no  danger  of  our  emphasizing  it  too  much,  if  we  are  careful  to 
ive  due  importance  to  his  divinity  when  studying  these  passages  of 
ripture  in  which  it  is  presented.  "  Tempted  in  all  things  as  we  are 
yet  without  sin  ;  "  "a  fellow  feeling  of  our  infirmities."  How  sat- 
isfying 1 

What  we  need  to  know  ourselves  and  what  we  ought  to  endeavor 
to  have  others  know  is  the  fact  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  divinely  ap- 
pointed Saviour,  that  his  mission  was  to  save,  and  that  to  escape  the 
consequences  of  sin  we  must  accept  him  as  our  Saviour. 

No  one  is  so  well  prepared  to  receive  a  message  from  heaven  as  is 
lie  who  is  faithfully  performing  his  daily  duties. 

What  a  comfort  to   him  who  is  constantly  trying  to  do  what  is 
right  to  know  that  all  events,  the  smallest  as  well  as  the  greatest  are 
but  part  of  God's  plan  !     He  knows  the  end  from  the  beginning,  and 
is  directing  all  things  for  the  good  of  ihose  who  love  him. 
Psalms  22:  8-10;  89:  5-?;  103:  19-22. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  105.  What  do  toe  pray  for  in  the  fifth  petition  f 
Ans.  In  the  fifth  petition,  (which  is,  And  forgive  us  our  debts  as 
*e  forgive  our  debtors,)  we  pray,  That  God,  for  Christ's  sake,  would 
freely  pardon  all  our  sins  ;  which  we  are  the  rather  encouraged  to 
*&,  because  by  his  grace  we  are  enabled  from  the  heart  to  forgive 
others. 
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LESSON   II.— July  8. 

PRESENTATION  IN  THE  TBKPLE.-Luke  2 :  86-88. 


25.  And,  behold,  there  was  a  roan 
in  Jerusalem  whose  name  was  Simeon; 
and  the  same  man  was  just  and  devout, 
waiting  for  the  consolation  of  Israel: 
and  the  Holy  Ghost  was  upon  him. 

26.  And  it  was  revealed  unto  him 
by  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  he  should  not 
see  death,  before  he  had  seen  the 
Lord's  Christ. 

27.  And  he  came  by  the  Spirit  into 
the  temple:  and  when  the  parents 
brough  in  the  child  Jesus,  to  do  for 
him  after  the  custom  of  law. 

2d.  Then  took  he  him  up  in  his 
arms,  and  blessed  God,  and  said. 

29.  Lord,  now  lettest  thou  thy  ser- 
vant depart  in  peace,  according  to  thy 
word: 

30.  For  mine  eyes  have  seen  thy 
salvation, 

31.  Which  thou  has  prepared  be- 
fore the  face  of  all  people; 

32.  A  light,  to  lighten  the  Gentiles, 


33.  And  Joseph  and  his  mother 
marvelled  at  those  things  which  were 
spoken  of  him. 

34.  And  Simeon  blessed  them,  and 
said  unto  Mary  his  mother,  Behold, 
this  child  is  set  for  the  fall  and  rising 
again  of  many  in  Israel;  and  for  a  sign 
which  shall  be  spoken  against; 

35.  (Yea.  a  sword  shall  pierce  through 
thy  own  soul  also,)  that  the  thoughts 
of  many  hearts  may  be  revealed. 

36.  And  there  was  one  Anna,  a  pro- 
phetess, the  daughter  of  Phanuel, 
of  the  tribe  of  Aser:  she  was  of  a 
great  age,  and  bad  lived  with  an 
husband  seven  years  from  her  vir- 
ginity: 

37.  And  she  was  a  widow  of  about 
fourscore  and  four  years,  which  de- 
parted not  from  the  temple,  but  served 
God  with  fastings  and  prayers  night 
and  day. 

38.  And  she  coining  in  that  instant 
gave  thanks  likewise  unto  the  Lord* 
and  spake  of  him  to  all  them  that 
looked  for  redemption  in  Jerusalem. 


and  the  glory  of  thy  people  Israel. 

Golden  Text  :     A  light  to  lighten  tlie  Gentiles,  and  the  glory  of 
thy  people  Israel. — Luke  2  :  32. 

Of  Simeon  we  know  nothing  except  what  is  here  stated.     He  was 
a  righteous  ami  religious  man,  (V.  25)  strict  in  the  observance  of  the 
requirements  of  the  law.     Like  many  others  he  was  living  in  expecta- 
tion of  the  coming  of  the  promised  Messiah  ;  he  differed  from  many 
in  that  he  enjoyed   to  a  large  degree  the  presence  of  the  Spirit.     The 
probability  is  that  he  had  waited  for  a  long  time  for  the  appearance 
of  "  him  who  was  to  come/7  assured  that  he  would   not  die  till  his 
desire  would  be  gratified,  (V.  26).     Divinely  guided,  he  was  in  the 
temple  (V.  27)  when  Jesus  was  brought  there  by  his  "  parents"  to  be 
redeemed,  (Numb.  18 :  15,  16).    He  felt  that  now  his  release  was  near, 
as  his  eyes  h-»d  seen  in  this  babe  the  only  salvation  from  sin,  (V.  30) 
and  spiritual  illumination  (V.  32)  for  all  people.     From  Christ  infi- 
nitely more  glory  has  come  to  the  people  of  Israel  than  from  all  other 
sources.     He  will   yet  be   recognized   and    honored    by  them  as  their 
glory.    The  prediction  in  V.  34  is  true  when  applied  to  the  individual, 
as  Christ  humbles  the  sinner  when   in   his  sins,  honors,  lifts  him  up, 
when   saved    from   them  ;  and  of  different  persons,  as  Christ  to  those 
who  accept  him  is  a  Saviour,  while  to  those  who  reject  him  he  is  a 
"rock  of  offence."     Jesu-,  the  love  of  God   personified,  has  from  the 
day  of  his  death  til!  the  present  time  been  spoken  against.    His  claims, 
to  be  the  only  Saviour,  are  still   ridiculed.      Was  he   honored  or  dis- 
honored last  year  at  Chicago?     Much  reason  had  Mary  afterwards  to 
remember  the  words  in  V.  35,  (John  19  :  25).     Jesus  as  the  embodi- 
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ment  of  all  that  is  good  and  true  and  noble  by  the  impression  his 
character  makes  on  our  minds,  by  our  contrast  with  or  resemblance  to 
it,  reveals  us  to  ourselves  and  to  others.  Anna  is  another  confirma- 
tion of  the  statement  that  at  the  time  of  Christ's  .coming,  there  were 
many  pious  persons  living  in  expectation  of  the  appearance  of  the  pre- 
dicted deliverer.  She  too  was  very  religious,  very  strict  in  outward 
observances  and  was  also  very  full  of  the  Spirit.  Her  coming  in  at 
this  time  was  no  accident.  The  babe  Jesus  drew  to  it  these  devout 
inquirers  and  unsealed  their  lips. 

It  is  only  when  our  religion  is  confined  to  outward  forms  that  these 
become  hurtful.  When  used,  as  intended,  as  channels  for  communing 
with  God,  they  become  very  helpful. 

He  gives  poor  evidence  of  being  a  child  of  God  who  neglects  the 
ordinances  of  divine  worship.  It  was  when  they  were  in  the  temple 
Simeon  and  Anna  saw  the  babe  Jesus. 

It  is  impossible  for  parents  to  give  their  children  to  God  too  soon. 
That  baptism  so  frequently  fails  to  be  of  advantage,  is  not  the  fault 
of  the  ordinance  or  of  him  by  whom  it  was  instituted,  but  of  patents 
to  whose  children  it  is  administered. 

Believers  should  ever  live  with  reference  to  Christ's  second  coining. 
"Till  I  come."  He  will  come,  and  the  knowledge  of  this  should  in- 
spire us  to  do  and  dare  and  bear  and  suffer  according  to  his  will  with 

We  have  no  right  to  be  amazed  at  the  strange  things  that  happen 
to  God's  )>eople.  "Not  peace  but  a  sword."  iC  Much  tribulation," 
and  "entrance  into  the  kingdom  "  are  closely  connected. 

How  do  we  regard  Christ?  What  effect  has  the  study  of  his  life 
on  us? 

Psalms  42  :  8-11;  84  :  1-3 ;  85  :  8  13. 

8iiorter  catechism. 

(fries.  1 06.      What  do  we  pray  for  in  tfie  sixth  petition  ? 

Ans.  In  the  sixth  petition,  (which  is,  And  lead  us  not  into  tempta- 
tion, but  deliver  us  from  evil,)  we  pray,  That  God  would  either  keep 
os  from  being  tempted  to  sin,  or  support  and  deliver  us  when  we  are 
tempted. 

Marriages. 

By  Rev.  W.  D.  Irons,  assisted  by  Rev.  E.  C.  Little,  April  5,  1804,  at 
McDonald,  Washington  county.  Pa.,  R.  W.  Wallace  and  Miss  Annette 
George. 

By  Rev.  W.  J.  Coleman,  assisted  by  Rev.  S.  W.  Douglass  and  Rev.  J.  R.  J. 
MilK$an,  April  10,  1894,  at  Allegheny,  Pa..  Alonzo  B.  Golden  and  Miss  Anna 
McPall. 

By  Rev.  C.  D.  Trumbull,  D.  D  ,  assisted  by  Rev.  T.  P.  Robb,  April  19,  1894, 
Thomas  M.  Edgar  and  Miss  Sadie  M.  Wilson,  both  of  Morning  Sun  Congre- 
gation. 
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On  April  2 1st,* Samuel  Irwin,  aged  63  years. 

Mr.  Robert  Casket,  an  elder  in  the  Central  Allegheny  congregation,  entered 
into  rest  at  his  home,  on  April  18th,  in  the  92d  year  of  his  age. 

Mrs.  Eliza  Out  Porter  died  at  her  residence  in  Clarinda,  Tuesday,  January 
9, 1894,  at  5.15  a.  m.,  aged  80  years  and  8  months  ;  the  same  age  of  her  husband, 
who  departed  this  life  a  year  and  seven  months  before  her.  The  funeral  services 
were  held  at  her  residence,  Thursday,  January  11th,  at  1.30  p.  m.,  conducted  by 
Rev.  J.  A.  Thompson.  The  remains  were  taken  to  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
cemetery  for  interment.  J.  A.  Thompson. 

January  14,  1894,  Mr.  Thomas  Donahue  departed  this  life.  Member  of  the 
Little  Beaver  Reformed  Presbyterian  congregation.  His  exact  aire  is  not  known ; 
he  bad  passed  his  fourscore  years.  Living  at  a  distance  from  the  house  of  God, 
lie  was  unable  of  late  years  to  wait  upon  the  ordinances  of  divine  grace,  except 
when  preaching  was  held  in  his  own  house  or  in  the  school-house  near  by.  It  is 
said  that  when  he  was  in  the  prime  of  life  he  was  a  regular  attendant  upon  the 
preaching  or  the  prayer-meeting.  He  maintained  to  the  last  his  regard  for  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church.     He  died  in  peace.  J.  R.  Wylie. 

Departed  this  life,  January  10,  1894,  Mr.  John  Hagoerty,  in  his  75th  year. 
He  was  a  life- long  Covenanter ;  a  member  of  Little  Beaver  congregation  at  the 
time  of  his  death  :  was  certified  here  from  the  1st  Philadelphia  congregation. 
For  many  years  Mr.  Haggerty  had  been  a  child  of  affliction,  and  had  been  con- 
fined to  his  own  home.  lie  was  most  highly  respected  in  the  community  as  an 
intelligent,  peaceful  and  honest  man.  He  was  a  sincere  Christian,  and  died  in 
faith,  fully  persuaded  that  Christ  would  "  keep  that  which  was  committed  to 
him  against  that  day."  He  loved  all  of  God's  people  and  was  warmly  attached 
to  the  church  of  his  choice.  He  is  mourned  by  the  congregation  and  community. 
"  The  righteous  shall  be  in  everlasting  remembrance."  J.  R.  Wylie. 

New  Q alike.  Pa. 

Died,  October  13,  1898,  of  pneumonia,  in  her  73d  year,  Mrs.  Mart  Cook 
Ewing,  of  Youngstown  congregation.  M  rs.  Ewing  was  born  and  raised  in  the 
Little  Beaver  congregation,  with  which  she  united  in  early  life.  On  the  occasion 
of  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Alex.  Ewing  in  1842,  she  moved  to  Mahoning  county, 
Ohio,  and  became  a  member  of  the  Poland  and  North  Jackson  congregation. 
After  the  congregation  was  established  in  Youugstown,  she  with  her  husband 
removed  from  the  farm  to  that  city  to  be  nigh  the  ordinances.  Her  whole  life 
was  that  of  a  consistent  member  of  the  church  of  her  birth  and  choice.  She  wa§ 
a  loving  wife,  and  a  devoted  mother.  Her  aged  husband  to  whom  she  ministered 
for  more  than  fifty  years,  feels  her  loss  most  keenly,  but  he  will  not  have  many 
years  before  he  goes  to  be  with  the  same  Lord.  She  left  also  three  sons  and  one 
daughter  who  mourn  her  death.    The  righteous  hath  hope  in  his  death.  Com. 

Mrs.  Harriet  J.  Young,  wife  of  Mr.  W.  J.  Young,  and  a  member  of  Little 
Beaver  R.  P.  congregation,  died  September  22,  1893,  in  her  44th  year.  Mrs. 
Young  had  been  severely  afflicted  for  several  years  before  her  death.  She  was 
patient  and  resigned  to  the  will  of  God.  The  mother  of  a  large  and  interesting 
family,  she  was  very  desirous  to  remain,  and  if  courage  in  the  midst  of  trials 
and  resolution  in  the  face  of  declining  health,  could  ward  off  death,  she  would  be 
with  us  still.  With  cheerful  submission  she  yielded  to  the  will  of  "our  Father." 
<iod  In  his  mercy  removed  all  fear  of  death,  and  her  end  was  peace.  In  life  she 
possessed  the  ornament  of  a  meek  and  quiet  disposition,  which  is  in  the  sight  of 
God  of  great  price.  Her  influence  for  good  was  especially  marked  in  the  home. 
May  God  give  comfort  to  the  children  and  may  he  afford  grace  io  the  husband 
in  their  sore  bereavement. 

Also,  in  the  month  of  October,  Grace  Wildee  Young,  child  of  the  above 
parents,  aged  about  six  months,  was  called  home.  "  The  promise  is  tovou  and 
your  children  "  J.  R.  Wylib. 
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John  A.  Hani* a  was  born  in  the  State  of  Missouri  on  the  4tb  of  October,  1857, 
and  died  at  his  home  in  Wilkiusburg,  on  the  8lh  of  February,  1894.  He  was  a 
child  of  Covenanter  parents  and  brought  up  in  the  church.  At  the  time  ot  his 
death  he  was  a  member  of  the  Central  Allegheny  congregation.  His  last  illness 
was  very  severe  ;  at  times  his  pain  was  very  great.  He  bore  up  under  it  all  with 
Christian  fortitude.  His  expressions  of  confidence  in  his  Saviour  were  very  com- 
forting to  his  friends.    He  leaves  a  wife  and  two  children  to  mourn  his  loss. 

Dear  husband,  thou  art  gone  from  earth  away, 

And  left  us  here  to  mourn ; 
We  grieve  to  think  bow  short  thy  stay, 

And  that  there's  no  return. 

But  'tis  not  grief  without  the  hope 

That  we  again  shall  meet, 
Encircled  iu  a  Saviour's  love, 

No  more  to  mourn  and  weep. 

Mrs.  Eliza  (McKee)  Hugo  art  died  in  her  home  near  Pardoe,  Pa.,  on  Sab- 
bath morning,  October  1, 1893.  aged  83  years.  Mrs.  Huggart  w*s  born  in  County 
Monaghan,  Ireland,  June  6  1810.  Early  in  life  she  made  a  public  profession  of 
her  faith  and  trust  in  God  and  the  Redeemer  by  joining  the  church  of  her 
father's  choice— the  old  Covenanter  Church,  then  under  the  pastoral  care  of  Rev. 
Mr.  C<tthcart.  She  remained  a  member  of  this  (Fair view)  church  until  she  came 
with  her  husband  and  fan.ily  to  America,  where  she  joined  the  Springfield  con- 
gregation, of  which  branch  of  the  Covenanter  Church  she  was  an  earnest  mem- 
ber until  she"  was  called  to  come  up  higher.  Mrs  Huggart  was  married  to 
William  Huggart  in  1840.  Six  children  blessed  her;  but  three  preceded  her  to 
the  Golden  City.  She  came  with  her  husband  and  family  to  America  to  find  a 
better  home  in  1851.  Her  mind  was  very  clear  in  regard  to  every  issue  of  the 
day.  The  Bible  was  the  book  she  read  daily.  No  church  was  so  much  a  home 
as  the  Covenanter  Church;  no  place  so  sweet  to  her  as  home.  How  can  we 
doubt  her  entry  into  the  Golden  City  ?  Should  we  not  imitate  her  example  and 
follow  Christ?  E.  C.  Dodds. 

Mart,  wife  of  Hugh  Robinson,  of  the  Rochester  congregation,  was  taken 
home  on  Monday  morning,  January  8,  lfr9l.  Mrs.  Robinson  was  born  in  the 
north  of  Ireland  in  the  year  18 15.  Her  maiden  name  was  Mary  Robertson.  Her 
parents  were  members  of  Dr.  Stavely's  congregation,  and  she  also  became  a 
member  of  bis  church,  both  by  baptism  and  profession.  In  18  8.  she  was  mar- 
ried to  Hngh  Robinson,  who  was  a  member  of  the  same  church.  They  emi- 
grated to  this  country  in  1840,  and  settled  in  Rochester.  The  deceased  was  the 
mother  of  five  children,  three  sons  and  two  daughters.  Two  sons  gave  their  lives 
for  their  country  during  the  dark  days  of  the  rebellion  ;  and  although  ber  loving 
mother's  heart  sorrowed,  yet  a  kind  God  helped  her  there  and  always  to  say, 
"  Thy  will  be  done."  She  had  communion  with  the  Father  and  with  his  Son 
Jesus  Christ  during  the  night  watches,  and  whatever  joy  she  had  in  this  fellow- 
ship was  bnt  a  foretaste  ot  that  which  shall  last  forever.  "And  I  heard  a  voice 
from  heaven  saying  unto  me,  Write,  Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord 
from  henceforth  :  Yea,  saith  the  Spirit,  that  they  may  rest  from  their  labors ; 
and  their  works  do  follow  them."  R. 

Died,  near  Wyman,  Iowa,  December  26,  1893,  Mrs  Jane  (Roney)  McK>nry, 
widow  of  the  late  Isaac  E.  VIcKenry.    She  was  born  May  8,  1811,  in  Washing- 
ton county,  Pa      While  young  in  years  she  made  a  profession  of  her  faith  in 
Christ  and  united  with  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  conj> legation  of  Mdler's  Hun. 
On  removing  to  Allegheny,  Pa  ,  later  in  life,  she  <»eca  ne  a  member  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh and  Allegheny  congregation,  then   under  the  care  of  the  late  Dr.  Thomas 
Sproull.     In  1837,  shortly  after  marriage  to  Mr.  McKenry,  she  came  to  Iowa  and 
united  with  the  congregation  of  R^hoboth,  in  the  membership  of  which  she  con- 
tinned  until  her  death      Mrs.  McKenry  was  a  woman  of  genuine,  unaffected 
piety,  plain,  quiet  and  unostentatious  iu  her  ways.    She  was  endowed  with  supe- 
rior judgment  and  singul.tr  prudence.     Her  words  were  few,  but  "the  law  of 
kindness  "  dwelc  in  her  tongue.     The  close  of  her  earthly  pilgrimage  was  serene 
and  hopeful.     Her  mind  was  calm  and  unclouded  ;   her  graces  were  strong  and 
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vigorous,  and  her  end  was  peace.    She  died  in  the  faith  of  a  glorious  resurre^o 
tion  and  a  blessed  immortality  beyond  the  grave.    In  her  departure  a  bereaved 
son  and  other  children  mourn  the  absence  of  a  tender  and  loving  mother,  anrf 
the  church  on  earth  feels  the  want  of  a  valuable  member  ;  but  sorrowing  frieadf 
are  consoled  by  the  reflection  that  their  loss  is  her  unspeakable  gain.    J.  A.  B. 

On  the  22d  day  of  September,  1803,  Mrs.  Emkline  Netli>  died  at  the  home  of 
her  daughter,  Mis  J  R.  Rusk,  Waterloo,  Iowa,  in  the  70th  year  of  her  age. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  William  and  Isabella  McCartney,  sister  of  the  Rev.  J. 
L.  McCartney,  and  wife  of  the  late  Rev.  James  Neill .  The  deceased  was  born 
in  Guernsey  county,  Ohio,  ann  united  with  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church 
in  early  life.  She  remained  a  faithful  and  devoted  member  until  death.  She  , 
was  regarded  by  all  who  knew  her  intimately  as  a  model  pastor's  wife.  Genuine  | 
piety,  wisdom,  prudence  and  self  control  were  prominent  features  of  her  charac- 
ter. The  streuuth  of  her  faith  was  more  than  ordinary.  After  her  husband, 
by  reason  of  a  long- continued  and  sore  affliction,  was  rendered  unable  to  preach 
the  gospel,  they  came  to  Hopkintou,  Iowa,  to  reside.  The  writer  of  this  notice 
was  at  that  time  pastor  of  the  Hopkinton  congregation.  He  always  found  Mis. 
Neill  a  warm  Christian  friend,  a  devoted  follower  of  Christ,  and  a  faithful 
Christian  worker,  ready  always  for  the  Master's  service.  For  a  number  of  yews 
she  was  in  delicate  health.  She  suffered  much  from  an  affection  of  the  heart 
During  the  la*t  three  months  of  her  life  her  sufferings  were  severe.  But  he 
who  appointed  the  rod  of  chastisement  gave  grace  to  submit  to  his  will.  She 
greatly  desired  the  prayers  and  fellowship  of  Christian  brethren.  She  died  a* 
she  lived,  full  of  faith,  atid  with  a  good  hope  of  eternal  life.         R.  C.  Wylib. 

Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Stohmont,  widow  of  the  late  elder  David  S  tor  moot,  de- 
parted this  life  at  noon,  October  7,  1893.  She  was  born  in  County  Down,  Ire* 
land,  November  2,  It 09.  She  came  with  her  parents.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Mehaffey,  to  America  in  1812  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania.  She  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Mr.  David  Stormont  in  1844.  Befoie  her  marriage  she  belonged  to 
the  Associate  Church,  afterwards  to  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  of 
which  she  was  an  honored  member  till  her  departure  came.  She  lived  with  her 
husband  in  Washington  county,  Pa.,  till  1847,  when  they  came  to  a  farm  near 
New  Concord,  Muskingum  county,  Ohio,  where  they  lived  till  1858,  when  they 
moved  into  the  village  where  they  remained  till  .their  "  earthly  house  of  thfc 
tabernacle  was  dissolved."  For  several  years  she  had  been  sorely  afflicted,  and 
since  the  removal  of  her  husband,  a  little  more  than  two  years  ago,  she  said  she 
had  "a  desire  to  depart  and  be  with  Christ,  which  is  far  better."  Shenaei 
very  industrious  woman,  and  a  very  considerate  wife  and  mother.  She  came  to 
the  house  of  God  as  long  as  she  was  able,  and  set  a  good  example  for  others. 
She  was  a  meek  and  quiet  woman,  and  endured  with  patience  her  affliction! 
which  were  various  ard  severe.  We  trust  she  has  gone  to  that,  "rest"  of  which 
she  often  spoke,  and  of  which  it  is  said,  "  There  remaineth,  therefore,  a  rest  to 
the  people  of  God."  She  leaves  two  sons  and  one  daughter,  and  one  brother 
two  years  her  senior  to  mourn  her  loss.  ••  Let  us  labor,  therefore,  to  enter  into 
that  rest,  lest  any  man  fall  after  the  same  example  of  unbelief."  J.  M.  F. 

The  hand  of  death  has  taken  away  our  beloved  teacher,  Mr.  J.  B.  Paris  I* 
respect  to  his  memory  we,  the  members  of  his  Sabbath  School  class,  wish  to  pay 
some  tribute ;  and  to  this  end  we  adopt  the  following  memorial:  Since  God  ha* 
removed  from  us  him  who  has  been  our  teacher  for  almost  ten  years,  we 

Resolve,     That  the  best  way  to  pay  tribute  to  his  memory  is  by  following  bia 
example,  as  he  followed  Christ.     We  would  give  expression  to  our  deep  sorrow 
at  his  death  ;  but  while  for  our  own  sakes  we  mouru,  yet  for  his  sake  we  rejoice; 
for  he  has  only  "  departed  to  be  with  Christ,  which  is  far  better.*'     We  will  not 
only   strive  to  keep  in    memory  his   instructions,  but.  will  try  earnestly  to  he  1 
guided  by  these  truths  taught,  so  that  we  may  fill  our  places  iu  life  as  conscien*   ] 
tiously  and  as  honorable  as  he  filled  his.     We  know  that  his  place  will  be  din*-    i 
cult  to  fill,  for  his  devotion  to  his  class  was  such  that  he  was  always  present  ttO* 
less  detained  by  sickness,  and  he  always  made  diligent  preparation  for  his  wort 
He  rose  very  early  on    Sabbath  moining  in  order  that  he  might  give  his  be** 
thoughts  to  the  lesson,  and   we  feel  sure  that  he  made  us  the  subject  of  &■* 
earnest  prayer.     We 
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That  we  will  be  more  diligent  in  Sabbath  School  work-and  will 
dy  and  willing  to  take  up  such  work  as  he  has  laid  down.    We 

That  a  good  man  has  gone  from  among  us.  The  world  is  batter  for 
lived  in  it,  and  we  will  endeavor  so  to  lire  that  at  last  it  will  be  said 

of  ue,  "he  has  not  lived  in  vain.'9  We  extend  our  sympathy  to  the 
jnily  in  its  affliction  and  would  commend  each  one  to  the  care  of  him 
is  able  to  comfort,  and  to  speak  peace  to  troubled  hearts.         Com. 

sting  of  the  Fourth  Reformed  Presbyterian  church,  New  York,  held 
r  evening,  March  80,  1894,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted: 
A  God,  in  his  unerring  providence,  has  been  pleased  to  remove  by 

young  fellow  member,  Hugh  O'Neill,  Jr.,  in  the  18th  year  of  his 
rah  19, 1894,  tberefore.be  it 

lrf,  That  we  bow  in  humble  submission  to  this  inscrutable  and 

providence,  and  recognize  the  hand  of  God  in  calling  our  young 
is  early  to  his  rest. 

2d.  That  we  testify  to  the  bright,  cheerful,  Christian  oharaoter 
ntaiued  by  our  young  friend,  which  endeared  him  to  a  large  circle  of 
oea  as  well  as  to  the  membership  of  the  church  with  which  he  was 

8d,  That  in  his  early  and  sudden  death,  which  was  peaceful  and 
t,  we  see  the  fruit  of  early  piety,  and  have  another  admonition  of  the 
r  of  life,  and  a  call  to  renewed  activity,  diligence  and  faithfulness  in 
of  our  Divine  Master. 

4fA.  That  we  tender  our  heartfelt  sympathy  to  the  bereaved  parents 
in  the  hoar  of  their  deep  sorrow,  and  commend  them  to  Christ  to 
am  take  all  our  griefs  and  sorrows. 

Hth,  That  out  of  respect  to  his  memory  these  resolutions  be  entered 
minutes,  a  copy  be  presented  to  the  family,  and  copies  be  sent  for 

to  the  Ohrittian  jfation,  Our  Banner,  and  the  Reformed  Preset  - 

ID   COVENANTER.  ROBERT  MoAFEE,  1 

William  Pollock,        >  Committee. 
John  R.  Kirkpatrick,  ) 

?atlor,  a  member  of  the  Allegheny  congregation,  died  in  Bellevue, 
>bath  afternoon,  October  22, 1893,  in  the  89th  year  of  his  age.  He  was 
nnty  Deny,  Ireland,  and  came  to  America  iu  1836.  Mr.  Taylor  was 
ju  in  Ireland  and  connected  himself  with  the  congregation  under  the 
,  Thomas  Sproull  in  Allegheny.  In  1847.  he  was  married  to  Agnes 
,  sister  of  Rev.  R.  Hutcheson,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons,  both  of  whom 
His  mind  began  to  fail  some  time  before  his  death,  but  he  was  always 
ligious  topics  and  delighted  to  talk  of  his  hope  in  Christ 

cihda  Maobe  Boggs,  a  member  of  the  Allegheny  congregation,  died 
9,  1893,  in  the  79tb  year  of  her  age.  She  was  born  in  Pine  Creek 
ibout  twelve  miles  north  of  Pittsburgh,  and  afterward  removed  with 
i  to  a  (arm  near  Harmony,  Butler  county,  where  she  lived  till  her 
n  1844,  to  James  Boggs,  of  Allegheny.  She  had  four  children,  all  of 
rive  her.  Blessed  with  a  peculiarly  mild  and  kindly  disposition,  she 
id  to  all  who  knew  her.    Her  mind  was  clear  to  the  last  and  her  hope 

IZABBTH  Montgomery  Ewing,  a  member  of  the  Allegheny  congre- 
d  November  11, 1893,  aged  84  years.  She  was  bora  in  County  Derry, 
ihe  confessed  her  faith  in  Christ  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  aud  was  all 
levout  Christian.  She  was  married  to  Mr.  Ewing  in  1827,  and  came 
i  the  next  year,  uniting  with  the  Piue  Creek  congregation,  uuder  the 
f  Mr.  Guthrie,  Her  husbaud  died  nearly  three  years  before  her  and 
:  seven  of  her  twelve  children.  She  lived  to  see  her  children  to  the 
fourth  generation,  as  eighteen  grandchildren  and  four  great-grand- 
irvive  her. 


a  ruling  elder  of  the  Allegheny  congregation,  died  on  Sabbath, 
8,  1893,  in  the  85th  year  of  his  age.  He  was  born  in  County  Derry, 
id  came  to  America  in  1850,  living  in  Allegheny  till  his  death.    He 
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was  married  four  times,  twice  in  Ireland  and  twice  here,  surviving  his  last  wi 
nearly  four  years.  In  Ireland  be  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Chare 
but  in  Allegheny  joined  the  Covenanter,  under  the  pastorate  of  Dr.  Sproull.  h 
had  two  children,  one  of  whom  survives  him. 

David  McKee,  a  member  of  the  Allegheny  congregation,  died  on  Saturday 
December  9, 1898,  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  James  K.  McKee,  New  Brighton,  Pa.  H< 
was  born  at  Castleblaney,  County  Monaghan,  Ireland,  in  1818,  and  camett 
America  with  his  parents  when  he  was  ten  years  of  age.  Early  in  life  he  joinec 
the  Covenanter  Church  in  Brookland  congregation.  He  was  married  to  Mrs 
Walkinshaw,  the  widow  of  Rev.  hugb  Walkinshaw,  and  had  one  child  which 
died  in  early  life.  He  lived  with  his  friends  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life, 
having  no  family  of  his  own.  W.  J.  0. 

Mbs.  Jean  W.  Wylie,  widow  of  the  late  Dr.  8.  O.  Wylie,  died  in  New  York,  on 
Monday,  April  2d.  She  was  visiting  at  her  son-in-law's,  Mr.  W.  T.  Miller,  when 
unexpectedly  taken  sick.  After  but  four  days'  illness  she  passed  away.  Mrs. 
Wylie  was  well  known  to  many  of  the  ministers  and  members  of  our  church,  by 
all  ot  whom  her  memory  will  be  held  in  grateful  remembrance.  No  one  acquainted 
with  her  could  help  but  recognize  and  admire  her  simplicity  of  character  sod 
Christian  integrity.  It  was  her  aim  to  be  right  and  to  do  right.  She  took  great 
delight  in  the  ordinances  of  divine  worship,  and  showed  but  little  countenance 
to  those  who  spoke  slightingly  of  God's  house.  Her  interest  in  Christian  work 
was  deep,  but  so  silently  did  she  carry  out  her  plans  and  so  free  from  ostentation 
was  she,  that  what  she  did  largely  escaped  observation.  She  was  evidently  pre- 
pared for  death  and  had  been  living  for  some  time  in  view  of  a  sudden  c&lL 
Letters,  bright  and  cheerful,  full  of  love  and  tender  counsel,  were  found  after 
her  death,  carefully  laid  away,  addressed  to  the  different  members  of  the  family. 
God  kindly  spared  her  anxiety  and  suffering  at  the  last.  She  just  gently  and 
quietly  slept  away.  She  will  be  much  missed,  not  merely  in  the  home  where  sbe 
was  so  much  loved,  but  also  in  the  congregation  in  whose  welfare  for  so  many 
years  she  manifested  a  deep  interest,  and  by  a  large  circle  of  admiring  friends. 
"  Mark  the  perfect  and  behold  the  upright,  for  the  end  is  peace." 

The  following  minute  was  adopted  by  the  session  of  the  Second  church  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.: 

We  recognize  in  the  death  of  Mrs.  S.  O.  Wylie,  April  2,  1894,  the  presence 
and  sovereignty  of  our  Lord.  The  hand  that  has  removed  her  has  very  sensibly 
touched  this  congregation.  As  the  beloved  wife  of  its  first  pastor,  Dr.  8.  0. 
Wylie,  and  as  a  worshiper  and  worker  for  nearly  half  a  century  in  this  churchi 
she  occupied  a  sacred  place  in  the  hearts  of  the  people.  We  bow  to  the  divin* 
will,  finding  comfort  in  the  thought  of  her  entrance  into  the  joy  of  her  reward. 
During  the  thirty-nine  years  of  Dr.  Wylie's  pastoral  labor  here,  she  stood  side 
by  side  with  him  in  faithful  service,  united  with  him  in  devotion  to  the  iufceresto 
of  the  people,  and  sharing  with  him  their  love  and  respect.  And  in  the  folio** 
ing  years,  while  in  the  sorrow  of  her  bereavement,  her  loving  interest  and  tb«tf 
tender  regard  were  unabated.  Mrs.  Wylie  was,  among  the  people,  an  ill***" 
torious  example  of  holy  living.  Her  life  was  a  shining  light,  steady  and  beau** 
ful  in  its  clearness,  constantly  encouraging  those  who  beheld  it  in  their  jourP^J 
to  the  home  that  is  above  all  shadows.  This  death  leaves  a  great  vacancy  in  tb* 
home,  in  the  congregation  and  in  a  large  circle  of  friends.  The  Divine  Co**1 
loiter  alone  can  till  the  hearts  that  are  affected  by  it.  May  his  consolation1 
reach  as  far  as  the  pain  of  bereavement  and  the  sigh  of  loneliness.  We  eincer^ 
sympathize  with  the  afflicted  family,  and  pray  that  they  may  know,  in  th©1 
experience,  the  sufficiency  of  God's  love  to  take  away  sorrow.  And  as  tk 
name  of  'Mather"  and  "mother"  will  ever  fill  those  hearts  with  sweet  memori^ 
may  the  fatherless  and  motherless  find  inspiration  therein,  under  all  their  tri*^ 
May  they  inherit  the  blessings  that  descend  from  such  parents  to  the  childr^1- 
May  they  have  the  fulfilment  of  the  prayers,  which,  having  ascended  from  tb^ 
family  altar,  extend  to  the  present  time,  and  cover  the  future.  This  provident 
brings  to  each  of  vis  another  admonition.  The  Master  saith  once  more,  "Be  y 
also  ready."  May  we  all  be  prepared,  by  his  grace,  for  the  coming  of  our  Lor* 
"Behold  I  come  quickly." 
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Che  following  receipts  : 


le,  Pittsburgh,  acknowledges 


],  Holm  wood  cong t  ft  4 

3.  Hebron                     "     6  0 

i  New  Alexandria    "     21  1 

5,  Belle  Centre            "     8  0 

?,QniQter                     "     6  0 

T,  Vernon                     "     10  1 

7,  Manchester   Br.   Manchester 

and  Brookland  cong 4  0 

7,  Union                        "     8  2 

8,  Old  Bethel             "     12  3 

),  Sharon                      "     88  0 

»,  Princeton               "    5  2 

Ift,  Superior                 "     4  1 

!2,Eikhora                   "     7  7 

IB,  8th  St,  Pittsb'gh   -     5  0 

14,  Long  Branch          "     0  0 

14,  L.  M.  8.,  DeiiTer  "    3  0 

19,  8.  S.,  ClariwU        "     16  1 

19,  8.  S.,  Quinier          "     4  0 

30,8.  S,  Syracuse       "    8  8 

8U,  Syracuse                  "     3  0 

21,  Craftsbury               "     8  0 

26,  Hopkinton             "    4  5 

17,8.  S.Elkhorn         "     5  0 

27,  William   Hogan,  Glenwood, 

Minn 10  0 

ST,  Mrs.  M.  E.  McKee,  wife  of 

Rev.  D.  McKee,  Clarinda,  50  0 

-'8,  St.  Jobii                cong 4  5 

\L.  M.  8.  Hebron     "     12  5 

3.  Sterling,  N.  T.,      "     0  0 

7,  Cedar  Lake            "     11  9 

7,  Rjegate                    "     ft  5 

10, 3d  Philadelphia       "     11  3 

11,  S.S.,  Lisbon           "    15 

11,  Lisbon                      "     8  5 

13, 1st  Newburg           "     MS 

It,  Youugstown            "     I 

14,  Seattle                      "     3  0 

14,  Uary  J.Beggs,  Cannnsb'g.I'a.  2  0 
U,  Mrs.  Margaret     MoFarlaud, 

Medaryville,  Iud 5  0 

'I,  Geneva  cOug     15  0 

!*,  Allegheny  ';  11  0 

^  Naucv  H.'Faris.Blooiniugton, 

Ind 5  0 

1S.S.,  3d  Philadelphia  cong..  0  2 

1,  C.  E.  S.,  Tabor    cong 5  '2 

i,Coldenham               "     8  0 

JJ.  Like  Reno               "     5  5 

«,  Ciocinuali                "     11 

m.M.  -S.,  Sharon     "     8  8 

Mtev.  D.  C.  and  Mrs.L.  M. 

Martin,  Allegheny,  Pa. . .  2-'>  0 

<*,  North  Cedar         cong 5  2 

**,  Titer                        "     4  0 


Jan.,  IBM. 

1,  8.  8,  Hebron         cong $14  75 

5,  Rev.  J.  C.  K.   Faris,  Beaver 

Falls,  Pa 1  00 

11,  MissM.E.Lyoni,Marlssa.IlL    2  00 

12,  Ramsey  cone 5  00 

18,  J.  M.  and  L.  H .  Wylie,  Day 

ton,  N.  D 5  00 

16,  Hugh  Lackey,  Walton,  N.  Y.  10  00 
15,  8.  S.,  Sterling,  N.  Y.,  cong.  10  28 
18.  A.  I.  Robb,  student  of  tbeol.  1  00 
22,  S.  8.,  Clarinda  cong 16  86 

26,  Muskingum  Br.  Muskingum 

and  Tomica  cong 1  00 

27,  L.  M.  8.,  3d  Phils.  cong  15  00 

27,  K.  Cam  pell  &  fmnily,  tbrough 

L.  M.S.,  bethel  Br  Salem 
cong 1  00 

29,  Mab ■_<  Br.  Bear  Run  and 

Muhouingcong 5  34 

30,  L.  M.  S.,   rirasaut  Ridge  of 

Olathecong 6  CO 

30,  Miss  Alice  Curitbeis,  of  Fort 

Bill,  Ind.Ter 5  00 

30,  Miss  Joanna  >\Ker,  of  same,  1  00 
30,  Miss  Kate  McLUtrney.ofsame     1  00 

28,  Washington,  la.,  coug 10  00 

1,  Lochiel  cong     1  10 

1,  L.  M   S.    Loch  ie!  cong 7  00 

9,  Tbe  Henry   KhSsuh   Mission 

Band,  Walton,  N.  Y 5  00 

21,  L.  M.  S.,  3d  Phils,  coug. ...  25  00 

29,  S.  S.,  Walton  coug 5  00 

CoKitECTiON .— Sept.   in,   1893,  from 

Morning  Sun  cong     ?£.V>5  previously 
report  as  being  credited   to  Southern 
Mission;  should  tie  Chinese  Mission. 
ISM.    TESTIMONY  BEARING  FUND. 
I.  Lochiel  cong J  4  50 

FOND  FOR   WIDOWS   AND  CHILDREN 

]><.>(.      OF  DECEASED  MINISTERS. 

1,  Lochiel  cong *  1  70 

12,  West  Hebron  ■■     4  00 

HOME  FOR  AGED  AND  OBPHANS. 

H'Mm.    Margaret    McParland, 

Mcdary'ville,  Ind S  5  00 

JAMES  R.  McXEE  MEMORIAL. 


'»,  Mrs.  James  It.  McKe..>.  reve- 
nue to  be  used  for  benefit  of 
fund  for  Widows  and  Chil- 
dren of  Dec"d  Ministers, 2, 000  00 


A  ckntncledgmenia. 


119S.     OKHIVA  COLLEGE  DEFICIT. 

U,  2d  Philadelphia   cong (18  89 

IB,  Morning  Sua         "    7  76 

SO,  Bloomington          "    9  71 

20,  Maimllekl                 ••     5  IB 

20,  Fair  Grove              "     1  84 

23,  Winchester              "     5  88 

25,  Cedarville               •'    8  00 

28,  8  8.,  Parnassus     "    4  SI 

27,  Hickory  Grove        "     4  SO 

28,  Little  Beaver          "    6  80 

1,  Holmwood             "    5  10 

2,  Beulah                   "     2  75 

2,  Geneva                   "    12  00 

3,  New  Alexandria     "     15  00 

K,  Macedon  Miss.  Statiou 1  50 

6,  Jonathan's  Creak  cong.. 4  50 

7,  Quinter                  "    ." 1  75 

7,  Vernon                   "     7  15 

9,  Superior                 "    5  12 

9,  Old  Bethel             "    11  27 

1",  Sterling,  Kan.,       "     8  00 

12,  Elkhorn                    "     4  80 

15,  MiUer'sRun           "     4  40 

14,  Long  Branch           "     4  55 

17,  Mansfleld                 "     5  09 

19,  W.  A..  Snair,  Rochester,  Kas.  8  00 

21,  Rehobotb,  Iowa,  cong 8  40 

21,  Craftsbury             "    5  00 

24,  Miller's  Run            "     add'l.  4  20 

26,  Hopklnton              "     6  50 

26,  Clarlnda                "    7  06 

30,  New  Concord          "    4  59 

" 3,'sterliug,  N.  Y„     "    7  00 

11,  Lisbon                      "     6  00 

14,  Youngstonn            "     50 

14,  Union                    "    7  14 

18,  Allegheny                 "     16  00 

20,  Olathe                    "    5  05 

23,  Utica                        "     8  50 

Dm. 

1,  Southfleld               "     8  45 

16,  Cedar  Lake            "    4  3.5 

26,  Win,  Ili.gaii,  Glenw'd,  Minn  10  00 

28,  North  Cedar         cong 1  60 

2#,  Tabor                       "     2  93 

""Bethel                    "     1  « 

12,  Hiiraaey                  "    5  00 

29,  Beaver  Falls           "     12  25 

»b. 

22,  Cinciuuati                "     4  (JO 

Mar. 

1,  Lochiel                     "     1  70 

GENEVA  COLLEGE  INTEREST, 
on..  'US. 

27.  Prof.  W.  P.  Johnston £12  00 

3,  M  argaret  Coulter,01atbe,Kas  2  -15 

3,  J.  T.  Coulter,           "       "  9  80 

10,' J.  B.  Carithers 2  *5 


ism.  DOMESTIC  MIHUDJ. 

Ju. 

1,  8.  S.,  Old  Bethel  cong 

1,  Cedarville  "     

4,  Bethel  "    

5  Rev.  J.  C.  K.  Faris,  Bean 

Falls,  Pu 

10,  L.  M.  8.,  Cedar  Lake  cong. 

12,  Ramsey  " 
18,  A.  I.  Roub,  student  of  thee 
20,  Muskingum  Br.  Muskingui 

and  '1  otnica  cong 

28,  Miss  Lizzie  Laury,  McKee 

27  L.  M.  B.,8d'phiia.'«rag.!. 

2D,  Sharon  cong.,  add'l. 

i'.t,  Beaver  Falls  cong... 

30,  Geneva  "     

;iii,  Holmwood      "    

30.  Rev.  W.  W.  Carithers  an 
wife,  Fort  Sill,  Ind.  Ter. 
80,  Mies  Alice  Carithers,  of  sam 
80,  M  iss  Joanna  Speer,  of  sami 
30,  Miss  Sate  MoBurney.ofaam 

6,  Janies  Scott,  Primrose,  Fa. 

7,  8.  8. ,  Long  Branch  cong . . . 

8,  E.  H.  BucE,  licentiate 

13,  2d  Philadelphia  cong 

14,  3d  New  York         '*     

22,  John  Honey,  El  villa,  Pa. . . 

26,  Winchester  cong 

27,  Allegheny  "     

28,  Washington,  la.,    "     

1,  Lochiel  "     

2,  Sterling,  N.  Y.,  "     

13,  1st  Newburg  "    

17,S.  8.,  Eskridge  "     

26,  S.  8,,  Superior  "     

23,  Ryegate  "     

INDIAN  MISSION  CHAFE 

Jul*  V3. 

20,  s.^.dassofLydeF.Dunla] 

Utica,  O 

25,  Mi™KiiteAchesou,N.Galilf 
25,  CUildreu  of  Beaver  Fallso'i 

17,  Gleuwood  Mission  Band. . . 

U,'\V.  P.  M.  S.,  Pbgh.  Pres  ,  p« 
Mrs.  J.  It.  McKee,  treas 
to  l>c  applied  to  paymer 
of  Indian  Miss.  Chapel..: 

1 T,  S.  S. ,  New  Castle  cong 

17,  John  F.  Carithers,  per  Mr 
M.  S.  Gibson 

]-*:<.               LIBEAHY  FUND, 
fi,  3d  Philadclpbia  cong 


Makrif.d,  on  April  25,  1894,  by  Rev.  J.  Dodds,  at  the  residence  of  the  bride, 
A.  Clarence  Hunter  and  Miss  Jauna  M.  Martin,  all  of  Kskridge,  Ivan. 

XkwYoi:k  Presbytery  met  in  the  :>d  church,  New  York,  April  24th.  The 
•  Vfiiiic  was  devoted  to  conference  on  A  Deeper  Devotional  Life.  Brooklyn  and 
West  Hebron  were  recoium  'in led  to  receive  liuaiicial  aid  from  Home  Mission 
minis.  Hev.  J.  M.  Foster  was  appointed  to  represent  presbytery  at  the  mission 
0'iiforciice.  Piesbytery  adjourned  to  meet  in  2d  Newburgh  on  the  last  Tuesday 
•.•fiirt'iber.  Said  congregation  is  to  be  presbyterially  visited  at  that  time.  A 
c-iiiinitTee  was  appointed  to  prepare  subjects  for  eon  fere  nee. 

"imi  Presbytery  met  in  ManstieM  Tuesday  evening,  April  10th.  It  was 
«j|».i;ed  with  a  sermon  by  Rev.  P.  II.  Wyli«-  from  Col.  1  :  2*.  H.  M.  Blackwood 
iTtYtfU  specimen  ot  improvement  from  John  12:  o2.  He  was  advanced  to  the 
stiii  !i n l:  of  a  third  year  student,  and  trials  assigned  him  for  licensure  next  year. 
j[  wus  resolved  to  ask  the  Central  Board  of  Missions  to  take  the  Muskingum  and 
futiiica  congregation  under  their  care  as  a  mission  station.  S.  A.  George  having 
'■wn  received  into  the  Associate  Retortued  Presbyterian  Church,  South,  his  case 
'•v:i>  .iJMnissed.  A  conference  was  held  on  Wednesday  afternoon.  The  follow - 
'«jj  wis  the  progiam  :     1.  The   Present   Crisis  in  the    National  lie  form   Move- 

nirtit.  2.  The  Excellence  of  the  Sabbath.  :>.  Our  Political  Duty  in  Relation  to 
r<*i!;r-piiincc.     The  Committee  of  supplies  was  made  an  interim  committee.     H. 

•'.  '.Jault  i>  chairman  of  this  committee.     A  minute  was  adopted  on  the  death  of 

ifcv.  A.  McF.-uland.     The  fall  meeting  is  to  be  in  the  Muskingum  churcb  oti  the 

**i'»ii'l  Tuesday  of  September,  W.M. 


Treasurer  John  T.  Morton's  Receipts,  continued. 
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Nos.  7  &  8. 


1INUTES  OF  THE  SYNOD  OF  THE  REFORMS  PRESBYTERIAN  GHLRCH. 


U.  S.  A. 


SESSION     LXV. 


Second  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,     1 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  :>0,  18f»4.  J 

The  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  of  North  America 
met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  in  the  Second  church,  Philadelphia, 
May  30,  1894,  at  10  a.  m.,  and  was  constituted  with  prayer  by  A.  J. 
McFarland,  moderator. 

The  roll  was  called  by  presbyteries;  the  members  were  ascertained 
tod  are  as  follows : 

ROLL   OF   SYTXTOID. 


CONGREGATIONS. 

Bethel, 
Bloomington, 
Church  Hill, 
Elkhorn, 
Old  Bethel, 
Selma, 

CORRELATIONS. 

Hickory  Grove, 
flopkinton, 
Lake  Reno, 
Morning  Sun, 
Rehoboth, 
Sharon, 
Vernon, 
Washington, 


ILLINOIS  PRKSBYTKUY. 

MINI  DTK  UK. 

D.  S.  Paris, 
M.  A.  Gault, 
J.  R.  Wylie, 

R.  (\  Reed  * 

IOWA   I'KKSHYTKKY. 

MINISTKKS. 

G.  11.  Mclhiriifv/'* 
T.  II.  Achesoii,* 

C.  I).  Triiiuhull, 
J.  A.  Mack, 
T.  P.  Robh, 
Isaiah  Paris. 


k  \,  in-:  its. 
John  K.  Wilson. 
S.  S.  .Smith. 
Wm.  Wnodsidc. 

John  Rnvd. 

ft 

I j.  M.  Patterson. 
.J.  II.  Pickens.* 

KI.DKKS. 

R  L.  Walln.v.* 

Will.    Ilnuail. 

S.  K..  McKlhimiey. 
I.  K.  .McKi'iirv. 
Th«».  M:ic(  'lenient, 
.IaiiM>  Mann. 
I>avi<l  Lu\e.:' 


*3?ot  prMent  at  the  constitution  of  the  court. 
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Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  the 


[July&  Auj 


CONGREGATIONS. 

Beulah, 

Clarinria, 

Hebron, 

Long  Branch, 

North  Cedar, 

Olathe, 

Sterling, 

Topeka, 

Wahoo, 

Winchester, 


KANSAS  PRESBYTEKY. 

MINISTERS. 

W.  S.  Fulton, 


CONGREGATIONS. 

Belle  Centre, 
Cedar  Lake, 
Cedarville, 
Cincinnati, 
Fair  Grove, 
South  field, 
United  Miami, 


CONGREGATIONS. 

1st  Boston, 
2d  Boston, 
Bovina, 
Brooklyn, 
Cold  en  ham, 
Kortright, 
1st  Newburgh, 
2d  Newburgh, 
1st  New  York, 
2d  New  York, 
3d  New  York, 
4th  New  York, 
Walton, 
White  Lake, 


CONGREGATIONS. 

Londonderry, 
Mansfield, 

Muskingum  &Tomica, 
New  Concord, 
Utica, 


Win.  Littlejohn.* 

T.  J.  Allen. 

I.  T.  E.  McBurney  *  f 

D.  H.  Coulter, 

J.  W.  Dill.* 

J.  A.  Thompson.* 

B.  M.  Sharp. 

LAKES  PRES11YTERY. 

MINISTERS. 

P.  P.  Boyd, 
T.  H.  Walker, 
T.  C.  Sproull, 
J.  C.  Smith. 
S.  R.  McClurkin. 
J.  McCracken, 
R.  Hargrave, 
Charles  Clyde.* 

NEW  YORK  PRESBYTERY. 

MINISTERS. 

S.  McNaugher,f 
J.  M.  Foster, 


Thos.  Pat  ton.* 
J.  ().  Bayles. 
J.  W.F.Carlisle* 
J.  R.  Thompson,* 

R.  M.  Sommerville, 
F.  M.  Foster, 
James  Kennedy,* 
S.  G.  Shaw,* 
J.  B.  Williams. 
T.  A.  Rusk.* 

OHIO  PRESRYTERY. 

MINISTERS. 

P.  n.  Wylie. 
R.  J.  Gault,* 


J.  M.  Far  is, 

J.  S.  Thompson,* 

*  Nut  present  at  the  constitution  of  the  court. 


ELDER8. 

A.  Walkinshaw.* 
D.  G.  McKee,* 
A.  Copeland.* 
J.  S.  Bell  * 

G.  B.  Miller. 

F.  L.  McClelland .* 

W.  I.  McCrea. 


ELDERS. 

S.  W.  Fulton. 
J.  R.  W.  Duguid. 
D.  S.  Ervin. 


Hugh  Woodbum. 
W.  B.  Keys. 


ELDERS. 

J.  C.  Calderwood. 
J.  K.  Riley. 
A.  T.  Russell. 
M.  M.  Henry. 


Wm.  McMeekin  * 
Hugh  Robinson.* 
John  Angus. 
Thos.  E.  Greacen/' 
Robert  McNeill. 
Wm.  Pollock.* 
J.  R.  Henderson. 


ELDERS. 


John  Robison. 
I).  H.  MeConagha 
W.  A.  Hervey.* 

f  Ordained  since  last  SynoJ. 
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PHILADELPHIA  PRESBYTERY. 


LEGATIONS. 

delphia, 
ielphia, 
Ielphia, 


MINISTERS. 


T.  P.  Stevenson, 
J.  C.  McFeeters, 
R.  C.  Montgomery, 
A.  W.  Johnston. 
N.  R.  Johnston. 


ELD  BBS. 

Wm.#G.  Carson. 
Thos.  H.  Walker. 
A.  Mackie. 


PITTSBURGH  PBESBYTERY. 

EGATIONS.  MINISTERS. 

y,  W.  J.  Coleman, 

i  &  Mahoning, 

'alls,  W.  M.  Glasgow, 

d  &  Manchester, 

Allegheny,  J.  W.  Sproull, 

tsburgh,  H.  H.  George, 


aver, 

wn, 

iun, 

xandria, 

;le, 

lion, 


'> 


>k 


s 


b, 
Rock, 

urg, 

le  &  Mercer, 


ELDEBS. 

D.  S.  Anderson. 
Robert  Mclsaac* 
W.  T.  Anderson. 
S.  S.  Armstrong.* 
R.  A.  Black. 
J.  C.  Calderwood. 
John  A.  Dodds. 
James  McAnlis. 
Thos.  Banks. 
W.  M.  George. 
S.  C.  Patterson. 
T.  J.  Blackwood. 
J.  A.  Forsythe. 


R.  C.  Dodds. 
John  Reed. 
S.  McNaugher. 
Robert  Wylie. 
A.  C.  Coulter.* 
J.  G.  McFeeters. 


J.  R.  Wylie, 

S.  G.  Conner, 
G.  M.  Robb, 
J.  S.  Martin, 

S.  J.  Crowe, 

>■  A.  Kilpatrick. 

J.  8.  Duncan, 
I).  McAllister, 
J.  R.  Lutimer, 
R.  C.  Wylie, 

J.  R.  Baird.* 
W.  W.  Carithers. 
H.  Easson.* 
J.  C.  K.  Faris. 
John  Galbraith. 
R.  J.  George. 
R.  J.  Mclsaac.*t 
D.  C.  Martin. 
D.  Metheny. 
G.  P.  Raitt.* 
I).  B.  Willson. 
W.  P.  Johnston.* 
Geo.  Kennedy.* 

TEW  BRUNSWICK  AND  NOVA  SCOTIA  PRESBYTERY. 

EGATIONS.  MINISTERS.  ELDERS. 

is,  Thos.  McFall  * 

A.  J.  McFarland. 


EG  AT  IONS. 


COLORADO  PRKSBYTKRY. 

MINISTERS. 

J.  M.  Wylie, 


ELDERS. 

J.  K.  Miller. 
J.  G.  Love. 


««nt  at  the  const  i  tut  ion  of  the  court. 


t  Ordained  since  last  Synod. 
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ROCHESTER  PRESBYTERY. 

BLDBB8. 

John  McCullough. 


CONGREGATIONS. 

MINISTERS. 

Lisbon, 

Win.  McFarland, 

Lochiel, 

R.  C.  Allen. 

Ramsey, 
Rochester, 

E.  M.  Coleman. 

Sterling, 
York, 

J.  C.  B.  French, 
W.  C.  Allen, 

S.  R.  Wallace. 

A.  Ernisse.* 
John  Hunter. 
Henry  Hogg. 

Ministers  Absent:  James  Patton,  D.  G.  Thompson,  R.  B.  Cannon,  J. 
F.  Crozier,  E.  G.  Elsey,  S.  M.  Stevenson,  W.  W.  McMillan,  J.  R.  W. 
Stevenson,  D.  J.  Shaw,  J.  J.  McClurkin,  D.  C.  Faris  and  J.  C.  Taylor; 
also,  J.  Boggs  Dodds,  R.  J.  Dodds  and  J.  S.  Stewart,  of  the  Foreign  Mis- 
sion ;  D.  McAllister  and  P.  J.  McDonald,  missionaries  on  the  Pacific 
coast,  and  S.  Kingston,  of  the  Southern  Mission. 

Congregations  not  represented :  Evans,  La  Junta,  Princeton,  Staunton, 
St.  Louis,  Glenwood,  Lind  Grove,  Eskridge,  Holmwood,  Kansas  City, 
Quinter,  Superior,  Sylvania,  Tabor,  Bellefontaine,  Barneevilfc, 
Horton,  Houlton,  Jonathan's  Creek,  Middle  Wheeling,  Muskingum  and 
Tomica,  North  Salem,  Baltimore,  Conococheague,  Clarksburg,  McKees- 
port,  Monongahela,  Oil  City,  Salem,  Youngstown,  Barnet,  Craftsbury, 
Ryegate  and  Topsham. 

J.  C.  McFeeters  was  chosen  moderator  for  the  ensuing  year  by  (be 
unanimous  vote  of  Synod. 

C.  D.  Trumbull,  clerk,  and  F.  M.  Foster,  assistant  clerk,  were  re- 
elected clerks  of  Synod. 

The  Committee  on  the  Order  of  Business  reported.  The  report 
was  accepted,  amended  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 

Report  of  Committee  on  Order  of  Business. 

Your  committee  would  recommend  the  following  order  of  business: 

Wednesday,  a.  m.— Report  of  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business  and 
Devotional  Exercises. 

Wednesday,  p.  m. — Reports  of  Boards — Foreign  Mission,  Domestic 
Mission,  Sustentation,  Church  Erection,  Board  of  Trustees. 

Wednesday,  8  p.  m.— Sermon  by  the  retiring  Moderator,  Rev.  A.  J* 
McFarland. 

Thursday,  a.  m, — Report  of  Board  of  Superintendents  of  Seminary  i 
Reports  of  Committees  on  Psalmody,  Sabbath  Schools,  Signs  of  ti*6 
Times,  and  Temperance. 

Thursday,  p.  m. — Reports  of  Committees  on  Secret  Societies,  on  tbe 
Sabbath,  Testimony  Bearing,  and  National  Reform. 

Thursday,  8  p.  m. — Conference  on  Missions,  to  be  held  in  the  H* 
church. 

Friday,  a.  m. — Reports  of  Presbyteries;  Reports  of  Committees ol* 
Discipline,  Evangelistic  Work  and  on  Systematic  Beneficence. 

Friday,  p.  m. — Report  of  Board  of  Corporators  of  Geneva  College; 
Reports  of  Committees  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  on  Printing  and 
Publishing,  and  on  Sustentation  and  Church  Erection. 

*  Not  present  at  the  constitution  of  the  court. 
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y,  8  p.  M. — Conference  on  Our  Young  People,  to  be  held  in  the 

rch. 

day,  a.  m. — Reports  of  Committees  on  Supplies,  and  on  deaths 

[inistry. 

ay,  a.~  m. — Reports  of   Committees  on  Travelling  Fund  and 

• 

lay,  p.  m. — Reports  of  Committees  on  Theological  Seminary 

ication,  and  on  Missions. 

lay,  8  p.  m. — Conference  on  Reforms,  to  be  held  in  the  2nd 

lay,  a.  m. — Reports  of  Committees  on  Presby terial  Reports  and 
byterial  Records.  A.  Kilpatriok,! 

J:  s:  d«  JoT'  \ Cb— «*■■ 

J.  R.  Caskey,    J 

ecommend  that  the  following  be  adopted  as  programmes  for  the 

inces: 

sday,  8  p.  m.— In  lstchurch, T.  P.  Stevenson,  pastor. — Missions. 

de,  Prof.  D.  B.  Willson,  D.  D.— 1.  The  Domestic  Mission,  J.  W. 

,  D.  D.    2.  The  Foreign  Mission,  D.  Metheny.  3.  The  Southern 

i,  R.  J.  Mclsaac.     4.   The  Indian  Mission,  W.  W.  Carithers. 

Jewish  Mission,  Louis  Meyer. 

ly  evening. — In  3rd  church,  R.  C.  Montgomery,  pastor. — Our 

—Preside,  T.  P.  Robb.— 1.  The  Young  People,  the  Hope  of  the 

.  J.  W.  F.  Carlisle.     2.  The  Duty  of  the  Church  to  her  Youth, 

7T.  P.  Johnston,  D.  D.     3.  Duty  of  the  Youth  to  the  Church, 

Coulter,  D.  D.     4.  How  can  our  Youth  best  show  their  loyalty 

st,  R.  J.  George,  D.  D. 

iay  evening. — In  2nd.  church  J.  C.  McFeeters,  pastor. — Reforms. 

ide,  J.  W.  Dill. — 1.  The  Sabbath,  H.  H.  George.     2.  Temperance, 

'rumbull.     3.  Secret  Orders,  M.  A.  Gault.     4.  National  Reform, 

Fylie.     5.  The  Catholic  Question,  D.  McAllister.     6.  Testimony 

y,  W.  J.  Coleman.        Respectfully  submitted, 

A.Kilpatriok,  ' 
J.  S.  Duncan, 
J.  C.  K.  Faris, 
J.  R.  Caskey, 
R.  J.  Bole, 


>  Committee. 


Committee  on  Unfinished  Business  reported.  The  report  was 
jd  and  taken  up  item  by  item  for  adoption.  Item  No.  1  laid 
table  for  the  present.  Items  Nos.  2,  3,  6,  7,  8,  10  and  13 
sported  as  attended  to.  Item  No.  4.  The  Committee  reported. 
port  was  accepted  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

Report  of  Psalter  Publication  Committee. 

r  committee  would  respectfully  present  the  following  statement : 
\  the  past  year  there  have  been  paid  in  the  treasury  of  the  literary 
rom  cash  sales  of  the  Psalter,  $405,  and  $150.56  received  from 
mer  agency.  Your  committee  still  owes  the  literary  fund  $824.- 
b  meet  this  obligation  there  are  in  stock  124  Psalters  with  music, 
)g  primer  including  25  in  flexible  binding  and  721  of  the  minion 
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edition,  worth,  after  an  average  reduction  of  20  per  cent,  on  large 
orders  and  10  per  cent,  allowed  to  the  forwarding  agency,  $332,  and 
unbound  sheets  worth  $100.  There  are  also  still  due  by  the  former 
agency  $93.20  and  $60.16  still  unpaid  on  orders  filled  many  months  ago 
making  a  total  of  $585.36  or  $239.04  less  than  are  needed  to  reimburse 
the  literary  fund.  The  sale  however  of  the  unbound  sheets,  if  put  into 
covers  at  the  rate  of  seven  dollars  a  hundred,  would  net  $420.  And  this 
sum,  added  to  the  market  value  of  the  volumes  now  on  hand,  would 
with  the  money  due  the  committee,  meet  all  claims  and  leave  a  surplus 
of  $80.96. 

The  edition  of  the  Double  Psalter  with  music  was  exhausted  some 
months  ago ;  but  as  there  were  only  two  small  orders  since  received  for 
the  book,  your  committee  did  not  feel  justified  in  going  to  the  expense 
of  issuing  a  second  edition  without  the  instructions  of  Synod. 

R.  M.  Sommervillb,>       0/ the 
Walter  T.  Miller,  \  Committee. 


Item  No.  5.   II.  H.  George  reported.   Report  accepted  and  adopted, 

and  is  as  follows: 

Report  of  Committee  on  Sabbath  Literature. 

As  a  committee  to  report  on  the  probability  of  securing  the  introduc- 
tion of  some  Sabbath  Literature  into  School  Books,  I  would  report, 
that  I  have  had  correspondence  with  three  leading  school  book  pub- 
lishers: Gime  &  Co.,  Boston,  Potter  &  Co.,  Philadelphia  and  the 
American  Book  Co.,  N.  Y.  The  first  mentioned  thought  it  a  grand  idea, 
and  would  like  to  have  the  matter  continued,  and  suggested  that  some 
sample  manuscript  be  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  company. 

The  second  or  representative  of  the  Potter  &  Co.  firm,  could  see  no 
objection  to  it  and  would  be  quite  willing  to  consider  it  further.  The 
American  Book  Co.  did  not  know  that  it  would  be  expedient.  They 
were  aiming  to  meet  any  public  demand  in  the  line  of  school  books,  but 
had  not  known  of  any  demand  in  the  direction  of  Sabbath  literature 
for  such  books. 

From  the  correspondence  that  I  have  had  I  would  deem  it  quite  * 
proper  thing  to  take  further  steps  to  have  prepared  some  discussion  of 
the  subject  of  the  Sabbath,  in  a  graded  series  to  suit  the  different 
school  readers,  and  also  a  more  analytic  discussion  of  the  subject  for 
the  Text  Book  on  Physiology,  and  have  these  submitted  to  these  and 
other  book  firms. 

It  is  conceded  at  once,  and  by  almost  all  parties  that  a  rest  day  ifi 
indispensable, and  by  most  people  both  Jews  and  Gentiles,  that  God  h 
appointed  a  Sabbath  for  rest  and  worship.     And  it  would  be  the  bare* 
few,  and  these  of  the  most  unworthy  kind,  who  could  or  would  refill 
to  have  their  children  taught  the  need  of  a  rest  day  or  even  the  divin 
institution  of  a  Sabbath. 

There  are  underlying  principles  concerning  the  divine  appointment 
a  Sabbath  rest,  that  have  not  come  into  controversy,  or  at  least  to 
very  little  extent ;  these  can  be  introduced  into   school   books, 
children  ere  they  leave  the  school  room  will  have  learned  many  m 
precious  truths  about  the  day.     There  is  quite  as  good  reason 
Sabbath  discussion  shall  be  introduced  into  school  books  as  there 
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for  temperance,  quite  as  ready  a  mind  to  receive  it,  and  the  same 
determination  will  certainly  put  it  there. 

The  sacredness  of  the  Sabbath  is  dropping  out  of  mind  and  heart, 
and  everything  that  can  be,  ought  to  be  done  to  drop  impressive  hints 
in  the  earliest  years  of  the  coming  generations. 

Respectfully  submitted,  H.  H.  George. 

The  appointment  of  H.  H.  George  to  continue  his  efforts  in  the 
same  direction  was  renewed. 
Item  No.  9.  The  clerk  of  Colorado  Presbytery  reported  as  follows : 

Report  on  Organization  of  Colorado  Presbytery. 

The  presbytery  of  Colorado  was  organized  by  direction  of  Synod  in 
the  1st  Reformed  Presbyterian  church,  Denver,  on  July  25, 1893,  ten 
a.  m.  The  following  members  being  present:  Ministers,  D.  G. 
Thompson,  James  Patton,  J.  M.  Wylie ;  elders,  D.  S.  Ellis,  J.  K. 
Miller.  The  piesbytery  was  constituted  with  prayer  by  the  modera- 
tor appointed,  D.  G.  Thompson,  and  by  the  election  of  D.  G.  Thomp- 
son moderator,  and  James  Patton  clerk. 

Respectfully  submitted,        James  Patton,  Clerk. 

* 
Item  No.  11.     Not  attended  to.     The  Committee  was  continued; 

the  present  moderator  to  take  the  place  of  the  retiring  moderator; 

the  Committee  to  report  at  this  meeting  of  Synod. 

Item  No.  12.  Laid  on  the  table  for  the  present.  The  remaining 
items  of  the  report  were  laid  on  the  table  for  the  piesent. 

The  Committee  on  Devotional  Exercises  reported.  The  report  was 
accepted  and  the  first  item,  relating  to  the  devotional  services  of  to- 
day, was  adopted  ;  the  remaining  items  were  laid  on  the  table  for  the 
present. 

The  time  for  closing  the  session,  this  morning,  was  fixed  at  12.10; 
the  afternoon  session  to  open  at  1.30  p.  m. 

Synod  proceeded  to  devotional  exercises,  the  moderator  presiding 
and  leading  in  remarks.  Subject  for  prayer,  "  That  the  present  meet- 
ing of  Synod  may  be  guided  by  the  Holy  Spirit." 

Synod  took  a  receis,  to  meet  at  1.30  p.  m.  Prayer  by  Jas.  Ken- 
nedy. 

AFTERNOON   SESSION. 

Synod  met  at  the  appointed  hour  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by 
*X  Metheny. 

Roll  called  :  S.  S.  Smith,  Win.  G.  Carson,  S.  S.  Armstrong,  T. 
**.  Stevenson  and  J.  S.  Martin  were  absent,  but  soon  appeared. 

J.  S.  Bell,  J.  R.  Baird,  D.  G.  McKee,  J.  W.  F.  Carlisle,  J.  A. 
Thompson,  G.  R.  McBurney,  Thos.  II.  Walker,  G.  P.  ttaitt,  T.  E. 
^reacen,  J.  W.  Dill,  J.  R.  Thompson  and  Adam  Walkinsliaw  appeared 
*^d  took  their  seats  as  members  of  the  court. 

Leave  was  granted  to  all  presbyteries  to  hold  meetings  during  the 
Marions  of  the  court. 
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D.  S.  Faris  laid  on  the  table  a  communication  from  A.  Russell,  ask- 
ing Synod  to  appoint  an  agent  to  receive  and  receipt  for  the  bequest 
of  Peter  Dermond,  of  Randolph  county,  Illinois.  Read  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Papers  were  called  for  and  numbered,  and  are  as  follows : 

Papers  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10  and  11,  being  reports  of 
Walter  T.  Miller,  treasurer,  to-wit :  Reports  as  to  Fund  for  Mission 
in  China,  Temporary  Investment  Fund,  Beattie  Children  Fund,  Boys' 
Industrial  School  Fund,  Suadia  Building  Fund,  Estate  of  Ann 
Spence,  Estate  of  Rev.  D.  McKee,  Literary  Fund,  Church  Erection 
Fund,  Sustentation  Fund,  and  Foreign  Mission  Current  Expense 
Account,  were  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Paper  No.  12.  Communication  from  the  Corresponding  Secretary 
of  the  National  Christian  Association,  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Secret  Societies,  to  report  at  this  meeting. 

Paper  No.  13.  Communication  from  the  Alliance  of  Reformed 
Churches.     Read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Paper  No.  14.  Report  of  Mission  Conference.  Read,  and  so  much 
as  refers  to  missions  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions,  and 
so  raucli  as  relates  to  finance,  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Synod  resolved  to  hold  its  sessions  at  from  9  A.  M.  to  12  M.,  and 
from  1.30  to  5  p.  M. 

T.  C.  Sproull,  W.  M.  Glasgow  and  T.  Holmes  Walker  were  ap- 
pointed to  assist  the  reporters  of  the  press. 

The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  reported.  The  report  was  accepted 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions,  except  so  much  as  relates 
to  finance,  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Central  Board  of  Missions  reported.  The  report  was  accepted 
and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions,  except  the  items  re- 
lating to  finance,  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Board  of  Sustentation  and  Church  Erection  reported.  The 
report  was  accepted  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sustentation 
and  Church  Erection,  except  so  much  as  relates  to  finance,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  reported.  The  report  was  read  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

John  T.  Morton,  treasurer  of  Synod,  reported.  The  report  was  reft", 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business  was  tak^0 
from  the  table. 

Item  No.  13.     Not  attended  to.     Reasons  accepted  as  satisfactory* 

Item  No.  15.  The  Committee  reported.  Report  accepted  a**** 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Report  of  Committee  on  Covenanter  Meeting  in  Scotland. 

The  committee  on  the  proposed  Covenanter  Convention  to  be  held  *° 
Glasgow  in  1890,  would  respectfully  report  that  by  correspondent 
with  the  committee  of  the  Synod  in  Scotland,  arrangements  have  be^1 
made  for  a  joint  meeting  of  the  committees  of  the  Scotch  and  Iri**1 


y 


rit 
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Synods  in  Glasgow  this  summer,  at  which  two  members  of  your  com- 
mittee hope  to  be  present.  The  Synod  of  Scotland  at  its  recent  meet- 
ing passed  the  following  resolutions : 

I.  This  Synod  heartily  approves  of  the  proposal  to  hold  a  Reformed  Pres- 
byterian Convention,  representative  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church 
throughout  the  world  ;  considers  itself  bound  to  proceed  with  the  movement, 
under  a  deep  sense  of  its  responsibility  to  the  Lord  of  the  church  ;  and  pledges 
itself  to  employ  every  effort  to  carry  forward  the  proposal  to  a  successful  issue. 

II.  The  Synod  appoints  the  Convention  to  be  held  in  Glasgow  in  1806 ;  re- 
appoints  its  committee ;  instructs  them  to  enter  into  correspondence  with 
branches  of  the  church  in  Ireland  and  the  United  States,  and  with  members  of 
the  church  in  other  lands ;  empowers  them  to  open  a  special  fund  to  meet  the 
estimated  expenditure  on  the  convention — said  fund  to  be  entirely  in  the  bands 
of  the  committee;  approves  generally  of  the  outlined  programme  submitted, 
and  re-commits  it  for  completion  by  the  committee  in  conjunction  with  the  com- 
mittees appointed  by  the  other  branches  of  the  church  ;  and  otherwise  encour- 
ages the  committee  to  go  forward  in  this  movement  to  which  Synod  considers 
itself  called  in  Providence  at  the  present  time. 

III.  This  Synod,  further,  commeuds  this  proposal  to  the  attention,  prayers 
and  sympathy  of  all  the  members  of  the  church  ;  respectfully  entreats  them  to 
realise  their  responsibility  in  relation  to  a  movement  of  greatest  importance  to 
the  whole  church  ;  and  expresses  its  full  hope  and  confidence  that  all  the  mem- 
bers and  friends  of  the  church  will  use  their  whole  influence  to  make  the  enter- 
prise signally  helpful  in  promoting  the  great  Scriptural  doctrines  and  policy  of 
the  Scottish  Reformation. 

The  programme  above  referred  to  includes  topics  covering  not  only 
some  of  the  most  vital  doctrines  of  the  Christian  religion,  but  also,  and 
mainly,  the  distinctive  principles  of  the  Covenanter  Church,  the  prac- 
tical application  of  these  principles  to  the  living,  social  and  national 
questions  of  the  day.  To  the  four  days  proposed  for  the  Convention 
in  Glasgow  will  probably  be  added  other  days  of  special  outdoor  ser- 
vices at  such  places  of  historical  interest  as  Drumclog  and  Ayrsmoss. 
We  would  recommend  : 

I.  That  Synod  express  its  full  sympathy  with  the  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  Synod  in  Scotland,  and  pledge  its  cordial  co-operation 
with  our  brethren  in  Ireland  and  Scotland  in  securing  as  large  an  at- 
tendance and  in  every  other  way  as  influential  and  successful  a  Conven- 
tion as  possible. 

II.  That  Dr.  H.  H.  George,  who  is  to  be  in  Glasgow  at  the  time  of 
meeting  of  the  joint  committees,  be  added  to  the  committee  of  this  Synod. 

III.  That  all  who  may  contemplate  attending  this  Convention  from 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic  be  requested  to  give  their  names  to  Synod's 
committee  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible. 

David  McAllister, 
D.  C.  Martin, 
J.  W.  Sproull, 

S.  MrNAUGHER, 

M.  G.  Euwer, 

The  Committee  was  continued. 

Item  No.  16  was  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business  was  again 
W  ou  the  table. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Devotional  Exercises  was  taken 
ty.  The  remaining  items  were  adopted.  The  report  was  adopted  as 
1  whole,  and  is  as  follows : 


►  Committee. 


J 
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Report  of  Committee  on  Devotional  Exercises* 

We  recommend  that  the  last  half  hour  of  each  forenoon  session  be 
spent  in  devotional  exercises  accoiding  to  the  following  programme  : 

Wednesday — Subject  of  Prayer,  "  That  the  present  meeting  of 
Synod  may  be  guided  by  the  Holy  Spirit."  Chairman,  the  Moderator. 
Opening  remarks  by  Rev.  J.  C.  McPeeters. 

Thursday — Subject  of  prayer,  a  That  we  may  be  taught  how  to 
make  the  testimony  of  our  church  more  efficient."  Chairman)  elder  T. 
B.  Greacen.     Opening  remarks  by  Rev.  J.  S.  Martin. 

Friday — Subject  of  prayer,  "  That  the  Lord  will  pity  and  forgive 
our  suffering  nation,  and  that  it  may  not  be  the  last  to  bring  the  King 
back."  Chairman,  Rev.  R.  J.  Mclsaac.  Opening  remarks  by  Rev.  T. 
H.  Acheson. 

Saturday — Subject  of  prayer,  "  That  all  the  missions  of  our  church 
may  be  blessed."  Chairman,  Dr.  Metheny.  Opening  remarks  by  Rev. 
W.  W.  Carithers. 

Monday — Subject  of  prayer,  "  That  the  Lord  will  bless  all  our  con- 
gregations and  establish  our  whole  mem  be  r&  hip  in  the  truth."  Chair- 
man, elder  T.  H.  Walker.     Opening  remarks  by  Rev.  J.  M.  Wylie. 

Tuesday — Subject  of  prayer,  "  That  our  Father  in  heaven  will  be 
the  God  of  all  our  families,  and  teach  us  to  command  our  children  and 
our  households  after  us,  that  they  may  keep  the  way  of  the  Lord." 
Chairman,  elder  S.  McNauerher.  Opening  remarks  by  Rev.  P.  H. 
Wylie. 

We  recommend  that  each  chairman  control  the  exercises  of  his  day 
in  his  own  way  so  as  to  increase  the  interest  by  variety. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Isaiah  Faris,       ") 
S.J.Crowe,  I       Of  the 

Thomas  Patton,  j   Committee, 
Wm.  Gregg,  J 

The  rule  requiring  Synod  to  continue  in  session  until  5  P.  M.  was 
suspended  for  to-day,  and  Synod  adjourned  at  4.15,  with  prayer  by 
J.  lien  wick  Wylie,  to  meet  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  members  of  the  court  assembled  at  8  o'clock  for  worship,  and 
the  retiring  moderator  preached  from  Isaiah  28  :  5,  6. 


THURSDAY'S    PROCEEDINGS— May  31. 

MORNING   SESSION. 

Synod  met  at  9  o'clock  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  moder- 
ator. 

Roll  called.     Absent :    J.  II.  Pickens  and  S.  G.  Shaw. 

Minutes  read,  amended  and  approved. 

Charles  Clyde,  II.  C.  Reed,  T.  A.  Rusk  and  A.  Ernisse  appeared 
and  took  their  seats  as  memliers  of  the  court. 
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Announcement  was  made  of  the  death  of  Revs.  A.  McFarland  and 
D.  McKee,  who  deceased  since  the  last  meeting  of  Synod. 

P.  H.  Wylie,  J.  M.  Faris  and  D.  H.  McConagha  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  report  on  the  death  of  Rev.  A.  McFarland,  and  D.  H. 
Coulter,  J.  A.  Thompson  and  J.  S.  Bell  on  the  death  of  Rev.  D.  Mc- 
Kee. 

The  moderator  announced  the  following 

COMMITTEES. 

Discipline. — J.  McCracken,  J.  A.  Black,  D.  S.  Faris,  ministers; 
Thomas  E.  Greacen,  Thomas  H.  Walker,  elders. 

Finance. — R.  M.  Sommerville,  D.  H.  Coulter,  T.  P.  Robb,  ministers ; 
Wm.  G.  Carson,  John  Hunter,  elders. 

Missions. — R.  J.  George,  J.  W.  F.  Carlisle,  T.  H.  Walker,  ministers  ; 
J.  K.  Miller,  J.  C.  Calderwood,  (E.  E.,)  elders. 

Theological  Seminary  and  Education. — A.  J.  McFarland,  T.  C. 
Sprooll,  J.  Ren  wick  Wylie,  ministers  ;  Robert  McNeill,  T.  J.  Black- 
wood, elders. 

Sustentation  and  Church  Erection. — J.  W.  Sproull,  J.  C.  Smith,  J. 
M.Foster,  ministers;  W.  I.  McCrea,  Thomas  McClelland,  elders. 

Supplies. — D.  B.  Willson,  J.  M.  Faris,  J.  Milligan  Wylie,  ministers  ; 
G.  R.  Miller,  James  G.  Love,  elders. 

Foreign  Correspondence. — D.  McAllister,  W.  C.  Allen,  D.  Metheny, 
ministers;  I.  R.  McKenry,  A.  Copeland,  elders. 

Travelling  Fund. — S.  G.  Shaw,  J.  S.  Martin,  R.  J.  Mclsaac,  minis- 
ters; J.  8-  Bell,  William  Pollock,  elders. 

RECORDS   OF   PRESBYTERIES. 

Colorado. — J.  R.  Latimer,  T.  J.  Allen,  S.  R.  McClurkin,  ministers 
8.  S.  Armstrong,  D.  G.  McKee,  elders. 

Iowa. — W.  M.  Glasgow,  H.  Easson,  R.  C.  Reed,  ministers ;  W.  M 
George,  L.  M.  Patterson,  elders. 

Kansas. — G.  M.  Robb,  H.  II.  George,  J.  Ralston  Wylie,  ministers 
ft  S.  Anderson,  J.  H.  Pickens,  elders. 

Lakes.— W.  S.  Fulton,  D.  C.  Martin,  P.  IT.  Wylie,  ministers ;  David 
Love,  Henry  Hogg,  elders. 

Ohio. — J.  R.  Thompson,  J.  L.  McCartney,  Isaiah  Faris,  ministers 
Wm.  Pollock,  W.  T.  Anderson,  elders. 

New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia. — G.  R.  McBurney,  J.  B.  Williams 
••0.  Baylis,  ministers;  S.  S.  Smith,  John  Reed,  elders. 

Illinois. — George  Kennedy,  J.  M.  Littlejohn,  J.  M.  Faris,  ministers 
••  K.  Miller,  Thomas  E.  Greacen,  elders. 

New  York. — J.  W.  Dill,  J.  S.  Duncan,  W.  J.  Coleman,  ministers;  II 
Woodside,  W.  B.  Keys,  elders. 

Pittsburgh. — P.  P.  Boyd,  Wm.  Littlejohn,  J.  S.  Thompson,  ministers 
ft  H.  McConagha,  R.  L.  Wallace,  elders. 

Rochester. — M.  A.  Gault,  B.  M.  Sharp,  J.  C.  K.   Faris,  ministers 
"M.  George,  Wm.  McMeekin,  elders. 

Vermont. — R.  J.  Gault,   W.  W.  Caritliers,  S.  McXaugher,  ministers 
ft  Robinson,  S.  W.  Fulton,  elders. 

Philadelphia. — T.  H.  Acheson,  John  Galbraith,  Thomas  McFall, 
agisters;  S.  E.  McElhinney,  It.  C.  Dodds,  elders. 
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The  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theological  Seminary  repoi 
The  report  was  accepted  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Theol 
cal  Seminary  and  Education,  except  so  much  as  relates  to  fitiane 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Committee  on  Sabbath  Schools  reported.  The  report  was 
cepted  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Sabbath  Schools. 

The  Sabbath  School  has  won  its  way  to  a  full  and  honorable  recc 
tion  as  one  of  the  most  important  departments  of  the  work  of  the  chv 
Originating  in  compassion  for  neglected  children  of  irreligious  par 
it  has  gladly  embraced  the  children  of  the  church  and  reaches  01 
the  entire  membership,  claiming  them  either  as  teachers  or  pupils, 
has  adapted  itself  to  the  varied  circumstances  of  the  church  in  all 
fields  of  Christian  activity.  In  mission  work  at  home  and  in  for 
lands  it  holds  a  foremost  place. 

The  congregation  of  evangelical  Christians  without  a  Sabbath  Sc 
is  an  anomaly.  Its  object  is  identical  with  that  of  preaching 
gospel,  namely  the  salvation  of  souls.  It  seeks  first  their  convex 
and  then  their  sanctification  and  instruction  in  saving  knowledge.  ' 
grand  design  of  the  Sabbath  School  must  never  be  lost  sight  of,  no: 
aside  by  the  more  immediate  purpose  of  attracting  and  entertai 
the  young  and  heedless.  In  estimating  the  value  of  the  Sab 
School  we  must  bear  in  mind  the  difficulties  under  which  it  labors. 

1st.  From  want  of  time  for  thorough  teaching.  Week-day  sch 
are  in  session  six  hours  a  day  for  five  days  of  the  week.  The  Sabl 
School  session  is  crowded  into  an  hour  and  often  into  a  half  hour 
is  held  only  once  in  seven  days. 

2d.  From  lack  of  careful  study  of  the  lesson.  Even  in  familie 
the  church,  it  is  difficult  to  secure  a  study  of  the  lesson.  *Witl 
study  by  a  scholar,  a  great  part  of  the  teacher's  labor  is  in  vain. 

It  is  true  that  there  is  an  abundance  of  help.  Lesson  papers,  q 
terlies  and  leaflets  abound,  but  too  often  these  are  so  used  as  to  1 
hindrance  rather  than  a  help.  Too  many  depend  on  a  hurried  reac 
of  a  lesson  paper,  or  what  is  worse  on  the  use  of  it  in  the  class,  to 
and  read  answers,  to  cut  and  dried  questions. 

3rd.  The  very  short  time  allowed  for  the  session  makes  it  necesi 
to  divide  the  school  into  small  manageable  classes  and  to  employ  no 
teachers.  It  is  not  easy  to  secure  enough  capable  and  willing  teaci 
and  therefore  superintendents  must  depend  on  such  material  as  is  fo 
in  the  membership  of  the  church  or  in  the  volunteer  force  of  a 
sion  school.  Piety  and  willingness  do  not  always  compensate  for 
lack  of  training  as  teachers,  or  of  the  special  capacity  that  supplie 
place. 

Under  such  circumstances  it  would  not  be  thought  possible  to  con< 
a  common  school  with  a  reasonable  hope  of  success.  The  result 
Sabbath  School  instruction  in  our  da}'  reflect  honor  on  the  consecn 
zeal  and  the  earnest  desire  for  the  saving  of  souls  and  the  glor; 
Christ  that  animates  the  noble  army  of  Sabbath  School  workers, 
have  noticed  the  Sabbath  School  helps.  The  proper  place  for  thei 
at  home.  Parents  should  study  the  lesson  with  their  children  and 
this  there  is  usually  time  on  the  morning  or  evening  of  the  Sabbal 
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well  as  during  the  week.      In  the  class  the  Bible  alone  should  be  used 
as  the  text  book  and  lesson  book  by  both  teachers  and  pupils. 

Sabbath  School  teaching  is  liable  to  degenerate.  Sometimes  it  becomes 
a  lecture  or  current  exposition;  this  is  much  easier  fof  both  teacher  and 
class  than  asking  and  answering  questions,  that  is,  such  questions  as 
draw  out  the  knowledge  gained  by  study  or  such  as  set  scholars  to  think- 
ing. Even  the  questioning  is  prone  to  lapse  into  mere  leaders,  that  is, 
questions  that  suggest  in  their  very  form  or  tones  the  answers  yes  or 
no ;  a  kind  of  question  that  requires  little  thought  to  ask  and  none  at 
all  to  answer.  Every  question  should  stimulate  thought  and  set  the 
pupil  searching  for  an  appropriate  answer.  Anything  else  save  in  the 
case  of  young  children  is  merely  a  waste  of  time. 

When  the  classes  sit  in  our  immovable  pews  the  teacher  should  stand 
facing  the  class,  except  in  case  of  physical  inability ;  he  should  catch 
and  bold  the  attention  of  each  member  of  the  class.  To  sit  with  back 
to  class  and  read  printed  questions  from  a  lesson  paper  and  have  the 
answers  read  out  of  a  similar  paper  is  a  caricature  of  teaching. 

Nothing  will  secure  uniformity  in  teaching  and  thorough  work  as  well 
as  a  teachers'  meeting.  Whenever  practicable  such  meetings  should  be 
organized.  The  pastor  or  superintendent  should  preside  and  the  Bible 
class  teachers  in  turn  conduct  the  exercise  of  teaching  the  lesson. 

Your  committee  was  directed  to  submit  a  blank  form  for  Sabbath 
School  Report.  We  submit  the  following,  and  recommend  that  blanks 
be  sent  to  clerks  of  presbyteries  to  be  distributed  to  the  congregations 
and  that  the  reports  be  made  to  the  chairman  of  committee  on  Sabbath 
Schools  not  later  than  March  10th. 

Report  of. Sabbath  School. 

For  the  year  ending  December  31,  18 

1.    Superintendent 

2.-  Post  Office 

3.  No.  of  Bible  Classes 

4.  '•     "  Classes  in  Cat echism  or  Psalms 

5.  •«     "  Teachers 

6.  "     •«   Pupils  enrolled 

7.  Average  attendance 

8.  No.  of  Months  of  School 

9.  "■•     "   Hours  of  Session 

10.  Amount  of  Contributions  of  School 

11.  For  what  object 

12.  No.  of  Sabbath  School  scholars  received  into  the  church 

13.  What  lesson  helps  are  used 

14.  Are  they  used  in  class 

16.  What  proportion  of  church  members  are  engaged  in  the  Sabbath 

School 

Remarks 

Superintendent. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  McCracken, 

N.  11.  Johnston, 

S.  M.  Orr,  r    Committee, 

W.  R.  Sterrett, 

E.  G.  Elsey, 

The  Committee  on  the  Signs  of  the  Times  reported.     The  report 
was  accepted  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 
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Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Signs  of  the  Times. 

The  Committee  on  the  Signs  of  the  Times  would  respectfully  report 
the  following 

CAUSES  OF   THANKSGIVING. 

1.  Temporal  good  has  been  bestowed.  The  harvest  of  1893  was 
most  bountiful.  With  all  the  lack  of  employment,  there  has  been 
abundance  of  food,  and  with  the  disposition  to  give  that  has  marked 
the  last  winter  of  distress,  the  poor  have  not  been  left  without  pro- 
vision for  their  wants. 

2.  The  long-suffering  of  God  has  been  continued.  While  there 
have  been  trials,  sore  trials,  yet  God  has  been  gracious  to  our  land, 
meting  out  to  it  less  than  its  iniquity  deserved. 

3.  The  Lord  is  constraining  his  people  to  consider  the  great  ques- 
tion of  national  duty  to  himself.  Too  many  Christians  for  years  past 
have  been  content  to  let  matters  drift,  paying  no  attention  to  the  warn- 
ing that  moral  questions  cannot  be  kept  out  of  politics.  But  the  long 
agitation  that  ended  in  the  opening  of  the  Chicago  Fair  on  the  Sabbath 
brought  out  the  indifference  of  the  authorities  to  the  law  of  Christ. 
The  Lord  rebuked  them  in  the  closing  of  the  Fair  in  gloom.  No  effort, 
however,  is  made  to  recover  the  forfeited  appropriation,  by  the  federal 
authority,  though  the  same  authority  promptly  intervened  to  allow  the 
directory  to  have  its  way  to  profane  the  Sabbath. 

The  scandalous  trial  in  the  district  court  at  Washington  this  spring, 
while  blazoning  the  immorality  of  a  public  man,  has  also  brought  out, 
in  the  failure  of  the  move  to  vacate  his  seat  in  Congress,  the  low  tone 
of  morality  in  the  representatives  of  the  people. 

The  present  backset  in  the  movement  to  amend  the  Preamble  of  the 
Constitution  shows  to  many  who  would  fondly  think  otherwise,  the 
national  infidelity,  and  the  rebellion  against  the  Lord  and  his  Christ. 

All  these  events  have  made  the  Lord's  people  more  ready  to  hear, 
they  awaken  attention.  Since  revival  must  begin  with  them,  we  are  to 
be  thankful  that  eyes  once  closed  are  open,  to  discern  the  grave  issues 
in  public  life.  And  as  the  ultra  Died  Scott  decision  had  some  founda- 
tion in  the  painful  fact  of  national  complicity  with  wrong,  so  the  search 
will  disclose  the  remissness  of  the  nation  in  its  fundamental  law. 

4.  There  have  been  tokens  of  the  moving  of  the  Holy  Spirit  upon 
the  hearts  of  men,  in  the  awakened  religious  interest  in  many  parts  of 
the  country.  There  are  signs  also  of  renewed  consecration  of  youth- 
ful lives  to  the  service  of  Christ  for  the  fields  that  are  calling  now  for 
laborers. 

5.  Hoping  for  yet  better  tilings,  we  do  most  ot  all  express  our 
thanks  to  Almighty  God  for  his  exceeding  great  and  precious  promises. 
Amid  all  the  perplexing  problems  in  Church  and  State,  while  the  out- 
look from  the  human  side  is  not  encouraging,  yet  looking  to  the  divine 
word,  we  have  the  gracious  assurances,  that  the  earth  shall  be  full  of 
the  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  that  Israel  shall  be  gathered,  and  that  the 
kingdoms  of  this  world  shall  become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  of 
his  Christ.  In  view  then  of  the  mercy  and  goodness  of  God  through 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  Synod  appoints  the  last  Thursday  #f  Novem- 
ber, or  the  day  of  national  thanksgiving,  to  be  observed  as  a  day  of 
thanksgiving  by  the  people  under  its  care. 
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CAUSES  OF  FASTING. 

It  requires  no  desponding  mind,  drawing  in  dark  colors  the  features 
of  the  year  now  past,  to  give  reasons  why  the  people  of  God  should 
humble  themselves  before  him.     We  specify  : 

1.  The  commercial  and  industrial  distress.  This  has  continued 
long,  and  has  pervaded  the  whole  land.  Prosperity  has  been  followed 
by  great  adversity,  and  thousands  have  little  or  no  work. 

2.  The  spirit  of  oppression  and  violence.  No  one  can  single  out  a 
section  of  the  country.  The  course  of  the  nation  towards  the  Chinese 
makes  oppression  a  national  sin.  They  have  been  subjected  to  adverse 
special  legislation,  and  already  Turkey  has  availed  herself  of  this  re- 
public's concessions  as  to  a  nation's  power  against  the  stranger,  and 
also  as  would  be  expected  China  herself  has  followed,  when  the  United 
States  violates  the  divine  rule  that  the  law  should  bear  equally  on  the 
native  and  the  stranger.  Violence  also  marks  communities  in  all  parts 
of  the  land. 

3.  The  spirit  of  discontent.  The  perils  of  the  republic  for  many 
years  after  its  birth  came  from  questions  relating  to  the  European  wars, 
in  entangling  alliances.  Then  graver  perils  came  from  intestinal  strife 
as  to  slavery.  Now  the  peril  comes  from  disputes  on  economic  and  in- 
dustrial questions.  There  are  ominous  signs  that  this  land,  with  its 
policy,  cannot  remain  free  from  the  disorders  of  other  lands.  With  its 
doors  open  to  the  masses  of  the  eastern  continent,  uneducated  and  de- 
based, to  claim  a  license  here  that  they  have  not  at  home,  and  with  its 
settled  divorce  of  Religion  and  the  State,  the  nation  loosens  the  reins 
for  the  evil  heart,  and  does  not  avail  itself  of  the  training  to  counter- 
act its  working.  There  is  such  an  idolatry  of  Secularism,  as  though 
the  only  danger  to  be  dreaded  is  Religion,  and  as  though  there  is  a 
possible  neutrality  between  the  evil  and  the  good,  maintainable  by  the 
State. 

4.  The  prevalence  of  vice.     There  is  no  surer  index  than  the  drink- 
ing habit,  and  this  is  on  the  increase.     The  government  report  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1893,  gives  painful  details.    When  the  indulgence 
in  tobacco,  and  liquor  is  increasing,  we  may  be  sure  that  the  daily  life 
of  the  people  is  deteriorating.     Taking  this  indulgence  then  as  a  sign, 
we  note  that  128,561,728  gallons  of  spirits  were  produced  during  the 
year.    The  increase  over  the  former  year  was  13,88*2,874  gallons.     The 
revenue  to  the  government  was  $94,720,260.     The  revenue   from  fer- 
mented liqnor  was  $32,548,983,  an  increase  of  $2,511,530.     The  reve- 
nue from  tobacco  was  $31,889,771,  an  increase  of  $889,218.     And  as  to 
the  foreign  traffic,  it  appears  in  a  review  of  ten  years,  that  while  4,001,- 
500  cigarettes  were  exported  in  1892,  in  1893  the  number  was  397,826,- 
260,  and  the  total  tobacco  export  was  15,821,686  pounds.     In  all  this 
fearful  exhibit,  the  State  appears  rather  as  deriving  much  of  its  reve- 
nue from  the  vices  of  its  people,  than  as  teaching  them  the  fear  of  (Jod. 
The  Church  has  too  much   thrust  upon  it,  with   this  opposing  force 
against  it  in  the  efforts  to  enlighten  and  to  save. 

5.  The  mass  of  the  unconverted.  This  impresses  us  not  only  as  to 
heathen  lands,  but  as  to  our  own  communities.  The  more  this  fact  is 
considered,  less  means  will  be  used  in  self-indulgence,  and  in  luxurious 
appointments  of  worship,  and  more  in  giving  to  men  the  word  of  God, 
which  is  able  to  make  them  wise  unto  salvation. 
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6.  The  crowning  public  sorrow  of  the  year  is  the  rejection  by  a 
committee  of  Congress  of  the  divine  claim  to  constitutional  recogni- 
tion.   The  merited  consequences  are  fearful  to  contemplate. 

We  have  given  six  causes  of  fasting.  Some  of  them  are  related 
together  as  causes  and  effects.  We  quote  in  this  connection  the  words  of 
the  I  lth  chapter  of  1st  Kings :  "  Solomon  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the 
Lord,     .  and  the  Lord  was  angry  with  Solomon,  because  his 

heart  was  turned  from  the  Lord  God  of  Israel.  .  And  the 

Lord  stirred  up  an  adversary  unto  Solomon,  .  .  .  and  God  stirred 
him  up  another  adversary."  Dissension  came  with  impiety  and  immor- 
ality. 

For  the  prevailing  sins  and  the  divine  judgments,  Synod  appoints 
the  Thursday  of  the  week  of  prayer,  the  second  Thursday  of  January 
next,  to  be  observed  as  a  day  of  fasting,  humiliation  and  prayer  by  the 
people  under  its  care.  D.  B.  Willson, 

J.  W.  Dill, 

J.  F.  Crozier,     y  Committee. 
R.  S.  Edgar, 
Robert  Wylib, 

The  Committee  on  Temperance  reported.  The  report  was  accepted. 
The  resolutions  were  taken  up  item  by  item  and  adopted.  The  report 
was  adopted  as  a  whole,  and  is  as  follows : 

Report  of  Committee  on  Temperance. 

The  Temperance  Question  claims  the  serious,  attention  of  jevery  Chris- 
tian patriot.    Many  sided  in  its  .aspects  and  relations,  it  has  beeome  % 
prominent  and  potent  factor  in  many  of  the  social,  political  and  religious    \ 
problems  of  to-day.     Whether  we  look  at  the  drink  traffic  socially,  * 
politically,  morally  or  spiritually,  it  seems  to  be  the  great  enemy  to  , 
every  form  of  true  prosperity  and  disastrous  in  its  results.     According 
to  the  Internal  Revenue  Statistics  for  1893,  "  the  quantity  of  grain  used  | 
for  the   production  of  spirits  during  the  fiscal  year  was   29,030,409  \ 
bushels."    Instead  of  being  converted  into  bread  to  feed  the  hungry  { 
this  grain  was  made  to  produce  126,545,017  gallons  of  spirits  to  increase   - 
poverty  and  crime  in  the  land.     The  direct  cost  of  liquor  to  the  United 
States  is  estimated  at  $1,200,000,000  annually,  to  which  may  be  added 
$300,000,000  to  cover  losses  resulting  from  its  use ;  while  the  drink 
bill  in  Canada  amounts  to  about  $40,000,000.      If  the  enormous  sum 
invested  in  this  death-dealing  business,  were  circulated  through  cleaner 
and  healthier  channels,  no  proposed  changes  in  tariff  laws  could  occa- 
sion the   commercial  depression   under  which  this  country  has  been 
groaning  for  months.   The  money  worse  than  wasted  in  this  way  would 
enable  the  church  to  extend  its  missionary  enterprises  manifold.     How 
humiliating  to  reflect  that  for  every  dollar  devoted  to  the  spread  of 
the  gospel,  America  spends  $218  on  liquor  and  $114  on  tobacco. 

The  design  of  the  temperance  movement  is  remedial,  educative  and 
preventive  : 

It  would,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  gospel,  the  divinely 
appointed  agency  in  the  regeneration  of  society,  rescue  those  who  have 
been  brought  under  the  influence  of  an  enslaving  habit.  It  was  a  wise 
reply  that  a  Christian  woman  made  to  one  who  asked  her  what  was  the 
best  gold  cure  for  drunkeness  :     The  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
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It  would  persuade  professors  of  religion  that  total  abstinence  is  one 
of  thQ  great  lessons  that  the  grace  which  bringeth  salvation  teaches  us. 

And  it  would  protect  men  from  temptation  by  the  enactment  and 
enforcement  of  prohibitory  laws. 

The  friends  of  the  cause  have  been  ad  active  as  ever  during  the  year;  and 
though  the  practical  results  are  not  very  marked,  popular  sentiment  in 
foror  of  prohibition  is  evidently  growing.  The  question  in  one  form 
or  another  has  been  before  at  least  fourteen  State  legislatures,  and  in 
three  States,  New  Jersey,  Kentucky  and  Texas,  laws  were  passed  requir- 
ing the  public  schools  to  "  teach  the  nature  and  effect  of  alcohol  on  the 
human  system."  This  is  certainly  a  step  in  advance.  In  Canada  which 
is  10  closely  identified  with  our  own  country,  a  triumph  has  been  won. 
The  voters,  in  five  out  of  its  seven  provinces,  including  wealthy  and 
influential  Ontario,  have  expressed  themselves  by  overwhelming  major- 
ities in  favor  of  prohibition.  Even  the  cities  have  shown  a  majority, 
every  ward  in  Halifax,  N.  S.  voting  "  yea."  Perhaps  nothing  has  given 
more  encouragement  to  the  friends  of  temperance  than  the  decision  of 
the  supreme  court  of  Indiana,  which  declares  that  "  if  a  saloon  causes 
property  to  depreciate  in  value  it  is  a  nuisance  within  the  law  and  can 
be  abated,"  and  also  that  "  the  person  who  operates  the  saloon  is  liable 
in  damages  to  the  injured  party."  One  end  of  civil  government  is  that 
the  citizens  of  a  country  u  may  lead  quiet  and  peaceable  lives  in  all  god- 
liness and  honesty ; "  and,  as  the  liquor  traffic  is  directly  opposed  to 
this  beneficient  design,  a  policy  of  repression  is  scriptural  and  right. 

In  our  opinion  the  great  obstacle  to  the  overthrow  of  the  drink  sys- 
tem is  the  apathy  of  the  professing  church  of  Christ.  When  the  Chris- 
tian people  of  this  land,  loyal  to  Christ  as  King  and  wholly  consecrated, 
ise  in  the  power  of  his  Spirit  and  demand  it,  the  end  will  come  and 
3od  will  be  glorified. 

We  offer  the  following  resolutions  : 

1.  Our  church,  in  the  teaching  of  its  ministry,  the  exercise  of  disci- 
dine,  and  the  example  of  its  membership,  will  continue  to  throw  the 
rhole  weight  of  its  influence  on  the  side  of  total  abstinence  and  prohi- 
bition. 

2.  As  Christian  citizens,  "  bound  to  regulate  all  our  civil  relations, 
Uachments,  profession  and  deportment  by  our  allegiance  and  loyalty 
o  the  Lord,"  we  will  not  cease  to  testify  against  the  protection  by 
pvern mental  sanction  of  a  traffic  that  is  sapping  the  foundations  of 
ociety,  impeding  the  progress  of  the  gospel  in  heathen  countries  and 
lacing  this  nation,  in  both  these  respects,  in  an  attitude  of  hostility  to 
lie  Supreme  Will  of  our  mediatorial  King,  Lawgiver  and  Judge.  We 
ill  endeavor,  in  our  intercourse  with  other  Christian  denominations,  to 
ad  them  to  take  the  same  high  position.  No  permanence  is  to  be 
toked  for  in  social  reforms  until  there  is  radical  reform  at  the  fountain 
ead  of  civil  society. 

3.  We  renew  our  condemnation  of  the  use  of  tobacco,  as  being 
osely  identified  in  its  injurious  effects  with  the. curse  of  strong  drink, 
id  we  warn  the  young  against  this  insidious  evil,  of  which  the  London 
ancetj  a  very  high  medical  authority,  says,  4t  It  is  time  that  the  atten- 
m  of  all  responsible  persons  should  be  seriously  directed  to  the  preva- 
at  increase  of  tobacco-smoking  among  boys.  Stinted  growth,  im- 
ired  digestion,  palpitation  and  other  evidences  of  nerve  exhaustion 
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and  irritability  have  again  and  again  impressed  the  lesson  of  abstinence, 
which  has  hitherto  been  far  too  little  regarded.*'  We  cordially  com- 
mend the  anti-cigarette  clubs  recently  formed  in  some  of  our  public 
schools,  whose  members  are  pledged  not  to  smoke  until  they  shall  have 
reached  tiie  age  of  twenty  one  years.  On  every  one  in  the  ministry  and 
membership  of  the  church  we  enjoin  obedience  to  the  divine  command, 
il  Keep  thyself  pure.*'  R.  M.  Sommerville,  )       nfih, 

Papers  were  called  for,  received  and  numbered  as  follows: 

Paper  No.  15.  Complaint  and  appeal  of  J.  G.  Dodds  and  others 
against  Pittsburgh  Presbytery;  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Diaci- 
pline. 

Paper  No.  16.  Relating  to  the  same  case.  Referred  to  the  same 
committee. 

The  Committee  on  Psalmody  reported.  The  report  was  accepted. 
Pending  the  adoption  of  the  report,  the  hour  arrived  for  devotional 
exercises. 

After  spending  one-half  hour  in  these  services,  Syuod  took  a  recess 
to  meet  at  half-past  one  o'clock.     Prayer  by  W.  W.  Car i there. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Synod  met  at  the  appointed  hour,  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by 
J.  L.  McCartney. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  R.  C.  Dodds,  Hogg,  A.  W.  Johnston,  J. 
G.  McFeeters,  Robert  Me  I  suae,  Raitt  and  Stevenson  were  absent 

Wm.  Littlejohn  appeared  and  took  his  seat  as  a  member  of  the 
court. 

An  invitation  was  extended  to  Synod  to  meet  next  year  iu  Denver; 
also,  an  invitation  to  meet  in  Brooklyn.  The  invitations  were  laid  on 
the  table  for  the  present. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Psalmody  was  taken  up  and 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Psalmody. 

The  life  of  man  is  at  its  best  and  happiest  when  it  is  fully  conformed 
to  the  laws  of  God.     In  keeping  the  commandments  there  is  great  re- 
ward.    This  principle  seems  specially  worthy  of  our  consideration  when   '< 
we  come  near  before  God  in  sanctuary  service. 

Having,  as  we  are  fully  persuaded  that  we  have,  a  manual  of  prai* 
that  is  both  divinely  written  and  divinely  authorized,  any  departure 
from  it  must  be  damaging  to  the  spiritual  interests  of  men. 

The  existence  of  the  book  of  Psalms  as  a  part  of  the  Scripture  canon, 
together  with  their  use  in  the  praise  services  of  the  Old  Testament  dis- 
pensation and  also  by  our  Saviour  and  the  early  Christian  church,  satisfy 
us  that  it  is  best  to  "  praise  God  in  the  words  of  David  and  Asaph  the 


seer." 


Considering  the  subject  of  praise  as  it  is  before  the  majority  of  the 
evangelical  churches,  we  find  that  there  is  really  no  standard.    The 
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denominations,  indeed  we  may  say  the  congregations,  are  a  law  unto 
themselves ;  and  withal  there  exists  a  spirit  of  unrest  that  frequent 
changes  seem  rather  to  foster  than  to  allay.  We  observe  also  among 
the  churches  a  lowering  of  tone  both  as  to  the  matter  and  the  manner 
of  praise.  The  grave,  sweet  minor  harmonies  that  our  forefathers  sang 
and  the  simple  but  stately  music  of  the  Gregorian  chant  are  seldom 
heard ;  but  instead  there  is  a  demand  for  songs  of  a  flippant  and  often 
tunes  an  impudent  character,  bordering  very  closely  on  the  profane. 
8ome  of  these  are  an  offence  to  the  musical  ear,  a  violation  of  the  rules 
of  poetry,  antagonistic  to  many  of  the  creeds,  yes,  even  a  travesty  upon 
revealed  truth. 

Still  the  Psalms  are  not  lost.  In  most  ol  the  regular  church  hymnals 
the  23d,  the  40th,  and  the  100th  are  to  be  found.  Some  contain  the 
whole  150.  A  large  Presbyterian  congregation  in  New  York  City  have 
our  Revised  Psalter  bound  up  in  the  back  of  their  hymn  book.  It  is  a 
tact  worth  mentioning,  that  at  the  opening  of  the  notable  Parliament 
of  Religion,  held  last  year,  the  assembly  sang,  "All  people  that  on  earth 
do  dwell."  Another  fact  that  may  be  placed  along  with  this,  is  that  a 
series  of  evangelistic  services  held  while  the  Columbian  Exposition  was 
in  progress,  closed  with  an  explanation  of  the  23d  Psalm. 

While  we  lift  again  our  testimony  for  the  Psalms  of  the  Spirit,  believ- 
ing them  to  be  both  poetry  and  truth,  the  only  safe  and  divinely  ap- 
pointed standard  of  praise,  questions  will  rise  as  to  translation  and 
versification,  the  adaptation  of  tunes  and  the  rendition  of  praise.  These 
are  questions  that  cannot  be  answered  now,  we  can  only  hope  to 
go  on  unto  perfection.  One  question  that  covers  many  respecting  our 
practical  testimony  for  the  Psalms  is  this,  How  can  we  best  commend 
them  to  those  who  are  strangers  to  their  use  ?  In  answer  to  this,  we 
submit  the  following  : 

They  should  be  sung  readily,  as  words  with  which  we  are  familiar. 
This  makes  it  necessary  that  they  be  memorized.  The  International 
Lessons  have  in  late  years  to  a  great  extent  crowded  the  study  of  the 
Psalms  out  of  both  our  Sabbath  Schools  and  our  homes.  Instead  of 
aking  up  the  "  Christmas  "  and  ''  Easter ''  lessons  that  are  asssigned,  it 
»ould  be  better  for  us  to  devote  these  Sabbaths  to  a  special  study  of 
he  Psalms.  Let  them  at  least  be  restored  as  far  as  possible  to  their 
>ld  place  of  prominence  in  our  course  of  religious  instruction-  In 
amily  worship  and  in  Sabbath  School  service  it  would  be  well  to  sing 
frequently  the  Psalms  that  the  children  know,  and  thus  impress  them 
the  more  firmly  upon  the  memory.  In  the  prayer-meeting  they  might 
he  sang  occasionally  without  either  announcement  or  reading.  It  is 
only  by  depending  upon  and  exercising  the  memory  that  its  powers  can 
be  increased  or  its  capacity  even  known. 

The  Psalms  need  explanation.  One  reason  why  they  are  not  appre- 
ciated is  because  they  are  not  understood.  The  superficial  sentiment 
of  the  modern  hymn  is  easily  caught;  but  it  is  not  so  with  many  of  the 
Psalms.  The  counsel  that  we  find  here  in  the  heart  of  the  Spirit  is  like 
deep  water,  and  it  requires  understanding  to  draw  it  out.  Doubtless 
there  are  many  hymn-singers  of  whom  it  may  be  said  that  they  have 
ie?er  known  the  Psalms.  Some  have  been  won  over  to  the  use  of  in- 
fpired  psalmody  by  the  Sabbath  morning  explanation.  This  part  of 
mr  public  service  should  be  neither  omitted  nor  abbreviated,  but  should 
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rather  receive  special  attention  in  these  days  from  those  who  conduct 
the  public  devotions. 

In  the  praise  service  it  is  believed  the  cause  of  sacred  psalmody  would 
be  advanced  by  greater  simplicity.  Some  of  our  tunes  are  pitched  too 
high  for  congregational  singing.  Congregations  do  not  sing  easily 
above  E  of  the  scale.  F,  quite  frequently  met  with  in  our  music,  is 
too  high,  while  G  and  A  flat,  occasionally  found,  are  notes  beyond  the 
range  of  the  majority  of  voices.  Our  tunes  should  have  a  plain  and 
flowing  movement,  requiring  no  great  compass  of  voice.  Such  tones 
as  Boylston  and  Naomi  never  grow  old  ;  and  yet  they  are  simple,  the 
former,  keeps  within  six  notes  and  the  latter  covers  only  five.  Asso- 
ciation will  help  to  glad  and  earnest  singing.  Let  the  same  tune  be 
sung  to  a  certain  Psalm;  for  example  Warwick  to  the  closing  verses  of 
the  72d,  Old  Hundred  to  the  100th  L.  M.,  and  Olives  Brow  to  the 
137 th  S.  M.  By  the  melody,  many  a  poor  hymn  has  been  made  popu- 
lar ;  and  by  the  words  many  an  imperfect  tune  has  been  immortalized, 
Would  it  not  be  well  to  secure  the  help  of  this  principle  for  the  in- 
spired Psalms?  The  aim  of  future  revisers  and  music  committees 
should  be  to  secure  the  best  possible  version  of  each  Psalm,  let  it  be  in 
whatever  metre  it  may,  and  to  select  the  most  appropriate  tune  for  that 
Psalm.     Thus  the  people  will  associate  words  and  music. 

Finally  as  to  the  item  leferred  to  your  committee  by  the  Synod  of  last 
year,  namely  recommendation  three  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Sabbatli  Schools,  "  That  a  convenient  selection  of  Psalms  in.  various 
metres  be  prepared  from  our  new  version  for  use  in  Sabbath  Schools*/' 
we  find  that  an  experienced  committee  reported  in  1891,  the  i%  The  de- 
mand was  not  large  enough  to  warrant  the  preparation  of  selections 
for  Sabbath  Schools  and  evangelistic  services."  The  Synod  of  that 
year  recommended  :  u  That  the  committee  be  not  required  to  prepare 
a  book  of  selections,  until  the  expense  of  publishing  the  Psalter  has 
been  fully  met.'*  This  expense  has  not  yet  been  met  by  many  hundred 
dollars,  and  we  judge  that  the  demand  for  a  book  of  selections  would 
not  be  much  larger  than  it  was  three  years  ago.  Still  we  think  that 
the  book  contemplated  might  well  be  issued  as  soon  as  practicable. 

We  recommend : 

1.  That  special  attention  be  given  to  the  matter  of  memorizing  the 
Psalm 8  both  in  the  home  and  Sabbath  School,  and  that  in  family  and 
social  worship  they  be  frequently  sung  from  memory. 

2.  That  Synod  commend  the  time-honored  practice  of  explaining 
the  Psalms,  as  part  of  the  public  service  of  the  Sabbath. 

3.  That  scholar  and  singer,  precentor  and  people  aim  at  simplicity 
rather  than  elaboration  in  the  praise  service  of  the  congregation. 

4.  That  no  action  be  taken  b}r  Synod  at  present  in  reference  to 
publishing  a  book  of  selections  from  the  Psalter. 

S.  G.  Shaw, 
T.  II.  Walker, 
G.  P.  11 A  ITT, 
William  Martin, 
J.  R.  Steele, 


Committee. 


The  Committee  on  the  Sabbath  reported.    The  report  was  received. 
The  resolutions  were  taken  up  seriatim.     Resolutions  1,  2,  4,  5  and  6 
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tere  adopted.     The  third  .resolution  was  re-committed,  and  the  report 
was  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

The  Committee  on  Testimony  Bearing  reported.  The  report  was 
accepted  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

Report. of  Committee  on  Testimony  Bearing . 

Oar  fifth  term  of  communion  pledges  us  to  an  approbation  of  the 
faithful  contending^  of  the  martyrs  of  Jesus  as  a  noble  example  for  us 
to  follow  in  the  maintenance  and  proclamation  of  truth  however  un- 
willing men  may  be  to  hear  it  and  however  far  off  may  be  its  realization. 
This  pledge  makes  us  peculiarly  a  witnessing  church.  We  are  here 
bound  to  contend  for  all  truth  and  to  testify  against  all  contrary  evils. 
The  Covenanter  Church  will  come  short  of  her  obligations  unless  she 
is  able  to  say  to  each  passing  generation,  "  I  shrank  not  from  declaring 
unto  you  the  whole  counsel  of  God." 

Tour  committee  in  seeking  to  lead  both  the  nation  and  each  indi- 
vidual citizen  into  complete  loyalty  to  Christ  as  the  King  has  not  con- 
fined itself  to  a  narrow  line  of  argument.     As  representing  the  church 
we  have  sought  as  time  and  means  permitted  to  use  the  principles  of 
the  church  in  urging  her  conclusions.      During  the  last  year  we  have 
printed  5,000  copies  of  an  able  argument  on  u  Social  Covenanting  "  by 
Rev.  R.  C.  Wylie,  which  shows  from  the  nature  of  the  state  that  it 
should  enter  into  covenant  with  Christ ;  40,000  copies  of  an  argument 
by  Rev.N.  R.  Johnston,  on  "  Christ  Jesus,  Lord  of  Nations, ''  showing 
Che  relation  in  which  nations  stand  to  him ;  5,000  copies  of  the  tract 
entitled,  u  Is  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  Christian  ?  ''  show- 
ing that  our  nation  has  failed  to  recognize  Christ  and  his  law ;  40,000 
copies  of  the  tract  entitled,  "  Reasons  for  not  Voting,*'  and  5,000  copies 
of  **  Christ's,"  by  Dr.  R.  J.  George,  both  warning  men  against  the  evil 
of  swearing  to  carry  on  government  according  to  a  law  which  does  not 
recognize  Christ  or  his  word,  and  urging  to  a  faithful  testimony  on  his 
behalf.     We  have  also  sent  out  a  few  hundred  copies  of  a  tract  by  Dr. 
C.  D.  Trumbull  on  "  The  Relation  of  Covenanters  to  the  Government 
of  the   United   States"  and    of  a   sermon    by  Rev.  James  Dick  on 
11  The  Authority  of  Christ."     In  all  a  few   oVer  95,000  tracts.      The 
number  remaining  on  our  shelves  is  about  the  same  as  last  year.     In 
addition  we  have  sent  out,  mainly  to  our  own  people,  5,000  copies  of 
"Psalmody,"  by  Dr.  R.  M.  Sommerville,  and  5,000  copies  of  Dr.  Kerr's 
tract  on  Instrumental  Music. 
We  have  also  arranged  for  and  held  a  few  meetings  chiefly  for  the 
j    purpose  of  testing  how  the  presentation  of  the  whole  truth  on  this 
[    subject  would  be   received.      While  there  is  some  little  difliculty  in 
securing  an  opportunity  to  present  this  subject  there  is  as  good  an 
attendance  as  on  any  other  reform  meeting  and   the  people  are  always 
interested  and  give  it  a  candid  and  often  a  sympathetic  hearing. 

In  urging  the  conclusion  that  not  only  is  the  adoption  of  a  Christian 
amendment  to  the  national  constitution  imperative,  but  that  in  the 
meantime  it  is  the  duty  of  every  consistent  Christian  to  abstain  from 
identification  with  the  present  constitution  and  to  testify  for  Christ's 
rights,  we  find  it  necessary  to  state  every  step  of  the  argument  with 
clearness  and  force,  for  it  is  only  strong  premises  that  will  support  a 
strong  conclusion.     Christ's  kingship  must  be  made  a  living  truth.     The 
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unchristian  character  of  the  Constitution  must  be  made  clear  as  a  mathe- 
matical demonstration.  The  duty  of  the  State  to  acknowledge  Christ 
and  submit  to  his  law  must  be  driven  home  on  the  conscience.  And 
the  faith  that  will  do  right  and  labor  for  the  Master  without  being  able  to 
see  the  way  clear  to  the  end  must  be  called  upon  as  the  highest  develop- 
ment of  spiritual  life.  To  labor  for  such  a  conclusion  does  much  to 
strengthen  a  man's  own  conviction. 

At  the  same  time  a  work  which  brings  us  in  the  face  of  opposition 
leads  us  to  understand  in  a  fuller  sense  than  ever  before  the  wisdom  of 
the  word  which  declares  that  '*  the  servant  of  the  Lord  must  not  strive, 
but  be  gentle  unto  all  men,  apt  to  teach,  patient,  in  meekness  instruct* 
ing  those  that  oppose  themselves."  Courage  combined  with  kindness 
seldom  fails  of  securing  respect.  Does  not  the  Lord  honor  us  greatly 
in  calling  us  to  so  great  and  so  difficult  a  work  ? 

We  venture  also  to  urge  this  work  on  your  consideration  because  the 
time  seems  to  us  to  be  short.  The  apprehension  of  coming  judgment 
is  widespread  and  if  we  have  any  message  that  will  help  to  lead  men 
out  of  darkness  and  into  loyalty  to  Christ,  it  should  be  delivered  soon. 
And  we  need  to  do  it  on  our  own  account.  We  are  not  willing  to  carry 
the  responsibility  of  an  undelivered  message.  Caleb  and  Joshua  may 
fail  to  save  Israel  from  rebellion,  but  they  will  not  fail  to  save  them- 
selves by  their  faithfulness. 

We  offer  the  following  recommendations : 

1.  That  we  enter  on  the  work  of  Testimony  Bearing  as  a  duty  re* 
quired  of  us  by  our  divine  King,  by  our  country  and  by  our  fellow ■ 
men,  a  duty  which  we  dare  not,  as  we  have  no  desire  to,  avoid. 

2.  That  instead  of  holding  our  distinctive  principles  in  an  apolo- 
getic manner,  we  give  to  them  the  aggressive  advocacy  that  will  lead 
men  to  question  the  rightfulness  of  voting  rather  than  to  question  the 
propriety  of  abstaining  from  sworn  complicity  with  an  unchristian 
Constitution. 

3.  That  testimony  bearing  be  not  regarded  as  confined  to  a  condem- 
nation of  evil,  but  as  exaraplified  also  in  stating  or  defending  the  truth. 

4.  That  our  ministers  be  urged  to  seek  opportunities  to  present  the 
testimony  of  the  church  in  its  fullness,  and  that  our  people  be  encour- 
aged to  aid  their  ministers  in  tains  work  and  to  continue  their  work  in 
the  dissemination  of  literature. 

5.  That  in  all  this  work  we  study  the  Spirit  and  methods  of  our 
Lord  and  his  apostles  that  the  truth  may  have  free  course,  and  that  no 
want  of  tact,  devotion  and  courage  may  be  found  on  our  part  in  doing 
the  work  which  God  has  set  before  us. 

W.  J.  Coleman, 
T.  C.  Sproull, 
R.  J.  Gault, 
Oliver  Wylie, 
John  T.  Morton, 


Committee. 


The  rule  as  to  the  hour  of  adjournment  was  suspended,  and  at  4.30 
p.  M.  Synod  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock. 
Prayer  by  D.  B.  Willson. 
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FRIDAY'S    PROCEEDINGS— June  I. 

MORNING  SESSION. 

Synod  met  at  9  o'clock,  and  was  constituted  with  prayer  by  the 

oderator. 

At  roll  call  Blackwood,  Montgomery,  Pickens  and  Toland  were 

sent. 

A.  Copeland,  W.  P.  Johnston,  G.  Kennedy,  J.  S.  Thompson,  W.  A. 

»rvey,  I.  T.  E.  McBurney  and  A.  C.  Coulter  appeared  and  took  their 

its  as  members  of  the  court. 

The  minutes   of   yesterday's  sessions   were   read,   amended   and 

proved. 

Paper  No.  17.     Petition  of  D.  Metheny,  asking  the  election  of 

issionaries  to  China ;  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

issions. 

The  moderator  announced  the  following 


Order  of  Business. — J.  McCracken,  S.  J.  Crowe,  W.  S.  Fulton,  min- 
bers;  R.  McNeill,  W.  B.  Keys,  elders. 

Devotional  Exercises. — J.   W.   Dill,  J.  R.  Latimer,  J.  S.  Duncan, 
inisters ;  J.  G.  McFeeters.  R.  L.  Wallace,  elders. 
Evangelistic    Work.— J.  W.  F.  Carlisle,  G.  M.  Robb,  S.  G.  Shaw, 
inisters;  J.  C.  Calderwood,  (Boston,)  Hugh  Woodburn,  elders. 
Presbyterial  Reports. — R.  0.  Reed,  G.  R.  McBurney,  T.  A.  Rusk, 
inisters ;  I.  R.  McKenry,  Wm.  Pollock,  elders. 

National  Reform. — J.  W.  Sproull,  S.  R.  Wallace,  J.  C.  Smith,  minis- 
re;  J.  K.  Miller,  T.  H.  Walker,  elders. 

Psalmody. — James  Kennedy,  T.  C.  Sproull,  W.  J.  Coleman,  minis- 
re;  John  A.  Dodds,  L.  M.  Patterson,  elders. 

Printing  and  Publishing. — R.  C.  Montgomery,  J.  Ralston  Wylie,  S. 
Conner,  ministers;  D.  S.  Anderson,  S.  McNaugher,  elders. 
Sabbath. — J.  R.  Wylie,  W.  McFarland,  S.  McNaugher,  ministers; 
airy  Hogg,  John  Reed,  elders. 

Sabbath  School. — D.  McAllister,  J.  S.  Martin,  T.  H.  Acheson,  minis- 
b;  S.  S.  Armstrong,  Thomas  MacClement,  elders. 
Secret  Societies. — T.  P.  Robb,  T.  H.  Walker,  A.  Kilpatrick,  ministers; 
.  I.  McCrea,  T.  J.  Blackwood,  elders. 

Signs  of  the    Times.—  H.  H.  George,  J.  M.  Foster,  Thomas  Patton, 
Bisters  ;  Thomas  E.  Greacen,  A.  Mackie,  elders. 
Systematic  Beneficence. — T.  P.    Stevenson,    D.   B.   Willson,  J.  R. 
mnpson,  ministers;  John  Hunter,  D.  G.  McKee,  elders. 
Temperance. — D.  H.  Coulter,   R.  J.  George,   T.  J.  Allen,  ministers  ; 
i.  Love,  F.  L.  McClelland,  elders. 

t  was 

lesolved,     That  in  view  of  the  necessities  of  the  work,  and  in  view 
lie  willingness  of  the  people  to  contribute  to  the  cause,  Rev.  A.  J. 
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McFarland  be  appointed  to  devote  himself  to  the  work  of  testimony 
bearing,  in  co-operation  with  the  committee  on  that  subject  and  under 
its  direction,  the  remuneration  to  be  $1,200  a  year  and  expenses;  it 
being  understood  that  the  committee  will  in  no  case  incur  obligation 
beyond  the  means  secured  or  subscribed  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
work. 

T.  P.  Stevenson,  D.  S.  Faris  and  J.  C.  Calderwood,  (East  End)  were 
appointed  to  confer  with  Mr.  McFarland  as  to  his  acceptance  of  the 
service  to  which  he  has  been  chosen. 

R.  M.  Sommerville,  R.  J.  George  and  A.  G.  Coulter  were  appointed 
to  nominate  a  delegation  to  Washington  for  the  purpose  of  seeking 
such  official  action  in  behalf  of  those  United  States  citizens,  repre- 
senting us  in  the  Turkish  Empire,  as  shall  secure  them  from  invidious 
discrimination  against  them  in  regard  to  their  rights,  confirmed  to 
them  in  the  Berlin  Treaty. 

The  Committee  on  Discipline  presented  a  partial  report,  which  was 
accepted  and  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

The  Presbytery  of  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia  reported. 
Report  accepted  and  referred  to  Committee  on  Presbyterial  Reports. 

The  Presbytery  of  New  York  reported.  Report  accepted  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Presbyterial  Reports,  except  so  mueh<as 
relates  to  supplies,  to  the  Committee  on  Supplies,  and  so  much  as  re- 
lates to  discipline,  to  the  Committee  on  Discipline. 

The  Presbytery  of  the  Lakes  reported.  Report  accepted,  and  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Presbyterial  Reports,  except  so  much  as 
relates  to  supplies,  to  the  Committee  on  Supplies. 

The  Presbytery  of  Ohio  reported.  Report  accepted,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Presbyterial  Reports,  except  so  much  as  relates 
to  supplies,  to  the  Committee  on  Supplies. 

The  Presbytery  of  Pittsburgh  reported.  Report  accepted,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Presbyterial  Reports,  except  so  much  as 
relates  to  supplies,  to  the  Committee  on  Supplies,  and  so  much  as  re- 
lates to  finance,  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Presbytery  of  Illinois  reported.  Report  accepted,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Presbyterial  Reports,  except  so  much  as  relates 
to  supplies,  to  the  Committee  on  Supplies,  and  so  much  as  relates  to 
finance,  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Presbytery  of  Colorado  reported.  Report  accepted,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Presbyterial  Reports,  except  so  much  as 
relates  to  supplies,  to  the  Committee  on  Supplies,  and  so  much  as  re- 
lates to  missions,  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

One  half-hour  was  spent  in  devotional  exercises. 

Tl  e  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Discipline  was 
made  the  first  order  of  the  day  after  the  noon  recess. 

Synod  took  recess  to  meet  at  2  p.  m.     Prayer  by  J.  R.  Thompson. 
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AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Synod  convened  at  2  o'clock,  and  was  open  with  prayer  by  John 
A.  Dodds. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  calling  of  the  roll  be  dispensed  with  at  the 
afternoon  sessions. 

Paper  No.  17.  Memorial  oi  James  Reid  and  others ;  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Discipline. 

A  resolution  relating  to  taking  collections  in  Sabbath  Schools  for 
the  erection  of  church  buildings,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

The  order  of  tlie  day,  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Discipline,  was  called  for.  The  report  was  adopted,  and  is 
is  follows : 

Report  of  Committee  on  Discipline. 

The  Committee  on  Discipline  respectfully  reports  the  following 
papers  pot  into  our  hands : 

Paper  No.  16:  Complaint  and  appeal  of  J.  C.  Dodds  and  others  on 
behalf  of  Geneva  congregation  against  Pittsburgh  Presbytery.  This 
paper  is  called  an  appeal ;  that  is  a  mere  redundancy.  It  is  a  complaint 
and  is  in  order  and  ready  for  the  action  of  the  court. 

Paper  No.  16  :  Request  of  above  complainants  that  W.  P.  Johnston 
and  D.  B.  Willson,  members  of  this  court,  be  allowed  to  appear  as  the 
representatives  of  the  complainants  in  this  case.  Tour  committee 
recommends  that  this  request  be  granted. 

Paper  No.  17  :  Entitled  a  memorial  of  James  Reid  and  enclosing  a 
paper  entitled  a  memorial  of  Martha  J.  Weir  and  thirty-two  other 
members  of  Old  Bethel  congregation.  The  memorial  of  J.  Reid  is  en- 
dorsed by  Illinois  Presbytery  as  a  complaint  and  as  such  transferred  to 
this  court.  The  papers  are  in  order  and  ready  for  the  action  of  the 
court.  J.  McCracken, 

J.  A.  Black, 

D.  S.  Faris,  [>  Committee. 

Thos.  E.  Greacen, 

Thos.  H.  Walker,  , 

The  complaint  of  J.  C.  Dodds  and  others  against  the  action  of 
Pittsburgh  Presbytery  in  refusing  to  ordain  and  install  Henry  G. 
Foster  pastor  of  Geneva  congregation,  was  taken  up.  The  papers 
were  read  in  regular  order.  D.  B.  Willson  was  heard  on  behalf  of 
the  complainants. 

A  paper,  containing  the  cordial  greetings  of  the  Womans'  Christian 
Temperance  Union,  of  Philadelphia,  because  of  the  high  ground  taken 
by  Synod  on  questions  of  morals  and  reform,  was  read. 

Synod  adjourned  with  prayer  by  John  Galbraith,  to  meet  to-morrow 
morning  at  9  o'clock. 
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SATURDAY'S    PROCEEDINGS.— June  2. 

MORNING  SESSION. 

At  9  o'clock  Synod  was  called  to  order  by  the  moderator,  and  was 
by  him  constituted  with  prayer. 

The  roll  was  called.  Absent:  W.  C.  Allen,  S.  W.  Fulton,  W.  S. 
Fulton,  McFall,  Montgomery,  John  Robiscn,  Stevenson,  and  John 
E.  Wilson. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday's  proceedings  were  read  and  approved ; 
also  the  roll  of  Synod  by  presbyteries,  which  was  amended  and 
approved. 

The  Committee  on  Sustentation  and  Church  Erection  reported. 
The  report  was  accepted  and  adopted,. and  is  as  follows: 

Report  of  Committee  on  Sustentation  and  Church  Erection. 

The  Committee  on  Sustentation  and  Church  Erection  respectfully 
report : 

There  have  been  placed  in  our  hands  the  reports  of  these  Boards 
containing  a  detailed  account  of  the  work  done  by  them  during  the  year. 

SUSTENTATION. 

Attention  is  called  in  this  report  to : 

1.  The  smallness  of  the  amount  received  for  this  scheme  during  the 
year.  $6,000  were  appropriated  for  it  by  Synod  last  year.  Less  than 
$1,200  were  contributed  to  it  by  the  congregations.  More  than  one- 
half  did  not  take  up  any  collection  for  it.  The  rate  of  distribution 
falls  1 9.25  per  cent,  below  last  year. 

2.  The  fact  that  some  of  the  congregations  receiving  aid  report 
large  contributions  to  schemes  and  a  large  deficit  to  salary,  thus  doing 
an  injustice  to  pastors. 

3.  The  condition  of  Tabor  congregation.  As  that  congregation 
was  not  able  to  comply  with  the  rule  requiring  those  receiving  aid 
to  pay  to  salary  at  the  rate  of  $8  per  month,  it  did  not  share  in  the 
distribution  of  the  funds.  Synod  is  asked  to  devise  some  way  of  assist- 
ing that  congregation. 

4.  The  distribution  proposed  to  be  made  of  the  fund. 

5.  The  expiration  of  the  terms  of  Dr.  James  Kennedy  and  elder 
Thomas  E.  Greacen. 

We  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  That  pastors  be  directed  to  present  the  claims  of  this  scheme  to 
their  congregations  in  order  that  the  entire  amount  recommended  by 
Synod  be  raised. 

2.  That  however  desirable  it  may  be  for  congregations  receiving  aid 
from  tiie  Board  to  contribute  liberally  to  the  schemes  of  the  church, 
Synod  does  not  regard  with  favor  any  tendency  to  do  this  by  decreasing 
the  amounts  contributed  to  the  support  of  thefpastors. 

3.  That  whereas  there  is  no  fund  from  which  a  special  appropriation 
for  sucli  cases  as  Tabor  can  be  made  and  inasmuch  as  Synod  at  its  meet- 
ing in  1 892  authorized  the  Board  to  use  a  u  limited  discretion  in  the 
distribution  of  the  funds  committed  to  their  care/'  thus  covering  such 
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cases  as  Tabor,  we  do  not  think  there  is  any  call  for  further  action  on 
this  reference. 

4.  That  the  distribution  recommended  by  the  Board  for  the  present 
year  be  approved. 

5.  That  Dr.  J.  Kennedy  and  elder  Thomas  E.  Greacen  be  elected 
their  own  successors. 

CHURCH    ERECTION. 

From  this  report  we  learn  that  $550  have  been  realized  from  Pleasant 
Ridge,  Kansas,  and  Eckley,  Neb.,  church  buildings;  that  certificates  were 
given  to  Kansas  City,  Brooklyn,  Seattle,  Topeka  and  Denver  congrega- 
tions to  canvass  the  church  for  subscriptions,  subject  to  the  Board's  con- 
ditions :  and  that  applications  have  been  received  from  New  Castle, 
Seattle,  East  End,  Brooklyn  and  Topeka  congregations.  The  appro- 
priations will  not  be  made  until  the  first  meeting  of  the  Board  after 
Synod  adjourns.  Tour  committee,  believing  that  the  growth  of  the 
church  is  most  closely  connected  with  the  work  of  this  Board,  recom- 
mend that  pastors  and  sessions  be  urged  to  make  special  efforts  to  have 
the  entire  amount  of  the  appropriation  raised. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  W.  Sproull, 

J.  C.  Smith, 

J.  M.  Foster, 

W.  I.  McCrea, 

Tno8.  MacClement,  j 


Committee. 


Report  of  Boards  of  Smtentation  and  Church  Erection. 
Board  of  Church  Erection  and  Sustentation  would  respectfully  report : 

CHURCH   ERECTION. 

The  following  action  was  taken  by  the  Synod  of  1893 : 

"No  one  shall  be  allowed  to  canvass  the  church  for  building  funds  unless  they 
we  sent  out  to  represent  the  Board  of  Church  Erection  and  are  so  certified." 
See  Minutes  page  286. 

In  the  spirit  of  this  action,  the  Board  at  a  meeting  held  June  23, 1893,  adopted 
the  following  : 

,l  Boohed,  That  monies  collected  under  authorization  of  this  Board  shall  be 
acknowledged  to  this  Board  ;  and  the  person  receiving  said  authorization  shall 
hind  himself  to  furnish  statement  as  to  amount  of  money  collected  ;  and  the 
congregation  receiving  such  money  shall  furnish  bond  similar  to  that  given  for 
appropriations  from  the  Board  of  Church  Erection." 

Among  the  purposes  served  by  this  resolution,  two  may  be  mentioned  :  1st. 
The  church  is  able  to  approximate  the  amount  contributed  through  various 
channels  to  church  erection.  2nd.  Money  collected  is  secured  to  Church  Erec- 
tion treasury.  Should  the  congregation,  at  some  future  time,  fail,  the  Board 
could  recover  to  their  treasury  monies  collected  here  and  there  through  the 
denomination,  as  well  as  appropriated  by  the  Board,  and  could  again  send  it 
forth  for  the  erection  of  churches  elsewhere.  This  is  believed  to  be  wise  and 
right.  It  conserves  the  purpose  of  donors  and  evermore  secures  their  gifts  in  the 
erection  of  houses  of  God.  Kansas  City,  Brooklyn,  Seattle,  Topeka  and  Denver 
congregations  applied  for  and  received  certificates  from  your  Board  to  canvass, 
[  and  have  by  proper  officers  cordially  agreed  to  make  report  and  secure  monies 
collected  to  treasury  of  the  Board. 

CHURCH   BUILDING. 

Londonderry  church  was  burned  December  4,  1892.  Immediately  thereupon, 
the  congregation  led  by.  their  consecrated  pastor,  Rev.  P.  II.  Wylie,  began 
hewing  timber  for  another  and  more  substantial  house  of  God.  Their  sacrifi- 
cing efforts  did  not  cease  uatil  their  new  house  was  completed  and  furnished. 
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It  was  opened  July  14,  1893 — six  mouths  and  ten  days  after  the  burning  of  the 
old.  The  cost  was  $1,400.  Of  this  the  Londonderry  congregation  raised 
$1,252.  They  were  aided  by  neighboring  congregations  in  Ohio  Presbytery  $148. 
They  began  and  completed  their  church  without  applying  to  your  Board,  and 
with  but  little  help  from  any  source.  They  deserve  and  receive  honorable  men- 
tion and  commendation.  The  pastor  says  :  "  We  have  quite  a  neat,  comfortable 
church.  Our  people,  I  think,  did  nobly.  Our  neighbors  did  us  a  good  turn,  our 
workmen  seemed  to  pride  themselves  in  giving  everything  the  nicest  finish  they 
could.  •  And  I  think  we  all  feel  thankful  to  our  heavenly  Father  for  so  comfort- 
able a  house  in  which  to  worship  the  God  of  our  fathers." 

St.  Louis  congregation,  Rev.  T.  A.  Husk  in  charge,  sold  their  property  on 
comer  21st  and  Randolph  streets  and  purchased  lots  on  McMillan  avenue  near 
Taylor,  and  are  now  pushing  forward  the  erection  of  a  new  and  commodious 
structure.  They  hope  to  be  able,  with  funds  in  hand  and  available  from  unsold 
property,  to  "  open  "  their  new  church  well-nigh,  it  not  altogether,  free  of  debt 
and  about  the  middle  of  July.  The  total  cost  will  be  in  the  neighborhood  of 
$14,000. 

Kansas  City  congregation  during  the  past  year  purchased  a  church  edifice  from 
another  denomination  at  a  cost  of  $6,000.  They  accordingly  lifted  the  $1,000 
appropriated  by  the  Board  in  1889.  They  have  raised  by  canvass  during  the 
year  $820.  Their  church  is  now  one-half  paid  for.  The  prospects*or  a  congre- 
gation in  this  stirring  city  are  good.  The  people  are  not  only  laboring  to  lift  the 
debt,  but  to  build  up  the  cause  of  the  Redeemer. 

Seattle.  This  congregation  failed  to  secure  the  building  which  they  had  in 
contemplation  a  year  ago.  In  the  summer  of  1893  they  bought  lots  and  erected  a 
building  with  modern  improvements  at  a  total  cost  of  $5,600.  They  have  by 
canvass  collected  $960  during  the  year.  They  have  made  noble  efforts  among 
themselves.  Their  debt  at  this  date  is  $8,182.  Their  church  was  recently 
"opened,"  the  missionary  in  charge  Rev.  P.  J.  McDonald,  being  assisted 
by  Rev.  J.  Milligan  Wylie.  It  was  a  glad  day  for  this  far-away  congregation 
as  they  sat  in  the  house  of  God  and  worshipped.  # 

East  End  congregation  did  not  receive  help  from  your  Board  when  erecting 
their  church  several  years  ago.  Their  number  was  depleted  by  the  liberal  move- 
ment. '1  heir  property  was  thrown  into  the  courts,  but  was  at  last  secured. 
They  are  however,  burdened  with  a  debt  of  about  $14,500,  exclusive  of  cost  of 
litigation — some  $2,650.  They  have  property  which  can  be  converted  into  cash 
amounting  to  at  least  $4,000,  thus  leaving  them  a  debt  of  $10,000.  This  they 
are  making  special  efforts  to  reauce  and  refund. 

Brooklyn.  This  congregation,  with  $6,000  saved  from  the  former  church 
building,  purchased  lot  in  desirable  location,  and  erected  a  comfortable  little 
church  with  foundations  twenty-five  by  seventy  feet.  This  they  have  tastefully 
furnished.  Their  whole  outlay  has  been  $9,500.  By  canvass  they  received  $233. 
They  gave  liberally  of  their  means.  They  have  a  debt  and  some  uncompleted 
work  to  do,  in  all  requiring  $1,000.  They  have  passed  through  severe  trials,  but 
the  Banner  of  the  Covenant  is  still  there.  They  have  earned  encouragement, 
prayer  and  financial  help. 

2'opeka  congregation  recently  purchased  lots  in  the  residential  part  of  the  city 
at  cost  of  $1,000  ;  all  of  which  is  paid  and  deeds  made  securing  the  property  to 
the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Churcfi.  They  wish  to  build  a  house  suitable  to 
their  needs,  and  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $3,500.  The  congregation,  composed 
largely  of  wage  earners,  are  doing  all  they  can.  and  by  the  help  of  generous  and 
willing  friends,  it  is  their  hope  to  soon  have  a  house  of  God  in  which  to  worship. 

CHURCHE8  SOLD. 

Through  causes  which  it  is  not  necessary  for  your  Board  to  narrate,  church 
buildings  known  as  **  Pleasant  Ridge."  Kan.  and  »•  Eckley,"  Neb.,  have  been 
sold  ;  the  former  for  $50,  and  the  latter  for  $500.  These  sales  were  largely 
accomplished  through  the  perseverance  of  Rev.  D.  H.  Coulter,  who  deserves 
honorable  mention  tor  the  services  he  has  rendered.  The  amounts  realized  from 
these  unused  buildings  is  not  large,  but  those  best  acquainted  with  the  situation 
are  satisfied,  as  the  properties  were  suffering  continual  depreciation.  The 
monies  from  these  will  shortly  go  forth  to  help  promising  congregations  in  the 
erection  of  churches.  As  you  will  see  by  the  report  of  the  Treasurer,  Mr. 
Walter  T.  Miller,  $260  of  the  whole  amount  is  already  available. 
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The  Treasurer's  Report  shows  : 

Receipts. 

From  churches  sold $  260  00 

From  congregations  and  individuals 909  59 

From  Gregg  bequest <..... 53  74 

Interest  on  invested  bonds 187  00 

Balance  per  report  last  year 2,288  42 

Total $  3, 698  75 

Disbursements. 

To  Denver  additional $     250  00 

Appropriation  of  1889  to  Kansas  City,  drawn 1,000  00 

Expense  in  sale  of  Eckley  church * 18  87 

Total $  1 ,  268  87 

In  hand  at  this  date $  2,429  88 

APPLICATIONS. 

Your  Board  received  applications  from  five  congregations,  viz:  New  Castle, 
Seattle,  East  End,  Brooklyn  and  Topeka.  Also  an  informal  one  from  La  Junta 
in  the  matter  of  erecting  a  chapel  suitable  for  Sabbath  School  purposes  and 
located  in  an  unoccupied  part  of  the  city. 

New  Castle,  on  account  ol  financial  depression  and  other  considerations,  post- 
poned building  for  the  present. 

At  the  first  meeting  after  Synod,  the  Board,  exercising  their  best  judgment 
and  seeking  divine  guidance,  will  appropriate  monies  in  band,  looking  diligently 
to  fields  and  necessities. 

Thankful  for  interest  takeu  in  this  scheme,  the  Board  believe  that  $6,1 00  could 
be  wisely  used  in  carrying  forward  this  important  work. 

SUSTENTATION. 

Board  of  Sustentation  would  respectfully  report : 

The  past  year  has  been  a  severe  one  on  many  ministers.  They  have  been 
called  upon  to  "endure  hardness."  The  number  of  congregations  applying  to 
your  Board  is  greater  than  last  year.  The  deficiency  in  salary  paid  is  greater. 
Id  one  congregation,  Tabor,  Kansas,  the  deficiency  is  nearly  eighty  per  cent,  of 
the  minimum  salary.  In  another,  the  deficit  is  nearly  sixty  per  cent.  In  other 
cases  the  deficiency  is  not  so  large,  but  sufficiently  so  to  call  out  sympathy. 
Shall  the  workmen  receive  wages  ;  and  shall  new  recruits  be  encouraged  to  enter 
the  ministry  ?  are  questions  which  Synod,  the  Lord's  treasury  being  committed 
to  her  as  a  trust,  should  seriously  consider.  The  Synod  of  1£93  appropriated  to 
the  Sustentation  Scheme  $6,000.  It  was  done  in  the  best  of  spirit  But  the 
wave  of  enthusiasm  died  with  the  vote.  Congregations  contributed  less  than 
one-fifth  of  the  appropriation.  To  be  specific,  not  one-half  of  the  congregations 
lifted  a  collection  for  this  scheme.  The  fifty-five  which  did,  raised  less  than 
$1,200. 

Furthermore  it  is  known  to  the  Synoc^that  the  last  of  the  Wiggins  bequest 
was  paid  to  the  Sustentation  Treasury  last  year.  For  ten  years,  $1,000  each  year 
have  been  received.  This  was  about  forty-live  per  cent,  of  the  whole  income 
and  greatly  aided  this  cause.  Collections,  probably  because  of  the  severe 
financial  strain,  are  smaller  than  usual  ;  deficit  in  salary  is  greater  ;  no  further 
Wiggins  bequest,  sums  up  the  situation.  Ere  this  report  reached  Synod,  however, 
some  generous  friend,  who  appreciates  the  service  which  the  Lord's  workmen 
render,  sent  to  the  Sustentation  Treasury  $500.  This  is  gratifying  at  all  times 
especially  so  this  year.  The  per  cent,  payable  to  congregations  applying  is 
thereby  increased  nearly  one-third.  But  with  this  generous  contribution,  your 
Board  have  $579,24  less  for  distribution  than  last  year.  The  rate  of  distribution 
falls  19.25  per  cent,  below  last  year.  Your  Board  trust  that,  with  bountiful 
harvests  the  present  year,  and  with  God's  enriching  blessing  upou  the  church, 
she  will  reach  at  least  the  figures  of  1893. 

Also  the  Board  might  recall  a  feature  of  their  report  last  year,  viz  :  A  few 
congregations  report  large  contributions  to  schemes  and  a  large  deficit  to  salary. 
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For  illustration :  Mansfield  reports  $341  to  schemes  and  at  the  same  time  a 
deficit  of  $500  to  their  pastor's  salary.  Hickory  Grove  reports  $205  to  schemes 
and  a  deficit  of  $392  to  salary.  Almonte  reports  $254  to  schemes  and  a  deficit 
to  salary  of  $500.  An  unintentional  wrong  is  sometimes  done  to  the  ministers 
of  the  gospel  of  Christ.  A  little  more  discrimination  will  secure  no  less  reward 
at  the  judgment  day. 

Thirteen  congregations  made  application.  Eleven  of  them  passed  according 
to  the  rules  by  which  your  Board  is  governed.  Adjusting  the  distribution 
according  to  the  minimum  and  deficit  in  each  case,  the  Sustentation  Treasury 
will  pay  40.05  per  cent,  of  deficit  to  salary  in  congregations  applying,  as  per 
following  table  : 


COMOREttATIONS. 


Lisbon 

Slippery  Rock . . 
Jonathan's  Cr'k. 

Vernon 

Almonte 

Syracuse 

Mansfield 

Hickory  Grove. 
Sterling,  Kan. . . 

Lochiel 

Barnet 


Eleven  Cong's. 


e 

9 

a 

Or 


67 
76 
45 
56 
60 
59 
58 
51 
48 
36 
48 


604 


2 


a  s 

B 

o 
H 


990 

1,000 

603 

897 

1,000 

904 

1,525 

777 

709 

695 

741 


mm    • 

£6 


6s 


9 

a 

^<8 


A 


$  9,841 


$14  77 
13  15 

13  40 
16  01 
16  66 
15  32 
26  29 
15  23 

14  fr 
19  30 

15  43 


$16  39 


$  2  30 

2  24 

1  49 

2  14 

2  54 

1  76 

3  41 

2  05 

88 

96 

1  56 

$21  33 

$3  43 
2  94 


3 
3 
4 
2 
5 
4 
1 
2 
3 


s 


31 
82 
23| 
98 

88: 

oi| 

82' 
66 
45 


$3  50 


600 
608 
400 
508 
500 
472 
700 
408 
500 
500 
480 


5,676 


o 


<s 


ii 
Is 

CO 


*  8  95 
8  00 

8  88 

9  07 
8  33 
8  00 

12  06 
8  00 

10  41 

13  88 
10  00 


$  9  59 


200$ 

192 

400 

2921 

500 

728 

500 

392! 

5001 

300 

320 


80  11 
76  91 
160  22 
116  96 
200  26 
291  58 
200  26 
157  01 
200  26 
120  16 
128  17 


$  4,324$  1,731  90 


Tabor  congregation  is  not  included  in  the  above  list.  That  congregation  made 
an  informal  application,  one  which  had  not  received  the  "recommendation"  of 
presbytery.  They  were  able  to  pay  but  $164  to  pastor's  salary.  They  paid  $70 
to  schemes  and  $133  to  other  objects;  making  $367  in  all.  One  of  the  rules 
which  Synod  gave  for  the  Board's  direction  requires  that  congregations  applying 
shall  pay  to  salary  at  the  rate  of  $8  per  member.  This  the  Tabor  congregation 
failed  to  do     They  paid  but  $2  05  per  member  to  salary. 

Your  Board  deeply  sympathize  with  the  pastor  of  this  congregation,  and  it  was 

Re*olvedy  That  the  case  of  Tabor  congregation  be  referred  to  Synod  with  re- 
commendation that  Synod  devise  some  way  of  assisting  the  Tabor  congregation. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  not  forgotten  that  the  past  year  has  been  a  hard  one  finan- 
cially to  all  interests.  Probably  the*  church  has  done  as  well  as  she  could.  But 
it  is  hoped  that  Synod  will  not  only  make  a  good  appropriation  for  the  coming 
year  but  will  endeavor  to  have  the  same  come  into  the  treasury.  $6,000  would 
be  required  for  the  church  to  carry  forward  the  work  of  sustentation  as  she  ought. 

The  time  of  the  honored  President  of  your  Board,  Rev.  James  Kennedy,  and 
of  elder  Thomas  E.  Greacen,  has  expired,  and  their  places  should  be  filled. 

Jambs  Kennedy,  Preeident. 
F.  M.  Poster,  Secretary. 

The  Presbyteries  of  Iowa  and  Philadelphia  reported.  The  reports 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Presbyterial  Reports,  except  so 
much  as  refers  to  supplies,  to  the  Committee  on  Supplies. 

The  Presbytery  of  Rochester  reported.  The  report  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Presbyterial  Reports,  except  so  much  as  relates  to 
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supplies,  to  the  Committee  on  Supplies,  and  so  much  as  relates  to 
finance,  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
The  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolutions  of  Synod  on  the  Mormon  Question. 

Whereas,  We  believe  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every  lover  of  good 
government  and  pure  morals  to  protest  against  the  bill  to  admit  Utah 
to  Statehood  now  pending  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  becoming 
a  law;  and, 

Whereas,  We  believe  that  Statehood  would  be  adverse  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  Mormon  people  themselves,  and  would  result  in  greatly 
retarding,  if  not  wholly  destroying,  the  educational  work  now  being 
carried  forward  in  Utah  by  the  various  benevolent  societies  of  the  land  ; 
and, 

Whereas,  We  believe  that  Statehood  should  be  postponed  until  the 
youth  and  young  men  now  under  the  instruction  and  influence  of  the 
teachers,  who  are  instructing  them  in  pure  morals  and  sound  American 
principles,  will  have  the  strength  of  numbers  and  the  courage  of  con- 
viction to  give  us  a  good  and  loyal  government,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  for  the  reasons  given  above,  together  with  other 
great  moral  questions  involved,  prominent  among  which  is  the  belief  in 
and  practice  of  polygamy  which,  though  formally  renounced,  is  yet 
openly  practiced  by  the  Mormon  leaders,  which  doctrine  and  practice 
are  contrary  to  the  word  of  God,  destructive  to  all  morality  and  abhor- 
rent to  all  Christendom,  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  United  States  hereby  most  respectfully,  but  earnestly, 
protests  against  the  admission  of  Utah  to  the  sisterhood  of  States,  and 
memorializes  the  Senate  of  these  United  States  to  postpone  action  thereon. 

J.  M.  Littlejohu  appeared  and  took  his  seat  as  a  member  of  the 
court. 

The  hearing  of  the  complaint  of  J.  C.  Do* Ids  and  others  on  behalf 
of  Geneva  congregation,  was  resumed,  and  W.  P.  Johnston  spoke  on 
behalf  of  the  complainants.  D.  McAllister  was  heard  on  behalf  of  the 
presbytery. 

At  11.30,  the  rule  fixing  12  m.  as  the  hour  for  recess  was  suspended, 
and  the  session  was  extended  one  hour. 

R.  C.  Wylie  followed  D.  McAllister  in  defence  of  Pittsburgh  Pres- 
bytery. 

Synod  spent  one-half  hour  in  devotional  exercises,  after  which  the 
court  adjourned  with  prayer  by  T.  P.  Stevenson,  to  meet  Monday 
morning  at  9  o'clock. 
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MONDAY'S    PROCEEDINGS-June  4. 

MORNING  SESSION. 

The  moderator  called  the  court  to  order  at  9  A.  M.,  and  constituted 
Synod  by  prayer. 

The  roll  was  called.  The  following  were  absent:  W.  C.  AHen, 
Bayles,  Connor,  A.  C.  Coulter,  Duguid,  Ervin,  W.  S.  Fulton,  A.'  W. 
Johnston,  McCracken,  McNaugher,  SrM  Montgomery,  Pollock,'  Rusk, 
T.  C.  Sproull,  J.  R.  Thompson,  Toland  and  Woodburu. 

The  minutes  of  Saturday's  proceedings  were  read  and  approved. 

The  certificate  of  appointment  of  Rev.  David  Steele  as  delegate  to 
Synod  to  present  the  work  of  the  Alliance  of  the  Reformed  Churches 
throughout  the  world  holding  the  Presbyterian  system,  was  received, 
and  Synod  fixed  4  p.  m.  to-day  as  the  time  for  hearing  the  delegate. 

Synod  fixed  the  morning  hour  to-morrow  as  the  time  for  hearing 
Dr.  Morrow  on  behalf  of  the  American  Bible  Society  and  the  Penn- 
sylvania Bible  Society. 

The  Committee  on  National  Reform  reported.  The  report  was  laid 
on  the  table  for  the  present. 

The  Financial  Agent  for  National  Reform  presented  his  report, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

D.  H.  McConagha  was  excused  for  absence  on  Saturday  and  to-day 
on  account  of  indisposition. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Corporators  and  the  report  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Geneva  College  were  read,  aud  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Theological  Seminary  and  Education. 

The  hearing  of  the  complaint  of  J.  C.  Dodds  and  others  on  behalf 
of  Geneva  congregation,  was  resumed.  D.  B.  Willson  was  heard  in 
reply  to  the  defendants  of  presbytery. 

The  committee  appointed  to  nominate  delegates  to  Washington,  D. 
C,  in  the  interests  of  foreign  missionary  work,  named  Rev.  JD. 
Metheny,  M.  D.,  and  Thos.  E.  Greacen.  The  report  was  accepted 
and  adopted.  R.  M.  Sommerville  and  T.  P.  Stevenson  were  add6d  to 
the  delegation. 

The  last  half-hour  of  the  session  was  spent  in  devotional  exercises, 
after  which  Synod  took  a  recess  to  1.30  P.  M.  Prayer  by  T.  Holmes 
Walker. 

AFTERNOON   SESSION. 

Synod  met  at  the  appointed  hour  and  the  session  was  opened  with 

prayer  by  R.  L.  Wallace.  . 

W.  P.  Johnston  was  heard  on  behalf  of  the  complainants  in  the  \ 

case  of  J.  C.  Dodds  and   others  on  behalf  of  Geneva  congregation,  i 

He  was  followed  by  R.  C.  Wylie  and  D.  McAllister  in  rejoinder.  * 

The  order  of  the  day. was  called,  and   Rev.  D.  Steele  was  heard  in  - 
presenting  the  greetings  of  the  Western  Section  of  the  Alliance  of 
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Reformed  Churches.     The  moderator  made  the  response  on  behalf  of 
Synod. 

The  consideration  of  the  complaint  against  Pittsburgh  Presbytery 
vas  resumed.  The  parties  were  removed  and  Synod,  after  a  season 
»f  prayer  took  action  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  complaint  be  sustained  and  the  Pittsburgh  Pre3- 
>ytery  directed  to  proceed  without  needless  delay  to  the  ordination  and 
nstallation  of  Henry  G.  Foster  as  pastor  of  Geneva  congregation. 

The  ayes  aud  noes  were  called  for.     The  vote  was  as  follows: 

Ayes — T.  J.  Allen,  D.  S.  Anderson,  W.  T.  Anderson,  Baird,  Banks, 
Tohn  Boyd,  P.  P.  Boyd,  Carithers,  Carlisle,  Carson,  Clyde,  E.  M.  Cole- 
nan,  W.  J.  Coleman,  Copeland,  D.  hi.  Coulter,  Calderwood,  (Boston), 
Calderwood,  (East  End),  Dill,  Ervin,  D.  S.  Faris,  Isaiah  Faris,  J.  C. 
L.  Faris,  J.  M.  Faris,  F.  M.  Foster,  J.  M.  Foster,  Forsythe,  French, 
Jalbraith,  M.  A.  Gault,  R.  J.  Gault,  R.  J.  George,  W.  M.  George,  Har- 
rrave,  Henderson,  Henry,  Hogan,  Hogg:,  Hunter,  A.  W.  Johnston,  N. 
[\.  Johnston,  George  Kennedy,  James  Kennedy,  Ke^s,  Latimer,  J.  M. 
Liittlejohn,  Wm.  Littlejohn,  David  Love,  J.  G.  Love,  Mann,  G.  II.  Me- 
Buraey,  I.  T.  E.  McBurney,  McClelland,  McClement,  McClurkin,  Mc- 
cracken, McCrea,  McCullouph,  McElhinney,  A.  J.  McFarland,  Win. 
McFarland,  J.  C.  McFeeters,  McNeill,  McKee,  Robert  Mclsaac,  McMee- 
kin,  G.  R.  Miller,  J.  K.  Miller,  Metheny,  L.  M.  Patterson,  S.  C.  Patter- 
son, Pickens,  Riley,  G.  M.  Robb,  T.  P.  Robb,  Hugh  Robinson,  Russell, 
Shaw,  J.  C.  Smith,  S.  S.  Smith,  Sommerville,  J.  A.  Thompson,  J.  S. 
Thompson,  T.  Holmes  Walker,  Thos.  H.  Walker,  8.  R.  Wallace,  Wal- 
kinshaw,  Williams,  John  E.  Wilson,  Woodburn,  J.  M.  Wylie,J.  Ralston 
Wylie,  Robert  Wjlie— 92. 

Noes — Bayles,  J.  A.  Black.  R.  A.  Black,  A.  C.  Coulter,  Crowe,  John 
A.  Dodds,  R.  C.  Dodds,  Duguid,  Duncan,  Easson,  Ernisse,  W.  S.  Fulton, 
H.  H.  George,  Greacen,  Ilervey,  Kilpatrick,  Mackie,  I).  C.  Martin,  J.  S. 
Martin,  McAnlis,  McCartney,  J.  G.  McFeeters,  S.  McXaugher,  Sr.,  8. 
McNaugher,  Jr.,  McKenry,  II.  J.  Mclsaac,  Montgomery,  Patton,  Raitt, 
John  Reed,  R.  C.  Reed,  John  Robison,  J.  W.  Sproull,  T.  C.  Sproull, 
Stevenson,  Trumbull,  R.  L.  Wallace,  Woodside,  J.  Renwick  Wylie,  P. 
H.  Wvlie— 40. 

Absent — W.  C.  Allen,  Conner,  McConagha  and  Rusk — 4. 

Not  Voting — Acheson,  R.  C.  Allen,  Angus,  Armstrong,  Bell,  Black- 
i  wood,  S.  W.  Fulton,  McFall,  Sharp,  J.  R.  Thompson  and  \V.  P.  Jolin- 
!  8ton  and   D.   B.  Willson   who  represented    the    complainants,  and   D. 
McAllister  and  R.  C.  Wylie  who  represented  the  presbytery — 14. 

I).  McAllister,  D.  C.  Martin,  J.  W.  Sproull  and  S.  J.  Crowe  <>n 
behalf  of  themselves  and  of  all  who  may  join  with  them,  entered 
their  dissent  against  the  above  action  for  reasons  to  l>e  given  in. 

Synod  adjourned  with  prayer  by  J.  ().  Bayles,  to  meet  to-morrow 
morning  at  9  o'clock. 
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TUESDAY'S    PROCEEDINGS.— June  5. 

MORNING  SESSION. 

The  court  was  called  to  order  by  the  moderator,  who  constitute 
Synod  by  prayer. 

The  following  members  were  absent  at  roll  call:  W.  C.  Allei 
Conner,  Duguid,  W.  P.  Johnston,  J.  M.  Littlejohn,  Pollock,  Tolani 
and  Williams. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday's  proceedings  were  read,  amended  an 
approved. 

T.  P.  Robb  was  granted*  leave  of  absence  from  the  remaining  s& 
sions  of  the  court  on  account  of  the  severe  illness  of  a  member  of  h 
congregation. 

Rev.  Dr.  Morrow  was  heard  on  behalf  of  the  American  Bib 
Society.  The  moderator  responded  on  behalf  of  Synod,  and  the  follow 
ing  action  was  taken  : 

Resolved,  That  Synod  has  heard  with  the  deepest  interest  Rev.  D 
Morrow's  account  of  Bible  distribution  to  all  classes  of  emigranl 
thronging  to  our  country,  and  hereby  assure  him  of  the  sympathy  an 
co-operation  of  our  whole  church  with  him  and  the  Bible  Society  whic 
he  represents  in  this  noble  work,  and  commend  Dr.  Morrow  and  tfa 
agents  of  the  society  to  the  financial  aid  of  our  congregations  an 
members. 

A  letter  from  the  Synod  of  Scotland  was  read  and  referred  to  th 
Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

The  Committee  on  Supplies  reported.  The  report  was  aceepte 
and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Supplies. 

The  Committee  on  Supplies  would  respectfully  report  the  foliowin 
distribution  of  supplies : 

Haird — Pittsburgh  Presbytery. 

Buck. — Kansas,  June,  July, August;  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotii 
the  rest  of  the  year. 

Clyde. — Kansas  Presbytery,  June  to  October ;  Pittsburgh  Presbyter 
October  and  November  ;  Illinois  Presbytery,  December ;  Pitt 
burgh  Presbytery,  January  and  February;  Rochester  Presbyter 
March  and  April;  Vermont  Presbj'tery,  May. 

Easson. — New  York,  June;  Rochester,  July,  August;  Pittsburg! 
September,  October ;  New  York,  November ;  Iowa,  Decembei 
Illinois,  January,  February ;  Kansas,  March ;  Pittsburgh,  Apr; 
May. 

Fakis. — Vermont,  June  to  November;  Pittsburgh,  November,  Decei 
her ;  Rochester,  January,  February ;  Philadelphia,  Marcl 
Pittsburgh,  April,  May. 

Foster. — Rochester,  June;  Pittsburgh,  July,  August;  Rochester, Se 
tembcr  ;  New  York,  October  ;  Pittsburgh,  November,  Decembe 
Philadelphia,  January,  February ;    Illinois,  March,  April,  Ma 
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Littlejohn. — New  York  Presbytery. 

McCartney. — Pittsburgh,  June,  July,  August ;  Kansas,  September. 

McElwain. — Pittsburgh,  June,  July,  August,  September ;  Kansas, 
October,  November,  December ;  Pittsburgh,  January ;  New 
York,  February;  Pittsburgh,  March  ;  Philadelphia,  April,  May. 

McI8aac. — Pittsburgh,  June,  July  ;  New  York,  August ;  Philadelphia. 
September  till  beginning  of  Seminary  ;  New  York,  April,  May. 

McKnight. — New  York,  June,  July ;  Pittsburgh,  August,  September ; 
Philadelphia,  October,  November ;  Rochester,  December,  Janu- 
ary ;  Iowa,  February ;  Kansas,  March  ;  Illinois,  April ;  Pitts- 
burgh, May. 

Raitt. — Rochester,  June ;  Pittsburgh,  July  ;  Rochester,  August;  Illi- 
nois, September,  October ;  Kansas,  November ;  New  York,  De- 
cember, January:  balance  of  year,  to  apply  to  Interim  Committee 
on  Supplies. 

Reed.— Iowa,  June,  July  ;  Illinois,  August;  Rochester,  April,  May. 

Sharp. — Illinois,  June,  July;  New  York,  August,  September ;  Roches- 
ter, October ;  Philadelphia,  November,  December ;  Kansas, 
January ;  Illinois,  February ;  Pittsburgh,  March ;  Kansas, 
April,  May. 

Stevenson. — Kansas  Presbytery. 

Thompson. — Kansas,  June;  Iowa,  July;  Lakes,  August ;  Pittsburgh, 
September;  Rochester,  October,  November;  Kansas,  the  rest  of 
the  year. 

Wallace. — Philadelphia,  June,  July,  August;  Iowa,  September,  Octo- 
ber; Illinois,  November,  December;  Pittsburgh,  January,  Feb- 
ruary ;  New  York,  March,  April ;  Rochester,  May. 

Wylie. — Kansas  Presbytery. 
We  recommend   that  the  Central  Board  of  Missions  be  the  Interim 

Committee  on  Supplies.  Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  B.  Willson, 
J.  M.  Faris, 
J.  Milligan  Wylie,  y  Committee. 
G.  R.  Miller,  | 

James  G.  Love,  J 

A  resolution  of  N.  R.  Johnston  was  received  and  referred  to  the 
Central  Board  of  Missions. 

Item  1  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business  was 
token  from  the  table.  The  Committee  on  a  Joint  Revision  of  the 
Metrical  Version  of  the  Psalms  reported.  The  report  was  accepted 
and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Report  on  Joint  Revision  of  the  Psalms. 

The  committee  appointed  to  carry  into  effect  the  resolution  of  Synod 
proposing  a  joint  revision  of  the  metrical  version  of  the  Psalms,  re- 
spectfully report  that  an  earnest  effort  has  been  made  to  carry  out.  the 
instructions  we  received,  and  an  encouraging  measure  of  success  has 
been  attained.  Your  committee  met  with  the  chairman  of  a  similar 
committee  appointed  by  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  in  New  Castle 
00  June  and  again  in  Allegheny  November  15th,  and  the  two  commit- 
tees have  worked  in  harmony  with  the  result  that  we  have  good  reason 
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to  believe  that  all  the  Psalm-singing  bodies  will  unite  in  the  proposed 
revision.     We  have  sought  also  to  secure  the   co-peration  of   other 
bodies  which  as  a  rule  use  hymns  in  worship,  but  whose  standards  au- 
thorize the  use  of  Psalms  as  well.     This  co-operation  was  urged  on  the 
ground  of  its  harmony  with  already  existing  principles  and  old-time   - 
usages,  because  it  would  furnish  a  common  basis  of  worship  and  would  4 
increase  the  fraternal  spirit  among  all  the  bodies  taking  part  in  tin 
revision.     No  one  of  the  churches  which  make  habitual  use  of  tb< 
hymns  has  as  yet  decided   to   join   in   the  revision  of  the  Psalms-—, 
although  there  are  many  indications  that  such  a  proposal  would  b^m 
favorably  considered. 

We  offer  the  following  recommendations  : 

1.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  by  this  Synod  to  represent  tl*  ^ 
Covenanter  Church  and  to  take  part  in  the  joint  revision  of  the  uieti  "» - 
cai  version  of  the  Psalms  with  the  purpose  of  securing  a  version  more 
plain,  smooth  and  agreeable  to  the  text  than  any  heretofore. 

2.  That  this  committee  be  instructed  to  meet  at  an  early  date  wit»L 
like  committees  from  other  churches  and  decide  whether  to  proceed  »* 
once  with  the  revision  or  to  delay  this  for  another  year  with  an  effor* 
to  secure  a  wider  co-operation  in  the  part  of  other  churches. 

3.  That  the  committee  be  authorized  to  draw  on  the  Literarv  Fun<3 
for  travelling  and  other  necessary  expenses. 

W.  J.  Coleman,        ^ 

T.  P.  Stevenson,       J 

S.  G.  Conner,  \  Committee. 

John  McCullough,  | 

Oliver  Wylie,         J 

It.  M.  Sominerville,  It.  J.  George  and  A.  C.  Coulter  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  nominate  persons  to  represent  this  Synod  in  co-o|>era- 
tion  witli  other  churches  in  the  matter  of  the  revision  of  the  Psalms. 

# 

The  Committee  on  Secret  Societies  reported.  The  report  was  accepted 
and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 

Report  of  Committee  on  Secret  Societies. 

The  Committee  on  Secret  Societies  would  respectfully  report: 
Our  opposition  to  secret  orders  does  not  lie  against  organization,  or 
pledges  or  privacy.  Efficient  work  demands  organization  ;  a  good  life 
is  full  of  promises  and  pledges ;  the  best  interests  of  society  demand 
that  many  things  be  covered  from  view.  It  is  by  reference  to  such  un- 
deniable facts  as  these  secret  orders  are  generally  defended.  Let  us 
notice  that  such  defence  is  not  complimentary  to  these  orders,  it  implies 
either  the  absence  of  discretion  or  the  presence  of  much  that  needs  to 
he  concealed.  The  fundamental  objection- to  secret  societies  is,  that 
they  are  social  bodies,  organized  on  the  principle  of  secrecy  and  for  the 
purpose  of  concealment,  without  previous  knowledge  of  the  things  to 
be  concealed.  The  evil  is  in  organized  secrecy  among  ecpjals.  Secret 
societies  themselves  sutler  from  the  application  of  their  own  principle. 
It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  secret  orders,  within  secret  orders,  are 
multiplying  to  the  injury  of  the  common  interests  of  the  larger  body. 
To  illustrate  the  evil  workings  and  principles  of  these  orders  let  us 
suppose  that  a  family,  a  church  or  nation   is  organized,  by  solemnly 
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pledging  every  member,  before  entering  the  door  of  such  society,  that 
he  will  "ever  conceal  and  never  reveal"  the  doings  of  that  society. 
The  nature  and  purpose  of  that  social  body  can  not  save  it  from  public 
condemnation.  That  which  would  condemn  a  divine  institution  can 
not  be  justified  in  a  merely  human  society. 
What  then  are  the  objections  to  organized  secrecy  ? 

I.  Such  a  society  is  contrary  to  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  religion 
of  Jesus  Christ.     His  words   are,   "In    secret  have  I  said  nothing.'' 
44 Let  your  light  so  shine  before  men,"    "  He  that  doeth  evil  hateth  the 
light,"  u  He  that  doeth  the  truth,  cometh   to  the  light."     Christianity 
is  a  religion  of  love  and  benevolence  toward  all  men.     Secret  organiza- 
tions are  always  selfish.     The  grip,  the  pass  word,  the  darkened  window, 
the  guarded  door  are  not  Christ-like  ;  and  the  Christian,  especially  the 
minister  of  Christ,  is  out  of  place  amid  such  surroundings.      Many  of 
these  orders  boast  of  wisdom,  of  love  and  benevolence,  but  these  good 
things  are  limited  to  their  own  members.      Against  this  stand  the  in- 
junction of  the  apostle,  •*  As  we  have  opportunity  let  us  do  good  unto 
all  men  /'  and  the  words  of  Jesus  Christ,   "Freely  3*e  have  received, 
freely  give."   u  Go  teach  all  nations.''   '*  Love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself." 
True  it  is  often  boast ingly  said  that   secret,  benevolent  societies  leave 
the  church  far  behind  in  their  deeds  of  charity.     What  has  the  church 
to  learn  from  these  societies  ?     First.     The  church  will  learn  to  limit 
her  deeds  of  love  to  her  own  members.     Second.     She  will  refuse  mem- 
bership to  all  except  the  ablebodied  and  those  that  have  visible  means 
of  support.     Third.     She  will  require  an  initiation  fee  of  all  applicants 
for  membership.     Fourth.     She  will  require  of  all,  without  regard  to 
ability,  a  stated  contribution,  sufficient  to  provide  for  all  future  need, 
fifth.    Whenever  any  member  fails  to  pay  his  annual  or  monthly  fee, 
lie  shall  forfeit  all  interest  in  or  claims   upon   help  from  the  church. 
Would  such  a  church  be  worthy  of  the  name  of  Christ  ?      Would  the 
*orki  call  this  benevolence  or  charity  ? 

II.  Organized  secrecy  invites  suspicion.  If  all  the  workings  and 
purposes  of  secret  orders  are  good,  why  should  the  light  be  excluded  '( 
Uood  men  and  good  purposes  do  not  need  pledges  of  secrecy.  Organ- 
ized secrecy  is  a  menace  to  society.  It  naturalty  leads  to  ends  and 
means  and  invites  persons  that  need  concealment.  The  history  of 
secrecy  is  stained  with  blood,  and  is  characterized  by  falsehood. 
Secrecy  trains  men  to  lie.  These  things  were  never  more  evident  than 
May.  They  are  the  inevitable  results  of  hidden  methods.  Scarcely 
a  year  passes  that  does  not  record  maiming,  beating  and  killing  by 
those  whose  plans  are  laid  and  executed  in  darkness.  Good  men  in 
these  orders  ma}'  regret  these  things,  but  they  can  not  prevent  them. 

III.  Secrecy  in  organization  leads  to  the  Joss  of  time,  liberty  and 
manhood.  The  pledge  of  secrecy  subjects  the  member  to  the  control 
of  others,  and  takes  from  him  freedom  of  action.  This  humiliation  is 
well  represented  by  the  "cable  tow  "  around  the  neck  and  the  sword's 
point  at  the  breast.  The  natural  and  necessary  result  of  this  is  the 
assumption,  by  the  officers,  of  titles  that  surpass  the  prerogative  of  any 
human  being.  The  titles  of  tyrants  and  oppressors  are  gathered  from 
the  darkest  corners  of  the  earth  and  from  the  history  of  the  past,  and 
Uic  Supreme  Being  is  robbed  of  his  names  and  attributes,  to  find  titles 
/or  the  olDcers  of  these  orders.     The  display  of  gaudy  apparel   is  an 
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imitation  of  the  attire  of  oriental  despots,  that  scorned  and  trampled 
under  foot  the  rights  of  the  common  people.  Who  does  not  see  that 
all  tiiis  is  at  variance  with  liberty  and  republicanism  ?  Whoever  calls 
any  man  grand  master  makes  himself  a  grand  slave.  No  military  dis- 
cipline or  tyrannical  government  surpasses  the  despotism  of  these 
orders.  They  not  only  lord  it  over  their  own  members  but  undertake 
to  dispute,  on  terms  of  death,  the  conduct  of  those  outside  of  their  or- 
ganization. Just  in  proportion  to  their  secrecy,  so  is  their  despotism. 
Is  not  tiiis  the  explanation  ot  the  strange  fact,  that  the  inner  organiza- 
tions of  secrecy  out-Herod  Herod  in  their  obligations  and  titles  Y  The 
Mystic  Shriners,  among  the  Masons,  go  to  the  Turkish  government  for 
their  forms  and  titles.  The  new  organization  formed  at  Cincinnati  last 
May,  composed  of  Odd  Fellows,  patterned  after  the  Russian  govern- 
ment. Let  every  one  that  enters  a  secret  lodge  know  that  he  parts  with 
liberty,  puts  his  neck  undei  the  yoke,  fetters  his  feet,  locks  his  lips  and 
puts  his  hands  between  the  hands  of  others.  He  virtually  says  I  am 
your  u  beast,"  drive  me.  1  am  your  slave,  command  me.  I  yield  my 
own  will  and  judgment  to  others. 

The  multiplication  of  independent  and  dependent  secret  orders  gives 
the  best  hope  of  their  overthrow.  They  are  beginning  to  devour  one 
another.  The  mother  is  eating  up  her  own  offspring.  The  evil  nature 
and  results  of  organized  secrecy  can  not  much  longer  escape  public 
reprobation. 

Hesolved^  1-  That  we  continue  to  bear  testimony  by  word  and  deed 
against  this  great  and-  growing  evil,  that  we  co-operate  in  every  practi- 
cal way  with  all  true  friends  of  Christian  love,  liberty  and  equality, 
that  we  continue  to  expose  the  evils  of  each  particular  secret  organiza- 
tion as  it  appears. 

2.  In  reference  to  the  communication  from  the  National  Christian 
Association,  referred  to  us,  we  recommend  that,  as  in  previous  reports, 
we  repeat  our  commendation  of  the  work  of  this  association  and  urge 
our  congregations  to  contribute  to  the  furtherance  of  their  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  Calvin  Smith,    1 
J.  S.  Thompson.        !        Of  the 
J.  R.  Baird,  J   Committee. 

Wm.  McCullough, 

Walter  T.  Miller,  treasurer,  was  allowed  five  minutes  to  explain  the 
mode  of  procedure  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Church  Erection. 

The  Committee  on  the  Death  of  Rev.  A.  McFarland  reported.  The 
report  was  accepted  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

Report  of  Committee  on  the  Death  of  Rev.  A.  McFarland. 

Rev.  A.  McFarland  was  born  in  Ireland,  in  the  county  Tyrone,  in 
the  year  1808,  and  entered  into  rest  April  4,  1894.  On  March  8th  he 
passed  the  80th  anniversary  of  his  birth.  He  received  his  education  in 
Scotland,  taking  his  degree  in  1828.  He  was  licensed  to  preach  the 
gospel  in  1830,  and  came  into  this  country  in  1831  ;  was  ordained  and 
installed  in  Utica  congregation  in  1837,  and  continued  in  this  rela- 
tion till  1855.  In  1847  he  accepted  of  the  additional  charge  of  Jona- 
than's Creek  congregation.     About  the  year  1850  he  also  took  charge 
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of  Eden  and  Irville  laboring  among  them  a  part  of  his  time  for  some 
jetra.  In  1866  he  became  pastor  of  Middle  Wheeling  congregation, 
and  continued  to  labor  in  the  two  congregations  of  Jonathan's  Creek 
and  Middle  Wheeling  until  the  infirmities  of  age  and  the  gradual  de- 
cline of  health  compelled  him  to  retire  from  active  labor  in  1876. 
He  suffered  long  and  distressing  affliction  until  at  the  end  of  1 8  years 
he  was  released  and  entered  into  his  rest. 

Mr.  McFarland  .was  a  very  earnest  preacher  of  the  gospel,  often 
pleading  with  sinners  even  in  tears.  His  preaching  was  not  so  much 
doctrinal  as  it  was  controversial,  practical  and  experimental.  His  soul 
abhorred  the  system  of  American  slavery,  and  having  a  remarkable 
memory  he  became  acquainted  with  the  facts  pertaining  to  the  system, 
and  having  these  facts  at  perfect  command  was  able  to  deal  stunning 
blows  against  it.  He  felt  himself  entirely  at  home  on  the  temperance 
question.  Even  in  his  college  days  when  that  cause  was  unpopular  his 
mind  was  matured  on  the  subject.  In  his  early  ministry  an  elder  in  the 
church  volunteered  his  advice,  "  that  he  had  better  preacli  the  gospel 
and  let  temperance  alone."  He  replied  that  he  knew  no  gospel  only 
what  was  in  the  Bible,  and  he  found  there  that  we  should  live  soberly, 
righteously  and  godly  in  this  present  world.  He  was  fully  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  distinctive  principles  of  the  church  on  civil  government 
and  was  ever  ready  to  defend  them  on  everjr  suitable  opportunity. 

On  the  86th  anniversary  of  his  birth  his  children,  grand-children  and 
great  grand-children  visited  him  at  his  home.  At  the  time  his  health 
was  very  feeble,  and  in  a  few  weeks  after  he  passed  peacefully  and 
quietly  away.  During  the  first  part  of  his  long  affliction  his  mind  was 
in  a  measure  clouded.  But  this  very  largely  subsided  before  his  death. 
Thus  goodness  and  mercy  followed  him  all  the  days  of  his  life  ;  and 
his  dwelling  place  is  now  in  the  house  of  God  forever. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

P.  II.  Wylie,)       Of  the 
J.  M.  Faris,    j"  Committee. 

The  Committee  on  Evangelistic  Work  reported.  The  report  was 
accepted  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows; 

Report  of  Committee  on  Evangelistic  Work. 

The  Committee  on  Evangelistic  Work  would  respectfully  report : 
The  chief  end  of  the  church  is  the  familiar  and  all-inclusive  aim,  the 
divine  glory.     The  chief  end  of  the  church,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  this 
world,  seems  to  be  the  establishment  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrisi  upon 
the  earth.     Then  the  principal  aim  of  the  church   is  not  the  preaching 
of  the  gospel  and  the  salvation  of  souls,  or  the  uplifting  of  society, 
reform  work,  or  witnessing  for  the  truth  ;  but  all  of  these  as  means  to 
establish  the  kingdom  of  Christ.     This  one  purpose,  with  these  subor- 
dinate parts,  should  be  the  aim  of  the  whole  church  of  Christ,  and  of 
every  existing  branch  of  that  church.     God  does  not  permit  one  de- 
nomination to  say  that  its  peculiar  work  is  evangelization,  or  instruc- 
tion, or  retormation,  or  witnessing.     Notwithstanding  the  divided,  con- 
dition of    the   church,   which   we   deplore,  he   may  and   does  in   his 
providence,  use  different  denominations  to  accomplish  somewhat  differ- 
ent ends,   and   one   denomination   may  feel  called   upon  at  times  to 
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emphasize  neglected  lines  ;  but  there  is  only  one  right  basis,  one  right 
scheme  of  work,  one  right  aim,  and  one  right  goal  for  the  church.  It  is  the 
duty  of  every  denomination  to  labor  for  Christ's  kingdom,  and  to  labor 
for  it  by  witnessing,  by  discipline,  by  reform  work  and  by  evangeliza- 
tion. 

Evangelistic  work  seems  to  be  the  preaching  of  the  simple  truths  of 
the  gospel, — those  that  are  more  quickly  fruitful  in  conversion— 
especially  to  the  unconverted.  It  is  practical,  direct,  persuasive  preach- 
ing, coupled  with  hand  to  hand  effort  to  pursuade  men  to  embrace 
Christ;  rather  than  the  preaching  of  general  truth  and  the  effort  to 
build  up  those  already  in  the  kingdom. 

It  may  seem  to  many  outside,  if  not  to  some  inside,  that  the  Cove- 
nanter Church  is  not  a  practical  one  for  evangelistic  work ;  that  the 
character  of  her  position,  members,  and  methods  are  not  specially 
adapted  to  the  conversion  of  souls.  On  the  other  hand,  however,  it 
may  be  said  that  in  at  least  certain  important  lines  our  church  i*  not 
slow  in  evangelistic  enterprises.  Remember  her  very  large  annual  con- 
tributions (per  member)  to  foreign  missions,  and  that  work  for  the 
colored  race,  the  Indians  and  the  Chinese,  and  also  for  domestic  mis- 
sions, is  being  pushed  steadily  on.  In  reply  again  it  may  be  said  that 
the  comparative  excellence  of  the  lives  of  our  members,  which  they 
have  been  enabled  to  live  by  humble  dependence  on  the  grace  of  God, 
and  which  are  largely  the  result  of  conformity  to  the  church's  precepts 
also,  are  a  constant  testimony  to  the  truth  and  power  of  Christianity, 
and  are  an  invitation  to  walk  in  the  way  of  salvation.  Still  further,  it 
may  be  remarked  that  the  wide  application  which  our  church  makes  of 
the  truth  and  authority  of  Christ  to  all  departments  of  human  activity, 
her  testimony  against  evil  and  for  truth,  her  reform  work,  have  much 
to  do  with  making  an  open  way  for  the  acceptance  of  the  gospel's  offer. 
It  is  true  evangelistic  work  not  only  to  offer  a  man  salvation  but  to 
remove  the  obstacles  which  prevent  his  acceptance  of  the  offer ;  im- 
portant not  only  to  persuade  a  man  to  flee  from  danger  but  also  to 
throttle  the  wild  beast  that  would  devour  him.  Our  church  in  pro- 
claiming the  application  of  God's  law  to  all  departments  of  life  has 
stood  determinedly  against  the  evils  that  crush  the  souls  of  men.  Re- 
sponsibility for  social  and  governmental  obstructions  to  mission  work 
is  to  be  laid  in  vastly  greater  degree  at  the  door  of  other  denomina- 
tions than  at  that  of  our  own.  If  the  principles  of  national  Christianity 
for  which  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  has  so  long  contended) 
were  successful  in  our  land,  where  there  is  sufficient  scriptural  light  for 
men  to  have  a  wide  knowledge  of  the  truth,  the  salvation  of  souls  would 
receive  a  wonderful  impetus. 

Direct  evangelistic  work,  however,  is  obligatory  upon  us,  and  truly 
the  need  is  great!     In  our  own  favored  land  it  is  doubtful  if  the  katf 
of   our   sixty-five    million    people   are   true    Christians.     Thirty-thre^ 
million  of  unregencrate  about  us  show    how  much  need  there  is  to* 
earnest,  active,  aggressive,  evangelistic  work.     We  hear  at  times  O* 
such  things  as  eight  hundred  conversions,  during  a  great  revival,  in  ^ 
town  of  twenty  thousand   people.     And  yet,  even  if  all  these  should 
prove  genuine  converts,  how  very  many  unregenerate   are  left  in  tha^ 
city  !     Mr.  Moody  uot  long  since  did  a  grand  worlfas  God's  instrument 
in  Washington  City  ;  and  yet  how  little  would  the  general  moral  char^ 
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acter  of  the  city  be  changed.  Buffalo  had,  not  long  ago,  240,000 
inhabitants,  and  144  churches;  or  one  church  to  every  1,667  persons. 
New  Orleans  had  216,090  people  and  178  churches;  one  church  to  every 
1,214  persons;  Washington,  population  203,450,  churches  181,  one  to 
1,124 ;  St.  Louis,  450  000,  churches  220,  one  to  2,045  ;  Boston,  448,477, 
churches  243,  one  to  1,846  ;  Brooklyn,  853,945,  churches  355,  one  to 
2,405 ;  Chicago,  1,099,850,  churches  384,  one  to  2,864.  All  this  reveals 
to  us  the  great  need.  How  much  room  there  is  for  evangelistic  activity ! 
In  our  best  communities  there  are  many  who  are  practically  indifferent 
to  the  higher  claims  of  the  word  of  God. 

As  a  church  we  are  behind  our  obligations  and  opportunities  in  evan- 
gelistic work.  We  are  probably  surpassed  by  some  other  churches  in 
direct,  aggressive,  hand  to  hand  efforts  for  the  conversion  of  souls;  and 
along  with  other  churches,  we  have  failed  in  doing  what  we  should,  and 
what  we  could,  in  this  direction.  Some  of  us  may  have  thought  that 
this  was  not  our  work,  that  we  were  not  adapted  to  it,  that  the  unsaved 
would  hardly  be  attracted  to  us  by  our  principles  and  practices.  What- 
ever may  be  the  reason  it  can  hardly  be  denied  that  there  is  not  the 
degree  of  appreciation,  interest  and  activity  in  this  work  which  its 
comparative  great  importance  and  crying  needs  demand. 

Evangelistic  work  is  necessary.  Christ  went  here  and  there  preach- 
ing the  gospel  for  the  salvation  of  men.  The  apostles  went  up  and 
down  the  world  proclaiming  the  word  of  life  to  sinners.  God  requires 
such  work,  and  much  of  it.  It  is  obligatory  in  the  Covenanter  Church. 
We  cannot  delegate  it  to  any  other  denomination.  If  we  cannot  do  it 
we  are  not  practical.  If  we  are  not  practical,  we  are  not  right.  If  we 
are  right,  we  must  be  practical.  And  we  would  find  more  success  if  we 
labored  more  in  evangelistic  work. 

It  is  evidently  appropriate  to  have  at  times  for  the  benefit  of  congre- 
gations or  communities,  special  seasons  of  evangelistic  activity  ;  not  as 
a  substitute  for  regular  work  ;  not  to  appoint  times  and  seasons  when 
God  must  bless  us ;  but  to  produce  some  special  though tfulncss  and 
interest  among  the  unconverted,  and  among  the  converted  also  for  their 
unsaved  friends.  If  it  be  well  for  us  to  have  special  meetings  during 
our  communion  seasons,  and  at  the  week  of  pra}^er,  wh}'  will  it  not  be 
advantageous  to  have  special  gospel  services,  now  and  then,  for  the  un- 
converted ?  A  series  of  meetings  will  at  times  awaken  an  interest 
hardly  attainable  from  meetings  somewhat  distant  from  one  another. 

Evangelistic  work  includes  among  its  efficient  features  hand-to-hand 
effort  for  lost  souls,  direct  personal  approach  to  the  unsaved  brother. 
In  this  very  important  branch  of  the  work  there  is  much  room  for  ad- 
vancement. If  we  do  not  fail  in  this  feature  of  the  work  more  than 
aome  other  Christian  people,  we  at  least  fail  much.  Personal  approach, 
tta  touch  on  the  shoulder,  the  grasp  of  the  hand,  the  looking  straight 
in  the  face,  the  direct  kindly  inquiry,  is  a  prominent  connecting. link 
between  the  pulpit  and  the  pew.  It  is  a  method  which  the  minister 
must  and  does  use,  and  which  must  be  employed  by  the  church  mem- 
ber. Will  a  man  with  grace  in  his  heart  live  ten  years  beside  his  un- 
believing neighbor  and  never  speak  to  him  about  his  soul's  salvation  ? 
As  officers  in  Christ's  house  we  must  engage  more  in  personal  work, 
*nd  must  urge  more  its  claims  upon  our  members.  To  the  man  who 
*ys,  "  I  have  no  tact  for  such  work,"  it  might  be  suggested  :  ''  Where 
there's  a  will  there's  a  way." 
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We  need  some  improvement  in  minor  instrumentalities  in  this  work, 
or  better  adaptation  of  those  now  in  use.  The  same  word  of  God  has 
been  effective,  and  will  be,  for  the  quickening  of  the  soul.  The  preach- 
ing of  a  plain  straight-forward  gospel  is  successful  and  will  continue 
to  be  so,  and  yet  more  simple,  informal,  direct  preaching  is  needed  at 
times  in  certain  pulpits.  Also  it  does  not  seem  necessary  that  there  be 
a  great  deal  of  singing  in  evangelistic  services,  and  the  Psalms  apply 
to  all  departments  of  human  need.  Christ  and  his  disciples  in  their 
after  work,  did  not  emphasize  the  praise  service.  The  preaching  of  the 
word  of  God  is  the  great  means  for  the  conversion  of  sinners.  The 
singing,  however,  should  receive  attention  for  evangelistic  work.  We 
would  not  recommend  the  manufacturing  ot  choruses  out  of  certain 
words  of  a  Psalm,  though  perhaps  the  use  of  a  full  verse  for  such  pur- 
pose is  less  objectionable.  However,  a  cheap  psalter,  or  a  smaller 
book  of  selections,  containing  different  and  flexible  metres,  with  good 
music,  would  be  a  help  in  reaching  the  unsaved.  Evangelistic  work 
is  not  the  same  as  preaching  to  our  congregations  every  Sabbath. 
Different  methods  are  sometimes  necessary,  and  we  should  use  every 
right  means  to  secure  the  desired  end. 

Evangelistic  work  is  significant  because  of  the  benefits  that  will 
thereby  result  to  us  as  a  church  organization.  It  is  important  for  oar 
continued  existence,  for  our  growth,  for  the  youth  within  our  bounds, 
and  for  our  increase  from  the  outside.  We  should  desire  growth  from 
without  as  well  as  from  within ;  not  to  be  small,  if  we  can  help  it. 
We  should  not  be  Covenanters  unless  we  desire  to  make  all  others, 
specially  the  unsaved,  even  as  we  are  ourselves.  Evangelistic  work  it 
the  lengthening  of  our  boundaries,  the  widening  of  our  influence.  It 
is  increasing  the  endowment  fund  for  social  and  national  reform. 
It  is  broadening  the  base  and  adding  to  the  height  of  the  watch  tower 
from  whose  summit  is  proclaimed  the  kingship  of  Christ. 

We  recommend  : 

1.  That  our  congregations  be  requested  to  make  special  supplica- 
tion, as  they  observe  the  week  of  prayer,  for  the  outpouring  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  fit  them  for  the  work  of  bringing  the  unconverted  of 
their  various  communities  to  Christ. 

2.  That  pastors  be  directed  to  emphasize  to  their  people  the  respon- 
sible relation  of  every  Christian  to  his  unsaved  neighbors  and  friends; 
and  to  urge  the  duty  of  direct  personal  effort  in  behalf  of  these  lost  souls. 

3.  That  pastors  be  requested  to  train  the  youth  of  their  congrega- 
tions in  Bible  study  for  practical  work  in  conducting  Sabbath  School&i 
missionary  meetings,  prayer-meetings,  etc. 

4.  That  the  faculty  of  the  Seminary  be  directed  to  secure,  if  possv 
ble,  evangelistic  work  for  the  unlicensed  students  during  the  summei 
vacation.  T.  II.  Acheson,  ")       ^  ,, 

M.  A.  Gault,     >  n     _ ...  „ 
Wm.  Anderson,  \  ^ommUiee 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  National  Reform  was  taken  fron 
the  table.  The  resolutions  were  taken  up  item  by  item  for  adoption 
Items  1,  2  and  3  were  adopted. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  fourth  item,  the  hour  for  devotions 
exercises  arrived, and  Synod  spent  the  usual  half-hour  in  these  service 

Synod  took  recess  to  meet  at  1.30  r.  m.    Prayer  by  W.  P.  Johnstoi 
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AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  court  was  called  to  order  by  the  moderator,  and  was  o|>eiied 
with  prayer  by  Jas.  McAnlis. 

The  Committee  on  Travelling  Fund  re|x>rted.  The  re|>ort  was 
accepted  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

Report  of  Committee  on  Travelling  Fund. 

The  Committee  on  Synod's  Travelling  Fund  would  respectfully  re- 
port as  follows : 
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We  have  then : 

RectipU. 

From  presbyteries $2,962  20 

From  tax  on  148  delegates 149  48 

From  committee  of  1893 16 


Total $3,111  84 

Ditburumcnts . 

To  expenses  of  delegates $3,097  33 

To  agent  of  Trunk  Line  Association 11  00 

To  postals  and  printing 2  75 

Balance 70 


Total 


$3,111  84 

S.  G.  Shaw,  1 

Jas.  S.  Martin,  \        Of  the 

R.  J.  M('Isaa<  .     ■    Committee. 

J.  S.  I>ELL, 

Reasons  of  dissent  against  tin*  action  of  .Synod  in  the  rase  of  the 
^iplaint  against  Pittsburgh  Presbytery  were  read,  and  are  a*  follows  : 
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Reasons  of  Dissent 

The  undersigned  respectfully  ask  leave  to  record  their  dissent  frc 
the  action  of  Synod  sustaining  the  complaint  against  the  decision 
Pittsburgh  Presbyter}7  in  the  Geneva  congregation  case,  for  the  folio 
ing  reasons : 

1.  The  decision  reversed  by  Synod  was  based  upon  the  law  of  oi 
own  church,  which,  in  common  with  the  laws  of  all  other  Presbyterii 
bodies,  gives  discretionary  power  to  presbyteries  in  all  such  cases.  Tl 
formation  of  the  pastoral  relation,  or  the  refusal  to  constitute  it  ai 
the  dissolution  of  it,  are  all  justified  not  only  on  judicial,  but  on  disci 
tionary  grounds.  (See  Book  of  Discipline,  pp.  107,  108;  Hodge 
Wbst  is  Presbyterian  Law  ?  pp.  202,  203,  347.  348,  371,  372,  373,  371 
Moore's  Presbyterian  Digest,  pp.  150,  420,  421,  694,  695  ;  Alexandei 
Southern  Presbyterian  Digest,  p.  27  ;  United  Presbyterian  Digest,  p| 
26,  27  ;  Hill's  Constitution  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  Edinburgh. R 
of  1835  p.  72;  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Sco 
land,  Edinburgh,  Ed.  of  1843,  p.  618 ;  Annals  of  the  Assembly,  Edii 
burgh,  Ed.  of  1840,  Vol.  2,  p.  183.) 

2.  The  complaint,  on  the  other  hand,  was  based  and  urged  on  li 
most  express  and  distinct  maintenance  of  the  position  that  under  tl 
edict  and  our  law  for  the  settlement  of  pastors,  presbytery  is  estoppe 
from  declining  to  ordain  and  install,  and  is  imperatively  constrained  I 
go  forward  and  ordain  and  install  a  candidate,  its  own  licentiate,  aftl 
a  call  has  been  presented  and  accepted,  unless  judicial  charges  are  mid 
against  his  life  or  doctrine.  Sustaining  a  complaint  on  this  basis  I 
subversive  of  Presbyterian  law  and  government. 

3.  The  ground  of  presbytery's  decision  was  the  weight}'  reaso 
written  out  in  its  own  resolution,  viz:  the  inexpediency  of  settling 
candidate  over  a  congregation  in  which  a  large  and  influential  minority 
including  five  of  the  seven  elders,  had  been  opposed  to  the  settlemen 
from  the  time  of  the  moderation  of  the  call.  This  is  one  among  tb 
weightiest  of  the  reasons  commonly  given  for  a  presbytery's  exercis 
of  discretionary  power  in  declining  to  form  or  perpetuate  the  paston 
relation,  such  as  u  anything  which  interferes  with  or  prevents  the  u* 
fulness  of  a  pastor  ;  "  "a  want  of  adaptation  on  the  part  of  pastor  a» 
people  ;  "  "  lodal  circumstances ;  "  "  a  large  and  influential  minority. 
(See  Hodge's  What  is  Presbyterian  Law  ?  pp.  372,  373 ;  Hill's  Yifl 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  p.  72 ;  Moore's  Digesl 

695.)' 

4.  Many  of  the  members  of  Synod  in  voting  to  sustain  the  complaii 
condemned  the  very  action  for  which  their  votes  were  cast.  When  a* 
vice  was,  in  casting  the  vote,  against  the  settlement,  Presbyterian  prii 
ciples  would  require  such  advice  to  be  expressed  in  the  vote  itself.  < 
conviction  that  a  settlement  is  inexpedient,  against  which  advice 
given  by  a  true  friend,  requires  that  that  advice  should  find  expressk 
by  that  friend,  as  a  presbyter,  in  the  vote  which  he  casts  in  the  cas 
So  also  when  it  was  admitted  by  members  of  Synod  in  giving  the 
votes  that  Presbytery  had  discretionary  power  in  the  case  to  decline  1 
ordain  and  install,  and  said  members  nevertheless  sustained  the  col 
plaint  on  the  ground  that  presbytery  had  not  recorded  the  reasons  f 
its  action,  a  just  judgment  would  not  have  reversed  its  decision  wi 
direction  to  the  court  to  go  forward  with  the  settlement.     In  such  ci 
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idgment  would  have  required  presbyter}'  to  amend  what  was 
i  as  an  imperfect  statement  of  the  basis  of  action  in  the  exercise 
•needed  discretionary  power.  Still  further,  all  the  many  mem- 
Synod  who  admitted  the  discretionary  power  of  presbytery  in 
i,  and  yet  voted  to  sustain  the  complaint,  put  themselves  in 
an  to  the  same  law  as  to  discretionary  powers  which  others 
and  directly  opposed  as  not  being  part  of  Presbyterian  law  at 

embers  of  Synod  in  conceding  the  discretionary  power  of 
ry  in  the  case,  admitted  also  that  the  presbytery  had  the  best 
lity  to  judge  of  the  grounds  for  the  exercise  of  that  power.  A 
ison  for  the  dismissal  of  a  complaint  in  such  a  case  is  the  fact 
superior  court  cannot  so  fully  and  clearly  know  the  facts  which 
led  the  action  of  the  inferior  court.  In  a  judicial  case  the 
court  has  judicial  law  and  all  the  testimony  given  under  oath 
e  it  to  decide  justly  on  an  appeal  or  complaint.  But  in  a  case 
Hionary  power,  the  facts  which  lead  to  a  righteous  decision  are 
*rn  to  the  lower  court. 

mally,  we  protest  against  the  decision  of  Synod  in  this  case  as 
5  to  the  rights  of  a  very  large  and  influential  minority,  and, 
Sod's  good  providence  shall  in  this  very  matter  bring  these 
ir  forms  of  good  out  of  man's  error,  to  the  welfare  of  a  dis- 
;ongregation,  the  fair  name  of  religion  in  the  community  at 
nd  the  peace,  happiness  and  usefulness  of  the  young  brother 
rdi nation  and  installation  it  has  ordered  in  such  painful  and 
d  circumstances. 

David  McAllister,        P.  H.  Wylie, 
11.  C.  Wylie,  S.  J..  Crowe, 

J.  W.  Sproull,  W.  A.  Hervey, 

T.  P.  Stevenson,  R.  L.  Wallace, 

D.  C.  Maiuin,  J.  S.  Martin, 

H.  H.  George,  R.  C.  Reeik 

S.  McNaugher,  Jr. 

Wil lson,  James  Kennedy  and  A.  Walkiu.sliaw  were  appointed 
;r  the  reasons  of  dissent. 

onsideration  of  the  report  on  National  llef'-mi  was  resumed, 
and  5  were  adopted.     The  report  was  adopted  as  a  whole,  and 
lows : 

Report  on  National  Reform. 

ml  Reform  is  that  aspect  of  the  "gospel  of  the  kingdom  "  which 
\  application  of  the  law  of  Christ  to  the  character  and  life  of  the 

Its  aim  is  to  bring  about  the  day  when  "  the  kingdoms  of  this 
tall  be  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  of  his  Christ"  In  a  re- 
iense  we  employ  the  terms  to  describe  that  movement  which  has 
liimatc  object  the  Chris; ian  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
ed  States,  and  the  conformity  of  the  nation   wiih  it  in  character 

In    this  sense    the  aim  of   the  National    Reform   movement  is 

is  conservative. 

ational  Reform  movement  aims  to  conserve  the  Christian  feat- 

ur  government.     The  nation  was  born  under  Christian  auspices. 
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The  founders  of  the  republic  were  fearers  of  God.  They  put  the  impress 
of  their  Chrisliau  character  upon  our  national  institutions.  Religion! 
acknowledgments  in  colonial  documents,  and  in  the  constitutions  of  States; 
scriptural  Taws  enacted  by  State  and  national  legislatures ;  Christian 
customs  and  usages  connected  with  the  executive  and  judicial  adminis- 
tration of  the  government  furnish  many  "  infallible  proofs "  of  s 
moulding  Christian  influence  in  our  national  life.  Our  common  law  u 
Christian.     In  this  important  sense  we  are  a  Christian  nation. 

The  enemies  of  Christianity  have  a  well  defined  and  openly  avowed 
purpose  to  eliminate  these  Christian  features  from  our  government.  National 
Reform  seeks  to  defend  our  imperiled  Christian  institutions  from  the  rage 
of  the  heathen  who  say  concerning  Jehovah  and  his  Christ :  "  Let  in 
break  their  bands  asunder  and  cast  away  their  cords  from  us/'  Tkt 
movement  is  conservative. ' 

II.  It  is  reformative. 

The  National  Reform  movement  aims  at  such  a  development  and  trans* 
formation  in  the  character  and  life  of  the  nation  as  shall  make  it  in  the 
highest  sense  a  Christian  nation.  The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  has  said  that  this  is  a  Christian  nation.  Some  affirm  that  if  thi 
declaration  were  made  in  the  Constitution  that  the  National  Refona 
movement  would  have  accomplished  its  aim.  To  us  it  seems  far  other- 
wise. The  question  is  not  one  of  profession ;  it  is  one  ot  fact.  That  a 
nation  should  declare  itself  to  be  a  Christian  nation,  while  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  citizens  do  not  profess  Christianity,  and  a  majority  of  its 
professors  are  not  controlled  in  their  political  life  by  the  law  of  Christ; 
which  charters  and  fosters  such  anti-Christian  institutions  as  secret  oath- 
bound  societies  which  are  most  inimical  to  the  kingdom  of  Christ ;  which 
maintains  a  most  immoral  and  adulterous  system  of  divorce  laws,  de- 
structive of  the  sacred  ordinance  of  marriage  and  the  divine  institution 
of  the  family  ;  which  licenses,  protects  and  participates  in  the  murderous 
and  soul-ruining  liquor  traffic ;  which  outrages  humanity  by  infamoos 
and  atrocious  anti-Chinese  legislation  ;  which  sets  at  defiance  God's  law 
of  the  Sabbath  by  establishing  its  Sabbath  mail  service  ;  and  which  hav- 
ing done  all  these  things,  assumes  an  attitude  of  rebellion  against  the 
authority  of  God  by  refusing  to  render  allegiance  to  his  son  Jesus  Christ* 
the  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords ;  that  a  nation  thus  laden  with 
iniquity  should  declare  itself  to  be  in  the  truest  and  highest  sense  a 
Christian  nation,  would  be  to  cloak  its  sins  with  the  garment  of  a  fidss 
professson,  and  bring  ignominy  and  shame  on  the  religion  of  the  Holy  One. 

The  National  Reform  movement  aims  at  no  such  hypocritical  and  far 
ciral  result  as  that.  It  warns  the  nation  of  its  sins.  It  calls  to  national 
repentance.  It  demands  subjection  to  our  Saviour  King.  The  movemai 
is  reformative. 

III.  It  is  constructive. 

The  aim  of  the  National  Reform  movement  is  the  construction  of  a 
true  Christian  State.  Other  reforms  are  directed  against  evils  in  the  ad* 
ministration  of  government ;  this  seeks  to  change  the  government  from* 
secular  to  a  religious  basis.  Tn  the  early  history  of  the  movement  the 
religious  defect  of  the  Constitution  was  aptly  described  as  ll  the  nation's 
original  sin."  It  is  the  "  want  of  original  righteousness  and  the  corrup1 
tion  of  the  whole  nature."  The  only  remedy  for  original  sin  is  the  new 
birth.     The  National  Reform  movement  aims  at  national  regeneration. 
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rould  make  the  tree  good  that  the  fruit  may  be  good  also.  Such  a 
ement  is  grand  in  its  conception,  and  will  be  glorious  in  its  c  >nsum- 
on.  To  this  movement,  conservative,  reformative  and  constructive, 
Covenanter  Church  is  unalterably  committed  and  sacredly  bound  by 
covenant  vows — her  love  of  country  and  her  love  of  Christ.  She 
ot  draw  back.    She  will  not. 

PROGRE88  OF  THE  MOVEMENT. 

mong  the  notable  events  of  the  year  was  the  founding  of  the  Ameri- 

[nstitute  of  Christian  Sociology.     The  organization  was  effected  at 

itauqua,  N.  Y.,  July  20, 1893.     The  objects  of  the  association  are  thus 

d  in  its  constitution  : 

.    To  claim  for  the  Christian  law  the   ultimate  authority  to  rule 

1  practice. 

.    To  study  in  common  how  to  apply  the  principles  of  Christianity 

e  social  and  economic  difficulties  of  the  present  time. 

I.    To  present  Christ  as  the  living  Master  and  King  of  men,  and  his 

dom  as  the  complete  ideal  of  human  society  to  be  realized  on  earth. " 

'.  Richard  T.  Ely,  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  is  president  of  this 

tute,  and  among  its  officers  are  Bishop  John  H.  Vincent,  Rev.  Dr. 

ih  Strong,  President  Seth  Low,  President  J.  W.  Bashford,  and  many 

rs  of  national  reputation.     The  organ  of  the  association  published  at 

leapolis,  Minn.,  is  called   The  Kingdom,  and  has  for  its  scriptural 

0,  "  Thy  Kingdom  Come."  Its  aim  is  stated  in  these  words :  "  Be- 
og  in  the  living  power  and  presence  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  it  will 
t  his  right  to  rule  supreme  in  all  the  affairs  of  life— intellectual, 

1,  commercial,  political  and  ecclesiastical. \  Two  general  summer  in- 
tes  are  arranged  for — one  at  Grinnell,  Iowa,  under  the  auspices  of 
,  College  ;  the  other  at  Chautauqua,  under  the  direction  of  the  presi- 
,  Professor  Richard  T.  Ely.  Such  an  institute  arising  in  such  a 
ter,  supported  by  such  names,  and  with  such  methods  of  propagation 
zs  an  epoch  in  the  progress  of  this  great  movement ;  as  such  we  note  it. 
le  attention  of  our  church  is  directed  with  deeper  concern  to  the  work 
le  National  Reform  Association.  The  vear  has  been  one  of  unwonted 
est  and  prosperity  on  the  part  of  the  association.  At  its  meeting  last 
Synod  elected  Rev.  Dr.  II.  H.  George?  to  this  work  and  tendered  his 
ces  to  the  National  Reform  Association.  The  executive  committee 
le  National  Reform  Association  chose  him  to  the  position  of  field 
itary,  which  he  accepted  and  has  labored  with  great  efficiency  to  the 
>nt  time.  Dr.  George  was  peculiarly  successful  in  securing  financial 
ort  to  the  cause,  and  the  burdensome  debt  resting  upon  the  associa- 
for  so  many  years  has  been  largely  reduced.  He  has  however  decided 
turn  to  the  pastorate  and  on  April  3d  was  installed  in  the  congrega- 
of  East  End,  Pittsburgh. 

ev.  Wm.  Weir,  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  continues  to 
r  as  a  District  Secretary  of  the  Association.  No  one  among  us 
1  plead  the  royal  claims  of  King  Jesus  with  more  boldness  or  mi- 
ring faith  than  does  Mr.  Weir.  In  his  last  report  be  called  attention 
le  scrupulous  regard  for  the  saeredness  of  (Jod's  holy  day,  which 
Id  characterize  the  method  of  this  reform.  He  always  preaches  on 
Sabbath.  Two  notable  conventions  were  held  this  year,  one  a 
nal  convention  held  in  connection  with  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
iation.  in  Allegheny,  Pa ,  November  14-16,  1893;  the  other  a  State 
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convention  held  at  College  Springs,  Iowa,  March  13,  14,  1894.  Both 
were  ably  planned  and  enthusiastically  supported  by  the  friends  of  the 
cause.     The  national  convention  has  not  been  equalled  for  many  years. 

In  accordance  with  action  taken  at  the  national  convention,  the  Rev. 
Drs.  H.  H.  George  and  T.  P.  Stevenson,  were  sent  to  Washington  "to 
co-operate  with  representatives  of  other  reform  associations  in  pressing 
upon  Congress  needed  practical  reforms,  and  especially  the  Christian 
amendment."  As  a  result  of  their  efforts  a  joint  resolution  was  intro- 
duced into  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittees. They  also  secured  two  hearings  before  the  committee  of  the 
House,  and  one  l>efore  the  Senate  committee,  all  of  which  were  of  re- 
markable interest.  A  large  number  of  petitions  were  circulated,  and 
much  enthusiasm  was  aroused,  and  for  a  time  there  seemed  a  possibility 
that  a  bill  would  be  reported  to  Congress  ;  but  the  resolution  was  finally 
tabled  by  the  committee  of  the  House,  having  only  one  vote  in  its  favor. 

This  event  marks  an  epoch  in  the  history  of  the  movement  with  which 
as  a#  Church  we  have  been  so  closely  identified.  To  ministers  of  our 
Church — officers  of  the  National  Reform  Association,  was  given  the  honor 
and  the  responsibility  of  formulating  the  Christian  amendment  and  secur- 
ing its  introduction  into  Congress.  It  was  thought  best  by  those  having 
the  matter  in  charge,  to  lay  aside  the  form  of  amendment  adopted  and 
long  maintained  by  the  association — and  to  substitute  in  its  place  a  form 
expressed  in  phraseology,  taken  from  various  State  paj>ers,  embodying  as 
it  seemed  to  them,  the  same  principles.  The  executive  committee  of  the 
National  Reform  Association,  declined  to  approve  this  new  form,  theordi' 
callyy  but  adopted  it  practically.  This  has  been  the  source  of  much  distraction 
to  our  Church.  To  those  who  favor  the  new  form  it  is  only  a  question  of 
words,  for  they  hold  it  to  be  the  same  in  substance  with  the  old  form,  but 
more  suitably  expressed.  To  many  who  oppose  the  new  form  it  is  a 
question  of  principles,  affecting  the  future  of  the  church,  and  the  honor 
of  her  glorious  King. 

The  discussions  of  the  year  have  also  revealed  a  difference  of  views 
among  ourselves  as  to  the  relation  which  the  Church  should  sustain  to  the 
National  Reform  Association,  based  mainly  on  a  difference  of  under- 
standing as  to  to  the  terms  upon  which  we  identify  so  closely  with  this 
voluntary  association.  Your  committee  arc  of  the  opinion  that  if  these 
are  clearly  defined,  harmony  will  be  restored.  Without  any  reflections 
upon  the  faithfulness  and  loyalty  to  the  Church  and  to  Christ,  upon  the 
one  side  or  the  other,  the  whole  matter  should  be  carefully  considered  by 
Svnod  with  humble  dependence  upon  the  promised  guidance  of  our 
blessed  Lord. 

UECOM  M  KNDATIONS. 

The  committee  submit  the  following  recommendations: 

I.  That  Synod  re-affirms  the  great  importance  of  the  National  Reform 
work,  as  essential  to  the  coming  of  the  kingdom  of  God  in  the  world,  and 
calls  upon  our  people  to  maintain  a  practical  testimony  against  the  Christ- 
h>s  compact  of  civil  government  in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  co-operate  in  every  legitimate  way  with  all 
Christ i  ins  who  seek  the  true  reformation  of  the  nation  and  its  subjection 
to  Christ  our  king. 

II.  That  Synod  recognizes  the  great  work  that  has  been  accomplished 
bv  the  National  Heform  Association  in   disseminating  the  true  principles 
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of  civil  government ;  in  directing  attention  to  the  religious  defect  in  our 
fundamental  law  and  in* maintaining  the  crown-rights  of  King  Jesus,  and 
as  having  afforded  us  delightful  Christian  fellowship,  with  loved  brethren 
of  sister  churches  iu  the  common  cause  of  our  country  and  our  Redeemer. 

III.  That  in  tendering  the  services  of  any  of  our  ministers  to  the 
Xational  Reform  Association,  Synod  does  not  understand  that  there  is 
any  agreement  expressed  or  understood  that  they  will  not  utter  a  testi- 
mony against  the  sin  of  Christians  incorporating  with  a  Christless  govern- 
ment on  any  occasion  when  in  their  judgment  the  interests  of  truth 
require  such  testimony  to  be  given. 

IV.  That  while  the  cause  of  National  Reform  must  continue  to  be 
regarded  as  one  of  the  schemes  of  the  church  until  its  glorious  ends  have 
beeu  accomplished,  the  annual  appropriation  to  the  National  Reform 
Association  is  made  upon  the  basis  of  the  clearly  defined  principles  of 
this  association  suitably  expressed  and  its  binding  obligation  upon  our 
people  depends  upon  the  continued  adherence  on  the  part  of  the  associa- 
tion to  the  basis  on  which  the  appropriation  is  made. 

V.  That  87,000  be  appropriated  to  the  association  for  this  year,  and 
that  this  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  finance  to  name  a  suitable  time 
for  the  collection.  Respectfully  submitted, 

R.  J.  George, 

T.  P.  Stevenson, 

J.  C.  McFeeters,  (-  Committee. 

R.  D.  Scott, 

Andrew  S.  Gilchrist, 

The  Committee  to  confer  with  Rev.  A.  J.  McFarland  reported  as 
follows: 

Report  of  Committee  to  Confer  with  A.  J.  McFarland. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Rev.  A.  J.  McFarland  respect- 
fully report,  that  he  accepts  the  appointment  to  the  special  work  of 
Testimony  Bearing,  with  the  understandimr  that  the  pastoral  relation 
between  himself  and  the  congregation  of  St.  John  be  not  dissolved  ;  that 
he  shall  enter  on  this  work  with  the  first  of  Julv  and  that  the  contrretra- 
tion  he  commended  to  the  Central  Board  of  Missions  for  the  supply  of  the 
pulpit  from  that  date.  T.  I\  Stevknson,  Cimirman. 

A  collection  was  taken  for  the  janitor  of  the  church,  amounting  to 
•24  79. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Sabbath  was  taken  up.  The 
remaining  item  of  the  report  was  adopted.  The  report  was  adopted 
*>  a  whole,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Sabbath. 

A  review  of  the  past  twelve  months  by  your  Committee  on  the  Sabbath 
calls  for  the  special  notice  of  the  following  points : 

I.  The  decisions  of  our  courts  on  the  Sabbath  question  have  been 
uore  strikingly  in  conflict  within  the  past  year  than  ever  before  in  the 
ndicial  history  of  our  States  and  nation.  Following  the  act  of  Congress 
cmditioniug  its  appropriation  to  the  World's  Columbian  Exposition,  at 

16 


240  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  the  [July  <fc  Aug 

Chicago,  on  the  closing  of  the  gates  on  the  Sabbath,  and  the  rule  of  th 
local  directory  in  harmony  with  this,  we  have  had  a  perfect  jangle  <s 
judicial  decisions.  On  the  one  hand  a  county  court,  presided  over  by  i 
judge  hostile  to  Christianity,  issued  its  injunction  forbidding  the  honoriiif 
of  the  Lord's  day  by  the  closing  of  the  gates.  On  the  other  hand,  I 
national  court  issued  its  injunction  against  opening  the  Fair  on  the  Sab 
bath.  Then  a  higher  national  decision  dissolved  the  latter  injunction 
leaving  the  former  injunction  against  closing  the  Fair  on  the  Lord's  dij 
in  full  force;  and  then  this  injunction  was  carried  into  effect  by  fininj 
certain  members  of  the  local  directory  from  $100  to  $1,000  each  for  tt» 
tempt  of  court  in  closing  the  gates  on  the  Sabbath.  An  appeal  wastakd 
from  the  sentence  of  the  court  imposing  these  fines,  but  as  the  appellate 
Court  did  not  meet  till  after  the  Fair  was  over,  the  evident  plot  to  defeal 
the  act  of  Congress  and  nullify  the  contract  of  the  Fair  authorities  w* 
successful  and  the  Sabbaths  were  violated,  with  the  exception  of  a  fei 
days,  at  the  end  of  the  exposition.  The  issue  of  the  appeal  since  tin 
casing  of  the  Fair,  in  favor  of  the  directors,  has  been  only  a  nornina 
victory  for  the  Sabbath.  The  schemers  accomplished  their  purpose  ami 
greed  and  pleasure  triumphed  over  our  Sabbath  laws,  the  act  of  Congrn 
and  the  strong  public  sentiment  behind  them.  We  have  learned  anei 
that  Sabbath  laws  on  our  statute  books,  and  even  acts  of  Congress,  ca) 
be  of  little  value  while  these  conflicting  judicial  decisions  are  possibk 
Both  laws  and  decisions  in  favor  of  the  Sabbath  are  sure  to  be  overriddfl 
with  impunity  in  critical  emergencies  by  greedy  capitalists  and  corpon 
tions  in  whose  support  counter  decisions  are  readily  given. 

II.  The  year  has  been  marked  by  a  growing  tendency  in  courts,  as 
legislatures,  and  among  a  large  class  of  professing  Christians  to  base  al 
civil  Sabbath  laws  on  grounds  of  social  order,  apart  from  moral  precejp 
and  religious  obligation.  The  effect  of  the  acceptance  of  this  low  an 
utterly  inadequate  basis  of  Sabbath  legislation  has  been  to  weaken  in  tb 
community  at  large,  the  sense  of  moral  obligation  under  such  Sabbati 
laws  as  we  have.  The  very  grounds  on  which  the  opening  of  the  WorM* 
Fair  and  afterwards  of  the  Midwinter  Fair,  in  California,  has  befli 
opposed  by  this  secular  theory  of  civil  goverment  have  weakened  rath* 
than  strengthened  our  Sabbath  laws.  In  the  end  such  a  mistaken  metbo 
of  defence  of  the  Sabbath  promotes  the  general  evil  of  Sabbath  desecfl 
tiou.  It  undermines  the  sense  of  accountability  to  God  and  leaves  n 
barrier  strong  enough  to  withstand  the  assaults  of  worldly  pleasure  $M 
gain*  It  prepares  the  way  for  the  wider  opening  of  the  doors  of  traB 
and  travel,  of  saloons  and  other  demoralizing  resorts.  It  helps  to  crow 
concert  halls  and  gardens,  exclusion  boats  and  trains,  and  ball  parks.  1 
extends  the  circulation  and  multiplies  the  readers  of  the  Sunday  net* 
paper — that  most  efficient  of  Satan's  devices  for  stimulating  and  intca 
sifying  other  forms  of  Sabbath  desecration. 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  deplorable  consequences  flowing  in  pal 
from  the  secular  theory  of  Sabbath  laws  is  one  happy  result.  Thelogia 
outworking  of  this  theory  has  been  leading  not  a  few  thoughtful  minds  1 
the  true  and  sufficient  basis  of  all  Sabbath  laws  in  State  or  nation — tl 
word  and  law  of  him  who  has  taught  us  that  the  Sabbath  was  made  ft 
man,  and  that  he  himself  is  therefore  as  the  Son  of  man,  the  Lord  of  tf 
Sabbath. 

III.  The  efforts  of  the  year  at  maintaining  Sabbath  laws  have  provi 
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the  necessity  of  a  constitutional  basis  for  them.  The  triumph  of  Sabbath 
desecration  at  Chicago,  would  have  been  prevented  by  a  suitable  basis  in 
the  national  constitution  for  the  act  of  congress  and  the  first  decision 
above  referred  to  of  the  United  States  District  Court.  In  this  conflict 
and  in  kindred  conflicts  in  our  States,  we  have  gone  through  and  keep 
going  through  disappointments  and  humiliations  that  should  open  the 
?yes  of  all  Christian  reformers  to  the  course  of  wisdom  and  certain  victory. 
Deep  interest  is  repeatedly  awakened,  large  meetings  are  held  at  great  ex- 
pense, legislatures  are  powerfully  influenced,  and  our  Sabbath  laws  are 
fur  a  little  while  more  faithfully  enforced.  But  the  excitement  dies  out, 
ictive  opponents  ot  our  Sabbath  laws  are  elected  to  high  office,  the 
ground  won  is  lost,  and  the  battle,  often  in  more  disadvantageous  circum- 
stances, has  all  to  be  fought  over  again.  The  conflict  now  going  on  in 
Pennsylvania  proves  that  the  people  ot  the  Commonwealth  must  ordain 
a  Sabbath  law  for  the  legislature  and  thus  provide  a  secure  and  stable 
basis  for  it  in  the  Constitution,  or  that  law,  after  a  century  of  honored 
victory,  will  in  all  probability  be  blotted  from  the  statutes  of  the  State. 
And  we  can  entertain  no  sure  hope  of  any  permanent  and  effective 
national  Sabbath  law  until  the  nation  shall  provide  a  firm  basis  for  it  in 
its  written  constitution,  by  a  due  acknowledgment  of  the  Lord  of  the 
Sabbath  and  his  law. 

Your  committee  offer  the  following  recommendations  for  adoption  by- 
Synod  : 

1.  That  our  people  be  encouraged  in  their  cordial  and  generous  co- 
operation with  all  practical  efforts  for  the  advancement  of  the  cause  of 
the  Sabbath  ;  that  we  continue  to  extend  our  help  to  the  American  Sab- 
bath Union,  and  all  local  societies  that  aim  at  the  better  enforcement  of 
existing  laws  or  the  securing  of  more  efficient  enactments ;  that  we  ex- 
press our  sympathy  and  promise  our  steady  co-operation  with  the  present 
efforts  at  Washington  to  secure  a  national  Sabbath  law  and  a  Sabbath 
law  for  the  District  of  Columbia  ;  and  especially,  this  present  year,  that 
we  lend  all  possible  aid  in  the  pro]x>sed  centennial  commemoration  of  the 
enactment  of  the  Sabbath  law  of  Pennsylvania. 

2.  That  in  all  our  Sabbath  reform  work  we  keep  more  distinctly  in 
view  the  moral  basis  for  all  State  or  national  Sabbath  laws  in  the  law  of 
God,  and  seek  the  due  acknowledgment  of  this  basis  in  our  civil  statutes* 

3.  That  we  urge  anew  upon  all  our  ministers  and  people  the  most 
scrupulous  observance  of  the  Sabbath  in  their  homes,  in  business  and 
travelling,  and  in  a  consistent  refusal  to  subscribe  for  any  newspaper,  or 
to  advertise  either  business  or  pulpit  services  in  it  on  any  day  of  the  week 
when  it  issues  an  edition  on  the  Lord's  day ;  and  we  further  urge  upon 
our  people  that  they  locate  their  homes  as  near  as  possible  to  their  places 
of  worship,  so  as  to  avoid  the  plea  of  necessity  for  using  the  cars  of  Sab- 
bath breaking  companies  or  corporations  in  going  to  or  from  church  on 
tbe  Lord's  day. 

4.  That  Synod  Dlace  on  permanent  record  its  approval  of  the  course 
f)f  the  members  of  mir  church,  who,  in  accordance  with  the  action  of  former 
Synods,  denied  themselves  for  conscience  sake  the  pleasures  and  advantages 
)f  attending  the  World's  Fair  because  of  its  desecration  of  the  Sabbath,  and 
rho  thus  kept  themselves  from  complicity  with  this  aggravated  instance 
f  the  nation's  practical  dishonoring  of  the  divine  law. 

5.     That  with  fresh  zeal  and  devotion  we  shall  continue  our  efforts  to 
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lead  the  nation,  as  such,  to  a  sense  of  its  responsibility  to  God  for  the 
keeping  of  the  Sabbath  by  the  Post  Office  Department  and  all  other  de- 
partments of  the  Government/or  the  tremendous  influence  of  its  high 
example  of  Sabbath  desecration  upon  all  the  citizens  and  especially  upot 
those  whom  it  employs  to  dishonor  the  Lord's  day,  and  for  providing  in 
its  written  Constitution  a  sure  foundation  for  all  necessary  Sabbath  legis- 
lation by  the  national  government  and  the  government  of  all  our  State 
6.  That  we  recognize  in  the  arrest  of  so  many  of  the  industries  in  our 
country,  and  in  the  consequent  wide-spread  financial  distress  and 
threatening  social  disorders,  God's  controversy  with  us  as  a  Sabbttk 
breaking  nation;  and  that  we  hereby  lift  up  our  voice  of  testimony 
against  the  nation's  sin  and  call  it  to  repentance  and  reformation,  lest  the 
the  Lord  of  the  Sabbath  kindle  a  fire  in  our  gates  that  shall  devour  our 
palaces  and  not  be  quenched.  Respectfully  submitted, 

David  McAllister, 

W.  P.  Johnston, 

R.  J.  Gault, 

J.  G.  Glasgow, 

A.  C.  Coulter. 


Committee. 


The  Committee  on  the  Death  of  D.  McKee  reported.  The  report 
was  accepted  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Report  of  Committee  on  the  Death  of  Rev,  D.  McKee. 

David  McKee  rested  from  his  labors  on  the  27th  of  December,  1893 
in  his  73d  year.  Born  near  Ballibay,  County  Monaghan,  Ireland,  he  re 
•ceivtd  his  early  education  in  his  native  country.  Coming  to  America  in 
1836,  and  settling  in  Crawford  county,  Pennsylvania,  he  resumed  hii 
:studie3  in  the  Mercer  Academy,  and  graduated  from  Jefferson  College  ifl 
1847.  He  studied  theology  in  the  Cincinnati  Seminary,  and  was  licensed 
!by  the  Pittsburgh  Presbytery,  April  9,  1851.  For  two  years  he  was  pro- 
fessor of  Greek  in  Westminster  College.  He  was  pastor  of  the  4th  con* 
gregation  of  Philadelphia  for  five  years,  and  of  Clarinda  congregation 
i'or  more  than  thirty-one  years,  having  rendered  more  than  forty  yeaii 
•of  active  service  in  the  minis-try.  He  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Grettfa 
daughter  of  the  late  David  Gregg,  of  Allegheny,  Pa.,  September  3,1854g 
and  was  moderator  of  the  Synod  of  188"). 

Mr.  McKee  was  distinguished  both  for  depth  and  clearness  of  thought 
and  great  clearness  of  expression,  a  thorough  familiarity  with  church 
!Jaw  and  order,  and  great  sagacity  and  soundness  of  judgment  in  dealing 
^vilh  all  perplexing  questions  that  claimed  his  attention.  Without  diflE 
acuity  lu)  quoted  and  applied  long  established  important  precedents,  con* 
frequently  his  brethren  looked  to  him  with  confidence  for  wise  and  safe 
^counsel  in  all  such  matters. 

He  never  shrank  from  the  defence  of  the  truth,  yet  so  great  were  bk 
•gentleness  and  amiability  of  disposition,  so  complete  his  self  control,  thd 
in  the  most  earnest  debate  passion  found  no  place.  I§  a  word,  the  quail 
tties  that  command  respect  and  confidence,  and  those  that  secure  affectifl^ 
♦were  in  him  blended  together  in  such  strength  and  harmony,  that  he  lrt< 
Hfrved,  trusted  and  honored  by  all  who  knew  him.  Thus  marked  by  rtft 
fiSelity,  as  a  leader,  he  was  consulted  and  followed  as  an  honored  fattrtti 
Mt  was  also  a  man  of  marked  piety,  a  man  of  prayer,  full  of  faith  anj 
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»  Holy  Ghost.  His  preaching  was  eminently  scriptural,  plain  and 
ictical.  When  failing  health  unfitted  him  tor  active  service,  his  con- 
^gation  refused  to  allow  him  to  resign  his  charge.  Afterward  when  it 
came  evident  that  the  long  existing  happy  relation  must  be  severed, 
»y  consented  with  much  reluctance  and  every  testimony  of  affectionate 
ipect  and  tender  sympathy.  Amid  all  the  graces  of  his  character,  none 
peared  in  greater  beauty  than  the  remarkable  patience  with  which  he 
dured  severe  and  protracted  suffering.  "  Mark  the  perfect  man,  and 
hold  the  upright ;  for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace."  The  good  and 
ithful  servant,  after  long  continuance  in  well  doing,  has  entered  into  the 
y  of  his  Lord.  D.  H.  Coulter,  *)      q,  *, 

J.  A.  Thompson,  f-  rJL-H„ 
J.  S.  Bell,  \   C™™ttee~ 

The  question  of  the  place  of  meeting  next  year  was  taken  up.  The 
invitation  to  meet  iu  Denver  was  accepted. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  reported.  The  report  was  accepted, 
ukI  taken  up  item  by  item  for  adoption.  Items  1  and  2  were  adopted. 
Pending  the  consideration  of  item  3,  the  hour  for  adjournment  arrived. 

J.  R.  Latimer  had  leave  of  absence  from  the  remaining  sessions  of 
the  court. 

Synod  was  adjourned  with  prayer  by  R  M.  Snriimerville,  to  meet  to- 
morrow morning  at  9  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY'S    PROCEEDINGS.— June  6. 

MORNING   SESSION. 

Synod  was  called  to  order  at  9  o'clock,  and  was  constituted  with 
►rayer  by  the  moderator. 

The  calling  of  the  roll  was  dispensed  with. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday's  proceedings  were  read,  amended  and 
pproved. 

Synod  resolved  to  hold  a  thanksgiving  service  at  the  usual  hour  for 
evotionai  exercises,  l>ecause  of  the  manifest  evidences  of  the  presence 
f  the  Spirit  in  answer  to  our  prayers. 

The  committee  to  answer  the  reasons  of  dissent  of  D.  McAllister 
0*1  others  reported.  The  report  was  accepted  and  adopted,  and  is  a* 
Mows : 

Answers  to  Reasons  of  Dissent. 

The  following  facts  appear  in  the  case  in  hand  :  A  call  was  made  by 
sneva  congregation,  Pittsburgh  Presbytery,  on  Henry  G.  Foster,  one 
'  its  licentiates.  tThe  Call  was  sustained  by  Presbytery  as  a  regular 
•pel  call,  was  presented  and  accepted.  Arrangements  were  made  by 
esbytery  for  Mr.  Foster's  ordination  and  installation.  Opposition  to> 
i  settlement  now  appeared.  When  the  presbytery  met  on  the  2d  of 
ijy  the  notice  was  given  in  the  Edict,  that  the  presbytery  k<  have  re- 
ved  to  proceed  to  his  ordination  and  installation  unless  some  lawful 
1  valid   reasons  be  offered   against  it.     Presbytery  therefoie   gives 
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notice  to  all  concerned  that  if  there  is  anything  why  the  said  Henry  6. 
Foster  may  not  be  ordained  and  installed  pastor  of  Geneva  congrega- 
tion, the  same  shall  be  made  known  to  presbytery  with  certiBcation  that 
if  no  sufficient  objection  be  made,  presbytery  will  proceed  without 
delay."  Papers  were  presented  by  a  minority,  and  remonstrants  were 
heard.  No  reasons  appear  as  passed  upon  by  piesbytery,  the  only 
action  being  as  follows  : 

14  Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  opposition  of  so  large  and  influen- 
tial a  minority  of  the  congregation,  including  five  of  the  seven  elder*, 
presbytery  deems  it  best  not  to  go  forward  with  the  ordination  and 
installation  of  Mr.  Henry  G.  Foster." 

The  rights  of  a  congregation  are  involved  here,  where  a  call  has  been 
regularly  made,  and  sustained  by  presbytery. 

The  rights  of  a  candidate  for  the  ministry  are  involved  here  where  a 
presbytery  has  given  a  call  into  his  hands. 

There  is  no  discretionary  power  in  a  presbytery  to  take  away  then 
rights  without  reason.  There  must  be  reasons  presented  for  the  con- 
sideration of  presb}*tery,  and  these  presbytery  must  pronounce  "  lawful 
and  valid  "  when  it  forbids  the  settlement  of  a  pastor  elect.  So  for  the 
Dissolution  of  the  Pastoral  Connection  between  a  Minister  and  his 
Congregation.  (Book  of  Discipline,  p.  108)  the  law  of  our  church 
provides:  "  Presbytery  must  have  sufficient  and  valid  reasons  before 
it  proceeds  to  the  dissolution  of  the  pastoral  relation  in  any  case. 
Both  the  pastor  and  the  congregation  must  be  informed  of  the  proposed 
dissolution  of  their  connection,  and  have  an  opportunity  of  being  heart 
before  presbytery  proceed  to  dissolve  it.  Presbyter}'  may  not  dissolve 
the  pastoral  relation  existing  between  a  minister  and  his  people,  unless 
it  is  urged,  at  least,  by  one  of  the  parties.9'  A  presbytery  may  not  base 
its  action  "  on  the  ground  of  the  fact  of  opposition,  irrespective  of  it* 
grounds,"  in  the  case  of  the  congregation,  much  less  in  the  case  of  • 
minority  of  a  congregation.  Reasons  must  be  had  before  it  proceed.  I 
These  it  must  decide  to  be  sufficient  and  valid. 

So  the  discipline  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  provideSi 
Article  II,  Sec.  3,  Ordination  and   Installation,  'The  presbytery   j 

having  met shall  make  proclamation  in  the  church  that  it  is  ; 

now  assembled  and  ready  to  hear  any  objections  to  the  life  and  doctrine 
of  the  candidate.    If  no  objections  are  made,  the  presbytery  shall  proceed  ; 
with  the  ordination  ;  but  if  any  are  made,  the  presbytery  shall  carefully 
consider  them,  and  shall  either  sustain  or  over  rule  them,  as  their  nature 
and  proof  may  render  necessary." 

So  Article  IV.  Dissolution,  u  When  circumstances  arise  which  seem 
to  render  a  dissolution  of  the  pastoral  relation  necessarj-,  application  tt> 
this  end  may  be  made  either  by  the  pastor  or  people,  or  by  both  united 
and  it  shall  in  all  cases  be  accompanied  with  a  statement  of  the  reasons 
for  which  it  is  urged."  That  church  does  not  know  any  more  than  our 
own  of  respect  to  opposition  "  on  the  ground  of  the  fyit  of  that  opposU 
tion  irrespective  of  its  grounds.'' 

The  law  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Ireland  is  still  more  guarded.  . 
Chapter  V, .  Sec.  XII,  Ordination,  'When  the  presbytery  appoint"  a 
day  for  ordaining  a  minister  in  a  particular  congregation,  a  member  , 
shall  be  sent  to  serve  the  edict  eight  days  before  the  ordination.    TfoS 
form  of  the  edict  shall  be  as  follows:     "A  call  from  this  congregation 
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ing  been  presented  to  ... .         ,  sustained  by  the  presbytery 

accepted  by  him,  the  presbytery  of ,  do  hereby 

lish  •  their  edict,  that  the da\-  of ,  has 

1  appointed  for  his  ordination  and  installation.  If  any  member 
lis  congregation  object  to  his  life  or  doctrine  (this)  must  be  lodged 
i  me  (the  officiating  minister)  within  three  days  from  this  time, 
irwise  the  presbytery  will  not  entertain  such  objection."  That 
rch  will  not  entertain  even  formal  objections,  much  less  oral  state- 
ts  not  presented  before  the  day  of  ordination.  It  would  not  refuse 
roceed  because  of  the  opposition  of  a  minority,  irrespective  of  the 
rods  of  that  opposition. 

gain,  there  is  an  engagement  formed  when  the  presbytery,  acting 
ver  both  the  congregation  and  one  of  its   licentates,  gives  him  the 

Presbytery  may  not  then  decline  to  constitute  the  relation  of 
:or  and  people  without  reason.     The  parties  may  not  be  forbidden 
lout  reason,  to  fulfill  their  mutual  engagements.     The  opposition  of 
inority  a  irrespective  of  its  grounds,"  is  not  a  reason. 
Ve,  therefore,  make  answer  to  the  reasons  of  dissent  as  follows  : 

The  discretionary  power  of  presbytery  is  not  denied  by  the  sus- 
ing  of  this  Complaint,  but  its  unreasonable  exercise  in  this  case. 

I.  Synod  did  not  understand  the  representatives  of  the  complain- 
;  to  take  the  position  that  is  attributed  to  them  in  the  second  reason 
lissent.  And  if  they  had  done  so,  the  decision  of  Synod  has  full 
ification  in  the  Complaint  of  Geneva  Congregation  against  the  pres- 
ery,  transferred  to  Synod. 

II.  The  fact  of  opposition  is  not  a  reason  of  opposition.  The  Edict 
ed  for  reasons. 

W  There  is  a  clear  distinction  between  counsel  and  control.  This 
ision  of  the  presbytery  was  the  exercise  of  power.  Was  it  a  reason- 
\  exercise  of  power?     It  does  not  so  appear. 

'.  Synod,  while  having  all  confidence  in  presbyteries,  cannot  fore- 
ts  duty  to  judge  of  the  exercise  of  the  discretionary  power  of  the 
rior  courts. 

I.  Nothing  appeared  in  this  case  to  show  the  invasion  of  the  rights 
he  minority,  and  Synod  earnestly  hopes  that  their  minds  ma}'  be 
bused  of  an}*  such  thought  that  their  rights  have  been  invaded, 
od  seeks  to  promote  peace.  As  a  court  of  Christ's  house,  it  must 
jerve  the  rights  of  parties  who  come  in  due  order  before  it. 
he  Reasons  of  Dissent  do  not  cover  the  sustaining  of  the  Complaint 
.gainst  the  proceedings  of  presbytery.  If  the  decision  of  presby- 
had  been  proper,  it  would  still  be  vitiated  by  the  procedure. 

D.  B.  Willson,  ) 

James  Kennedy.         V  Committee. 
Adam  Walkinshaw,) 

ansas  Presbytery  reported.  The  report  was  received  and  referred 
he  Committee  on  Presbvterial  Reports,  except  so  much  as  relates 
ipplies,  to  the  Committee  on  Supplies,  and  so  much  as  relates  to 
»ce,  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

he  Committees  on  the  records  of  Ohio,  Lakes,  Pittsburgh,  Iowa, 
ois,  New  York  and  Rochester  Presbyteries  reported  "that  they 
J  nothing  in  them  contrary  to  the  law  and  order  of  the  church." 
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The  records  of  Philadelphia  Presbytery  were  found  in  accord  with 
the  law  and  order  of  the  church,  except  that  the  minute  of  October 
20th  lacks  the  signature  of  the  moderator  and  clerk. 

The  Committee  on  the  Records  of  Kansas  Presbytery  reported. 
Report  accepted  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 

Report  of  Committee  on  Reeords  of  Kansas  Presbytery. 

Your  committee  would  respectfully  report,  that  we  have  examined  the 
records  of  Kansas  Presbytery  and  find  nothing  contrary  to  the  law  and 
order  of  the  church  except  that,— in  the  minute' of  June  3,  1893,  page 
288  there  is  a  correction  in  lead  pencil.  Also  in  the  minute  for  October 
25,  18P3,  page  12,  new  book,  the  minute  of  tl.e  commission  to  install  Rev. 
T.  J.  Allen,  pastor  of  Sterling,  Kansas,  states  that  the  usual  questions 
being  answered  satisfactorily  by  the  candidate,  the  relati<»n  wa*  declared 
consummated  after  which  Prof.  McCartney  led  in  prayer.  According  to 
Presbyterian  order  the  relation  is  consummated  by  prayer,  and  the  minutes 
should  so  record.  G.  M.  Kobe, 

H.  H.  George, 

J.  R.  Wyue,  )-  Committee. 

I).  S.  Anderson, 

J.  H.  Pickens, 

The  Committee  on  the  Records  of  Colorado  Presbytery  re]x>rted. 
The  report  was  accepted  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 

Report  of  Committee  on  Records  of  Colorado  Presbytery. 

Your  committee  would  respectfully  report,  that  we  have  examined  said 
minutes  and  find  in  them  nothing  contrary  to  the  law  and  order  of  the 

*  '  *■'  * 

church,  except  that  in  the  minute  on  page  four  of  the  organization  of  the 
presbytery,  the  act  of  Synod  authorizing  said  organization  is  not  embodied 
but  m*  rely  referred  to.         Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  R.  Latimer, 

T.  J.  Allen, 

£.  R.  McClurkin,  }  Committee. 

S.  8.  Armstrong,     | 

I).  G.  McKee,         J 

The  records  of  Vermont  and  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia 
Presbyteries  were  not  present. 

It  was  resolved  that  during  the  remaining  sessions  of  Synod  mem- 
bers be  limited  to  five  minutes  each  in  remarks  on  questions  brought 
before  the  court. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Missions  was  taken  up.  The  re- 
maining items  were  adopted. 

Pending  the  adoption  of  the  report  as  a  whole,  a  committee,  con- 
sisting of  D.  Metheny,  \V.  W.  Carithers,  D.  B.  Willson,  R.  J.George, 
and  "NV.  G.  Carson,  was  appointed  to  confer  with  suitable  persons  with 
reference  to  entering  on  mission  work  in  China. 

Synod  was  led  in  special  prayer  by  I).  Metheny  for  direction  aik 
guidance  in  the  matter  before  the  court. 


894.  J  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church.  247 

D.  Metheny,  of  the  Foreign  Mission,  was  heard  on  behalf  of  the 
vork  iu  the  foreign  fields.  W.  W.  Carithers,  of  the  Indian  Mission,. 
wis  heard  in  behalf  of  the  work  in  Cache  Creek  Mission.  J.  EL 
?ickens  aud  R.  J.  Mclsaac,  of  the  Soutliern  Mission,  were  heard  on 
)ehalf  of  the  mission  in  Alabama. 

J.  Kennedy  and  R.  M.  Sommerville  were  lieard  on  behalf  of  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board. 

W.  J.  Coleman  was  heard  on  behalf  of  the  work  of  the  Central 
Board  of  Missions. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  subject  of  missions,  the  hour  for 
Jevotional  exercises  arrived. 

D.  McAllister,  H.  H.  George,  W.  S.  Fulton,  S.  W.  Fulton,  G.  P. 
Raitt,  T.  McFall,  J.  H.  Pickens,  A.  Walkinshaw  and  J.  C.  K.  Faris 
were  excused  from  attendance  on  the  remaining  sessions  of  Synod. 

One  half-hour  was  spent  in  the  service  of  thanksgiving  to  God  for 

l»is  manifest  presence  during  the  sessions  of  the  court. 

Syuod  took  a  recess  to  meet  at  1.30  p.  m.  Prayer  by  N.  R.  John- 
ston. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Synod  was  called  to  order  at  the  appointed  hour,  aud  was  opened 
■villi  prayer  by  John  Hunter. 

The  consideration  of  the  report  on  missions  was  resumed. 

The  committee  to  nominate  a  committee  to  co-operate  with  other 
hurohes  in  the  preparation  of  a  new  metrical  version  of  the  Psalms 
resented  the  following  names ;  W.  J.  Coleman,  D.  McAllister,  D.  B. 
Pillson,  James  Kennedy,  T.  P.  Stevenson. 

The  Committee  to  confer  with  suitable  persons  with  reference  to 
itering  on  mission  work  in  China  reported 

"  That  they  have  conferred  with  Robert  J.  Mclsaac  and  Elmer 
LeBuruev,  who  have  expressed  to  us  their  readiness  to  go  wherever  the 
laner  calls  them." 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Missions  was  reconsidered.  Synod 
esolved  to  proceed,  after  prayer,  lo  the  election  of  two  missionaries 
o  China,  and  that  the  election  be  by  ballot.  Elmer  McBurney,  and 
lobert  J.  Mclsaac  of  the  Selma  Mission,  were  chosen.  The  election 
»f  Elmer  McBurney  was  made  unanimous. 

The  election  of  Robert  J.  Mclsaac  was  not  made  unanimous,  because 
>f  the  earnest  protests  against  taking  him  from  his  work  in  the 
Southern  Mission. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Missions  was  adopted  as  a  whole, 
ud  is  as  follows : 

Report  of  Committee  on  Missions. 

The  committee  on  Missions  respectfully  reports  that  the  following  papers 
ive  been  referred  to  us  : 

1.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 

2.  Report  of  Central  Board  of  Missions. 

3.  Items  4,  5,  6,  7,  9  and  10  of  the  Report  of  the  Missionary  Confer- 
ee. 
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4.  Resolution  of  Dr.  Metheny,  as  to  appointment  of  Missionaries  to 
China. 

5.  Item  from  the  Report  of  the  Presbytery  of  Colorado,  as  to  work 
among  the  Chinese  at  Seattle. 

6.  Request  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  Pittsburgh  Presby  lery 
as  to  Industrial  School  at  Selma 

Our  people  will  find  much  iu  the  reports  of  the  Mission  Boards  to  in- 
terest and  incourage  them,  if  they  will  carefully  study  them.  Special 
attention  should  be  given  to  the  call  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  for 
money  for  the  improvement  of  mission  buildings  in  Suadia.  It  is  very 
discouraging  to  the  missionaries  and  most  discreditable  to  the  church  at 
home,  when  after  they  have  given  up  all  to  serve  the  church,  they  have 
to  plead  and  bes:  for  the  ordinary  facilities  for  carrying  on  their  work 
and  then  have  their  request  delayed  or  even  refused.  We  give  many  a 
pledge  to  our  missionaries,  departing  to  foreign  fields,  which  we  very 
imperfectly  fulfill. 

The  reports  brought  by  Dr.  Mttheny  of  the  persistent  and  successful 
attacks  upcn  our  missions  by  its  relentless  and  unscrupulous  foe,  the 
Turkish  Government,  should  awaken  the  whole  church  to  increasing 
prayer  and  call  forth  every  effort  to  arouse  our  government  to  interpose 
for  the  protection  of  our  missionaries  in  their  rights.  Let  them  be  assured 
that  the  story  of  their  trials  and  sufferings,  moves  all  our  hearts  to  sym- 
pathy, and  strengthens  the  bonds  of  our  affection  towards  them. 

The  rejx>rt  of  the  Central  Board  is  most  encouraging  in  many  directions. 

The  Domestic  Mission  has  grown  wonderfully  in  extent  and  efficiency. 
The  rec  >rd  of  the  year's  work  in  securing  church  buildings,  in  the  settle- 
ment of  pastors,  in  regular  dispensation  of  ordinances,  in  vigorous  prose- 
cution of  congregational  work,  in  Sabbath  Schools  and  young  people's 
societies,  resulting  in  many  encouraging  accessions  to  the  church,  marks  a 
progress  that  will  cause  the  church  to  sing  for  joy. 

The  great  success  which  has  crowned  the  efforts  to  plant  congregations 
iD  Kansas  City,  Topeka,  La  Junta,  Denver  and  Seattle,  should  arouse  the 
church  to  enthusiasm  in  boldly  planting  the  /Covenanter  standard  in 
every  important  centre  throughout  our  land. 

The  report  of  the  Southern  Mission  is  full  of  hopefulness.  At  last  our 
streets  there  are  '*  free  from  complaints/'  The  work  of  building  up  an 
industrial  department  in  connection  with  the  Selma  school,  should  receive 
prompt  and  generous  aid. 

Mr.  Picken's  work  at  Pleasant  Grove  has  had  good  success. 

'1  he  Chinese  Mission  reports  good  accessions  in  the  face  of  much  oppo- 
sition. An  average  attendance  of  twenty-one  seems  rather  meagre  out  of 
an  enrollment  of  110  scholars,  seventeen  of  whom  are  members  of  the 
church.  The  Board  explains  the  smallness  of  the  average  attendance  by 
the  fact  that  owing  to  the  anti  Chinese  legislation  and  other  causes  of  a 
local  nature  the  scholars  frequently  change  their  place  of  residence  so 
that  they  cannot  attend  with  regularity  the  school.  This  mission  has  no 
representative  on  the  floor  of  Synod,  while  all  the  other  missions  have. 
Several  of  our  ministers  who  have  visited  the  mission  during  the  year 
could  be  heard  in  behalf  of  its  claims. 

The  Indian  Mission  continues  to  receive  signal  marks  of  the  divine 
favor.  The  prospect  that  very  soon  a  number  of  converted  Indians  will 
be  admitted  to  the  full  communion  of  the  church  permits  our  faithful 
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li-sionaries  there  to  enter  into  ihe  joy  of  their  Lord,  when  he  "see3  of 
le  travail  of  his  soul  and  is  satisfied."  We  learn  from  sources  outside  of 
le  report  that  plans  are  being  rapidly  matured  for  enlarging  the  work. 
et  the  church  c  mtinue  to  keep  the  treasury  of  the  Indian  Mission  full. 
The  report  of  the  Missionary  Conference  brought  before  the  committee 
le  subject  of  a  Jewish  Mission.  The  iact  is  that  the  work  has  already 
?en  inaugurated.  Rev.  J.  C.  Smith  has  opened  a  Jewish  Mission  in 
inflection  with  his  pastoral  charge  in  Cincinnati,  and  Mr.  Louis  Meyer, 
1  e  lucated  Hebrew,  has  believed  in  Jesus  and  united  with  our  church. 
he  Rev.  J.  C.  McFeeters  and  his  |>eople   have  entered  upon  a  similar 

•  »rk  among  the  Jews  in  Philadelphia.  They  expect  to  have  the  services 
"  Mr.  Moses  Greenberg,  now  prosecuting  his  studies  in  the  seminary. 
ur  beloved  missionary  Dr.  Methenv,  who  was  God's  instrument  in  lead- 
g  Mr.  Greenberg  to  Christ,  with  characteristic  devotion,  has  secured  a 
liiable  building  in  Philadelphia  and  tenders  it  free  of  rent  for  the  use 
'  this  mission.     With  these  facts  before  us  there  is  no  mistaking  the  call 

*  the  Lord  to  go  forward.  Two  Hebrew  missionaries  are  ready  to  begin 
l>or  among  their  own  people,  two  splendid  fields  are  open  before  us ; 
fo  pastors  and  their  congregations  have  seized  the  opportunity  and 
iteied  the  open  doors,  but  the  work  is  too  great  for  them  and  now  the 
lurch  is  asked  to  make  the  arms  of  these  hands  strong  by  placing  her 
rung  arms  underneath  them. 

The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  reports  that  '•  there  is  money  in  hand 
>r  the  establishing  of  a  mission  in  China,  but  no  response  has  yet  been 
Jade  to  repeated  calls  for  volunteers."  The  resolution  of  Dr.  Metheny 
eferred  to  us,  asks  Synod  to  come  to  the  aid  of  the  Board  "  by  making 
hoice  of  one  or  two  ministers  and  one  physician  to  go  as  your  missionary 
">  China."     Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  missionaries  should 

*  chosen  and  called  to  this  work  by  the  church. 

The  item  referred  to  us  from  the  report  of  Colorado  Presbytery  is  as 
•Hows  : 

That  after  careful  investigation  of  the  openings  for  work  on  the  coast 
•e  would  respectfully  ask  fey  nod  if  the  Chinese  mission  fund  may  not  be 
>  divided  as  to  assist  congregations  on  the  coast  in  conducting  Chinese 
anions. 

As  the  Chinese  fund  shows  a  balance  of  nearly  82,000,  it  seems  possible 

•  render  aid  to  weak  mission  congregations  who  undertake  labor  among 
he  Chinese  and  where  the  work  grows  beyond  their  strength.  We  there- 
in^ submit  a  recommendation  to  this  effect. 

In  the  other  items  referred  to  us  from  the  report  of  the  Conference  on 
tli&ions,  the  suggestions  are  all  approved  and  embraced  in  the  recommend- 
ations of  this  report. 

We  recommend  : 

1.  That  Synod  in  behalf  of  the  whole  church  expresses  its  apprecia- 
Jonof  the  faithful  and  wise  endeavors  jof  our  Mission  Boards  in  supervi- 
wjjand  directing  this  great  department  of  our  church  work  ;  and  of  the 
levoted  labors  of  our  missionaries  in  home  and  foreign  fields,  and  esjK'cially 
*'*  would  convey  to  our  afflicted  brethren  in  Asia  Minor  and  Syrian  field 
the  deep  sympathy  of  all  our  people,  in  their  present  sore  trials  and  dis- 
paragements. 

2-  That  Synod  having  received  information  that  there  are  those  among 
^  young  ministers  who  are  willing  to  undertake  the  work  in  the  foreign 
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field  if  satisfied  that  they  are  called  thereto  by  Christ  the  church's  Head, 
that  Synod  at  once  go  forward  in  the  choice  of  two  ministers  to  be  sent 
out  m  the  church's  missionaries  to  China. 

3.  That  the  church  enter  upon  the  founding  of  a  Jewish  mission  ;  that 
the  sum  of  81,000  be  appropriated  for  this  purpose,  and  a  day  appointed 
for  the  offering  to  be  made  and  the  contributions  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  treasurer  of  the  Central  Board  of  Missions,  to  be  disbursed  under 
direction  of  that  Board.  That  for  the  present  year  the  management  of 
the  missions  already  inaugurated,  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  pastors  and 
sessions  having  them  in  charge,  with  instructions  to  present  their  needs  to 
the  Central  Board. 

4.  That  the  weak  congregations  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  engaged  in 
Chinese  work  and  needing  assistance  be  instructed  to  submit  their  plans 
of  work  to  the  Central  Board  of  Missions,  and  that  this  Board  be  author- 
ized to  make  such  appropriation  for  their  aid  as  their  judgment  approved 
out  of  the  Chinese  Mission  Fund. 

5.  That  the  congregations  of  Monongahela  and  McKeesport  of  Pitts- 
burgh Presbytery,  of  Muskingum  and  Toiuica  of  Ohio  Presbyterv,  aud 
Eliiota  of  Iowa  Presbytery  be  placed   under  care  of  the  Central  Board. 

b\  That  the  Central  Board  be  authorized  to  take  steps  to  start  a 
mission  in  Chicago,  and  at  any  other  intiuential  centre  where  thev  find  an 
opening  and  can  command  the  means  necessary. 

7.  That  the  request  of  the  Women's  Missionary  Society  of  Pittsburgh 
Presbytery  be  granted,  and  that  the  Industrial  School  in  connection  with 
the  Southern  Mission  be  commended  to  the  Sabbnth  Schools  of  the  church 
as  their  special  work  for  this  year. 

8.  That  H.  H.  George  be  added  to  the  Central  Board  of  Missions,  in 
accordance  with  their  recommendation. 

R.  J.  George, 

John  \V.  F.  Carlisle, 

T.  H.  Walker, 

J.  K.  Mtller, 

J.  C.  Calderwood, 


Committee. 


Report  of  the  Central  Board  of  Missiojis. 

The  meetings  of  the  Board  during  the  past  year  liave  been  regularly  held. 
The  attendance  of  the  members  has  been  exceptionally  good.  Notwithstanding 
the  financial  condition  of  the  country,  which  has  seriously  interfered  with  many 
benevolent  undertakings,  the  missions  entrusted  to  our  care  are  in  a  prosperous 
condition 

DOMESTIC   MISSION. 

Bame&ville,  N.  B.— Rev.  J.  li.  Kaird  labored  in  this  congregation  during  the 
months  of  July,  August,  September  and  October.  Since  then  it  has  depended 
on  the  presbytery  for  supplies.  The  Lord's  Supper  was  dispensed  ouce  during 
the  year.     The  membership  is  41. 

Uoulton,  Me. —  I  he  report  received  fiom  "the  minister  appointed  by  the  pres- 
bytery of  New  Brunswick  and  Nova"  Scotia  to  investigate  the  condiiiou  and 
prospects  of  this  congregation  "  was,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Board,  sufficiently 
encouraging  to  justify  it  in  endeavoring  to  send  some  one  to  labor  there  for  a 
few  months.  Two  appointments  were  made,  but  both  were  decliued.  The  con- 
gregation has  not  however,  been  altogether  without  preaching.  An  arrange- 
ment was  made  by  the  presbytery  for  one  of  its  members  to  supply  it  part 
time.  The  membership  is  20.  The  Lord's  Supper  was  not  dispensed  during 
the  year. 

Kama*  City,  Mo  — Rev.  W.  M.  Glasgow  having  accepted  a  call  to  Beaver 
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Falls  congregation,  resigned  his  position  here,  the  resignation  taking  effect  on 
October  1,  1803.  Since  then  Rev.  J.  R  W.  Stevenson  has  had  charge  of  the 
work.  His  labors  have  given  satisfaction.  A  church  building  in  the  south- 
western part  of  the  city  has  been  purchased  at  a  cost  of  $6,000,  $2,783.38  of 
which  have  been  paid.  It  has  a  seating  capacity  of  300,  and  is  well  located. 
The  Lord's  Supper  was* dispensed  once  during  the  year.  The  congregation  now 
numbers  55.  It  has  a  Sabbath  School  with  an  enrollment  of  85  scholars,  a 
Ladies'  Missionary  Society  with  20  members,  a  Y.  P.  S.  C*  E.  with  25  members, 
and  a  Junior  Y.  P.  S.  C.  £.  with  20  members. 

First  New  York.— After  making  inquiry  as  to  "  the  expense  of  carrying  on 
the  work  in  this  field  and  if  the  prospects  are  satisfactory/'  the  Board  decided 
to  take  the  congregation  under  its  care,  and  appointed  Mr.  E.  H.  Buck  to  labor 
there.  He  commenced  his  work  about  August  1,  1893,  and  has  l>een  continued 
till  the  present  time.  Services  are  held  in  a  hall  which  has  a  seating  capacity  of 
150.  The  congregation  numbers  18.  It  has  a  Sabbath  School  with  an  average 
attendance  of  50,  and  a  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.  The  Lord's  Supper  has  not  been  dis- 
pensed during  the  year.  ^Arrangements  have  been  made  to  have  this  attended 
to  before  the  meeting  of  oynod.  The  interest  on  the  money  received  from  the 
sale  of  the  church  property  is  sufficient  to  meet  all  expenses. 

St,  Louis,  Mo. — Kev.  T.  A.  Rusk  commenced  to  labor  here  by  our  appoint- 
ment on  the  1st  of  December,  1893.  The  congregation  is  now  worshipping  in  a 
ball.  A  lot  has  been  purchased  and  the  contract  given  for  a  new  church  build- 
ing. The  auditorium  will  have  a  seating  capacity  of  300.  This  can  be  increased 
by  the  addition  of  the  Sabbath  School  room  to  500.  It  is  thought  there  will  be 
no  debt  on  the  building  when  ready  for  occupancy  which  will  be  before  long. 
$11,803  were  obtained  as  damages  from  the  city  which  appropriated  twenty 
feet  of  the  old  church  property  to  its  use.  Thirty-eight  feet,  six  inches  still  re- 
main which  is  valued  at  $100  a  foot.  The  prospects  of  the  congregation  are 
brighter  than  they  have  been  for  some  time.  It  has  a  membership  of  20.  The 
Lord's  Supper  has  not  been  dispensed  since  November,  1892. 

East  End  Pittsburgh. — The  Board  has  complied  with  the  instructions  of  Synod 
with  reference  to  East  End  congregation.  A  call  was  moderated  in  September, 
1803,  which  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Dr.  H.  H.  George.  He  was  installed  pas- 
tor on  the  3d  of  April,  1891.  The  congregation  numbers  33  It  has  a  Sabbath 
School  with  au  enrollment  of  15b*  scholars,  and  a  Ladies*  Missionary  Society. 
The  Lord's  Supper  was  dispensed  twice  during  the  year. 

StattU  and  Kent,  Wash.—  Rev.  P.  J.    McDonald,  who  is  still  laboring  in  this 
field,  was  ordained  in  accordance  with  our  request  by  Pittsburgh  Presbytery  on 
the  23d  of  May,  1693.     The  congregation  has  erected  a  neat  and  commodious 
church   building.     There   is  in   connection   with    it   a   comfortable   parsonage. 
When  the  appropriation  from  the  Church  Erection  Fund   is  paid,  the  entire 
indebtedness   will   be    about   $2,000.00.     The    Loid's    Supper    was    dispensed 
during  the  year.     The  congregation  numbers  40,  and  gives  good  promise  of  be- 
coming before  long  sol f-suppo:  ting.     It  has  a  Sabbath  School  of  124  scholars,  and 
a  Chinese  school  numbering  27.    Mr.  McDonald  reports  Suuuydale,  12  miles  dis- 
tant from  Seattle,  as  a  very  inviting  field. 

Topeka,  Kan. — Rev.  J.  W.  Dill  is  still  laboring  in  this  place.  The  congrega- 
tion worships  in  a  hall  though  it  hopes  soon  to  have  a  church  building  of  its 
own.  A  lot  costing  $1,010.00  has  been  purchased,  $700.00  of  which  have  been 
paid.  Had  not  the  financial  depression  interfered,  the  cou tract  for  the  erection 
of  the  building  would  have  been  given.  The  Lord's  Supper  was  dispensed  dur- 
ing the  year.  The  congregation  now  numbers  58.  It  has  a  Sabbath  School 
with  an  enrollment  of  63,  a  mission  Sabbath  School  with  an  enrollment  of  00, 
a  missionary  society  with  18  members,  a  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.  with  a  membership  of 
30.     Mr.  Dill  preaches  once  a  month  at  the  mission  school  in  Oaklaud. 

Waftoo,  Neb. — Mr.  I.  T.  E.  McBurney  commenced  to  labor  in  this  field  on  the 
16th  of  July.  A  call  made  our.  for  him  by  the  congregation  was  accepted  and  he 
was  ordained  and  installed  pastor  on  the  18th  of  May.  The  Lord's  Supper  was 
dispensed  during  the  year.  The  congregation  numbers  49.  It  has  a  Sabbath 
School  with  50  scholars  enrolled,  a  mission  Sabbath  School  with  18,  and  an  en- 
couraging Y.  P.  S.  C.  E. 

Youngstown,  0. — Rev.  G.  P.  Raitt  labored  in  this  congregation  for  about  four 
months  commencing  immediately  after  the  meeting  of  Synod.     Alter  his  resig- 
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nation  we  did  not  make  another  appointment,  as  it  was  deemed  advisable  to 
request  Pittsburgh  Presbytery  to  adjudicate  troubles  of  lone  standing,  and 
which  interfered  with  successful  work.  This  has  been  done.  During  the  past 
three  months  occasional  supplies  have  been  sent.  The  congregation  numbers 
34.    The  Lord '8  Supper  was  dispensed  once  during  the  year. 

The  reports  from  Sylvania,  Mo  ,  and  De  Wilt,  Ark',  were  not  sufficiently  en- 
couraging to  justify  the  Board  taking  them  uuder  its  care. 

We  still  supplement  the  following  settled  congregations  : 

Denver,  Col.,  with  a  membership  of  60,  an  encouraging  Sabbath  School  and 
Y.  P.  S.  C.  E. 

Evans,  Col.,  with  a  membership  of  63,  and  a  Sabbath  School  of  67. 

La  Junta,  Col.,  with  a  membership  of  36,  two  Sabbath  Schools  with  an  en- 
rollment of  206,  and  a  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E. 

The  supplement  to  Denver  was  dtcteased  only  one  half  the  amount  agreed 
upou  at  the  time  of  settlement 

The  appropriations  to  the  different  presbyteries  have  all  been  paid. 

As  an  ad  interim  committee  of  supplies  we  assigned  Rev.  J.  M.  Littlejohu  to 
New  York  Presbytery. 

On  hand $ 3, 293  28 

Receipts. 

From  congregations $1,427  92 

From  dividends 1,896  06 

From  bequests  and  other  sources 709  72 

$3,533  70 

$6,826  98 
Expenditures.  $6,128  28 

Balance $    701  1° 

We  ask  for  $7,000  for  this  mission. 

80UTHERN   MISSION. 

Mr.  Mclsaac,  who  wasordaiued  by  Pittsburgh  Presbytery  on  the  10th  of  J  J*tt» 
continues  in  charge  of  this  mission.  His  management  gives  entire  satisfact****' 
There  is  no  friction  between  him  and  the  Board  or  between  him  and  the  teach ^^ 
but  hearty  co-operation  on  the  part  of  all.  # 

8elma%  Ala — Mr.  Kingston  has  oversight  of  the  congregation.  It  numt^"*5 
87.  There  were  two  communions  during  the  year  The  Sabbath  Schor-^3* 
morning  and  afternoon,  are  in  excellent  condition.  In  his  last  report  to  ^ 
Board  Mr.  Mclsaac  states  that  on  the  preceding  Sabbath,  (the  22d  of  Apt^". 
there  was  au  attendance  of  270.  No  change  has  been  made  in  the  amount  *^%J 
which  the  Board  supplements  Mr.  Kingston's  salary.  The  enrollment  in  the 
school  is  291  with  an  average  attendance  of  215.  The  receipts  from  the  tax 
$410.20.  No  change  has  been  made  in  the  course  of  study.  The  teachers 
Miss  Mary  A.  Dodds,  Miss  Nettie  M.George,  Miss  Fannie  J.  Howland,  MissSop^ 
P.  Kingston,  Miss  Margaret  McCartney  and  Mrs.  G.  M.  Sims.  The  four  room^ 
the  third  story  are  still  unoccupied.     Mr.  Mclsaac  writes  that  "a  beginning 

industrial  training  has  been  made  this  year,  and  if  we  can  have  another  room -^ 

that  the  number  of  pupils  in  any  one  will  not  be  so  great,  this  work  can  be 
ried  on  and  enlarged  with  no  great  additional  expense,  and  may  possibly  i 
short  time  become  self-sustaining.    It  is  desirable  that  this  department  be 
tended  as  fast  as  circumstances  will  permit,  for  the  pupils  especially  need 
training." 

Pleasant  Grove,  Ala. — A  new  frame  building  was  erected  here  last  fall  su 
ciently  large  to  accommodate  the  day  school  and  the  Sabbath  audiences  at  a 
of  $95.59.     All  of  this  was  raised  in  the  mission  except  $27.00,  contributed 
friends  in  the  north.    A  series  of  religious  meetings  was  held  here  at  which 
siderable  interest  was  manifested.     Two  applicants  for  membership  were 
ceived  and  baptized.     The  enrollment  of  scholars  in  the  day  school  is  50,  wi 
an  average  attendance  of  32.    The  average  attendance  at  the  Sabbath  School 
34.    There  is  preaching  every  other  Sabbath.     Mr.  J.  H.  Pickens  continues 
charge. 

Valley  Creek,  Ala. — The  school  house  here  is  in  need  of  repairs.    These  n 


1394.]  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church.  253 

in  all  probability  soon  be  made  as  a  subscription  for  that  purpose  has  been 
taken  up.  A  series  of  meetings  was  held  also  at  this  place.  Three  pereons  pre- 
sented themselves  for  examination  to  be  admitted  to  our  church.  The  enroll- 
ment in  the  day  school  is  85,  with  an  average  attendance  of  25.  The  average 
attendance  in  the  Sabbath  School  is  49.  There  is  preaching  here  every  other 
Sabbath.  Mr.  J.  C.  Phillips,  who  was  stationed  at  Brierfield  until  the  aban- 
donment of  the  mission  there,  has  charge  of  the  work  in  this  field. 

Mr.  Mclsaac  writes  encouragingly  of  his  work.  One  of  the  most  discourag- 
ing features  is  "  the  apathy  of  a  number  of  church  members  with  regard  to 
attendance  upon  the  services.  The  most  trivial  excuses  are  legarded  as  suffi- 
cient to  keep  members  at  home.  Fair  promises  are  made  but  as  a  rule  forgot- 
ten." 

On  hand $    754  59 

Receipt*. 

From  congregations $1,877  09 

From  dividend* 207  90 

From  bequests  and  other  sources 1,891  07 

$3,976  06 

$4,730  65 
Expenditure*.  $4,0,6  28 

Balance $    704  37 

We  ask  for  $5,000. 

CfilNKSE  MI88ION. 

Rer.  D.  McAllister,  who  continues  in  charge  of  this  mission,  reports  that  dur- 
ing the  past  year  it  has  been  as  prosperous  as  in  the  circumstances  could  be 
expected.  The  intense  anti-Chinese  sentiment  operates  against  all  schools  of 
this  character.  The  enrollment  of  scholars  is  110,  with  an  average  attendance 
of  about  21.  Seventeen  are  members  of  the  church.  Our  total  membership  is 
26.  Of  the  nine  white  members,  seven  reside  in  Oakland.  The  Lord's  Supper 
wasdispeused  twice  duiing  the  year.  Nine  of  the  scholars  united  with  the 
church.  On  account  of  the  anti-Chinese  legislation  it  is  likely  the  school  will 
be  decreased  in  numbers.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  other  scholars  will  be  ob- 
tained to  take  the  places  of  those  who  are  compelled  to  leave.  Mr.  McAllister 
is  assisted  by  Prof.  J.  H.  Willson  and  Miss  Kilpatrick. 

On  hand $2,377  40 

*  Receipts. 

From  congregations $    735  84 

From  dividends 5  50 

From  bequests  and  other  sources 568  51 

$1,309  85 

$3,687  25 
Expenditures.  $1,758  91 

Balance $1,928  34 

The  Board  contemplates  extending  the  work  to  new  localities  on  the  Pacific 
coast  and  therefor  asks  for  $2,000  for  this  mission. 

INDIAN   MISSION. 

Bat  one  change  has  been  made  in  this  mission  during  the  year.  Mr.  Willson, 
who  had  charge  of  the  farm,  wishing  to  return  east  resigned,  the  resignation 
taking  effect  on  the  2d  of  October,  1893.  Mr.  John  Bull  was  employed  to  take 
Displace.  He  has  charge  of  the  farm,  receiving  $22.50  per  month  for  himself 
*wl  team.  The  number  of  children  enrolled  is  31,  more  than  during  any  pre- 
ceding year.  No  change  has  been  made  in  the  order  of  exercises  or  course  of 
■tudy.    No  more  boys  can  be  accommodated.     There  is  room  for  a  few  more 

S'ris.   Mr.  Carithers  preaches  every  Sabbath  at  the  chapel  or  some  of  the  camps, 
ehas  acquired  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  Camanche  language  as  to  make 
himself  fairly  well  understood.    The  teachers  are  Miss  Kate  McBurney  and  Miss 
Alice  Carithers.    Miss  Joanna  Speer  is  matron. 
Mrs.  M.  S.  Gibson  made  a  visit  to  the  mission  by  appointment  of  the  Ladies' 
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Missionary  Society,  of  Pittsburgh  Presbytery.    It  was  highly  appreciated  and 
very  helpful.     By  appointment  of  the  Board  Dr.  Coulter  and  elder  David  Boyd     ] 
will  visit  it  at  such  time  as  will  suit  the  convenience  of  all  parties.    A  number 
of  the  Indians  are  almost  ready  to  unite  with  the  church.     These  brethren  as  a     ! 
commission  of  Kansas  Presbytery  will  act  on  their  application. 

On  hand $3,35817     j 

Receipts. 

From  congregations $    804  80 

From  dividends. . .   .    1.347  30 

From  bequests  and  other  sources — - — 

— $2,151  80 

$5,504  77      . 
Expenditures.  $2,882  97 

Balance $2,621  80  I 

We  ask  for  $2,000  for  this  mission. 

ftevs.  W.  J.  Coleman  and  J.  W.  Sproull  have  been  appointed  to  represent  the 

Board  on  the  floor  of  Synod.  \ 

We  recommend  that  Kev.  II.  H.  George,  D.  D.,  be  elected  a  member  of  the  ] 

Board.  J.  W.  Sproull,  Chairman.  \ 

A.  C.  Coulteb,  Secretary,  ! 

W.  J.  Coleman,  Oar.  Secretary.  \ 


Report  of  Foreign  Mission  Board,  ; 

It  is  with  devout  gratitude  to  the  Redeemer  and  Head  of  the  church  that  we     \ 
review  the  work  of  our  Foreign  Missions.     The  work  has  been  measurably  sue*      I 
cessful,  amid  opposition  that  evidently  contemplates  its  ultimate  defeat.    The     j 
Turkish  authorities  begun  on  the  outskirts  years  ago  and  are  gradually  working 
towards  the  centie,  with  the  slightly  disguised  puiposeof  driving  all  Christian 
missionaries  out  of  the  empire. 

Syria. — Beginning  with  the  work  in  Syria,  we  are  able  to  say  that  the  gospel  has 
been  preached  without  any  interruption  in  Latakiyeh  and  Suadia,  and  occasion- 
ally in  the  outlying  districts.    There  are  at  present  on  the  roll  of  native  commu- 
nicants one  hundred  and  uinety-eight  names.     Of  these  seventy-five  are  in  Lata-     , 
kiyeh  and   sixteen  in  Suadia,  twenty-seven  in  Aldaiuey,  which  lies  some  twenty 
miles  directly  east  of  Latakiyeh,  fourteen  in  Jendairia,  fifty-one  in  Gunaimia  and 
nine  in  Inkzik,  situated   respectively  about  nine,  twenty-seven  and  thirty-five     ? 
miles  northeast  of  the  city,  and  six  in  Metn.  some  forty-five  miles  to  the  south      • 
'1  hese  native  members  have  always  shown  themselves  loyal  to  their  profession,      J 
except  in  (rimaimia,  where  some  time  ago  a  number  were  found  to  have  imbibed     i 
Plymouth  heresies,  which  threatened  to  destroy  the  very  existence  of  theorgani-     ! 
zati<  u,  and  naturally  occasioned  a  good  deal  of  anxiety.     The  teacher,  however,     i 
who  introduced  these  errors  and  unsettled  the  faith  of  mauy,  a  rather  brilliant   tJ 
speaker  and  very  popular  in  the  community,  was  promptly  dismissed  from  the 
service  of  the  mission  and  has  left  the  place.    At  the  administration  of  the  Lord's 
Supper  in  March,  all  the  n. embers  of  the  congregation,  who  were  not  kept  away     . 
by  ill  health,  attended  the  services.     Hut  none  who  were  unwilling  to  renounce 
their  errors  and  renew  their  promises  of  obedience  to  the  authority  of  the  church 
were  allowed  to  commune.     It  is  hoped  that  by  careful  instruction  and  a  wise 
exercise  of  discipline,  the  evil  effects  of  this  unscriptural  teaching  will  soon  pan 
awa\ . 

The  various  outstations  have  been  visited  regularly  during  the  year  by  one  of 
the  licentiates.  Six  teachers  have  also  been  employed  as  evangelists  in  villages 
where  the  schools  have  been  closed. 

In  Latakiyeh  there  were  two  schools  in  successful  operation.  The  Girls' 
School,  which  is  in  charge  of  Miss  Mattie  Ii.  Wylie  and  employs  one  male  and 
four  female  teachers,  reports  fifty-seven  boarding  and  forty  day  pupils.  The 
Boys'  School,  which  is  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  ftev.  J  as.  S.  Stewart 
and  employs  five  teachers,  including  two  of  the  licentiates,  reports  thirty- seven 
boarding  and  eighty-five  day  pupils.  The  building  in  which  the  school  has  its 
home  was  completed  in  October,  lb93,  and  occupied  at  once.  It  is  said  to  be  ad- 
mirably adapted  for  school  pui  poses. 
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This  department  of  our  work  has  been  carried  on  without  any  interference  on 
the  pan  of  the  authorities. 

Tlieie  were  also  two  schools  at  work  in  Suadia.  The  school  for  boys  is  under 
the  pergonal  oversight  of  the  resident  missionary,  Rev.  J.  Boggs  Dodds.  Owing 
toau  official  order,  piohibiting  the  Fellaheen,  under  heavy  penalties,  from  send- 
ing their  children,  it  was  feared  at  one  time  that  the  attendance  would  be  much 
smaller  than  usual.  But  the  old  pupils  gradually  returned  and  some  new  ones 
were  leceived,  enabling  the  mission  to  report  twenty-eight  day  pupils  and  eigh- 
teen Iwarders,  a  larger  number  than  was  under  instruction  the  previous  year. 

The  Girls'  School,  with  its  twelve  pupils,  one- half  of  whom  were  boarders,  is 
still  in  charge  of  Miss  Meta  Cunningham,  who  receives  her  salary  from  the 
Joiut- Committee  of  the  Irish  and  Scotch  churches.    Ever  since  she  became  con- 
nected with  our  mission,  Miss  Cunningham  has  given  abundant  proof  of  loyalty 
to  tLe  work.     Hitherto  she  has  drawn  largely  upon  her  own  resources  for  ex- 
penses connected  with  this  school,  and  has  besides  made  many  liberal  contribu- 
tions towards  the  general  work  in  this  field.    Very  recently,  for  instance,  she 
douated  % 75  (£15  stg.)  to  build  a  wall,  that  seemed  to  be  necessary,  from  the 
street  to  the  Upper  House  on  the  mission  premises.     The  Board,  however,  will 
hereafter  make  a  small  appropriation  for  the  Girls1  School,  that  a  larger  number 
of  pupils  may  be  received  and  thus  enable  Miss  Cunningham  to  extend  her  in- 
fluence and  increase  the  value  of  this  department  of  our  missionary  operations. 
The  alterations  in  the  Lower  House  have  been  completed  according  to  the  plans 
submitted  to  the  Board.     But  only  about  two-thirds  of  the  money  needed  to  re- 
inibuise  the  treasury  for  its  advance  loan  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  has  been 
secured  in  response  to  our  circular  appeal.    We  hope  there  will  be  no  unneces- 
sary delay  in  furnishing  the  balance.     In  this  connection  special  and  grateful 
acknowledgment  is  made  of  $75  (£'15  stg.),  received  through  Miss  Cunningham 
for  this  purpose  from  the  "Women's  Missionary  Society,  College  street  south, 
Belfast,  Ireland,  and  other  friends.     While  we  most  cordially  thank  our  friends 
in  the  British  Isles  for  their  unsolicited  donations  and  will  always  welcome  them 
*U  fellow  laborers,  it  is  clearly  understood  that  what  they  give  can  never  be  used 
to  a  foundation  for  any  claim  to  a  controlling  interest  in  our  missionary  property 
or  for  any  voice  in  the  administration  of  our  missionary  a  flairs.  < 

The  brethren  in  Suadia  are  very  anxious  to  have  certain  alterations  made  in 
the  Upper  House  this  year.  The  estimated  cost  of  the  proposed  improvements 
in  the  building  is  $1,500,  and  we  gladly  lay  their  application  before  Synod. 
While  the  Board  believes  that  the  changes  and  additions  asked  for  are  necessary 
for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  tlie  two  families,  we  do  not  care,  in  the 
present  financial  condition  of  the  country,  to  press  the  undertaking  of  the  work 
immediately.  We  ask  Synod,  however,  for  permission  to  bring  the  matter  to  the 
attention  ot  the  churches,  and  if  the  funds  are  supplied  during  the  winter,  be* 
gm  the  work  early  in  the  spring  of  next  year. 

The  only  places  outside  of  these  centres  ot  operation,  in  which  schools  are  yet 
open,  are  in  the  extreme  southern  part  of  the  field,  where  three  schools  were  at 
work  during  the  year  with  an  average  attendance  of  twelve  girls  and  seventy- 
two  boys. 

The  medical  work  in  Syria  has  been  enlarged  by  the  settlement  of  Dr.  W.  M. 
Moore  in  Suadia,  last  October.     Dr.  Balph,  of  Latakiyeh,  we  are  told,  has  held 
clinics  regularly,  as  in  previous  years,  two  or  three  times  a  week,  at  which  there 
are  always  religious  services.     We  may  be  sure  that  these  brethren  will  not  let 
%any  opportunity  of  addressing  those   with  whom  they  come  in  contact  as 
physicians  in  regard  to  the  disease  of  sin  and  the  only  source  of  spiritual  healing. 
Asia  Minor. — According  to  the  annual  statement  of  Tarsus  Mission,  the  work 
in  Asia  Minor  has  been  carried   forward  with  a  good  measure  of  success  in  the 
face  of  seemingly  insurmountable  obstacles.     The  Sacrament  of  the  Supper  was 
tdministered  once  during  the  year  "  before  a  large  congregation  of  interested 
tyect&tois."     On  that  occasion  eleven  were  received  into  the  fellowship  of  the 
church,  and  subsequently  a  Fellaha,  a  girl  trained  in  the  boarding  school,  was 
baptized  aud  admitted  to  full  privileges.     The  attendance  at  public  worship  in 
Aferriue  has  been  larger  thau  in  previous  years,  though  there  has  been  a  marked 
decrease  in  the  number  of  inquirers.     Both  m  Adana  and  Tarsus  evangelists 
have  been  at  work,  men  who  are  described  as  capable  and  faithful,  and  as  hav- 
ing labored  "  wisely  and  diligently  in  proclaiming  the  word  of  truth." 

17 
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The  leading  schools  are  in  Mersine  :.  a  girls'  boarding  school  with  forty-tw 
pupils  and  employing  three  teachers,  and  a  boys'  boarding  school  with  thirt 
pupils  and  employing  two  teachers.  There  is  also  a  mixed  school  in  the  norther 
part  of  the  town.  "  During  the  first  half  of  the  year  there  were  seventy-fiv 
pupils  iu  attendance,  representing  four  Christian  sects  and  Fellaheen,"  with ; 
few  Moslems.  During  the  second  half  of  the  year  there  were  thirty,  and  for  i 
part  of  the  year  there  were  two  small  schools  among  the  Fellaheen  in  village* 
not  far  from  Tarsus. 

The  work  in  this  field  has  been  and  is  seiiously  impeded  by  acts  of  repressiot 
and  violence  on  the  part  of  Ottoman  officials,  in  direct  violation  of  the  Imperii 
School  Law  as  well  as  Treaty  stipulations.  The  famous  General  Order  of  Janu 
ary  1,  1892,  by  which  the  Turkish  government  hoped  to  modify  the  School  Law 
was  rescinded  by  the  Signatory  Powers,  who  refused  to  allow  any  change  iu  tbc 
provisions  of  the  old  law  to  be  even  discussed  without  their  consent  To  a 
deputation  who  waited  upon  the  British  Ambassador  in  regard  to  this  matiei 
and  asked  for  an  official  deliverance,  he  said,  among  other  things  :  "No  school 
(British)  can  be  closed  for  any  reasons  whatever  except  with  the  consent  of  H. 
B.  M.'s  Embassy  ; "  and  again,  "  Missionaries  cannot  be  required  to  refuse  Mos- 
lems applying  for  admission  to  their  schools, "  and  the  United  States  Minister  to 
Turkey  took  virtually  the  same  ground  when  he  insisted  that  American  mission- 
aries could  not  be  requited  to  do  police  service.  If  Sir  Clare  Ford  was  correct 
in  his  interpretation  of  existing  Treaty  obligations,  then  Dr.  Metheny  is  tight 
when  he  asks,  in  the  admirable  paper  which  he  recently  addressed  to  the  Evan- 
gelical  Alliance  in  London,  that  he  and  his  associates  in  missionary  work  should 
not  be  "  prevented  from  the  full  enjoyment  and  exercise  of  all  that  is  guaranteed 
to  them  in  the  practice  of  their  missionary  callings,  and  that  the  people  should 
not  thus  arbitrarily  be  preveuted  from  availing  themselves  of  the  very  advan- 
tages for  which  the  Treaties  were  framed." 

The  case  of  Zahara  and  Sophia,  daughters  of  Ibraheem  al  Misree,  whom  Dr. 
Metheny  has  manfully  refused  to  turn  out  of  his  school  at  the  bidding  ot  Turkish 
officials,  is  in  point.  It  has  already  come  to  the  notice  of  the  American  govern- 
ment, and  it  will  be  pressed  by  the  Evangelical  Alliance  upon  the  attentiou  of 
the  great  powers  of  Europe.  The  girls  themselves  have  appealed  to  the  British 
Cabinet,  basing  their  appeal  upon  the  Hatti  Hamayoun,  Treaty  of  Paris,  1806, 
and  closing  it  with  the  touching  words  :  •'  It  is  exceedingly  abhorreut  to  our 
feelings  as  Christians  to  he  forced  into  au  harem,  especially  when  the  relations 
there  would  be  incestuous.  We  appeal  to  you  to  save  us  this  shame  for  the  sake 
of  Christ." 

But  the  Board  prefers  that  you  should  hear  this  story  from  the  lips  of  our 
senior  missionary  himself.  It  is  loo  lung  to  embody  in  a  report ;  and  besides, 
their  appeal  to  the  British  government,  as  well  as  Dr.  Metheuy's  presentation  of 
the  facts  to  the  Alliance,  and  all  the  official  correspondence,  will  be  published  as 
soon  as  possible  for  the  information  of  the  churches. 

Cyprus. — Little  need  be  said  respecting  the  work  in  Cyprus.  Dr.  Arthur 
Foster,  who  was  commissioned  as  medical  missionary  to  the  Island  la9t  year, 
intimated  in  a  letter  dated  February  28d  that  he  wished  to  return  home,  adding 
in  a  closing  N.  B. :  **I  will  not  stay  here  now  under  any  circumstances."  This 
informal  resignation  was  accepted  and  arrangements  were  promptly  made  f°r 
the  transportation  of  himself  and  family  to  this  country.  They  arrived  at  New 
York  on  Sabbath,  the  29th  of  May. 

Dr.  Foster  has  been  notified  that  he  will  he  required  to  refund  travelling *** 
penses  as  well  as  outfit  allowance,  the  Board  agreeing  to  buy  at  a  fair  valuation 
any  articles  of  household  furniture  that  are  in  a  usable  condition  and  carefully 
stored  in  the  chapel  at  Larnaca.  The  brethren  at  Mersine  who  have  been  in- 
trusted with  the  oversight  of  the  work  on  the  Island,  report  that  our  Licentiate 
Daoud  Saade  continues  to  preach,  not  to  so  large  audiences  as  formerly,  but  with 
the  same  earnestness  and  fidelity.  The  interests  of  the  mission,  however,  dema»  d 
the  immediate  appointment  of  an  ordained  minister  and  a  thoroughly  qualified 
physician,  whose  voices  shall  speak  for  Christ  and  whose  consecrated  lives  shal 
impress  the  community  in  favor  of  Christianity.  The  young  people,  who  hav< 
agreed  to  pay  the  salary  of  a  minister  for  a  term  of  years,  are  offering  dail; 
prayer  that  God  would  raise  up,  qualify  and  send  forth  a  man  whose  labors  h 
will  own  and  bless  to  the  conversion  of  Cyprus. 
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i.— Nothing  has  been  done  toward  the  establishing  of  a  mission  in  China. 
s  money  in  hand  to  begin  the  work,  but  no  response  has  yet  been  made 
jpeated  calls  for  volunteers. 

ling  Force.— Tliere  were  employed  in  our  foreign  fields  during  the> 
Pour  ordained  ministers,  one  of  whom  is  a  physician  ;  two  medical  mis- 
5 ;  seven  ladies,  two  of  whom  are  now  in  this  country  ou  leave  of  ab- 
five  native  licentiates ;  nine  native  evangelist*  ;  one  native  colporteur  ; 
uty-two  native  teachers,  male  and  female. 

ery  gratifying  to  have  the  testimony  of  impartial  witnesses  to  the  efbV 
>f  this  working  force.     In  the  spring  of  1893.  Rev.  G.  D.  Mathews,  £>. 
era!  Secretary  of  the  Alliance  of  Reformed  Churches,  travelling  in  the 
i  of  foreign  missionary  work,  spent  several  weeks  in  Syria  and  Asia 

He  writes  :  "I  had  ample  opportunities  for  examining  all  the  work  in 
eh.  I  was  able  to  examine  very  carefully  every  class  in  the  different 
and  was  greatly  pleased  with  the  correctness  and  quickness  of  the  answer- 
tdeed  when  one  recollects  how  rarely  these  children  ever  see  a  stranger,. 

in  which  they  answered  tells  an  interesting  tale  of  the  labors  and  faith- 
>f  the  teachers.  ...  I  was  greatly  pleased  with  all  I  saw  and 
i  Mersine.  ...  The  zeal  and  energy  of  your  agent  in  Cyprus 
lake  a  success  in  any  place,  if  success  be  possible.  I  think  you  are  highly 
in  your  representative  there."  This  visit  of  Dr.  Mathews  was  peculiarly 
ging  to  the  brethen  in  these  fields,  and  it  has  resulted  in  bringing  to  the 
juch  information  that  will  be  of  permanent  value.  Nor  must  we  over- 
hearty  co-operation  with  Dr.  Metheny  when  in  London  recently,  seeking: 

the  British  government  with  his  story  of  Turkish  disregard  to  Treaty 
>ns. 

«ces. — A  few  financial  items  claim  attention.  In  the  report  of  the  Com- 
)f  Finance  for  1892  (see  Minutes  of  Synod,  p.  256)  is  this  resolution: 
commend  that  the  Nancy  Hewitt  bequest  be  divided  so  that  $ 2, 000 of  the 
be  placed  in  the  current  expense  funds  of  the  Domestic  and  Foreign 
s  respectively,  to  be  available  for  this  year  ;  and  that  the  balance  be  a- 
in  the  same  funds  for  future  use."  A  question  having  arisen  as  to  the 
ion  of  this  balance,  Synod's  Board  of  Trustees  directed  its  payment  to» 
Lsurer,  with  an  agreement  that  the  matter  should  be  again  referred  to> 

Our  opinion  is  that  Synod  intended  half  of  this  reserve  fund  to  be  in 
sury  and  at  our  own  disposal  in  the  future, 
mm  ot  three  hundred  dollars  ($300)  has  been  received  from  the  estate  of 

McKee,  late  of  Clarinda,  Iowa,  through  his  widow,  Mrs.  M.  E.  McKee^ 
)  request  that  Synod  determine  the  final  disposal  of  this  bequest, 
treasurer  has  also  received  a  bequest   to  the  Foreign  Missions  of  the 
3d  Presbyterian  Church  from  the  estate  of  Mrs.  Ann  Spence,  deceased,. 

James  Spence,  both  of  whom  were  members  of  the  1st  congregation  in 
ork  City.  It  yields  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-one  dollars  and  seventy- 
s  ($1,841.76),  and  although  there  is  no  restriction  as  to  its  use,  Synod  is 
>r  instruction. 

Board,  however,  recommends  that  both  of  these  bequests  be  paid  into* 
rent  expense  fund.  At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  in  April  the  expendi- 
id  exceeded  the  receipts  from  all  sources  $5,115.35.  Deducting  the  bal- 
K>rted  at  the  corresponding  date  last  year,  you  will  find  that  the  treasury 
n  overdrawn  $1,792.62.  There  is  a  double  reason  for  this  deficiency  :  A. 
illing  off   in   congregational   collections,    the  contributions  ot    Sabbath 

and  missionary  societies,  and  individual  donations,  the  four  ordinary 
s  of  income ;    aud  an  increase  in   the   current  expenses  occasioned  by 

out  new  missionaries,  which  meant  an  unusually  large  outlay  for  travel- 
penses,  aud  a  permanent  increase  in  the  single  item  of  salaries.  In  our 
ort  these  facts  were  clearly  stated  and  reiterated  in  a  circular  issued 
f  to  remind  the  churches.     Instead  of  receiving  the  full  appropriation  of 

in  plate  collections,  only  a  few  dollars  over  half  that  amount,  has  been 
to  the  treasury.  The  young  women  of  the  church  have  contributed 
towards  the  salary  of  their  missionary,  Dr.  W.  M.  Moore,  and  expect  u> 
»r  in  the  future.  The  ministers  have  paid  $694  towards  the  support  of 
issionary,  Rev.  J.  Boggs  Dodds,  or  within  $106  of  his  full  salary.  The 
ave  sent  us  $115.05,  a  little  more  than  one-fifth  of  what  is  needed  to  give 
representative  in  the  field. 
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The  full  appropriatiou  asked  for  is  Deeded,  and  it  could  be  raised  even  in  t 
days  of  business  depression,  if  the  friends  of  the  work  would  only  take  Una 
think  of  their  individual  responsibility  in  the  inattter. 

Respectfully  submitted  in  the  name  of 'the  Board, 

R.  M.  Sommerville,  Corresponding  Secretar 

Synod  fixed  Thursday,  June  6, 1895,  at  2  p.  M.,  as  the  time  for 
next  meeting. 

The  Com  mi  I  tee  on   Finance  reported.     The  report  was  taken 
item  by  item  for  adoption.     Pending  the  consideration  of  the  rep 
the  hour  for  adjournment  arrived.     Synod  resolved   to  continue 
session  until  6  o'clock.     The  report  was  amended  and  adopted  a 
whole,  and  is  as  follows: 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  would  respectfully  report  that  the  follow 
papers  have  been  put  into  their  hands  : 

I.    The  report  of  John  T.  Morton,  Treasurer  of  Synod's  Boan 
Trustees. 

II.  Report  of  Synod's  Board  of  Trustees. 
IIL  Reports  of  Walter  T.  Miller ;  Foreign  Mission  General  Fui 
Temporary  Investment,  Boys'  Industrial  School,  and  Suadia  Build 
Funds;  Fund  for  Mission  to  China ;  Beattie  Children  Fund  ;  Liter* 
Church  Erection  and  Sustrntation  Funds ;  Estate  of  Mrs.  Ann  Spei 
and  gift  from  the  late  Rev.  D.  McKee. 

IV.     Report  of  Foreign  Mission  Board. 
V.     Report  of  Central  Board  of  Missions. 
VI.     Report  of  Missionary  Conference. 
VII.     Reports  of  Presbyteries. 
VI IL     Report  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theolog 
Seminary. 

IX.     Report  of  Corporators  of  Geneva  College. 
X.     A  Resolution  in  reference  to  Sabbath  School  Collections. 
XI.     A  paper  from  A.  Russell,  of  Coulterville,  111.,  in  regard  1 
certain  residuary  bequest  of  the  late  Peter  Dermond. 

XIL  A  paper  from  the  Alliance  of  Reformed  Churches. 
XIII.  Report  of  Financial  Agent  for  National  Reform. 
The  Financial  reports,  which  are  regularly  certified  as  having  b 
audited  and  found  correct,  are  models  of  good  taste  and  accuracy, 
recommend  their  publication.  The  wisdom  of  Svnod  in  electing  Mr.  J 
T.  Morton  treasurer  of  its  Board  of  Trustees,  is  seen  in  his  carefully 
dexed  report  of  the  funds  entrusted  to  his  management.  His  long 
perieuce  in  connection  with  finaucial  institutions  in  this  country  has  ^ 
qualified  him  to  serve  the  church  in  this  department  of  its  work.  ] 
should  we  overlook  the  excellent  work  of  Mr.  Walter  T.  Miller,  who 
charge  of  the  Foreign  Mission  funds,  and  attends  to  all  the  corresp< 
ence  connected  with  a  faithful  discharge  of  this  trust  without  any  remui 
atiou.  Very  high  commendation  too  is  due  Mr.  D.  Chesuut,  the  pa 
taking  secretary  of  Synod's  Board  of  Trustees,  especially  for  the  sum  re 
of  points  claiming  special  attention,  with  which  he  closes  his  admin 
report.  Ycur  Committee  has  also  audited  and  found  correct  the  accc 
of  the  Financial  Agent  for  National  Reform,  and  congratulates  the  Tr 
ilrer  on  the  very  satisfactory  exhibit  his  report  will  convey  to  the  churc 
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I.  As  regards  the  items  to  which  attention  is  called  in  the  Report  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees,  we  offer  the  following  recommendations : 

1.  We  approve  the  action  of  the  Board* in  advancing  to  the  Treasurer 
of  Foreign  Missions  the  balance  of  the  Nancy  Hewitt  bequest,  amount- 
ing to  twenty-seven  hundred  and  three  dollars  and  sixty  cents.  The 
other  half  is  to  be  credited  to  the  Domestic  Mission  current  account. 

2.  The  Board  is  instructed  to  pay  the  final  dividend  of  $355.1*2,  due 
from  the  John  Wright  estate,  half  to  the  Syrian  Mission  current  account, 
and  half  to  the  endowment  of  the  Theological  Seminary. 

3.  The  $200,  gift  of  the  late  Rev.  D.  McKee,  of  Clarinda,  la.,  shall 
be  credited  to  the  current  account  of  the  Domestic  Mission. 

4.  Synod  approves  of  the  use  of  the  $100  received  from  the  Mrs. 
Eliza  Toner  estate,  for  the  current  accounts  of  the  Southern,  Chinese  and 
Indian  Missions. 

The  disposition  of  the  $500  donated  by  the  late  Mrs.  Susan  McMillan, 
to  the  Mission  to  China,  provided  it  should  be  established  before  her 
decease,  can  only  be  determined  legally  by  the  Board  of  Trustees ;  but 
Synod  requests  the  Board  to  pay  the  money  over  to  the  Mission  to  China. 

6.  As  to  the  Mrs.  Robert  Gibson  bequest  of  #7,000,  we  recommend 
that  the  $4,000  bequeathed  to  Foreign  Missions  be  transferred  to  Walter 
T.  Miller,  for  temporary  investment,  that  he  may  have  a  fund  to  draw  ou 
for  salaries  during  the  summer  or  barren  season  of  the  year,  and  to  meet 
emergencies  that  frequently  arise  in  the  administration  of  missionary 
work.  The  $2,000  bequeathed  to  ihe  Domestic  Mission  should  also  be 
used  as  a  temporaay  investment,  or  for  current  expense,  as  the  exigencies 
of  work  in  the  home  field  may  demand,  while  the  smaller  sums  bequeathed 
to  the  Indian  and  Chinese  Missions  should  be  credited  to  current  accounts. 

7.  The  donation  from  Princeton,  Indiana,  congregation,  amounting  in 
notes  and  cash  to  $1,200,  to  the  Indian,  Southern  and  Syrian  Missions, 
anl  the  Aged  Ministers'  Fund,  shall  be  used  for  current  accounts. 

8.  As  the  Board  of  Trustees,  in  order  to  purchase  the  mortgage  on 
the  church  edifice  of  First  New  York  congregation,  and  thus  protect  the 
property,  had  to  call  in  money  invested  at  six  per  cent.,  the  congregation 
will  be  required  to  pay  the  same  rate  of  interest.  The  Board,  however, 
Holds  itself  ready  to  assign  the  mortgage  at  any  time  to  any  person  who 
will  furnish  the  money  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest. 

9.  The  disposal  of  the  church  property  at  Rushsylvania,  Ohio,  and 
also  at  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt.,  is  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  Board. 

10.  The  Board  of  Trustees  is  hereby  empowered  to  re-transfer  from 
the  Indian  Mission  Building  Fund  to  the  current  account  of  the  same 
mission,  what  remains  to  the  credit  of  that  fund  alter  deducting  as  much 
•smay  be  needed  to  complete  the  building. 

11.  A  small  debt  still  resting  on  Geneva  College  building,  its  proper  rep- 
resentatives are  recommended  to  appeal,  either  personally  or  in  a  circular, 
for  the  money  needed  to  liquidate  that  debt,  and  cover  the  deficit  in  the 
current  account. 

12.  The  Clerk  is  instructed  to  cast  the  unanimous  ballot  of  Synod  for 
there-election  of  William  Blair,  John  A.  Dodds  and  Theophilus  Sproull,  as 
members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  for  three  yean*,  from  June  loth. 

13.  Mr.  John  T.  Morton  is  hereby  authorized  to  select  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  as  the  depository  of  the  church's  funds. 

II.    The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  reports  that  the  treasurer  had  re- 
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ceived  $300  from  the  widow  of  the  late  Rev.  D.  McKee,  and  $1,841.76 
from  the  estate  of  the  late  Mrs.  Ann  Spence,  of  New  York*  This  b'equea 
should  properly  have  gone  to  Treasurer  Morton,  to  be  laid  before  Synod 
for  instructions  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  mon'ey.  Through  an  over- 
sight, this  rule  was  not.  followed.  We  recommend  that  both  the  gift  and 
bequest  be  credited  to  temporary  investment  or  current  account  of  the 
Foreign  Missions. 

III.  We  approve  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Missionary  Con- 
ference— 

1.  As  to  appropriations  of  money 

To  Rochester  Presbytery,  for  work  in  Rochester  congregation,  on 

condition  that  it  has  preaching  full  time $  500  00 

44  Philadelphia  Presbytery,  for  use  in  Conococheague  and  Balti- 
more   200  00 

41  New  York  Presbytery,  for  West  Hebron  and  Brooklyn 600  OO 

44  Pittsburgh  Presbytery,  for  use  in  its  weak  congregations 400  $ 

And  for  supplement  to  East  End  congregation  for  ope  year..  1,000  * 

"   Iowa  Presbytery,  for  Elliota 150    < 

The  presbytery  to  raise  for  the  same 10O    i 

And  the  congregation 150 

4<  Kansas  Presbytery,  to  be  expended  at  its  discretion,  in  aid  of 

its  weak  congregations 500> 

44  Ohio  Presbytery,  for  Muskingum  and  Tomica  congregations...  10fP 

The  congregation  to  raise  not  less  than 130 

41  Colorado  Presbytery,  for  work  in  the  vicinity  of  Seattle,  Wash.  15*> 

2.  The  Central  Board  is  instructed  to  reduce  the  supplement  to  Den^ 
congregation  only  $50,  instead  of  $100,  for  the  coming  year,  and  the  s« 
plement  to  Belle  Centre  shall  be  continued  at  $300,  the  same  as  last  y 

3.  We  recommend  that  $3,000  be  added  to  the  appropriation  as 
for  Domestic  Missions,  that  the  Central  Boaid  may  be  in  a  position  to 
missionary  work  in  Chicago  and  in  South  California,  and  to  meet  WE 
expense  of  a  missionary  to  the  Jews  in  Cincinnati,  if  it  be  deemed  Yi 
to  establish  such  a  mission  in  that  city. 

A.     As  there  is  a  large  debt  resting  upon  the  East  End  church, 
rf  cMiumend  that  a  collection  be  taken  on  the  third  Sabbath  of  August- 
pay  the  debt. 

IV.  Jn  reply  to  the  letter  of  A.  Russell,  representing  the  executors^8 
the  will  of  the  late  Peter  Dermond,  he  is  informed  that  John  T.  Mort^ 
as  Treasurer  of  Synod's  Board  of  Trustees,  is  the  legally  constituted  age^ 
of  Synod  to  receive  and  receipt  for  all  moneys  given  or  bequeathed  to  C 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  and  tlmt  no  other  formality  is  needed 
protect  himself  and  co-executors. 

V.  On  the  recommendation  of  presbyteries,  we  authorize  the  follow 
ing  appropriations  from  the  Aged  Ministers'  Fund  : 

Rev.  J.  J.  McClurkin $250 

Rev.  John  (ialbraith 400    « 

Rev.  J.  DocldH : IT.  400    4 

Rev.  W.  W.  McMillan .•::  400  * 

Rev.  J.  R.  Baird „ 200  <- 

We  also  authorize  the  following  appropriations  from  the  fund  for  Mini* 
ters'  Widows  and  Orphans  : 

Mrs.  John  French $200  0< 

Mrs  J.  Love 200  <X 

BJrn.  J.  H.  Wylie 250  (K 
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J.  Speer 250  00 

F.  George 200  00 

R.  Lawson : 200  00 

Reed 200  00 

in  the  language  of  the  Trustees'  Report,  "  the  respective  funds 
sufficiently  large  to  meet  these  appropriations  in  full,"  then  a  pro- 
sion  of  the  money  available  for  the  purpose,  "shall  be  deemed  a 
e  in  full  of  the  obligations  created  by  such  appropriations." 
We  recommend  the  following  appropriations  for  the  fc'chemes  of 
rch  : 

rasters'  Fund $  1,500 July,  1st  Sabbath. 

•  Ministers7  Widows,  etc 1,500 Aug.,  1st  Sabbath. 

3  Mission 9,000 Sept.,  1st  Sabbath. 

to  be  divided  equally  between  Theo-  * 

al  Seminary  and  Geneva  College 1,500 Sept.,  3d  Sabbath. 

Home  Mission.... 2,000 Oct.,  1st  Sabbath. 

Jission 2,000 Oct.,    3d  Sabbath. 

i  Mission 5,000 Nov.,  1st  Sabbath. 

rliseion 1,000 Nov.,  3d  Sabbath. 

Mission 15,000 Dec,  1st  Sabbath. 

Reform 7,000 Jan.,  1st  Sabbath. 

ly  Rearing 4,000 Feb.,  1st  Sabbath. 

cal  Seminary 2,000 Feb.,  3d  Sabbath. 

Erection 6,000 Mar.,  1st  Sabbath. 

tion 6,000 Apl.,  1st  Sabbath. 

.'  Aid 1,000 May,  1st  Sabbath. 

appropriations  are  a  conservative  estimate  of  what  is  needed  to 
•ward  the  work  of  the  church,  aud  should  be  raised  in  full. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Literary  Fund  is  authorized  to  remit  the 
nment  of  $60  due  from  our  church  to  the  Alliance  of  Reformed 
s,  for  the  present  year,  to  F.  K.  Hippie,  Esq.,  1340  Chestnut 
hiladelphia,  Pa.  Respectfully  submitted, 

R.  M.   SoMMERVILLE,  > 

D.  H.  Coulter, 
T.  P.  Robb, 
William  G.  Carson, 
John  Hunter, 


> 


Committee. 


Report  of  Treasurer  of  Synod. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  12,  1894. 
oderator  and  members  of  Synod,  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church 
orih  America,  to  meet  in  the  Second  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church, 
idelvhia,  Pa.,  May  30,  1894  : 

brethren  :  I  herewith  submit  my  second  annual  report  as  treasurer  of 
8tees  of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  of  North 
"  which  has  teen  audited  by  a  committee  of  said  Board  of  Trustees, 
•tificate  is  hereto  attached. 

>rt8  for  years  past,  the  date  given  of  balances  to  accounts,  has  been  May 
ugb  remittances  received  to  May  14th,  have  treen  included. 
portends  with  the  business  of  May  12th.     I  believe  it  preferable  to 
chase  with  April  80th,  each  year. 

dend  of  five  and  one-half  per  cent,  on  the  invested  funds  has  been 
>ut  of  the  actual  cash  revenue  received  on  interest  account  during  the 
.  placed  to  the  credit  of  accounts  entitled  thereto.  This  enlarges  the 
these  accounts  over  last  year's  dividend,  one-half  per  cent,  on  amount 
ment  for  each,  as  last  year's  dividend  was  only  five  per  cent, 
ilaries  of  the  Professors  in  the  Theological  Seminary  and  Geneva 
have  been  paid  in  full  to  June  1,  1894. 
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Of  the  $1,500  asked  from  the  church  by  Synod  of  1893,  to  help  pay  the  deficit 
on  Geneva  College  Current  Account,  only  $305  29  was  received,  but  the  over- 
draft has  been  largely  reduced  by  the  tuition  leceived  from  the  increased  number 
of  students  in  attendance,  aud  the  one-half  per  cent,  increase  of  dividend  on  in- 
vested funds,  &c.  &c.,  so  that  the  balance  now  is  $684.21.  Thus  showing  that 
the  instruction  of '93  Synod,  "to  not  increase  the  debt"  has  not  only  been 
observed,  but  the  overdraft  has  been  reduced. 

There  is  a  balance  due  Synod's  Board  on  the  Geneva  College  Building,  of 
$884.89,  on  which  the  College  Account  has  to  pay  interest ;  some  means  should 
be  taken  to  pay  this  debt. 

Expense  Account  was  increased  this  year  by  the  necessity  of  purchasing  an 
almost  entire  set  of  new  books,  (the  old  ones  being  rilled  up)  which  will  do  for 
some  years  to  come  ;  and  new  stationery,  the  old  supply  having  been  exhausted. 

The  D.  Gregg  Endowment  Properly  yielded  a  balance  this  year,  which  was 
distributed  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  donor.  It  is  expected  that 
from  this  time  forth,  full  revenue  will  be  derived  from  it. 

For  years  past,  the  First  National  Bank,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  one  of  the  best 
banking  institutions  of  this  city,  has  been  the  depository  of  the  funds  of  tlie 
corporation.  I  have  continued  the  account  with  it,  but  not  having  received  any 
instructions  in  relation  thereto,  and  it  being  the  province  of  the  "  Synod  to 
select  one  or  more  reliable  banks  or  banking  houses  as  places  of  deposit,"  I  re- 
quest that  you  will  designate  the  First  National  Bauk,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  as 
the  depository  of  said  funds. 

Durinn  the  year  there  has  been  some  increase  in  the  Endowment  Funds, 
among  which  is  $2,000  as  a  memorial  to  the  late  James  R.  McK?e,  by  his  widow, 
Mrs.  Eda  S.  E.  McKee.  Reveuue  for  "Fund  for  Widows  aud  Children  of 
Deceased  Ministers." 

Donations  and  bequests  have  also  been  made  ;  among  which  is  that  of  the  late 
Mrs.  Ellen  E.  Gibson,  of  Central  Allegheny  Reformed  Presbyterian  congrega- 
tion. By  her  will  she  bequeaths  $7, (.00  to  the  church,  of  which  she  had  given 
to  the  Board  during  her  life,  $1,330  ;  and  there  has  been  paid  on  account  by  ber 
executor,  Rev.  J.  W.  Sproull,  D.  D.,  $4,433.33.  Her  death  on  January  11,  1893, 
was  noted  in  my  report  last  year. 

Mrs.   Susan    McMillan,  of   Bloomington.  Ind.,  died  February  6,  1894.     The 
$2,0U0  she  gave  during  her  life,  to  be  applied  at  her  death,  has  been  distributed      1 
according  to  her  wishes,  with  the  exception  of  $300  held  over  for  the  present,  *&      i 
appears  in  report  of  her  account.  \j 

Reports    of  Endowments  and    Bequests  together  with   their  conditions,  a»*e      \ 
regularly  made  to  Synod's  Board  of  Tiustees  at  their  meetings  from  time  to       ■ 
time,  and  recorded  in  the  minutes  by  the  secretary,  and  as  the  secretary's  report*      ; 
compiled    from  his  own  minutes  and  the  treasurer's  books,   will  contaiu  foil 
details,  it  is  unuec<  ssary  to  repeat  them  here. 

Respectfully  submitted,  John  T,  Morton,  Treasurer. 

NATIONAL  REFORM  ACCOUNT. 

Summary  Statement  for  the  Year  ending  May  31,  1894. 

Receipts. 

Balance  from  last  year's  account $   132  * 

Collected  by  Dr.  H.  H.  George $2,299  31 

bv  Dr.  T.  P.  Stevenson 1,250  04 

by  Rev.  Wm.  Weir 562  22 

Cash  contributions  at  Allegheny  Convention,  including  $325  col- 
lected by  the  agent,  of  the  Penn'a  Sabbath  Association 1,025  37 

Collected  by  Miss  Ida  Hinman 50  00 

Contributions  at  Saratoga  meeting 33  74 

Collected  bv  Rev.  A.  \V.  McCullough 29  93 

by  Jno.  A.  Dodds 8  07 

Sent  directly  to  the  Treasurer  from  congregations,  individuals,  <& 

societies,  etc 2,83130    $8,089  *" 

r^iS 
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Expenditures. 

I  Rev.  W.  Weir,  on  old  account,  due  before  Oct.,  1892 S  446  29 

Rev.  W.  Weir,  on  new  account,  salary  and  expenses,  bince 

October  1,  1893 839  45 

Dr.  H.  H.  George,  salary  for  ten  months 1,500  00 

Dr.  H.  H.  George,  expenses,  including  expenses  of  others,  375  82 

Dr.  T.  P.  Stevenson,  on  old  account,  due  before  July,  1892,  115  00 
Dr.  T.  P  Stevenson,  new  account,  salary  for  two  month's 

work 100  00 

Dr.  T.  P.  Stevenson,  expenses 131  55 

A.  W.  Stevenson,  on  old  account,  due  before  July,  1892. ...  140  00 

Rev.  M.  A.  Gault,  on  old  account 225  00 

Rev.  A.  W.  McCullough,  expenses  in  work 29  93 

John  A.  Dodds,  expenses  in  work 14  50 

expenses  of  work  in  Philadelphia  in  defence  of  common 

schools 228  37 

expenses  ot  work  in  Philadelphia  for  divorce  reform 405  00 

expenses  of  work  in  Philadelphia  for  general  movement. .  75  00 
balance  of  expenses  for  Convention  in  Philadelphia,  in 

1892 139  67 

Miss  Hinman,  for  work  in  Washington 50  00 

expenses  of  printing  and  liteiature  in  connection  with  the 

Allegheny  Convention,  and  work  in  Washington 1,441  17 

expenses  of  speakers  at  Allegheny  Convention 166  15 

for  reports  of  Allegheny   Convention,    35,000    copies    of 

Christian  Statesman,  special  edition  sent  out , 455  00 

expenses  of  Saratoga  meeting 16  15 

expense  of  furnishing  office  in  Allegheny 36  34 

rent  of  offices  in  Philadelphia  and  Allegheny 243  75 

to  Christian  Statesman  subscriptions,  from  collections  of 

secretaries 135  00 

expenses  of  speakers  at  hearings  at  Washington 126  00 

refunding  of  money  paid  in  by  mistake 14  00 

note  of  $500,  with  interest  for  ten  months 525  00 

for  100  copies  of  National  Rejoitn  Manual,  for  distribution 

among  members  of  congress 65  00 

Treasurer's  bill  of  expenses  from  June  20,  1891,  to  May  23, 

181*4,  including  postage,  stationery,  telegrams,  freight, 

expressage,  etc *. 69  87    $8,109  01 

Balance  on  hand,  May  31,  1894 ._. 113  12 

$8,222  13 

i  submitting  his  report  for  the  year,  Svnod's  Financial  Agent  for  National  Re- 
tt would  call  attention  to  the  remarkably  satisfactory  exhibit  of  this  reoort. 
only  have  all  the  heavy  expenses  ot  the  year's  work  been  fully  paid,  but  a  very 
it  reduction  of  the  large  debt  resting  upon  the  National  lleform  Association  for 
»y  years  past  has  been  effected.  This  debt  has  ranged  from  between  three  and 
to  over  four  thousand  dollars.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1893,  the  amount 
he  debt  was  $4,346.26.  At  the  time  of  the  Allegheny  Convention,  November  14, 
',  the  debt  had  been  reduced  to  $2,991.29,  as  reported  to  the  Association  on  that 
?.  The  large  receipts  of.the  year  now  closing,  reaching  the  total  of  $8,109.01, 
•:  enabled  the  Association  to  pay  off  the  old  outstanding  accounts  until  at  present 
y  sum  up  only  $1,070,  including  the  large  amount  of  interest  still  due  on  the 
Qey  borrowed  to  pay  the  salaries  and  expenses  of  the  large  number  of  laborers 
into  the  field  by  this  Svnod  in  1882.  Since  the  beginning  of  the  year  1893, 
276.26  of  the  old  debt  has  been  paid.  It  is  but  due  to  Dr.  H.  H  George  to  state 
this  indefatigable  labors  have  been  largely  instrumental  in  securing  these  results. 

DAVID  MCALLISTER. 

FOREIGN  MISSION  FUND. 

Receipts. 

»m  congregations $7,517  34 

Sabbath  schools  and  missionary  societies 2,7X5  08 

individuals  and  bequests 2,902  84 

Synod's  Board  of  Trustees,  interest  on  invested  funds 1,731  83 

Mributions  for  Tarsus 1 ,000  00 

for  Cyprus 164  74 

mountain  and  special  schools 1,105  85 

salary  and  outfit,  of  \V.  M.  Moore,  M.  D 1 ,098  97 

^nrer  Synod's  Board  of  Trustees  from  bequest  of  Mrs.  Nancy 
Hewitt,  deceased,  as  directed  by  Synod  of  1892 ._  1,000  00 

Total  receipt* $19,254  65 
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Total  receipts $19,: 

Expenditures. 

For  salaries $10,123  70 

outfits 810  00 

mission  expense — Latakiyeh 5,436  69 

mission  expense— Tarsus 3,034  80 

mission  expense— Cyprus 149  25 

mission  expense— Suadia 169  64 

travelling  expenses 3,802  26 

shipping  expenses .- 272  93 

medical  supplies— Latakiyeh 178  17 

medical  supplies — Suadia 178  17 

medical  supplies — Cyprus 176  67 

cablegrams  and  petty  expenses 37  72 

Total  expenditures '.  $24,i 

Excess  of  expenditures  over  receipts $  5,1 

Less  balance  per  report  of  March  27, 1893 3,: 

Balance  overdrawn  this  date $  1,1 

FOREIGN  MISSION  FUND-TEMPORARY  INVESTMENT. 

Cr.  , 

By  balance  per  report  of  this  date $4,571  95 

error  in  interest  past  year 2  20 

cash  from  Synod's  Board  of  Trustee*  from  bequest  of  Mrs. 
Nancy  Hewitt,  in  accordance  with  action  of  Synod  of  1892,  1,703  60 

9  month's  interest  $4,500,  at  4  per  cent $135  00 

3  mouth's  interest  $1,700,  at  4  per  cent 17  00     152  00 

Credit  balance  this  day $6,4 

Sl'STENTATION  FUND. 

Cr. 

By  balance  per  report  of  this  date $2,2 

Dr. 

To  paid,  according  to  distribution  ordered  by  Board  to  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Rev.  J.  R.  Latimer $  124  53 

Rev.  R.  B.  Cannon 237  20 

Rev.  S.  M.  Stevenson 94  88 

Rev.  Isaiah  Faris 128  68 

Rev.  E.  M.  Coleman 296  50 

Rev.  S.  R.  Wallace 409  17 

Rev.  D.  C.  Faris 189  76 

Rev.  R.  J.  Gault 296  50 

Rev.  T.  A.  Rusk 296  50 

G.  R.  McBurney 237  20 

Balauce  carried  over 22 

$2,3 

Cr. 

By  Balance $  22 

Contributions  to  date  of  various  congregations,  individuals, 

etc 1,677  94 

Cash  from  dividend  from  David  Gregg  estate 53  74 

Credit  balance  this  day '.  $1,7 

THE  BEATTIE  CHILDREN  FUND. 

Cr. 

By  balance $3,360  96 

interest,  one  year  at  5  per  cent 168  05 

$3,* 

Dr. 

To  remitted  Miss  Julia  L.  Beattie $   300  00 

balance 4. 3,229  01 

$3,1 
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CHURCH  ERECTION  FUND. 

Cr. 

By  balance $2,288  42 

cash  from  part  proceeds  of  sale  of  Eckley,   Neb.,  church 

building 210  00 

cash  from  proceeds  of  sale  of  Pleasant  Ridge  church  building,       50  00 

eash  from  dividend  of  David  Gregg  estate 53  74 

cash  from  8ynod's  Board  of  Trustees,  interest  on  invested 

funds 187  00 

contributions  to  date  of  various  congregations,  individuals, 
etc *. 909  59 

$3,698  75 

Dr. 

To  paid,  appropriation  to  Denver  congregation ^   250  00 

expenses  of  Be  v.  D.  H.  Coulter  to  Eckley,  Neb..  $25  00 

less  amount  returned fi  13       18  87 

appropriation  to  Kaunas  City  congregation 1 .000  00 

Balance 2,429  88 

$3,698  75 

By  balance $2,429  88 

BOYS'  INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL  FUND. 

Cr. 

By  balance $   1 06  73 

contributions  to  date  from  individuals 156  00 

from  Sabbath  schools  an4  missionary  societies 64  61 

$   327  34 

Dr. 

To  paid,  Brown  Bros.  &  Co.,  for  £30  13s.  7d.  of  st'g  bill  £181  6s. 

7d.  <§>?483* $    148  03 

Brown  Bros.&  Co.,  for  £3  2s.  yd.  of  st'g  bill  £105  ISs.  3d. 

%  $488|, 15  31 

Brown  Bros.  &  Co..  for  £1 17s.  5s.  of  st'g  bill  £100  (ft  S4.88J  9  00 
Brown  Bros.  &  Co.,  for  £11  5s  5d.  of  st'g  bill,  £116  13s. 

lOd,  fa*  S488J 55  00 

Brown  ^ros.  &  Co.,  for  £20  8s.  3d.  of  st'g  bill,  £29  5*.  9d. 

Cm  $4  90, 100  00 

$    327  34 

LITERARY   FUND. 

T<»  balance,  per  report  of  this  date $919  03 

P*id,  Rev.  J.  R.  Wylie,  for  printing  programmes  Synod's  pro- 
ceedings  ! 1  25 

Safe  Deposit,  Allegheny,  rent  of  box  for  records,  through 
Rev.  J.  W.  Sproull,  D.  D 3  00 

bill  of  Myers,  Shinkle  &  Co.,  for  printing  placards  of 
Synod's  schemes,  through  Rev.  J.  W.  Sproull,  D.  D. . .     40  00 

Synod's  quota  of  expenses  Western  Section  Presbvterian 
Alliance .* 60  00 

bill  of  W.  Waters  &  Son,  binding  Psalters. .-. 9  90 

Thomas  K.  Oreacen,  loan  of  Sept.  18,  1890 500  00 

SI, 533  18 

^nce  overdrawn s   1)24  40 

Cr. 

BJ  cash,  from  sales  to  date  of  Testimonies  and  Books  of  Discip- 
le  $  ;$  m 

contributions  to  date  from  two  congregations .%  02 

jsjn  received  to  date  on  account  of  sales  of  Revised  Psalters,  569  1<> 

<*Unce  overdrawn 1)24  40 

$1,533  18 

FUND  FOR  THE  MISSION  TO  CHINA. 

fy balance,  Der  report  of  this  date ... $.5,520  17 

contributions  to  date  from  various  sources 5<>  90 

interest,  one  year,  4  per  cent 140  80 

$3,717  93 
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SUADIA  BUILDING  FUND. 

Dr. 

Amounts  remitted  to  Latakiyeh  : 

To  paid,  Brown  Bros.  &  Co.,  st'g  bill  £56,  @  $4.88 $  244  00 

Brown  Bros.  &  Co.,  st'g  bill  £50,©$486 243  00 

Brown  Bros.  &  Co.,  st'g  bill  £100,  @  $4.86* 485  39 

Brown  Bros.  &  Co.,  part  of  st'g  bill  £150,  say  £50  @ 

$485* 243  20 

Brown  Bros.  &  Co.,  part  of  st'g  bill  £100,  say  £65  @ 

$4851-16 315  06 

*1 

Cr. 

By  contributions  to  date,  individuals $   567  60 

contributions  from  congregations  and  missionary  societies. . .      100  00 

balance  overdrawn 863  05 

$1 

To  balance  overdrawn $   863  05 

ESTATE  OF  MRS.  ANN  SPENCE. 

CY. 

By  cash,  per  Hugh  Cheyne,  executor,  being  amount  of  her  bequest  to  the 
Foreign  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  without 
restrictions  as  to  disposition,  but  referred  to  Synod  lor  direction. . .     $1 

ESTATE  OF  REV.  I).  McKEE. 
Cr. 

By  cash,  per  Mrs.  M.  E.  McKee,  with  instructions  to  request  Synod  to 

designate  disposition  ot  same \ S 

GENERAL  ENDOWMENT  ACCOUNT. 

Balance $  272 

Received  during  the  year,  Theological  Seminary $     111  80 

Geneva  College 100  00 

James  R.  McKee,  Memo 2,000  00        2 

Balance S  274 

GENEVA  COLLEGE  ENDOWMENT. 

Balance S  107 

Receipts 

Total $  107. 

THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY   ENDOWMENT, 

Balance $    39 

Receipts 

Total S    59 

STUDENTS'  FUND  ENDOWMENT. 
Balance,  same  as  last  year S    14 

FOREIGN  MISSION  ENDOWMENT. 
Balance,  same  as  last  year $    34 

DOMESTIC  MISSION  ENDOWMENT. 
Balance,  same  as  last  year $    25 

SOUTHERN  MISSION    ENDOWMENT. 
Balance,  same  as  last  year $      3 

CHINESE  MISSION  ENDOWMENT. 
Balance,  same  as  last  year £ 

AGED   MINISTERS'   ENDOWMENT. 
Balance,  same  as  last  year S      fi 

CHURCH  EXTENSION  ENDOWMENT. 
Balance,  same  as  last  year $      J 

IOWA  PRESBYTERY  ENDOWMENT. 
Balance,  same  as  last  year $ 
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W1LKIX8BURG  CONGREGATION  ENDOWMENT. 
Balance,  same  as  last  year $        500  00 

MRS.  RACHEL  8TEVENSON  ENDOWMENT. 
Balance,  same  as  last  year S    10,000  00 

MRS.  AGNES  McIXROY  ENDOWMENT. 
Balance,  same  as  last  year S      3,000  00 

MRS.  MARGARET  PEOPLES  ENDOWMENT. 
Balance,  same  as  last  year $        900  00 

MRS.  REBECCA  LAW  ENDOWMENT. 
Balance,  same  as  last  year S        775  00 

MRS.  ELLEN  E.  (ROBERT)  GIBSON  ENDOWMENT. 
Balance,  same  as  last  year $      1,380  00 

JAMES  R.  McKEE  MEMORIAL  ENDOWMENT. 

Cash,  per  bis  widow  Mrs.  Eda  S.  E.  McKee S      2,000  00 

Balance $      2,000  00 

D.  GREGG  BEQUEST  ENDOWMENT. 
Balance,  same  as  last  year S  200,000  00 

MORTGAGE  ACCOUNT. 

Balance S    18,8f>4  90 

Cash  paid  for  loans  during  year 31,515  00 

Ca<«h  received  on  loans  during  year $32,954  51 

Interest  Account,  reduction  on  stock  investment,  l>v  order  of 

Board 1,100  00 

Balance 16,325  39 

$50,379  90  $  50,379  90 

D.  GREGG  REAL  ESTATE  ENDOWMENT  ACCOUNT. 

galance $  200,000  00 

Foreign  Mission  Current  Account — live  shares  of  net  revenue, $  2fi8  09 

Domwjtie  Mission — three  shares  of  net  revenue Uil  21 

Church  Extension — one  share  of  net  revenue 53  74 

Theological  Seminary — one  share  of  net  revenue 53  74 

Sustentation  Fund — one  share  of  net  revenue 53  74 

Southern  M ission — one  share  of  net  revenue 53  74 

ChinesQ  Mission— one  share  of  net  revenue 53  74 

Ministers'  Widows  and  Orphans  Fund— one  share  of  net  rev- 
enue   53  74 

Central  R.  P.  Church,  Allegheny— one  share  of  net  revenue. . .  53  74 

D.  Gregg  Endowment  Bequest  Current  Account 806  07 

$200,800  07  S200,8(W>  07 
It.  A1K1N  PROPERTY  ACCOUNT. 

Balance .* >         449  04 

Interest 20  94 

Total $         475  98 

ST.  JOHXSBURY,  VT.,  It.  P.  CHURCH  PROPERTY  ACCOUNT. 

^jnce $      3,057  44 

Ush  paid  for  mortgage,  R.  W.  Laird,  and  interest  on  same,  attorney's 

fees  and  expenses,  repairs,  insurance,  etc 880  15 

Average  interest  on  account  to  date $230  97 

Las  average  interest  on  rents  received  to  date 12  G8  218  29 

Total $      4,155  88 

ST.  JOHXSBURY,  VT.,  It.  P.  CHURCH  PROPERTY  RENT  ACCOUNT. 

Itents  received  to  date £         414  70 

Leas  expenditures 42  80 

Balance $         371  90 

RU.SHSYLVANIA  CHURCH  PROPERTY  ACCOUNT. 

Balance *  22  00 

Balance 22  00 
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EAST  END  R.  P.  CONGREGATION  ACCOUNT. 

Balance ."....$        225  00 

Insurance  on  church 150  00 

J.  P.  Hunter,  balance  of  attorney's  fee* 1,500  00 

Costs 534  50 

Interest 131»  50 

Interest  received  to  date %        139  50 

Balance 2,409  50  j 

$      2,549  00  $    2,519  00  ] 

NOTE  OF  J.  A.  McKEE.  ; 

Balance $     5,000  00  » 

Balance 5,000  00  i 

HOME  FOR  WIDOWS,  ORPHANS  AND  AGED  PEOPLE,  H.  P.  CHURCH, 

(J.  A.  M(  Kee  Endowment.) 

Balance $     5,125  00 

Cash ' 5  00 

Total S      5,130  00 

MORTGAGE,  NOTES—  L.  H.   WHEKLER,  PRINCETON,  IND. 

Payable  December  25, 1893 S  150  00 

Interest  on  sam e  4  25 

At  one  year,  with  interest 100  00 

At  two  years,  with  interest 400  00 

At  three  years,  with  interest 400  00 

Cash  for  first  note,  with  interest S         154  25 

Balance 900  00 

S      1,054  25  S    1,054  25 

PRINCETON,  INTD.,  R.  P.   CONGREGATION  DONATION. 

Notes  of  L.  H.  Wheeler,  cash  and  expenses $     1,200  00 

Interest  on  first  note 4  25 

Exchange  and  expenses $  9  45 

Balance 1,194  80 

S      1,204  25  S    1,204  25 
NOTE-WRIGHT  BROS.,  BURLINGTON,  IOWA. 

Note  dated  May  24, 1893,  at  1  year,  with  interest  at  6  per  cent,  from  date, 

in  renewal  of  original  note,  dated  May  26,  1890 S      1,000  00 

(Three  years'  interest,  $210.00,  on  original  uote  paid  by  Wright  Bros., 
<m  May  24, 1893,  which  was  credited  to  Indian  Mission,  per  order 
of  Synod.)  * 

Balance 1,000  00 

JAMES  M.  MILL1GAN  DONATION. 

Note,  Wright  Bros $      1,000  00 

Balance 1,000  00 

SUNDRIES. 

Interest  overdue $      1,112  00 

Cash S      1,001  90 

Balance 110  10 

S      1,112  00  S    1,112  00 

OFFICE   FURNITURE. 

Desks $  72  52 

Safe 290  00 

Carpets 57  82 

Chairs 27  65 

Filing  cabinet 10  00 

Clothes  rack  and  desk  footrai  1 1  25 

Typewriter 70  00 

Charged  to  expense  account  for  wear  and  tear $  29  24 

Balance 500  00 

S         529  24  $       529  24 
EXPENSE  ACCOUNT. 

Stationery,  new  books,  P.  O.  stamps,  rent  of  office,  (8  months),  telephone 
rent,  insurance  on  otlice  furniture,  salary  of  treasurer  for  11  months, 
to  May  1 ,  1894,  iVc,  &e $      2,376  85 

Distributed  to  sundry  accounts 2,376  86 
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CASH  ACCOUNT.. 

Balance $     1,161  86 

eipte 81,660  55 

enditure* $    76,9.12  32 

Balance 5,770  09 

Total $    82,722  41    $82,722  41 

INTEREST  ACCOUNT. 

Balance $      1.156  23 

;re*t  received  daring  year • 17,000  37 

iregg  bequest  Endowment  accouut - 450  00 

dries,  accrued  interest  on  mortgages,  &c $  154  84 

P.  M.  SL  Pittsburgh  Presbytery,  one  year  to  Not.  5, 1893. .  72  00 

.Susan  McMillan,  one  year  to  Jan.  14,  18D4 120  00 

.  Agnes- Mclnroy 120  00 

.  Margaret  Peoples 54  00 

.  Rebecca  Law 49  50 

.  Rachel  Stevenson 700  00 

^tgage  account,  reduction  on  stock  investment,  by  order 

of  Board 1,100  00 

>ense  account 1,782  64 

idend  5;  per  cent,  on  endowment  of  S25i>,547.ti9 14,110  11 

aoce  to  contigent  account 433  51 

Total S    18,696  60  S  18,696  60 

COMING KXT  ACCOU NT. 

?rest  account $         433  51 

ance 433  51 

D.  GREGG  ENDOWMENT  BKtjUEST  CURRENT  ACCOUNT. 

ince $4,492  55 

1  county  taxes  for  1892 225  44 

county  taxes  for  lHStt 139  07 

for  improvements 760  00 

for  repairs 65  06 

for  city  taxes  for  1894 1,989  82 

for  repairs 3  35 

rage  interest  on  account  April  1,  *m 68  62 

rge  for  managing  property,  renting  collecting  rents.  «Xc, 
per  order  Board.  5  per  cent,  on  rent  collected,  which 

amount  is  carried  to  credit  of  interest  account 450  00 

ince  to  D.  Gregg  real  estate  endowment  accouut 8U6  07 

ta* received  for  the  year »....  S      9,000  00 

Totals S      9,000  00  $    9,000  00 

MKS.  RACHEL  -TEVEN-ON   DONATION. 

ince,  subject  to  future  disjtos.il $      4,000  00 

ince 4,000  00 

mi: <.  >t>.\\  McMillan  donation. 

ince S  2.000  00 

litted  To  Walter  T.  Miller,  treasurer  for  Foreign  Minion?      1.0O0  00 
■til  to  credit  of  Southern  Minion  Current  Account.    by 
>rdi-r  of  Synod's    Boaid  of   Trustees  as>    in-iructt-d    by 

loLior .~A4i  C" ' 

ince 5u0  <>  ■ 

Total $      2J.O.I  w  5    2.0Cw  00 

JOHN   Will.,  1IT  ESTATE  1JEOUE-T. 

!i.  per  Philadelphia  Tri-t.  Safe  I>  j»o>it  iV  Insurance  Co.,  KxecuT«rs> 

Philadelphia,  in  full 5         o.>5  12 

luce ott  12 

Mil-.  NA.Ni.Y   HEWITT  REQUEST. 

ince S  5,407  J» 

I  Waltt-r  T.  Miller.  !T*-.i.-..ier  i«»r   F««r^i^ii  Minion,  by 

>rder  of  Synod's  Board,   -er  >ec:>tary\  rei-»rt *.         2,7<u*>  GO 

>nce T. '. .' 2,70'i  60 

Total $      5,407  20  $    5,407  20 
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REV.  DAVID  McKEE,  CLAR1NDA,  IOWA,  BEQUEST. 

Gash,  per  bis  widow,  Mrs.  M.  £.  McKee,  (for  Domestic  Mission,) $      1 

Balance ' 

REAL  ESTATE  DONATION. 

Gash,  paid  expenses  to  date S 

Balance $ 

MRS.  ELLEN  E.  GIBSON  BEQUEST. 

Bond  and  mortgage,  on  account S     4,4 

Balance S     4,- 

W.  P.  M.  S.f  PITTSBURGH  PRESBYTERY. 

Balance $     1,! 

Interest,  one  year  at  6  p*r  cent 

Cash,  for  interest  one  year  to  November  5,  1893 S  72  00 

Cash,  on  account  of  deposit 500  00 

Balance 700  00 

SI  ,272  00      $1,! 

IOWA  PRESBYTERY  INTEREST  ACCOUNT. 

Dividend $ 

Cash  remitted $ 

WILKINSBURG  CONGREGATION  INTEREST  ACCOUNT. 

Dividend $ 

Cash  remitted S 

MRS.  AGNES  McINROY  INTEREST  ACCOUNT. 

Interest  for  one  year S 

Cash  remitted $ 

MRS.  MARGARET  PEOPLES  INTEREST  ACCOUNT. 

Interest  for  one  year $ 

Cash  remitted $ 

MRS.  REBECCA  LAW  INTEREST  ACCOUNT. 

Interest  for  one  year.. $ 

Cash  remitted $ 

MRS.  RACHEL  STEVENSON  INTEREST  ACCOUNT. 

Interest $        ' 

Ca>li  remitted $        ' 

mrs.  srsAN  McMillan  interest  account 

Interest  for  one  year $        1 

Cash  remitted S 

FOREIGN  MISSION  INTEREST  ACCOUNT. 

D.  Gregg  real  estate  endowment  account  five  (5)  shares $        ! 

Dividend,  5i  per  cent,  on  endowment  of  $34,630.07 1,J 

Remitted  to  Walter  T.  Miller,  treasurer $         268  69 

Remitted  to  Walter  T.  Miller,  treasurer 1,905  02 

S       2,173  71    S2,: 
CHURCH  EXTENSION  OR  ERECTION  INTEREST  ACCOUNT. 

D.  Gregg  real  estate  endowment  account  one  (1)  share $ 

Dividend,  5i  per  cent,  on  endowment  of  $3,400 

Remitted  to  Walter  T.  Miller,  treasurer S  63  74 

Remitted  to  Walter  T.  Miller,  treasurer 187  00 

S        240  74        S 

SUSTENTATION  FUND  INTEREST  ACCOUNT. 

D.  Gregg  real  estate  endowment  account  one  (1)  share S 

Remitted  to  Walter  T.  Miller,  treasurer $ 

CENTRAL  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH,  ALLEGHENY'. 

D*  Gregg  real  estate  endowment  account  one  (1)  share $ 

Remitted  to  Tbeo.  Sproull,  treasurer $ 
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DOMESTIC  MISSION  CURRENT  ACCOUNT. 
e $     8,293  28 

Receipts. 

om  76  congregations S  1,427  92 

26  individuals 224  67 

11L.M.  S 145  70 

14  Sabbath  Schools ^ 168  14 

1  C.  E.  S 10  00 

gg  real  estate  endowment  account  three  (3)  shares 161  21 

ad,  5*  per  cent,  on  endowment  of  S2S.383.02 1 ,396  06  S    3,533  70 

Expenditures. 

lid  for  missionary  work  and  supplements  to  salaries, 

per  order  Central  Board  of  Missions $  '  5,606  44 

Hid  Ohio  Presbytery  per  order  Central  Board  ot  Miss.  200  00 
lid  Rochester  Presbytery  per  order  Central  Board  of 

ons 200  00 

e  account 118  84 

b 701  70 

S     6,826  96    S  6,826  98 

SOUTHERN  MISSION  CURRENT  ACCOUNT. 
e S         754  59 

Receipt*. 

om  91  congregations $  1,877  09 

35  individuals 264  72 

32  L.  M.  8 359  75 

22  8abbath  Schools 321  71 

3S.S.  Classes 21  92 

3C.E.8 26  50 

3M.  B 16  45 

W.  P.M.  8.  of  Illinois  Presbytery 10  55 

Estate  of  Mrs.  Eliza  Toner,  Clarinda,  la 33  33 

Estate  of  Emellue  Gregg  Metheny 53  19 

Lcademy  Current  Acc't,  per  Rev.  R.  J.  Mclhaac 199  21 

it  Grove.  Rent  Acc't 30  00 

jg  Real  Estate  Endowment  Acc't  one  (1)  share 53  74 

san  McMillau  Donation 500  00 

id,  5i  per  cent,  ou  endowment  of  $3,780.13 207  90$    3,976  06 

Expenditures. 

paid   salaries,  etc.,  per  order  of  Central  Board  of 

sions $  3,881  89 

rred  to  Chinese  Mission  by  order  of  Morning  Sun 

ig'n,  (their  error  in  remitting) 25  55 

«  Account 118  84 

J 704  37 

S      4,730  65  $    4,730  65 

KNOX  ACADEMY  CURRENT  ACCOUNT. 

Receipts. 
erRev.  R.J.  Mclsaac  for  tuition $         215  82 

Expenditures. 

turned  R.  J.  Mclsaac S  16  60 

5  to  Southern  Mission  Current  Account 199  21 

S         215  82  S        215  82 

PLEASANT  GROVE  MISSION  PROPERTY  RENT  ACCOUNT. 

nt  from  J.  H.  Pickens 5  10  00 

nt  from  J.  H.  Pickens 10  00 

nt  from  J.  H.  Pickens 10  00 

Total  to  Southern  Mission  Current  Account S  30  00 

VALLEY  CREEK  MISSION  PROPERTY  BUILDING  FIND.' 
!,  same  a?  last  year S  13  75 
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CHINESE  MISSION  CURRENT  ACCOUNT. 

Balance $     2,371 

Receipts. 

Cash  from  77  congregations $  710  29 

21  individual* 144  60 

17  L.  M.  8 188  20 

16  Sabbath  Schools 139  40 

1M.B 50 

ICE.  8 5  25 

W.  P.  M.  8.  of  Pittsburgh  Presbytery 3  60 

Estate  of  Mrs.  Eliza  Toner,  Clarinda,  la 33  33 

Transferred  from  Southern  Mission  by  order  of  Morning  Sun 

Cong*n  (their  error  in  remitting) «. 2555 

D.  Gregg  Real  Estate  Endowment,  one  (1)  share 53  73 

Dividend,  5}  per  cent,  on  Endowment  of  $100 550$    1,30! 

Expenditures. 

Cash,  paid  salaries  per  order  Central  Board  of  Missions $     1 ,699  48 

Expense  Account 59  43 

Balance 1,928  34 

$      3,687  25  $    3,6* 

INDIAN  MISSION  CURRENT  ACCOUNT. 

Balance $     3,35 

Receipts. 

Cash  from  75  congregations $  804  30 

36  individuals 393  90 

21  Sabbath  Schools 243  46 

3  S.  S.  clasesa 12  00 

15  L.  M.  S 169  05 

2C.  E.  S 74  00 

3M.  B U  00 

W.  P.  M.S.,  Illinois  Presbytery 10  55 

W.  P.  M.  S.,  Pittsburgh  Presbytery  on  account.. 

of  Rev.  W.  W.  Canther's  salary 400  00 

Estate  of  Mrs.  Eliza  Toner,  Clarinda,  Iowa 33  34  $    2,151 

Expenditures. 

Cash,  paid  salaries  per  order  Central  Board  of  Missions S      2,882  97 

Balance 2,621  80 

$    5,504 
INDIAN  MISSION  BUILDING  ACCOUNT. 

Cash  from  W.  P.  M.  S.,  of  Pittsburgh  Presbytery,  per  Mrs.  J.  R.  McKee, 

treasurer,  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  Indian  Mission  Chapel.  .$     1,0W 
Cash  from  individuals,  S.  S.  and  M.  B 31 

$      1,031 
INDIAN  MISSION  INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL. 

Balance  same  as  last  year $         K 

THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY  CURRENT  ACCOUNT. 

Balance $        841 

Receipts. 

Cash  from  71  congregations $  956  29 

17  individuals 150  10 

1  Sabbath  School 4  28 

Estate  of  Emeline  Gregg  Metheuy 53  19 

D.  Gregg  real  estate  endowment  one  (1)  share 53  74 

Dividend,  5}  per  cent,  on  endowment  of  $59,087 3,249  78  $    4,46 

Expenditures. 

Cash,  paid  salaries  of  theological  professors,  in  full  to  June 

1, 1894 $  4,000  06 

Cash,  paid  elocution  professor 50  00 

Cash,  paid  for  closet  paper 2  00 

Cash,  paid  expenses  of  four  members  of  Board  attending 

closing  exercises 78  20 

Expense  account 59  42 

Balance 1,119  46 

$     5,309  08  $    5,31 
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MEMORIAL  BUILDING  RENT  ACCOUNT. 

$      1,474  68 

Receipt*. 

nt  to  June  1, 1894 800  00 

Expenditures. 

indry  expenses $        112  15 

2,162  03 

$     2,274  68  $    2,274  68 

THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY  LIBRARY  FUND. 

$      1,102  75 

Receipts. 

om  10  congregations $  60  82 

minary  closing  collection 6  62  75  94 

Expenditures. 

(1  for  books  and  other  expenses $  41  13 

College  Library,  (one-half  of  receipts,  $69.32) 34  66 

1,102  88 

$      1,178  67  $    1,178  61 

STUDENTS'  FUND  CURRENT  ACCOUNT. 

'. $      3,518  0$ 

Receipts. 

m  45  congregations $  240  90 

6  individuals 11  00 

2  Sabbath  Sen  o  o  Is 665 

Estate  of  Emeline  Gregg  Metheny 53  19 

(1,  5i  per  cent,  on  endowment  of  $14,666.51 80666$    1,118  40 

Expenditures. 

id  three  students  at  $130  each,  per  order  of  Board.  .$  390  00 
4,246  43 

$    4,636  43  $    4,636  43 

AGED  MINISTERS'  FUND  CURRENT  ACCOUNT. 

$         271  30 

Receipts. 

ru  64  congregations $  630  66 

10  individuals 40  00 

1  Sabbath  School 4  61 

1  L.  M.  S 5  00 

Estate  of  Emeline  Gregg  Metheny 53  19 

i,  5i  per  cent,  on  endowment  of  $6,700.00 368  50  $    1,101  96 

Expenditures. 

tid  ministers,  80  per  cent,  of  $1,350  00,  amounts  or- 

t>y  Synod,  1893 S  1,080  00 

account 59  42 

233  84 

$    1,373  26    $  1,373  26 

JND  FOR  WIDOWS  AND  CHILDREN  OF  DECEASED  MINISTERS. 

$  2  26 

Receipts, 

u  60  congregations $  427  83 

10  individuals 20  50 

1  Sabbath  School 6  36 

j  real  estate  endowment,  one  (1)  share 53  74    S     508  43 

Expenditures. 

id  33  per  cent,  of  $1,500.00,   amounts  ordered  by 

of  1893 $         495  00 

15  69 

$    510  69    $      510  69 
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TESTIMONY  BEARING  CURRENT  ACCOUNT. 
Balance $       312  41 

Receipts. 

Cash  from  68  congregations S  878  40 

14  individuals 82  00 

1L.M.8 23  00 

Collection  at  Cadiz,  0 3  94    $    987  34 

Expenditure*. 

Cash  paid  orders  of  Committee $        848  70 

Balance 451  06 

S  1,219  75    $  1*296  75 

Against  the  above  balance-  of $       451  05 

There  are  outstanding  orders  not  yet  pre- 
sented for  payment,  amounting  to 299  94 

Leaving  actual  balance  of. $       151  11 

GENEVA  COLLEGE  BUILDING  FUND. 

Balance  overdrawn S        906  89 

Interest 53  27 

'Cash,  stone  sold $       22  00 

Interest  charge,  carried  to  Geneva  College  Current  Account  53  27 

balance 884  89 

H       960  16    S     98016 

GENEVA  COLLEGE  LIBRARY  FUND. 
Balance .. $     1,04145 

Receipts . 

Theological  Seminary  Library  Eund,  (one-half  receipts  for 

Library  Fund) 34  66 

Expenditures. 

-Cash  paid  for  books,  book  case,  etc $        144  26 

balance 931  83 

$    1,076  09  $    1,076  (0 

GENEVA  COLLEGE  INTEREST  ACCOUNT. 

Cash,  receipts  for  interest  on  Geneva  College  notes $        768  68 

Transferred  to  Geneva  College  Current  Account $        768  68 

GENEVA  COLLEGE  CURRENT  ACCOUNT. 

Receipts. 

4Jash,  for  deficit  from  40  congregations $  282  78 

3  individuals 18  00 

1  Sabbath  School 4  51  I      305  29 

■Cash,  on  account  piano  loan 13  70 

on  account  chapel  rent 100  00 

on  account  tuition 3,869  58 

♦Geneva  College  Interest  Account 788  68 

Wit-Mend,  5}  per  cent,  on  endowment  of  $107,594.36 5,917  89 

2Batance  overdrawn $  1,963  48 

Expenditures. 

cCash  paid  for  insurance,  3  years  to  1890 $  200  00 

filling  out  diplomas 6  00 

travelling  expenses  of  two  members  attending 

Board  meetings  for  several  years  past 40  28 

salaries  of  professors  to  June  1,  1894 9,100  00 

interest  on  overdraft  for  one  voar 117  80 

Interest  on  Geneva  College  Building  overdraft 53  27 

Expense  Account 178  26 

J&alance  overdrawn 684  2 

$  11,659  09  $  11,609  0 
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BALANCE  SHEET.— May  12,  1804. 

LIABILITIES. 

RECAPITULATION  OF  ENDOWMENT  FUNDS. 

1898.  1894. 

ollege  Endowment $  107,094  36  $107,694  36 

a]  Seminary  Endowment 09,087  00  59,198  80- 

Fund  Endowment 14,666  51  14,666  61 

fission  Endowment 34,636  67  34,636  67 

Mission  Endowment 25,383  02  25.383  02: 

Mission  Endowment 3,780  13  3,780  13 

lission  Endowment... 100  00  100  00* 

listers  Endowment 6,700  00  6,700  00- 

xtention  Endowment 3,400  00  3,400  00' 

bytery  Endowment 700  00  700  00 

lrg  Congregation  Endowment 500  00  500  00 

*  $  256,547  69 

cKee  Memorial  Endowment 2,000  00 

hel  8tevenson  Endowment 10,000  00 

es  Mclnroy  Endowment 3,000  00 

•garet  Peoples  Endowment 900  00 

ecca  Law  Endowment 775  0O 

t  E.  (Robert)  Gibson  Endowment 1,380  0O 

Amount  of  General  Endowment  Account S  274,814  40 

Bequest  Endowment,  (not  governed  by  dividend  ;  net  revenue 

mted  as  instructed  by  donor) 200,000  00 

S  474,814  49 

RECAPITULATION  OF  SUNDKY  ACCOUNTS. 

>urv,  Vt.,  R.  P.  Church  Property  Rent  Acc't S  371  90 

IcKee,  Endowment  for  Home  for  Widows,  Orphans  and  Aged 

iof  R.  P.  Church 5,130  00 

,  Indiana,  R.  P.   Congregation    Donation,   SI, -00.00  less  ex- 

i,  etc 1,194  80 

illigau  Donai  ion '. 1,000  OO 

lei  Ste venson  Donation 4,000  0O 

i  McMillan  Donation $      2,000  00 

tut  distributed  by  Synod's  Board 1,500  00  500  0O 

ght  E>tate  Bequest 355  12 

5V  Hewitt  Bequest 2,703  GO 

id  McKee,  Clarinda,  Ja.,  Bequest 200  00 

i  E.  Gibson  Bequest,  on  account 4,433  33 

?ek  Mission  Biilding  Fund '. 13  75- 

$.  of  Pittsburgh  Presbytery,  on  deposit 700  0O 


$  495,416  9i* 


CURKENT  ACCOUNTS. 


Mission  Current  Account S  701  70 

Mission  Current  Account 704  37 

Mission  Current  Account 1,928  34 

ssion  Current  Account 2,021  80 

ssion  Building  Fund 1,031  46 

ssion  Industrial  School 10  00 

il  Seminary  Current  Account 1,119  4<> 

Building  Rent  Account 2,1(52  53 

il  Seminary  Library  Fund 1,102  88 

Fund  Current  Account 4,24<>  43 

isters  Fuud  Current  Account 233  84 

nd  Children  of  Dcc'd  Minister.* 15  69 

r  Bearing,  (orders  out  and  not  vet  paid,  $299.94, 

will  reduce  this  balance  to  S151.U 451  05 

>llege  Library  Current  Account 931  83  $  17,261  3& 

it  Account 433  51 


S  513,111  88- 


;nd  of  5J  per  cent,  declared  on  this  amount. 

irtf  not  governed  by  dividend,  but  are  paid  specified  rate  of  interest. 
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ASSETS. 

D.  Gregg  Real  Estate  Endowment  Account $  200,000  00 

Robert  Aikin  Property  Account 475  H8 

St.  Johnsbury,y t.,  R.  P.  Church  Property  Acc't 4,155  88 

Rushsylvania  K.  P.  Church  Property  Account 22  00 

Real  Estate  Donation  Account 59  35 

East  End  R.  P.  Congregation  Account 2,409  50 

Sundries,  (Int.  overdue  at  May  13, 1893) 110  10 

Note,  John  A.  McKee. 5,000  00 

Note,  L.  H.  Wheeler,  (Mtg.  collateral) 100  00 

Note,  L.  H.  Wheeler,  (Mtg.  collateral) 400  00 

Note,  L.  H.  Wheeler,  (Mtg.  collateral) 400  00 

Note,  Wright  Bros 1,000  00 

Geneva  College  Building  Fund  Account 884  89 

Geneva  College  Current  Account 684  21 

Office  Furniture  Account 500  00 

Mortgage  Account 16,325  39 

General  Endowment  Account, 274,814  49 

Cash  Account,  on  hand %        200  75 

Cash  in  First  National  Bank,  Pittsburgh,  Pa 5,569  34  5,770  09 


$513,111  88  $513,111  88 

Our  mission  to  the  Chinese  on  the  Pacific  Coast  will  be  known 
hereafter  as  The  Chinese  Home  Mission  to  distinguish  it  from  the  new 
Mission  to  China.  * 

The  clerk,  by  direction  of  the  court,  cast  the  unanimous  ballot  of 
Synod  tor  Win.  Blair,  John  A.  Dodds  and  Theophilus  Sproull  to  be 
trustees  of  Synod  for  three  years  from  June  15,  1894. 

J.  W.  Pritchard,  J.  M.  Wylie,  D.  Boyd,  A.  C.  Coulter  and  D.  M. 
Quay  were  appointed  a  committee  to  secure  reduction  of  fares  to  Synod 
next  year. 

Henry  Hogg  was  granted  leave  of  absence. 

The  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing  reported.  The  report 
was  accepted  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 

Report  of  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing. 

The  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing  respectfully  report  the 
following : 

To  programs  for  Synod,  300  copies $  2  50 

To  programs  for  Public  Meeting  in  2d  Church  with  Sacred  Songs  4  25 

To  programs  for  Public  Meeting  in  1st  Church,  500  copies 3  75 

To  programs  for  Public  Meeting  in  3d  Church,  50u  copies 3  75 

Total $  14  25 

We  recommend  that  this  bill  be  paid  out  of  the  Literary  Fund. 
The  receipted  bills  are  herewith  submitted. 

J.  L.  McCartney,  Chr.  of  Committee* 

Synod  took  a  recess,  to  meet  at  7  p.  M.     Prayer  by  H.  H.  George- 

EVENING   SESSION. 

Synod  met  at  7  o'clock,  and  was  opened  with  waver  by  D.  B 
Willson. 

The  Committee  on  Presbyterial  Reports  reported.  The  report  wa 
received  and  taken  up  item  by  item  for  adoption.  All  the  items  wer 
adopted.     The  report  was  adopted  as  a  whole,  and  is  as  follows: 
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Rtport  of  Committee  on  Fresbyterial  Reports. 

The  Committee  on  Presby  terial  Reports  respectfully  report : 
The  statistical  reports  placed  in  our  hands  show  that  clerks  of  pres- 
teries  have  done  their  work  with  a  commendable  degree  of  care  and 
>mptne88.  As  much  however  cannot  be  said  of  all  the  clerks  of 
sions.  The  instructions  of  Synod  to  make  out  reports  for  the 
endar  year,  and  that  the  reports  for  the  past  year  cover  the  entire 
ir  of  1893,  were  not  in  all  cases  carried  out.  The  report  of  one 
ire  presbytery  and  of  individual  congregations  in  other  presbyteries 
er  a  period  of  only  eight  months.  The  report  this  year  cannot 
refore  be  made  as  satisfactory  as  we  desire. 

The  number  of  presbyteries  has  been  increased  from  eleven  to  twelve 
the  organization  of  Colorado  Presbytery.  The  number  of  congre- 
.ions  is  1 19,  a  decrease  of  three.  Of  these  seventy-five  have  pastors, 
have  stated  supplies  and  thirty -eight  have  no  pastoral  oversight. 
The  number  of  ministers  is  109,  an  increase  of  two.  Four  have  been 
lained,  two  have  died,  and  two  have  withdrawn  from  our  communion 
ring  the  past  j*ear.  Two  pastors  have  been  released  from  their  con- 
cations,  ahd  six  have  been  installed. 

There  are  seventy  pastors,  four  of  whom  have  double  charges.  Six 
i  stated  supplies.  Of  the  remaining  thirty-three,  one  is  laboring  in 
3  Indian  Mission,  one  in  the  Chinese  Mission,  one  in  the  Southern 
ssion,  two  in  the  College,  two  in  the  Seminary,  four  in  the  Foreign 
ssion,  one  is  engaged  a  part  of  the  time  in  teaching.  One  of  our 
stors  divides  his  time  between  his  congregation  and  the  American 
bbath  Union.  Rev.  H.  H.  George,  field  agent  of  the  National 
form  Association,  has  been  installed  pastor  of  East  End,  Pittsburgh 
ngregation,  but  still  gives  a  part  of  his  time  to  National  Reform 
>rk.  Of  the  remaining  ministers  a  few  are  partially  disabled  by  bodily 
irmity.  The  remainder  are  actively  engaged  in  the  work  of  the 
nistry. 

The  number  of  students  in  the  Theological  Seminar}'  is  ten.  Two 
ve  been  licensed,  making  the  total  number  of  licentiates  nine. 
The  number  of  members  in  our  communion  is  9,787  being  a  decrease 
eighty-seven  since  the  last  report.  The  increase  is  570,  the  decrease 
0,  according  to  the  statistical  reports,  making  a  net  decrease  of  only 
irty.  Through  the  carelessness  of  clerks  of  sessions,  there  is  a  de- 
base of  fifty  seven  not  accounted  for, as  is  evident  from  a  comparison 
the  report  this  year  with  that  of  last  year. 

The  following  presbyteries  report  a  net  increase :  Philadelphia, 
Chester,  Pittsburgh,  Colorado  and  Kansas.  The  presbyteries  which 
ve  suffered  a  net  loss  are,  New  York,  Ohio,  Lakes,  Illinois,  Iowa  and 
Jw  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia.  Vermont  Presbytery  reports  the 
me  number  as  last  year.  Only  forty-three  of  our  one  hundred  and 
neteen  congregations  report  a  net  gain. 

The  number  of  Sabbath  School  scholars  is  10,941,  a  decrease  of  683. 
The  contributions  for  all  purposes  is  $162,862,  being  an  average  per 
ember  of  $16.64. 

The  direction  of  Synod  to  place  the  contributions  for  Testinionjr 
taring  in  the  National  Reform  column,  and  to  indicate  the  amount  in 
foot  note,  was  regarded  in  only  a  few  cases. 
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Owing  to  the  incompleteness  of  the  financial  reports,  we  present  no 
exhibit  of  the  amounts  contributed  for  the  different  schemes. 

This  report  makes  it  clear  that  our  statistics  are  not  as  valuable  this 
year  as  they  should  be,  or  as  they  have  been  in  years  past. 

We  recommend  the  following : 

1.  That  clerks  of  sessions  be  urged  to  a  greater  degree  of  care  and 
promptness  in  the  preparation  and  forwarding  of  their  reports  to  clerks 
of  presbyteries. 

2.  That  the  direction  of  Synod  requiring  the  contributions  for 
Testimony  Bearing  to  be  placed  in  the  National  Reform  column  of  our 
statistical  report  and  that  the  amount  be  indicated  in  a  foot  note,  be 
repeated. 

3.  That  the  rule  adopted  last  year  instructing  "  congregations  to 
make  out  their  reports  for  each  calendar  year,"  be  rescinded  and  tbat 
the  old  rule  making  the  fiscal  year  begin  with  May  1st  and  close  with 
April  20th,  be  restored.  R.  C.  Wylik,     ")       ^.^ 

Report  of  Colorado  Presbytery.  • 

Colorado  Presbytery  would  respectfully  repoit : 

Our  presbytery  was  org«nized  July  25,  1893,  the  following  delegates  beiog 
present  at  the  organization  :  Ministeis,  D.  G.  Thompson,  J.  M.  Wylie,  James 
Patton  ;  elders,  I).  S.  Ellis,  J.  K.  Miller. 

We  have  held  two  regular  meetings.  We  have  four  congregations,  Denver, 
Evans,  La  Juuta  and  Seattle,  all  of  which  bave  settled  pastors,  except  the  latter, 
which  has  a  stated  supply.     All  receive  aid  fiom  the  Domestic  Mission  Fund. 

Six  ministers  are  on  our  roll. 

We  bave  supplied  with  some  preaching  Wray  and  Breckinridge,  in  Colorado, 
where  there  are  a  few  Reformed  Presbyterians. 

We  have  explored  Southern  California  and  other  points  on  the  coast  and  find- 
ing the  field  encouraging,  offer  the  following  recommendations : 

1.  That  we  ask  Synod  to  give  us  such  an  appropriation  as  will  enable  us  to 
employ  a  laborer  in  Southern  California  and  the  west  for  the  dissemination  of 
the  principles  of  Christian  civil  goverment,  and  at  the  same  time  give  special 
attention  to  the  organization  of  a  mission  station  at  Los  Angeles. 

2.  rJ  hat  we  also  request  an  appropriation  to  enable  us  to  employ  a  laborer  for 
at  least  one-half  his  time  in  cultivating  the  Meld  in  the  neighboihood  of  Seattle. 

3.  That  after  careful  investigation  of  the  openings  for  work  on  the  coast  *• 
would  respectfully  ask  Synod  if  the  Chinese  Mission  Fund  might  not  be  so  divid- 
ed as  to  assist  congregations  on  the  coast  in  conducting  Chinese  missions. 

Our  statistical  report  has  been  forwarded  to  Synod's  committee. 

James  Patton,  Clerk 

Report  of  Illinois  Presbytery. 

Illinois  Presbytery  would  respectfully  report : 

That  we  held  two  regular  meetings  of  presbytery  during  the  year  and  one 
called  meeting. 

Our  roll  shows  nine  congregations  and  one  mission  station. 

Three  of  our  congregations  have  pastor*  ;  four  are  vacant ;  two  are  supplied 
by  appointment  of  the  Central  Board  of  Missions. 

Rev.  J .  R*  Wylie,  was  released  from  Church  Hill  congregation. 

Rev.  J.  C.  French,  was  called  by  the  Elkhorn  congregation.  The  ca1 
has  been  accepted.     Mr.  French  will  be  installed  at  an  early  date. 

We  report  five  ministerial  members.  Rev.  G.  M.  Elliott  having  united  with  th 
Presbyterian  Church,  has  name  was  stricken  from  the  roll. 

Rev.  M.  A.  Gault  was  installed  pastor  over  Blooraington  congregation.  Hi 
name  was  added  to  our  roll. 

Work  has  been  abandoned  at  De  Witt  mission  owing  to  discouragements. 
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We  report  a  decrease  in  the  total  membership  of  oar  congregations. 
Presbytery  asks  for  one  and  one-half  times  the  labor  of  one  minister  during 
le  year. 

The  fall  time  of  Rev.  J.  R.  Wylie  is  at  the  disposal  of  Synod. 
Oar  statistical  report  has  been  forwarded 

Mrs.  W.  F.  George  is  recommended  to  Synod  for  aid  to  the  amount  of  $200 
)r  one  year  from  the  Fund  for  Widows  and  Children  of  Deceased  Ministers. 
Our  Travelling  Fund  is  fall. 

R.  C.  Used,  Clerk. 

Report  of  Iowa  Presbytery. 

The  Iowa  Presbytery  respectfully  report : 

We  have  held  two  regular  meetings  during  the  year  besides  the  special  meet- 
ings held  during  the  sessions  of  Synod.  The  fall  meeting  was  held  in  Washing- 
ton,  spring  meeting  in  Reboboth  church. 

Little  has  transpired  in  the  bounds  of  the  presbytery  during  the  past  year  of 
unusual  note. 

The  spirit  of  brotherly  love  continues  to  mark  our  meetings.  The  congrega- 
tions are  enjoying  a  fair  degree  of  prosperity. 

Rev.  T.  H.  Acheson  declined  a  call  from  the  Olathe  congregation  of  Kansas, 

A  call  from  Washington  congregation  in  favor  of  A.  I.  Robb,  licentiate.  It 
was  sustained,  and  forwarded  to  Kauaas  Presbytery  for  presentation, 

We  have  under  our  care  eleven  congregations,  eight  of  which  have  settled 
pastors.  £.  G.  El8ey,  having  charge  of  two  congregations,  Lake  Reno  and 
Glenwood . 

Lind  Grove,  Washington  and  Ell  iota  are  vacancies. 

The  time  of  E.  H.  Buck  is  at  the  disposal  of  Synod. 

Work  for  one-half  time  of  one  miuister  for  the  year. 

G.  R.  McBurney,  Clerk. 

Report  of  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia  Presbytery. 

The  Presbytery  ot  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia  would  respectfully  report 
that,  being  few  in  numbers  and  having  no  important  matters  before  us,  aud 
there  being  the  Bay  of  Fundy  between  us,  the  passage  ot  which  is  almost  as  much 
to  be  dreaded  as  a  trip  across  the  Atlantic,  our  work  has  been  attended  to  iu  an 
informal  way. 

The  congregations  of  Barnesville  and  Houlton  are  under  the  care  of  the 
Central  Board  and  nave  received  supplies  during  part  of  the  year.  And  brother 
McFarland  has  preached  in  Barnesville  on  evenings  during  the  week,  and  as  far  as 
in  his  power  has  counseled  and  encouraged  them. 

We  recommend  Mrs.  Lawson  to  her  share  in  the  Fund  for  Ministers'  Widows. 

Thos.  McFall,  Clerk. 

Report  of  Kansas  Presbytery. 

Illinois  Presbytery  would  respectfully  report : 

We  have  held  two  regular  meetings  since  last  meeting  of  Synod.     At  our  fall 
meeting  the  Interim  Commission  was  discontinued.     Rev.  Win.  Littlejohu  was 
installed  pastor  of  North  Cedar  congregation,  June  27,  1893. 
,  Rev.  T.  J.  Allen  was  received  on  certificate  from  Pittsburgh   Presbytery  and 
^stalled  pastor  of  Sterling  congregation  20th  October,  1893. 

Kev.  W.  M.  Glasgow  has  been  certified  to  the  Pittsburgh  Presbytery. 

Rev.  D.  McKee,  pastor  of  Clarinda  congregation,  died  on  the  27th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1893. 

Eckley  and  Burdett  congregations  have  become  disorganized. 

A.  I.  Robb,  licentiate  under  our  care,  received  calls  from  Hebron  congrega- 
tion, of  Kansas  Presbytery,  from  Washington  congregation,  Iowa  Presbytery 
tod  Bovina  congregation,  New  York  Presbytery.  Mr.  Robb  accepted  the 
Bovinacall,  and  was  ceitified  to  New  York  Presbyteiy. 

Elmer  McBurney,  licentiate  of  Pittsburgh  Presbytery,  has  been  received  on 
certificate,  and  has  accepted  a  call  from  Wahoo  congregation?  He  was  ordained 
and  installed  by  a  commission  of  presbytery,  May  18,  1894. 

Geo.  A.  Edgar  has  been  received  on  certificate  from   Pittsburgh  Presbytery, 
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and  has  accepted  a  call  from  Olathe  oongiegation.  The  ordination  and  instaUa- 
tioD  has  been  fixed  for  June  27,  1894.  A  commission  has  been  appointed  to 
attend  to  it. 

The  time  of  J.  A  Thompson  and  B.  M.  Sharp  is  at  the  disposal  of  Synod. 

Revs.  McMillan  and  Dodds  are  recommended  to  the  Aged  Ministers*  Fund  for 
$400  each,  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Wylie  to  the  Fund  for  Ministers'  Widows  aod 
Orphans  for  $250. 

We  ask  for  the  time  of  two  men  for  the  year. 

Rev.  Wm.  Littlejohn  is  chaiiman  of  the  Interim  Committee  of  Supplies. 

Wm  Littlejohn,  Clerk. 

Report  of  Lakes  Presbytery. 

The  Presbytery  of  the  Lakes  would  respectfully  report : 

During  the  last  synodical  year  two  meetings  have  been  held  :  one  regular,  on 
Octolter  10.  1893,  and  one  called,  on  April  11,  1894,  both  of  which  were  pleasant 
and  harmonious. 

We  have  eight  cougregations  ;  two  mission  stations,  Brush  Creek  and  Mice- 
don  :  eight  ministers,  and  one  licentiate. 

Rev.  Charles  Clyde  was  received  from  the  Reformed  Presbytery  into  the  mem- 
bership and  ministry  of  our  church  at  the  called  meeting  in  Belle  Centre  April 
11,  1894.  J.  G.  Reed  was  licensed  to  preach  the  gospel  by  commission  of  pres- 
bytery March  28,  1894. 

We  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  we  are  at  peace  among  ourselves. 
There  is  no  departure  in  the  faith,  or  change  in  the  line  of  reforms.  In  these 
lines  we  have  no  coin  promise  to  offer  for  the  sake  of  present  iteming  success. 
We  are  content  to  hold  our  way  in  contending  for  the  whole  of  divine  truth— 
"  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints,"  doing  what  we  can  and  may  for  tbe 
ushering  of  Christ's  kingdom  m,  resting  in  the  divine  assurance  that  there  are 
grand  and  glorious  fields  beyond,  where  the  reaping  will  be  iu  exact  proportion 
to  the  labor  and  fidelity. 

We  have  seven  pastors,  one  unsettled  minister,  Rev.  Charles  Clyde,  one  licen- 
tiate. J.  Q.  Reed,  the  whole  of  whose  time  is  at  the  disposal  of  Synod  to  tbe 
opening  of  the  Seminary. 

Bel'efontaine  congregation  receives  the  ministrations  of  P.  P.  Boyd  for  half 
time  as  stated  supply. 

Days  of  fasting  and  thanksgiving  have  been  observed  by  all  our  congregations. 

Our  statistical  report  has  been  submitted.    Respectfully  submitted, 

P.  P.  Boyd,  Clirk. 

Report  of  New   York  Presbytery. 

The  New  York  Presbytery  would  respectfully  report : 

We  have  held  our  usual  meetings  during  the  synodical  year.  In  connection 
with  cur  spring  meeting  a  conference  was  held  on  the  subject  of  the  devotional 
life  of  our  people.     The  discission  did  us  all  jiood. 

We  report  fourteen  congregations  ;  one  less  than  we  reported  last  year,  West 
Hebron  having  become  disorganized  on  account  of  the  death  of  Elder  John  Mc- 
Queen. A  commission  has  been  appointed  to  reorganize  the  congregation.  Of 
The  fourteen,  eleven  have  settled  pastors  ;  and  Bovina,  Brooklyn,  1st  New  York 
are  vacant.  Bovina  has  lately  called  licentiate  A.  I.  Robb  The  call  has  been 
sustained  by  us,  and  transferred  to  Kansas  Presbytery  for  presentation. 

Brooklyn  has  enjoyed  largely  the  ministrations  of  Rev.  J.  M.  Littlejohn. 

1st  New  York  under  the  care  of  the  Central  Board  of  Missions,  has  been 
ministered  to  by  licentiate  E.  H.  Buck. 

Two  of  our  congregations  reported  vacant  a  year  ago  have  obtained  pastors. 

Mr  Samuel  McNaugher  was  ordained  and  installed  over  1st  Boston,  on  Sep* 
t ember  21, 1893,  and  Rev.  Thomas  Patton  was  installed  pastor  of  Coldenham,  on 
October  13.  1893 

Rev  J.  K.  Reed  resigned  Bovina,  and  Rev.T.  A.  Rusk  resigned  West  Hebron. 
The  pastoral  relation  in  both  cases  was  dissolved  on  October  81,  1893. 

Rev.  S.  J.  Crowe  jpas  certified  to  Pittsburgh  Presbytery. 

We  have  fourteen  ministers.  Eleven  of  these  are  pastors.  Of  the  remaining 
three,  one  is  laid  aside  in  feeble  health,  one  is  laboring  under  the  direction  ot 
the  Central  Hoard,  and  one  is  engaged  part  of  his  time  iu  teaching. 
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lev.  F.  M.  Foster  is  chairman  of  our  committee  on  supplies. 
Ve  ask  for  the  time  of  oue  hik!  oue-fourth  laborers  tor  the  year. 
)ur  quota  of  Syuod's  Trav«  lliug  Fuud  is  full. 

Ve  ask  Synod  to  define  the  relation  which  a  congregation  under  the  care  of 
Central  Board  of  Missions  sustains  to  the  presbytery  to  which  it  belongs. 
Ve  also  ask  Synod  to  reconsider  the  actiou  of  last  year  in  regard  to  making 
.  our  statistical  reports  for  the  calendar  year  instead  of  the  syuodical  year. 
>ur  statistical  report  has  been  submitted.  S.  G.  Shaw,  Clerk. 

Report  of  Ohio  Presbytery. 

The  Ohio  Presbytery  would  respectfully  report: 

Ne  have  held  two  regular  meetings  duriug  the  last  year.    The  work  of  the 

sbytery  has  proceeded  in  the  usual  manner.    Since  our  last  report  Rev.  J.  M . 

rlie  has  withdrawn  from  our  church  and  united  with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

ther  Mc  Fail  and  has  also  entered  into  rest  since  our  last  report. 

Ve  have  five  settled  pastors  and  three  vacant  congregations.    Muskingum  and 

mica  have  been  recommended  to  the  Central  Board  of  Missions  as  a  mission 

lion. 

I  he  case  of  S.  A.  George,  referred  to  us  by  the  last  Synod  to  make  the  neces- 

y  inquiries  as  to  the  evidence  of  his  contrition,  etc.,  and  report  to  this  Synod, 

I  not  come  before  us,  he  having  been  received  into  the  Associate  Reformed 

Bsbyterian  Church,  South. 

IVe  have  under  our  care  one  student  of  theology  of  the  third  year,  R.  M. 

ackwood. 

Jar  statistical  report  has  been  forwarded  to  the  appropriate  committee.  Our 

welling  Fund  is  full.  Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  S.  Thompson,  Clerk. 

Report  of  Philadelphia  Presbytery. 

Two  regular  meetings  and  several  special  have  been  held  during  the  year. 
The  congregations  of   Baltimore  and  Conococheague  remain  vacant,  yet  we 
ope  they  will  soon  have  pastoral  care,  and  again  under  the  blessing  of  the 
ood  Shepherd,  grow  in  numbers  and  power. 

Uev.  J.  M.  Armour  has  been  certified  to  the  Presbytery  of  Colorado. 

The  time  of  Rev.  N.  R.  Johnston  is  mostly  devoted  to  editorial  work  on  Our 
dinner. 

Rev.  A.  W.  Johnston  is  employed  in  the  practice  of  medicine. 

We  rind  much  satisfaction  in  the  evidence  our  people  give  of  steadfastness  in 
formation  principles,  devotion  to  the  work  of  the  Lord,  and  the  growth  of 
piritual  life  The  young  people's  societies  exhibit  vitality  and  activity  under 
he  Holy  Spirit  to  a  commendable  degree. 

We  endeavor  to  do  our  part  in  sustaining  all  the  public  work  of  the  church, 
ending  contributions  to  each  field. 

We  have  furnished  our  share  of  the  travelling  expenses. 

In  connection  with  the  regular  meetings  of  presbytery  we  held  conferences  on 
°nje  religious  subject  c:f  gmeral  interest. 

We  ask  for  the  time  of  one  minister  to  supply  our  vacaucies. 

Respectfully  submitted,  J.  C.  McFeetbks,  Clerk. 

Report  of  Pittsburgh  Presbytery. 

The  Pittsburgh  Presbytery  would  lespcctfully  report : 

During  the  last  year  we  have  held  two  regular  and  two  special  meetings 
**ide  the  meetings  held  at  Synod. 

The  first  of  these  special  meetings  was  held  at  New  Castle  on  July  6th,  when 
fr-R.  J.  Mclsaac  was  ordained,  and  Mr.  J.  S.  Martin  was  ordained  and  in- 
Wled  pastor  of  New  Castle  congregation,  f  he  second  was  held  at  College  Hill, 
oMay  2d,  for  the  installation  and  ordination  of  Mr.  H.  G.  Foster. 

Oq  October  11th  Rev.  W.  M.Glasgow  was  received  on  certificate  from  Kansas 
re&bytery  and  installed  pastor  of  the  congregation  of  Beaver  Falls.  On  Octo- 
fcrlutk  Rev.  S.  J.  Crowe  was  received  on  certificate  from  New  York  Presby- 
tia and  on  November  30th  was  installed  pastor  of  Oil  Creek  congregation  for 
M'lialf  his  time,  the  other  lialf  being  given  to  the  work  of  the  American  Sab- 
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bath  Union.  On  April  3d  Rev  Dr.  H.  H.  George  was  installed  pastor  of  the 
East  End  congregation.  On  April  10th  Messrs.  George  A.  Edgar  and  Elmer 
McBurney,  licentiates,  were  certified  to  Kansas  Presbytery.  As  Synod  set  off 
Revs.  P.  J.  McDonald  and  D.  McAllister,  Jr.,  in  forming  the  Presbytery  of  Col- 
orado, their  names  were  dropped  from  our  rail. 

We  have  under  our  care  twenty  eight  congregations,  eleven  of  which  are  with- 
out pastors:  We  have  also  a  mission  station  at  Ceutreville  iu  care  of  Rev.  J.  R. 
Latimer.     Safem  congregation  is  iu  care  of  Rev.  J.  F.  Crozier. 

There  are  on  our  roll  thirty-two  ministers,  of  whom  fitteeu  are  settled  patton; 
four  in  the  Seminary  and  College  and  five  are  missionaries.  Rev.  D.  C.  Martin 
is  stated  supply  at  Middle  town.  On  April  11th  Mr.  J.  B.  Mclsaac  was  licensed 
to  preach. 

Our  licentiates  are  T.  A.  McElwaiu,  W.  J.  McKnight,  H.  G.  Foster  and  J.  B. 
Mclsaac. 

Our  students  of  theology  are  T.  M.  Slater  and  Moses  Green  berg  ot  the  second 
year,  J.  B.  Gil  mo  re,  A.  M.  George  and  A.  J.Mc/arland  of  the  third  year,  and  J. 
B.  Mclsaac  of  the  fourth  year. 

The  full  time  of  the  following  laborers  is  at  the  disposal  of  By  nod:  J.R. 
Baird,  H.  Easson,  J.  C.  K.  Faris,  H.  G.  Foster,  J.  J.  McClurkin,  T.  A.  McElwaio, 
W.  J.  McKnight,  G.  P  Haiti  and  D.  J.  Shaw,  and  also  the  time  of  J.  B.  Mclsaac 
during  August  and  half  of  September. 

The  presbytery  asks  for  the  full  time  of  two  laborers. 

We  request  that  Revs.  John  Galbraith  and  J.  J.  McClurkin  receive  a  share  in 
the  distribution  of  the  Aged  Ministers'  Fund,  that  Hev.  J.  Baird  be  recom- 
mended for  aid  to  the  extent  of  $100,  and  that  Mrs.  J.  Love  and  Mrs.  D.  Reed 
receive  a  shaie  of  the  Fund  for  Ministers'  Widows  and  Orphans.  We  also  request 
aid  for  Mrs.  T.  J.  Speer. 

The  following  request  was  referred  to  Synod  : 

The  East  End  End  congregation  request  Synod  to  make  provision  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  expenses  incurred  in  connection  with  the  legal  contest  for  the  pos- 
session of  the  East  End  church  property.        Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  J.  Coleman,  Ckrk. 

Report  of  Jiovhi titer  Preahytcry. 

Rochester  Presbytery  would  respectfully  re]M>it  : 

We  have  held  two  regular  meetings  (luring  the  year. 

Our  congregations  are  in  a  satisfactory  condition  tor  the  most  part. 

We  Dave  seven  congregations  under  our  care,  four  of  these  having  settled 
pastors. 

Rev.  S.  R.  Wallace  was  released  from  the  pastoral  charge  of  Syracuse  congre- 
gation, Apiil  3rd.  1894,  and  his  time  is  at  the  disposal  of  Synod.  Rev.  J.  <:.  B. 
French  was  released  trom  the  pastoial  charge  of  Sterling  congregation  Msy  31, 
1894  ;  he  Iims  accepted  a  call  to  Elkhoin  congregation  and  has  beeu  certified  to 
Illinois  Presbytery. 

Mr*.  Lydia  French,  widow  of  Rev.  John  Frei  ch,  is  recommended  for  aid  from 
the  Fund  for  Widows  and  Orphans  <>t  Deceased  .Ministers. 

The  condition  of  Kochester  congregation  is  improved  somewhat,  but  it  still 
needs  the  fostering  cue  of  the  church. 

We  ask  for  the  lime  of  one  and  one-half  laborers  for  the  ensuing  year.  ^°r 
statistical  table  is  submitted.      Respectfully  submitted,  S.  R.  Wallace,  CUrk. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  re|M>rted.  The  letter 
to  the  Svnod  of  .Scotland  wa^  ordered  toJ>e  signed  by  the  officers  of  tb€ 
court  and  forwarded  to  the  Synod  of  Scotland. 

The  Committee  on  Systematic  Beneficence  reported.  The  repot1 
was  received  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 
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Report  of  the  Committee  on  Systematic  Beneficence. 

Systematic  Beneficence  is  a  grace  which  should  be  cultivated.  He 
who  said,  "Believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ"  and,  "Thou  shalt  love 
the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,"  said,  "See  that  ye  abound  in 
this  grace  also." 

We  have  reason  to  be  thankful  that  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church  stands  so  high  with  respect  to  the  exercise  of  this  grace,  yet 
there  is  no  ground  tor  boasting.  Not  all  among  us  have  come  up  to 
the  Scripture  standard.  So  long  as  this  is  the  case  there  is  need 
that  ministers  preach  on  this  subject  and  that  it  should  be  pressed  home 
to  the  hearts  and  consciences  of  men  by  the  authoritative  deliverances 
of  Synod. 

The  first  question  which  confronts  us  is,  What  should  be  the  measure 
of  Christian  beneficence?  That  every  Christian  should  devote  at  least 
one-tenth  of  his  increase  to  the  Lord  is  a  principle  which  Synod  has 
affirmed  many  times  and  needs  re-attirmation.  There  are  reasonable 
grounds  for  the  belief  that  the  law  of  the  tithe,  like  the  law  of  the 
Sabbath,  was  an  original  law.  We  know  it  was  practised  before  Moses. 
Abraham  paid  tithes  to  Melchizedeck  and  evidently  did  so  as  an  act  of 
piety.  Jacob  vowed  that  if  God  would  be  with  him,  according  to 
promise,  that  he  would  surely  give  him  tithes  of  all.  These  are  ap- 
proved examples  and  indicate  a  line  of  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  godly 
in  patriarchal  times.  Is  this  assumption  well  founded,  it  sustains  the 
view  that  the  law  is  an  original  law.  It  is  further  sustained  by  the  fact 
that  all  ancient  nations,  as  archaeologists  tell  us,  paid  tithes.  We  can 
account  for  this  only  on  the  supposition  that  the  law  was  given  to  man 
at  the  dawn  of  history  and  was  handed  down  from  generation  to  gener- 
ation as  a  rule  of  conduct  for  all  men. 

This,  as  all  men  know,  is  among  the  laws  enjoined  on  Israel  at  Mount 
Sinai,  yet  it  was  not  ceremonial  or  typical,  but  alwa}rs  moral.  Subse- 
quent references  to  it  present  reasons  for  its  observance  which  are  of 
r  universal  and  perpetual  force.  In  illustration  of  this  we  may  refer  to 
\  Malachi3:10.  "  Bring  all  the  tithes  into  the  storehouse,  that  there 
f  may  be  meat  in  my  house  and  prove  me  now  herewith,  saith  the  Lord 
of  hosts,  if  I  will  not  open  you  the  windows  of  heaven,  and  pour  you 
out  a  blessing  that  there  shall  not  be  room  enough  to  receive  it/'  Many  in 
New  Testament  times  have  proved  the  truth  of  these  words  b\-  their 
own  experience ;  their  testimonies  are  on  record  for  our  encouragement. 
Jesus  did  not  set  aside  the  law  of  tithes  when  he  said  to  the  scribes 
and  Pharisees,  "Ye  pay  tithe  of  mint,  anise  and  cummin,  and  have 
omitted  the  weightier  matters  of  the  law,  judgment,  mercy  and  faith  ;" 
father  he  re-established  it,  for  he  added,  4i  These  ought  ye  to  have  done, 
*nd  not  to  leave  the  other  undone." 

While  we  urge  the  payment  of  one-tenth  of  our  increase  as  the  least 
we  should  give  to  the  Lord,  we  do  not  teach  that  this  is  the  limit  of 
obligation.  He  who  laid  on  us  the  obligation  to  "  abound  in  faith  and 
utterance  and  knowledge  and  in  all  diligence,"  said,  u  See  that  ye 
abound  in  this  grace  also."  The  duty  of  abounding  in  Christian  liber- 
ty is  enforced  by  the  highest  possible  example,  the  example  of  our 
Saviour.  "  For  ye  know  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that 
though  he  was  rich  yet  for  your  sakes  he  became  poor,  that  ye  through 
his  poverty  might  be  made  rich."     Has  our  dear  Lord  done  so  much 
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for  us,  surely  we  should  count  nothing  we  can  give  or  do,  as  too  much 
to  give  for  him. 

Christian  liberality  is  not  a  passing  emotion  to  be  exercised  only 
under  the  influence  of  a  touching  appeal,  but  one  of  the  permanent 
graces  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  which  is  to  be  brought  into  constant  exercise. 
It  is  a  test  of  the  sincerity  of  our  love.  If  the  love  of  God  does  not 
dwell  in  him  who  shuts  up  his  bowels  of  compassion  from  a  needy 
brother,  (I.  John  3:  17,)  neither  does  it  dwell  in  the  heart  of  him  who 
closes  his  heart  to  the  appeals  made  for  means  to  advance  the  cause  of 
Christ,  or  merely  doles  out  a  moiety  of  his  income. 

Christian  liberality  is  an  act  of  worship.  Our  offerings  should  be 
made  as  to  the  Lurd.  The  Old  Testament  law  was:  "  None  shall  ap- 
pear before  the  Lord  empty.''  Again  the  law  as  found  in  the  Psalms 
is,  "  Bring  an  offering  and  come  into  his  courts."  The  apostle  by  the 
Spirit  said  to  the  Corinthian  Christians,  "  On  the  first  day  of  the  week 
let  every  one  of  you  lay  by  him  in  store  as  the  Lord  hath  prospered 
him.''  Why  on  the  first  day  of  the  week  unless  it  be  an  act  of  worship. 
There  is  a  great  difference  between  presenting  our  offerings  to  the  Loid 
and  the  payment  of  taxes.  The  difference  is  the  same  in  character  as 
between  singing  psalms  in  worship  and  secular  songs;  as  between  the 
proper  observance  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  and  partaking  of  our  daily 
bread.  Since  presenting  our  offerings  is  an  act  of  worship,  it  is  proper 
that  it  be  connected  with  the  services  of  the  Sabbath  and  becoming 
that  it  have  a  place  in  our  worship  every  Lord's  day.  The  presentation 
of  a  weekly  offering  was  required  under  the  Mosaic  ritual  in  the  matter 
of  the  show  bread.  This  was  brought  fresh  into  the  sanctuary  every 
Sabbath  and  was  placed  on  the  table  where  it  remained  until  the  next  j 
Sabbath,  whcn.it  was  given  to  the  priests  as  part  of  their  support  i 
The  command  to  the  Corinthians  ( 1.  Cor.  16:2)  is  an  exact  counter-  * 
part,  and  in  connection  with  the  other  is  a  clear  warrant  for  a  weekly  j 
offering.  Weekly  offerings  are  better  calculated  to  develop  the  grace 
of  liberality  than  annual  or  even  monthly  offerings,  moreover  they  are 
more  likely  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Lord's  cause. 

Christian  liberality  is  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  the  church.  True 
there  are  other  essentials  ;  this  fills  a  very  important  place  ;  without  it 
there  would  be  little  progress.  Houses  of  worship  must  be  erected, 
missionaries  and  ministers  supported  that  the  ordinances  of  grace  may 
be  transmitted  from  age  to  age.  The  absence  of  the  grace  of  liberality 
or  its  feeble  exercise  has  hitherto  crippled  the  energies  of  the  church. 
When  it  has  its  perfect  work  in  every  heart  and  every  life  the  day  of 
the  illumination  of  the  world  will  hasten  on  apace. 

Christian    liberality  is  a  source  of   pleasure.     It  blesses  twice;  it 
blesses  the  giver  and  it  blesses  the  receiver.     The  joy  of  the  former  i* 
not  less  than   that  of  the  latter.     When   King   David  and    all   Israel 
offered  gold  and  silver  and  wood  and  precious  stones  in  abundance,  we 
are  told.  ••  the  people  rejoiced   for  that  they   offered  willingly  to  the 
Lord  ;  and  David,  the  king  rvjoiced  with  much  joy.     So  after  that  the 
church  in  Jerusalem  had  offered  themselves  and  their  possessions  to  the 
Lord,  we  are  told  that  4t  they  did   eat  their  meat  with  gladness  and 
cheerfulness  of  heart,  praising  God.'*     Many  have  proved  by  experience 
the  truth  of  the  woids  of  Jesus,  a  it  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to 


receive." 
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Christian  liberality  has  the  promise,  "  honor  the  Lord  with  thy  sub- 
stance and  with  the  first  fruits  of  all  thine  increase,  so  shall  thy  barns 
be  filled  with  plenty  and  thy  presses  shall  burst  out  with  new  wine.'* 
44 The  liberal  soul  shall  be  made  fat,  and  he.  that  watereth  shall  be 
watered  also  himself."  Such  promises  are  enough  to  excite  the  holy 
ambition  of  the  noblest  ot  men.  The  liberal  soul  has  both  a  present 
and  a  prospective  reward. 

We  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions  : 

1.  Synod  urges  every  member  of  the  church  to  appropriate  at  least 
one-tenth  of  his  income  to  the  Lord,  as  a  matter  of  obligation,  and 
those  who  have  large  means  and  few  dependents  are  urged  to  give  a 
still  larger  proportion  of  their  income  to  promote  the  preaching  of  the 
gospel  in  all  the  world  to  every  creature. 

2.  To  this  end  it  is  proper  and  desirable  that  an  opportunity  be 
given  to  the  people  to  present  their  offerings  every  Lord's  day ;  and 
that  in  accordance  with  the  Scriptures  the  bringing  of  such  offerings 
should  be  performed  as  a  solemn  act  of  worship  to  Almighty  God. 

C.  D.  Trumbull, 
H.  H.  George, 
R.  C.  Allen, 
Joseph  Forsythe, 
S.  S.  Armstrong, 


>  Committee* 


The  Committee  on  Theological  Seminary  and  Education  reported. 
The  report  was  taken  up  item  by  item  for  adoption.  Item  1  was 
adopted.  Item  2*  was  laid  on  the  table  until  next  meeting  of  Synod. 
A  substitute  was  entertained  for  item  3,  with  reference  to  the  College, 
which  was  adopted.  The  report  was  adopted  as  a  whole,  and  is  as 
follows : 

Report  on  Theological  Seminary  and  Education. 

From  the  reports  of  the  Boards  which  have  the  supervision  of  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary  and  College,  your  committee  find  much  reason  for 
thanksgiving  and  encouragement. 

Tbe  Theological  Seminary  under  its  present  operation  and  control 
deservedly  enjoys  the  confidence  of  the  whole  church.  This  is  shown 
in  the  hearty  support  furnished  in  generous  bequests  and  liberal  con- 
tributions. It  is  also  seen  in  the  number  and  character  of  the  students 
^attendance.  To  the  end  that  a  larger  number  of  these  self-consecra- 
ted young  men  should  give  themselves  to  the  work  of  the  holy  ministry, 
pastors  and  parents  should  prayerfully  labor  to  incline  the  minds  and 
hearts  of  the  gifted  sons  of  the  church  towards  this  high  calling. 

In  the  conscientious  and  thorough  work  of  the  professors  and 
students  we  have  the  assurance  that  the  coming  ministry  of  our  church 
*ill  be  well  equipped  so  far  as  this  can  be  secured  by  the  Seminary 
curriculum. 

We  recommend 

1.  That  Rev.  Dr.  McAllister  and  elder  Walter  T.  Miller  be  re-elected 
as  members  of  the  Board. 

*2.    That  there  be  no   change  in  the  term  of  study  in  the  Seminary. 
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GENEVA   COLLEGE. 

Tbe  year  just  closed  has  been  one  of  marked  success  in  the  College. 
There  has  been  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  students.  The  past 
high  standard  of  scholarship  has  been  more  than  maintained.  The 
spiritual  life  of  the  institution  has  been  more  healthy  and  vigorous— 
with  a  full  staff  of  well  qualified  and  devoted  professors,  with  the 
greatly  improved  financial  condition  of  the  College,  with  the  training 
of  young  men  for  the  Theological  Seminary  as  a  prominent  and  avowed 
aim  of  its  management,  we  may  confidently  regard  this  institution  as 
a  perennial  spring  of  rich  and  refreshing  blessing  to  our  church.  'i 

We  recommend ;  j 

1.  That  John  T.  Morton  be  elected  his  own  successor  as  Synodical    | 
member  of  the  Board  of  Corporators. 

2.  That  Synod  authorize  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  College  to 
take  the  necessary  steps  to  secure  a  charter  containing  the  same  pro- 
visions as  the  present  one,  from  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania. 

3.  That  the  Faculty  be  asked  to  guard  the  College  against  too  much 
interest  in  athletics,  as  in  too  many  schools  undue  prominence  is  give 
to  games  that  take  students  from  their  proper  college  work,  and  that 
also  these  have  in  them  the  elements  of  danger. 

A,  J.  McFarland, 
J.  R.  Wylie, 
T.  C.  Sproull, 
T.  J.  Blackwood, 
Robert  McNeill, 


Committee. 


Report  of  Seminary  Board, 

The  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theological  Seminary  respectfully  report : 

The  closing  exercises  were  held  on  March  20  and  21,  1894.  All  the  members 
were  present  except  elder  Boyd,  who,  much  to  his  i egret,  was  unable  to  attend 
the  nr.ee ting. 

The  reports  of  the  professors,  containing  a  detailed  account  of  the  work  done 
during  the  year,  have  been  published  for  the  information  of  the  church. 

The  following  students  were  in  attendance  :  Fourth  year — George  Alexander 
Edgar,  Henry  George  Foster,  Andrew  Irwin  Robb.  Third  year — John  Brown 
Mclsaac,  James  Gray  Reed.  Second  year — Robert  Morrison  Blackwood,  John 
Blair  Gilmore,  Andrew  Mclntyre  George,  Andrew  James  McFarland.  Firti 
year — Thomas  Melville  Slater. 

"The  students  were  present  the  first  day  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  George, 
who  came  on  the  25th  of  September,  and  of  Mr.  Mclsaac,  who  came  on  the  28th 
of  November.  He  had  been  ill  with  typhoid  fever.  Mr.  Reed  was  at  his  horn* 
in  Ohio  for  nearly  two  weeks  in  November  owing  to  sickness,  and  Mr.  Black- 
wood was  out  a  few  days  for  the  same  reason.  The  others  were  well  and  the 
attendance  has  been  good  " 

The  usual  examinations,  oral  and  written,  were  held,  and  with  the  discourses 
were  heartily  sustained. 

Mr.  Burleigh,  professor  in  the  Allegheny  High  School,  gave  instruction  to  the 
students  in  elocution. 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  professors  in  their  joint  report 
a  "minute  with  reference  to  the  matter  of  the  importance  of  the  work  of  the 
ministry"  was  prepared  and  published. 

Diplomas  were  given  to  the  three  students  of  the  fourth  year,  and  certificate! 
to  the  two  of  the  third  year  as  candidates  for  licensure. 

Dr.  Sommerville  presented  to  the  Board  to  be  hung  in  the  Seminary  building 
a  picture  of  all  the  foreign  missionaries  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church 
in  America  from  the  inception  of  the  missionary  enterprise  in  1856  to  the  cloae 
of  1893.     The  gift  was  accepted  with  thanks. 
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The  financial  condition  of  the  Seminary  is  very  satisfactory  : 

A  balance  wm  reported  to  last  Synod  of. $   841  70 

The  receipts  for  the  year  were 4,467  88 

Making  a  total  of $5, 309  C8 

The  total  expenditures  were 4,189  62 

Balance. $1,119  46 

If  the  church  realizes  the  same  amount  from  the  investments  next  year  as  it 
did  the  present  year,  there  will  be  $4,369  24  to  meet  expenses,  or  |249.78  more 
than  needed  if  the  expenses  be  not  increased.  As  the  liequest  of  the  late  David 
Gregg  is  now  a  source  of  income,  a  sum  of  not  less  than  $41 0  will  be  realized 
from  this  source  for  Seminary  purposes  this  year.  In  view  of  this  encouragiug 
btatemenf,  we  ask  for  but  $1,000  for  this  fund  for  the  present  year. 

With  reference  to  the  question  "of  a  change  of  time  in  the  term  of  study 
in  the  Theological  Seminary  "  we  have  no  recommendation  to  make.  The  Boaid 
piefer  that  Synod  act  direct  on  this  matter 

The  terms  of  Rev.  Dr.  McAllister  mid  elder  Walter  T.  Miller  have  expired. 
Their  successors  should  be  elected  at  this  meeting. 

T.  P.  Stevenson,  Chairman. 
J.  W.  Sproull,  Secretary. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Corporator*  of  Geneva  College. 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  : 

It  is  with  much  gratification  that  the  Board  of  Corporators  of  Geneva  College 
transmits  to  Synod  the  annual  report  of  its  Board  of  Trustees  setting  forth  the 
present  prosperous  condition  of  the  College. 

The  improved  state  of  the  finances  ;  the  elevation  of  the  standard  of  scholhr- 
ship;  the  large  increase  in  the  number  of  students  :  and  the  marked  advance  in 
the  spiritual  life  of  the  institution,  furnish  substantial  grounds  of  congratula- 
tion to  the  church,  and  for  profound  thanksgiving  to  God. 

We  would  call  the  attention  of  Synod  to  the  fact  that  the  College  received  but 
a  small  proportion  of  the  appropriation  made  last  year,  and  that  its  claims  need 
to  be  pressed  upon  the  attention  of  the  church. 

The  Board  of  Corporators  heartily  eudoises  the  request  made  for  the  coming 
year,  and  bespeaks  for  the  College  the  continued  and  increased  patronage  of  our 
people. 

The  College  charter  was  obtained  under  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania,  from  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  Beaver  county.  By  a  recent 
enactment  those  holding  diplomas  from  institutions  chartered  by  the  legislative 
have  special  advantages.  The  Board  of  Corporators  recommend  that  Synod 
•luihorize  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  College  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  se- 
cure a  charter  containing  the  same  provisions  as  the  present  one  from  the  legis- 
lature of  Pennsylvania. 

The  time  for  which  Mr.  John  T.  Morton  was  chosen  synodical  member  of  the 
Board  of  Corporators  expires  at  this  meeting  and  his  successor  should  be  elected. 

Kcspectfully  submitted, 

T.  1*.  Stevknson,  Presiiltnt. 
K.  J.  Geojige,  Secretary. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Trusters  of  (J<invn  Colli rye. 

To  the  Board  of  Corporators  of  Geneva  College  : 
The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Geneva  College  respectfully  report : 
During  the  college  year  now  closed  Geneva  College  has  enjoyed  a  high  degree 
of  prosperity.     The  college  opened  on  September  5th.-    The  members  of  the 
faculty    as  reported  to  you  one  year  ago,  all  entered  upon  the  work  in  their  sev- 
eral departments,  and  were  permitted  to  prosecute  the  same  without  interrup- 
tion until  the  close  of  the  year.     We  arc  pleased  to  report  that  the  president  of 
the  college  and  his  co- laborers  have  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  students  to  a 
very  marked  degree.     Faithful  work  has  been  done   on  the  part  of  instructors 
and  students.    The  faculty,  with  the  hearty  concurrence  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
labors  to  advance  the  standard  of  education  in  the  college  so  as  to  keep  pace 

19 
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with  the  educational  movements  of  the  day.  A  wise  and  careful  system  of  grid- 
ing is  observed.  Professors  compare  notes,  the  standing  of  all  students  is  ob- 
served. If  students  fail  in  attention  to  study,  they  are  kindly  urged  'o  increased 
diligence,  which  usually  secures  the  desired  end  ;  but  in  case  this  kindly  admoni- 
tion fails  in  securing  better  standing  in  class,  the  name  of  the  student  is  quietly 
dropped  from  the  roll. 

We  are  here  pleased  to  note  among  other  evidences  of  the  high  literary  stand- 
ing of  the  col'ege,  Mr.  W.  H.  Cox,  of  the  class  of  1893,  entered  Yale  College 
Law  School,  and  the  same  fall  was  chosen  one  of  the  three  representatives  of  the 
law  school  to  take  part  in  the  debate  with  the  three  representatives  of  Harvard 
Law  School.  Also,  that  Mr.  Wesley  Murlatt,  of  class  of  1892,  in  fall  of  1898 
entered  law  school  of  Michigan  University.  He  was  chose u  to  represent  the 
University  in  the  annual  contest  with  the  Northwestern  University,  of  Chicago. 

Through  the  efiorts  of  President  Johnston  the  musical  department  has  been 
reorganized  and  greatly  improved  Miss  Frances  Waddle,  A.  M  ,  New  England 
Conservatory  of  Music,  was  secured  as  director.  She  gives  instructions  on  the 
piano.  She  is  ably  assisted  by  Miss  Edith  T.  Winn,  Boston  Conservatory  of 
Music,  who  affords  instruction  on  stringed  instruments,  while  Prof.  Morrii 
Stephens,  Loudon  School  of  Music,  England,  gives  lessons  ou  voice  culture. 

Advancement  has  also  been  made  by  securing  the  services  of  Miss  Frances  A. 
Heath,  of  the  Emerson  College  of  Oratory,  who  has  charge  of  the  department  of 
oratory.  These  two  departments  have  been  of  great  benefit  to  the  college  with* 
out  incurring  extra  expense  upon  the  Board  ;  these  alone  have  brought  85 
students  under  the  influence  of  the  college. 

The  number  of  students  in  the  collegiate  department  for  the  year  was  165. 
These  with  the  studenis  just  enumerated  in  the  musical  aud  elocutionary  depart- 
ments make  a  total  of  245  students  that  received  instruction  in  Geneva  during 
the  year  ;  91  more  students  than  have  atteuded  college  any  preceding  year.  The 
faculty  report  the  deportment  of  students  good,  and  work  in  class  room  of  high 
onlnr. 

The  graduating  class  numbers  twenty  ;  of  these  seven  have  completed  the 
prescribed  course  in  the  classical  department,  thirteen  have  completed  their 
studies  in  the  scientific  department  of  the  college.  Eleven  are  ladies,  nine  gen- 
tlemen ;  of  the  latter  four  are  members  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church. 
Three  of  these  hope  to  enter  the  Theological  Seminary. 

We  point  with  satisfaction  to  the  increased  spirituality  in  the  college.  Students' 
prayer-meeting,  in  operation  for  a  number  of  years,  is  well  attended.  The 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  and  Ladies1  Christian  Association -have  been 
maintained  throughout  the  year,  and  are  bearing  fruit  to  the  glory  of  God  and 
the  good  of  the  students. 

There  are  three  mission  Sabbath  Schools  at  some  distance  from  the  college  and 
in  needy  places  in  which  students  take  an  active  part  as  teachers,  and  the  pro- 
fessors frequently  preach  the  gospel.  A  new  interest  has  been  aroused  in  ink- 
sinn  work.  Representatives  of  the  "Students*  Volunteer  Foreign  Missionary " 
enterprise  have  visited  the  college  and  in  response  to  ap]>ealsa  number  of  students 
have  devoted  themselves,  if  the  Lord  opens  the  way,  to  the  foreign  field.  Your 
Hoard  is  much  encouraged  by  this  growth  in  spirituality  among  the  students. 
We  are  satisfied  that  vital  godliness  lies  at  the  basis  of  all  true  education. 
Young  ladies  aud  gentlemen  that  live  near  to  Christ  in  their  college  days  will 
prove  a  blessing  to  the  church  in  their  after  life,  and  if  spared  to  old  age 
will  wear  the  crown  of  glory  that  belongs  to  the  hoary  head  if  louud  iu  the  way 
of  righteousness.  The  grand  but  difficult  work  of  the  Covenanter  Church  lay* 
emphasis  to  the  importance  of  the  Spirit's  prayer,  "  That  our  sons  may  be iM 
plants  grown  up  iu  their  youth  ;  that  oui  daughters  may  be  as  cornerstones  pol- 
ished alter  the  similitude  of  a  palace.*'  A  religious  environment  for  the  student 
is  essential  to  the  high  aim  and  motto  of  our  college  When  students  outsid* 
the  pale  of  our  church  receiving  instruction  in  this  college  behold  their  instruc- 
tors living  near  to  Christ,  and  see  the  influence  of  the  Spirit  of  God  among  the 
students,  then  will  they  realize  the  importance  of  the  church's  mission,  namely 
lo  bring  the  nation  into  submission  to  Christ. 

The  librarian  of  the  college  reports  lenewed  interest  in  the  library.  Mitftf 
books  have  been  purchased  during  the  year.  Books  of  value  have  been  donate0* 
by   Dr.  Charles  Dudley    Warner,  by  the  Coles  family,  and  by  Dr.   McAllister* 
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re  are  1,516  volumes  catalogued  ;  beside  250  volumes  of  reports,  and  other 
lments  from  the  departments  at  Washington  of  much  value  in  special  lines 
tudy.  While  we  are  much  encouraged  by  the  library  now  in  the  posses - 
of  the  college,  yet  there  are  many  volumes  of  great  worth  to  the  students  that 
Dot  yet  in  the  library,  and  while  it  remains  true  of  making  books  there  is  no 

the  volumes  of  the  library  will  need  to  be  increased.  We  ask  for  a  full 
e  of  the  appropriation  for  the  library  for  the  coming  year, 
inances  :  The  aim  of  the  Board  has  beeu  to  secure  men  thoroughly  com- 
et to  fill  the  departmeuts  for  which  they  are  chosen.  Many  of  the  professors 
5  pursued  post  graduate  courses  in  the  best  colleges  iu  our  country.  We 
s?e  the  faculty  of  Geneva  will  compare  favorably  with  the  faculties  of  the 
ing  colleges  in  this  part  of  the  country.  To  obtain  the  services  of  such  men 
nust  offer  at  least  moderate  salaries.  The  salaries  paid  are  as  low  as  possi- 
ind  yet  secure  men  sufficiently  equipped  for  their  work.  It  has  been  our 
to  keep  the  expenses  of  the  institution  within  its  inconv. .  There  has  been, 
ever,  a  debt  of  long  stauding  List  year  Synod  ordered  a  collection  of 
CO  to  liquidate  this  debt,  but,  a  little  over  f  300  was  realized.  We  are,  how- 
*,  able  to  report  the  overdraft  much  reduced.  The  outlook  for  the  college 
ivorable  ;  each  year  the  number  of  students  increases.  We  believe  we  have 
:hed  the  point  when  the  eudowment  iucome  with  the  patronage  of  the  col- 
!  will  sustain  it.  We  have  to  report  a  debt  on  the  college  building  since  the 
a  of  its  erection.  We  ask  Synod  that  a  collection  of  $1,500  be  ordered  that 
debt  may  be  liquidated. 

7e  report  the  following  changes :  Mr.  T.  David  McCloskey,  a  first  honor 
duate  of  the  class  of  1893,  favorably  known  by  the  professors  of  the  college, 

been  placed  in  charge  of  the  academic  department.  Prof.  C.  C.  Bemies 
bing  to  pursue  theological  studies,  tendered  his  resignation  of  the  athletic 
artroent.  The  Board  in  accepting  this  resignation  lecoguized  the  great  worth 
Prof.  Bemies  both  in  drawing  students  to  the  institution  and  in  developing 
manly  qualities  both  of  soul  and  body  after  they  enter.  The  charge  of  this 
artment  was  assigned  to  Prof.  McCloskey  who  is  proficient  in  this  work. 
s  Grace  P.  Morehead,  a  graduate  of  Geneva  College,  and  who  has  renaered 
iient  service  as  an  instructor  in  the  college  in  the  past,  was  chosen  to  the  de- 
tmeut  of  German.  After  two  vears  of  trial  the  Board  elected  Prof.  J.  M. 
enian  to  the  permanent  chair  cf  political  science.  Previous  reports  have  men- 
led  his  qualifications  for  this  most  important  chair.  The  Board  well  remem- 
s  that  the  appeal  lor  an  endowment  that  first  touched  the  hearts  of  the 
dthy  men  of  our  church  was  a  chair  where  Christian  political  philosophy 
I  be  taught.  It  is  our  hope  that  Mr.  Coleman  will  by  the  blessing  of  God 
ible  to  so  instruct  the  students  of  the  college  than  an  influence  shall  go  forth 
n  Geneva  hastening  the  coming  day  when  "there  shall  be  heard  great 
&8  in  heaven  saying,  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  have  become  the  kingdoms 
mr  Lord  and  of  His  Christ. "        Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  K.  Wylie,  Secretary. 

flie  complaint  of  James  Reid  was  taken  up.  Mr.  Reid  was  allowed 
e  minutes  to  present  his  case.  The  ease  was  referred  to  Illinois 
esbytery. 

Item  12   of  the   report  of  the  Committee  on   Unfinished  Business 
*  taken   from  the  table.     Two   reports  were  presented,  a  majority 
1  a  minority  report.     The  reports  were  returned  to  the  committee 
1  the  committee  was  continued  to  report  next  year. 
The  following  paper  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  1.     That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  report  at  next  meet- 
;of  Synod  on  the  expediency  of  establishing   a   weekly  paper  under 
control  of  this  Synod. 

I  If  the  committee  decide  that  it  is  expedient  to  publish  such  a 
per,  the  committee  shall  report  a  plan  for  its  establishment  and  imm- 
anent. 
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J.  McCracken,  D.  S.  Faris  and  John   Hunter  were  appointed  the 
committee  contemplated  in  the  above  resolution. 
The  fol' owing  resolutions  were  adopted : 

Resolutions  on  Laws  affecting  the  Family. 

Inasmuch  as  nineteen  States  of  the  American  Union  have  appointed 
Commissioners  to  act  together  in  preparing  a  uniform  code  of  laws 
affecting  the  Family,  and  the  remaining  States  will  also  appoint  Com- 
missioners for  this  purpose,  therefore 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  renews  its  testimony  against  our  corrupt 
marriage  and  divorce  laws,  as  open  rebellion  against  the  authority  and 
laws  of  Jesus  Christ  and  a  flagrant  contradiction  of  the  claim  that  this 
is  a  Christian  nation. 

Resolved,  That  the  officers  of  this  Synod  be  requested  to  address 
communications  to  the  Commissioners  of  all  the  States  in  which  con- 
gregations of  this  church  are  located,  asking  that  the  code  which  they 
are  preparing  be  conformed  to  the  moral  laws  of  the  Christian  religion; 
and  that  our  ministers  and  members  be  requested  to  write  to  the  Com- 
missioners from  their  own  States  to  the  same  effect. 

It  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Synod  be  cordially  given  to  the  Rail- 
roads for  generous  reduction  in  fares ;  to  the  committee  which  had  this 
matter  in  charge ;  to  Synod's  reporters  and  the  press  of  this  city  for 
the  full  and  unusually  excellent  account  of  the  proceedings ;  to  the 
churches  of  Philadelphia  for  their  generous  hospitality,  Christian  fellow- 
ship and  kind  welcome. 

Item  No.  11  of  the  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business  was  taken 
up.  The  committee  was  continued  to  attend  to  the  matter  as  soon  a> 
possible. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business  was  adopted 
as  a  whole,  and  is  as  follows: 

Report  of  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business. 

The  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business  would  respectfully  report  the 
folio  win  jr  items  : 

Item  1.  Committee  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  other  churches  m 
obtaining  a  uniform  version  of  the  Psalms.  (R.  P.  &  G\  page  103, 
Our  Banner,  page  220  ) 

.    Item  2.     Board  of  Trustees  to   report  on  propriety  of  lu.ving  mh> 
isters'  lives  insured.     (R.  P.  <i)  6r.,  page  209.      Our  Manner,  page  221.) 

Item  3.  Clerk  to  write  a  letter  of  sympathy  to  Rev.  A.  McFarland- 
{R.  P.  <£  6'..  page  110.     Our  Banner,  page  222.) 

Item  4.  Committee  on  publication  of  Psalter  to  report.  (R.  P.  & 
G\,  page  110.      Our  Banner,  page  222.) 

Item  5.  H.  II.  George  to  continue  the  etfort  to  have  instruction  oi> 
Sabbath  introduced  into  the  text  hooks  of  our  country.  (R.  P.  rfe  C-» 
page,  210.      Our  Banner,  page  222.) 

Item  6.  Pittsburgh  Presbytery  to  ordain  Robert  J.  Mclsaac.  (JL 
P.  <£  C,  page  213.     Our  Banner,  page  225.) 
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Item  7.    The  Committee  on  Psalmody  to  prepare  a  convenient  selec- 

>d  of  Psalms  from  our  new  version  for  the  use  of  Sabbath  Schools. 

I  P.  &  C.y  page  235.     Our  Banner,  page  247.) 

Item  8.    The  Committee  on  Sabbath  Schools  to  prepare  blanks  for 

e  use  of  superintendents  and  clerks  of  sessions,  so  that  full  statistical 

ports  ma}'  he  secured.     (B.  P.  &  C,  237.     Our  Banner,  page  249.) 

Item  9.     The  new  Presbytery  of  Colorado  to  be  constituted  at  Den- 

r  the  last  Tuesday  of  July,  1893.      (/?.  P.  db   C,  page  243.      Our 

inner,  page  255. 

Item  10.    Committee  to  prepare  placards  of  church  schemes  to  be 

nt  to  each  congregation  of  the  church.     B.  P.  &  C,  page  268.     Our 

inner,  page  280.) 

Item  1 1 .     Officers   of    Synod   to   prepare   an   appeal   to   Congress 

manding  the  repeal  of  unjust  anti-Chinese  laws.      (B.  P.  &  C,  page 

9.    Our  Banner ,  page  281.) 

Item  12.     Committee  to  report  on  plan  of  federation  of  the  Re- 

rraed  Churches.     (B.  P.  &  C,  page  277.     Our  Banner,  page  289.) 

Item  13.     Clerk  to  notify  Rev.  R.  M.  Patterson  on  plan  of  federa- 

m.    (R.  P.&  C.j  page  277.     Our  Banner,  page  289.) 

Item  14.     The   Seminary   faculty   to    secure   evangelistic   work,   if 

ssible.  for  unlicensed  students  during  the  summer  vacation.     (B.  P. 

ft,  page  282.     Our  Banner,  page  294.) 

Item   15.     Committee  on  representative  gathering  of  Covenanters 

Scotland.     (B.  P.  &  C,  283.) 

Item  16.     The  minutes  of  1893  are  correct  as  printed  except  that 

inute  on  page  250,  B.  P.  &  (7.,  line  20  and  page  262  Our  Banner,  is 

>t  sufficiently  clear.      Add  after  the  woid  "Discipline"  the  words 

relating  to  voting  on  amend menta." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  D.  Trumbull,)       Of  the 
F.  M.  Foster,       \  Committee. 
It  was 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  be  requested  to  open  correspondence  in 
-balf  of  our  unsettled  ministers  with  any  railroads  which  discriminate 
gainst  them  in  the  granting  of  clerical  orders  for  reduction  of  fares. 

T.  H.  Acheson  was  appointed  the  moderator's  alternate  to  preach 
ie  opening  §ermon  at  the  next  meeting  of  Synod. 
The  minutes  of  the  day's  proceedings  were  read,  amended   and 
Jopted. 

Synod  adjourned  by  prayer  by  D.  Metlieny,  to  meet  in  Denver, 
dorado,  Thursday,  June  6,  1895,  2.  p.  m.,  singing  Psalm  133  and 
ta  benediction.  J.  C.  McFeeters,  Moderator. 

C.  D.  Trumbull,  Clerk. 
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APPENDIX. 


Report  of  the  Syrian  Mission. 

Lata  kit  eh,  March  13,  1 
To  Board  of  Foreign  Mmions: 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren  :  Through  the  mercy  of  our  coven au 
we  are  spared  to  lay  before  you  another  annual  statement  of  the  progres 
condition  of  mission  work  in  this  Meld.  You  will  remember  that  at  the  ti 
our  last  report,  Rev.  J.  B.  Dodds  and  wife  were  already  in  Latakiyeh.  I 
the  month  of  May  they  removed  to  Suadia,  whither  they  were  follow 
November  by  the  family  of  Dr.  W.  M.  Moore. 

Miss  Lizzie  McNaughton  was  also  added  to  the  force  of  workers  In  Lata 
Dr.  Balph  was  called  to  part  with  his  children  and  accompanied  them  as 
Liverpool,  on  their  way  to  the  United  States,  to  be  cared  for  and  educated 
family  of  Rev.  J.  S.  Stewart  was  called  to  mourning  by  the  death  ot  their  i 
son  Alvin,  aged  nearly  four  years. 

We  need  not  try  to  conceal  the  fact  that  there  have  been  many  discoi 
ments.  Not  a  single  school  remains  open  among  the  Ansairia.  In  many 
villages  where  our  schools  were  situated  the  study  of  the  Koran  has  take 
place  of  the  study  of  the  Bible  and  catechisms.  In  Suadia  the  Ansairia  ch 
were  ordered  to  withdraw  fiom  our  schools,  which  they  did,  although  sc 
them  afterwards  returned.  We  feared  that  the  same  order  would  be  gn 
Latakiyeh,  but  are  glad  to  report  that  such  has  not  been  the  case.  Wene 
repeat  the  story  of  the  imprisonment  of  our  teachers  and  our  anxiety  wi 
gard  to  them  and  their  families.  It  is  true  that  none  of  them  suffered  verj 
hardships,  but  only  the  Master  knew  the  end  from  the  beginning* 

During  the  first  half  of  the  year  our  native  brethren  in  the  mountain: 
afraid  to  have  us  visit  them  in  their  houses  or  hold  religious  services  among 
lest  they  should  be  suspected  of  being  in  our  employ  and  teaching  secretly 

The  mission  property  in  Eldaney  is  in  ruins,  because  no  family  da 
occupy  the  buildings  for  us  and  care  for  them.  We  are  trying  to  brii 
offending  parties  to  justice  and  also  to  secure  the  restoration  of  the  buildi: 
their  former  condition. 

The  Plymouth  heresy  has  shaken  the  loyalty  of  many  of  our  meml 
Gunaimia  ;  but  we  hope  by  sound  teaching  and  faithful  dealing  to  retain 
if  not  all  of  them  in  the  church.  They  were  afraid  to  meet  for  comm 
services  during  the  early  part  of  the  year,  aud  then  they  were  found  to 
divided  and  unsettled  that  it  was  though  best  to  postpone  the  communio 
longer.    Only  two  communions  have  been  held  this  year  ;  one  at  Lataki; 
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which  there  were  two  accessions,  and  the  other  at  Suadia.  Fourteen  native 
children  hare  been  baptized.  There  has  been  pieaching  every  Sabbath  in  Lata- 
kiyeh and  Suadia,  and  occasionally  iu  the  other  preaching  statious. 

Of  the  five  licentiates,  one  has  been  unemployed  ;  three  engaged  regularly  in 
teaching ;  and  but  one  in  visiting  the  stations  and  preaching  regularly. 

The  evangelist  in  Suadia  has  of  late  given  al>out  half  his  time  to  teaching  the 
missionaries.  Three  men  who  were  formerly  teachers  are  retained  in  their 
places  to  conduct  the  Sabbath  meeting  and  do  whatever  gospel  work  seems 
possible.  Two  others  were  employed  for  about  three  months  in  the  summer  as 
Bible  readers,  but  were  discontinued  because  we  could  not  oversee  their  work 
oor  report  it  as  satisfactory. 

The  Latakiyeh  colporteur  reports  the  sale  of  82  Bibles  ;  19  copies  of  New 
Testament ;  13  copies  of  the  Four  Go#i>els  and  Acts  ;  80  copies  of  the  Gospel  by 
Matthew. 

Much  of  the  time  of  the  missionaries  during  the  summer  vacation  was  taken 
up  with  building  operations  in  both  Suadia  and  Latakiyeh,  and  although  there 
was  much  opposition,  everything  that  was  undertaken  in  this  line,  was  carried 
through  successfully,  through  the  good  hand  of  our  G<;d  upon  us. 

Taking  it  all  in  all  the  year  has  been  not  only  a  peculiarly  trying  one,  but  also 
an  extremely  busy  cne  for  the  missionaries.  No  one  has  been  idle,  and  yet  ou 
every  band  lies  work  that  we  can  not  possibly  rind  time  to  accomplish.  We 
have  enjoyed  helpful  visits  from  Miss  Sarah  Lynd  of  the  D.unacus  Presbyterian 
Mission,  Rev.  Nelson,  and  Dr.  Harris,  of  the  Tripoli  field,  and  last,  but  not  least 
from  Rev.  G.  D.  Matthews,  D.  D.,  general  secretary  of  the  Presbyterian  Alliance, 
in  company  with  his  daughter,  travelling  in  the  interests  of  foreign  mission 
work.  Dr.  Matthews  could  not  have  entered  more  heartily  into  our  plans  and 
oor  trials  had  he  been  a  member  of  our  own  Board.  Both  he  and  his  daughter 
ha?e  found  a  very  warm  place  in  our  hearts. 

We  desire  here  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  €10  sterling  from  the  Bible 
Lands  Missions'  Aid  Society,  for  the  general  work. 

it   is    well    known    that    the    Boys'   School,  of    Latakiyeh  has   heretofore 

had  no  permanent  location.    An  important  step  has  been  gained  in  the  erection 

of  a  building  intended  to  be  the  home  of  this  school  and  of  the  missionary  family 

in  charge.    The  dwelling  has  been  occupied  since  November,  1892,  but  the  school 

part  was  not  ready  until  October  1st,  1893      There  was  fear  lest  we  should  not 

be  permitted  to  use  the  building  for  school  purposes,  but  God  who  puts  down 

one  ruler  and  sets  another  up,  graciously  prepared  the  way  for  us,  and  the 

school  entered  its  new  quarters  October  2,  and  has  not  since  suffered  the  slightest 

molestation.    The  boarding  and  day  schools  were  united  similarly  to  those  of 

the  girls.    There  are  at  present  37  boarders,  all  the  dormitory  will  accommodate 

and  85  day  pupils.     Two  of  the  hoarding  boys  made  a  public  profession  at  our 

last  communion. 

One  room  of  the  school  is  fitted  up  as  a  reading  room  and  library.  It  is  open  to 
all  young  men,  but  specially  intended  for  the  advanced  pupils,  and  our  own  young 
people  who  have  a  few  books  and  few  opportunities  for  spending  their  evenings 
profitably.  The  use  so  far  made  of  the  room  has  been  quite  encouraging.  There 
is  very  little  demand  for  English  books,  perhaps  more  for  French,  but  chiefly 
Arabic.  More  than  200  volumes  are  already  on  the  shelves,  while  on  the  table 
are  to  be  found  two  large  Bibles,  a  variety  of  weekly  papers,  and  a  monthly 
scientific  journal.  By  way  of  variety,  cottee  is  sometimes  served  free  of  charge. 
The  Librarian  is  one  of  the  teachers  employed  in  the  school. 
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The  money  to  furnish  this  room  has  been  gathered  from  private  sources. 
Special  mention  should  be  made  of  the  contributions  of  a  few  of  our  native 
teachers,  Dr.  Matthews,  Mrs.  Hugh  O'Neill  aud  Miss  Wylie,  on  behalf  of  ber 
brother  Rev.  J.  H.  Wylie,  deceased. 

The  Latakiyeh  Girls*  School  continues  under  the  superintendence  of  Miss 
Wylie,  assisted  by  Misses  Edgar  and  McNaughton.  A  new  room  was  added  to 
the  building  during  the  summer  to  be  used  as  a  sick  room,  and  is  a  very,  great 
convenience.     The  number  of  boarders  this  year  is  57,  and  of  day  pupils  40. 

Outside  of  Latakiyeh  and  Suadia  the  only  other  schools  now  open  are  that  of 
Metn,  for  boys  and  girls,  and  of  Tartous,  aud  of  Soda  for  boys. 

The  medical  work  in  Latakiyeh  has  been  conducted  as  formerly. 

Regular  clinics  have  been  held  flora  two  to  three  times  a  week,  at  all  of  which 
religious  services  have  been  held.  The  number  of  visits  made  was  425.  The 
number  of  prescriptions  filled  8,400.  The  amount  of  cash  received  for  medicines 
4,557  piasters,  including  134  piasters  reported  by  Dr.  Moore,  as  received  for 
medical  work,  and  equal  to  about  $162.75. 

The  average  attendance  at  cliuics  was  40. 

Report  of  Tarsus  Mission. 

Mer8ine,  Turkey,  April  20,  1894. 
To  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  : 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren  :  We  record  with  gratitude  to  God  that  while 
he  has  chastened  us  all  with  sickness  during,  the  year,  not  eveu  the  children 
being  exempt  from  it,  we  are  not  only  all  alive  to  praise  him  now  at  its  close, 
but  are  all  in  a  tolerable  degree  of  health,  and  able  to  do  our  work. 

Doctor  Metheny  and  Miss  Sterrett  are  now  on  their  way  home  to  America. 
Tney  will  be  absent  from  us  a  few  months.  It  was  providentially  arranged  that 
they  should  have  as  travelling  companions,  as  far  as  Great  Britain,  those  two 
heroic  veteran  missionaries,  Rev.  James  Martin,  M.  D.,  and  his  wife,  of  Antioch- 
This  will  be  pleasant  for  them  all. 

We  have  had  two  brief  visits  during  the  year  from  James  Balpb,  M.  D.,  of 
Latakiyeh.  Dr.  Moore  and  his  family  and  Miss  McNaughtou,  the  new  mission- 
aries for  Suadia  and  Latakiyeh,  made  us  a  brief  visit  also  as  they  were  en  route 
for  their  respective  stations.  We  were  all  exceedingly  glad  to  become  acquaint- 
ed with  them. 

H.  J.  Dodds,  having  gone  to  Antioch  to  assist  Dr.  Martin  at  a  communion, 
extended  his  trip  as  far  as  Suadia  and  was  delighted  to  find  the  work  prosperous 
there,  and  the  new  missionaries  working,  not  only  with  zeal  and  earnestness 
but  with  wisdom  and  sagacity,  as  it  appeared  to  him. 

During  the  year  we  have  administered  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supptf 
once  before  a  large  congregation  of  interested  spectators.  At  that  time  we  re- 
ceived into  church  membership  eleven  new  members,  one  of  whom,  an  adult 
from  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  we  baptized.  During  the  summer  time  w« 
received  into  church  membership  a  Fellaha,  a  girl  trained  in  the  boarding  school 
and  baptized  her.  Having  been  previously  known  as  Sophia  she  took  the  nam* 
Miriam  at  her  baptism.  Besides  these  two  adults  we  baptized  six  infant0 
during  the  year. 

The  Turkish  government  appears  determined  to  hasten  a  crisis  in  missionary 
Affairs  within  this  realm,  and  it  would  appear  that  our  work  has  been  selected  by 
them  as  the  first  citadel  to  be  destroyed  in  their  campaign.    The  presence  of  ft 
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iw   United    States  minister,   as  yet  unacquainted  with  Turkish  craft  and 
iplicity,  appears  to  be  looked  upon  by  them  as  favorable  for  the  accomplish- 
not  of  their  purposes. 
Two  things  were  attempted  by  the  government  to  bring  matters  to  au  issue  : 

1.  That  we  give  up  the  Fellaheen  and  Muslims  uow  in  our  school. 

2.  And  bind  ourselves  to  hereafter  exclude  all  such  from  our  schools. 

Both  these  demands  being  contrary  to  treaty  stipulations,  we  respectfully  de- 
ned  to  comply  with  them,  and  we  hope,  with  God's  graciuus  help,  to  insist 
on  our  rights  tieing  recognized  uutil  the  light  diwns  upon  the  oppressed  subjects 
this  dark  empire.  The  story  as  I  have  told  it  to  you  is  brief,  but  God  only 
iows  what  it  has  cost  us  in  trouble  and  deep  anxiety.  On  him  we  cast  our 
irden. 

Iu  Adaua  we  have  continued  the  services  of  a  faithful  evangelist.  His  work 
£  been  among  all  sects  as  God  gives  opportunity  to  make  the  gospel  kuown, 
it  strange  to  say  he  is  most  kiudly  received  and  most  attentively  heard  by  the 
illabeen.  One  Fellabti,  of  Adana,  a  young  mau  whose  brother  is  a  self -con- 
futed and  self- paid  teacher  and  evangelist,  has  been  for  more  than  a  year 
eading  for  admittance  to  the  church.  He  appears  sincere.  There  are  many  of 
» people  who  would  like  to  profess  Christ  could  they  but  follow  him  without 
•viog  to  bear  the  cross. 

Id  Tarsus  we  have  continued  the  services  of  Nicola  Dabbak  and  of  Ynsupli 
•ideed,  both  capable,  and,  we  trust,  sincere  men  They  have  worked  wisely 
d  diligently  in  proclaiming  the  word  of  truth,  but  have  had  no  schools.  High 
ttimony  is  borne  to  tLeir  earnestness,  knowledge  and  wisdom  both  by  Fella- 
en  and  nominal  Christians.  The  Fellaheen  are  showing  much  restiveuess 
der  the  injustice  of  the  government  in  being  excluded  from  our  schools.  They 
en  complained  of  it  in  a  formal  petition  to  the  government  that  the  Mos 
n  schools  in  which  they  have  been  compelled  to  place  their  children  be  at  least 
uie  free  for  them.  The  government  granted  their  petition  which  shows  that 
7  dated  not  refuse  it.  They  only  give  when  they  canaot  help  themselves. 
We  had  two  schools  lor  the  Fellaheen  in  villages  not  far  from  Tarsus,  each 
thin  three  hours  ride  on  horseback.  There  was  an  average  attendance  of 
rty  pupils  in  the  two  schools.  One  of  the  teachers  Deeb  Khalafy  died  the 
»nd  day  of  the  year.  He  was  a  young  man,  well  acquainted  with  the 
riptures.  He  came  to  us  from  Latakiyeh.  The  brethren  there  could  not  re- 
nmend  him.  He  did  not  blame  them,  as  he  confessed  that  his  life  had  not 
in  blameless,  but  he  professed  repentance  and  as  far  as  we  could  judge  his  out- 
rd  life  gave  every  evidence  of  sincerity,  and  whatever  he  was  asked  to  do  he 
1  faithfully.  He  was  severely  tried  by  the  insults  and  unkiudness  of  the 
laheen.  We  have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  he  died  in  faith,  and  is  with 
rift  now. 

In  Mersine  we  have  had  fairly  good  schools.  There  have  been  forty-two 
arders  in  the  girls'  school,  and  thirty  iu  the  boys'.  This  is  the  only  year  that 
shave  had  a  boys'  boarding  school  in  Mersine,  except  during  famine  time.  It 
« made  possible  by  additions  which  Dr.  Metheny  built  to  his  house.  The 
ftngement  was  not  in  every  respect  satisfactory,  but  certainly  much  more  so 
in  conducting  a  onesided  work.  There  have  been  about  ten  day  pupils  corn- 
tin  and  taking  instructions  with  our  boarding  pupils. 

The  work  done  by  the  ladies  and  their  helpers  in  the  girls'  boarding  school 
•  been  excellent.  They  have  all,  we  believe,  beeu  patient  and  diligent,  fervent 
spirit  serving  the  Lord.     Miss  Jennie  B.  Dodds  already  works  like  a  veteran. 
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At  the  opposite  end  of  the  town  fiom  that  where  the  missionaries  reside  we 
have  had  a  day  school  in  operation  in  a  rented  room.  During  the  first  half  of 
the  year  there  were  seventy-five  pupils  in  attendance  representing  four  Christian 
sects  and  Fellaheen,  with  a  few  representatives  of  the  rtligiou  of  the  false 
prophet.  During  the  second  half  of  the  year  to  the  present  time  there  have 
been  thirty  in  attendance. 

During  the  year  Doctor  Metbeny's  wife  has  conducted  a  woman's  prayer 
meeting  once  a  week,  from  house  to  house.  And  his  eldest  daughter  has  con- 
ducted one  among  girls,  chiefly  those  of  the  boarding  school. 

The  year  was  remarkable  for  sickness  among  our  members.  Two  of  our  female 

teachers  were  brought  face  to  face  with  death.     However  only  one  deatk 

occurred.     The  infant  child  of  Mai  lime  Chaley  was  taken. 

Respectfully  submitted,        Willia  S  Dodds,  \  nommi^e. 

R.  J.  Dodds,  j 

Supplementary  Report  from  Suadia. 

To  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions : 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren  :  By  the  favor  of  God,  your  two  new 
missionaries  and  their  families  have  reached  Suadia.  Although  the  climate  U 
said  to  be  a  tiying  one  to  Europeans,  yet  we  have  all  had  excellent  health. 

The  work  of  the  year  has  been  carried  on  after  the  plan  of  former  years. 
There  are  religious  services  conducted  every  Sabbath,  on  Thursday  afternoon, at 
the  opening  of  the  schools  each  day  and  with  the  boarding  pupils  each  morning 
and  evening.  Miss  Cunningham  has  charge  of  the  Sabbath  School  which  meets 
at  9  A.  M.f  licentiate  Ibrahim  Jokki  preaches  at  11  o'clock.  In  the  afternoon  at 
3.30  there  is  a  prayer  meeting  for  all  who  will  come.  A  similar  prayer  meet- 
ing is  held  on  Thursday.  These  services  are  fairly  well  attended,  the  members 
having  increased  during  the  year.  Mr.  Stewart  conducted  a  communion  last 
December,  at  which  seventeen- natives  and  five  missionaries  united  in  celebrat- 
ing the  Lord's  Supper.  There  is  a  Fellah  convert  engaged  as  Bible  reader,  who 
visits  in  the  homes  of  the  people  with  great  acceptance. 

The  week  of  prayer  was  observed  by  the  missionaries  in  their  hemes  and  also 
by  the  natives  in  the  chapel,  the  English  services  being  held  the  week  precede 
ing  the  first  Sabbath  of  the  year.  As  an  outcome  of  the  week  of  prayer,  several 
of  the  native  brethren  desired  to  send  some  contribution  to  the  work  among  the 
Jews,  in  Jerusalem,  which  is  noted  in  the  statistic*.  The,  amouut  was  small* 
but  when  you  consider  that  this  is  the  first  fruits  of  this  kind,  you  will  rejoice 
with  us. 

Among  the  young  meu  and  boys  of  the  neighborhood  and  school  there  ia  •> 
temperai  ce  band  numbering  twenty,  under  the  leadership  of  Miss  Cunningham* 
who  has  been  holding  meetings  every  three  months. 

Your  medical  missionary  has  not  had  time  to  do  much  work.  The  language 
must  first  be  learned  and  there  must  be  also  suitable  rooms  for  medical  work  be' 
fore  this  department  becomes  efficieut. 

The  school  work  has  gone  on  as  usual  with  two  exceptions.  In  May,  1892,  s> 
Turkish  officer  came  here  and  requested  that  he  be  permitted  to  examine  our 
school.  He  was  lefused,  and  in  retaliation,  he  procured  frcm  the  local 
authorities,  an  order  prohibiting  the  Fellaheen  from  sending  their  children  to 
our  schools.  Owing  to  the  heavy  penalties,  many  of  the  children  weie  with- 
drawn, but  yet  the  school  enjoyed  one  of  the  best  closing  exercises  that  has  ever 
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been  held  here.  At  the  opening  of  the  school  after  the  summer  vacation,  the 
Fellaheen  children  were  slow  m  returning,  but  one  by  one  they  came  back.  We 
took  in  some  who  had  not  been  here  before.  Thus  our  boarding  school  is  fuller 
this  year  than  last. 

The  other  interruption  came  from  the  rebuilding  of  the  house  for  the  girls' 
school  which  was  chiefly  affected  thereby.  This  lower  house  was  a  one  stoiy 
structure  built  of  sundried  brick.  It  was  quite  too  small  for  the  work.  During 
the  fail  and  winter  up  to  the  new  year,  we  rebuilt  and  improved  this  house  as 
per  reports  sent  to  your  treasurer.  This  work  caused  the  entire  suspension  of 
the  girls'  boarding  school  until  about  the  time  that  the  house  was  finished. 
With  commendable  presistency,  Miss  Cunningham  continued  the  sessions  of  the 
day  school  wherever  teachers  and  pupils  could  meet.  Now  they  have  very  con- 
venient and  comfortable  rooms  for  the  boarding  pnpils  and  the  lady  director. 
The  class  rooms  are  commodious  enough  for  as  many  pupils  as  may  choose  to 
attend.  We  pray  that  the  Lord's  people  will  speedily  discharge  the  debt  that 
has  been  incurred  in  the  building  of  this  house. 

The  year  has  been  prosperous.  The  enemy  has  been  notably  restrained  from 
doing  us  harm.  We  are  encouraged  to  seek  greater  things  from  God  in  the  year 
to  come. 

In  behalf  of  the  Mission  in  Suadia.        Very  respectfully,      J.  Boggs  Dodds. 

Feb.  22,  1894, 

Mission  Conference. 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  of  North  America,  to  mtet 

in  2d  Reformed  Pietbyterian  Church : 

Philadelphia,  May  30,  1894. 

The  Mission  Conference  held  in  2d  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  Philadel- 
phia, May  29th,  1894,  makes  the  following  recommendations  for  appropriations 
of  money,  and  in  relation  to  other  items  presented  at  its  meeting: 

1.  To  Rochester  Presbytery,  for  work  in  Rochester  congregation,  on  condi- 
tion that  it  has  preaching  full  time,  $500. 

2.  Philadelphia  Presbytery,  for  use  in  Conococheaguo  and  Baltimore  congre- 
gations, $200. 

3.  New  York  Presbytery,  for  West  Hebron  and  Brooklyn  congregations,  $300. 

4.  Pittsburgh  Presbytery,  for  use  in  weak  congregations,  $400,  and  for 
'Qpplement  to  salary  of  East  End  congregation  for  one  year  commencing  June 
h  1500.  Also  that  Monongahela  and  McKeesport  congregations  be  placed  under 
the  care  of  Central  Board  of  Missions. 

5-  That  the  matter  of  a  mission  among  the  Hebrews  in  Cincinnati  be  referred 
t0  Synod. 

6-  To  Iowa  Presbytery,  for  Elliota  congregation  $150,  the  Presbytery  to 
rtsefor  same  $100.  And  the  congregation  $150,  and  that  the  congregation 
k  placed  under  the  care  of  Central  Board. 

<•   That  a  mission  be  established  in  Chicago  by  the  Central  Board. 

8.  To  Kansas  Presbytery,  to  be  expended  at  its  discretion  iu  aid  ol  its  weak 
^pegationp,  $500. 

9-  Ohio  Presbytery,  for  Muskingum  and  Tomica  congregation  $100.  The 
toogregation  to  raise  not  less  than  $130,  and  be  under  the  care  of  the  Central 
Board. 

10.   Colorado  Presbytery,  for  work  in  neighborhood  of  Seattle,  Washington, 
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$150.  That  supplement  of  salary  to  Denver  congregation  be  reduced  only  $50 
the  coming  year  instead  of  $100,  and  that  the  Central  Board  be  authorize  to 
establish  a  mission  in  Southern  California. 

11.  That  the  supplement  to  Belle  Centre  congregation  be  continued  for  this 
year  at  same  as  last,  viz  :  $300. 

John  T.  Morton, 

Secretary  pro  tern. 

Report  of  Synod's  Board  of  Trustees. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  of 
North  America,  respectfully  beg  leave  to  transmit  herewith  the  Treasurer'! 
report  of  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  several  trusts  committed  to  their  care  for  the 
past  year,  and  in  connection  therewith  this  report  with  respect  to  the  manage* 
ment  of  the  same. 

After  the  last  meeting  of  Synod  the  Board  mot  for  organization  as  usual,  and 
elected  the  following  officers,  viz:  A.  C.  Coulter,  presideut ;  Samuel  Mctfaugher, 
vice-president ;  D.  Chestnut,  secretary  and  J.  T.  Morton,  treasurer. 

In  reference  to  certain  subjects  referred  to  the  Board  and  matters  concerning 
whicli  you  have  given  to  us  instructions  for  our  action  during  the  year  we  report: 

First.  That  the  three  persons  you  elected  to  fill  the  vacancies  of  the  Board 
at  your  last  meeting  of  Synod  accepted  the  positions  to  which  they  were  called 
and  have  been  in  regular  attendance  at  the  meetings  of  the  Board. 

Second.  That  in  accordance  with  your  direction  as  to  obtaining  and  fixing  the 
amount  of  an  official  bond  for  the  treasurer,  your  Board  after  ascertaining  the 
usual  average  cash  balances  on  deposit  and  upon  due  consideration  of  the  subject, 
decided  upon  a  bond  lor  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  secured  one  for 
that  sum  from  the  Mercantile  Trust  Company,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  thus  as  we 
believe  amply  meeting  the  protection  designed  by  Synod. 

Third.  In  reference  to  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  a  Home  for 
Widows  and  Orphans  referred  to  us,  in  view  of  a  certain  five  thousaud  dollar 
gift  for  such  purpose  to  which  you  #ave  consideration  at  your  last  meeting  of 
Synod,  we  would  report  that  the  gift  mentioned  was  not  ia  cash  but  in  the 
form  of  a  note,  which  has  not  yet  been  realized  upon,  but  in  view  of  its  pay- 
ment at  no  great  distant  date,  your  Board  has  kept  the  matter  of  your  directioos 
before  them  and  will  carry  out  your  instructions  as  soon  as  they  consider  the 
same  practical. 

Fourth.  Synod  having  referred  to  this  Board,  through  report  of  their  Finance 
Committee,  '•  without  recommendation  "  the  propriety  of  Synod  endeavoring  to 
make  arrangements  to  have  the  lives  of  ministers  insuied  in  a  first  class  insur- 
ance company,  instead  of  endeavoring  to  raise  an  endowment  for  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  deceased  ministers;  and  your  Boaid  having  given  the  matter 
careful  consideration,  respectfully  report  adversely,  not  deeming  it  advisable  at 
the  present  time  to  enter  into  such  an  arrangement. 

Fifth.  Foreign  Mission  Funds.  This  Board  was  entrusted  by  you  with 
certain  funds  held  in  reserve  for  future  use  of  Foreign  Mission  current  expense*, 
which  have  been  retained  by  direction  of  Synod  upon  temporary  investment' 
We  have  interpreted  Synod's  action  as  to  this  fund,  as  not  authorizing  your 
Board  to  advance  on  cali  of  the  treasurer  of  Foreign  Missions  a  sum  in  amount 
exceeding  fifteen  hundred  dollars.      In  this  interpretation  however,  the  Foreig* 
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ssion  Board  through  its  treasurer  claimed  we  were  mistaken,  aud  accordingly 
Banded  the  full  amount  of  said  reserve  fund,  constating  of  twenty-seven 
ndred  and  three  dollais  and  sixty  cents  ($2,7i  3.60.)  This  was  at  first  declined f 
t  upon  an  urgent  appeal  for  the  full  amount  named  and  a  statement  that  the 
reign  Mission  fund  was  overdrawn  a  sum  in  excess  of  six  thousand  dollars, 
lr  Board  finally  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Foreign  Missi<  nary  Board  the 
ount  claimed  upou  condition  that,  unless  Synod  at  its  present  meeting  shall 
wove  of  said  payment,  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  will  return  to  us  the  amount 
paid  them  at  once.  We  therefore  ask  that  under  the  circumstances  stated, 
lod  approve  our  action  in  making  the  payment  as  stated. 
yixth.  In  reference  to  your  instructions  as  to  the  payment  of  certain  appro- 
itioos,  we  report  that  according  to  previous  custom  where  appropriations  to 
ious  persons  are  made  by  you  from  such  funds  as  the  Aged  Ministers'  Fund, 
excess  of  the  amount  on  hand  or  coming  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer 
ring  the  fiscal  year  in  which  such  appropriations  occur,  the  carrying  out  of 
;h  directions  of  Synod  are  deemed  accomplished,  and  the  obligations  there- 
1er  discharged  by  dividing  the  amount  of  such  funds  on  hand  pro  rata 
sording  to  the  amount  appropriated  to  each  person. 

iVe  have  accordingly  paid  out  ot  Aged  Ministers'  Fund  eighty  per  cent,  (per 
j  treasurer's  report)  of  the  sua)  you  appropriated  to  the  Revs.  J.  Dodds, 
in  Galbraith,  .J.  J.  McClurkin  and  W.  W.  McMillan,  in  all  amounting  to  one 
onsand  and  eighty  dollars  ($1,080.)  And  in  like  manner  we  have  paid  thirty- 
ree  per  cent,  of  the  appropriations  made  out  of  the  Widows'  and  Orphans' 
ind  of  Deceased  Ministers,  to  Mrs.  J  Lawson,  Mrs.  J.  Love,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Wylie, 
r*.  T.  J.  Speer,  Mrs.  W.  F.  Geo: ge  and  Mrs.  J.  French,  amounting  to  four 
indred  and  ninety-five  dollars  ($495.00.) 
We  report  in  reference  to  the  following  gifts  and  bequests. 
Jame$  li.  McKee  Memorial  Endowment.  We  report  having  received  from  Mrs. 
4a  S.  E.  McKee,  widow  of  our  late  beloved  treasurer,  James  R.  McKee,  the 
lm  ot  two  thousand  dollars  in  cash,  to  be  invested  as  other  endowment  funds 
od  its  share  of  revenue  to  he  used  for  the  benefit  of  widows  and  children  of 
eceased  ministers      This  we  have  applied  as  directed  by  the  donor. 

The  John  Wright  Estate.  We  report  having  received  the  fiual  dividend  due 
rom  the  John  Wright  estate,  of  Philadelphia,  consisting  of  three  hundred  and 
fty.tfve  dollars  aud  seventy-nine  cents  ($355.79,)  less  expenses  sixty-seven 
ents,  making  a  net  sum  ot  three  hundred  aud  fifty-rive  dollars  and  twelve  cents 
$355.12.)  There  has  been  already  received  from  this  same  estate,  seventeen 
hoiiNhiid  one  hundred  and  fifteen  dollais  and  fifty-six  cents,  and  accrued  interest 
hereon.  The  decedent  divided  tjiis  former  amount  as  well  as  the  amount  now 
Reived,  by  his  will  equally  between  the  Syrian  Mission  and  the  Theological 
Seminary,  without  designating  whether  it  should  or  should  not  be  used  for 
endowment  purposes.  We  therefore  ask  Synod  now  to  decide  whether  this 
imount  shall  be  ci edited  to  the  current  or  endowment  accounts. 

ftp.  David  McKee  Oift.  We  report  having  received  through  Mrs.  Mary 
Elizabeth  McKee,  wife  of  the  late  Rev.  David  McKee,  beloved  pastor  of  Clariuda 
aggregation,  Iowa,  two  hundred  dollars,  ($200. CO)  which  amount  has  been  sent 
to  accordance  with  a  request  made  by  Mr.  McKee  during  his  life  time  that  it  be 
'wed  for  Domestic  Missions.  No  directions  having  accompanied  this  gift  as  to 
•betlier  it  shall  be  used  for  Domestic  Mission  endowment  or  current  ticcount, 
^therefore  a sk  Synod  to  determine  to  which  account  this  gift  shall  be  credited. 

The  Mr$.  Eliza  Toner  Estate.  We  report  having  received  from  the  executor 
°*  attorney  of  the  estate  of  Mrs.  Eliza  Toner,  of  Clariuda,  Iowa,  the  sum  of 
^ hundred  dollars  ($100.00,)  which  according  to  the  will  of  the  decedent  we 
"tte  credited 

To  Southern  Mission $     33  33 

To  Chinese  Mission 33  33 

To  Indian  Mission 33  34 

$  100  00 
The  sum  of  each  being  comparatively  so  small  an   amount,   we  ask  yourap 
PtoTal  of  our  crediting  the  above  to  the  current  accounts  rather  than  to  endow- 
ment account. 
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The  M>-8.  Susan  McMillan  Qift.  We  advised  you  in  our  last  anuual  report  of 
a  gift  of  two  thousand  dollars  ($2,000.00)  from  Mrs  Susan  McMillan,  of 
Bloomiu^ton,  Indiana,  which  by  the  terms  of  the  gift,  we  agreed  to  pay  her 
interest  thereon  during  her  natural  life,  and  after  her  death,  which  has  occurred 
since  our  last  report,  the  money  was  to  be  used  as  follows,  viz  : 

For  Foreign  Mission  Curreut  Account $  1,000  00 

For  >outheru  Mission  Current  Account 500  00 

For  Chinese  Mission  to  be  established  in  China 500  00 

$  2,000  00 

We  have  according  to  agreement  now  credited  the  one  thousand  dollars  to  the 
Foreign  Mi-sion,  and  the  five  hundred  dollars  to  the  Southern  Mission,  but  the 
remaining  five  huudred  dollars  having  been  given  with  the  expressed  stipulation 
that  in  case  the  Chinese  Mission  be  not  established  at  her  death,  the  Synod's 
Board  of  Trustees  Khali  decide  to  what  use  the  five  huudred  dollars  shall  be 
applied.  We  therefore  report  with  respect  to  this  remainiug  five  hundred 
dollars,  that  the  Board  intends  to  take  action  with  reference  to  what  disposition 
shall  be  made  of  this  money  at  its  first  meeting  after  the*  adjournment  of  the 
present  meeting  of  Synod.  This  by  agreement  they  alone  have  the  legal  power 
to  do,  provided  there  be  no  mission  established  in  China,  though  any  suggestion 
in  reference  to  the  matter  that  Synod  may  make,  will  be  carefully  weighed  io 
the  final  disposition  of  the  sum  in  question. 

The  Mrs.  liobert  Gibson  Bequest.  1  he  present  status  of  this  account  is  as 
follows,  viz : 

Amount  received  to  date  of  last  report  to  Synod $  1,330  0) 

Amount  received   through  J.   W.   Sproull,  extra  since  last 
report 4,433  33 

Amount  in  our  possession  now $  5,813  33 

In  addition  to  this  sum  there  is  an  amount  expected  yet  to  come  into  oar 
hands  from  the  same  source  sufficient  to  make  the  total  gift  seven  thousand 
dollars.    This  amount  by  direction  of  the  donor  is  to  be  divided  as  follows,  viz : 

To  Foreign  Mission  $  4,000  00 

To  Domestic  M issiou 2,000  00 

To  Indian  Mission 500  00 

To  Chinese  Mission 500  0 J 

$  7,000  00 

So  far  as  made  known  to  your  Board  up  to  the  date  of  this  report,  there  have 
been  no  restrictions  or  directions  left  in  reference  to  the  exact  application  of  the 
above  funds  except  that  the  money  is  to  be  used  for  "  mission  purposes''  as 
above  set  forth.  We  therefoie  ask  Synod  to  decide  whether  or  not  this  gift  shall 
bo  used  for  endowment  or  current  purposes  in  whole  or  in  part  for  each. 

Princeton,  Lid.  li.  P.  Congregation.  We  report  having  received  a  donation 
from  the  Princeton,  Iud.  congregation  of  cash  and  notes  drawn  by  L.  H.  Whee- 
ler, to  the  amount  of  twelve  hundred  dollars,  divided  as  follows  : 

For  the  Indian  Mission,  one  third $  400  00 

For  the  Southern  Mission,  one-third .* 400  00 

For  the  Syrian  Mission,  one  sixth 20)  00 

For  As^ed  Ministers'  Fund,  one-sixth 200  00 

$  1,200  00 

We  ask  Synod  to  decided  whether  this  sum  shall  be  used  for  the  above  pur' 
poses  in  whole  or  in  part  for  endowment  or  current  accounts. 

Mrs.  Nancy  Lfvwitt  Bequest.  Theie  remains  to  the  credit  of  Nancy  Hewil* 
estate  upon  the  b  u>ks  of  the  treasure),  twenty-seven  hundred  and  three  dollar^ 
and  sixty  cents  i.f 2. 703.00,)  held  as  a  reserve  fund  for  future  use  of  Domestic 
Mission.  We  ask  now  as  the  money  is  likely  to  be  needed,  that  Syuod  direct 
that  this  account  be  closed  by  crediting  the  sum  stated  to  the  Domestic  Mission 
current  account. 
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David  Qregg  Bequest.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  priucely  bequest  of  the  late 
ivid  Gregg,  Ion  it  an  honored  member  of  this  Board,  has  now  begun  to  pay  a 
t  income,  it  is  due  to  the  church  and  all  interested  to  make  a  brief  statement 
the  account  to  date.  The  gift  itself  as  reported  to  Synod  at  the  time  of  its 
:eipt.  wa»  nominally  estimated  in  value  at  au  even  two  hundred  thousand 
hare  ($200,000.00,)  and  consists  of  two  business  houses  and  lots  of  ground  in 
i  city  of  Pittsburgh. 

The  expenses  connected  with  this  trust  and  to  be  deducted  out  of  the  first  two 
irs'  income  were  greater  than  they  will  be  in  any  future  year.  The  reasons 
refor  are  that  according  to  law,  the  State  immediately  assessed  an  inheritance  . 
:  on  the  bequest  amounting  to  seven  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-two 
lars  and  fifty  cents  ($7,362.50,)  and  in  addition  to  this  sum  there  were  other 
ular  city  taxes  of  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  two  dollars  and  thirty-eight 
its  ($1,832.38.)  due  upou  our  receiving  possession  and  to  be  paid  before  we 
pan  to  receive  any  portion  of  the  rents  or  income.  These  two  items  alone 
cregating  uine  thousaud  one  hundred  aud  ninety-four  dollars  and  eighty-eight 
its  ($9, 194.88,)  together  with  other  taxes,  iusu ranee,  necessary  improvements 
..  <fcc  ,  including  as  they  do  three  years,  city  taxes  aud  insurance  all  coining 
;of  the  rents  or  receipts  tor  two  years,  possession,  as  set  forth  in  the  con- 
jsed  report  following,  have  absorbed  the  income  io  date  of  the  treasurer's 
>ort,  except  eight  hundred  and  six  dollars  and  seven  cents  ($8J6.07,)  which 
n  we  have  appropriated  according  to  the  directions  of  the  donor. 
The  following  will  show  a  condensed  statement  of  this  trust  to  May  13,  1894. 

Receipts. 

Total  rents  received  to  April  1,  1894 $17,000  00 

Expenditures. 

State  Inheritance  Tax $  7,362  50 

Other  taxes  and  insurance,  and  interest  on  bor- 
rowed money  to  pay  debts 7,131  90 

Necessary   improvements,  adding  value  to  the 
property  and  other  expenses 1,699  53  %  16,193  93 

Net  income  divided  as  directed $       806  07 

In  reference  to  the  future  of  this  estate,  it  is  the  belief  of  the  Board  that  from 
lis  time  forth  the  net  income  estimated  upon  present  basis  of  receipts  will 
iceed  six  thousaud  dollars  per  annum. 

The  First  New  York  Congregation.  By  the  explicit  directions  of  Synod  this 
!o»rd  was  instructed  to  look  alter  the  property  of  any  congregation  which  was 
ikely  tube  in  danger  of  being  lost  to  or  diverted  from  the  church  because  of 
isaffection  in  the  congregation  or  from  any  other  cause,  and  to  take  all  legal 
ciion  necessary  iu  the  premises  to  secure  the  same  to  the  Reformed  Presby- 
erian  Chuicb,  or  such  of  ils  members  as  remain  in  connection  with  said  church. 

In  pursuance  of  such  instructions  the  remnant  of  the  First  New  York  con- 
iregat'ou  nought  help  in  the  extremity  which  arose  to  save  their  property,  and 
our  Board  very  cheerfully  took  the  matter  in  haud  and  rendered  such  financial 
md  other  aid  as  ultimately  placed  the  congregation  in  such  shape  with  refeience 
0 their  property,  that  they  have  been  able  to  attain  their  present,  position  as  to 
heir  real  estate  debt  and  other  indebtedness  due  by  them.  To  ace  >mplish  this 
purpose  required  the  outlay  of  more  than  twenty-two  thousand  dollars,  prae- 
ically  in  the  way  of  a  loan  in  cash,  made  use  ot  to  purchase  the  mortgage  held 
*  their  church  aud  notes  held  by  their  former  pastor  which  were  due  and  mi  - 
jaid  by  the  congregation. 

The  only  way  we  could  furnish  so  large  a  sum  to  assist  this  congregation,  was 
ty calling  in  investments  due  to  us  bearing  six  per  cent,  interest  and  by  declin- 
IDK  to  loan  money  that  came  into  our  hands  at  this  rate  of  interest  and  to  others, 
■totil  we  had  accumulated  a  sufficient  sum  to  pay  the  debt  due  by  the  congrega- 
Mq.  The  result  of  the  transactions  for  the  congregation  on  the  part  ol  the 
Board,  was  that  they  were  gradually  relieved  of  Uie  financial  embariassment 
*bich  hung  over  it,  and  that  finally  they  have  disposed  of  the  property  for  a 
Jaodsome  sum,  an  amount  if  we  are  rightly  informed,  in  excess  of  all  debt  due 
18  of  about  twenty -three  thousand  dollars. 

The  mortgage  of  the  congregation  that  we  purchased  to  assist  them  out  of 
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their  difficulty,  was  one  bearing  but  five  percent,  interest,  and  the  only  ques- 
tion arising  wnh  the  congregation  anil  your  Board  relates  to  the  rate  of  interest 
that  they  are  to  pay  us ;  they  asserting  thai  the  rate  of  rive  per  cent,  on  the 
mortgage  should  be  the  rate  to  be  paid  u»,  we  contending  that  it  was  not  the 
intention  of  the  Synod  nor  of  the  Board  to  loau  to  them,  or  for  their  protection 
money  from  the  vuriou»  missions,  seminary,  college  and  other  endowment 
funds  at  a  less  rate  than  we  could  readily  obtain  from  other  parties. 

If  the  congregation  desues  to  reduce  the  rate  of  interest  to  a  rate  lower  tban 
six  percent,  f  »r  tie  futuie  or  unexpired  teim  which  the  moitgage  is  to  run, 
your  Boaid  will  cheerfully  meet  in  advance  such  request  by  saying,  that  we 
are  willing  to  have  them  attempt  to  borrow  the  money  at  a  less  late  elsewhere 
and  on  payment  to  us  of  the  same  and  the  usual  six  per  cent,  interest  to  date  of 
settlement,  we  will  at  once  assign  the  mortgage  to  any  person  or  persons  tbat 
they  may  find  who  will  loan  the  money  at  a  lower  rate. 

We  therefore  ask  Synod  in  view  of  the  difference  in'  judgment  l>etweenthe 
parties  in  interest,  to  decide  the  rate  of  interest  that  shall  be  paid  to  the  Boaid 
by  the  First  New  Yoik  congregation. 

Ruthnyloania  Churc  >  P>  operty  We  hold  possession  or  title  to  the  Rushsylvania 
congregation  properly  ;  it  is  of  but  very  small  value  and  hence  but  little  can  be 
obtained  for  it.  It  is  however,  the  judgment  of  the  Board,  that  it  should  be 
sold.  We  therefore  recommend  that  Synod  authorize  the  Board  to  dispose  of 
this  property  and  that  deed  be  made  for  the  same  at  such  time  and  for  such 
amount  as  the  Board  shall  deem  best. 

St.  Johnsbmy  Church  Property  In  like  maimer  the  Board  asks  Syuod  to 
consider  all  facts  in  relation  to  the  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt.  church  property,  together 
with  the  likelihood  of  making  use  ot  it  or  of  not  using  it  for  congregational 
purposes,  and  if  not  so  using  it,  to  also  dispose  of  this  property  or  their  interest 
therein  at  such  time  and  for  such  sum  as  the  Board  shall  after  due  deliberation 
think  best. 

The  Indian  Mission  Building  Account  Synod  having  transferred  eleven 
hundred  and  forty  seven  dollars  and  seventeen  cents  ($1,147.17)  from  the  Indian 
Mission  Current  Funds  to  the  Indian  Mission  Building  Fund,  (intended  though 
not  fully  expressed  in  the  formulated  action  with  reference  to  it)  as  a  tempo- 
rary loan,  and  there  now  being  an  unused  balance  often  hundred  and  thirty-one 
dollars  and  forty-six  cents  (*l,u;jl  4*5)  on  hand  of  the  Build  in  >;  Fuud  Account, 
we  therefore  ask  Synod  to  direct  the  le-trausfer  to  the  amount  ot  this  balance  of 
($1,031.40)  into  the  Indian  Mission  Current  Funds  towaid  payment  of  the  tem- 
porary loan. 

Geneva  College.  Hy  reference  *o  the  treasurer's  report,  it  will  be  observed  tbat 
the  Geneva  College  Building  Account  is  indebted  to  the  other  funds  of  the  cburcb 
to  the  extent  oi  eight  hundred  and  eighty-four  dollars  and  eighty  nine  centa 
i $884.80)  overdraft.  Also  that  there  is  a  deficit  in  the  Geneva  College  Current 
Funds  of  six  hundred  and  eighty  -lour  dollars  and  twenty  one  cents  ($684.21.) 
Both  these  payments  should  he  provided  for,  hut  If  arrangements  should  not  be 
made  to  Oxtinguijdi  both  del»ts,  the  budding  account  overdraft  shoul  be  specially 
provided  for  without  delay. 

Appropriation*.  The  financial  requirements  for  the  current  expenditures  of 
the  eusuing  year  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  Library  Fund,  Students'  Aid 
Fund,  Aged  Ministers'_Fund,  Widows  and  Orphans  Fund  of  Deceased  Ministers 
are  usually  referred  to  in  our  reports  with  more  or  les*  details,  but  owing  to  the 
increase! I  space  we  aie  required  to  give  to  other  subjects  ou  this  occasion  ;  we 
will  therefore  reler  you  to  the  treasurer's  report  for  receipts  and  disbursement* 
and  will  indicate  at  the  close  ot  this  report,  the  amount  of  appropriations  that 
we  would  suggest  be  made  to  each. 

Invented  Fund*.  As  will  be  observed  by  the  treasurer's  report  the  aggregate 
of  current  aud  invested  funds  is  steadily  increasing  each  year  so  that  increased 
time  and  careful  consideiatiou  are  being  n  quired  to  attend  propeily  to  all  detail* 
connected  with  the  trust  committed  to  your  Board.  It  can  now  be  more  readily 
seen  than  before,  that  the  step  so  recently  takeu  by  the  Board  and  confirmed 
by  Synod,  of  employing  the  lull  time  ot  at  least  one  person  and  of  having  a 
separate  office  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  Board,  as  we  now  have  secured,  waa 
a  wise  aud  indispensible  condition  toward  rightly  conducting  the  business  of  the 
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orporation.  The  amount  of  notes,  bonds,  mortgages,  real  estate,  current  funds, 
tc,  at  ibe  date  of  this  report,  forming  per  the  treasurer's  report,  a  total  assets, 
mounting  to  five  hundred  and  thirteen  thousand  one  hundred  and  eleven 
)llars  and  eighty-eight  cents  ($518,111.88.)  Notwithstanding  the  business 
;pression  during  the  past  year,  the  Board  has  much  reason  on  the  whole  for 
-atitude.  Investments  have  been  wholly  or  in  the  main  profitable  and  we  are 
erefore  able  to  report  a  dividend  in  excess  of  last  year.  Thete  has  been 
rned,  after  paying  the  interest  on  all  special  trusts  governed  by  stipulations 
nnected  with  their  acceptance,  and  after  deducting  all  necessary  allowances 
at  the  business  operations  transacted  during  the  year  require,  a  net  sum 
fficient  to  deilaie  a  dividend  of  five  and  one-half  per  cent,  on  all  general 
idowment  funds  and  accordingly  at  that  rate  of  interest  the  profits  of  the 
ar  have  been  distributed  as  usual  between  the  Geneva  College,  Theological 
minary,  Foreign  Missions,  Domestic  Missions  and  such  other  missions  and 
hemes  as  are  eutitled  to  participate  in  the  net  earnings. 

Ths  Books  and  Accounts.  The  Board  of  Trustees  appointed  a  committee  to 
idit  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  treasurer  ;  this  woik  having  been  attended 
•,  the  committee  reports  that  they  have  carefully  examined  the  books  and 
atement  of  accounts  of  the  treasurer  to  be  submitted  for  your  consideration  at 
lis  meeting  of  Synod,  as  well  as  the  bonds,  mortgages  and  other  securities  ex- 
ibited  to  Uiem  by  the  treasurer,  and  find  the  same  to  be  correct. 
Election  of  Trustees.  The  term  of  office  for  which  Messrs.  William  Blair,  John 
l.  Dodds  and  Theophilus  Sproull  were  chosen  members  of  this  Board,  will  ex- 
pire June  15,  1804.  We  therefore  ask  that  at  this  meeting  of  Synod  their  suc- 
essors  be  chosen  for  three  years  ending  June  15,  1897,  and  in  accordance  w:th 
be  act  incorporating  this  Board  that  the  election  be  by  ballot. 

DtUgaUt  to  Synod.  Pursuant  to  the  action  of  Synod  authorizing  such  repre- 
sentatives, we  report  that  Mr.  John  T.  Morton,  (S.  McNaugher  his  alternate) 
bis  been  appointed  to  represent  the  Board  at  the  present  meeting  of  Synod, 
tith  power  to  bring  before  the  Synod  in  person,  such  other  matters  as  the  finan- 
cial interest  of  the  Board  may  seem  to  warrant  for  action  during  the  sessions  of 
tbe  Synod. 

In  conclusion  we  submit  the  principal  items  to  which  we  have  referred  herein 
and  to  which  we  invite  your  consideration: 

1.  Your  approval  of  the  payment  of  $2,703  60  to  the  Foreign  Mission  Treas- 
urer referred  to  in  this  report. 

2.  That  in  all  appropriations  by  Synod  of  specified  amounts  out  of  the  Aged 
Ministers'  Fund  and  the  Fund  for  Widows  and  Children  of  Deceased  Ministers 
*ben  the  amount  of  cash  on  hand  in  the  respective  funds  is  not  sufficiently  large 
to  meet  such  appropriations  in  full,  it  shall  be  understood  to  be  the  intent  of 
tynod  in  all  such  orders  on  appropriations,  that  a  division  of  the  funds  on  hand 
Mailable  for  such  purposes  pro  rata  in  proportion  to  the  amount  appropriated  to 
^ch  person,  shall  be  deemed  full  payment  and  a  discharge  in  full  of  the  obliga- 
tion created  by  such  appropriations. 

3.  Action  on  the  part  of  Syuod  as  to  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  the  $355.12 
from  the  John  Wright  Estate. 

4.  A  decision  to  be  made  as  to  the  use  thai  shall  be  made  of  the  $200  from 
to  late  Rev .  David  McKee. 

5.  The  approval  by  Synod  of  the  use  of  the  $100  from  the  Mrs.  Eliza  Toner 
Estate  for  Current  Accounts. 

6.  Synod's  suggestion,  it  any,  in  respect  to  the  $500  for  Mission  to  China  from 
^fc.  Susan  McMillan. 

T«   Action  of  Synod  in  respect  to  the  Mrs.  Robert  Gibson  bequest. 

8-  Synod's  decision  as  to  the  use  to  be  made  of  $1/200  from  the  Princeton, 
Indiana,  Reformed  Presbyterian  congregation. 

&•  Synod  to  decide  as  to  ordering  the  $2,703.60  of  the  Nancy  Hewitt  Reserve 
fund  to  credit  of  the  Domestic  Mission  Current  Account. 

10.  8ynod  to  decide  the  rate  ot  interest  to  be  paid  by  the  1st  New  York  con- 
Ptgation. 

»1.   A  decision  as  to  selling  the  Rushsylvania  Church  Property. 

12.  Synod  to  solve  the  problem  as  to  directions  for  sale  of  our  interest  in  the 
w.  Johnsbury  Church  Property. 
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13.  Synod  to  order  the  retransfer  of  funds  to  the  amount  of  81,03 
the  Indian  Miflsion  Building  Fund  into  the  Indian  Mission  Current  A 

14.  Arrangements  to  be  perfected  to  extinguish  at  once  the  debt 
-due  by  the  Geneva  College  Building  Account. 

15.  To  arrange  for  the  receipt  of  funds  to  cover  the  deficit  in  t 
Account  of  the  College. 

16     An  appropriation  to  the  Theological  Seminary  of  twenty -fi 
dollars  ($2,500.) 

17.  An  appropriation  of  five  hundred  dollars  to  be  divided  equal 
the  Theological  Seminary  and  the  Geneva  College  Library  Funds. 

18.  Au  appropriation  to  the  Aged  Ministers'  Fund  of  fifteen  nunc 
($1,500.) 

19.  Au  appropriation  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  ($1,500)  to  the  TV 
Orphans'  Fund  of  Deceased  Ministers. 

20.  An  appropriation  to  the  Students'  Aid  Fund  for  current  use  o 
and  dollars  ($1,000.) 

21.  The  election  of  three  Trustees  by  ballot  to  serve  for  three  y 
June  15,  1807.  Respectfully  submitted  by  order  of  the  Bo 

Pitt8BUhgh,  Pa.,  May  25,  1894.  Daniel  Chksnut,  » 


STATISTICS  OF  LATAKIYEH  MISSION. 


1.  No  of  Communicants 208 

Missionaries  and  families 11 

Native  members— 

Latakiyeh 75 

Eldaney 27 

Jendairia 14 

Gunaimia 51 

Metn tf 

Inkzik 9 

Suadia ' 1G 

2.  Baptisms 16 

Native  children H 

Adult 1 

Missionary 1 

3.  Deaths .* 4 

Baptized  Native  Children 3 

Missionary 1 

4.  Increase  of  Communicants. .  5 

Missionary 3 

Native ' 2 

5.  Decrease  of  Communicants..  6 

Bv  certificate 2 

Death 1 

Purging  roll 3 

6u  No.  of  Employes 3G 

Licentiates  (1  not  employed)  "> 

Evangelists '■> 

Colporteur 1 

'Teachers,  female '5 

"  male 10 

General  agent 1 

School  servants 8 

7.  No.  of  Schools 12 

Boarding,  girls' 2 

boys' 2 

Day,  boys' 6 


8.  No.  of  Pupils, 

Males 

Females 


girls' 


9.  No.  of  Sabbath  Schools 

Number  of  Sabbath  pu| 
* teac 

10.  Contributions. 

C.  E.  Society,  Latakiyel: 
Congregation  collection 
Special  for  Jewish  Miss 

Medical  receipts 

Mission,  Suadia  for  wo 

there 

Miss  Cunningham,  £;*>... 
Per     Miss     Cunningha 
lrom  L.  M.  S.  College 
South  Belfast,  and  oth 

friends,  £30 

Sabbath  School  col  lee... 


Or  about 

11.  List  of   Schools    and 

Pupils  iu  each. 

Latakiyeh  Boarding,  bo 

gii 

Day,  girls* 

"      boys'.... 

Suadia  Day,  boys' 

"  *    girls* 

Boarding,  girls'  . 
boys'... 

Metn  Day,  girls' 

"         "*     uoys' 

Tarsus  Day,  lioys'... 

Soda  Day,  Uoys' 
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f.ESSON    III.— July    15. 

VISIT  OF  THE  WISE  MEN.-Matthew  2: 112. 


called  the  wise  men,  inquired  of  tbem 
diligently  what  time  the  star  appeared. 

8.  And  he  sent  them  to  Bethlehem, 
and  said.  Go  and  search  diligently  for 
the  young  child  ;  aud  when  ye  have 
found  him,  bring  me  word  again,  that 
I  may  come  and  worship  him  also. 

9.  When  they  had  heard  the  king, 
they  departed  ;  and  lo,  the  star,  which 
they  saw  in  the  east,  went  before 
ihem,  till  it  came  and  stood  over  where 
the  young  child  was. 

10.  When  they  saw  the  star,  they  re- 
joiced with  exceeding  great  joy. 

11.  And  when  they  were  come  into 
the  house,  they  saw  the  youug  child 
with  Mary  his  mother,  and  fell  down, 
and  worshipped  him :  aud  wh<  n  they 
had  opened  their  treasures,  they  pre- 
sented unto  bim  gifts;  gold,  and  frank- 
incense, and  myrrh. 

12.  And  being  warned  of  God  in  a 
dream  that  they  should  not  return  to 
Herod,  they  departed  unto  their  own 
country  au other  way. 


(v  when  Jesus  was  born  in 
n  of  Judaea  in  the  days  of  He- 
king,  behold,  there  came  wise 
n  the  east  to  Jerusalem, 
ing,  Where  is  he  that  is  born 
the  Jews?  for  we  have  seen 
in  the  east,  aud  are  come  to 
hiai. 

en  Herod  the  king  had  heard 
ings,  he  was  troubled,  and  all 
m  with  him. 

i  when  he  had  gathered  all  the 
iests  and  scribes  of  the  people 
,  he  demanded  of  them  where 
lould  be  born. 

d  they  said  uuto  him,  In  Betfa- 
'  Judaea  :  for  thus  it  is  wiitten 
rophet 

el  thou  Bethlehem,  in  the  land 
art  not  the  least  among  the 
)f  Juda  :  for  out  of  thee  shall 
Goveinor,  that  shall  rule  my 
3rael. 

in  Herod,  when  he  had  privily 

5N  Text  :     They  saw  the  young  child  with  Mary  his  mother,  and  fell 
d  worshipped  him. — Matthew  2:11. 

ew  alone  gives  au  account  of  this  visit  which  look  place  shortly  before 
t  into  Egyi,t.  Herod  (V.  1)  the  king  was  Herod  the  Great,  best  known 
ebuilder  of  the  Temple.  Wise  men,  magi,  of  whom  we  know  nothing 
?bat  is  here  stated.  They  dwelt  in  the  eastern  regions.  No  doubt  there 
uy  thoughtful,  devout,  earnest  persons,  who,  dissatisfied  with  the  aboini- 
>f  polytheism,  and  having  some  knowledge  of  the  truth,  were  anxiously 
the  appearance  ot  the  King  that  was  to  come.  The  dispersiou  of  the  Jews 
:h  to  do  with  the  general  expectation  of  the  Messiah  at  that  time.  Possibly 
cably  conjunction  of  the  planets  may  account  for  the  appearance  of  the 
2.)  All  we  know  for  sure  is  the  recognition  on  the  part  of  the  wise  men  of 
ir  "  as  a  sign  to  them  that  the  King  of  the  Jews  was  born,  and  that  fol- 
t  they  were  led  to  him.  Herod  was  a  bad  man,  living  constantly  in  fear 
lent  death.  The  inquiry  of  the  wise  men  could  not  but  fill  him  and  his 
with  fear  (V.  3)  indicating  as  it  would,  that  the  end  of  his  career  of  sin 
te  was  near.  The  reply  of  the  priests  and  scribes  (V.  5)  shows  how  well 
>od  it  was  that  the  Old  Testament  prediction  (  Micah  5  :  2)  would  soon  be 
Herod's  brutal  decree  (V.  16)  explains  his  inquiry  and  directions  (Vs. 
I  must  have  requited  strong  faith  on  the  part  ot  these  magi  to  recognize 
:tle  baie  amid  such  surroundings  the  long  expected  Messiah.  They  pos- 
le  faith.  They  worshipped  aud  by  suitable  gifts  acknowledged  their 
:e  to  him.  God  took  care  of  them  so  that  tliey  made  no  blunders  (Vs.  12.) 
ubt  tbe're  are  great  numbers  of  devout  inquirers  after  the  truth  of  which 
i  no  knowledge.  We  need  not  be  surprised  to  find  in  the  most  unex- 
>calities  many  ready  and  waiting  for  the  message  of  the  Lord, 
iifferently  the  same  message  aflects  different  persons.  The  wise  men 
d  the  King  had  come  were  tilled  with  joy,  aud  did  not  rest  satisfied  un- 
fa ad  found  aud  honored  him  Herod  and  his  courtiers  were  filled  with 
I  did  not  rest  satisfied  until  they  had  done  all  they  could  to  destroy  him. 
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Jesus  is  a  revealer  of  the  thoughts  of  the  heart :  his  gospel  "  the  savour  of  life 
unto  life  or  of  death  unto  death." 

The  best  way  to  get  more  light  is  to  act  up  to  the  light  we  have.  Doing  the 
will  of  our  Father  in  heaven  is  certain  to  lead  to  a  fuller  knowledge  of  his  will. 

The  devout,  close,  Bible  student  will  be  quickest  to  discover  the  signs  of 
Christ's  coming,  and  best  prepared  for  it.  We  must  learn,  however,  when  we 
study  the  Bible  to  give  up  all  preconceived  opinions  and  yield  ourselves  np 
wholly  to  the  Spirit's  guidance.    Then  we  shall  see  clearly. 

It  is  impossible  for  a  person  to  be  properly  affected  with  a  sense  of  what  Christ 
has  done  for  him  and  not  be  willing  to  make  any  sacrifice  or  perform  any  service  he 
may  require.    It  is  wonderful  that  he  is  willing  to  accept  our  "gifts  and  presents.'1 

Psalms  72  :  10-12 ;  70  :  10-12  ;  22  :  29-31.  ] 

shorter  catechism. 

Que 8.  107.     What  doth  the  conclusion  of  the  Lord's  prayer  teach  us? 

Ans.  The  conclusion  of  the  Lord's  prayer  (which  is,  For  thine  is  the  king- 
dom, and  the  power,  and  the  glory,  forever,  Amen),  teacheth  us  to  take  oar  en- 
couragement in  prayer  from  God  only,  and  in  our  prayers  to  praise  him,  ascribing 
kingdom,  power  and  glory  to  him  ;  and  in  testimony  of  our  desire  and  assuranoi 
to  be  heard,  we  say,  Amen. 

I.fcSSO*    IV.— Jul y    22. 

FLIGHT  INTO  EGYPT. -Matthew  2  :  13-23.  ! 

13.  And  when  they  were  departed,  18.  In  Rama  was  there  a  voice  heard, 

behold,  the  augel  of  the  Lord  appeareth      lamentation,  and  weeping,  and  great 
to  Joseph  in  a  dream,  saying,  Arise,      mourning,    Rachel    weepiug   for  her 
and  take    the    young   child   and  his      children,  and  would  not  be  comforted, 
mother,  and  flee  into  Egypt,  and  be 
thou  there  until  I  bring  thee  word  :  for 
Herod  will  seek  the  young  child  to  de- 


because  they  are  not. 

10.  But  when  Herod  was  dead,  be- 
hold, an  angel  of  the  Lord  appeareth 
stroy  him.  in  a  dream  to  Joseph  in  Egypt,  ; 

14.  When    lie    arose,   he    took  the    |      o0.  Saving     Arise,    and    take  the     i 
young  child  and  his  mother  by  night,       young  child'and  his  mother,  and  go 
and  departed  into  Egypt :  juto  lne  ]ana  0f  T8rael:   for  they  are 

15.  And  was  there  until  the  death  i  Hea,i  wuicu  sought  the  youujr  child's 
of   Herod  :   that  it  might  be  fulfilled    '  ijfe.  i 

which  was  spoken  of  the  Lord  by  the  0.    And  he  arose  and  took  the vouDf  ' 

prophet,  saying.  Out  of  Egypt  have  I  ,  r.1;  A"(1. De  ai0*e'  ana  J00*  l.^#S  • 

i«nili  .«„«;«  i  child  and  his  mother  and  came  into  toe 

called  my  son.  i  ,      ,    ..  ,        .  I 

10.  Then   Herod  when  he  saw  that  Iana  °'  18iaei-                               .    . 

he  was  mocked  of  the.  wise  men,  was  22.  But  when  he  heard  that  Arena-     j 

exceeding  wroth,  and  sent  forth,  and  lau8  did  ieign  in  Judwa  in  the  room  or     ■ 

slew  all  the  children  that  were  in  Beth-  I  "»»  father  Herod,  he  was  afraid  U>  go     . 

lehem,  and  in  all  the  coasts  thereof,  j  thither  :  notwithstanding,  being  warn-     | 

from  two  years  old  and  under,  accord-  '  ed  of  G()d  in  a  dream,  he  turned  ande     ; 

ing  to  the  time  which  he  had  diligently  into  the  parts  of  Galilee  : 

inquired  of  the  wise  men.  |       23.  And  he  came  and  dwelt  in  a  city 

17.  Then  was  fulfilled  that  which  called  Nazareth  :  that  it  might  be  lor 
was  spoken  by  Jeremy  the  prophet,  tilled  which  was  spoken  by  the  pro- 
saying,  I  puets,  He  shall  be  called  a  Nazarene. 

Golden  Text  :  The  Lord  shall  preset  te  thy  going  out  and  thy  coming  in." 
Psalm  121  :  8. 

Matthew  alone  tells  us  of  the  flight  into  Egypt.  God  accomplishes  his  par- 
poses  in  accordance  with  natural  laws.  No  miracle  was  performed  in  order  to 
save  the  child  Jesus  (V.  13.)  Joseph's  faith  is  seen  in  the  promptness  of  his 
obedience.  The  statement  in  Hosea  11  :  1,  contains  in  it  a  prediction,  and  in 
its  fullest  meaning  refers  to  Christ  (V.  15.)  It  oft  times  happens  that  obedience 
to  God's  commands  occasions  suffering  and  loss  to  the  innocent.  Herod's  cun- 
ning failed.  His  efforts  to  destroy  the  new  born  king  showed  his  brutality.  All 
the  boys  in  and  about  Bethlehem  "from  two  years  old  and  under  "  were  by  bis 
order  put  to  death.  An  incident  in  Old  Testament  history  (Jer.  31  :  15.)  served 
as  a  type  of  the  sorrow  this  brutal   massacre  would  occasion  iu  Bethlehem. 
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chel,  buried  not  far  away  is,  by  a  striking  figure  of  speech  represented  as 
eping  for  the  slain  (V.  18.)    God  watches  over  the  infant  Jesus  and  when  the 
ht  time  came  gave  directions  as  to  his  return  (V.  20.)    The  news  of  Arche- 
s  succeeding  his  father  occasioned  Joseph  going  to  Nazareth,  where  Jesus 
k!  till  he  entered  upon  his  public  work,  thus  fulfilling  the  Scripture  (V.  23.) 
t  was  indeed  not  peace  but  a  sword  that  Jesus  came  to  bring.    The  worst 
sions  of  bad  men  are  ofteu  aroused  by  the  proclamation  of  his  truth.    It  can- 
be  otherwise.    Those  who  will  not  receive  him  cannot  but  oppose.     All  that 
idish  ingenuity  can  devise  will  be  employed  to  accomplish  their  purpose, 
lod  cares  for  little  children.    In  multitude  of  ways  to  day  their  slaughter  goes 
God  is  not  an  indifferent  spectator.    In  the  end  the  wisdom  and  the  justice 
bis  providential  government  in  this  as  well  as  in  all  other  respects  will  be  seen. 
The  place  of  safety  is  the  place  where  God  would  have  us  be.     It  is  never 
II  to  take  our  future  into  our  own  keeping.    God  knows  best ;  let  us  trust  him. 
tod  will  make  plain  the  path  of  duty  if  we  only  trust  him.     "From  strength 
strength  "  should  be  our  aim.     What  we  need  is  faith,  that  faith  that  will  en- 
e  us  to  place  ourselves  absolutely  in  God's  hands,  believing  and  acting  on  the 
ief  that  our  wisdom  is  to  humbly  seek  to  know  his  will  and  in  love  implicitly 
obev  it. 
Psalms  34 :  1M6 ;  148  :  11-14 ;  11  :  3-7. 

8HORTKR  CATECHISM. 

Qua.  1.     What  is  the  chief  end  of  man  t 

An*.    Man's  chief  end  is  to  glorify  God,  and  to  enjoy  him  forever. 


LESSON   V.— JulF  20. 

THE  YOUTH  OF  JESUS.-Luke  2 :  40-62. 


(0.  And  the  child  grew,  and  waxed 
oog  in  spirit,  filled  with  wisdom  : 
d  the  grace  of  God  was  upon  him. 

41.  Now  his  parents  went  to  Jerusa- 
Q  every  year  at  the  feast  of  the  pass- 
er. 

42.  And  when  he  was  twelve  years 
1,  they  went  up  to  Jerusalem  after 
-  custom  of  the  feast. 

43.  And  when  they  had  fulfilled  the 
ys,  as  they  returned,  the  child  Jesus 
fried  behind  in  Jerusalem ;  and 
teph  and  his  mother  knew  not  of  it. 

44.  But  they,  supposing  him  to  have 
*n  in  the  company,  went  a  day's 
arney  ;  and  they  sought  him  among 
tor  kinsfolk  and  acquaintance. 

45.  And  when  they  found  him  not 
fey  turned  back  again  to  Jerusalem, 
feeing  him. 

46.  And  it  came  to  pass,  that  after 
bee  days  they  found  him  in  the  tem- 


ple, sitting  in  the  midst  of  the  doctors,, 
both  hearing  them,  and  asking  them 
questions. 

47.  And  all  that  heard  him  were  as- 
tonished at  his  understanding  and 
answers. 

48.  And  when  they  saw  him,  they 
were  amazed  :  and  his  mother  said  un- 
to him,  Son,  why  hast  thou  thus  dealt 
with  us  ?  behold,  thy  father  and  I  have 
sought  thee  sorrowing. 

49.  And  he  said  unto  them,  How  is 
it  that  ye  sought  me  ?  wist  ye  not  that 
I  must  be  about  my  Father's  business. 

50.  And  they  understood  not  the 
saying  which  he  spake  unto  them. 

51.  And  he  went  down  with  them, 
and  came  to  Nazareth,  and  was  subject 
unto  them  :  but  his  mother  kept  all 
these  sayings  in  her  heart. 

52.  And  Jesus  increased  in  wisdom 
and  stature,  and  in  favor  with  God  and 
man. 


Golden  Text  :    And  Jesus  increased  in  wisdom  and  stature,  and  in  favor 
M  Ood  and  man.— Luke  2  :  52. 

Jesus  passed  through  the  successive  stages  of  development  through  which  all 
iildreo  pass.  His  was  a  complete  humanity.  There  was  nothing  unnatural  in. 
fa)  whether  as  a  babe,  a  boy  or  man.  His  development  was  wonderfully  har- 
onioos— physical,  intellectual  and  spiritual,  and  as  the  result  he  was  in  favor 
ithGod  (V.  40.)  The  only  incident  recorded  of  him  ere  he  eutered  upon  his 
blic  work  is  coutained  in  this  lesson.  Joseph  and  Mary  were  exemplary  in 
rir  attendance  upon  the  religious  ordinances  (V.  41.)  Twelve  years  (V.  42) 
age  was  the  age  of  responsibility  among  the  Jews.  4<  Tarried  "  (V.  43), 
>bably  not  knowing  when  the  caravan  started,  being  wholly  absorbed  in  what 
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he  now  saw  for  the  first  time.  The  absence  of  the  child  did  not  at  first 
sion  surprise  as  it  was  nam  rally  supposed  he  was  with  some  of  the  comply 
(V.  44.)  In  this  they  were  mistaken.  A  careful  search  was  made.  At  the  " 
of  the  third  day  (V.  46)  after  the  caravan  had  started,  he  was  found  in  one  4 
the  porches  of  the  temple,  availing  himself  of  the  opportunity  as  a  scholar 
learn  horn  the  ** doctors"  of  the  law.  The  language  does  not  represent Ji 
as  a  bold,  conceited  boy  endeavoring  to  puzzle  his  Ruperiois  and  display 
smartness,  but  an  earnest,  devout,  modest  searcher  afier  truth  (V  47, ) 
father"  (V.  48),  "my  Father"  (V.  49)  The  people  regarded  Joseph 
father  ;  he  kuew  his  heavenly  origin.  ••  His  parents  "  could  not  understand 
child.  Mary  treasured  up  his  sayings,  waiting  patiently  for  light.  JesuB  ~ 
oped  symmetrically  (V.  52.)  He  whs  justly  held  in  high  esteem.  No  one 
be  a  more  dutiful  son  than  was  he  (V.  51.)  Not  uulikely  Joseph  died 
after  this  and  the  support  of  Mary  devolved  on  him.  One  of  his  last  acts 
to  provide  for  that  mother  (John  19  :  27.) 

One  way  we  show  love  to  God  is  by  honoring  the  ordinances  of  his  bonce. 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  never  by  word  or  act  slighted  them.     'Tis  extreme  folly 
parents  to  expect  their  children  to  attend  church  if  they  themselves  are 
in  this  respect.    Symmetrical,  harmonious  development  should  be  the  aim 
parents  with  reference  to  their  children.     *4  Sana  mens  in  tano  eorport"  h* 
world  of  meaning.     The  good  child  is  not  necessarily  the  weak,  puny  child, 
boy  full  of  life,  energy  and  health  need  not  necessarily  lie  a  wild  boy. 
more  life  the  better,  provided  it  is  directed  into  right  channels.     It  is  a 
of  infinite  satisfaction  to  wise  parents  to  see  their  children  show  a  strong 
nation  to  know  and  do  what  is  right— far  more  than  to  learn  of  their  ad 
meut  in  position  or  influence  or  wealth  at  the  expense  ol  good  morals. 

Jesus  was  a  model  son.     As  long  as  he  was  in  the  home  he  was  subject 
"  his  parents"— "obedient,  reverent,  helpful,"  and  even  after  he  left  the  bom* 
enter  upon  his  great  mission,  he  was  not  unmindful  of  those  with  whom  for 
long  he  had  lived,  and  to  whom  he  was  so  much  indebted.    A  well  spent 
is  the  best  preparation  for  a  useful  life.     It  is  no  satisfaction  to  recall  in 
days  ''the  sins  of  youth. "     Psalm  25  :  7. 

Psalms  78  :  1-4;  84  :  8-12  ;  90  :  14-17. 

SHOUT  Kit    CATECHISM. 

Que*.  2.      What  ivle  lath  God  given  to  direct  us  how  toe  may  glorify  andti&l 
him  t  .  4 

An*.    The  word  of  God  which  is  contained  in  the  Scriptures  of  the  Oldaai J 
New  Testaments,  is  the  only  rule  to  direct  us  how  we  may  glorify  and  enjoy  W*^ 


I,r.SSO\    VI.— Align*!   .?• 


THE  BAPTISM  OF 

1.  The  beginning  of  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God  : 

2.  As  it  is  written  in  the  prophets, 
Behold,  1  send  my  messenger  belore 
thy  face,  which  shall  prepave  thy  way 
before  thee. 

3.  The  voice  of  one  crying  in  the 
wilderness,  Prepare  ye  the  way  of  the 
Lord,  make  his  paths  straight. 

4.  John  did  baptize  in  the  wilder- 
ness,  am!  preach  the  baptism  of  re- 
pentance for  the  remission  ol  sins. 

5.  And  there  went  out  unto  him  all 
the  land  of  Jiuhea,  and  they  of  Jerusa- 
lem, and  were  all  baptized  of  htm  in 
the  river  of  Jordan,  confessing  their 
sins. 

G.  And  John  was  clothed  with  ca- 
mel's hair,  and  with  a  girdle  of  a  skin 


JESUS.-Markl:  1-11. 

|  about  his  loins  ;  and  he  did  eat  locod* 
and  wild  honey  ; 

7.  And  preached,  saying,  That* 
cometh  one  mightier  than  I  after  ■* 
the  latchet  of  whose  shoes  I  am  DO* 
worthy  to  stoop  down  and  uulooae. 

8.  I  indeed  have  baptized  you  wiu 
!  water  :  but  he  shall  baptize  you  WW 
j  the  Holy  Ghost. 

0.  And  it  came  to  paas  in  thoaedayi 
that  Jesus  came  from  Nazareth  Q 
Galilee,  and  was  baptized  of  John  i 

i  Joidan. 

10*  And  straightway  coming  up  Ol 

1  of  the  water,  he  saw  the  heavei 
opened,  and  the  Spirit  like  a  dove  d 
scending  upon  him. 

i  11.  And  there  came  a  voice  fro 
heaven,  saying,  Thou  art  my  belon 

1  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased. 


Bible  Lessons. 
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«  Text  :  Thou  art  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased, — 
11. 

.  is  the  title  to  Mark's  gospel.  It  begins  with  the  account  of  the  fore- 
run. The  revised  version  connects  verses  2,  3  with  4.  John  is  called 
\  3)  as  being  the  instrument  through  whom  God  in  a  special  manuer 
'he  sum  and  substance  of  his  ministry  was  :     Repent,  turn  about,  give 

wicked  practices,    be   prepared    for    the    approach    of  the  coming 

His  preaching  was  most  effective.  Large  numbers  were  baptized 
•Vhat  a  strange,  austere  looking  man  John  was,  clothed  in  the  garments 
>re8t  class,  and  subsisting  on  the  most  simple  food.  What  a  noble  tes- 
•  Christ  he  bore  (V.  7.)  How  free  from  envy  was  he.  How  strikingly 
ediction  (V.  8)  was  fulfilled  (Acts  2:  2.)  V.  9  affords  another  illustra- 
te importance  our  Saviour  attached  to  the  ordinances  of  religion, 
ptism  is  administered  iu   the  right  spirit,  faith  being  in  lively  exer- 

not  expect  some  evideuca  that  God  accompanies  with  his  blessing  his 
lance?  Here  the  Father  (V.  11),  and  the  Spirit  (V.  10)  descending  as 
ightiug  upou  the  Saviour,  bore  testimony  to  his  divine  commission  aud 

the  ueeded  spiritual  strength  now  that  he  was  about  to  commence  his 
•rk.  The  quotation  is  from  the  second  Psalm.  Who  can  question  that 
Jesus  Christ  is  the  one  referred  to  in  it  in  the  light  of  such  testimony, 
■pel  is  good  news,  but  whether  or  not  good  news  to  us  depends  en- 
>u  the  reception  we  give  it.  The  Lord  is  coming.  Every  believer  should 
itly  preparing  the  way.  John  the  Baptists  are  needed  to-day.  Open, 
ofessiou  of  Christ  is  a  duty.  It  seems  strange  that  any  expect  to  be 
Christ  hereafter  who  refuse  to  acknowledge  him  as  their  Saviour  here. 
Holy  Spirit  is  like  a  dove,  gentle,  tender,  loving,  wooing,  attracting ; 
3  like  fire,  enlightening,  cheering,  life-giving,  sin-consuming."  We 
ptism  of  the  Spirit. 

are  we  the  sons  of  God."  What  a  privilege  !  What  responsibilities 
onship  brings  ! 

ire  three  persons  in  the  Godhead.     Here  all  appear, 
s  50:  1-6;  51  :  11-15;  40:6-9. 

8IIOKTBR   CATECHISM. 

What  do  the  Scriptures  principally  teach  t 
The  Scriptures  principally  teach  what  man  is  to  believe  concerning 
what  duty  God  requires  of  man. 


I,ESSO\    VII.— Angus!    12. 

TEMPTATION  OF  JKSUS. -Matthew  4  :  1-11. 


n   was  Jesus  led   up  of  the 

0  the  wilderness  to  be  tempt- 
devil. 

when  he  had  fasted  forty 
.  forty  nights,  he  was  after- 
hungered. 

.  when  the  tempter  came  to 
said,  If  thou  be  the  Son  of 
omaud  that  these  stones  be 
ad. 

he  answered  and  said,  It  is 
Man  shall  not  live  by  bread 
it  by  every  word  that  proceed - 
>f  the  mouth  of  God. 

m  the  devil  taketh  him  up  in- 
ly city,  and  setteth  lnm  on  a 
ot  the  temple, 

1  saith  unto  him,  If  thou  be 
of  God,  cast  thyself  down  : 
rritten,  He  shall  give  his  an- 


gels charge  concerning  thee :  and  in 
their  hands  they  shall  bear  thee  up, 
lest  at  any  time  thou  dash  thy  foot 
against  a  stone. 

7.  Jesus  said  unto  him,  It  is  written 
again,  Thou  shalt  not  tempt  the  Lord 
thy  God. 

8.  Again,  the  devil  taketh  him  up 
into  an  exceeding  high  mountain,  and 
showeth  him  all  the  kingdoms  ot  the 
world,  and  the  glory  of  them  ; 

0.  And  saith  unto  him,  All  these 
things  will  I  give  thee,  if  thou  wilt 
fall  down  and  worship  me. 

10.  Then  said  Jesus  unto  him,  Get 
thee  hence,  Satau  :  for  it  is  written, 
Thou  shalt  worship  the  Lord  thy  God, 
and  him  only  shalt  thou  serve. 

11.  Then  the  devil  leaveth  him,  and 
behold,  angels  came  and  ministered 
unto  him. 


N  Text  :   In  all  points  tempted  like  as  we  are}  yet  witJiout  sin. — Heb.  4:15. 
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This  is  not  the  only  temptation  to  which  Christ  was  exposed.  It  waaespe 
cially  severe  and  was  needed,  now  that  he  had  received  the  Spirit  aod  wu 
about  to  begin  his  life  of  trial.  It  was  the  Spirit  tbatconstrained  him  (V.  1 ) togo 
into  the  wilderness.  Asa  mle  seasons  of  special  spiritual  enjoyment  are  fol- 
lowed by  seasons  of  spiritual  trial.  It  is  also  true  that  the  career  of  many  • 
person  eminent  in  religious  undertakings  has  been  piectded  by  great  soul  de- 
pression. The  fast  lasted  foity  days  and  forty  nights  (V.  2.)  The  conflict  went 
on  all  that  time,  but  culminated  in  three  special  temptations  made  at  the  time 
when  the  weak  condition  of  the  Saviour  would  render  him  specially  susceptible 
to  them.  He  was  very  hungry.  The  stones  resembled  small  loaves  of  bread. 
He  could  turn  them  into  bread.  The  devil  suggested  that  ho  do  it  To  coo- 
ply  would  have  been  to  abuse  his  divine  power.  God  has  made  promises.  We 
can  trust  him  (Deut.  8:8.)  The  devil  next  strives  (V.  5)  to  have  him  do  *  pre- 
sumptuous act.  Scripture  is  quoted  (V.  6.)  The  Saviour  by  an  apt  quotation 
uncovers  the  tempter  and  exposes  his  deep  laid  scheme  (v.  7.)  In  the  third 
temptation  the  devil  proposed  a  short  cut  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  work 
Christ  had  come  to  perform.  He  would  give  the  Saviour  the  world  if  the  latter 
would  but  recognize  him  as  its  lawiul  lord  (V.  9.)  The  proposition  occasioned  aa 
indignant  reply  followed  by  the  quotation  of  another  Scripture  text  (V,  10.) 
No  wonder  the  devil  left  (V.  11),  and  angels  ministered  to  Christ.  Probably 
they  supplied  him  with  the  needed  refreshment. 

It  is  not  enough  to  be  acquainted  with  God's  word.  The  devil  quoted  it 
What  is  needed  is  both  thorough  acquaintance  with  it  and  implicit  belief  in  it 
He  who  understands,  believes  and  obeys  is  well  prepared  for  life's  battle,  wort 
and  trial. 

Temptations  frequently  come  when  least  expected  and  in  the  form  it  is  mof 
difficult  to  resist.  The  wise  plan  is  to  give  conscience  the  benefit  of  the  doubt; 
and  to  do  only  what  we  know  God  will  approve. 

There  is  a  devil.  One  of  the  most  dangerous  and  cunuing  of  all  forma 
temptation  is  that  which  persuades  men  there  is  none.  Where  such  a  belie 
prevails  the  adversary  has  everything  his  own  way. 

Angel  and  devil  will  not  dwell  in  the  same  place.  When  the  former  is  drivei 
away  the  latter  will  come  and  minister. 

How  much  reason  we  have  to  rejoice  that  our  Saviour  was  tempted  in  al 
things  like  as  we  are,  yet  without  sin. 

Psalms  95:  6-11  ;  19  :  8-11 ;  34  :  18-22. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  4     What  is  God? 

Ans.  God  is  a  spirit,  infinite,  eternal,  and  unchangeable,  in  his  being,  wifi 
dom,  power,  holiness,  justice,  goodness,  and  truth. 


j 


T  E  M  S 


The  sugar  trust  investigation  committee  of  the  United  States  Senate,  hi 
caught  up' Senator  Quay,  of  Pennsylvania,  as  speculating  in  sugar  trust  stocl 

The  president  of  the  Presbyterian  Hospital,  Chicago,  is  a  defaulter.  Heal 
misappropriated  about  $00,000  of  the  funds  in  his  hands.  The  trustees  htf 
recovered  $19,000.  _____     

Our  Banner,  edited  and  published  by  Rev.  N.  R.  Johnston,  has  been  dispos 
ot  to  the  publisher  of  The  Christian  Nation.  The  June  number  of  Our  Bant 
concludes  the  issues. 

Thr  annual  commencement  of  the  University  of  Wooster,  Ohio,  Rev,  Dr. 
F.  Scovcl,  president,  was  held  June  14,  1894.  Among  the  degrees  conferred* 
that  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy,  on  Rev.  Samuel  G.  Shaw,  the  pastor  at  WaltK 
New  York.  This  was  not  a  degree  causa  honoris,  but  we  might  say,  ca\ 
laboris,  Mr.  Shaw  having  graduated  in  the  Post  Graduate  Department,  ale 
with  eight  others.     Mr.  Shaw  took  course  A. 
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Pittsburgh  Presbytery  will  hold  a  special  meeting  on  Tuesday,  Juue  26, 
1891,  ten  a  m.,  iu  college  chapel  to  attend  to  the  ordination  and  installation  of 
Mr.  H.  G.  Foster.  • 

Rev.  Dr.  James  Martin,  of  Antioo.h,  Syria,  and  his  wife  are  speuding  the  hot 
easoo  in  Ireland.  It  is  expected  that  Mr.  William  Nevin,  sou  of  the  late  Rev. 
)r.  Robert  Nevin,  of  Londonderry,  will  be  ordained  in  November,  and  go  with 
hem,  when  they  return  to  the  mission  field. 


Mrs.  Rebecca  Brown,  a  member  of  the  1st  Philadelphia  congregation,  has 
Bssed  over  her  personal  property  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Synod,  interest 
hereon  to  be  paid  to  her  by  the  Board  during  her  life,  and  the  money  lo  be  divided 
it  ber  decease  among  certain  specified  funds  of  the  church.  Mrs.  Brown  has 
Men  spared  to  a  good  old  age,  and  follows  up  her  continued  and  devoted  in- 
terest in  the  work  of  the  Covenanter  Church,  by  this  gift  of  her  means,  for  the 
ante  of  Christ. 

The  Ladies'  Missionary  Society,  of  Pittsburgh  Presbytery,  held  a  successful 
meeting  in  the  Wilkinsburg  church.  (Rev.  U.  0.  Wylie,  pastor),  on  Thursday 
md  Friday,  May  24th  and  2oih.  Thursday  evening  there  were  gathered  on  the 
Retrain  Dr.  David  Metheny  and  Miss  Evadne  Sterrett,  of  the  Mersine  Mission, 
Miss  Maltie  B.  Edgar,  of  the  Latakiyeh  Mission,  Rev.  W.  W.  Carithers  and 
*ifc,  of  the  Iudian  Mission,  and  Miss  M.  McCartney,  of  the  Southern  Mission. 
The  large  audience  listened  with  delight  and  profit  to  their  words.  Mrs.  R.  C. 
Wylie  presided. 

• 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  met  in  Saratoga,  in  May. 
The  appeal  of  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  P.  Smith,  formerly  of  Lane  Seminary,  was  heard. 
The  vote  was  :  to  sustain  the  appeal,  f>4  ;  to  sustain  in  part,  41  ;  not  to  sustain, 
£4.  The  Plan  of  Federation  was  overtured  to  the  presbyteries.  Steps  were 
takeo  to  secure  for  the  Presbyterian  Church,  as  represented  by  the  General 
Assembly,  more  direct  relations  with  the  Theological  Seminaries  and  more  con- 
trol. This  is  the  outcome  of  the  experience  as  to  Union  and  Lane.  The  ad- 
vanced grouud  on  temperance  was  held,  in  condemning  party  alliance  with  the 
saloon.  The  next  assembly  is  to  meet  iu  Pittsburgh.  Dr.  Mutchmore  of  the 
Presbyterian  was  moderator,  a  just  tribute  to  the  course  of  that  paper  through 
*H  these  troubles  in  the  Presbyterian  Church. 


The  General  Assembly  of  the  United   Presbyterian  Church  met   in  Albany, 
Oregon,  iu  May.     Rev.  Dr.  John  A.  Wilson,  Professor  in   the  Allegheny  Semi- 
^ry,  was   Moderator.      The    Board    of    Home    Missions    was   "imperatively 
Erected  to  refuse  aid  to  any  congregation  the  property  of  which  is  not  secured  to 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church,"  and  it  was  also  resolved  "that  hereafter  the 
failure  of  any  mission  to  make  a   lcasonablc   contiibutiou  to  all  the    Mission 
Boards  of  the  church,  shall  operate  as  a  barrier  to  the  granting  of  its  request  for 
*M.'f  The  report  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  showed  "that  there  had  been  a 
heavy  deficit  in  the  accounts  of  the  late  treasurer.     The  total  amount  from  about 
January,    1891.   until   last  summer   was   $05,240.40.     The   Hoard   obtained   full 
security  for  the  amount.     Some  of  this  cannot  be  realized  upon  at  once,  but  it  is 
believed  that  there  will  he  no  loss  whatever.     If  there  should    he  any  deficit  in 
the  assets,  the  security  by  the  bondsmen   will,  without  doubt,   cover  all  loss 
Hie  report  states  that  the  ex-treasurer  gave  all  assistance  in  the  investigation 
ind  settlement.     The  whole  case  is  one  of  inexpressible  sadness.     The  treasurer 
ras  a  man  universally  esteemed  and  loved  most  by  those  nearest   to  him.     The 
blowing  action  was  taken  by  the  Assembly:     1.     We  commend  the  promptness 
rith    which   the    Hoard,   upon   discovering   the  deficit,    took   measmes  to  pro- 
set  its  treasury  from  loss.     2.    We  condemn  the  Hoard  for  its  failure  to  exercise 
ae  care  in  auditing  the  accounts  of  its  treasurer,   and  in  scrutinizing    the  in- 
Mment  of  its  funds     3.     We  approve  of  the  new  rules  of  ti nance,   adopted  by 
te  Board,  as  affording  a  check  upon  dishonesty,  and  insuring  its  prompt  dis- 
•very  it  practised.' ' 
The  Assembly  adjourned  to  meet  in  the  6th  Church,  Pittsburgh,  in  1895. 
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Resolutions  of  L.  M.S.  of  Clariuda  Reformed  Presbyterian  congregation  on 
the  death  ot  Mus  Eliza  Guy  I'outku,  who  died  at  her  home  in  Clarinda,  Iowa, 
in  the  eighty- first  year  of  her  age. 

Wjiekkas,  God  in  liis  providence  has  again  entered  our  circle  and  called  from 
time  to  eternity  .Mrs.  Eliza  Guy  Porter,  an  humble  and  sincere  Christian,  a  faith- 
lulwife,  a  hiving  mother,  and  a  kind  friend.     Therefore, 

Hi  wived,  1.  That  while  we  as  a  society,  feel  the  loss  ot  a  much  loved  sister, 
we  humbly  submit  to  the  will  of  him  who  doelh  all  things  well. 

Rf  solved,  2.  '1  hat  we  hereby  express  our  appreciation  of  her  high  Christian 
character,  and  her  willingness  to  promote  every  good  work. 

Rewired,  3.  That  we  feel  admonished  to  greater  diligence,  and  to  be  prepared 
for  the  coming  of  the  Lord. 

Resolved,  4.  That  we  tender  our  sincere  sympathy  to  the  bereaved  family  and 
friends.  Mhs/Bkllk"  Tihmx,  i  ,,  . 

Mies.  Jkssib  McKkownJ  ™Mmi •"*■ 

STtiiu.ixu,  X.  V.,  congregation  has  been  called  to  mourn  the  loss  of  one  of] 
its  most  honored  members.  Ki.dkk  M.  W.  Calvkkt  was  called  to  his  reward 
March  2:2,  1*94.  His  disease  was  an  affection  of  the  heart  with  other  complica- 
tions. His  last  attendance  upon  the  puolic  ordinances  was  on  Thanksgiving 
day.  and  trom  that,  time  until  the  day  of  his  death  he  was  scarcely  able  to  leave 
his  room.  During  the  last  six  weeks  of  his  sickness  the  disease  took  the  form 
of  pneumonia  after  which  it  became  dropsical.  Toward  the  hist  he  suffered  great 
pain,  but  during  all  he  was  never  heard  to  murmur  or  complain.  He  longed  to 
depart  and  he  with  Jesus,  for  he  knew  it  was  better.  He  died  with  a  full  assur- 
ance ol  a  personal  interest  in  Christ.     His  latter  end  was  peace. 

Elder  Calvert,  was  born  in  South  Cortland,  Cortland  county,  New  York,  March 
28,  18-11.  In  1848  he  married  Miss  Mary  Lamont,  an  aunt  of  Secretary  of  War 
Lamont,  and  moved  in  the  spring  of  ISiiU  into  the  bounds  of  Sterling  congrega- 
tion, uniting  with  the  chinch  the  following  year.  In  1850  he  was  elected  to  the 
office  of  ruling  elder,  which  office  he  tilled  with  greit  acceptance.  He  was  a 
wise  counselor,  a  man  of  uood  judgment  and  willing  at  all  times  to  aid  in  the 
advancement  of  the  Master's  cause,  lie  leaves  behind  him  a  loving  wife  and 
two  grown  children,  a  son  and  daughter.  Tin*  son  is  the  only  surviving  deacon 
in  the  roiigrcgaiion.  Our  brother  will  be  misled  in  the  home,  in  the  church  and 
in  the  session,  hut.  he  will  be  welcomed  with  acclamations  of  joy  into  the  hosts 
of  the  icdccmcd.  *•  lib ->scd  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord."  The  mem- 
b«Ts  of  *e.»Mon  desire  to  show  their  appreciation  of  the  departed  brother  in  the 
following  ai'tion  : 

1.  We  desire  to  bear  testimony  to  the  most  excellent  life  which  our  brother 
lived,  ile  realized  that  lite  was  indeed  a  battle  and  that  he  only  could  win  who 
was  light iiiLr  on  the  Lord's  side,  lie  loved  the  church  and  was  interested  in  all 
her  lines  of  work,  and  was  always  leady  to  further  the  interest  of  the  church  ill 
way.  He  was  ptuicmal  in  In-  attendance  upon  the  public  ouiiuances,  and  with 
lew  exception*  was  always  louud  in  his  place,  always  ready  to  testify  to  the  great 
spiritual  value  received  trom  a  proper  waiting  upon  Hod. 

2.  We  desire  to  testify  to  his  liiness  lor  t lie  office  which  he  tilled.  He  reali- 
Zed  the  importance  ol  the  work  of  the  office,  and  teared  lest  his  whole  duty 
would  not  be  pcrfoimed  Nothing  hut  sickness  kept  him  away  from  meetings 
of  session.  His  counsels  and  words  of  instructions  were  always  listened  to  with 
prut  it. 

:;.  We  desire  to  testify  to  the  good  iiitluence  executed  by  him  in  his  life.  The 
world  recognized  that  he  "  walked  with  Jesus."  Careful  in  all  his  dealings, 
weighing  hotir.stly  every  action,  he  had  won  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the 
whole  neighborhood  in  which  he  lived.  His  life  and  intluence  will  l>e  missed  ill 
the  neighborhood,  but  we  trust  that  lie  lias  sown  some  seed  that  will  spring  up 
in  some  heart  and  bring  it  to  Chrbt. 

4.  We  desiie  to  tender  to  the  sorrowing  wife  and  children  our  sympathy  and 
commend  them  to  God  and  the  "word  of  his  grace." 

J.  C.  French,  Mod. 

John  Huntkb,  Clerk, 
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THE    MODERATOR'S    SERMON.* 


BY  REV.  A.   J.  m'FARLAXD,  D.  D, 

iftt  day  shall  the  Lord  of  Hosts  be  for  a  crown  of  glory,  and  for  a  diadem 
ity,  unto  the  residue  of  his  people,  and  for  a  spirit  of  judgment  to  him 
Lteth  In  judgment,  and  for  strength  to  them  that  turn  the  battle  to  the 
Isaiah  28  : 5,  6. 

an  oasis  in  the  desert,  so  are  these  verses  with  their  rich  and 
ing  assurances  of  divine  favor  in  a  context  dark  with  the  fore- 
f  terrible  judgment  soon  to  be  executed.  A  long  persistence 
ourse  of  daring  and  aggravated  transgression  had  ripened  the 
lom  of  Israel  for  national  overthrow.  Through  gross  idolatry 
sensuality  "the  crown  of  pride"  was  soon  to  be  "trodden 
1  feet."  The  "  glorious  beauty  "  which  wa*  "  on  the  head  of 
it  valley"  was  soon  to  become  "a  fading  flower."  The  wrath- 
ouds  closing  around  Samaria,  the  city  of  wealth,  magnificence 
nxury,  were  about  to  burst  and  descend  in  hurtling  hail,  furious 
3st  and  overflowing  flood.  The  "  hail  "  would  "  sweep  away 
•efuge  of  lies,"  and  the  "  waters  "  would  "  overflow  the  hiding 
."  The  boasted  covenant  with  death  would  "be  disannulled," 
he  "agreement  with  hell  "  should  not  stand  in  the  day  that 
would  lay  "judgment  to  the  line,"  and  "righteousness  to  the 
met." 

at  horrible  scourge,  the  Assyrian  invasion,  the  Lord's 
;hty  and  strong  one,"  was  about  to  be  sent  forth  against  the 
celess  and  doomed  northern  kingdom.  This  outrivaling 
lity  was  the  forewarned  outcome  of  their  incorrigible  wicked- 
the  matured  harvest  of  their  own  evil  sowing.  They  had 
sed  God,  and  now  they  are  rejected  by  him.  J  n  their  pride 
trusted  to  themselves,  and  now,  a3  sheep  in  an  unprotected 
they  are  to  be  the  easy  prey  of  the  Assyrian  wolf.  They  had 
the  wind,  and  now  they  are  to  be  carried  away  by  the  whirl- 
» 
t   while  the   kingdom    of    Israel    was   in   its  death   agony . 

etched  at  the  opening  of  Synod  in  the  2d  Philadelphia  church,  May  30, 1894. 
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while  the  fire,  and  sword  and  fetters  of  the  proud  Assyrian  wer< 
combined  to  throw  into  that  death  scene  all  possible  horror,  at  the 
same  time,  "in  that  day,'1  the  contiguous  little  kingdom  of  Judah, 
the  "residue  of  the  Lord's  people,"  was  signally  enjoying  the  favor 
of  God.  In  the  language  of  the  text  the  Lord  of  hosts  was  to  it 
"  for  a  crown  of  glory,  and  for  a  diadem  of  beauty,  and  for  a  spirit 
of  judgment  to  him  that  sitteth  in  judgment,  and  for  strength  to 
them  that  turn  the  battle  to  the  gate." 

Let  us  first  notice: 

1.  The  moral  condition  at  this  time  of  the  kingdoms  of  Israel 
and  Judah. 

In  order  to  undersiand  clearly  the  reason  for  the  great  contrast 
in  the  outward  condition  at  this  time  of  the  two  kingdoms,  it  is 
necessary  to  have  in  mind  the  great  moral  difference  that  character- 
ized them.  "  In  that  day  "  Hoshea  was  king  of  Israel.  He  and 
his  people  had  "sinned  against  the  Lord  and  feared  other  gods." 
They  had  "  walked  in  the  statutes  of  the  heathen,"  and  had  "built 
them  high  places  in  all  their  cities."  They  had  "  set  up  images 
and  groves  in  every  high  hill,  and  under  every  green  tree,  and  had 
burnt  incense  as  did  the  heathen  whom  the  Lord  had  carried  away 
before  them."  "  They  had  wrought  wicked  things  to  provoke  the 
Lord  to  anger." 

They  had  been  duly  warned,  by  the  faithful  testimony  of  the 
Lord's  prophets,  of  the  dire  judgments  that  would  befall  the  king- 
dom if  they  did  not  repent.  All  these  solemn  warnings  and  en- 
treaties were  for  the  most  part  regarded  with  laughing  scorn  and 
mockery.  They  hardened  their  necks  against  the  Lord.  They  re- 
jected his  statutes.  They  followed  vanity.  "  Therefore  the  Lord 
was  very  angry  with  Israel,  and  removed  them  out  of  his  sight." 
Such  in  brief  was  the  moral  condition  of  the  kingdom  of  Israel. 

On  the  other  hand,  u  in  that  day,"  Hezekiah  was  king  of  Judab. 
lie  came  to  the  throne  in  the  third  year  of  the  reign  of  Hosheai 
king  of  Israel.  As  soon  as  he  became  king,  he  showed  that  he  bad 
been  profoundly  impressed  by  the  solemn  warnings  and  expostula- 
tions of  Isaiah  and  other  prophets.  He  alone  of  all  the  kings  of 
Judah  received  the  high  enconium  of  having  done  right  as  David 
his  father  had  done. 

His  first  act  of  royal  authority  was  the  re-establishment  of  the 
true  religion.  He  set  about  it  promptly,  "in  the  first  year  of  his 
reign,  in  the  first  month."  He  opened  the  long  closed  doors  of  the 
bouse  of  the  Lord  and  repaired  them.  He  assembled  the  priests 
and  Levites,  and  in  a  pathetic  and  earnest  address,  he  laid  before 
them  the  deplorable  state  of  religion  in  the  kingdom.  He  showed 
the  sad  consequences  of  the  neglect  and  decay  of  religion.  He 
declared  his  earnest  purpose  to  promote  the  true  religion.  He 
plainly  reminded  them  of  their  duty  and  used  his  authority  to 
stir  them  up  to  its  prompt  and  faithful  discharge. 

Imbued  with  his  spirit,  the  Levites  and  priests  at  once  set  about 
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(he  work  of  cleansing  the  temple.  In  sixteen  days  they  reported 
to  (he  king  that  they  had  fully  accomplished  the  work.  Every- 
thing that  had  been  profaned,  the  house  of  the  Lord,  the  altar  of 
burnt  offering  and  its  vessels,  the  shew-bread  table  and  its  vessels, 
lod  all  the  vessels  which  King  Ahaz  had  cast  away,  weie  sanctified 
iccording  to  law,  and  ready  again  for  use  in  the  service  of  God. 

Early  the  following  day  King  Hezekiah  called  a  solemn  assembly 
o  meet  him  at  the  temple.  By  his  order  sin  offerings  were  sacri- 
iced  on  the  altar  of  the  Lord,  "for  the  kingdom,  and  for  the  sane- 
aary,  and  for  J;tdah."  The  king  and  the  representatives  of  the 
people  "laid  their  hands"  on  the  "heads  of  the  sin  offerings," 
hereby  publicly  confessing  their  guilt  and  imploring  the  divine 
orgiveness. 

This  work  of  sacrificing  was  accompanied  by  the  divinely 
ppointed  praise  service  which  bad  long  been  neglected.  In  this 
ervice  the  king  and  his  princes  participated,  singing  praises  with 
ladness  and  reverently  bowing  their  heads. 

This  restoration  of  the  temple  service  was  not  to  end  with  that 
ay.  It  was  to  be  continually  kept  up.  And  to  this  duty  the  king 
ailed  his  people.  They  heartily  and  generously  responded  in 
acrifices,  thank  offerings  and  burnt  offerings.  So  the  service  of  the 
ouse  of  the  Lord  was  set  all  in  order,  and  the  king  rejoiced  as  he 
aw  such  speedy  aud  gratifying  success  through  the  blessing  of 
iod  attend  his  efforts. 

Encouraged  by  this  auspicious  beginning,  the  king  issued  at  once 
lis  proclamation  to  all  Israel  and  Judah  to  come  to  the  house  of 
he  Lord  at  Jerusalem,  and  keep  the  passover.  The  |>eople  of 
fiulah  as  one  heart  obeyed  the  commandment  of  the  king  and  his 
►rinces. 

Special  effort  was  made  to  secure  the  presence  at  this  feast  of  the 
>eopleof  the  northern  kingdom.  The  king's  proclamation  to  them 
ras  urged  by  such  arguments  as  these.  They  were  the  same  cove- 
ant  people.  They  had  seen  the  judgments  which  had  been 
ecently  visited  upon  their  fathers  who  had  transgressed  against  the 
iord.  They  were  themselves  only  a  remnant  that  had  escaped 
oni  the  hands  of  the  king  of  Assyria.  This  was  the  only  way  to 
irn  away  the  fierceness  of  God's  anger  from  them.  If  they  would 
iturn  to  God  in  the  way  of  duty,  he  would  return  to  them  in  the 
ay  of  mercy.  Their  brethren  and  their  children  who  were  led 
to  captivity  would  enjoy  the  compassionate  regard  of  their  cap- 
rs,  and  very  probably  be  granted  their  liberty  to  return  to  their 
rn  land. 

This  pathetic  and  powerful  plea  was  generally  disregarded  by  the 
ople  of  Israel,  but  some  from  Aslier,  Manasseh  and  Zebulon 
i m bled  themselves,  and  came  to  Jerusalem.  The  feast  was  kept 
th  gladness,  and  when  the  seven  days  were  ended,  so  great  had 
en  the  comfort  they  had  in  it,  the  whole  assembly  took  counsel  to 
ep  other  seven  days.     In  their   revived  devotion   they   would 
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repeat  the  long  neglected  national  feast.  All  the  people,  and  not 
less  the  strangers  in  attendance,  rejoiced,  for  since  the  time  of  Solo- 
mon there  was  not  the  like  in  Jerusalem. 

As  indication  of  the  reality  and  thoroughness  of  this  revival  of 
religion,  the  people,  at  the  close  of  this  protracted  and  deeply  im- 
pressive service,  and  under  the  commandment  of  the  king,  went 
out  to  the  cities  of  Judah  and  broke  the  images  in  pieces,  and  cut 
down  the  groves,  and  threw  down  the  high  places,  and  the  altars 
out  of  all  Judah  and  Benjamin,  and  so  far  as  they  had  power,  out 
of  Ephraim  and  Manasseh,  until  they  had  utterly  destroyed  them  all. 

King  Hezekiah  also  brake  in  pieces  the  brazen  serpent  that 
Moses  had  made,  to  which  unto  those  days  the  children  of  Israel 
had  burnt  incense.  In  his  pious  zeal  for  the  honour  of  God,  the 
king  forbade  the  people  to  worship  it,  and  to  overcome  their  super- 
stitious regard  for  it  he  called  it  Nehustan,  thereby  declaring  that 
it  was  nothing  but  "  a  piece  of  brass/'  that  it  was  a  most  silly  and 
wicked  act  to  worship. 

Hezekiah  moreover  appropriated  a  liberal  portion  of  his  royal 
revenue  for  the  support  of  the  revived  and  restored  temple  service. 
He  also  required  the  people  of  Jerusalem,  who  being  nearest  to  the 
temple,  were  most  highly  privileged,  to  give  the  portion  of  the 
priests  and  Levites  that  they  might  be  encouraged  in  the  law  of  the 
Lord. 

Having  thus  cleansed  the  temple  and  restored  religion  to  its  right 
place,  and  having  done  everything  possible  to  rid  the  land  of  its 
idolatry,  the  king  then  turned  his  attention  to  the  civil  interests  of 
his  kingdom.     He  first  sought  to  revive  the  theocratic  spirit  in  the 
nation.     Ilaving  it  in  his  own  heart  to  u  make  a  covenant  with  the 
Lord  God  of  Israel,"  he  strove  to  arouse  the  same  holy  purpose  in 
the  hearts  of  his  people.     lie  associated  with  himself  in  the  national 
administration  those  who  like  himself  trusted  in  God.     He  honored 
with  his  most  profound  regard  and  unswerving  confidence  Isaiah,  ; 
that  faithful  servant  of  the  Lord,  who  in  his  long  prophetic  caieef  j 
displayed  such  great  earnestness,  daring  boldness  and  uncompro-  ! 
mising  firmness  in  whatever  concerned  the  honor  of  God  and  the 
true  religion,  as  easily  placed  him  first  among  the  Lord's  prophets. 

Such  was  the  moral  condition  of  the  kingdom  of  Judah  "in  that 
day."  As  a  genuine  son  of  David,  the  good  king  Ilezekiah  sought 
by  a  thorough  reformation  in  both  church  and  state  to  restore  the 
kingdom  to  what  it  was  under  the  reign  of  David. 

Let  us  consider  in  the  second  place, 

II.  The  Lord's  blessed  manifestations  promised  to  the  faithful 
"  residue  of  his  people." 

From  this  brief  review  of  the  state  of  the  civil  and  ecclesiastical 
affairs  in  the  kingdom  of  Judah  we  can  easily  apprehend  the 
grounds  for  those  divine  manifestations  whereby  the  reformatory 
efforts  of  the  king  were  so  signally  commended  and  rendered  effec- 
tive.    The  story  of  the  fulfillment  and  realization  of  these  prom- 
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manifestations  is  a  word-picture  of  marvellous  beauty  and 
thrilling  interest,  and  an  object-lesson  abounding  in  most  valuable 
and  timely  instruction. 

1.  The  Lord  would  be  "  for  a  crown  of  glory  ,f  to  the  residue 
of  his  people.  King  Hezekiah  was  made  to  enjoy  the  special 
presence  of  God,  so  that  he  achieved  wonderful  success  in  all  his 
enterprises.  The  Lord  was  with  him  and  he  prospered  whitherso- 
ever he  went.  The  Lord  assumed  the  special  defence  of  the  city  of 
Jerusalem,  and  so  delivered  it  by  his  power  out  of  the  hand  of  the 
Assyrian,  as  to  rescue  the  nation  from  that  contempt  in  which  it 
iad  been  held.  This  is  the  story  in  brief  of  that  wonderful  deliv- 
erance: After  subduing  all  the  surrounding  nations  and  subjugat- 
Dg  all  the  other  fortified  towns  of  Judah,  the  haughty  conqueror 
ed  his  vast  veteran  army  against  Jerusalem.  Before  making  that 
issault,  which  in  all  other  cases  had  been  so  successful,  he  sent  to 
.he  beseiged  an  insulting  message  full  of  boasting  as  to  his  power 
is  well  as  of  reproach  and  blasphemy  against  the  living  God.  This 
nsulting  message  King  Hezekiah  took  to  the  house  of  the  Lord, 
rod  spread  it  before  the  Lord,  and  fervently  besought  the  Lord's 
ieliverance.  The  Lord  gave  him  a  speedy  answer  of  peace.  By 
;he  mouth  of  his  prophet  he  assures  Hezekiah  that  the  king  of 
Assyria  "shall  not  come  into  this  city,  nor  shoot  an  arrow  there, 
aor  come  before  it  with  shield,  nor  cast  a  bank  against  it."  "  I  will 
lefend  this  city  to  save  it  for  mine  own  sake.  1  will  put  my  hook 
in  bis  nose,  and  my  bridle  in  his  lips,  and  will  turn  him  back  by 
:he  way  he  came."  And  that  night  the  angel  of  the  Lord  went 
Forth  and  smote  in  the  camp  of  the  Assyrians  an  hundred  and  four 
wore  and  five  thousand  men.  So  the  king  of  Assyria  returned 
with  shame  to  his  own  land.  "The  heathen  raged,  the  kingdoms 
were  moved,  the  Lord  uttered  his  voice,  the  earth  melted. " 

Not  less  signally  was  the  Lord  for  a  "crown  of  glory"  to  the 
'esidue  of  his  people  by  healing  the  king  when  sick  unto  death  and 
)rolonging  his  life.  This  was  done  in  a  way  so  manifestly  miracu- 
ous  as  to  secure  for  the  true  God  not  only  the  praise  and  thanks  of 
•he  king  and  his  people,  but  the  homage  of  even  the  sun-worship- 
pers of  Babylon.  The  king  had  craved  of  the  Lord  a  "  sign  "  that 
his  prayer  for  healing  would  be  answered.  The  Lord  graciously 
gave  him  his  choice  whether  the  "shadow  "  should  go  "  backward  " 
or"  forward"  "  ten .  degrees  on  the  dial  of  Ahaz.  He  chose  that 
which  would  seem  more  contrary  to  nature,  and  asked  that  the 
abadow  go  back  ten  degrees.  This  astronomical  "  wonder  "  would 
appear  to  have  been  widely  known.  Ambassadors  came  from  Baby- 
Ion  with  presents  to  "enquire  of  the  wonder  that  was  done  in  the 
land."  So  was  spread  abroad  in  the  surrounding  lands  the  glory 
>f  the  true  God,  and  of  the  little  kingdom  he  had  so  marvellously 
avored. 

2.  The  Lord  would  also  be  "  for  a  diadem  of  beauty  "  to  the  resi- 
loe  of  his  people.     Not  only  would  it  be  made  to  appear  that  the 
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"  g'ory  "  of  the  kingdom  was  from  the  Lord,  but  no  less  would  it 
be  made  evident  that  its  "  beauty  "  was  derived  from  his  favor.  By 
the  Lord's  protecting  presence  and  power  the  little  kingdom  of 
Judah  was  known  among  all  the  nations  as  the  unconquerable  king- 
dom. The  Lord  of  hosts  was  with  it,  the  God  of  Jacob  was  its 
refuge. 

But  by  his  favor  the  kingdom  should  be  also  a  delightsome  land. 
It  was  "  married  to  the  Lord,"  and  u  his  delight  was  in  it."  Loug 
"  forsaken  "  and  "  desolate,"  it  should  be  called  "  Hephzibah  "  and 
"  Beulah."  The  hand  of  God  was  with  the  king  in  all  his  work  of 
reform,  whereby  the  people  had  one  heart  to  do  his  commandment 
The  revival  of  religion  brought  such  joy  to  the  people  as  had  not 
been  felt  since  the  days  of  Solomon.  Because  of  the  manifest 
divine  favor  and  protection  vouchsafed  the  nation,  many  brought 
rich  presents  to  the  king  of  Judah,  so  that  he  was  magnified  in  the 
sight  of  all  nations.  The  heaven-favored  land  in  its  peace,  pros- 
perity and  power  was  no  longer  the  object  of  the  scorn  and  con- 
tempt of  mighty  and  proud  nations,  but  was  regarded  by  all  with 
the  profoundest  admiration  and  respect.  Its  friendship  was  much 
sought  after,  and  alliance  with  it  was  highly  prized  by  the  greatest 
nations. 

3.  The  Lord  would  be  "  for  a  spirit  of  judgment  to  him  that 
sitteth  in  judgment."  The  king  occupied  the  chief  seat  of  judg- 
ment. In  him  under  God  and  by  his  authority,  resided  all  the 
powers  of  government.  Being  disposed  by  divine  grace  from  the 
beginning  of  his  reign  to  have  his  administration  in  all  things  con- 
formed to  the  divine  will,  God  was  in  reality  the  lawgiver,  supreme 
judge  and  chief  executive  of  the  nation.  As  God  gave  to  King 
Solomon  a  "  wise  and  understanding  heart,"  so  that  he  could  "judge 
the  people  "  and  be  able  to  discern  between  good  and  bad,  in  like 
manner  was  there  given  to  King  Hezekiah  a  spirit  of  wise  discern- 
ment and  judgment.  In  the  vast  and  thorough  work  of  reform 
which  he  inaugurated  and  carried  out  so  successfully,  there  were 
demanded  the  highest  gifts  of  mind  and  heart.  To  so  devise  and 
execute  as  to  have  his  enterprises  free  from  mistake  or  failure,  and 
assure  the  highest  well-being  of  his  kingdom,  could  be  the  result 
of  no  mere  human  counsel.  He  trusted  in  the  Lord  and  committed 
his  way  unto  him  so  unreservedly  that  the  Lord  was  as  truly  the 
leader  of  the  nation  by  the  counsel  of  his  prophets  and  by  the 
direct  influence  of  his  Spirit,  as  he  was  when  it  went  forth  into  the 
wilderness  under  the  hand  of  Moses. 

4.  The  Lord  would  be  "  for  strength  to  them  that  turn  the  bat- 
tle to  the  gate."  After  having  successfully  carried  through  his 
measures  of  reform,  Hezekiah  set  himself  to  put  Jerusalem,  his 
capital  city,  in  the  best  possible  state  of  preparation  to  withstand 
that  assault  which  was  evidently  purposed  by  the  Assyrian  king. 
His  trust  in  God  did  not  render  him  indifferent  to  his  duty.  Be 
recognized  the   necessity  of  using  all   the   means  which   God  had 
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,  within  his  reach.     Whatever  he  could  do,  he  felt  it  was  his 

0  do.  "^Z 
:ing  counsel  with  his  princes  and  mighty  men,  and  securing 
iarty  co-operation  both  of  them  and  the  people,  he  stopped 
j  fountains  which  were  without  the  city ;  he  built  up  all  the 
bat  was  broken  down,  and  raised  it  up  to  the  tower ;  he  built 
)T  wall  without ;  lie  made  darts  and  shields  in  abundance  ;  he 
) tains  of  war  over  the  people ;  he  gathered  them  together  and 

to  their  hearts  in  these  inspiring  words :     u  Be  strong  and 
'eons,  be  not  afraid  nor  dismayed  for  the  king  of  Assyria,  nor 

1  the  multitude  that  is  with  him,  for  there  be  more  with  us 
with  him.  With  him  is  an  arm  of  flesh,  but  with  us  is  the 
>ur  God  to  help  us  and  fight  our  battles."  And  the  people 
.  themselves  upon  the  wcrds  of  their  God-fearing  king. 

God  was  strength  to  the  nation  also  in  its  aggressive  war- 
The  yoke  of  the  king  of  Assyria  was  cast  off.  The  Philis- 
vere  smitten  "  even  unto  Gaza  and  the  borders  thereof  to  the 
of  the  watchmen  and  the  fenced  cities."  Having  purged  out 
rruptions  his  father  had  brought  in,  he  was  enabled  to  recover 
ssessions  his  father  had  lost. 

[TO  BE  CONTINUED.] 


MISSION  OF  THE  COVENANT  TO  THE  ISRAELITES* 


BY  REV.  J.  C.  M'FKETEHS. 


he  children  of  Israel  shall  abide  many  days  without  a  king,  and  without 
3,  and  without  a  sacrifice,  and  without  an  image,  and  without  an  ephod, 
thout  te  rap  him  :  afterward  shall  the  children  of  Israel  return,  and  seek 
d  their  God,  and  David  their  king  ;  and  shall  tear  the  Lord  and  his  good- 
the  latter  days. — Hosea  3:  4,  5. 

se  words  direct  our  attention  to  the  Lord's  purpose  concerning 

iople  of  Israel,  and  our  duty  to  them,  in   the  great  work  of 

conversion.     The  text  is  prophetic.     The  prophet  told  these 

about  the  people  of  Israel  near  200  years  before  the  captivity; 

800  years  before  Christ;  almost  2,700  years  ago.     The  pre- 

i   is  that  Israel  shall  abide  many  days  without  a  king,  and 

it  a  priuce,  and  afterward  return  to  the  Lord. 

\y  days  mean  many  days.     Since  the  overthrow  of  Jerusalem 

.us,  more  than    1,800  years  ago,  they  have  been  without  all 

herein  specified.     They  have  been  all  these  centuries  with- 

organized  civil  state  ;  without  a  vital  religion  with  its  officers 

dinances;    and  without  revelations  from  God  in  any  special 

jr.     During  these  ages   the   people  of  Israel   have  been  dis- 

over  the  world.     Scarcely  a  city  of  importance  in  which  the 

not  found,  and  wherever  found  he  is  a  son  of  Israel,  a  recog- 

Jew,  a  man  who  will  not  permit  his  nationality  to  disappear. 

s  according  to  the  old  prophecy,  which  echoed  among  the 

name  of  the  Philadelphia  Mission  to  the  Jews. 
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mountains  of  Moab,  and  made  King  Balak  tremble.  "  From  the 
top  of  the  rocks  I  see  him,  from  the  hills  I  behold  him;  lo,  the 
people  shall  dwell  alone  and  shall  not  be  reckoned  among  the  na- 
tions." Numb.  23:  9. 

The  Jewish  race  has  ever  encountered  strong  opposition,  often 
endured  great  persecution ;  has  been  expelled  by  cruel  rulers; 
decimated  by  massacres;  outlawed  and  oppressed  beyond  measure. 

When  Jerusalem  was  taken  by  the  Romans  it  is  estimated  that 
one  million  perished.  Milman  writes,  that  the  Romans,  weary  of 
the  work  of  slaughter,  sold  the  people  as  slaves,  though  at  a  low 
price.  Fifty  years  later  there  were  half  a  million  put  to  death  in 
northern  Africa,  and  often  under  the  most  frightful  torments.  They 
suffered  greatly  in  Germany  from  pillaging  and  massacres.  They 
were  reckoned  as  the  slaves  of  the  emperor.  In  1290  they  were 
banished  from  England  and  not  permitted  to  enter  for  four  hundred 
year3.  More  recently  they  were  expelled  from  France  and  from 
Spain.  Wherever  a  Jew  lived,  or  a  colony  prospered,  it  was  merely 
to  be  outraged. 

What  has  been  the  reason?  We  will  not  detain  with  theories. 
We  want  to  give  facts.  The  facts  are,  the  Jews  have  been  dispersed, 
yet  not  lost ;  they  have  been  oppressed,  but  not  destroyed  ;  they  have 
been  massacred,  yet  remain  in  numbers  about  as  many  as  in  their 
palmiest  days. 

Wherefore  the  dreadful  and  protracted  calamities  that  have  fallen 
upon  this  people?  Let  the  Book  answer:  "All  Israel  have  trans- 
gressed thy  law,  even  by  departing,  that  they  might  not  obey  thy 
voice;  therefore  the  curse  is  poured  upon  us,  and  the  oath  that  is 
written  in  the  law  of  Moses,  the  servant  of  God,  because  we. hare 
sinned  against  him."  Daniel  9:11.  "If  thou  wilt  not  observe  to 
do  all  the  words  of  this  law,  that  thou  may  est  fear  this  glorious  and 
fearful  name,  the  Lord  thy  God;  then  he  will  make  thy  plagues 
wonderful,  and  the  plagues  of  thy  seed,  even  great  plagues,  and  of 
long  continuance. "  Deut.  28:  58,  59.  This  accounts  for  the  re- 
markable distress  and  continued  suffering  laid  upon  this  people. 
The  Lord  by  his  proj  hets  told  long  beforehand  that  such  a  condi- 
tion was  inevitably  connected  with  departure  from  him.  The 
prophecy  is  merely  having  its  fulfillment. 

Wherefore  the  preservation  of  this  people  and  their  race  distinc- 
tion ?     Let  the  Word  explain  :    "  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  which  givetb 
the  sun  for  a  light  by  day,  and  the  ordinances  of  tne  moon  and  of 
the  stars  for  a  light  by  night,  which  divideth  the  sea,  when  the 
waves  thereof  roar  ;  the  Lord  of  hosts  is  his  name  ;  if  those  ordin- 
ances depart  from  before  me,  saith  the  Lord,  then  the  seed  of  Israel 
also  shall  cease  from  being  a  nation  before  me  forever.    Thus  saith 
the  Lord ;  if  heaven  above  can   be  measured,  and  the  foundations 
of  the  earth  searched  out  beneath,  I  will  also  cast  off  all  the  seed  of 
Israel,  for  all  that  they  have  done,  saith  the  Lord."  Jer.  31 :  35-87. 
They  are  perpetuated  according  to  the  prediction  of  God.     We  can 
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ind  natural  reasons,  which  may  satisfy  the  natural  mind,  for  their 
lispersion,  their  preservation  and  their  separation  from  all  people, 
tat  the  reason  which  will  satisfy  the  candid  Christian  is  this,  they 
re  "the  peculiar  people"  of  God,  "  his  peculiar  treasure,"  "to 
rhom  pertain  the  adoption,  and  the  glory,  and  the  covenants,  and 
he  giving  of  the  law,  and  the  service  of  God,  and  the  promises ;  " 
whose  are  the  fathers  ;  "  and  who  are  "  for  the  father's  sake  he- 
wed;" "of  whom,  as  concerning  the  flesh,  Christ  came,  who  is 
ver  all,  God  blessed  forever.  Amen."  Romans  9 :  4,  5. 

Let  us  now  look  at  what  God  intends  to  do  for  them, and  by  them, 
rod  has  promised  to  forgive  their  sins  ;  restore  them  to  his  favor  ; 
stablish  them  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  religion  of  J^sus  Christ. 

Here  is  the  promise  of  him  whose  name  is  Faithful :  "Behold, 
be  days  come  saith  the  Lord,  that  I  will  make  a  new  covenant 
nth  the  house  of  Israel,  and  with  the  house  of  Judah  :  This  will 
>e  the  covenant  that  I  will  make  with  the  house  of  Israel :  after 
hose  days,  saith  the  Lord,  I  will  put  my  law  in  their  inward  parts, 
nd  write  it  in  their  hearts;  and  will  be  their  God,  and  they  shall 
>e  my  people."  Jer.  31  :  31,  33.  "And  I  will  pour  upon  the  house 
>f  David,  and  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem,  the  spirit  of  grace 
md  of  supplication  :  and  they  shall  look  upon  me  whom  they  have 
)ierced,  and  they  shall  mourn  for  him,  as  one  mourneth  for  his 
)nly  son,  and  shall  be  in  bitterness  for  him,  as  one  that  is  in  bitter- 
ness for  his  firstborn."  Zsch.  12:  10. 

These  are  prophecies  that  reach  to  "  the  latter  days."  They 
bave  not  yet  been  fulfilled.  If  any  one  thinks  that  the  fulfillment 
has  been  realized,  in  its  full  extent,  in  the  thousands  converted 
under  the  preaching  of  the  apostles,  then  glance  at  Paul's  letter 
written  to  the  Romans  a  quarter  of  a  century  after  the  pentecostal 
fires,  and  the  sermons  of  Peter :  "  Blindness  in  part' is  happened 
to  Israel,  until  the  fullness  of  the  Gentiles  be  come  in,  auu  so  all 
Israel  shall  be  saved."  Romans  11  :  25,  26  God  has  purposed 
the  conversion  of  the  Jews;  he  has  foretold  it  as  a  part  of  his 
great  plan  of  future  events  ;  it  belongs  to  the  unchangeable  certain- 
tie?  of  coming  time. 

The  time  of  their  conversion. 

"In  the  latter  days."  (i  Behold  the  whirlwind  of  the  Lord  goeth 
forth  with  fury,  a  continuing  whirlwind;  it  shall  fall  with  pain 
upon  the  head  of  the  wicked.  The  fierce  anger  of  the  Lord  shall 
Dot  return,  until  the  Lord  have  done  it ;  and  until  he  have  per- 
formed the  inteuts  of  his  heart:  in  the  latter  days  ve  shall  consider 
it."  Jeremiah  30:23,24.  "  Afterward  .shall  "the  children  of 
Israel  return,  and  seek  the  Lord  their  God,  and  David  their  king; 
and  shall  fear  the  Lord  and  his  goodness  in  the  latter  days."  Hosea 
3:5.  The  'Matter  days"  usually  mean  the  dispensation  of  the 
grope).  John  says,  "It  is  the  last  time."  Paul  writes  that  "In 
ibe  last  days  perilous  times  shall  come."  The  reference  of  the  text 
s  to  the  times  of  the  gospel ;  the  present  times. 
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The  time  is  by  Paul  more  especially  observed  by  the  phrase, 
"  Fullness  of  the  Gentiles."  Eomans  11:25.  The  blindness  of 
Israel  will  continue  until  the  fullness  of  the  Gentiles  be  come  in. 
Hodge  says  the  fullness  of  the  Gentiles  means  great  multitudes  of 
conversions.  The  present  age  beholds  the  gospel  confessed  by 
hundreds  of  millions  of  people;  and  advancing  through  open  doors 
into  every  part  of  every  kingdom.  Many  places  are  yet  unenlight- 
ened, but  the  way  is  open  and  the  missionaries  are  on  the 
road ;  the  beautiful  feet  are  treading  the  mountains ;  the  glad 
tidings  are  awaking  echoes  among  the  great  populations  of  Asia, 
Africa  and  the  islands  of  the  sea. 

We  learn  from  Paul,  in  another  place,  that  the  Gentiles  will  not 
all  be  converted  before  the  Jews  be  converted.  He  says,  *cIf  the 
casting  away  of  them  be  the  reconciling  of  the  world,  what  shall 
the  receiving  of  them  be  but  life  from  the  dead."  Romans  11: 15. 
The  moral  resurrection  of  the  world  !  Does  it  not  appear  that  we 
are  living  in  the  day,  when  God  is  about  to  perform  the  most  stu- 
pendous work  of  time  ? 

The  means  of  their  conversion. 

I.  The  gospel  of  the  cross  of  Jesus.  "  And  they  shall  look  u|X)n 
me  whom  they  have  pierced  and  they  shall  mourn."  Zechariah  12: 
10.  The  gospel  must  be  taught  to  them  who  have  crucified  the 
Lord  of  glory;  they  must  see  the  awful  deed  they  have  done,  or 
they  will  not  repent.  The  word,  the  work,  the  death,  the  resur- 
rection of  Jesus  Christ  must  be  urged  upon  their  attention  before 
either  the  rain  of  the  Spirit  or  of  their  tears  shall  fall. 

II.  The  outpouring  of  the  Spirit.  u  I  will  pour  upon  the  bouse 
of  David  and  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem  the  Spirit  of  grace 
and  of  supplications."  Zechariah  12:10.  "Fear  not,  0  Jacob; 
and  thou,  Jeshurun,  whom  I  have  chosen,  for  I  will  pour  water 
upon  him  that  is  thirsty,  and  floods  upon  the  dry  ground;  I  will 
pour  my  Spirit  upon  thy  seed,  and  my  blessing  upon  thy  off- 
spring; and  they  shall  spring  up  as  among  the  grass,  as  willows  by 
the  water-courses."  Isaiah  44:3,4.  In  the  "latter  days"  the 
gospel  shall  be  made  known  unto  them,  the  Spirit  shall  come  upon 
them,  and  they  shall  come  into  the  church,  in  numbers  and  rapidity, 
that  will  startle  the  world. 

III.  The  tender  kindness  of  Christians.  "  That  through  your 
mercy  they  also  may  obtain  mercy."  Romans  11  :  31.  Salvation 
has  been  of  the  Jews  to  the  Gentiles;  and  having  departed  from 
the  Jews,  it  must  return  back  to  them  through  the  Gentiles. 
What!  Will  the  great  God,  with  resources  unlimited,  use  weak 
instruments,  broken  vessels,  pieces  of  clay,  to  accomplish  the  great 
prediction,  in  which  his  glory  shall  rise  like  the  sun  and  flood  the 
earth  with  his  light?  Yes;  and  the  human  heart,  filled  with  his 
love,  and  governed  by  his  Spirit,  is  all  but  omnipotent  in  bringing 
souls  unto  the  Lord.     "  Through  your  mercy. " 

The  results  of  the  general  conversion  of  the  Israelites. 
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Paul  has  a  conception  of  the  result,  but  it  is  so  t  ran  seen  den  tly 
great  he  cannot  express  it.  He  gives  us  a  glimpse  of  his  thought 
through  an  interrogation  point.  He  says :  "If  the  fall  of  them  be 
the  riches  of  the  world,  and  the  diminishing  of  them  be  the  riches 
of  the  Gentiles,  how  much  more  their  fullness  ?  "  Romans  11 :  12. 
How  much  more  shall  the  world  be  made  rich ;  how  much 
more  shall  the  nations  be  made  rich ;  rich  in  all  the  elements 
of  moral  greatness  and  spiritual  excellence?  The  question 
is  left  unanswered.  He  continues  for  the  thought  is  uplifting 
and  entrancing,  "  If  the  casting  away  of  them  be  the  reconciling  of 
the  world,  what  shall  the  receiving  of  them  be,  but  life  from  the 
dead?"  Romans  11 :  15.  Such  an  event  will  dawn  upon  the  world 
with  the  splendors  of  a  general  resurrection — a  moral  and  spiritual 
resurrection;  the  revival  of  pure  religion,  and  its  extension  over 
the  world.  Christ's  universal  reign  will  then  be  honored  ;  "  men 
shall  be  blessed  in  him  ;  and  all  nations  shall  call  him  blessed." 

Our  duty.  Our  duty  is  to  believe.  Believe  the  Lord  is  coming 
to  convert  the  Abrahamic  race ;  believe  the  promises  that  are  writ- 
ten as  clear  as  sunbeams. 

Oar  duty  is  to  pray.  Prayer  is  a  mighty  power  in  producing 
conversion,  and  it  is  to  be  used  without  limitation. 

Our  duty  is  to  teach.  The  Jews  need  to  be  taught  in  the  gospel; 
and  by  personal  effort,  or  sustaining  those  employed,  we  ought  to 
present  before  their  eyes  the  Saviour. 

We  ought  cheerfully  to  accept  of  the  responsibility  of  sustaining 
the  missions  among  the  Israelites,  already  established,  and  inaugu- 
rate more  as  the  tide  of  the  Spirit  bears  us  along. 


A    SUGGESTION. 


In  the  reports  made  by  the  societies  to  the  Women's  Presbyterial 
Society  at  its  last  meeting  I  noticed  they  were  largely  taken 
up  with  statements  of  number  of  members,  amount  of  money  raised, 
method  of  raising  money,  etc.,  etc.  Of  course  this  is  necessary  and 
helpful.  We  want  to  know  the  condition  of  each  society.  By  a 
comparison  of  methods  we  may  be  led  to  the  adoption  of  the  best. 
The  Presbyterial  Society  is  pledged  to  raise  for  a  special  object  a 
certain  sum  of  money,  and  it  is  necessary  that  this  be  kept  con- 
stantly before  it. 

Is  there  not  a  danger,  however,  unless  care  be  taken,  that  the 
individuality  of  the  local  society  be  lost  or  merged  into  that  of  the 
Presbyterial,  and  that  unconsciously  we  become  mere  collecting 
agencies,  satisfied  with  raising  a  certain  sum  of  money  for  mission- 
try  or  other  good  purposes?  To  the  extent  this  is  true,  we  fail  to 
accomplish  what  ought  to  be  our  mission. 

A  wise  man  has  said  that  only  as  individuality  is  preserved  can  we 
ye  a  force.  That  is  true  of  persons,  of  congregations,  and  of  mis- 
ionary  societies.  It  is  also  true  that  raising  money  should  never 
ake  the  place  of  personal  service. 
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Now  why  cannot  each  society  in  addition  to  raising  its  quota  of 
money  for  the  Indian  Mission  engage  in  some  kind  of  active  work? 
There  are  persons  in  every  community  who  do  not  go  to  church. 
Why  not  meet  and  devise  ways  and  means  for  reaching  such? 
There  are  localities  where  Sabbath  Schools  can  be  started  with 
great  advantage,  why  not  start  them  ?  There  are  persons  all 
around  us  who  need  help,  why  not  give  it?  There  are  members  in 
our  congregations  who  have  not  as  yet  learned  the  luxury  of  ren- 
dering service  to  the  Master,  why  not  endeavor  to  reach  them? 
There  is  work  that  ought  to  be  done,  evangelical  and  reform  work, 
in  which  we  can  engage  with  brethren  of  other  denominations,  why 
not  co-operate  ?  etc.,  etc. 

Pleasant  and  encouraging  as  have  been  our  former  meetings  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Presbyterial  Society  would  far  surpass  them, 
if  each  society,  realizing  its  individual  responsibility,  would  now  so 
engage  in  active  work,  that  it  would  be  able  to  report  something 
accomplished  in  its  own  territory  in  addition  to  what  it  does  as  part 
of  the  larger  body.  Why  not  engage  at  once  in  it  ?  There  is  work  to 
be  done;  if  we  open  our  eyes  we  will  see  it,  and  if  we  seek  for  the 
help  we  will  be  sustained  in  our  efforts  to  accomplish  it. 

Mrs.  J.  W.  S. 
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Mr.  E.  H.  Buck  is  laboring  by  appointm  nt  of  the  Central  Board 
in  Kansas  City  congregation. 

Our  government  still   persists  in  its  policy  of  inaction  with  refer- 
ence to  the  interference  of  Turkey  with  our  schools. 


The  Bible  Lands  Aid  Society  has  doubled  its  contribution  to  our 
Syrian  mission  this  year.      The  amount  donated  is  about  $100. 

Rev.  R.  J.  McIsaac  has  decided  to  remain  in  his  present  position 
in  the  Southern  mission.  Our  work  in  the  south  was  never  in  a 
more  prosperous  condition  than  at  present. 

The  corps  of  teachers  in  the  Selma  School  will  be  the  same  as  last 
year,  except  that  Miss  Mary  George  will  take  the  place  of  Miss 
Mattie  George,  and  the  addition  of  Miss  Mable  F.  McAnlis. 

The  neglect  to  include  the  collection  for  the  East  End  congregation 
in  the  list  of  collections  should  not  result  in  failure  to  take  one  up  for 
it  on  the  3d  Sabbath  of  August.     See  appeal  on  cover. 

September,  1st,  Sabbath,  is  the  day  appointed  for  the  collection 
for  Domestic  mission.     $9  000  is  the  amount  asked  for  and  NEEDED. 
The  growth,  if  not  the  very  existence  of  the  church  in  this  country, 
depends  on  our  home  mission  woik.     $9,000  should  be  raised,  and  if 
the  right  effort  is  made,  will  be. 
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Db.  Metheny  was  on  board  the  steamer  on  Saturday  June  30th, 
intending  to  sail,  but  was  taken  ill  and  obliged  to  come  ashore.  He 
Was  able  to  sail  the  following  Saturday. 

The  societies  and  bands  that  comprise  the  \V.  M.  Society  of  Pitts- 
burgh Presbytery,  report  a  total  membership  of  819,  and  total  con- 
tributions of  $3,202.34,  during  the  year. 

The  horses  of  our  missionaries  at  Suadia  were  stolen  on  the  night 
of  April  6th.     There  is  but  little  prospect  of  their  recovery.     This 
i  is  a  serious  inconveuience  to  the  members  of  the  mission  there. 


The  9th  annual  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Presbyterial  Missionary 
Society  of  Iowa  Presbytery,  will  beheld  at  Sharon  Church,  Thurs- 
day, August  23d,  1894.   An  interesting  programme  has  been  prepared. 

The  opening  services  of  the  Jewish  mission  in  Philadelphia,  took 
place  on  the  17th  of  July.  The  building  donated  for  the  work  is  at 
No.  725  Lombard  street.  That  in  which  the  Jewish  mission  in  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  is  conducted,  is  at  No.  112  Clinton  street. 

The  Central  Board  ot  Missions  has  authorized  Rev.  R.  J.  Mclsaac 
to  solicit  subscriptions  for  the  erection  of  a  home  for  the  teachers  in 
Selma.  A  building  for  the  accommodation  of  those  who  are  laboring 
in  the  mission  is  greatly  needed.  A  suitable  one  can  be  erected  at  the 
present  time  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $700.  Subscriptions  can  be 
handed  to  Mr.  Mclsaac,  who  will  report  to  the  Board,  or  sent  direct 
to  the  treasurer.  It  is  hoped  the  response  to  this  appeal  will  be  so 
liberal,  that  work  can  be  commenced  at  once. 

The  Sabbath  School  at  Spring  Garden  mission  has  increased  so 
nmch  that  it  is  the  intention  to  enlarge  the  building  if  the  amount 
needed  can  be  raised.  There  is  still  a  debt  of  $400.  $200  ad- 
ditional will  be  needed  to  make  the  desired  improvements.  Mr. 
<J.  B.  Mclsaac  labored  in  the  mission  during  April,  May,  June  and 
July.  He  is  now  filling  appointments  in  New  York  and  Philadel- 
phia Presbyteries.  Mr.  A.  J.  McFarland  has  taken  his  place  at  the 
mission. 

Seattle  Ladies'  Missionary  Society. — On  January  13,  1893, 
seven  members  of  the  Seattle  congregation  met  at  the  home  of  elder 
Jas.G.  Lcfve,  to  organize  a  missionary  society.    Mrs.  Love  was  elected 
president,  Mrs.  Hemphill,    vice-president,   Miss   Bessie   Cathcart, 
secretary,  Miss  Mary  Cook,  recording  secretary,  and   Miss  Lizzie 
Brown,  treasurer.      Miss  Cathcart  returning  home,  Miss  Cook  was 
chosen  to  fill  her  place  for  the  remainder  of  the  year.      Twelve 
regular  meetings  were  held  during  the  year.     Our  membership  has 
increased  to  fifteen  regular  and  two  honorary  members.     Our  con- 
tributions it  is  true  do  not  amount  to  a  great  sum  but  we  know 
soch  gifts  are  not  measured  by  dollars  and  cents  but  by  the  spirit 
in  which  they  are  given.     When  talking  of  organizing  a  society, 
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a  friend  remarked  "that  the  mere  amount  of  money  we  might  col- 
lect or  the  work  we  might  be  able  to  do,  would  be  as  nothing  com- 
pared with  the  benefits  we  as  members  of  such  a  society  would 
receive."  This  prediction  has  been  verified  to  us.  From  each  meet- 
ing, those  permitted  to  be  present  have  gone  away  feeling  that  "the 
Lord  is  nigh  unto  all  them  that  call  upon  him"  and  that  He  is  ever 
ready  to  fulfill  his  promise  to  those  who  meet  in  his  name.  And 
now  as  we  enter  upon  the  work  of  another  year,  may  it  be  with  re- 
newed zeal  in  the  Master's  cause.  Our  opportunities  and  advan- 
tages for  work  have  been  greatly  enlarged.  Our  prayers  are  being 
answered.  Let  us  show  our  appreciation  of  these  blessings,  by 
consecrating  more  of  our  time  and  means  to  his  work.  Let  us 
strive  more  diligently  to  gtther  into  the  church  home,  so  kindly 
provided  for  us,  those  who  are  still  in  darkness  that  they  may  be 
taught  the  way  of  life.  In  whatever  work  we  engage,  may  we, 
when  inclined  to  grow  weary  and  discouraged,  remember  that  no 
effort  in  His  name  is  fruitless;  we  enter  not  alone  upon  the  work, 
we  have  his  promise,  "Lo  I  am  with  you  always." 

Mary  E.  Cook,  Secretary. 

Lizzie  M.  Brown,  Treasurer. 


Editorial. 


THE  LATE  MEETING  OP  SYNOD. 


The  arrangements  for  the  entertainment  of  Synod  this  year  were 
very  complete.  Nothing  necessary  to  the  comfort  of  the  members 
was  forgotten.  Evidently  the  relations  that  exist  between  the  pastors 
and  members  of  the  three  Philadelphia  congregations,  are  very  cordial. 
The  meeting  was  held  in  the  2d  church  but  all  appeared  equally  in- 
terested in  doing  what  they  could  to  make  it  pleasant.  The  selection 
of  our  brother,  the  pastor  of  the  2d  congregation,  to  be  moderator, 
was  a  deserved  tribute  of  esteem  to  one  who  has  served  the  church 
faithfully  and  well.  The  manner  in  which  he  discharged  the  duties 
of  his  office  gave  general  satisfaction. 

An  interesting  feature  of  this  meeting  of  Synod  was  the  missionary 
and  reform  conferences  held  in  the  three  churches.  They  afforded  variety 
and  relief  from  the  monotony  of  routine  proceedings.  The  audiences 
were  large  and  gave  good  attention.  The  addresses  were  brief  aud 
spirited.  There  was  no  flagging  of  interest.  Members  of  the  con- 
gregations and  of  Synod  afterwards  expressed  themselves  freely  as 
being  stimulated  to  renewed  efforts  by  what  they  heard  and  saw. 

The  meeting  of  Synod  itself  was  very  harmonious.  Fears,  ex- 
pressed beforehand,  that  there  might  be  trouble  were  happily  disap- 
pointed. There  was  no  ugly,  bitter  feeling  manifested,  there  was  no 
angry  discussion,  no  crimination  and  recrimination.  Had  the  same 
temperate  spirit,  the  same  self-restraint,  been  displayed  before  Synod  in 
what  was  written  as  was  manifested  at  Synod  in  what  was  said,  there 
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would  not  have  been  such  fears,  and  the  church  would  be  more 
united  to-day. 

If  any  of  our  readers  are  laboring  under  the  least  impression  that 
there  was  or  is  any  disposition  to  inaugurate  a  new  liberal  move- 
ment, to  have  1891  repeated,  th^y  may  rest  satisfied  there  is  no 
'round  for  it.  There  is  a  difference  of  opinion  in  regard  to 
lome  matters,  e.  g.y  voting  on  amendments,  the  extent  to  which  we 
ihoulcl  co-operate  with  othdr  bodies  of  Christians  in  public  move- 
iients  of  general  interest,  voluntary  associations,  etc.,  etc.,  but  there 
snot  the  least  disposition  to  compromise  our  distinctive  positions, 
specially  our  position  of  diaseut.  There  always  have  been,  and  as 
ong  as  men  think  for  themselves,  there  always  will  be  differences  of 
(pinion  with  reference  to  some  subjects  and  measures.  This  is  both  to 
>e  expected  and  desired.  It  will  be  a  bad  day,  indeed,  for  the  church 
vhen  a  single  individual  or  a  small  coterie  of  two  or  three  shall  un- 
lertake  to  decide  what  views  the  church  shall  hold  or  what 
Measures  the  church  shall  approve. 

This  Synod  will  be  remembered  as  having  undertaken  "  great 
things."  There  was  considerable  enthusiasm,  and  this  enthusiasm 
found  expression  in  the  adoption  of  plans  looking  to  the  enlarging  of 
aid  and  the  inaugurating  of  new  projects.  At  no  one  meeting  ever 
before  in  its  history  in  this  country  was  more  undertaken.  It  was 
resolved  to  inaugurate  a  new  mission  to  China,  and  two  missionaries 
were  appointed  ;  to  "enter  upon  the  founding  of  a  Jewish  mission/' 
and  a  collection  for  it  was  ordered ;  to  authorize  the  Central  Board  to 
"start  a  mission  in  Chicago;"  and  to  enlarge  the  work  among  the 
Chinese  on  the  Pacific  coast ;  to  appoint  one  ot  our  ministers  "  to  devote 
himself  to  the  work  of  testimony  bearing;"  to  appoint  a  committee 
"to  take  part  with  like  committees  from  other  churches"  in  the  joint 
revision  of  the  metrical  version  of  the  Psalms;"  and  "  to  proceed  at 
once"  if  deemed  wise  "  with  the  revision;"  and  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee "to  report  a  plan  "  for  the  "establishment  and  management" 
"of  a  weekly  paper  under  the  control  of  Synod"  if  the  committee 
decide  it  expedient  to  have  such  "a  paper  established." 

It  is  a  pity  that  more  time  had  not  been  given  to  the  consideration 
of  some  of  these  undertakings.  The  session  lasted  from  May  30ih, 
ten  a.  M.,  to  June  6th,  ten  p.  m.  Friday  afternoon,  Saturday  morn- 
ing, there  was  no  session  in  the  afternoon,  Monday  all  day  were  largely 
taken  up  with  the  consideration  of  the  complaint  from  Pittsburg 
Presbytery  thus  leaving  only  a  comparatively  short  time  for  the  con- 
sideration of  these  important  matters.  Possibly  had  there  been  fuller 
discussion  there  would  have  been  some  modification.  Two  items 
were  left  over  to  next  Synod  for  consideration  ;  the  one  relating  to  the 
lengthening  of  the  Seminary  term  and  the  other  to  the  proposed  plan 
of  federation.  It  is  well  this  was  done  as  these  are  so  important  and 
»  closely  connected  with  the  welfare  of  the  church  that  there  should 
)e  tlie  fullest  opportunity  for  discussion. 

The  Minutes  have  been   published  this  year   earlier   than  usual. 
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They  were  in  the  hands  of  subscribers  by  the  close  of  June,  They 
should  be  carefully  read  and  talked  over  by  the  members  in  the  home 
and  elsewhere.  The  more  they  become  acquainted  with  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  courts  of  the  church  the  more  interested  will  they  become 
in  her  work.  There  are  some  mistakes  in  the  Minutes,  none  of  im- 
portance, however,  which  will  be  found  in  another  page.  No  doubt 
a  number  of  these  would  have  been  detected  and  corrected  by  the 
clerk,  had  he  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  proof. 

The  Minutes  are  more  voluminous  this  year  than  usual.  In  1892 
they  filled  95  pages;  in  1893,  94,  and  this  year  101.  The  direction 
of  Synod  with  reference  to  the  size  of  reports  has  not  been  followed. 
These,  it  ought  to  be  remembered,  are  not  intended  to  be  exhaustive 
statements  or  arguments,  but  rather  to  call  attention  to  what  is  of 
special  present  importance.  Brief  repors  will  be  perused  when 
lengthy  ones  will  be  passed  over  unread. 

There  was  a  deficit  in  the  Travelling  Fund.  This  has  not  been  the 
case  since  1891  and  is  owing  to  the  Synod  meeting  so  far  east.  In  1892 
there  was  a  surplus  of  $410.89  ;  in  1893  of  $574.90,  while  this  year 
the  deficit  was  $149.48.  The  deficit  in  1891,  the  largest  Synod  we 
ever  had,  was  only  $369.74.  If  the  attendance  next  year  be  large 
there  will  likely  be  a  large  deficit,  even  if  we  get  the  hoped  for  re- 
duction in  rates.  Pittsburgh  is  the  centre  of  our  church,  and  just  as 
we  go  east  or  west  must  we  expect  a  deficit.  Still,  it  would  not  be 
wise  in  order  to  save  expenses  to  have  Synod  meet  in  the  same  place 
all  the  time.  As  it  is  now  the  members  of  Synod  and  of  congrega- 
tions have  an  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted  with  one  another, 
which  otherwise  they  would  not.  The  invariable  testimony  is  that 
a  pleasant  meeting  is  very  beneficial  to  the  congregation  in  whose 
bounds  it  is  held. 

The  number  of  members  in  attendance  was  152  ;  ^5  ministers,  and 
67  elders.  Of  the  former  61  were  pastors.  84  congregations 
were  represented.  At  the  Synod  of  1891  there  were  present  197 
members;  106  ministers;  and  91  elders.  This  year  we  were  favored 
with  the  presence  of  three  of  our  missionaries:  Mr.  Mclsaac, 
from  the  Southern  Mission;  Mr.  Carithers,  from  the  Indian ;  and 
Dr.  Metheny,  from  the  Foreign.  The  deep  interest  manifested  in 
the  subject  of  missions  is  largely  due  to  the  presence  of  these  brethren 
who  came  fresh  from  their  fields  of  labor,  and  imparted  to  the  Synod 
some  of  their  own  enthusiasm. 

The  statistical  tables  are  full  and  about  as  reliable  as  we  are  likely 
to  get.  The  number  of  communicants  in  all  the  congregations  and  in 
some  of  the  mission  stations  is  given.  Lind  Grove,  Lake  Reno  and 
Round  Prairie  are,  however,  "  estimated,"  while  Church  Hill  and  St. 
Louis  are  "taken  from  last  year's  report."  According  to  the  foot- 
note, Houlton  has  a  membership  of  13  and  not  20.as  given  in  the  table. 
The  change  made  at  last  Synod  in  the  time  for  commencing  the  fiscal 
year  occasioned  a  little  confusion.  The  old  rule  making  the  year 
begin  with  May  1st  and  close  with  April  30th,  has  been  restored. 
This  should  be  remembered  in  the  preparation  of  reports  for  1895. 
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According  to  the  statistics  there  are  12  presbyteries,  an  increase  of 
1;  119  congregations,  a  decrease  of  3  ;  108  ministers,  an  increase  of 
1;  9,787  members,  a  decrease  of  87;  9  licentiates  and,  not  including 
the  two  licentiates  that  return  to  the  Seminary,  8  theological 
students.  Four  licentiates  were  ordained,  and  one  mini  ter  received 
from  a  sister  church.  Two  died  and  two  united  with  other  churches. 
Of  the  108  ministers,  68  are  pastors.  Since  Synod,  one  congregation 
has  been  re-organized,  a  second  has  been  merged  into  another,  while  two 
others  have  been  reunited,  making  the  number  at  present  118.  Three 
lientiates  have  been  ordained  and  installed,  making  the  number  of 
ministers  111,  and  of  pastors  71. 

The  loss  in  the  membership  is  a  matter  that  calls  for  serious  con- 
sideration. Our  church  never  has  grown  numerically  in  proportion 
to  the  natural  increase.  We  have  been  constantly  losing  our  young, 
and  but  seldom  receive  accessions  from  without.  It  was  hoped  that 
after  the  trouble  of  1891  we  would  enter  upon  a  new  era  of  pros- 
perity. In  this  we  have  been  disappointed.  Last  year  there  was  re- 
ported a  loss  of  191.  The  loss  this  year  is  also  large,  87;  or  equal 
to  an  average  congregation.  It  is  widely  distributed,  only  43  con- 
gregations reporting  a  net  gain.  Careful  examination  will  show  that 
it  is  not  the  result  of  liberalism.  This  gradual  decrease  in  some  of 
our  congregations  will  soon  result  in  disintegration  if  it  continue 
much  longer.  Some  that  now  have  pastors  will  not  in  all  probability 
be  able  to  secure  others  when  the  present  relation  ceases. 

Different  reasons  are  assigned  for  our  lack  of  growth.  Certainly 
one  reason  is  the  neglect  to  engage  in  home  mission  work.  We 
never  have  done  much  at  this.  The  Central  Board  has  endeavored  to 
take  care  of  the  scattered  colonies  of  Covenanters  in  our  country,  and 
^vith  good  results.  But  so  far  as  efforts  to  reach  the  ignorant  around 
us  with  the  gospel,  we  as  a  church  have  not  done  our  duty.  It  is 
time  for  a  new  departure  in  this  respect.  We  can  go  to  foreign  lands 
and  lal>or  successfully  among  the  most  degraded.  There  is  a  most 
pressing  demand  for  us  to  do  the  same  work  at  home.  We  can 
doit;  we  ought  to  do  it  ;  WE  must  Do  it.  Obedience  to  the  Master's 
<*>wmand  requires  us  to  commence  at  once  ;  so  does  our  self-preser- 
vation. 

There  are  indications  that  we  are  beginning  to  realize  this.  After 
the  missionary  meeting  in  the  1st  Philadelphia  church  several  breth- 
ren expressed  themselves  as  heartily  in  sympathy  with  the  views  pre- 
dated on  this  subject.  Three  ministers  thought  seriously  about 
offering  themselves  to  the  Central  Board  with  a  view  to  laboring  in 
Chicago  or  some  other  prominent  centre.  This  is  a  good  sign  even  if 
Mie  Board  is  not  prepared  to  accept  such  offers.  Some  congregations, 
}t  was  ascertained,  have  already  commenced  work,  and  are  now  spend- 
*0g  time,  energy  and  money  in  efforts  to  reach  the  unsaved  about 
them,  while  others  are  preparing  to  do  so. 

This  is  a  work  that  can  be  done  without  the  direction  of  Synod  or 
boards.     Each  congregation  can  engage  in  it   without  outside  help. 

22 
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There  is  not  one  too  small  or  weak.  The  benefits  resulting  from 
right  efforts  will  be  soon  felt.  The  young,  for  instance,  finding  there 
is  something  for  them  to  do,  will  remain  in  our  communion  and 
naturally  endeavor  to  bring  others  into  it.  'And  this  should  be  ihe 
aim — not  merely  to  make  Christians,  but  also  to  build  up  the  church. 

There  is  not  the  least  reason  to  fear  (hat  the  church  will  be  injured 
by  such  efforts  or  her  principles  compromised.  True  zeal  for  the 
souls  of  those  perishing  about  us  will  not  have  a  tendency  to  make 
us  any  the  leas  zealous  for  the  maintenance  of  the  rights  of  him 
whom  we  recognize  as  our  King.  There  is  for  more  to  fear  from  a 
disposition  to  rest  satisfied  with  the  mere  performance  of  routine 
duties,  doing  nothing  ourselves  for  the  spiritual  welfare  of  those  who 
are  without  Christ  abont  us,  harshly  criticizing  the  efforts  and  mis- 
judging the  motives  of  those  who  do,  and  taking  to  our  souls  the 
"sweet  consolation  "  that  it  is  because  of  the  consistent  maintenance 
of  our  position  we  are  not  increasing  but  decreasing  in  numbers.  In 
the  present  condition  of  the  church  there  is  no  need  for  discourage- 
ment. What  we  need  is  a  little  more  enthusiasm,  the  enthusiasm 
that  comes  from  close  contact  with  him  who  died  for  souls. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Evangelistic  Work  contains  some 
excellent  suggestions  on  this  subject.  The  second  resolution  is  as 
follows:  "  We  recommend  that  pastors  be  directed  to  emphasize  to 
their  people  the  responsible  relation  of  every  Christian  to  his  unsaved 
neighbors  and  friends;  and  to  urge  the  duty  of  direct  personal  effort 
in  behalf  of  these  lost  souls."  J.  W.  8. 


Rev.  A.  J.  McFarland,  has  received  the  title  of  D.  D.  from  his 
Alma  Mater,  Miami,  (Ohio,)  University.  He  has  already  entered  upon 
his  woik  as  lecturer  on  testimony  bearing.  Provision  has  been  made 
for  supplying  his  congregation  with  preaching  during  his  absence. 

The  Christian  Endeavor  Convention  held  in  Cleveland,  July  12- 
16,  was  well  attended.  The  stand  taken  on  reform  questions  is  most 
gratifying.  One  of  the  most  significant  signs  of  the  times  is  the 
activity  displayed  in  evangelical  and  reform  work  by  the  young.  If 
it  be  wisely  directed  and  controlled,  a  great  advance  will  be  the  result. 

Rev.  Dr.  Watson  writes  from  Cairo  to  the  United  Presbyterian 
Board  :  "  In  some  quarters  there  exists  the  opinion  that  the  west- 
ern people  have  so  much  money  that  they  do  not  know  what  to  do 
with  it,  and  that  the  missionaries  are  the  obstacle  in  the  way  of  a 
free  distribution  among  the  poorer  people  of  the  east.  We  often 
find  great  difficulty  in  making  people  believe  that  most  of  those 
who  contribute  for  the  support  of  missions  earn  their  living  by 
manual  labor  and  often  deny  themselves  to  give  in  order  to  con- 
tinue their  yearly  contributions  to  the  work  of  foreign  missions. 
I  have  have  often  wondered  too  whether  the  partial  failure  of  out- 
side support  would  act  on  them  as  a  tonic  or  put  them  in  a  state  of 
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spiritual  coma.  I  have  do  doubt  the  effect  would  be  different  in 
different  cases.  It  is  my  heart's  desire  and  prayer  that  the  native 
Evangelical  Church  of  Egypt  should  become  a  self-supporting,  self- 
propagating  body  of  Christians  in  the  near  future." 

A  series  of  lectures  on  special  subjects  is  to  be  delivered  before 
the  students  of  the  Western  University  of  Pennsylvania,  during  the 
present  fall  and  winter.  One  of  the  subjects  is  "  the  divine,  versus 
the  secular  theory  of  civil  government,  by  J.  W.  Sproull,  D.  D." 
The  University,  from  which  a  number  of  our  ministers  have  gradu- 
ated, and  which  is  located  in  Allegheny,  under  the  efficient  manage- 
ment of  Chancellor  Holland,  is  in  a  more  prosperous  condition  than 
ever  before.     The  number  of  students  in  all  departments  is  423. 

A  Pastor  may  give  himself  to  building  up  his  church.  He  re- 
gards the  roll,  he  looks  at  the  contribution  box,  he  plans  for  organ- 
ization, he  develops  large  schemes  of  work,  and,  as  a  result,  the 
congregation  is  spoken  of  for  its  growth  and  gifts.  Another  gives 
himself  to  the  development  of  the  spiritual  life.  He  speaks  to  the 
heart,  has  little  to  say  of  the  church,  but  much  of  Christ ;  he  directs 
individual  Christian  energies  in  all  the  surrounding  openings  for 
usefulness;  he  is  at  the  bedside  of  the  sick,  he  is  at  home  with  the 
children,  and  they  grow  up  by  his  side,  helping  him  and  adorning 
the  name  of  the  Saviour ;  he  is  known  as  one  ever  ready  to  render 
service  in  any  way  in  which  he  can  benefit  others.  He  grows  into 
the  life  of  the  community,  his  church  becomes  a  spiritual  power, 
broadening  and  deepening  its  influence,  growing  into  ah  needful  or- 
ganizations, and  becoming  stronger  with  the  succeeding  years. 
The  former  course  is  not  to  be  neglected,  but  the  spiritual  work  is 
the  greater,  for  it  is  vital. — The  United  Presbyterian. 
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Mr.  J.  B.  McIsaac  preaches  in  Baltimore,  Sept.,  1st  and  2d 
Sabbaths. 

At  the  late  communion  in  Church  Hill  congregation,  there  was  an 
accession  of  ten. 

The  congregation  of  West  Hebron,  N.  Y.  was  reorganized  on 
July  3d,  1894,  by  a  commission  of  New  York  Presbytery,  consisting 
of  Revs.  J.  B.  Williams,  Dr.  S.  G.  Shaw  and  elder  Keys. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  New  York  Presbytery  held  in  the  Third 
Church  on  June  27th,  the  merging  of  the  First  into  the  Third  con- 
gregation was  authorized. 

The  new  church  building  of  our  brethren  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  was 
opened  for  services  on  Sabbath,  July  29th.  Rev.  J.  McCracken,  a 
former  pastor,  preached  in  the  morning,  and  Rev.  T.  A.  Rusk,  ihe 
stated  supply,  in  the  evening. 
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At  the  late  communion  in  Oil  Creek  congregation,  Rev.  S.  J.  Crowe 
was  much  encouraged.  There  was  an  accession  of  seven.  Forty- 
six  members  sat  down  at  the  communion  table.  Our  missionary  ft 
Selma,  Rev.  R.  J.  Me  Isaac,  assisted. 

Mr.  A.  I.  Robb  was  ordained  and  installed  pastor  of  Bovina  con- 
gregation on  July  5th,  by  a  commission  of  New  York  Presbytery, 
consisting  of  Revs.  F.  M.  Foster,  Bayles  and  Shaw,  and  elders  Thom- 
son and  Orr. 

At  the  communion  in  Beaver  Falls,  July  1st,  Rev.  J.  S.  Martin 
assisted  the  pastor,  Rev.  W.  M.  Glasgow.  There  was  an  accessiou  of 
sixteen,  fifteen  by  profession,  one  by  certificate.  Three  adults  were 
baptized.  The  congregation  is  contemplating  the  erection  of  a  chapel 
on  Patterson  Heights,  where  they  have  a  flourishing  mission. 


Mr.  George  A.  Edgar  was  ordained  to  the  gospel  ministry, 
installed  pastor  of  Olathe  congregation  by  a  commission  of  Kansas 
Presbytery,  on  June  27th,  11  A.  M.  The  examination  was  condocted 
by  Messrs.  McMillan  and  Coulter,  the  latter  also  preaching  the  ser- 
mon from  Matt.  28 :  20,  and  leading  in  prayer.  Mr.  McMillan  ad- 
dressed the  pastor,  and  elder  D.  Boyd  the  people. 

The  commission  to  reunite  McKeesport  and  Monongahela  congre- 
gations met  in  the  McKeesport.  church  on  Monday  evening,  July  16tli, 
1894.  There  were  present  Revs.  J.  R.  Wylie  and  J.  W.  Sprooll, 
and  elder  Coulter.  Mr.  Coulter  was  elected  clerk.  Rev.  Mr.  French, 
of  Rochester  Presbytery,  was  invited  to  sit  as  a  consulting  member. 
Ten  minutes  were  spent  in  devotional  exercises.  By  a  standing  vote 
the  congregations  unanimously  indicated  their  desire  for  a  reunioo. 
The  request  was  granted,  the  old  officers  continuing  in  the  exercise  of 
their  office,  and  the  name  to  be  the  McKeesport  and  Monongahela 
congregation.  J.  W.  Sproull  led  in  prayer.  Encouraging  remarks 
were  made  by  the  members  of  the  congregation,  after  which  it  was 
adjourned  with  prayer,  by  the  moderator. 

Editors  R.  P.  &  C. — Please    publish    the    following   errors  and 
omissions  in  the  minutes  of  Synod  :     1.  In  roll  of  Synod,  page  192, 
alter  the  name  of  J.  B.  Williams,  insert  the  name  of  J.  M.  Little- 
john.*     2.  After  the  name  of  R.  J.  George,  page  193,  insert  name  of 
J.  L.  McCartney.     3.  Put  f  after  name  of  J.  S.  Martin,  page  193. 
4.  To   list  of  ministers  absent,  page   194,  add  the  names  of  J.  M. 
Armour,  Josiah  Dodds,  J.   L.   Pinkerton,  J.  K.  Reed  and  Robert 
Stewart.     5.  To  list  of  congregations  not  represented,  page  194,  add 
Syracuse,  Rehoboth,  (Pa.,)  Pine  Creek  and  Elliota;  and  strike  from 
Ikt  Horton,  and  Muskingum  and  Tomica.     6.  On  page  201,  line  199 
put  MacCIement  for  McClelland.     7.  Strike  out  the  name  Toland, 
pages  213,  222  and  224.     8.  To  list  of  absentees  on  vote  to  sustain 
the  complaint  of  Geneva  congregation,  page  223,  add   the  name  of 
Pollock,  and   make  total  5 ;  and   to  list  of  persons   not  voting,  the 
tiaiue  Glasgow,  and   make  total  15.     9.  After  minute  relating  to 
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election  of  missionaries  to  China,  page  247,  enter  the  following : 
The  names  of  Elmer  McBurney  and  Robert  J.  Mclsaac  were  pre- 
sented to  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  as  eligible  to  appointment  as 
missionaries  to  China,  and  the  names  of  Henry  G.  Faster,  T.  Holmes 
Walker  and  W.  J.  McKnight  were  also  presented  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Board  for  appointment  to  the  foreign  field.  10.  In  the 
report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  page  260,  Section  III.,  4,  substi- 
tute for  the  words,  "  the  debt/'  the  words :  "  so  much  of  that  debt  as 
was  incurred  by  the  legal  protection  of  the  property." 

C.  D.  Trumbull,  Clerk. 

♦ 

ORDINATION  AND  INSTALLATION  OF  HENRY  G.  FOSTER. 


Pittsburgh  Presbytery  met  according  to  appointment  in  the  chapel 
of  Geneva  College,  on  June  26th,  10  A.  M.,  to  attend  to  the  ordina- 
tion and  installation  of  Mr.  H.  G.  Foster,  in  accordance  with  the  di- 
rection of  Synod  :  R.  C.  "Wylie,  Moderator,  and  W.  J.  Coleman,  Clerk. 

After  stating  the  action  of  Synod,  the  moderator  called  for  the  reading 
of  the  edict.  Objection  was  at  once  raised  on  the  ground  that  it  had  been 
read  at  the  former  meeting.  In  answer  to  a  question,  the  moderator 
stated  that,  in  case  reasons  would  be  presented  for  not  proceeding 
with  the  ordination  and  installation,  he  would  rule  out  of  order  any- 
thing  that  had  been  urged  at  the  former  meeting.  An  appeal  wa& 
taken  from  his  decision  to  have  the  edict  read,  and  was  sustained  by  the 
following  vote:  To  sustain,  Coleman,  Latimer,  Baird,  Carithers,. 
George,  Johnston  and  Willson,  ministers,  Bell,  of  McKeesport,  George, 
of  Miller's  Run,  McAnlis,  of  Little  Beaver,  McKnight,  of  Beaver  Falls, 
Morton,  of  Allegheny,  and  Stewart,  of  New  Castle, — thirteen.  Not 
to  sustain,  Crowe,  Duncan,  Kilpatrick,  Martin,  J.  S.,  Sproull,  Martin, 
D.  0.,  ministers,  and  Aiken,  of  Central  Allegheny,  Bole,  of  Geneva, 
Chesnut,  of  Pittsburgh,  and  Coulter,  of  Wilkinsburg, — ten.  Rea- 
sons of  dissent  were  subsequently  handed  in  to  be  placed  on  record. 

Mr.  Foster  delivered  trial  pieces  from  I.  Cor.  2 :  1-5,  and  John 
13:  1,  last  clause.  These  were  criticised  and  sustained,  after  which 
the  court  took  a  recess  till  2  P.  m.     Prayer  by  Mr.  Baird. 

The  Presbytery  met  at  2  P.  m.,  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by 
dder  B-ll.  G.  R.  McBurney,  of  Iowa  Presbytery,  I.  T.  E.  McBur- 
ney, of  Kansas,  and  N.  R.  Johnston,  of  Philadelphia,  were  invited 
to  ait  as  consultative  members.  The  examination,  which  was  con- 
ducted by  R.  J.  George,  was  sustained.  W.  M.  Glasgow  preached 
the  ordination  sermon  from  II.  Cor.  5:  20.  Mr.  Foster  being  inter- 
rogated signified  his  adherence  to  the  call.  The  moderator  was  pro- 
ceeding to  interrogate  the  people,  when  objection  was  made.  He 
decided  that  in  the  absence  of  persons  appointed  to  represent  the 
Bongregation,  the  people  should  be  allowed  to  answer.  An  appeal 
fras  taken  from  his  decision  on  the  ground  that  those  who  had  rep  re- 
lented the  congregation  at  the  spring  meeting  were  entitled  to  speak 
or  it  now,  and  carried  by  a  vote  of  14  to  11,  the  vote  being  as  before> 
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except  that  Mr.  Conner  voted  to  sustain,  and  Mr.  Glasgow  to  not 
sustain.  Mr.  Bole,  Mr.  Downie  joining  with  him,  gave  notice  of 
complaint  to  Synod.  The  former  representatives  of  the  congregation, 
Messrs.  Dodds,  Garrett  and  Taggart,  being  interrogated,  stated  that 
the  congregation  adhered  to  the  call.  Messrs.  Crowe,  Duncan,  Kil- 
patrick,  Martin,  J.  S.,  Sproull  and  Martin,  D.  C,  miuisters,  and 
Aikin  and  Bole,  elders,  unwilling  under  the  circumstances  to  take 
part  in  the  installation  services,  were  by  a  vote  of  12  to  10  excused 
from  farther  attendance  at  this  meeting  of  Presbytery.  Eider  Coulter 
asked,  but  was  refused  leave  of  absence.  The  moderator,  unwilling 
to  take  part  in  the  installation  services,  requested  that  some  one  be 
appointed  in  his  place.  W.  P.  Johnston  was,  on  motion,  appointed. 
The  queries  were  then  propounded  and  answered  in  the  affirmative, 
and  Henry  G.  Foster  was  ordained  to  the  office  of  the  ministry,  and 
installed  pastor  of  Geneva  congregation,  W.  P.  Johnston  leading  in 
prayer.  The  pastor  was  then  addressed  by  W.  J.  Coleman,  and  the 
people  by  D.  B.  Willson.  Mr.  Foster  signed  the  terms  of  communion, 
after  which  Presbytery  was  adjourned  with  prayer  and  singing  the 
133d  Psalm.  J.  W.  S. 
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THIRD    QUARTER,    189  4. 

I,ESSOft   VIII.— August    19. 

FIRST  DISCIPLES  OF  JESUS.-John  1 :  35-49. 


35.  Again  the  next  day  after  John 
stood,  aud  two  of  his  disciples  ; 

36.  And  looking  upon  Jesus  as  be 
walked,  he  saith,  Behold  the  Lamb  of 
God! 

37.  And  the  two  disciples  heard  him 
speak,  and  they  followed  Jesus. 

38.  Then  Jesus  turned  and  saw  them 
following,  aud  saitb  unto  them,  What 
seek  ye?  They  said  unto  him,  Rabbi, 
(which  is  to  say,  being  interpreted, 
Master,)  where  dwellest  thou? 

39.  He  saith  uuto  them,  Come  and 
see.  They  came  and  saw  where  he 
dwelt,  and  abode  with  him  that  day : 
for  it  was  about  the  tenth  hour. 

40.  One  of  the  two  which  heard 
John  speak,  and  followed  him,  was 
Andrew,  Simon  Peter's  brother. 

41.  He  first  findeth  his  own  brother 
Simon,  and  saith  unto  him,  We  have 
found  the  Messias,  which  is,  being  in- 
terpreted, the  Christ. 

42.  And  he  brought  him  to  Jesus. 
And  when  Jesus  beheld  him,  he  said, 
Thou  art  Simon  the  son  of  Jona :  thou 


shalt  be  called  Cephas,  which  is  by  in- 
terpretation^ A  stoue. 

43  The  day  following  Je*us  wonW 
go  forth  into  Galilee,  and  findeth  Phi- 
lip, and  saith  unto  him,  Follow  me. 

44.  Now  Philip  was  of  Bethsaida, 
the  city  of  Andrew  and  Peter. 

45.  Philip  findeth  Nathanael,  and 
saith  unto  him,  We  have  found  bim, 
of  whom  Moses  in  the  law,  and  the 
prophets,  did  write,  Jesus  of  Nazareth, 
the  son  of  Joseph. 

46.  And  Nathanael  said  unto  him, 
Can  there  any  good  thing  come  out  of 
Nazareth?  Philip  saith  uuto  nim. 
Come  and  see. 

47.  Jesus  saw  Nathanael  coming  to 
him.  and  saith  of  him,  Behold  an  Is- 
raelite indeed,  in  whom  is  no  guile  1 

48.  Nathanael  saith  unto  hirt> 
Whence  know  est  thou  me?  Jesus  an- 
swered and  said  unto  him,  Before  that 
Philip  called  thee,  when  thou  wast 
under  the  fig  tree,  I  saw  thee. 

49.  Nathanael  answered  and  saith 
unto  him,  Rabbi,  thou  art  the  Son  of 
God  ;  thou  art  the  King  of  Israel. 


Golden  Text. —  We  have  found  the  Messias,  which  is,  being  inter- 
preted, the  Christ — John  1  :  41. 
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After,  (V.  35)  the  day  on  which  the  deputation  from  Jerusalem 
came  to  Jesus.     Andrew  was  one  ot  the  two ;  probably  John  was  the 
other.     It  was  common  for  him  to  omit  his  name  when  speaking  of 
himself.     This  seems  to  be  the  record  of  an   eye-witness.      Jesus  was 
walking  near  where  they  were.     Lamb,  (V.  36)  Isaiah  53:  7.     Fol- 
lowed,  (V.  37)  exactly  what  John  desired.      What,  (V.  38)  asked  not 
to  repel,  but  to  lead  to  introspection.    Interpreted,  (Vs.  41,  42)  John's 
gospel   was   intended    for   persons   not   familiar    with   the   Hebrew. 
Dwellest,  wishing  to  take  him  as  their  master.     Tenth,  (V.  39)  i.  e., 
probably,  ten  a.  m.     First,  (V.  41)  perhaps  the  first  thing  after  leav- 
ing Jesus.     The  conversation  settled  the  question  with  Andrew  as  to 
who  Jesus  was,  (V.  41.)     Cephas,    (V.  42)  Hebrew  as  then   used. 
Peter,  Greek,  i.  e.,  a  stone — a  prophecy  of  the  future  career  of  the 
apostle,  (Matt.  16  :  18.)     Follow,  (V.  43)  Jesus  has  different  methods 
of  bringing   disciples   to    him.      Intercourse   with    him    convinced 
Philip  that  he  was  the  Messias,  (V.  45,)  shed  new  and  clear  light 
on  the  Scriptures,  and  led  to  active  mission  work.     Natural  affection 
shows  itself  in  the  efforts  to  reach  first  those  united  by  natural  ties. 
Nazareth,  (V.  46)  is  not  mentioned  in  the  Old  Testament.     It  was 
very   obscure.     NathauaePs   question  was  reasonable.     Jesus  knew 
the  heart  of  Nathanael,  (V.  47.)    Genuine  simplicity  is  a  trait  exceed- 
ingly pleasing  to  him.     He  knew  NathanaePs  life  and  his  thoughts, 
(V.  48.)     The  latter  felt  he  was  in  the  presence  of  one  that  was  more 
than  man,  and  unhesitatingly  he  at  once  declares  (V.  49)  Jesus  to  be 
divine  in  origin  and  the  promised  king. 

Jesus,  a  lamb,  patient,  meek,  innocent,  divinely  appointed,  pre- 
dicted, prefigured,  by  whose  death  sin  is  taken  away. 

It  is  impossible  for  one  to  experience  the  change  from  death  to  life 
without  burning  with  a  desire  to  have  others  experience  it  too.  He 
cannot  heboid  Christ  without  striving  to  have  others  behold  him. 

It  is  natural  and  right  that  our  efforts  to  reach  the  unsaved  should 
begin  with  tiiose  to  whom  we  are  most  closely  united.  Our  own 
home  is  the  place  for  effort  to  begin.  It  should  not  end  there. 
The  Lord  Jesus  is  infinitely  willing  to  save.  Nothing  gives  him 
more  pleasure  than  to  see  sinners  inquiring  after  him. 

How  much   light  the  life  of  Christ  sheds   on  the  Old  Testament  ! 

The  more  we  know  of  him  the  better  will  we  he  able  to  understand  it. 

It  is  by  "  the  foolish  things  ot  the  world  and  things  which  are  not" 

God  "confounds  the  wise  and  brings  to  nought  things  that  are." 

His  method  of  doing  is  a  continual  surprise. 

There  is  a  great  difference  between  genuine  and  affected  simplicity. 
The  former  God   loves,  the   latter   he  hates.     Of  all  characters  the 
most  dangerous  is  he  who  so  affects  simplicity  as  to  deceive. 
Psalms  65  :  4,  5 ;  40  :  9,  10 ;  118:  26-29. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  5.     Are  there  more  Gods  than  one  f 

Av8.     There  is  but  One  only,  the  living  and  true  God. 
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M:SSON   IX.— Augu«t  26. 

FIRST  MIRACLE  OF  JESUS.-John  2: 1-11. 


8.  And  he  saith  unto  tbem,  Dra 
out  now,  and  bear  unto  the  govern* 
of  tbe  feast.     And  they  bear  it. 

9.  When  the  ruler  of  the  feast  ht 
tasted  the  water  that  was  made  win 
and  knew  not  whence  it  was,  (but  tl 
servants  which  drew  the  water  kneu 
the  governor  of  the  feast  called  tl 
bridegroom. 

10.  And  saith  unto  him,  Every  mi 
at  the  beginning  doth  set  forth  go< 
wine  ;  and' when  men  have  well  drun) 
then  that  which  is  worse  :  but  the 
has  kept  the  good  wine  until  now. 

11.  This  beginning  of  miracles  d 
Jesus  in  Cana  of  Galilee,  and  manifei 
ed  forth  his  glory ;  and  his  discipl 
believed  on  him. 


1.  And  the  third  day  there  was  a 
marriage  in  Cana  of  Galilee  ;  and  the 
mother  of  Jesus  was  there. 

2.  And  both  Jesus  was  called,  and 
his  disciples,  to  the  marriage. 

3.  And  when  they  wanted  wine,  the 
mother  of  Jesus  saith  unto  him,  They 
have  no  wine. 

4.  Jesus  saith  unto  her,  Woman, 
what  have  I  to  do  with  thee?  mine 
hour  is  not  yet  come. 

5.  His  mother  saith  unto  the  servants 
Whatsoever  he  saith  untq  you,  do  it. 

6.  And  there  were  set  there  six 
waterpots  of  stone,  after  the  manner 
of  the  purifying  of  the  Jews,  contain- 
ing two  or  three  firkins  apiece. 

7.  Jesus  saith  unto  them,  Fill  the 
waterpots  with  water.  And  they 
filled  them  up  to  the  brim. 

Golden  Text. — This  beginning  of  miracles  did  Jesus,  in  Cana  < 
Galilee  and  manifested  forth  his  glory. — John  2:11. 

Third,  (V.  1)  after  the  events  recorded  in  the  preceding  chapte) 
Mary's  question  (V.  3)  and  direction  (V.  4)  show  that  she  ha< 
already  begun  to  regard  Christ  as  no  ordinary  person.  His  reply  (V 
4)  showed  that  natural  relation  between  mother  and  son  would  not  b 
allowed  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  his  great  mission.  Hour, to 
manifestation  by  miracle.  Purifying,  washing,  was  very  comrooi 
among  the  Jews,  hence  the  large  provision  made.  Firkin,  (V.  6 
about  nine  gallons.  Governor,  (V.  8)  the  person  who  presided 
Both  Mary  and  Jesus  were  evidently  regarded  as  important  person- 
ages. Bridegroom,  (V.  9)  in  whose  house  was  the  wedding.  (V.  10 
is  simply  the  statement  of  a  common  custom.  This  was  Christ's /&** 
miracle  (V.  11). 

One  of  the  most  unprofitable  of  discussions  is  that  which  relates  t( 
the  kind  of  wine  into  which  the  water  was  turned.  The  day  ha* 
gone  by  for  any  one  to  claim  the  right  to  use  intoxicants  as  a  beverage 
To-day  the  use  and  abuse  are  so  closely  connected  that  the  only  ruh 
is  total  abstinence  on  the  part  of  the  individual  and  prohibition  bj 
the  state. 

Jesus  never  discouraged  legitimate  pleasures.  We  have  socia 
natures  and  it  is  our  duty  to  cultivate  them.  Heaven  is  repre 
sen  ted  as  a  home,  where,  when  all  will  be  gathered,  we  will  "si 
down  with  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob" — a  delightful  reunion. 

It  is  proper  to  tell  Jesus  of  our  temporal  wants.  We  have  no  righ 
however,  to  expect  him  to  supply  them,  if  we  ourselves  are  able  tod 
so,  or  to  complain  if  they  are  not  supplied  as  we  expect.  "Give  v 
this  day  our  daily  bread,"  is  the  prayer  Christ  taught. 

How  exceeding  sympathetic  is  Christ  ?  We  ought  to  rememb 
this  and  not  wait  for  great  occasions  to  have  it  manifested.  He 
"  touched  with  a  feeling  of  our  infirmities  " — <l  tempted  in  all  poh 
as  we  are  yet  without  sin." 
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Making  others  happy  necessarily  contributes  to  our  happiness.. 
The  thoroughly  selfish  person,  however  successful,  is  thoroughly 
miserable. 

Psalms  85  :  9-13  ;  103 :  12-15  ;  72  :  17-19. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.     6.     How  many  persons  are  there  in  the  Godhead  t 

Ana.     There  are  three  persons  in  the  Godhead,  the  Father,  the  Son 

md   the   Holy   Ghost;  and  these  three  are  one  God,  the  same  in 

ubstance,  equal  in  power  and  glory. 


LESSON  X.— September  2. 

JESUS  CLSAH81NG  THE  TEMPLB.-John  2 :  18-25. 


13.  And  the  Jews'  passover  was  at 
land,  and  Jesus  went  up  to  Jerusalem. 

14  And  found  in  the  temple  those 
ihatsold  oxen  and  sheep  and  doves, 
md  the  changers  of  money  sitting. 

15.  And  when  he  had  made  a 
icoarge  of  small  cords,  he  drove  them 
ill  out  of  the  temple,  and  the  sheep, 
md  the  oxen  ;  and  poured  out  the 
dangers'  money,  and  overthrew  the 
tables. 

18.  And  said  unto  them  that  sold 
do?es,  Take  these  things  hence  ;  make 
not  my  Father's  house  an  house  of  mer- 
chandise. 

17.  And  his  disciples  remembered 
that  it  was  written,  The  zeal  of  thine 
bouse  hath  eaten  me  up. 

18.  Then  answered  the  Jews  and  said 
unto  him,  What  sign  showest  thou 
unto  ns,  seeing  that  thou  doest  these 
things. 


19.  Jesus  answered  and  said  unto- 
them,  Destroy  this  temple,  and  in  three 
days  I  will  raise  it  up. 

20.  Then  said  the  Jews,  Forty  and 
six  years  was  this  temple  in  building,, 
and  wilt  thou  rear  it  up  in  three  days  ? 

21.  But  he  spake  of  the  temple  of  his- 
body. 

22.  When  therefore  he  was  risen  from 
the  dead,  his  disciples  remembered  that 
he  had  said  this  unto  them  ;  and  they 
believed  the  Scriptures,  and  the  word 
which  Jesus  had  said 

23.  Now  when  he  was  in  Jerusalem 
at  the  passover,  in  the  feast  day,  many 
believed  in  his  name,  when  they  saw 
the  miracles  which  he  did. 

24.  Hut  Jesus  did  not  commit  himself 
unto  them,  because  he  knew  all  men. 

25.  And  needed  not  that  any  should 
testify  of  man  ;  for  be  knew  what  was 
in  man. 


Golden  Text. — Make  not  my  Father's  house  a  house  of  mer- 
chandise.— John  2:16. 

Passover,  (V.  13)  the  chief  of  the  three  great  annual  feasts. 
Tmple,  (V.  14)  including  the  courts.  Oxen,  <bc,  for  sacrifices. 
Persons  from  different  countries  would  bring  with  them  their  own 
money,  and  hence  the  necessity  for  changers.  What  might  have  been 
a  convenience,  became  a  business  carried  on  for  the  purpose  of  making 
money  and  with  all  the  evils  attending  it  when  under  the  control  of 
unscrupulous  persons.  The  Scourge,  (V.  15)  made  out  of  small 
cords  lying  around  and  not  sufficient  or  intended  to  hurt.  Father's, 
(V.  16)  there  was  evidently  something  about  Christ  calculated  to 
impress  deeply  those  who  witnessed  what  was  done.  The  action  com- 
mended itself  to  the  devout.  The  traffic  had  become  a  scandal. 
Destroy  (V.  19)  not  a  command  or  permission,  but  "if."  The 
mistake  the  Jews  made  in  the  application  was  natural.  The  say- 
ing was  a  dark  one  even  to  the  disciples  until  the  light  of  the  resur- 
rection was  shed  on  it.  Raise,  the  resurrection  by  himself  of  his  own 
body.  Jesus  performed  miracles,  (V.  23)  at  the  feast  which  convinced 
he  understanding  of  many  that  his  claim  to  be  the  Messiah  was  true  ; 
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all  so  convinced  did  not,  however,  accept  of   him.     Jesus  knew 
were  his  true  disciples;  he  knows  the  human  heart. 

The  temple  in  Old  Testament  times  and  the  church  building  ii 
are  not  to  be  regarded  in  the  same  light.  The  former  was  sa 
There  is  nothing  about  the  latter  sacred  except  the  associations. 

The  Christian  minister,  like  Christ,  should  be  fearless  in  hit 
nunciation  of  sin.  The  church  should  never  be  allowed  to  b( 
the  defender  of  bad  practices  or  the  home  of  bad  men. 

Care  must  be  taken  that  our  zeal  be  a  holy  zeal.  Ofttimes  2 
temper  is  mistaken  for  a  burning  desire  to  honor  the  Saviour. 

Tne  life  of  Jesus  is  the  key  to  the  interpretation  of  the  Bible, 
better  we  become  acquainted  with  the  former,  the  better  will  w< 
derstand  the  latter. 

^Christ's  people  should  exercise  common  prudence.     In  this  re 
they  should  carefully  follow  the  example  of  the  Saviour. 

It  is  one  thing  to  believe  with  the  mind,  and  another  to  lx 
with  the  heart. 

Psalms  84:812;  69:6-9;  93:1-5. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.     7.      What  are  the  decrees  of  God  ? 

An8.     The  decrees  of  God  are   his  eternal  purpose,  accordii 
the  council  of  his  will,  whereby  for  his  own  glory,  he  hath 
ordained  whatsoever  comes  to  pass. 


WESSON   XI.— September  9. 

JE3TJ8  AND  NICODEMUS.-John  3  : 1-16. 


1 .  There  was  a  man  of  the  Pharisees, 
named  Nicodemus,  a  ruler  of  the  Jews. 

2.  The  same  came  to  Jesus  by  night, 
and  said  unto  him,  Rabbi,  we  know 
thai  thou  art  a  teacher  come  from  God  ; 
for  no  man  can  do  these  miracles  that 
thou  doest,  except  God  be  with  him. 

3.  Jesus  answered  and  said  unto  him, 
Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  thee,  Except 
a  ni  hi  be  born  again,  he  cannot  see  the 
kingdom  of  God. 

4.  Nicodemus  saith  unto  him,  How 
ran  a  man  be  born  when  he  is  old  ?  can 
he  enter  the  second  time  into  his 
mother's  womb,  and  he  born  ? 

5.  Jesus  answered,  Verily,  verily,  I 
say  unto  thee,  Except  a  man  be  born 
of  water  and  of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God. 

6.  That  which  is  born  of  the  flesh  is 
'flesh  ;  and  that  which  is  born  of  the 
Spi>  it  is  spirit. 

7.  Marvel  not  that  I  said  unto  thee, 
Ye  must  be  bom  again. 

8.  The  wind  hloweth  where  it  listeth, 
and  thou  nearest  the  souiid  thereof,  but 
-canst  not  tell  whence  it  cometb,  and 


whither  it  goeth  ;  so  is  every  on 
is  boru  of  the  Spirit. 

9.  Nicodemus  answered  and 
unto  him,  How  cau  these  things 

10.  Jesus  answered  and  said  unt 
Art  thou  a  master  of  Israel,  and  kc 
not  these  things? 

11.  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto 
We  speak  that  we  do  know,  and  ' 
that  we  have  seen  ;  and  ye  recei 
our  witness. 

12.  It  I  have  told  you  earthly 
and  ye  believe  not,  how  shall  ye  b 
if  I  tell  you  of  heavenly  things  1 

13.  And  no  man  hath  ascended 
heaven,  but  he  that  came  dowu 
heaven,  even  the  Son  of  man  i 
in  heaven. 

14.  And  as  Moses  lifted  up  the  s 
in  the  wilderness,  even  so  must  i 
of  man  be  lifted  up  : 

45.  That  whosoever  belie veth 
should   not  perish,  hut   have    c 
life. 

16.  For  God  so  loved  the  worl 
he  gave  his  only  begotten  sod 
whosoever  believeth  in  him  shoi 
perish,  but  have  everlasting  life. 
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Golden  Text  :  God  so  loved  the  world  thai  he  gave  his  only  be- 
gotten Son,  that  wlio8oever  believeth  in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have 
everlasting  life. — John  3:16. 

Of  Nicodemus,  (V.  1)  we  know  only  what  John  states.     He  was  a 
Pharisee,  a  ruier,  i.  e.,  probably  a  mem  bar  of  the  Sanhedrin  (7:  50), 
an  authorized  teacher  (V.  10)  well  inclined    to  Jesus  (7  :  50),  and  a 
disciple  (19:39).     By  night,  (V.  2)   likely   through  prudence.     A 
teacher,  but  was  he  the  Messiah  ?    The  double  verily  (V.  3)  used  only 
to  precede  a  very  important  utterance.     See,  the  new  birth  necessary 
to  even  a  right  conception  of  the  kingdom.      Water,  (V.  5)  baptism 
symbolized  cleansing  from  sin.     It  is  the  Spirit  that  works  the  change, 
(V.  6.)     The  laws  by  which  the  Spirit  works  we  cannot  discover,  the 
effects  we  can  see.    Natural  phenomena  are  used  to  illustrate  spiritual. 
Nicodemus,  a  teacher,  should  have  understood  this  (V.  10.)     We,  (V. 
11)  proverbial,  or  jcrhaps   the  Godhead.      Ye,  the  Jews.     Earthly 
things,  (V.  12)  the  new   birth   the  evidences  of  which   can  be  seen. 
Jesus,  (V.  13)  existed   before  he  came  to  earth.     He  was  God.     He 
alone  has  come  to  earth  to  reveal   heavenly  truths.     Son  of  man,  a 
real  man,  frequently   used    by   Christ.     Numbers   21  :  4-9,  (V.  14.) 
Lifted  up  on  the  cross.     Belief,  (V.   15)  the   essential   requisite  to 
eternal  life.     It  was  love,  (V.  16)  love  alone  that  moved  God  to  pro- 
vide for  man's  salvation.    This  salvation  of  love  is  freely  offered  to  all. 

Xot  reformation  but  regeneration  is  necessary  to  eternal  life.  A 
new,  divine  principle  must  be  implanted  in  the  heart,  the  presence  of 
which  will  be  manifested  in  the  life. 

It  is  the  Spirit  that  works  this  great  change.  Ordinances  and 
means  of  grace  are  valuable  only  as  they  are  channels  through  which 
are  conveyed  to  us  the  blessings  of  redeeming  love. 

Christianity  evidences  its  divine  origin.  Every  member  of  the 
church  should  strive  to  let  his  light  so  shine  that  others  may  glorify 
God.     To  the  extent  the  Spirit  dwells  in  him,  he  will. 

Everlasting  life !  How  much  is  included  in  the  words — freedom 
from  all  the  effects  of  sin,  and  eternal  rest   in  the  presence  of  God. 

How  great  the  love  of  God  to  us  !  Even  his  own  Son  he  did  not 
Withhold  that  we  might  be  saved. 

Could  God  have  made  the  condition  of  salvation  easier  than  it  is — 
talieve  and  be  saved  ?  How  strange  that  any  who  hear  this  gospel 
offer  should  neglect  or  refuse  its  acceptance  ! 

Psalms  145:  9-15  ;  31  :  19-21 ;  36:  5-9. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  8.     How  doth  God  execute  his  decrees  ? 

Ans.  Goxl  executeth  his  decrees  in  the  works  of  creation  and 
providence. 
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LESSON    XII.— September    16, 

JESUS  AT  JACOB'S  WELL. -John  4 :  9-26. 


9.  Then  saith  the  woman  of  Samaria 
unto  him,  How  is  it  that  thou,  being 
a  Jew,  askest  drink  of  me,  which  am 
a  woman  of  Samaria?  for  the  Jews 
have  no  dealings  with  the  Samaritans. 

10.  Jesus  answered  and  saith  unto 
her,  if  thou  k newest  the  gift  of  God, 
and  who  it  is  that  saith  to  thee,  Give 
me  to  drink  ;  thou  wouldest  have  asked 
of  him,  and  he  would  have  given  thee 
living  water. 

11.  The  woman  saith  unto  him,  Sir, 
thou  hast  nothing  to  draw  with,  and 
the  well  is  deep  :  from  whence  then 
hast  thou  that  living  water? 

12.  Art  thou  greater  than  our  father 
Jacob,  which  gave  us  the  well,  and 
drank  thereof  himself,  and  his  children, 
and  his  cattle  ? 

13.  Jesus  answered  and  said  unto  her, 
Whosoever  drinketh  of  th is  water  shall 
thirst  again  : 

14.  But  whosoever  drinketh  of  the 
water  that  I  shall  give  him  shall  never 
thirst ;  but  the  water  that  I  shall  give 
him  shall  be  in  him  a  well  of  water 
springing  up  into  everlasting  li.'e. 

15.  The  woman  saith  unto  him,  Sir, 
give  me  this  water,  that  I  tbirst  not, 
neither  come  hither  to  draw. 

16.  Jesus  saith  unto  her,  Go  call  thy 
husband,  and  come  hither. 


,17.  The  woman  answered  ant 
have  no  husband.  Jesus  said  u 
Thou  hast  well  said,  I  have  no  h 

18.  For  thou  hast  had  five  hu 
and  he  whom  thou  now  hast 
thy  husband  :  in  that  saidst  the 

19.  The  woman  saith  unto  h 
I  perceive  that  thou  art  a  prop 

20.  Our  fathers  worshipped 
mountain  ;  and  ye  say,  that  in 
lem  is  the  place  where  men  o 
worship. 

21.  Jesus  saith  unto  her,  1 
believe  me,  the  hour  cometh,  y 
shall  neither  in  this  mountain, 
at  Jerusalem,  worship  the  Fath 

22.  Ye  worship  ye  know  not 
we  know  what  we  worship  ;  fo 
tion  is  of  the  Jews. 

23.  But  the  hour  cometh,  anc 
when  the  true  worshippers  8h 
ship  the  Father  in  spirit  and  ii 
for  the  Father  seeketh  such  to 
him 

24   God  is  a  Spirit ;  and  tli 
worship  him  must  worship  him 
and  in  truth. 

25.  The  woman  saith  unto 
know  that  Messias  cometh,  ? 
called  Christ :  when  he  is  come, 
tell  us  all  things. 

20.  Jesus  saith  unto  her,  I  th: 
unto  thee  am  he. 


Golden  Text:      Wliosoever  drinketh  of  the  water  that  . 
give  him  shall  never  thirst. — John  4:14. 

Dealings,  (V.  9)  social  rather  than  business.      Gift,  (V.  10) 
tion   by   Christ,  living,  unfailing,  the  gift  of  the  Spirit,  (Gal. 
23.)     In  him,  (V.  14)  perennial,  Jesus    will   give  that   whic 
always  supply  our  greatest  needs.     Call,  (V.  16)  the  way  is 
prepared  for  an  answer  to  the  request  (V.  15)  greater  that*  the  i 
dared  to  hope  for.     It  is  sin  that  prevents  our  obtaining  the 
blessing.     It  must  first  be  confessed   and  turned  from.     Not,  ( 
an  adulteress.     Prophet,  (V.  19)  a  new  light  was  beginning  tc 
on  her.     This,  (V.  20)  Gerizim,   near   by,  where  still  at  stater 
the  Samaritans  worship.     Neither,  (V.  21)  God's  worship  will 
especially   connected    with    any    locality.     Knew   not,    (V.    2! 
Samaritans   accepted    only    the   Pentateuch    as    the    word    of 
Jews,  comes  through  them.     Spirit,  (V.  23)  forms  are  useful 
ful,  but  only  as  they  aid  spiritual    worship.     Too  often   they 
hindrance.     Seeketh,  true   worship  is  a  source  of  joy  to  God. 
(V.  24)  not  corporeal.     Truth,  sincerity.       Cometh,  (V.  25)  th 
is  being  prepared  for  a  full  revelation.     How  general  this  expe 
of  the  Messiah  was !     /,  (V.  26)  the  clearest  possible   declara 
his  Messiahship.     No  wonder  the  woman  was  surprised. 
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How  uaturally  Jesus  introduced  spiritual  truths  iuto  ordinary  con- 
creation !  How  interesting  were  they  as  presented  by  him  !  We, 
dio  are  his  ministers,  can'  learn  much  in  this  respect  from  his  preaching. 

Blind  adherence  to  past  forms,  etc.,  because  they  are  old  is  as  hurt- 
til  as  the  introduction  of  new  ones  simply  because  they  are  new. 
'he  question  should  be,  what  will  best  promote  the  soul's  welfare; 
rhat  is  most  in  harmony  with  the  teachings  of  God's  word. 

Refusals,  disappointments,  etc.,  etc.,  are  sometimes  the  way  God 
ses  to  answer  our  requests.     "  Judge  not  the  Lord  by  feeble  sense." 

It  is  sin  that  keeps  us  from  God.  The  first  thing  necessary  in 
rder  to  enjoy  the  tokens  of  his  favor  is  to  turn  from  our  sins.  His 
ealings  with  us  are  intended  to  bring  them  to  our  remembrance  and 
o  lead  us  to  forsake  them. 

The  presence  of  God  is  not  confined  to  any  locality  or  to  any  ordi- 
lance.  One  place  is  as  sacred  as  another.  Greatest  care  should  be 
aken  with  ourselves.     "  In  spirit  and  iu  truth." 

We  need,  and  should  constantly  and  prayerfully  seek  the  presence 
)f  the  Spirit. 

Psalms  19:  11-14;  36  :  7-10-;  51  :  17-19. 

shorter  catechism, 

Ques.  9.      W  hat  is  the  work  of  creation  f 

An*.  The  work  of  creation  is  God's  making  all  things  of  nothing, 
by  the  word  of  his  power,  in  the  space  of  six  days,  and  all  very  good. 


*  ♦ 


Mari\i 


AGES. 


By  Rev.  R.  M.  Sommerville,  D.  D.,  in  New  York,  on  May  29,  1894,  E.  H. 
Bcck,  licentiate,  and  Miss  Florence  Reynolds,  of  the  2d  N.  Y.  congregation. 

By  Rev.  Wm.  Littlejohn,  on  June  20,  1894,  at  Denison,  Kansas,  A.  I.  Robb, 
licentiate,  and  Miss  S.  E.  Toriiknce. 

By  Rev.  S.  G.  Conner,  at  the  residence  of  the  bride's  parents,  Primrose,  Pa., 
August  2,  1894,  James  H.  McBurney  and  Miss  Sadie  B.  Scott. 

By  Rev.  Robert  J.  Mclsaac,  of  the  Southern  Mission,  assisted  by  Rev.  Jami- 
son, of  Ligonier,  at  the  residence  ot  the  bride's  mother  in  Ligonier,  Westmore- 
land county,  Pa.,  John  B.  McIsaac,  licentiate,  and  Miss  Matilda  Bell 
Mcrpht. 


p 


BITUAR1ES. 


Mb.  Edgak,  father  of  Rev.  G.  A.  Edgar  and  Miss  Maggie  B.,  our  missionary, 
died  on  the  5th  of  August,  1'  .30  a.  m.,  at  his  late  home  in  Beaver  Falls. 

Mrs.  Mawhinney,  a  member  of  Pittsburgh  congregation,  died  at  her  late 
home  in  Pittsburgh  on  July  28th,  6  a.  m.  Few  women  have  left  behind  them  a 
better  record.     She  will  be  widely  missed. 

Rby.  Dr.  R.  A.  McAyeal  died  at  Cambridge,  Nebraska,  April  11th,  in  his  70th 
year.  The  burial  was  at  Amesburg,  Mass.,  April  lGth.  He  was  born  in  Wash- 
ington County,  Pa.  and  graduated  at  Geneva  college,  then  at  North  wood,  Ohio. 
He  was  twenty  years  pastor  at  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
church;  he  was  then  pastor  at  Lawrence,  Mass.,  for  fourteen  years;  in  1871,  he 
wu  moderator  of  the  General  Assembly. 
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James  Boyd,  a  ruling  elder  in  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  congregation, of 
Hickory  Grove,  Iowa,  departed  tins  life  November  22, 1898,  in  the  85th  year  of 
his  age.  The  deceased  was  laid  to  rest  in  Service  church  cemetery,  beside  wife 
and  little  daughter  to  await  the  morning  of  the  resurrection.  The  days  of  our 
years  are  threescore  years  and  ten;  and  if  by  reason  of  strength  they  be  fourscore 
years,  yet  is  their  strength  labour  and  sorrow;  for  it  is  soon  cut  off  and  we  fly 
away.  R 

Mrs.  Rachkl  E.  Dodds,  wife  of  Mr.  Davidson  Dodds,  died  in  Beaver  Falls, 
Pa.,  January  7,  1894,  of  influenza,  aged  sixty -eight  years.  Her  maiden  name 
was  Bole,  being  born  and  reared  within  the  bounds  of  the  Brookland  congregation, 
Westmoreland  Co.,  Pa.,  where  her  remains  are  sepulchered.  In  1875,  the  family 
removed  to  Beaver  Falls,  where  the  deceased  was  known  and  recognized  to  be  a 
lover  of  the  ordinances  of  God's  house,  and  a  zealous  promoter  of  the  interesti 
of  the  Covenanter  congregation.  She  was  a  very  peaceful  Christian,  carrj  ing  oak 
in  hei  life  the  principles  she  intelligently  espoused  from  her  youth.  In  the  con- 
gregation, and  especially  in  her  own  family  circle,  will  her  kind  helpfulness  be 
missed.  She  leaves  a  sorrowing  husband,  a  dev6ted  son  and  dutiful  daughter, 
with  whom  may  the  Lord  deal  very  graciously.     "She  is  not  dead  but  sleepeth" 

Died,  March  14, 1893,  Rebecca  Caroline  Finney,  in  the  85th  year  of  her 
age.  Miss  Finney  was  a  faithful  and  consistent  member  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church  for  the  last  twenty  years  of  her  life,  having  connected  with 
the  Elizabeth  congregation  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  and  later  placing  her  certificate 
in  the  McEeesport  congregation,  of  which  she  was  a  member  at  death.  As  long 
as  her  health  permitted  she  was  an  active'  worker  in  the  Sabbath  School,  audi 
regular  attendant  upon  all  the  services  of  the  sanctuary.  And  although  an  ex- 
treme sufferer  during  the  closing  months  and  especially  days  of  her  life,  she  wat 
patient  to  the  end  and  joyfully  awaited  her  reward.  Her  place  on  earth  ii 
vacant  and  her  work  here  is  done;  but  the  palm,  the  crown,  and  the  harp,  wt 
believe,  are  bers  forever  more.  The  loss  is  ours;  the  gain  is  hers.  A  widowed 
mother  and  an  unmarried  brother  are  the  surviving  inmates  of  the  home.  May 
they  ever  be  blessed  with  the  sustaining  and  comforting  grace  of  that  "Friend 
that  sticketh  closer  than  a  brother."  To  Him  we  commend  them  and  all  the 
bereaved  and  sorrowing  friends.  J.  S.  M. 

The  Ladies'  Missionary  Society  of  the  Second  Reformed  Presbyterian  congre- 
gation of  Philadelphia,  desire  to  offer  a  tribute  of  love  and  respect  to  the  memory 
of  Mrs.  S.  O.  Wylie,  who  entered  quietly  and  peacefully  upon  her  heavenly  in- 
heritance April  2,  1894. 

In  the  death  of  Mrs.  Wylie  our  society  has  lost  a  faithful  and  efficient  member 
and  one  who  was  a  loyal  supporter  of  the  cause  of  missions.  Her  death  removes 
from  earth  one  of  those  beloved  and  honored  women  who,  in  her  own  quiet  and 
beautiful  way,  advanced  our  Redeemer's  kingdom.  We  would  remember  in  lov- 
ing sympathy  those  who  are  called  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a  sainted  mother,  aod 
while  we  "weep  with  those  who  weep,"  we  rejoice  that  her  Christian  life  aod 
triumphant  death  gave  evidence  that  the  Master  she  loved  and  served  on  earth 
has  ministered  to  her  an  abundent  entrance  into  the  everlasting  kingdom  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  M,  A.  Peoples,  1 

M.  A.  Sterkktt,         >  Committee. 
Marie  L.  Cleeland,  J 

Miss  Elizabeth  McCune  died  the  morning  of  the  29th  of  May,  1894,  at  the 
home  of  her  sister,  Mrs.  J.  U.  Boyd  at  Utica,  Ohio.  The  deceased  was  born  at 
sea.  Her  early  life  was  spent  in  Philadelphia,  where  while  young  she  united 
with  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  Rev.  T.  W.  J  Wylie,  pastor.  Forsoine 
years  she  had  resided  with  her  sister,  and  connected  In  iself  with  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  congregation  of  Utica,  under  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  J.  C.  Boyd,  and 
remained  a  member  of  this  congregation  until  her  decease.  Miss  McCune  was » 
woman  of  unusually  quiet  and  unassuming  life,  but  of  rare  consistency  «f 
Christian  life  and  walk,  and  though  she  is  dead,  she  yet  speaks,  and  her  influence 
and  example  will  long  be  remembered.  She  was  never  of  robust  constitution, 
and  her  last  years  were  marked  by  growing  feebleness.  Her  last  sickness  waft 
long,  and  many  wearisome  nights  and  days  were  appointed  to  her.  yet  she  never 
complained;  she  knew  whom  she  had  believed,  and  that  he  was  able  to  keep  that 
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which  the  had  committed  unto  him  against  that  day.  The  end  came  very 
quietly,  a  fitting  termination  to  the  life  that  she  had  led.  She  sleeps,  bat  she 
shall  awake.  Mark  the  perfect,  and  behold  the  upright,  for  the  latter  end  of  that 
man  is  peace.  T 

Eldkr  John  Cook,  died  at  his  home  on  Fifth  avenue,  Beaver  Falls,  Pa.,  of 

kidney  disease,  January  9,  1894,  aged  nearly  80  years.     He  was  born  near  Enon, 

Bearer  Co.,  Pa.,  March  18,  1814,  where  the  family  nettled  in  the  closing  years  of 

the  past  century.      His  father,  James  Cook,  was  one  of  the  original  members 

and  elders  of  the  Little  Beaver  congregation.      The  subject  of  this  sketch  was 

early  led  to  a  confession  of  his  faith  in  Christ,  and  an  acceptance  of  the  principles 

of  the  Covenanter  Church,  to  which  he  was  always  devotedly  attached.     In  the 

fall  of  1869,  Mr.  Cook  removed  to  Beaver  Falls,  where  he  was  instrumental  in 

building  up  the  material  and  spiritual  interests  of  this  city.    At  the  organization 

of  the  first  Covenanter  congregation,  November  10,  1874,  he  was  chosen  one  of 

the  ruling  elders,  and  continued  to  discharge  the  duties  of  this  office  until  his 

death.     His  beloved  companion  preceded  him  three  years  in  entering  upon  the 

heavenly  rest.      He  leaves  three  sons,  five  daughters,  and  a  host  of  friends  to 

mourn  his  removal  from  earth.     Mr.  Cook  was  a  mild,  quiet  and  reserved  man, 

always  displaying  a  remarkably  Christian  deportment.      He  was  judicious  in  his 

official  relation,  affectionate  in  his  parental  duties,  faithful  in  performing  his 

religious  obligations.     He  was  greatly  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  church  and 

aggregation,  and  deeply  grieved  when  any  departed  from  the  faith.     He  was 

buried  in  the  New  Galilee  cemetery  amid  the  dust  of  his  ancestry,  awaiting  the 

resurrection  of  the  just.     "The  fathers,  where  are  they  ?" 

Mihutb  of  Ohio  Presbytery,  adopted  April  10th,  on  the  death  of  Rev.  Armour 
McFarland.    The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  in  County  Tyrone,  Ireland, 
March  8,  1808,  and  entered  into  rest  April  4,  1894.    He  received  his  education  in 
Scotland,  taking  his  degree  in  1828.      He  was  licensed  to  preach  the  gospel  in 
1890,  and  after  preaching  a  short  time  came  to  this  country  in  1831.    For  several 
yean  he  preached  to  the  scattered  congregations  inwhat  was  then  the  west.    He 
was  ordained  and  installed  pastor  of  the  Utica  congregation  in  1837,  and  held 
the  pastorate  of  this  congregation  for  18  years.    In  1847  he  took  in  addition  the 
care  of  the  Jonathan's  Creek  congregation,  which  he  held  for  29  years.    He  was 
also  pastor  of  Middle  Wheeling  congregation  from  1866  to  1875.  In  1876  he  re- 
tired from  the  active  ministry  on  account  of  failing  health.    The  closing  years  of  his 
life  were  spent  in  great  feebleness  of  body,  yet  he  never  lost  his  deep  interest  in 
the  work  of  the  church  and  the  cause  of  religion .     Father  McFarland  was  for 
W  years  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  and  was  for  46  years  actively  engaged  in  minis- 
terial labors.      He  was  a  faithful  preacher  of  the  gospel.      The  most  vigorous 
jeareof  his  life  were  those  covering  the  period  of  the  slavery  discussion,  and  in 
this  he  took  an  active  part,  and  in  the  cause  of  freedom  he  rendered  valuable  service. 
He  gave  many  lectures,  and  frequently  debated  the  question,  often  when  he 
was  exposed  to  personal  violence.     He  was  also  an  active  advocate  of  temperance, 
the  royal  claims  of  Christ  the  King,  and  other  current  reforms.      His  removal 
calls  away  the  oldest  constituent  member  of  this  court,  and  the  oldest  minister  in 
the  church.      He  was  the  last  of  those  who  commenced  preaching  before  the 
division  of  1833  to  be  called  to  hi9  reward.     We  place  on  record  our  high  appre- 
ciation ot  his  worth,  and  testify  to  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  as  a 
preacher,  a  pastor,  a  reformer  and  a  presbyter.    Let  us  be  admonished  by  the 
removal  of  this  aged  father  to  diligence  and  activity  in  the  Master's  service,  for 
the  night  comet h  when  no  man  can  work. 

biED  at  her  residence  in  Allegheny,  Pa.,  April  3,  1894,  Mrs.  Nancy  (Black) 
AKDBK80N,  wife  of  William  Anderson,  in  the  61st  year  of  her  age.  Her  disease 
was  pneumonia  of  an  acute  type.  From  her  usual  health  she  was  in  a  few  days 
Bflinbered  with  the  dead.  Though  cut  down  so  suddenly  there  is  good  reason  to 
believe  that  she  was  prepared  to  meet  her  God  and  Saviour.  At  the  early  age  of 
sixteen  she  made  a  profession  of  religion  by  connecting  herself  with  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  congregation  of  Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny,  then  under  the  pastoral 
CMeof  the  late  Or.  Thomas  Sproull ;  but  at  the  time  of  her  death  she  was  a 
member  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church.  Her  life  and  conversation  were  such 
as  adorned  the  gospel,  and  evinced  the  sincerity  of  her  piety.  In  all  her  relations 
with  friends  and  kindred  she  was  most  unselfish;  and  in  this  respect  had  few 
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equals.  Asa  sister,  she  was  devotedly  attached  to  her  brothers,  and  took  a  deep 
interest  in  all  that  concerued  their  welfare.  As  a  wife  she  was  true  andfailhfal, 
and  the  heart  of  her  husband  safely  trusted  in  her.  As  a  mother,  she  was  ten- 
der and  loving,  deeply  concerned  Tor  the  spiritual  as  well  as  the  temporal 
interests  of  her  children,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  them  all  publically 
taking  their  place  amoung  th  j  professed  followers  of  Christ,  and  as  a  member  of 
the  church,  she  was  active  aud  diligent  in  every  good  work.  The  large  and 
sorrowing  company  that  followed  her  remains  to  the  silent  city  of  the  dead  was 
a  testimony  of  the  esteem  in  which  she  was  held.  But  while  friends  and  relative* 
sorrow  over  her  departure,  they  can  say — 

"Now  take  thy  rest  in  thy  shadowy  hall, 

In  thy  mournful  shroud  reposing; 
There  is  no  blight  on  thy  soul  to  fall, 

No  mist  on  its  light  is  closing. 

It  will  shine  in  glory  when  time  is  o'er, 
When  each  phantom  of  earth  shall  wither, 

When  the  friends  that  deplore  thee  sigh  no  more, 
But  lie  down  in  the  dust  together. 

Though  sad  winds  wail  in  the  cypress  bough, 
Thou  art  resting  calm  and  untroubled  now."  Com. 

Mr.  Robert  Casket,  son  of  Wm.  and  Agnes  McMillan,  was  born  in  County 
Deny,  Ireland,  in  April,  1802,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Allegheny,  Pa.,  on  April 
18.  1894.  Shortly  after  coming  to  the  United  States  he  obtained  a  position  is 
the  Western  Pennsylvania  Penitentiary,  where  he  served  as  an  officer  until  nil 
death,  a  period  of  sixty  years  aud  eight  moulhs.  On  account  of  an  injury  be 
received  in  October,  1891,  he  was  not  able  to  go  far  from  his  home  for  the  last 
two  yeais  and  of  his  life. 

Shortly  after  coming  to  this  countiy  Mr.  Caskey  united  with  the  Allegheny 
and  Pittsburgh  congregation,  then  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Thos.  Sproull.  Be 
identified  himself  witli  the  Central  Allegheny  congregation  at  the  time  of  its  or- 
ganization. For  many  years  he  served  in  it  as  a  trustee,  and  latterly  as  an  elder, 
performing  most  satisfactorily  the  duties  of  his  office. 

The  memory  of  Mr.  Caskey  will  long  be  held  in  grateful  remembrance  in  the 
community  iu  which  he  lived  and  especially  by  his  brethren  in  the  church.  He 
was  a  plain,  straightforward,  simple  man,  shrinking  from  everything  like  display- 
He  was  spirited,  thoroughly  honest,  honorable,  truthful  and  benevolent.  Few 
persons  are  so  favored  with  a  happy  and  contented  disposition  and  live  in  such  an 
atmosphere  of  perpetual  suushiue.  His  deeds  of  kindness  were  numberless  and 
yet  they  were  performed  iu  a  manner  so  free  from  ostentation  that  but  few  except 
the  recipients  knew  of  them.  His  hospitality  was  boundless.  He  never  appeared 
to  enjoy  himself  so  much  as  wheu  he  was  contributing  to  the  enjoyment  of  others. 
It  was  his  custom  to  entertain  at  dinner  on  communion  Sabbaths  all  who  were 
willing  to  accept  his  kind  invitation.  He  was  very  decided  in  his  convictions, 
very  firm  in  his  maintenance  of  them,  and  yet  verv  charitable  towards  those  who 
differed  from  him.  He  was  a  "just  aud  devout"  man,  a  lover  of  God's  word, 
the  ordinances  of  God's  house,  never  absent  except  for  good  reason,  and  of  God's 
people.  No  congregation,  no  pastor,  could  desire  a  more  considerate  or  unselfish 
friend.  His  end  was  peace.  Quietly,  free  from  pain,  he  gradually  passed  away- 
'* Mark  the  perfect  and  behold  the  upright,  for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace" 

Mr.  Caskey  was  very  happy  in  his  home  life.  His  wife,  well  known  to  mauy 
of  our  readers,  died  on  March  1,  1881.  Since  then  he  has  lived  in  the  old 
home  with  his  daughters.  No  father  could  be  more  tenderly  cared  for  in  his  &e 
dining  years  than  was  he.    They  will  have  their  reward. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  session  of  Central  Allegheny  congregation,  held  9s 
August  6, 1894,  the  following  action  was  taken  : 

In  the  death  of  Mr.  Robert  Caskey,  this  session  has  lost  a  wise  counsellor,  Us 
congregation  a  firm,  unselfish  friend,  the  church  a  consistent  member  and  liber* 
sypporter,  the  community  a  model  citizen,  and  the  poor  a  generous  benefactor 
We  regard  it  both  as  a  duty  and  a  pleasure  to  bear  this  tnbute  to  the  memor 
of  one  who  ever  made  it  his  aim  to  perform  his  full  duty  to  God  and  man.  Tc 
the  bereaved  family  session  extends  its  deepest  sympathy. 

W.  C.  Allen,  Clerk. 
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Elder  Robert  Paisley  died  of  general  debility,  at  his  home  on  College 
Avenue,  Beaver  Falls,  Pa.,  October  21,  1893,  aped  seventy-six  year?.  Coming 
in  early  life  to  this  country  be  settled  in  New  York  City,  where  he  connected 
with  the  Second  Reformed  Presbyterian  congregation  un.ler  the  pastorate  of  the 
celebrated  Rev.  Robert  Gibson.  In  1840  he  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  J.  Park, 
the  first  couple  thus  united  by  the  late  Dr.  Andrew  Stevenson.  In  1845,  Mr. 
Paisley  removed  to  Philadelphia,  and  was  for  some  years  in  connection  with  the 
First  congregation,  subsequently  joining  the  Third  church  under  the  pastorate  of 
the  late  Dr.  A.  M.  Milligan.  In  1861,  he  removed  to  New  Alexandria,  and,  in 
1869,  to  Allegheny,  in  both  places  being  under  the  ministry  of  Dr.  Milligan, 
to  whom  he  was  devotedly  attached,  and  the  families  were  most  intimate  in 
friendship.  In  1873,  Mr.  Paisley  removed  to  Beaver  Falls,  ana  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Covenanter  Church  in  this  city.  At  the  organization  of  the 
first  congregation,  November  10,  1874,  he  was  chosen  a  ruling  elder,  and  con- 
tinued in  this  official  relation  until  his  death,  being  the  first  member  of  session 
thus  removed.  He  leaves  a  widow,  two  children,  and  a  number  of  grand-child- 
ren. Mr.  Paisley  was  possessed  of  considerable  wealth,  being  connected  with 
the  Paisley  Stove  Works.  He  was  a  sound  Covenanter,  strong  in  his  convictions, 
and  courageous  in  expressing  his  opinion.  He  was  a  safe  counsellor,  kind  hus- 
band, and  pious  Christian.  He  was  anxious  about  the  settlement  of  a  pastor, 
and  just  two  weeks  after  the  installation  of  the  present  pastor,  he  passed  over  to 
his  eternal  rest.  His  remains  were  interred  in  the  New  Alexandria  cemetery. 
"Precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of  his  saints.'' 

On  Monday  evening,  March  19th,  Hugh  O'Neill,  Jr.,  the  ouly  son  of  Hugh 
O'Neill,  the  great  dry  goods  merchant  of  this  city,  died,  after  one  week's  illness, 
at  the  residence  of  his  parents,  143  West  Fifty-seventh  street,  of  pneumonia. 
The  funeral  services  took  place  at  the  Calvary  Baptist  church,   West  Fifty- 
seventh  street,  adjoining  the  residence  of  Mr.  O'Neill,  on  Thursday,  March  22d, 
at  1  P.  M.     Before  the  body  was  removed  from  the  house  a  touching  prayer  was 
offered   by  Rev.  G.   H.   Smyth,  of  East  Orange,  an   uncle  of  the  deceased. 
The  public  services  at  the  church  immediately  followed.      At  one  o'clock  the 
funeral  procession  appeared  at  the  door  ot   the    church  headed  by  Rev.   Dr. 
Kennedy,     Rev.     Dr.    McArthur,    Rev.     Dr.    Kitteridge,    Rev.    Dr.    Young, 
Rev.    Dr.   McClurkin,   and    Rev.    Mr.    Carson,   all   of    whom   participated   in 
the  services.      Dr.  McArthur  read  the  burial  service  as  the  casket  was  borne 
down  the  aisle,  the  pallbeaiers,  family  aud  friends  having  entered  the  pews  set 
apart  for  them.     Dr.  McArthur  offered  prayer  ami  was  followed  by  the  c  (anting 
of  Psalm  23,  by  a  male  quartet.      Dr.    Kitteridge    read  from  the   scriptures. 
Rev.  Dr.  James  Kennedy  then  made  a  very  feeling  address  to  tin  young  persons 
present,  taking  for  his  text  th«  graud  characteristics  of  the  dead.      Dr.  Young 
made  an  eloquent  address,  and  being  a  close  personal  friend  of  the  deceased  his 
remarks,  coming  as  they  did  from  personal  knowledge  and  close  observation  of 
the  young  man's  life  and  character,  impressed   the  large  congregation  deeply. 
The  young  man  would  have  completed  his  eighteenth  year  on  the  twenty-first  of 
Jane  next,  had  a  grand  physique,  standing  six  feet  one  inch  in  height,  with  a 
noble,  manly  countenance.      He  possessed  more  than  ordinary  characteristics, 
and  his  promise  of  future  usefulness  in  the  church  and  the  world  was  great. 
Carefully  reared  and  surrounded  by  Chiistian  influences,  he  early  took  interest 
in  matters  pertaiuing  to  the  development  of  character  in  himself  and  others. 
A.  leader  in  Christian  Endeavor  work,  and  a  regular  member  ot  the  Loyal  Legion 
Temperance  society,  he  brought  to  his  work  all  the  energy  of  his  youth.    He  was 
*  loving  son  and  brother,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  delirium  of  his  illness  his  few 
conscious  moments  were  given  to  assuring  his  sorrowing  parents  and  sisters  that 
he  did  not  fear  death.      He  would  have  completed  his  education  next  June  and 
would  have  gone  into  the  great  establishment  of  his  father,  and  in  time  would 
nave  become  his  worthy  successor.      The  services  closed  with  a  prayer  by  Dr. 
McClurkin  and  the  benediction  by  Rev.  Mr.  Carson.    The  funeral  proceeded 
by  special  train  to  Bronxville,  on  the  Harlem  railroad,  where  the  body  was  com- 
mitted to  its  final  resting  place,  after  a  short  prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  Sommerville 
and  the  benediction  by  Rev.  Dr.  Kennedy.      A   noble  character  gone,  but  he 
will  live  in  the  memories  of  his  friends  and  associates.      He  was  a  member,  with 
hi*  parents,  of  the  Fourth  Reformed  Presbyteriau  church,  West  Forty -eighth 
•treet,  of  which  Rev.  Dr.  James  Kennedy  is  pastor.  — Af.  T.  Independent. 


A  cknoxoledgm  en  Is. 


Walter  T.  Miller,  treasurer,  Cotton  Exchange  Building,  New  Yor 
acknowledges  the  following  receipts  for  the  Foreign  Mission 


April,  1894. 

4,  W.S.Elliott,ElmGrove,W.Va$  5  00 
4,  Parnassus  cong 25  00 

4,  3d  New  York  cong.,  add'l.. .     6  50 

7,  R.  W.  Gilchrist,  Neb 10  00 

0,  D.  McCaw,  Welland,  Can..     5  00 

10,  L.,M.,S.,  Cent.  Alleg'y  cong.  40  00 

1 1,  Cash,  Reform,  111 5  00 

11.  Rev.  B.  M.  Sharp 3  00 

13,  Mrs.   J.  McCracken'8   Bible 

Class,  Southfield 12  00 

18,  M.  S.,  1st  Boston  com? 50  00 

14,  S.S.,Londondery,forMersiue  10  00 

1 6,  North  Cedar  cone 2  00 

17,  8.  S.,  8th  Street,  Pittsburgh,  86  43 

19,  8.  8.,  2d  Philadelphia 538  G7 

20,  L.  M.  8.,  Hopkinton,  for  edu- 

cating a  child 50  00 

21,  Barn  esvi  lie  cong 7  6D 

21,  W.M.  S.,  Barnesville  cong..    2  40 

23,  Staunton  cong 16  30 

28,  8.  8.,  Sharon 19  06 

May. 

5,  L.  M.  S.,  Lake  Reno 10  00 

8,  8.  S.,  3d  Philadelphia 8  (56 

8,  8.  S.,  Central  Allegheny. ...   17  88 

8,  Central  Allegheny '.....   43  75 

9,  2d  New  York,  add'l 242  3i 

11,  L.  M.  8  ,  Union,  lor  Suadia.  25  00 

11,  L.  M.  8.,  Youngstown 2  50 

12,  Bequest  of  Mrs.  Susan  Me- 

Mullan 1000  00 

12,  L.  M.  S.,  Beavf  r  Falls 30  00 

14,  Mrs.  Rebecca  Law 2  00 

16,  Ministers  of  Ref.  Pres.  C'h. 

for  sal.  of  pastors'  miss'y, 

Rev.  J.  Boggs  Dodds.  -     (>94  00 

19,  2d  New  burgh  cong 70  90 

19,  S.  8.,  2d  Newbuigh 36  45 

19,  Y.  P.  8.  C.E.,  2d  Newbureh  33  00 
23,  Women  of  2d  N.  Y..  add'l 

for  mountain  schools 30  00 

23,  L.  M.  S.,  Bovina 30  00 

23,  Mrs.NancYE.FarisforSuadla  15  0j 
21),  Y.  P.  8.  C.  E.,  2d  annual  pay 't 

for  mountain  schools 12  50 

25,  Jos.  McFarland  aud  wife,  of 

Salem 10  00 

25,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robt.  Englihh, 

Pittsburgh 2  00 

28,  W.M.S.,  1st  Phila.,  half-year- 

ly con.  i^atakiyeh  srh.  I'd.  50  00 

29,  S.S.,  E?»st  End,  Pittsburgh..  15  00 
31,  L.  M.  8.,  Church  Hill 10  00 

June. 

1,  L.  M.  S.,  Tabor 10  00 

2,  Almonte  cong 85  00 


June. 

4,  S.  S..  Parnassus |. . . 

5,  8.  S.,  United  Miami 

5,  1st  Phila.,  spec,  collection.. 
6,- Estate  EmeliueG.  Metbeny 

6,  Youngstown  cong 

6,  Miss  8.  M.  Stevenson,  Zaue» 

ville,  O 

9,  J  M.  and  L.  M.  Wylie,  Dray 
ton,  S.  1) 

9,  8.  8.,  Geneva 

22,  W.  M.  S.,  Jonathan's  Creel 

23,  L.  M.  8.,   Winchester,  semi 

annual  payment  for  nativ 
teacher  in  Syria - 

28,  New  Concord  cong 

30,  W.  M.  S.,  Pittsburgh  Pies'j 

30,  •«  "    for  Cyprus.. 

30,  "  "     for  Syria.... 

30,  •«  «•     for  Suadia.. 

30,  4i  "     for  Latakiye 

30,  4t  «■     for  Bibles  to 

child'n  inSyii 

30,  "  %<     for  read,  iooi 

Latakiye 
(The  above  thank-offering  {>er  Mrs.  . 

Kee,  treatsuier.) 

.)  uly. 

'A  Sylvania  cong 

2,  Robt.  Ritchie,  Idana,  Kan. 

2,  Clarksburg  cong 

2,  A  young  man  mem.  2d  N.  Y 
semi-anu'l  cont'n  under  < 
year  pledge  for  Suadia  pc 
Herald  of  Miwion  New* 

2,  Div.  of  portion  of  note  of  I 

II.  Wheeler,  donation  b 

Princeton,  Ind.,  coug. . . 

— ,  Princeton,  Iud.,  cong 

6,  S.  S.,  Sharon 

7,  L.M.S.,  Allegheny,  lorsupp 

of  scho'r  in  Syrian  miss' 
12,  S.  S.,  8ih  Street,  Pittsburg! 

12,  S.  S.,  Londonderry 

12,  L.  M.  S.,  Clarksburg 

10,  Miss    Mattie   Gamble,    Coi 

nelsville,  Ind.,  lor  Sundt 
30,  S.  S.  class  of  I).  A.    Whit 

specially  for  Tarsus 

30,  L.  M.  S.,  Old  Bethel,  for  hal 

year's  salary  native  taacl 

er  in  Scda , 

30,  S.  S.,  Geneva 

1,  Win.  McNaughton,  ]>erRe 

J.  S.  Thompson 

1,  L.  M.  S.%  Sharon 

7,  S.  S.,  Hebrou,  Kas 


Thk  address  of  Rev.  N.  R.  Johnston  is  1024  E.  30th  street,  Oakland, 
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Tin.*  Moderator's  Sermon   «J"i3 

Good  Works 300 

NOTKS   ANl»    ITKMS ■-- 365-373 

ECCLKSIASIK'AL — 

New  York  rn-hl.vterv 372 

Ordination  and   Installation  of  Mr.  A.  I.  Kobb 3i4 

The  Late  Meeting  of  Pittsburgh  Prcsbvterv 374 
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OBITL'AUIKS — 

Rev.  ,1.  Knox   Reed,  John   McQueen.  Mrs.   M.  J.  Hosack,  John  Cook, 
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PnTsr.iuiii  PiiK-r.Yii.KY  will  meet  in  MiUei's  Run  churcli  on  Tuesday, 
Oct  oho  r  !»:h.  at  in  \    m. 

Mi>s  Kv.vhvi  ^ri. i:ui-it.  of  miu  I'iiicia,  As«si  Minor,  Mission,  left  for  the 
lorcij'r  [:«•'«!  at  'h*-  close  •»!'  Aujim. 

Cm  i  ;  •  i  io.N  f.ir  hull, n  Minion,  n,-t..b.-r  .".d  Sabbath,  12,000.  This  work  is 
br.iholiin.:  •    :t,  and   «".j  :l.i-  amount  will  •»•:  needed. 

<\  ;.;  i  .  ■  i f i n  r.n  *i„.  riiiKi.'Ms  Home  Mi.-sion.  October  1st  Sabbath,  f2,<!Co.  A 
•'si!!  La*  ■•roil   nude   !»i  ah:  .r  N-ai'lt-  in  i  hiui'se  work.     Help  will  bo  given  as 

-»ri'!!i-|:N    M1<>1«>N. 

'I  l.i  h.;i..i"- '•.  .-.•••*•'•/•.■  }!•'•■>:..;  i'».'i-tut  Ksj-ai*e  fmul  at  this  date  is  only 
■iFl.V-\K7,  /.••.'•  •  ;'  ;,«•  .••.  .  t  •1fVf....-/r/,  '■•  r-.u  T.h(  /ufmon  one  montJt  when  in  full 
viif-rii! .o:,  ■■-.  :i  .-.  !  •,  "l  i.«  ii v  « »» tfihur  *.-{.  There  are  no  special  binds  this  year 
•ivai!  ihle  i'-.r  :  )>.  -'•■■:  !■:.  I  !:■  • :  s  ■  ■  *  -  ^p-vijied  b\  >yni  d  for  Southern  Mission  eol- 
luflii.ii  :■•  Sir-?  -abb  Ji.  ••'  N  -..■?. :lM-r.  "i:d  :h-  amount  asked  $.">,()u0.  The  church 
cm  -••.  '.-..•.s  t  *>  .  •.'.'••.••  ••;  '•'.  *.  .i.-./t) •/.-.•:  ••.-/;;  V  heeded.  The  Synod  of  1S&3 
.i.-ki-l  -*■.».•■■•''  :' »•   -iv!'*  •■    y\  .--v..:::  -he   ivco;jiN  from  1  lie  usual  sources,  viz: 

':  '.'-.  .:•:•.      n:  ^••■'•i:  :i\  •..».;»/.:. -^  miii]  Sabbath  schools,  amounted 


I"     1 


•      .  ... 


•  ..  >•■•  .••..  . -^  .,, ;-  ,.  ..el  .,  .  ,, .  .-,•..  ...  w;  ;  Il(.rij  |(>  .r\yv  f-liis^  year  nearly  twice 

*"■■    '•::     ••      .'   "ii  ■■••*  \--.i  -i  'i'«  !  :  ■  m.i  •  *>  i  hr  mrc.-sar}'  demands.     Had  it  not 

:j        ■  ,:i«    •■'.!"■  -.    •  ■  •  :ii-  '  i:..-   '^li^  >ii-;:is  McMillan  of  Kloomington,  Ind., 

■  ■•■'  •     ■  ••■••    .:■■  ••■ •'  ■  ■     •  •:■■.•••.*  ••:*  M:*.  Lii/.i  T\»ner,  of  Clarinda,  Iowa, 

■;ii'    *•"'       '■..•■.    ::>•.•  M-.-:.!!*-.   •■;:;•■:.  i-i   wiih  the  dividend  ou  invcRtetl 

'■•>'-:-   '  •■■•   -    .*!  ■    :•  v  -    .  i    \  •■  :-i  ■!.»•..•  -hi'*'.  i»  a  dcticit  instead  of  a  balance  at 

•*«°  %""  •    :-  Thkascuf.r. 
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,  the  subject  of  "  Testimony  Bearing."  We  like  the  spirit  that,  in 
confidence  of  right,  goes  before  the  world  to  propagate  a  cause 
without  apologizing  to  it  for  pressing  truth  and  duty  upon  men 
everywhere.  This  church  contributes  more  money,  proportion- 
ately, to  the  cause  of  Christ  than  any  other  of  the  Piesbyterian 
denominations. — Christian  Instructor,  June  21,  1894, 

At  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  (Dutch)  Church  in  June  last,  the 
Federation  of  the  Churches  was  approved  by  a  vote  of  83  to  81. 
The  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church  favors  it.  The  Southern 
Presbyterian  Church  disapproves  it.  The  General  Assemby  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  North,  has  overtured  the  plan  to  the  presby- 
teries. The  General  Assembly  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church 
appointed  representatives  with  this  action:  "In  regard  to  this 
whole  matter  your  committee  have  to  say  that,  while  we  are  unable 
to  see  that  any  great  advantage  would  be  derived  from  such  a 
federation,  we  believe  it  would  serve  to  cultivate  a  closer  friendship 
between  the  churches,  and,  perhaps  be  of  value  at  times  in  a  very 
practical  way."  

The  Canadian  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian   Church  met  in  St. 

John,  N.  B.,  June  12th.     The  greater  part  of  the  deliberations  of 

the  first  two  days  was  taken  up  with  discussions  over  a  new  hymnal. 

"The  conclusion  reached  was  that  the  complete  collection  should 

be  called  the  *  Book  of  Praise/  and  should  include  :     (1)  The  whole 

of  the   Psalms   in  the  metrical  version  now  in  use;    (2)  Selections 

from   the   prose   versions  of  the   Psalms  and  other  portions  of  the 

Scripture  for  chanting  ;    (o)  Selections   from  Psalms  in  the  ordinary 

metrical  version  and  in  other  versions;    (4)   Hymns  approved  and 

adopted  by   the   Assembly  ;    and  (5)  Scripture   sentences.     It  was 

agreed   that   presbyteries    be  asked   to   repor„  their    views  on   the 

whole  subject  to  the  next  General  Assembly." 

Those  who  are  opposed  to  organs  in  churches,  on  scriptural 
grounds,  are  getting  support  from  unexpected  quarters,  though  on 
other  grounds  than  Scripture.  The  Mn.aiati  Herald,  of  March  1st, 
states,  that  iu  a  recent  interview,  Dvorak  said:  "  I  am  inclined  to 
believe  that  a  congregation  which  sings  is  more  apt  to  be  stirred 
emotionally  than  a  congregation  which  simply  listens  to  singing. 
I  find  that  the  tendency  in  chuivhes  is  to  combine  the  choir  and 
organ.  That  presents  a  great  difficulty  to  composers.  I  can  write 
for  the  organ  or  for  the  choir,  but  I  cannot  write  satisfactory  music 
for  the  organ  and  the  choir  combined.  The  organ  is  a  perfect  instru- 
ment for  preludes,  interludes  and  postludes,  but  I  do  not  regard  it 
as  a  good  instrument  to  accompany  voices.  It  would  be  far  better 
to  have  vocal  music  without  any  accompaniment  whatever.  In  the 
great  Roman  cathedrals  the  choirs  sing  without  accompaniment. 
To  my  mind  the  effect  is  very  imposing.  I  like  it  very  much.  It 
is  dignified  and  impressive. — Bulwark. 
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The  General  Assembly  of  the  Southern  Presbyterian  Chur*. 
met  this  year  in  Nashville,  Tenn.  This  church  is  conservative,  n.  o 
hence  the  following  item  has  the  greater  significance,  as  showi  n 
the  pressure  on  the  church  from  the  world:  "  In  the  case  of  M  ii 
Sadie  Means,  a  member  of  a  Charleston  (S.  C.)  church,  who  hi  n 
been  suspended  for  working  in  a  telephone  exchange  on  Sabba  t,  !j 
the  decision  of  the  Synod  which  reinstated  her  was  sustained,  it  L>e 
ing  held  that  in  her  case  the  work  was  not  a  willful  violation  of  the 
fourth  commandment,  and  that  the  use  of  the  telephone  was  often- 
times a  work  of  necessity,  decreasing  work  otherwise  necessarv  on 
the  Sabbath." 

The  invitation  from  the  Presbyterian  Assembly  at  Saratoga  to 
appoint  a  committee  to  meet  a  similar  committee  already  determined 
upon,  to  consider  organic  union,  was  received.  The  resolution  to 
appoint  such  a  committee  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  90  to  68. 

The  feature  of  the  summer  season  was  the  prolonged  drouth. 
The  grass  was  dried  by  the  heat.  The  feature  of  business  through, 
the  summer  was  the  strike  of  the  railroad  employes  all  over  the 
west.  The  feature  of  politics  during  the  past  summer  was  the* 
struggle  in  Congress  on  the  tariff  question.  The  President  inter- 
vened in  an  unusual  way  to  control  legislation,  allowing  a  letter  to 
the  leader  of  the  House  to  form  part  of  his  speech  to  strengthen  the 
House  in  its  disagreement  with  the  Senate.  This  movement  failed, 
and  so  the  tariff  bill  is  less  radical  than  the  President  desired.  The 
disorder  from  the  railroad  strike  was  very  great  in  Chicago.  The 
loss  of  property  by  the  roads  was  large,  and  bills  have  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Cook  county  authorities.  The  ill-gotten  gains  of 
Sabbath  desecration  last  summer  by  the  Fair  must  be  given  up.  Yet 
withal  there  is  an  insensibility  to  divine  judgments.  The  roads 
centring  in  Pittsburgh  inaugurated  Sabbath  excursions  throughout 
the  summer.  They  provoke  the  Lord  to  anger,  and  cannot  contend 
with  him.     We  look  for  further  trouble. 


At  the  close  of  July  Rev.  J.  C.  McFeeters  wrote  us :  "  During 
the  last  week,  including  both  Sabbaths,  there  were  held  at  the  mis- 
sion thirteen  meetings,  at  which  there  were  in  attendance  an  aggre- 
gate of  one  hundred  and  eighty  Hebrews.  Twenty-eight  of  these 
were  little  girls  and  young  ladies  under  Mrs.  Greenberg.  The 
others  were  mostly  young  men  who  seem  to  be  actually  lost  in  this 
big  world,  and  are  looking  around  for  some  person  to  lead  them  to 
the  light;  may  it  not  be  to  their  Father's  house,  and  to  the  Elder 
Brother's,  of  whose  forgiving  love  they  seem  to  have  heard  a 
rumor?  We  confidently  expect  the  Lord  to  draw  many  of  his 
erring  sons  and  daughters  to  this  house  of  prayer.  The  kind  peo- 
ple of  the  church  are  doing  above  all  we  could  ask  or  think  for  its 
support.  This  is  another  evidence  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  among 
us  to  fulfil  the  promise  to  Israel,  which   pertains  to  the  latter  days. 
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re  not  these  the  latter  days?  Just  as  the  great  Redeemer  of 
jrael  puts  it  into  the  hearts  of  his  people  to  contribute  of  their 
irnings  to  this  work,  we  ask  that  they  will  pray  that  wisdom  be 
ven  to  the  directors  of  the  mission,  and  power  to  the  missionaries, 
id  converting  grace  to  the  hearers."  A  financial  statement 
companied  his  letter.  This  has  been  elsewhere  published.  It 
ves  receipts  from  June  8th  to  July  30th  of  $456.50.  The  ex pen - 
tares  to  that  date,  including  all  amounts  paid  for  repairing  the 
ission  building,  furnishing  the  audience  room,  supplying  reading 
itter,  and  sustaining  the  missionary,  were  $464.80;  treasury 
erdrawn,  $8.30.  W.  J.  Ferguson  is  treasurer,  1928  Bainbridge 
eet,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

The  church  learns  with  regret  of  the  cutting  off  in  his  early  life  of 
jv.  J.  Knox  Reed,  son  of  the  late  Rev.  Robert  Reed,  and  brother 
Rev.  R.  C.  Reed,  of  Illinois  Presbytery,  and  of  Rev.  H.  W.  Reed. 
is  pastorate  at  Bovina,  N.  Y.  was  saddened  by  the  death  of  his 
fe,  formerly  Miss  Alexander,  of  Ohio.  He  died  at  Bellefontaine, 
the  house  of  his  uncle,  Mr.  William  Reed,  on  the  10th  of  August, 

The  name  of  Charles  O.  Cedarquist,  a  private  in  Company  A  of 
3  Second  Infantry,  United  States  Army,  has  been  brought  before 
j  country  in  a  way  much  to  his  honor.  His  company  is  stationed 
Omaha.  On  Sabbath,  June  17th,  they  were  ordered  out  for  rifle 
ictice.  He  refused  to  go  for  conscientious  reasons,  and  was  fur- 
sr  justified  by  President  Harrison's  order  forbidding  this  practice. 
i  was  court-martialled  and  sentenced  to  six  months'  imprisonment 
hard  labor,  and  forfeiture  of  §10  a  month  of  his  pay  for  the  same 
•m.  The  commanding  officer  approved  the  sentence,  but  mitigated 
e  penalty  to  two  months' confinement  at  the  station  of  the  company. 
Qe  name  of  the  officer  at  the  barracks  is  Major  Worth.  The  Presi- 
snt  ordered  him  to  be  tried  for  disobedience  to  orders.  He  was 
quitted.  Mr.  Grosvenor,  of  Ohio,  in  his  place  in  Congress,  intro- 
aced  a  resolution  asking  the  War  Department  for  information,  and 
hen  it  was  furnished,  took  occasion  to  condemn  the  officer  thus 
iolating  orders  and  to  commend  the  President  for  his  course  in 
irecting  him  to  be  tried.  No  officer,  whatever  his  position  in  the 
rmy,  can  gain  any  credit,  but  only  shame  to  himself,  when  he  pre* 
lines  to  lord  it  over  a  conscientious  soldier. 

The  brother  named  below  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
ecret  Societies,  which  reported  to  our  Synod  of  1892.  It  is  vain 
(flatter  one's  self  as  to  taking  one's  principles  with  him  into  other 
xlies.  The  tide  is  too  strong.  How  would  it  have  done  to  have 
ad  bis  report  to  this  congregation  ?  "  [Special  to  the  Public  Led- 
r.]  West  Chester,  Pa.,  May  6th. — Rev.  W.  R.  Laird,  pastor  of 
e  First  Presbyterian  church,  preached  a  special  sermon  to-night 
the  Odd  Fellows  of  the  town,  who  attended  the  service  in  a  body, 
le  members  of  the  order  were  for  the  first  time  accompanied  by 
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those  of  Florentine  Lodge,  of  the  Daughters  of  Rebekah."  Th< 
who  begin  to  give  way  to  the  pressure  on  them  may  well  consk 
the  following  words  of  the  western  Pennsylvania  correspondent 
the  Presbyterian,  in  the  issue  of  June  21st :  "  We  know  of  a  mi 
ister  who  during  the  past  year  has  preached  special  sermons 
almost  every  order  under  the  sun.  One  Sabbath  it  is  to  the  Jr. 
U.  A.  M.,  the  next  to  the  'Knights  of  Something*  or  other,  t 
next  to  Circle  No.  3457  of  some  society — and  so  it  goes.  Is  t 
church  gaining  anything,  or  doing  anything  worth  speaking  of  ' 
these  'special  services V  When  men  come  into  the  church  th 
come  as  sinners  and  not  as  members  of  T.  S.  R.  X.  Y.  Z.  Wl 
then  is  the  use  in  the  church  dealing  with  men  in  any  other  lig 
than  that  in  which  Christ  will  deal  with  them  at  the  day  of  jud 
ment?  We  are  not  speaking  about  the  merits  of  any  societies,  b 
simply  of  the  church  recognizing  them  by  preaching  sermons 
them  as  societies.     What  good  has  been  done  by  such  services! 

Convention  of  Reformed  Presbyterian  Churches. 
joint  meeting  of  the  committees  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Sync 
of  America,  Ireland  and  Scotland,  on  the  proposed  convention  of  K 
formed  Presbyterian  Churches,  in  Gl  sgow,  in  1896,  was  held  i 
Belfast  on  the  13th  and  14th  of  August.  There  were  present :  of  tl 
American  committee,  Rev.  Drs.  M'Allister  and  George  ;  ot  the  Iris 
committee  Rev.  Dr.  Chancellor,  Professor  Dick,  J.  Ramsay,  J.  Lym 
S.  Ferguson,  W.  Russell  and  J.  T.  Potts ;  and  of  the  Scottish  com 
mittee,  Revs.  J.  M'Donald  and  J.  Kerr.  There  was  also  preseni 
Revs.  A.  M.  Stavely,  T.  Boyd,  A.  C.  Gregg,  A.  M.  Lyons,  J.  ATKet 
E.  Teaz,  S.  R.  M'Neilly,  W.  M'Kuight,  R.  Allan,  Dr.  Martin,  W 
Dick,  G.  Douglas  and  J.  D.  Houston.  Dr.  George  presided,  aw 
constituted  the  meeting,  and  Dr.  Kerr,  was  appointed  clerk.  Paper 
approved  by  the  Scottish  Synod  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  statement 
made  by  the  Scottish  committee  explanatory  of  the  origin  and  object 
of  the  movement.  In  the  course  of  the  proceedings  the  followin) 
arrangements  with  others  were  agreed  upon :  Designation,  "  Con 
vention  of  Reformed  Presbyterian  Churches;"  place  and  date  o 
meeting,  Glasgow,  last  week  of  June,  1896 ;  public  services  on  th< 
Sabbath  before  at  various  places  of  martyr  interest ;  programme  ol 
subjects  for  papers  to  be  read  before  convention  ;  selection  of  j>er80H 
to  prepare  these  papers  ;  excursion  of  members  of  convention  to  Edin 
burgh  on  the  Friday  of  convention  week,  visiting  the  castle,  grass 
market,  greyfriars,  John  Knox  house,  Holyrood,  etc.;  resolutioi 
setting  forth  the  application  of  the  distinctive  principles  of  thechurd 
to  the  great  questions  of  the  times,  to  be  prepared  by  Messrs.  M'Alliste 
.Lyml  and  Kerr,  Dr.  M'Allister,  chairman  ;  appeal  to  the  member 
and  friends  of  the  church  for  funds  to  carry  through  the  convents 
to  be  made  before  the  close  of  the  present  year ;  special  devotion! 
exercises  at  all  the  meetings;  programme  as  finely  adjusted  to  h 
printed  and  circulated  without  delay. 

•it  the  close  of  the  proceedings  the  following  resolution   was  sul 
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mitted  by  Dr.  M'AHister,  seconded  by  Mr.  Lynd,  and  unamiously 
adopted : 

"The  members  of  the  convention  committees  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Churches  now  met  express  their  hearty  concurrence  in 
the  proposal  to  bold  a  convention  of  Reformed  Presbyterians,  in  Glas- 
gow, in  1896,  and  are  thoroughly  satisfied  with  the  arrangements  for 
this  purpose  already  made  by  the  committee  of  the  Scottish  Synod  ; 
remit  to  the  Scottish  committee  which  they  hereby  constitute  their 
executive,  (Dr.  Kerr,  chairman,)  to  carry  out  the  decisions  now 
arrived  at,  and  take  the  complete  charge  of  the  whole  movement ;  and 
they  earnestly  commend  this  enterprise  to  the  sympathy,  prayers  and 
support  of  the  members  and  friends  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church  throughout  the  world/' 

Communications  regarding  the  convention  to  be  addressed  Rev. 
Dr.  Kerr,  19  Queen's  Square,  Glasgow,  Scotland. 

Rev.  N.  R.  Johnston  has  contributed  an  article  to  the  Christian 
Nation,  of  August  15,  Mare  about  Pittsburgh  Presbytery,  which  he 
thus  introduces  :  "  Two  partial  reports  of  the  late  meeting  of  Pitts- 
burgh Presbytery  have  appeared  in  the  Christian  Nation.  *  *  * 
Probably  the  writers  of  both  the  articles  were  members  of  the  Pres- 
bytery. Manifestly  they  studied  to  express  no  disapproval  of  the 
conduct  of  the  other  members.  Such  caution  is  generally  approved 
«  christian  courtesy,  &c."  These  reports  having  this  endorsement  of 
their  spirit,  we  transfer  the  more  detailed,  that  is  the  second  report  to 
oar  columns. 

The  article  we  refer  to  goes  on  to  criticise  severely  the  course  of 
those  who  voted  to  themselves  leave  of  absence,  and  also  of  the  mod- 
erator. This  has  called  out  a  lengthy  reply  by  the  latter  in  the 
Qimtian  Reformer,  of  August  25,  which  concludes :  "  For  aught 
presbytery  knows  to  the  contrary  Mr.  Foster  may  have  been  installed 
against  the  wish  of  the  majority  of  the  congregation."  This  is  in  a 
*ay  even  more  severe  than  what  was  commented  on,  for  as  the  report 
to  our  last  number  states  :  "  The  former  representatives  of  the  con- 
gregation, Messrs.  Dodds,  Garrett  and  Taggart,  being  interrogated, 
stated  that  the  congregation  adhered  to  the  call ;  "  or  as  given  in  the 
report  added  in  this  number  :  "  The  moderator  then  asked  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  congregation,  Messrs.  J.  C.  Dodds,  John  Taggart 
«k1  William  Garrett,  who  answered  that  the  congregation  adhered 
to  the  call  they  had  made  on  Mr.  Foster."  These  representatives  are  two 
dders  and  a  deacon.  Their  statements  are  ignored  by  the  moderator 
bat  accepted  by  the  presbytery.     Therein  lies  the  difference. 

An  editorial  in  the  same  paper,  of  September  1st,  The  People's 
Part  in  the  Installation  Service,  seemed  to  be  caused  by  a  misappre- 
hension. No  one  at  the  meeting  of  June  26th,  called  in  question  the 
authority  or  application  of  the  Form  of  Church  Government,  but 
Ihe  moderator's  way  of  procedure.     His  attention  was  called  to  this 

by  letter,  which  he  kindly  inserted  in  the  issue  of  September  8th. 

\V 
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Mrs.  Rebecca  Brown's  Gift  to  the  Church.  Editorial 
mention  was  made  of  this  in  the  July  and  August  number  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  and  Covenanter,  necessarily  without 
particulars.  Mrs.  Brown  had  been  arranging  matters  previous  to  the 
meeting  of  Snyod,  held  iu  the  2d  church,  Philadelphia,  this  year,  so 
that  she  consummated  her  gift  shortly  after  Synod's  adjournment 
She  gave  to  the  church  personal  property  amounting  to  a  little  over 
$11,000,  from  which  more  than  §9,000  have  already  been  realized. 
The  church  is  to  pay  her  during  her  life,  an  annual  sum  as  income 
from  the  property,  and  at  her  death,  it  is  to  be  distributed  among  the 
various  items  of  work  the  church  has  in  hand,  a  portion  to  the  endow- 
ment funds,  and  the  most  of  it  to  the  current  funds  of  the  various 
missions  of  t.  e  church.  She  is  a  firm  believer  in  covenanter  princi- 
ples, as  evidenced  by  her  attachment  to  the  church,  during  a  member- 
ship in  this  country  of  over  fifty-two  years,  as  well  as  by  this  her 
gift.  Mrs.  Brown  was  born  in  the  Parish  of  Glendernot,  Deny 
County,  Ireland,  May  12,  1812.  Rev.  Alexander  Brittin  was  her 
pastor  there.  She  came  to  Philadelphia  iu  1842,  and  connected  with 
the  1st  Reformed  Presbyterian  Congregation,  of  Philadelphia,  then 
under  the  pastorate  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  James  M.  Willsou,  and  con- 
tinues a  member  of  the  same  congregation,  of  which  for  many  years 
past,  the  Rev.  Dr.  T.  P.  Stevenson  has  been  pastor.  Mrs.  Brown  is 
a  widow  of  many  years,  has  had  only  one  child,  a  son,  who  died  in 
his  twenty-fourth  year.  She  has  shown  her  business  ability  and 
economy  in  the  management  of  business  for  others  in  her  earlier  life, 
as  well  as  in  her  own  affairs.  She  enjoys  fair  health  for  her  years,  is 
cheerful  in  her  Christian  hope,  and  cherishes  a  constant  interest  in 
the  affairs  of  the  church. 

Pittsburgh,  August  28,  1894.  John  T.  Morton,  Treas. 


Ecclesiastical. 

NEW    YORK    PRESBYTERY. 


The  sessions  were  held  in  the  3d  church,  New  York,  beginning 
April  4,  1893.  In  the  absence  of  the  moderator,  Mr.  Rusk,  the 
court  was  constituted  by  Mr.  Bayles.  Eleven  ministers  were  present 
and  six  elders.  Only  one  congregation  was  not  represented.  The 
first  evening  was  spent  in  public  conference,  Mr.  Bayles  presiding. 
The  general  topic  was  "  The  devotional  life  of  the  church."  Messrs. 
Patton,  Sommerville,  McNaugher,  Shaw,  Williams,  J.  M.  Foster  and 
Kennedy  took  part. 

When  presbytery  convened  the  next  morning,  Mr.  Carlisle  was 
chosen  moderator,  Mr.  Shaw  was  continued  clerk  and  Mr.  F.  M. 
Foster  was  chosen  assistant  clerk. 

The  committee  on  finance  reported  all  obligations  met,  and 
the  sum  of  §57.59  on  hand.  Mr.  Shaw  was  appointed  treasurer 
of  presbytery,  and  the  balance  was  placed  in  his  hands. 
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West  Hebron  was  reported  disorganized  on  account  of  the  death  of 
ier  John  McQueen.  Messrs.  William  Shaw  and  Elder  Keys  were 
pointed  a  commission  to  reorganize  the  congregation.  West 
ebron  was  referred  to  the  Board  of  Sustentation  for  aid  in  the 
itter  of  paying  their  former  pastor  money  due  him  at  the  time  of 
2  dissolution  of  the  pastoral  relation.  Both  West  Hebron  and 
ooklyn  congregations  were  recommended  to  the  Central  Board  of 
issious  for  financial  help. 

1st  New  York  was  granted  the  dispensation  of  the  communion, 
th  the  privilege  of  choosing  the  administrators.  Mr.  F.  M.  Foster 
s  appointed  to  moderate  session,  dispense  the  communion  and 
derate  call  for  a  pastor  in  Bovina.  Mr.  Foster  was  also  made 
lirman  of  the  committee  on  supplies.  Messrs.  Kennedy,  Som mer- 
le and  Elder  Carmichael  were  appointed  a  committee  to  arrange 
a  conference  to  be  held  in  connection  with  the  fall  meeting  of 
abytery.  It  was  resolved  that  this  meeting  be  held  on  October  30, 
)4,  at  10  A.  M.,  in  the  Second  church,  Newburgh  ;  and  that  the 
t  session  be  devoted  to  a  presbyterial  visitation  of  the  congrega- 
te Mr.  Kennedy  was  appointed  to  address  the  pastor ;  Mr.  J.  M. 
ster  the  officers,  and  Mr.  Patton  the  people. 

A.t  meeting  of  presbytery  held  during  the  sessions  of  synod,  Mr.  F. 
Foster  presented  a  call  from  Bovina  congregation  on  Mr.  A.  I. 
bb ;  which  was  sustained  and  transferred  to  Kansas  Presbytery, 
•ssrs  F.  M.  Foster,  Shaw,  Bayles,  E.  F.  Thompson  and  R.  S.  Orr 
re  appointed  a  commission  to  attend  to  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Robb 
the  event  of  his  acceptance  of  the  call  from  Bovina.  A  petition 
s  presented  signed  by  over  thirty  members  of  the  United  Presby- 
ian  Church  in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  and  one  member  of  the  1st  Boston 
igregation,  asking  to  be  taken  under  the  care  of  New  York  Pies- 
tery  as  a  mission  station.  Messrs.  Patton  and  Shaw  were  appointed 
committee  to  visit  the  petitioners  and  try  to  reconcile  them  to  our 
lgregations  in  Boston. 

Mr.  Kennedy  was  appointed  to  dispense  the  sacrament  of  the 
pper,  and  Mr.  F. <M.  Foster  to  moderate  call  for  a  pastor  in  Brook- 
i.  A  special  meeting  of  presbytery  was  also  held  in  the  3d  church, 
jw  York,  on  June  27,  1894,  at  which  a  petition  from  the  1st  con- 
ation, New  York,  for  a  union  with  the  3d  congregation  came 
Trial ly  before  presbytery.  The  3d  congregation  assenting  to  the 
oposal  of  the  1st,  presbytery  acquiesced;  and  the  following  resolu- 
d  was  adopted  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  petitions  for  the  union  of  the  1st  and  3d  con- 
egations,  New  York,  be  and  hereby  are  granted,  that  is,  that  the 
•  congregation  is  by  this  act  of  presbytery,  authorized  to  be  merged 
o  and  consolidated  with  the  8d  congregation,  and  that  the  officers 
i  members  of  said  1st  congregation  and  such  of  them  as  desire  so  to 
,  shall  become  members  of  the  said  3d  congregation  when  the  officers 
ilesiastical  and  civil  of  the  said  3d  congregation  shall  have  per- 
med all  official  acts  necessary  to  the  complete  union  contemplated 
the  several  petitions  to  presbytery." 
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Messrs.  Sommerville,  Kennedy  and  Andrew  Alexander  were 
appointed  a  commission  to  adjudicate,  if  need  be,  matters  concerning 
which  a  difference  of  opinion  may  arise  between  the  parties  while 
effecting  the  proposed  union.  S.  G.  Shaw,  Clerk 

ORDINATION  AND  INSTALLATION  OP  MR.  A.  I.  ROBB. 


Mr.  A.  I.  Robb  was  ordained  and  installed  pastor  of  Bovina  con- 
gregation on  July  5,  1894.  The  members  of  the  commission  were 
all  present,  viz :  Messrs.  F.  M.  Foster,  Bayles,  Shaw,  E.  F.  Thomson 
and  R.  S.  Orr. 

The  candidate  delivered  a  lecture  on  Phil.  2  :  6-11,  and  was  ex« 
cused  from  delivering  the  usual  sermon.  The  examination  in  church 
history  and  pastoral  theology  was  conducted  by  Mr.  Bayles,  in  Greek 
and  church  history  by  Mr.  Shaw,  and  in  systematic  theology  and 
Hebrew  by  Mr.  Foster.     These  examinations  were  heartily  sustained. 

Mr.  Fo-ter  preached  the  ordination  sermon  based  on  II.  Tim.  4: 
1-2.  Mr.  Bayles  led  in  the  ordination  prayer.  The  address  to  the 
pastor  was  given  by  Mr.  Bayles,  and  the  address  to  the  people  by 
Mr.  Shaw. 

Rev.  J.  P.  Carley,  pastor  of  the  Methodist  church  in  the  village, 
and  Rev.  R.  J.  Gault,  pastor  of  Mansfield  congregation,  spoke  briefly 
but  heartily  welcoming  brother  Robb  and  bidding  him  God-speed  in 
his  ministry.  At  the  close  of  the  service  the  large  congregation  came 
forward  and  took  the  hand  of  the  young  pastor  and  his  bride  in 
pledge  of  their  friendship  and  support. 

It  was  3  day  of  gladness  in  Bovina  and  seemed  a  day  of  promise 
that  good  things  were  yet  in  store  for  this  worthy  but  much  tried 
congr<  gation.  S.  G.  S. 

THE  LATE  MEETING  OF  PITTSBURGH  PRESBYTERY. 


We  gave  last  week  a  note  of  the  meeting  of  Pittsburgh  Presbytery 
on  the  26th  of  June,  appointed  to  carry  out  the  direction  of  Synod  to 
proceed  to  the  ordination  and  installation  of  Henry  G.  Foster,  as 
pastor  of  Geneva  congregation. 

We  had  seen  in  the  daily  press,  certain  reports  of  this  meeting 
which  led  us  to  make  inquiries,  and  we  ara  thus  able  to  present  a 
report  of  the  meeting  more  in  detail. 

After  the  presbytery  had  been  constituted  and  the  roll  made  up 
there  was  a  season  of  devotional  exercises.  The  moderator  4hen 
directed  that  the  edict  be  read.  Objection  was  made  to  this  direction 
inasmuch  as  that  part  of  this  ordination  had  been  attended  to  and 
presbytery  should  proceed  therefore  to  hear  the  trial  pieces  of  the 
candidate ;  and  an  appeal  being  taken,  it  was  sustained  by  presbytery. 

Rev.  Dr.  Sproull  dissented  on  behalf  of  himself  and  others  for 
reasons  to  be  given  in.  These  were  presented  in  the  afternoon,  and 
the  pieces  of  trial  were  then  given  by  the  candidate  and  sustained  bf 
all  but  Rev.  S.  J.  Crowe,  who  explained  that  he  voted  "  No  "  because 
he  could  not  now  proceed  to  ordain  and  install  the  candidate. 
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In  the  afternoon  the  first  order  was  the  examination  of  the  candi- 
date; this  was  conducted  by  Rev.  Dr.  R.  J.  George,  and  questions  were 
also  asked  by  other  members  of  presbytery,  after  which  the  examina- 
tion was  sustained,  and  the  moderator  recited  the  various  steps  taken 
op  to  this  point     The   pastor  elect   was   then   asked   whether   he 
adhered  to  his  acceptance  of  the  call.     He  aswered,'  "yes."     The 
people  were  then  asked  as  to  their  adherence  to  their  call  on  Mr. 
Foster.     Elder  R.  A.  Bole  rose  to  answer,  and  was  recognized  by  the 
moderator  when  his  atteution  was  called  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  Bole 
represented  the  remonstrating  minority,  and  that  the  representatives 
of  Geneva  congregation  should  be  interrogated.    When  this  point  was 
refused,  and  the  moderator  decided  to  question  the  body  of  the  people, 
illowing  Mr.  Bole  to  proceed,  an  appeal   was  taken  and  sustained. 
Elder  R.  A.  Bole  gave  notice  of  complaint  against  this  action  of  pres- 
bytery.    The  moderator  then  asked  the  representatives  of  the  con- 
gregation, Messrs.  J.  C.  Dodds,  John  Taggart  and  William  Garrett, 
irho  answered  that  the  congregation  adhered  to  the  call  they  had 
made  on  Mr.  Foster. 

Presbytery  then  resolved  to  proceed  to  the  ordination  and  installa- 
tion, whereupon  the  following  persons  asked  to  be  excused  from 
further  attendance :  J.  W.  Sproull,  D.  C.  Martin,  S.  J.  Crowe,  J.  S. 
Martin,  J.  S.  Duncan,  A.  Kilpatrick,  John  Aikin  and  R.  A.  Bole. 
They  had  all  dissented  in  the  morning  except  Mr.  Kilpatrick. 

The  moderator,  after  a  motion  was  taken  to  excuse  these  persons, 
stated  also  for  himself,  that  he  could  not  proceed  further.  Rev.  W. 
P.  Johnston  was  chosen  in  his  place,  and  after  the  retirement  of  these 
persons  named,  and  a  portion  of  the  audience  that  followed  them,  the 
exercises  went  on  with  unanimity,  and  with  added  soberness  and 
solemnity  in  view  of  the  incidents  connected  with  them  from  the  iu- 
ceplion  to  the  close. — Christian  Nation,  July  11,  1894. 
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LESSON  XIII.— September  23. 

DANIEL'S  ABBTINENCE.-Damel  1:  8-20. 


8.  But  Daniel  purposed  in  bis  heart 
that  he  would  not  defile  himself  with 
fte  portion  of  the  king's  meat,  nor  with 
the  wine  which  he  drank  ;  therefore  he 
requested  of  the  prince  of  the  eunuchs 
that  he  might  not  defile  himself. 

9.  Now  God  had  brought  Daniel  into 
&T<mr  and  tender  love  with  the  prince 
of  the  eunuchs. 

10.  And  the  prince  of  the  eunuchs 
Mid  unto  Daniel,  I  fear  my  lord  the 
king,  who  bath  appointed  your  meat 
andyour  drink  ;  for  why  should  he  see 
Tour  faces  worse  liking  than  the  child- 
ren which  are  of  your  sort  ?  then  shall 


ye  make  me  eudanger  my  head  to  the 
king. 

11.  Then  said  Daniel  to  Melzar, 
whom  the  prince  of  the  eunuchs  had 
set  over  Daniel,  Hananiah,  Mishael, 
and  Azariah. 

12.  Prove  thy  servants,  I  beseech 
thee,  ten  days ;  and  let  them  give  us 
pulse  to  eat,  and  water  to  drink. 

13.  Then  let  our  countenances  be 
looked  upon  before  thee,  and  the  coun- 
tenance of  the  children  that  eat  of  the 
portion  of  the  king's  meat ;  and  as  thou 
seest,  deal  with  thy  servants. 
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the  king  had  said  he  should  bring  them 
in,  then  the  prince  of  the  eunuchs 
brought  them  in  before  Nebuchadnez- 
zar. 

19.  And  the  king  communed  with 
them  ;  and  among  them  all  was  found 
none  like  Daniel,  Hananiah,  Mishael, 
and  Azariah;  therefore  stood  they 
before  the  king. 

20.  And  in  all  matters  of  wisdom 
and  understanding,  that  the  king  in- 
quired of  them,  he  found  them  ten 
times  better  than  alt  the  magicians  and 
astrologers  that  were  in  all  his  realm. 


14.  So  he  consented  to  them  in  this 
matter,  and  proved  them  ten  days. 

15.  And  at  the  end  of  ten  days  their 
countenances  appeared  fairer  and  fatter 
in  flesh  than  all  the  children  which  did 
eat  the  the  portion  of  the  king's  meat. 

16.  Thus  Maizar  took  away  the  por- 
tion of  their  meat,  and  the  wine  that 
they  should  drink  ;  and  gave  them 
pulse. 

17.  As  for  these  four  children,  God 
gave  them  knowledge  and  skill  in  all 
learning  and  wisdom ;  and  Daniel  had 
understanding  in  all  visions  and  dreams. 

18.  Now  at  the  end  of  the  days  that 

Golden  Text  :     Daniel  purposed  in  his  heart  that  he  would  not 
defile  himself. — Daniel  1  :  8. 

Defile,  (V.  8)  tha  Levitical  regulations  were  in  force.     Prince,  the 
chief  officer  of  the  king's  household.     God,  (V.  9)  no  doubt   by  the 
good   conduct  of   Daniel    himself.      Endanger,  (V.  10)  arbitrary, 
despotic  monarchs,  kept  their  attendants  in  constant  dread.     The 
slightest   act   of  disobedience   was   often    punished    most  severely. 
P\dse}  (V.  12)  perhaps,  as  distinct   from   flesh.      Water,  not  wine. 
God,  (V.  17)  not  without  reference  to  means.     The  whole  narrative 
shows  that  Daniel  and  his  companions  were  wise  and  prudent     They 
used  the  means  and  God  accompanied  with  his  blessing.     They  pre- 
pared  themselves   for  divine  illumination,  etc.     Magicians,  (V.  20) 
learned,  versed  in  magic,  astrologers,  "  reasoners  from  the  stars." 

How  highly  favored  are  they  who  enjoyed  early  religious  home 
training !  A  prominent  member  of  the  Salvation  Army  has  affirmed 
that  in  addressing  any  crowd  he  could  in  a  few  minutes  pick  out  those 
who  had  been  brought  up  in  a  religious  atmosphere,  however  low  they 
may  have  fallen. 

The  reason  why  so  many  fail  in  the  efforts  to  live  godly  lives  is 
they  do  not  realize  the  necessity  for  complete  and  immediate  separa- 
tion from  sin,  nor  do  they  see  the  necessity  for  entire  dependence  on 
God. 

The  best  way  to  success  is  that  which  will  meet  with  God's  appro- 
val. He  who  has  favor  with  God,  will  be  in  favor  with  man.  The 
l>est  earthly  employe  is  he  who  renders  most  faithful  service  to  the 
Heavenly  Father. 

We  should  in  these  days  throw  our  whole  influence  on  the  side  of 
Scripture  temperance,  abstain  ourselves  and  do  what  we  can  to  have 
others  abstain.  The  "liquor  business"  has  not  one  redeeming 
feature  about  it.     It  cannot  be  successfully  defended. 

Psalms  141 :  1-4  ;  119 :  98-100 ;  37  :  29-34. 

8horter  catechism. 

Ques.  10.     How  did  God  create  man? 

Ans.  God  created  man  male  and  female,  after  his  own  image,  in 
knowledge,  righteousness,  and  holiness,  with  dominion  over  the  crea- 
tures. 
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LESSON     XIV.— September  30. 

REVIEW. 

N*  Text  :     The  kingdom  of  Ood  is  at  hand :  repent  ye,  and 

gospel. — Mark  1  :  15. 

5  40:6-9;  50:3  6;  11:4-7. 

SHORTER  CATECHISM. 

1.      What  are  God's  works  of  jnwidence? 

jrod's  works  of  providence  are  his  most   holy,  wise,  and 

preserving  and  governing  all  his  creatures,  and  all  their 


FOURTH   QUARTER,    1894. 

LESSON   1.— October  7. 

JESUS  AT  NAZABETH.-Luke  4: 16-80. 


ie  came  to  Nazareth,  where 
brought  up:  aud  as  his  cus- 
went  into  the  synagogue  on 
i  day,  and  stood  up  for  to 

there  was  delivered  unto 
)k  of  the  prophet  Esaias. 
ie  had  opened  the  book,  he 
lace  were  it  was  written. 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon 
3  he  hath  anointed  roe  to 
gospel  to  the  poor  ;  he  hath 
leal  the  broken-hearted,  to 
'erance  to  the  captives,  and 
>f  sight  to  the  blind,  to  set 
em  that  are  bruised, 
each  the  acceptable  year  of 

ie  closed  the  book,  and  he 

in  to  the  minister,  and  sat 

i  the  eyes  of  all  them  that 

synagogue  were  fastened 

ie  began  to  say  unto  them, 
this  scripture  fulfilled  in 


ill  bare  him  witness,  and 
t  the  gracious  words  which 
jt  of  his  mouth.  And  they 
this  Joseph's  son  ? 


23.  And  he  said  unto  them,  Ye  will 
surely  say  unto  me  this  proverb,  Phy- 
sician, heal  thyself;  whatsoever  we 
have  heard  done  in  Capernaum,  do  also 
here  in  thy  country. 

24.  And  he  said,  Verily  I  say  unto 
you,  No  prophet  is  accepted  m  his  own 
country. 

25.  But  1  tell  you  of  a  truth,  many 
widows  were  in  Israel  in  the  days  of 
Elias,  when  the  heaven  was  shut  up 
three  years  and  six  months,  when  great 
famine  was  throughout  all  the  land. 

26.  Hut  unto  none  of  them  was  Elias 
seut,  save  unto  Sarepta,  a  city  of  Sidon 
unto  a  woman  that  was  a  widow. 

27.  And  manv  lepers  were  in  Israel 
in  the  time  of  Eliseus  the  prophet ;  and 
none  of  then  was  cleansed,  saving 
Naamau  the  Syrian. 

28.  Aud  all  they  in  the  synagogue, 
when  they  heard  these  things,  were 
rilled  with  wrath. 

V9.  Aud  rose  up,  and  thrust  him  out 
of  the  city  and  led  him  unto  the  brow 
of  the  hill  whereon  their  city  was 
built,  that  they  might  cast  him  down 
headlong. 


30.  But  he  passing  through  the  midst 
i  of  them  went  his  way. 

i    Text:     See   that   ye   refuse  not   him   that   speaketh. — 
2  :  25. 

ver  season  had  intervened  between  the  scene  at  the  well  of 
lesson  of  September  16,)  and  the  lesson  of  to-day.  Jesus 
irusalem  after  the  healing  of  the  lame  man  at  the  pool  of 
Jno.  5:1-16.  Being  opposed  for  this  merciful  deed,  he 
azareth,  where  he  had  been  brought  up.  It  preserves  the 
ly,  lying  65  miles  north  of  Jerusalem,  across  the  plaiu  of 
The  city  is  on  the  bottom  and  sides  of  a  cup-like  de- 
Froni  the  rim,  that  is  the  summit  of  the  hill  above,  the 
yed  to  cast  Jesus  down. 
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I.  Jesus  preaches  in  the  synagogue,  (Vs.  16-22.)  Jesus  as  his 
custom  was,  went  into  the  synagogue  on  the  Sabbath  day.  Hence  he 
has  left  us  an  example  of  regular  attendance  on  Sabbath  service. 
This  example  is  a  commandment  as  he  is  our  Lord,  and  herein  we 
are  to  walk  in  his  steps.  He  was  given  the  roll  of  the  prophets,  and 
reading  Isaiah  61  : 1,  2,  he  discoursed  upon  it,  as  then  fulfilled  in 
their  ears.     This   was   the  season   of  grace.     II,   Cor.  6 : 2.    The 

* 

Scripture  was  then  fulfilled.  Jesus  was  the  Messiah  and  he  came  to 
redeem,  to  save.  He  preached  the  gospel,  whereto  he  was  anointed, 
aud  he  performed  miracles  of  healing,  evidencing  himself  to  be  the 
Redeemer,  such  signs  being  tokens  of  his  mission.  Matthew  11 :4-5. 
The  diseased  in  body  were  sick  also  with  the  deadly  wound  of  sin. 
Jesus  discoursed  to  them  of  himself  and  his  mission,  and  they  testified 
to  its  grace  of  his  message  and  asked  in  astonishment :  Is  this  uot 
Joseph's  son  ?     This  was  their  response  in  their  thoughts  of  him. 

II.  Jesus  reproves  the  Nazarenes  for  unbelief,  (Vs.  23-27.)  They 
had  met  his  offer  of  salvation,  in  this  the  time  of  God's  grace,  with  the 
question  :  Is  not  this  Joseph's  son  ?  and  the  call  to  show  them  signs 
and  miracles,  (V.  23.)  Herein  was  embodied  a  spirit  of  unbelief, 
prejudice  aud  blindness,  through  this  veil  the  light  would  not  pierce. 
Can  they  expect  the  mighty  works  at  Nazareth,  that  they  had  heard 
of  as  done  at  Capernaum  ?  Shall  the  city  of  his  early  life  witnea 
signs  of  his  power  ?  No,  for  "  no  prophet  is  accepted  in  his  own 
country."  (V.  24.)  He  had  chosen  Capernaum  as  the  centre  of  hi* 
work.  Jesus  then  referred  to  two  serious  warnings  of  divine  pre- 
ference of  strangers  to  unbelieving  Israel  in  the  mission  of  Elijah  and 
then  of  Elisha,  the  one  recorded  in  I.  Kings  17  :  8-14,  and  the  other 
in  II.  Kings  6:14.  Nazareth,  not  Capernaum,  saw  his  mighty 
works.  Paul  afterwards  said  at  Corinth  in  the  synagogue:  "Your 
blood  be  upon  your  own  heads ;  I  am  clean  :  form  henceforth  I  will  go 
unto  the  Gentiles."  The  warning  was  a  prophecy.  We  must  not  be 
blind  to  the  works  and  the  excellence  of  those  near  to  us. 

III.  The  Nazarenes  attempt  the  life  of  Jesus,  (Vs.  28-30.) 
Jesus  had  left  Jerusalem,  being  persecuted  for  healing  the  impotent 
man  at  Bethesda  on  the  Sabbath  day.  John  the  Baptist  had  been  im- 
prisoned for  declaring  the  divine  law  of  marriage  to  Herod  and 
Herod ias.  And  now  in  familiar  Nazareth,  the  word  Jesus  spoke  as 
to  God's  dealing  with  unbelieving  Israel  so  enraged  them  that  they 
laid  hold  ot  Jesus,  hurried  him  to  the  brow  of  the  hill  to  cast  hi*0 
over.  But  he  delivered  himself,  he  passed  through  the  crowd  and 
went  to  Capernaum.  Nazareth,  as  Jerusalem,  knew  not  the  time  of 
her  visitation.  Individuals  and  communities  sin  away  their  day  of 
grace. 

Psalms  146  8-10;  45: 1,  2. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  12.      What  special  apt  of  providence  did  God  exercise  toward 
man,  in  the  estate  xoherein  he  was  created? 

Ans.     When  God  had  created  man,  he  entered  into  a  covenant  of 
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life  with  him,  upon  condition  of  perfect  obedience ;  forbidding  him 
to  eat  of  the  tree  of  the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil,  upou  the  pain 
of  death. 


LESSON   II.— October  14. 

THE  DRAUGHT  OF  FISHBS.-Luke  6 : 1-11. 


1.  And  it  came  to  pass,  that,  as  the 
people  pressed  upon  him  to  hear  the 
won!  of  God,  he  stood  by  the  lake  of 
Oennesaret. 

2.  And  saw  two  ships  standing  by 
the  lake  :  but  the  fishermen  were  gone 
out  of  them,  and  were  washing  their 
nets. 

8.  And  he  entered  into  one  of  the 
ibips,  which  was  Simon's,  and  prayed 
ton  that  he  would  thrust  out  a  little 
xom  the  land.  And  he  sat  down,  and 
aught  the  people  out  of  the  ship. 

4.  Now  when  he  had  left  speaking, 
le  said  unto  Simon,  Launch  out  into 
lie  deep,  and  let  down  your  nets  for  a 
fraught. 

5.  And  Simon  answering  said  unto 
turn,  Master,  we  have  toiled  all  the 
light,  and  bare  taken  nothing  :  never- 
theless at  thy  word  I  will  let  down  the 
net 


6.  And  when  they  had  this  done, 
they  inclosed  a  great  multitude  of 
fishes  :  and  their  net  brake. 

7.  And  they  beckoned  unto  their 
partners,  which  were  in  the  other  ship 
that  they  should  come  and  help  them. 
And  they  came,  and  filled  both  the 
ships,  so  that  they  began  to  sink. 

8.  When  Simon  Peter  saw  it,  he  fell 
down  at  Jesus'  knees,  saying,  Depart 
from  me ;  for  I  am  a  sinful  man,  O 
Lord. 

9.  For  he  was  astonished,  and  all 
that  were  with  him,  at  the  draught  ot 
the  fishes  which  they  had  taken. 

10.  And  so  was  also  James,  and  John 
the  sons  of  Zebedee,  which  were  part- 
ners with  Simon.  And  oesus  said  unto 
Simon,  Fear  not ;  from  henceforth 
thou  shalt  catch  men. 

11.  And  when  they  had  brought 
their  ships  to  land,  they  forsook  all 
and  followed  him. 


Golden  Text  :  Come  ye  after  me,  and  I  will  make  you  to  become 
fishers  of  men. — Mark  1:17. 

Jesus  was  now  at  Capernaum,  in  the  second  year  of  his  ministry. 
The  people  flocked  to  hear  him. 

I.  Jesus  preaches  from  a  boat  at  Capernaum.  (V.  1-3.)  The 
multitude  pressed  on  him  in  their  eagerness  to  hear  the  word  of  God. 
They  were  not  as  the  people  of  Nazareth,  who  put  away  the  gcspel 
Prom  them.  Jesus  entered  into  Simon's  boat  and  from  it  spoke  to 
the  people.  He  taught  them,  taught  them  the  word  of  everlasting 
life,  glad  to  find  them  ready  to  hear. 

II.  Jesus  directs  the  fishermen  to  the  filling  of  their  nets.     (V. 
4-11.)     He  knew  their  need.     They  had  been  busy  through  the  night 
and  had  caught  nothing;  Jesus  had  used  their  boat  as  his  pulpit,  and 
now  what  return  they  would  receive.     But  above  all  he  had  a  lesson 
to  give  to  them,  as  he  was  about  to  call  them  away  from  their  nets, 
to  fish  for  men.     So  he  bids  them,  launch   out  into  the  deep  and  let 
down  your  nets  for  a  draught.     They   obeyed    his   word   and    their 
obedience  was  rewarded  with  a  great  draught  of  fish  s  so  that  the  nets 
Were  breaking  and  the  boats  were  overloaded.     Peter  owned  his  Lord, 
and  in  self  abasement  sought  that  Jesus  would  depart.     The  revela- 
tion of  the  divine  power  of  Christ  caused  Peter  to  know  himself  as  a 
dinner.     In  the  presence  of  one  who  knew  his  heart,  Peter  owned  his 
BJofullne&s. 

III.  Jesus  draws  them  iuto  the  ministry  of  the  gospel.  There 
were  together  Peter  and  Andrew,  James  and  John.     They  aife  txv%&% 
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fishers  of  men  and  there  was  then  a  parable  to  them  in  the  it 
God  has  honored  shepherds  aud  the  fishermen,  as  from  their  oc 
great  leaders  have  been  taken.  Moses  and  David  wereshephe 
former  of  much  the  larger  training.  These  apostles  were  fisl 
used  to  hardship,  danger  and  disappointment.  Grace  was  tc 
their  strength,  their  courage,  their  patience  into  the  service  of 
So  Jesus  used  the  culture  of  Saul  of  Tarsus.  He  calls  us  wl 
finds  us,  takes  us  in  our  occupation ;  yet  in  the  posts  be  gives 
has  a  regard  to  our  gifts  as  well  as  to  our  graces. 

They  yielded  themselves.  These  fishermen  left  all  and  ft 
Jesus.     So  we  are  to  lay  at  his  feet  what  we  have,  and  do  him  ; 

Psalms  72: 16-18;  110:1-8. 

shorter  catechism. 

Qnes.  13.  Did  our  first  parents  continue  in  the  estate  when 
were  created  f 

Ans.     Our  first  parents  being  left  to  the  freedom  of  their  o\ 
fell  from  the  estate  wherein  they  were  created,  by-  sinning 
God. 


LESSON    III.— October    21, 

A  SABBATH  IN  CAFERNAUH.-Hark  1 :  21-34. 


And  they  went  into  Capernaum, 
ami  straightway  on  the  Sabbath  day  he 
entered  into  the  synagogue,  and  taught. 
?2.  And  they  were  astonished  at 
his  doctrine  :  for  he  taught  them  as 
one  that  had  authority,  and  not  as  the 
scribes. 

23.  And  there  was  in  their  synagogue 
a  man  with  an  unclean  spirit ;  and  he 
cried  out, 

24.  Saying,  Let  us  alone  ;  what  have 
we  to  do  with  the,  thou  Jesus  of  Naz- 
areth ?  art  thou  come  to  destroy  us  ?  I 
know  thee  who  thou  art,  the  Holy  One 
of  God. 

25.  And  Jesus  rebuked  him,  saying, 
Hold  they  peace,  and  come  out  of  him. 

26.  And  when  the  unclean  spirit  had 
torn  him,  and  cried  with  a  loud  voice, 
he  came  out  of  him. 

27.  And  they  were  all  amazed,  in- 
somuch that  they  questioned  among 
themselves,  saying,  What  thing  is  this? 
what  new  doctrine  is  this?  for  with 


authority  commandeth  he  even 
clean  spirits,  and  they  do  obey 

28.  And  immediately  his  fam 
abroad  throughout  all  the  regio 
about  Galilee. 

29.  And  forthwith,  when  th 
come  out  of  the  synagogue,  t 
tered  into  the  house  of  Sin 
Andrew,  with  James  aud  John 

30.  But  Simon's  wife's  mothei 
of  a  fever,  and  anon  they  tell  hii 

31.  And  he  came  and  took  h< 
hand,   and    lifted    her  up ;   8 
mediately  the  fever  left  her, 
ministered  unto  them. 

32.  And  at  even,  when  the 
set,  they  brought  unto  him 
were  diseased,    and   them    th: 
possessed  with  devils. 

33.  And  all  the  city  was  g 
together  at  the  door. 

34.  And  he  healed  many  th 
sick  of  divers  diseases,  and  < 
mauy    devils ;    and    suffered 
devils  to  speak,  because  they  kn 


Golden  Text  :  He  taught  them  as  one  that  had  authori\ 
not  as  the  scribes. — Mark  1 :  22. 

The  lesson  is  entitled,  A  Sabbath  in  Capernaum.  Jesus  c 
Capernaum  and  made  that  the  centre  of  his  labors,  so  that  v 
it  is  called  his  own  city.  This  Sabbath  was  the  one  foilowi 
call  of  the  apostles  in  lesson  II.  The  lesson  discloses  to  us  wha 
this  world  is  to  one  who  has  the  power  and  the  heart  to  la! 
man's  bodily  and  spiritual  good. 
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I.  The  ministry  of  the  word.  (Vs.  21,  22,)  Jesus  taught  in  the 
rnagogue.  The  people  listeued  with  surprise  to  his  authoritative 
achings.  He  did  not  teach  as  a  scribe.  This  appears  in  the  sermon 
a  the  mount,  *'  But  I  say  unto  you." 

II.  The  miuistry  of  healing.  (Vs.  23-34.)  Two  cases  are  given 
i  detail,  the  oue  that  of  a  mau  in  the  synagogue,  one  who 
id  an  unclean  spirit.  He  was  possessed  of  an  evil  spirit.  The  evil 
)e  knew  Jesus,  and  dreaded  judgment.  Jesus  bids  him  to  be  sileut 
id  to  leave  the  man.  Evil  angels  are  made  subject  to  Christ. 
hey  must  bow  to  his  will.  Yet  he  obeyed  reluctantly  and  injured 
eman.  This  work  of  Christ  spread  his  fame  abroad  through 
alilee.  After  leaving  the  synagogue,  Jesus  entered  Peter's  house. 
is  wife's  mother  lay  sick  of  a  fever.  Jesus  taking  her  hand,  raised 
ff  up,  and  healed  her,  and  she  served  them.  By  evening  the  space 
ar  the  house  was  filled,  many  bringing  their  sick.  Jesus  healed 
any  and  drove  out  many  evil  spirits.  Thus  the  mighty  works  of 
e  Messiah  were  seen  in  him.  Isa.  35.  He  gave  signs  of  his  power 
id  evidenced  himself  to  be  theSaviour.  The  Old  Testament  Scriptures 
stifled  of  him.  His  works  bore  witness  of  him.  Why  did  they  not 
*lieve?  Why  do  the  hearers  of  the  gospel  not  believe  to-day? 
in  blinds  the  mind  to  the  truth.     The  eye  is  not  clear. 

.     ii.     \\'h  .'  /,.•  *,.# 

-l..i.  oiii  U  iu»y  >vuni  ui  coiiiormity  unto,  or  transgression  ot,  the 
w  of  God. 
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BITUARIES. 


Sketch  op  the  Life  of  Rkv.  J.  Knox  Reed.    Rev.  J.  Knox  Reed  was  born 
May  8th,  1863,  in  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  died  August  10, 
94,  at  Bellefontaine,  Ohio. 

He  was  the  fourth  son  of  Rev.  Robert  and  Mary  Reed,  grandson  of  Rev. 
Jgh  Walkinshaw,  and  granrinephew  ot  Dr.  Thos.  Sproull.  His  brothers  in 
e ministry  are  Revs.  H.  W.  and  R.  C.  Reed. 

Early  in  life  he  professed  Christ  and  united  with  the  Brookland  congregation 
der  the  pastoral  care  of  his  father.  He  attended  common  school,  until  his 
fceoth  year.  One  of  his  earliest  teachers  was  Mary  E.  Dodds,  now  Mrs. 
etheuy.  He  and  his  brother  R.  Cameron  Reed,  began  their  preparatory 
idies  for  professional  life  in  the  summer  of  1880,  under  the  tutorship  of  their 
tat  brother,  Rev.  H.  W.  Reed,  and  in  September,  1880,  entered  Geneva 
allege,  in  the  second  preparatory  year,  (the  first  year  of  the  college  at  Beaver 
ills.)  He  graduated  on  May  25,1885.  When  at  college  he  stood  in  the  front 
ok  as  a  student.  In  his  sophomore  year  he  was  awarded  the  first  Greek  prize 
the  Greek  department.  He  also  won  the  general  excellence  prize  of  the 
Hege.  He  always  stood  at  the  head  of  his  class  which  consisted  of  twenty-two 
rubers  at  commencement  day.  He  carried  oft' the  first  honor  of  his  class  on 
floating.  His  public  work  may  be  said  to  have  begun  as  an  editor  of  ^Geneva 
dineL"  He  was  associated  with  this  paper  for  three  years  ;  two  as  an 
itorial  writer  and  one  as  editor  in  chief.  After  receiving  the  degree  of  A.  B., 
taught  an  academical  school  for  one  year  in  old  Geneva  ball,  at  Northwood, 
tio.  He  taught  in  New  Alexandria  in  the  summer  of  1887,  and  in  Staunton, 
,  in  1888.  His  success  at  those  places  showed  that  he  was  eminently  fitted  as 
educator. 
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He  entered  the  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  fall  of  1686.  Was  licensed  to  preach  the  gospel  on  April  10,  1889.  He 
completed  his  theological  course  in  March,  1890,  and  was  immediately  appointed 
by  the  Central  Board  of  Missions  to  St.  Louis.  He  accepted  the  appointment 
and  remained  in  St.  Louis  till  the  fall  of  1891.  He  was  married  on  June  2d,  1890, 
to  Martha  Alexander,  of  Belle  Ceutre,  Ohio.  Not  satisfied  with  the  outlook  in 
St.  Louis,  he  decided  to  make  a  change.  In  the  fall  of  1891,  three  calls  were 
awaiting  his  action.  He  accepted  the  one  from  Bovina,  N.  Y.  He  was  earn- 
estly entreated  to  remain  in  St.  Louis,  where  he  was  recognized  as  a  preacher  of 
peculiar  power,  but  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  go  to  Bovina,  where  he  was  or- 
dained and  ^installed  on  December  18,  1891.  He  was  released  on  October  81st, 
1893. 

As  a  child  he  was  remarkable  for  his  tractable  disposition.  He  was  loving  and 
obedient  to  his  parents.  He  was  tender  and  kind  to  his  brothers  and  sisters.  As 
a  youth,  his  life  was  void  of  sowing  corrupt  seed,  and  distinguished  for  exem- 
plar in  ess.  As  a  man  he  was  distinguished  by  a  strong  individuality.  He  had  a 
wonderfully  strong  intellect.  His  mind  was  philosophical  and  logical.  He  was 
cool  and  calculating.  He  was  painstaking,  accurate  and  thorough.  He  had  a 
remarkably  good  judgment.  Others  looked  to  him  for  advice  and  relied  on  his 
opinions.  He  was  unassuming,  and  yet  was  invariably  pushed  to  the  front  by 
his  companions  as  the  one  best  fitted  to  lead  and  manage. 

He  had  decided  opinions  on  public  questions.  These  were  tenable.  And  he 
adhered  unflinchingly  to  the  tiuth  as  he  understood  it,  and  unhesitatingly 
accepted  any  sacrifice  for  its  sake.  He  was  no  extremist,  but  was  possibly  more 
conservative  than  liberal,  yet  fell  into  neither  snare.  He  never  shirked  a  duty, 
and  was  conscientious  in  every  respect.  His  natural  gifts  along  with  thorough 
work  gave  him  the  advantage  over  most  men  on  the  opening  of  his  public 
career.  And  he  gave  the  clearest  evidence  of  future  eminence  attained  to  by 
but  few.  He  had  an  even  temperament,  was  never  known  to  be  angry  at  an 
affront  to  himself.  But  he  had  strong  indignation  at  wrongdoing.  He  was  the 
enemy  of  no  one,  and  would  even  sutler  harm  rather  than  make  a  self-vindication 
that  would  expose  the  faults  of  others. 

To  know  him  was  to  admire  his  opinions,  and  well  poised  disposition.  He  was 
literary  and  scholarly.     Twice  lie  was  choseu  to  represent  his  literary  society  in 
contests  with  the  lival  societies.    In  contest  debates  he  led  his  society  to  victory. 
Some  of  his  productions  have  been  published,  notably  a  sermon  on  the  **  Attitude 
of  1  he  Reformed   t'resbyleriau  Church  towards  the  government  of  the  United 
States."     This  sermon  was  preached  on  a  communion  occasion  at  Old  Bethel  in 
the  spring  of  l.y.U,  and  was  published  at  the  request  of  Old  Bethel  congregation. 
Although  his  pastorate  was  short,  yet  his  congregation  became  dearly  attached 
to  him,  and  he  to  them.     Continued  sickness  kept  him  long  from  his  flock,  yet 
he  ever  remembered  them  at  the  throne  of  (rod.    And  when  on  the  brink  of  the 
grave  was  heard  to  say,  ■'  Lord  bless  my  people." 

He  had  to  pass  through  the  fiery  ordeal  of  trial ;  first  of  all  he  saw  his  two  in- 
fant children  laid  in  the  silent  tomb.  After  a  lingering  sickness  he  committed  the 
remains  of  his  wile  to  the  grave.  He  was  a  devoted  husband,  and  yet  in  speak- 
ing of  his  wile,  her  life,  lasr.  end,  heavenly  resignation  ami  example,  said  he  felt 
all  this  was  a  means  of  his  growth  in  grace.  When  returuiug  home  from  nil 
wife's  funeral  he  had  a  narrow  escape  fiom  death.  This  was,  possibly,  partly 
the  cause  of  his  own  sickness.  He  thus  described  that  terrible  scene  :  *'I  had 
a  most  marvellous  escape  The  train  1  was  on  was  an  hour  behind  time,  and  **■ 
running  at  the  rate  of  ."iO  miles  an  hour  when  it  collided  with  a  freight  train 
coming  in  the  opposite  direction  near  Shreve,  Ohio,  and  not  far  from  Worces- 
ter cm  the  Ft.  Wayne  Kailroad.  at  half-past  two  o'clock  in  the  morning.  I  **j 
in  the  second  seat  from  the  front  of  the  day  coach,  the  smoker  was  telescoped 
into  the  ear  I  was  in,  killing  instantly  two  ladies  and  a  little  child  in  the  seat 
immediately  in  front  of  ine,  and  wedging  me  in  so  tightly  that  they  had  to  pry 
the  stud  oil'  me  to  uet  me  out.  All  who  could  then  lett  the  car  to  save  themselves 
The  shrieks  of  one  man  on  whom  the  fire  was  fast  approaching,  kept  me  thert 
to  rescue  him.  and  after  liberating  him,  and  being  unable  to  do  any  thing  more 
I  left  the  car.  I  was  the  last  which  left  It.  There  were  in  all  lo  persons  killed, 
their  bodies  were  burned  except,  one.  It  was  a  fearful  scene,  and  I  shall  not 
soon  forget  it.  How  I  escaped  being  crushed  to  death  is  more  thau  I  can  tell 
If  there  is  such  a  thing  as  special  providence  1  am  sure  that  was  one/'    Shortly 
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RIGINAL. 
JOHN    CALVIN. 


BT  PKOF.   R.   J.   GEORGE,    D.    D. 


men  of  the  Theological  Class  : 

9  theme  of  my  last  opening  lecture  was  taken,  from  the 
tment  of  Homileties  and  Pastoral  Theology.  To-night  I 
)  you  to  a  study  in  Church  History.      My  subject  is  John 

IN  VIEWED  FROM  THE  STANDPOINT  OP  HIS  AFFECTIONS. 

the  promotion  of  the  cause  of  God,  Truth  and  Personality  go 
ber.  A  religion  is  judged  by  the  character  of  its  founder.  A 
of  morals  or  a  system  of  doctrines  is  considered  favorably  or 
rorably  according  to  the  conception  we  have  of  its  teacher, 
b  men  think  of  Calvin  will  affect,  if,  indeed,  it  does  not 
mine  what  they  think  of  Calvinism.  As  long  as  men  can  be 
aded  that  John  Calvin  was  morose,  sour,  unsympathetic, 
ithropic  and  vituperative:  so  long  will  they  be  inclined  to 
re  that  the  Calvinistic  system  is  harsh,  severe,  cruel  and 
ctive. 

incipal  Fairbairn,  in  a  recent  volume,  entitled  "The  Place  of 
it  in  Modern  Theology,"  says,  "Calvin  is  one  of  the  best  hated 
in  history.  There  is  something  imposing  in  the  multitude 
rariety  of  aversions  that  converge  on  him.  He  was  hated  by 
htholics  as  the  author  of  the  system  that  opposed  the  proudest 
nost  invincible  front  to  Rome;  by  Princes  and  Statesmen  as 
lan  who  instituted  a  Churcii  that  acted  as  a  revolutionary  force 
litics;  by  Anglican  Bishops  and  Divines,  as  the  father  of  the 
AD8  that  so  long  disturbed  their  power:  by  Arminian  Theol- 
laas  the  inventor  and  promoter  of  a  "  Decretum  horribile;" 
ithey  detested  without  always  making  sure  that  they  under- 
;  by  Free  Thinkers  as  the  man  that  burned  Servetus,  who, 
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because  he  was  burned  must  have  been  a  saint ;  and  Calvin,  because 
he  burned  him,  a  shameless  sinner ;  by  secular  Republicans  because 
he  founded  a  religious  State  and  dealt  hardly  with  sins  they  were 
inclined  to;  by  the  Sons  of  Light  and  Culture,  for  the  imperious 
ethical  temper,  that  did  not  leave  room  for  the  free  play  of  elements 
needed  to  constitute  their  whole  life.  But  the  man  who  has  touched 
so  many  men.  discordant  in  everything  but  this  concordance  of  hate, 
must  have  been  a  man  of  transcendent  power  whose  character  and 
work  deserve  a  close  and  impartial  study  from  all  men  who  would 
understand  the  16th  and  the  later  centuries." 

For  hundreds  of  years  Calvin  has  slept  the  sleep  of  the  just, 
undisturbed  by  the  bitter  controversies  that  have  waged  about  his 
memory.  What  difference  does  it  make  to  a  man  who  was  born  in 
the  first  decade  of  the  16th  century,  what  the  man  born  in  the  last 
decade  of  the  19th  century  thinks  of  him?  No  difference  to  the 
man  who  is  dead,  but  it  makes  a  vast  difference  to  the  man  who  is 
living,  what  be  thinks  of  such  a  man  as  Calvin.  He  was  the  teacher 
of  a  system  of  truth  that  is  still  a  liviug  force  in  the  world;  and 
Truth  and  Personality  go  together. 

"Some  Heretics  of  Yesterday  "  is  the  title  of  a  volume  by 
Dr.  Herrick,  of  Boston.  Speaking  of  Calvin  the  author  says: 
"There  are  certain  great  rivers  which  send  their  waters  out  into 
the  sea  with  such  force  and  volume  that  they  continue  for  many 
leagues  from  their  mouths,  unmixed  and  clearly  distinguishable 
from  the  flood  around  them.  They  flow  on  as  rivers,  still  preserf- 
ing  their  integrity,  their  freshness  and  even  their  color,  though 
their  banks  are  no  longer  of  earth  or  of  rock,  but  only  of  yielding 
water  like  themselves.  The  great  ocean  of  human  thought  is  con- 
tinually replenished  by  streams  of  personal  influence.  Each  thinker, 
discoverer,  actor,  brings  into  the  world's  work  his  individual  con- 
tribution, which  is  soon  swallowed  up.  It  has  its  own  proper 
effect,  no  doubt,  upon  the  quality  of  the  great  whole,  but  it  speedily 
becomes  untraceable  as  a  distinct  and  personal  force.  Literature, 
law,  science,  art,  are,  for  the  most  part,  aggregations  of  impersonal 
energy,  which  it  is  impossible  now  to  analyze  and  redistribute  to 
their  several  sources.  But  in  all  departments  of  the  world's  history 
there  are  some  men,  like  the  Amazon,  whose  work  refuses  to  be 
absorbed  and  assimilated.  After  they  have  poured  themselves  into 
the  world's  common  treasury  of  thought  and  experience,  they 
remain  what  they  were  before ;  so  strong  and  vigorous  and  foroefol 
are  they  that  their  personality  abides.  Such  men  are  Coke  and 
Blackstone  in  law;  Shakespeare  in  letters;  Bacon  in  science; 
Michael  Angelo  in  art.  The  cessation  of  individual  life  in  each  of 
these  cases  has  made  no  difference  in  the  integrity  of  force  and 
influence.  And  such  a  man  was  Calvin  in  Theology;  a  man 
whose  influence  is  as  personal  and  sharply  defined  after  the  centuries 
have  passed  over  bis  grave,  as  when  he  made  his  first  contribution 
to  the  world's  religious  thought." 
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Now  since  this  is  true  and  the  personality  of  Calvin  remains 
lisiinet,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  men  have  a  true  con- 
ception of  that  personality,  because  what  they  think  of  Calvin  will 
iffect,  if  it  does  not  determine  what  they  think  of  Calvinism. 

Calvin  has  been  studied  and  admired  from  the  standpoint  of  his 
Bassive  intellect;  I  invite  you  to  view  him  from  the  standpoint  of 
lis  affections.  His  friends  have  too  readily  accepted  the  prejudiced 
ind  distorted  views  of  his  enemies.  Who  thinks  of  him  as  possessed 
>f a  loving  and  lovely  personal  character?  You,  young  gentle- 
n en,  are  to  be  preachers  of  Calvinistic  doctrines.  Ir  is  not  enough 
:hat  you  believe  them ;  you  must  love  them.  To  this  end  it  is  im- 
portant that  you  love  the  man  that  gave  his  name  to  the  system, 
rhat  you  may  love  him  I  shall  seek  to  set  before  you  the  exceed- 
ng  loveliness  of  his  character.  1  will  not  depend  on  what  men  have 
written  about  him,  either  friends  or  foes,  but  confirm  all  by  my  quota- 
tions from  his  own  writings  in  his  works  and  in  his  letters,  and 
Join  authentic  incidents  in  his  life. 

1.    He  Loved  Nature. 

It  has  been  customary  to  represent  Calvin  as  devoid  of  all 
sympathy  with  nature,  as  so  wanting  in  the  finer,  softer  feelings  of 
bumanity  that  he  remained  untouched  amid  the  grandest  displays 
of  nature's  beauty  and  sublimity.  In  proof  of  this  his  writings  are 
contrasted  with  Luther's  as  containing  no  allusions  to  the  grandeur 
of  the  natural  scenery  amid  which  he  lived.  It  should  be  noted  in 
the  first  place,  that  Calvin  was  so  fully  occupied  with  the  study  and 
exhibition  of  the  far  more  glorious  works  of  grace  and  wich  the 
struggle  for  the  deliverance  of  the  race,  that  he  had  little  time  to 
give  himself  up  to  the  contemplation  of  nature.  In  a  letter  to  a 
friend,  he  says,  "  I  have  not  time  to  look  out  of  my  house  at  the 
blessed  sun;  and  if  things  continue  thus,  1  shall  forget  how  it 
looks.  When  I  have  settled  my  usual  business,  I  have  so  many 
letters  to  write,  so  many  questions  to  answer,  that  many  a  night  is 
spent  without  any  ^offering  of  sleep  being  brought  to  nature." — 
(Heretics  of  Yesterday,  pp.  225.)  In  this  we  have  a  glimpse  of  the 
longing  of  his  soul  for  more  communion  with  nature  and  the  reason 
Why  it  could  not  be  gratified.  But  the  true  answer  to  the  charge 
ja  that  it  is  without  foundation  in  fact.  There  are  many  incidents 
in  his  life  and  many  sentiments  expressed  in  his  writings  that 
*eveal  a  soul  aglow  with  love  for  nature. 

Speaking  of  the  period  of  his  exile  from  France,  when  he  resided 
*t  Angouleme,  D'Aubigne  says:  "  By  degrees,  however,  Calvin 
came  out  of  his  retirement.  Shut  up  in  his  library  he  began  to 
sigh  for  country  air,  like  Luther  in  the  Wartburg.  He  went  out 
Sometimes  alone  or  with  his  friend  and  rambled  over  the  hills  and 
quiet  meadows  watered  by  the  Charente.  The  neighborhood  of 
Angouleme  did  not  present  the  grandeur  he  was  one  day  to  find  on 
the  shores  of  the  Leman;  but  to  him  everything  in  creation  was 
beautiful,  because  he  saw  the  Creator  everywhere.     He  could  even 
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be  profoundly  touched  by  the  beauties  of  nature.  Speaking  os 
Psalm  104th  he  says :  "  In  the  presence  of  the  works  of  God  wi 
are  overcome  with  astonishment  and  our  tongue  and  senses  fail  us.* 
Not  far  from  the  city  was  a  vineyard  belonging  to  the  canon,  til 
which  Du  Tillet  one  day  conducted  him.  The  delighted  Calvin 
returned  thither  frequently ;  the  remembrance  of  these  visits  still 
lingers  in  these  parts  and  the  vineyard  still  goes  bv  the  named 
"La  Cal vine."—  (History  of  Ref.  Vol.  Ill,  P.  13.) 

Turning  to  his  own  writings,  I  know  of  no  more  sublime  tribal 
to  the  beauties  and  glories  of  nature  in  all  literature  than  isooft- 
tained  in  bis  "  Institutes  of  the  Christian  Religion."  Book  I,C 
5.  u The  Psalmist  therefore  with  great  propriety  exclaims: 
covers  himself  with  light  as  with  a  garment/  as  if  he  had  said 
his  first  appearance  in  visible  apparel  was  at  the  creation  of 
world  when  he  displayed  those  glories  which  are  still  conspictt 
on  every  side.  In  the  same  place  the  Psalmist  compares 
expanded  heavens  to  a  royal  pavilion.  He  says  that  he  lays 
beams  of  his  chambers  on  the  waters;  maketh  the  clouds  hisch 
walketh  upon  the  wings  of  the  wind  and  maketh  the  winds  and 
lightnings  his  swift  messengers.  And  because  the  glory  of 
wisdom  and  power  is  more  refulgently  displayed  above,  heaven 
generally  called  his  palace.  And  in  the  first  place,  whithersoe 
you  turn  your  eyes  there  is  not  an  atom  of  the  world  in  which 
cannot  behold  at  least  some  brilliant  sparks  of  bis  glory.  Buty 
cannot  at  one  view  take  a  survey  of  this  most  ample  and  beauti 
machine  in  all  its  vast  extent  without  being  completely  overwhel 
with  its  infinite  splendor.  Wherefore  the  author  of  the  Epistle 
the  Hebrews  elegantly  represents  the  world  as  the  manifestation 
invisible  things,  for  the  exact  symmetry  of  the  universe  is  a  mi 
in  which  we  may  contemplate  the  otherwise  invisible  God." 

In  such   language  Calvin  is  seen  standing  with  uncovered  h 
within  the  Temple  of  Nature,  a  devout,  reverent  and  joyful  w< 
shipper  of  Nature's  God.     But  the  Book  of  Nature  could  do 
little  to  settle  the  great  issues  of  Calvin's  time,  and   from  this 
turned  to  the  "  more  sure  word  of  prophecy,  to  which  we  do 
that  we  take  heed  as  to  a  light  that  shineth   in  a  dark   place  on1 
the  day  dawn,  and  the  day  star  arise  in  our  hearts. 

II.     He  loved  home  and  friends. 

The  impression  prevails  that  Calvin  was  a  man  almost  "withal 
natural  affection."  It  must  be  confessed  that  he  does  not  admit  tfcjj 
public  to  his  domestic  affairs  with  such  readiness  as  characterM 
the  great  German  Reformer.  Luther's  Catherine  Von  Bora  is  • 
frequently  referred  to  that  one  constantly  perceives  the  impress  4 
her  life  on  his.  But  who  knows  Idelette  de  Bures?  We  are  adj 
thereby  warranted  to  conclude  that  Calvin's  wife  was  not  the  objfl) 
of  a  true  manly  affection.  Fortunately  much  of  his  correspondent 
has  been  preserved  and  his  Life  and  Letters,  by  Beza,  Bonnet  M 
M.  Henry,  give  ample  testimony  to  the  tenderness  of  the  home  ill 
and  intimate  friendships  of  the  author  of  the  Calvinistic  System. 
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Henry  says:  "In  the  years  1539  and  1540  he  found  time  to 
think  of  marriage.  It  is  first  hinted  in  March  1539,  in  a  letter  to 
Fare],  in  which  he  depicts  the  wife  he  should  wish.  Again,  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1540,  after  dwelling  on  political  news,  he  adds :  "Amidst 
ill  these  great  commotions  I  still  have  so  much  tranquillity  that  I 
mo  venturing  to  entertain  thoughts  of  matrimony.  There  has  been 
|>ropo8ed  to  me  a  young  lady  of  quality,  superior  to  me  in  rank  and 
vealth.  From  this  alliance  I  am  withheld  by  two  considerations. 
first,  that  she  does  not  understand  French,  and,  secondly,  I  fear 
hat  she  will  make  too  much  of  her  birth  and  education."  Then  he 
Btroduce8  the  busy  matchmakers:  "Her  brother,  a  truly  pious  man, 
us  insisted  on  it  simply  because  his  love  to  me  has  blinded  him  to 
lis  own  interests.  His  wife  rivals  him  in  similar  zeal  for  the  union, 
©  that  I  should  have  been  almost  forced  to  the  alliance  had  the 
jord  had  not  delivered  me.  For  when  I  answered  that  I  should 
tot  proceed  unless  the  young  lady  should  engage  to  learn  our  lan- 
guage, she  asked  time  for  further  deliberation.  Soon  after  this,  I 
laspatched  my  brother,  together  with  a  worthy  man  in  company, 
»  sue  for  another,  and  if  the  latter  answers  to  her  reputation,  she 
rill  bring  an  ample  dowry,  without  any  money ;  for  she  is  highly 
waised  by  those  who  know  her.  If  she  consent,  which  we  confi- 
lently  hope,  the  nuptials  will  not  be  later  than  the  10th  of  March. 
E  wish  you  could  be  here  to  add  your  benediction;  but  I  have  har- 
■aed  you  so  much  during  the  year  past  that  I  dare  not  ask  it.  If, 
lowever,  any  of  the  brethren  intend  to  visit  us,  let  him  select  such 
i  time  as  to  allow  him  to  take  your  place.  Yet  I  am  only  making 
ftyself  ridiculous  if  1  should  be  disappointed.  But  trusting  that  the 
Lord  will  be  with  me,  I  am  making  arrangements  as  for  a  certain 
frent." 
It  is  not  a  little  amusing  to  find  the  great  Reformer  writing  like 
tohool  boy  of  his  matrimonial  hopes  and  fears,  but  it  makes  him 

very  human. 
Three  weeks  after  this  he  again  writes  to  Farel,  and  it  is  evident 
love  affairs  have  made  progress.  "Oh  !  "  he  says,  u  that  it  were 
wed  me  lovingly  to  pour  my  feelings  into  your  bosom  and  once 
re  to  enjoy  your  counsel,  that  1  might  have  better  preparation, 
on  have  the  best  occasion  to  come  to  me  if  our  hopes  concerning 
e  marriage  be  realized;  for  we  expect  the  young  woman  imme- 
tely  after  Easter.  But  if  you  will  give  us  full  assurance  that 
will  come,  the  marriage  shall  be  put  off  until  your  arrival,  as 
have  abundant  time  to  inform  you  of  the  day."  But  it  all  ended 
disappointment.  The  day  was  fixed.  Farel  was  to  be  there, 
t  the  bride  was  missing.  We  are  not  told  why.  But  John  Cal- 
felt  the  discouragement  just  as  an  ordinary  mortal  might  have 
•f  and  he  wrote  to  Farel :  "  I  am  afraid  if  you  wait  for  my 
ials  it  will  be  a  long  time  before  you  come.  The  bride  is  not 
found  and  I  doubt  whether  I  shall  seek  any  further." 
i  But  bis  courage  revived  ;  J:e  renewed  the  search  and  was  success- 
nl.     Idelette  de   Bures  was  a  widow.     The  historian  says:     "On 
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comparing  Idelette  de  Bares  with  Catherine  Von  Bora,  the  wife  of 
Luther,  we  perceive  the  former  to  have  had  the  pre-eminence  in 
rank  and  accomplishments."  She  was  only  spared  with  him  for 
nine  years.  In  many  of  his  letters  he  mentions  his  wife  and  com* 
municates  her  salutations.  Henry  says:  u  Catholic  writers  bare 
dwelt  with  unfeeling  severity  on  the  unfruitfulness  of  this  union." 
Bretus  says :  "  He  married  Idelette,  by  whom  he  had  no  issue  lest 
the  life  of  so  infamous  a  man  should  be  propagated."  In  reply  to 
one  of  these  cruel  taunts,  Calvin  says,  touchingly :  "  Baudoin  up- 
braids me  as  childless.  God  gave  a  little  son.  He  took  him  away. 
Baudoin  counts  it  an  approbrium  that  I  have  no  children.  But  I 
have  myriads  of  children  throughout  the  Christian  world." 

In  a  letter  to  Yiret  in  1549,  soon  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  he 
speaks  of  his  grief  and  pays  a  noble  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Ide- 
lette. •*  The  death  of  my  wife  has  severely  affected  me;  yet  I  try 
as  much  as  possible  to  overcome  my  grief,  and  my  friends  are  strif- 
ing  to  exceed  one  another  in  endeavors  to  console  me.  It  is  true, 
both  their  endeavors  and  mine  have  failed  of  the  success  which 
were  to  be  wished;  but  small  as  this  is,  it  is  a  comfort  beyond  what 
I  can  express.  Knowing  as  you  do  the  sensibility,  or  rather  weak- 
ness of  my  heart,  I  need  not  tell  you  that  it  required  the  utmost 
struggle  of  my  mind  to  save  me  from  sinking,  and  the  cause  of  my 
sorrow  is  not  small ;  I  am  separated  from  the  best  partner  of  my 
life,  who,  if  necessary,  would  gladly  have  accompanied  me,  not 
merely  to  exile,  but  to  death.  During  her  life  she  was  a  true 
helper  in  my  labors;  never  even  in  the  merest  trifle  was  she  opposed 
to  me." 

In  a  letter  to  Fare!  he  gives  an  account  of  her  death-bed.  Ha 
says:  "At  six  o'clock  I  was  called  away  from  the  house.  At 
seven  she  began  to  grow  weaker.  Feeling  that  her  voice  was  soon 
to  fail,  she  said:  "Let  us  pray  to  God.  Let  all  cry  to  God  for 
me."  At  this  moment  I  returned  home.  She  could  no  longer 
speak,  but  gave  a  sign  of  her  pious  feelings.  After  speaking  a  few 
words  concerning  the  grace  of  Jesus  Christ,  future  glory,  our  meet* 
ing  in  the  other  world,  I  addressed  myself  to  prayer,  to  which,  as 
to  all  our  instructions,  she  listened  with  perfect  consciousness.  She 
fell  asleep  about  eight  o'clock,  so  sweetly  that  those  that  stood 
around  her  bed  could  scarcely  determine  her  last  moment.  Though 
bowed  down  greatly,  I  fulfilled  with  assiduity  the  labors  of  my  of- 
fice, and  indeed  God  has  prepared  me  for  new  conflicts." 

Long  years  after  he  wrote  to  a  friend  whose  wife  had  been  taken 
away:  UI  feel  in  my  own  case  how  painful  and  agonizing  roust 
be  the  wound  which  you  have  suffered  in  the  death  of  your  ex- 
cellent wife,  remembering  my  own  grief  seven  years  ago.  I  call 
to  mind  how  hard  it  was  for  me  to  gain  the  mastery  over  my  sor- 
row." 

Is  it  possible  that  this  is  the  man  who  has  been  vilified  as  of 
such  a  hard,  severe,  unloving  and  selfisji  nature,  as  to  be  ineapable 
of  family  affections? 
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Kindred  with  this  is  the  matter  of  his  personal  friendships.  I 
have  been  greatly  surprised  by  the  wealth  of  the  material  on  this 
subject,  extending  over  all  the  Jears  of  his  public  life  and  embrac- 
ing some  of  the  most  notable  attachments  which  history  and  biog- 
raphy record.  From  the  testimonies  concerning  his  friendships 
with  Olivetan,  Wolmar,  Duchemin,  Bucer,  Beza,  Luther,  Melanc- 
thon>  Farel  and  Viret,  along  with  many  others,  I  select  two  illus- 
trations of  all. 

D'Anbigne  says  of  his  friendship  with  Melancthon :  "  From  the 
time  of  this  intercourse  at  Worms  there  always  existed  between 
Melancthon  and  Calvin  that  warm,  affection  and  that  peculiar  es- 
teem which  are  felt  by  the  dearest  friends.  Esteem  was  perhaps 
uppermost  in  Melancthon  and  affection  in  Calvin.  On  the  one 
aide  the  friendship  was  founded  more  on  reflection,  on  the  other  it 
was  more  spontaneous.  But  on  both  sides  it  was  the  product  of 
their  noble  and  beautiful  qualities.  They  esteemed  each  other  and 
loved  each  other,  because  they  both  had  the  same  zeal  for  all  that 
is  true,  good  and  lovely,  and  because  with  a  noble  emulation  they 
were  striving  to  obtain  these  blessings  and  to  diffuse  them  in  the 
world.  When  the  best  among  men  draw  together,  and  especially 
when  Christianity  purifies  and  consecrates  their  union,  then  their 
character  and  their  hearts  are  exalted  and  their  mutural  love  can- 
not fail  to  exert  a  beneficial  influence.  This  friendship  between 
two  such  men  at  first  surprises  us.  They  are  usually  set  in  contrast 
with  one  another;  the  Frenchman  being  looked  upon  as  an  example 
of  extreme  severity,  and  the  German  of  extreme  gentleness.  How 
then,  it  may  be  said,  could  the  soft  sweet  tones  of  the  soul  of  Me- 
lancthon set  in  vibration  the  iron  soul  of  Calvin?  The  reason  is 
that  his  was  not  an  iron  sou).  So  far,  indeed,  as  the  great  truths 
of  salvation  are  concerned,  Calvin  was  no  more  to  be  bent  than  an 
iron  bar;  for  these  he  was  ready  to  die;  but  in  his  relations  as  a  hus- 
band, a  father,  and  a  friend,  he  had  a  most  tender  heart.  Even 
if  in  the  controversies  of  the  age,  the  discussion  turned  on  matters 
of  doctrine  not  affecting  salvation,  he  could  heur  with  and  even 
love  his  opponents  as  few  Christians  have  done."  (D'Aubigne, 
Vol.  VII,  16- 17.) 

Dr.  Alexander  says:  "It  is  delightful  to  contemplate  the  mutual 
•flection  of  Calvin  and  Melancthon.  As  it  regards  temperament 
each  appears  to  have  had  the  supplementary  quality  which  was  nec- 
essary to  the  other.  Calvin,  although  more  bold  than  Melancthon, 
was  lees  heroic  than  Luther,  and  sometimes  melted  into  gentleness." 
After  the  death  of  Melancthon,  Calvin  addresses  his  spirit  in  this 
touching  apostrophe:  "And  thou,  0  Philip,  ior  I  invoke  thee  who 
now  livest  with  Christ  in  God  awaiting  the  day  when  we  shall  be 
gathered  to  you  in  blissful  quiet,  thou  hast  a  hundred  times  said 
when,  weary  with  labors  and  oppressed  with  trials,  thou  hast  laid 
thy  head  affectionately  in  my  bosom:  '  Oh,  that  1  might  die  upon 
Ikis  breast:  " 


392  John  Calvin.  [Nov. 

The  other  instance  I  cite  is  that  of  the  friendship  between  him 
and  Farel.  He  and  Viret  had  been  co-pastors  with  Calvin  at 
Geneva.  To  them  he  dedicated  hts  Commentary  on  Titus,  with 
this  record  of  his  affection  ;  "Inasmuch  as  I  sustain  a  relation 
resembling  that  which  Paul  held  to  Titus,  this  similitude  has  seem- 
ed to  lead  me  to  choose  you  above  all  others  to  whom  to  dedicate 
these  my  labors.  At  any  rate  it  will  afford  our  contemporaries  and 
perhaps  those  that  come  after  us  some  monument  of  our  holy 
friendship  and  alliance.  Never,  I  suppose,  have  two  friends  in  the 
common  relations  of  life  lived  together  in  so  close  a  friendship  as 
we  have  enjoyed  in  our  ministry.  I  have  discharged  the  functions 
of  a  pastor  with  you  both ;  yet  so  far  from  any  appearances  of 
envy,  it  seemed  as  you  and  myself  had  been  one."  It  would  be 
difficult  to  find  anything  in  all  literature  more  touching  and  tender 
than  what  passed  between  Calvin  and  Farel,  when  Calvin  lay  on 
his  death-bed.  Farel  thus  wrote  to  a  friend : — "Though  J  have  re- 
ceived no  tidings  of  the  decease  of  our  dear  and  most  intimate 
friend,  Calvin,  yet  the  rumors  I  hear,  as  well  as  the  condition  in 
which  I  left  him  oppress  me  greatly.  Oh,  that  I  could  be  taken 
in  his  stead  and  that  a  spirit  so  useful  might  be  spared  longer  to 
serve  in  health  the  churches  of  our  Lord."  The  following  is  from 
a  letter  from  Calvin  to  Farel.  "Fare  thee  well,  my  best  and  dear- 
est brother,  as  it  is  the  will  of  God  that  you  should  survive  me,  be 
mindful  of  our  friendship  which  has  been  a  blessing  to  the  church 
of  God  and  will  bring  forth  fruit  for  us  in  heaven.  My  breath  is 
feeble,  I  am  every  moment  looking  for  my  dissolution ;  content  to 
live  and  die  in  Christ  who  in  life  and  death  is  his  people's  gain. 
Farewell,   once  more  to  you  and  all  the  brethren." 

'Let  the  reader  pause,"  says  Henry,  "and  ask  if  this  dying  saint 
is  that  steeled  and  heartless  dogmatist  whom  his  enemies  have  por- 
trayed." 

Without  denying  that  he  was  rigid  and  "firm  almost  to  impene- 
trability" and  perhaps  severe  almost  to  excess  of  indignation,  we 
must  claim  for  John  Calvin  that  in  his  domestic  and  social  relations 
he  possessed  a  most  loving  and  beautiful  nature. 

IIL     He  loved  Liberty. 

With  remarkable  unanimity  the  Protestant  historians  trace  the 
birth  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  to  the  period  of  the  Reformation; 
but  few  of  them  recognize  the  superior  influence  of  Calvin  over  all 
the  other  Reformers  in  achieving  the  liberties  of  mankind  ;  and 
fewer  still  have  recognized  that  this  is  the  necessary  outgrowth  of 
his  system  of  Theology. 

D'Aubigne  savs:  "Now  what  chiefly  distinguishes  the  Refor- 
mation of  Calvin,  from  that  of  Luther  is  that  wherever  it  was  es- 
tablished it  brought  with  it  not  only  truth  but  liberty:  and  all  the 
developments  which  these  two  fertile  principles  carry  with  them. 
Political  liberty  as  we  shall  see,  settled  upon  these  hills  at  the 
Southern  extremity    of  the    Leman    Lake  where  stands  the  city  of 
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Calvin,  and  has  never  deserted  them  since.  And  more  than  this ; 
earthly  liberty,  the  faithful  companion  of  divine  truth,  appeared  at 
the  same  time  with  her  in  the  Low  Countries,  in  England,  and 
Scotland,  and  subsequently  in  North  America  and  other  places  be- 
sides, everywhere  creating  powerful  nations.  The  reformation  of 
Calvin  is  that  of  modern  times ;  it  is  the  religion  destined  for  the 
whole  world.  Being  profoundly  spiritual,  it  subserves  also  in  an 
admirable  manner  all  the  temporal  interests  of  man.  It  has  the  prom- 
ise of  the  life  that  now  is  and  of  that  which  is  to  come."  (Hist'y 
of  Ref.  Vol.  I.  P.  4).  This  is  a  statement  of  historical  facts  i  the 
philosophical  basis  of  these  facts  the  historian  finds  in  Calvin's 
theological  system.  The  reasoning  is  profound  and  it  seems  to  me 
unanswerable.  He  says :  "  Supreme  among  the  great  principles  that 
Calvin  has  diffused  is  the  sovereignty  of  God.  He  has  enjoined  us  to 
reader  unto  Caesar  the  things  that  are  Caesar's  but  he  has  added, 
God  must  always  retain  the  sovereign  empire,  and  all  that  may  be- 
long to  man  remains  subordinate.  Obedience  towards  princes  ac- 
cords with  God's  service ;  but  if  princes  usurp  any  portion  of  the 
authority  of  God  we  must  obey  tiiem  only  so  far  as  may  be  done 
without  offending  God."  (Calvin  on  Matt.  20-21.)  D'Aubigne  adds; 
"If  my  conscience  is  thoroughly  subject  to  God,  1  am  free  as  re- 
gards man  ;  but  if  I  cling  to  anything  besides  heaven  man  may 
easily  enslave  me.  True  liberty  exists  only  in  the  higher  regions. 
The  bird  that  skims  the  earth  may  lose  it  at  any  moment,  but  we 
cannot  ravish  it  from  the  eagle  which  soars  among  the  clouds." 
I  doubt  whether  there  can  be  found  a  more  fo  reef  in  statement  of 
the  relation  of  liberty  to  law  than  this.  Human  freedom  rests  back 
ttpon  divine  sovereignty.  The  more  a  nation  is  bound  to  heaven,  the 
more  that  nation  is  free  on  earth.  With  this  thought  in  our  minds 
let  as  turn  to  his  own  writings.  We  shall  find  that  not  only  was 
Calvin  the  foremost  friend  of  civil  liberty,  but  that  this  conception 
of  freedom  grew  out  of  his  system  of  theology  ;  and  that  the  men 
who  in  our  own  times  are  assailing  the  Calvinistic  theology  are  un- 
awares undermining  our  civil  liberties. 

Calvin,  in  his  institutes  of  the  Christian  Religion,  Book  IV  Chap. 

20,  speaking   of  Civil    Government,   says:   (llndeed    if  these  three 

forms,  Monarchy,  Aristocracy  and  Democracy,  which  are  stated  by 

philosophers,   be   considered    in    themselves,    I  shall  by  no  means 

<leny  that  either  Aristocracy   or  a  mixture  of  Aristocracy  and  l)e- 

rac»cracy  far  excels  all  others:  and    that,    indeed,    not  of  itself,  but 

because  it  very  rarely    happens  that  kings    regulate  themselves  so 

that  their  will  is  never  at  variance  with  justice   and   rectitude :  or 

in  the  next  place,  that  they  are  endued  with  such  penetration  and 

prudence  as  in  all  cases  to  discover  what  is  best.     The  vice  or  im- 

|»erfection  of  men  therefore   renders   it  safer  and  more  tolerable  for 

the  government    to    be   in    the  hands  of  many,  that  they  may  ofter 

each  other  mutual  assistance  and   admonition;   and  that  if  any  one 

arrogate  to  himself  more  than  is  right,  the  many  may  act  as  censors 
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and  masters  to  restrain  his  ambition.  This  has  always  been  proved 
by  experience,  and  the  Lord  confirmed  it  by  his  authority  when  he 
established  a  government  of  this  kind  among  the  people  of  Israel 
with  a  view  to  preserve  them  in  the  most  desirable  condition  till  he 
exhibited  in  David  a  type  of  Christ.  And  as  I  readily  acknowl- 
edge that  no  kind  of  government  is  more  happy  than  this,  where 
liberty  is  regulated  with  becoming  moderation,  and  properly  es- 
tablished on  a  desirable  basis,  so  also  I  consider  those  the  most 
happy  people  who  are  permitted  to  enjoy  such  a  condition:  and  if 
they  exert  their  strenuous  and  constant  effort  for  its  preservation 
and  retention  I  admit  that  they  act  in  perfect  consistence  with  their 
duty".  Remember,  young  gentlemen,  that  these  words  were  writ- 
ten in  the  16th  century,  in  the  morning  twilight  of  the  Reforma- 
tion, and  in  a  book  which  the  author  dedicated  to  King  Francis  I. 

Now  let  us  trace  Calvin's  idea  of  liberty  to  its  source  in  his 
Theology.  Dr.  Herrick,  in  the  book  to  which  reference  basal- 
ready  been  made,  speaking  of  Calvin's  work,  says,  "That  work 
constituted  the  world's  largest  step  towards  Democratic  Freedom. 
It  set  the  individual  man  in  the  presence  of  the  living  God,  and 
made  the  solitary  soul  whether  a  prince  or  pauper,  to  feel  its  re- 
sponsibility to,  and  dependence  upon,  Him  alone,  who,  from  eter- 
nity, has  decreed  the  sparrow's  flight  or  fall."  (Mark  the  Calvinis- 
tic  Theology.)  "Out  of  this  logical  conception  of  the  equality  of  all 
men  in  the  presence  of  Jehovah  he  deduced  the  Republican  charac- 
ter of  the  Church:  a  theory  to  which  all  Americans  and  especially 
we  of  New  England,  owe  our  rich  inheritance.  He  gave  the 
world  what  it  had  not  before,  a  majestic  and  consistent  conception 
of  a  Kingdom  of  God,  ruling  in  the  affairs  of  men,  the  beauty 
and  the  blessedness  of  a  true  Christian  State;  of  the  possibility  of 
the  City  oi  God  being  one  day  realized  in  the  universal  subordina- 
tion of  human  souls  to  divine  authority.''" 

I  cannot  leave  this  point  without  referring  to  the  testimony  of 
that    masterly   thinker    Principal  Fairbairn.     In  the  volume  be' 
fore  alluded  to,   The   Place   of  Christ   in  Modern  Theology,  l»e 
says:       "  In    its    speculative  elements  Calvin's   Theology  is  one 
with  Augustine's,  but  not  in  its  political  or  ecclesiastical.     In  Au- 
gustine the  speculative  and  the  political  are  contradictory;  but  in 
Calvin  the  speculative  and  the  political  are  so  related  that  the  one 
is  a  deduction  from  the  other:  his  theology  is  the  basis  of  bis  polity; 
his  polity  is  the   application  of  his   Theology   to   society  and  the 
State."     Again  he  says:  "Calvinism  was  the  very  genius  of  system 
in  Theology,  and  of  order  in  polity.     These  two  stood  together,  the 
one  was  a  logical  corollary  from  the  other,  yet  appeared  also  as  a 
copy  from  the  ancient  scriptural   model.     But  while  order  was  as 
necessary  to  Geneva  as  to  Rome,  it  was  from  reasons  so  different 
that  the  order  did  not  remain  the  same.         The  order  Rome  main- 
tained was  autocratic,  personalized  in  the  Pope,  incorporated  in  the 
Church,  realized  by  its  authority;   the  order  Geneva  created  was 
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democratic,  personalized  in  God;  incorporated  in  the  Apostolic 
ociety,  realized  by  the  authority  of  conscience.  Roman  order  was 
eternal,  imposed  from  without;  Geneva  order  was  internal,  evoked 
•om  within.  Hence  while  Rome  could  in  alliance  with  an  abso- 
lte  monarch  realize  its  order,  the  Qeneva  order  could  be  realized 
cly  by  and  through  the  people.  It  might  be  tyrannical  in  exer- 
ise,  it  must  be  popular  in  basis,  and  the  basis  was  determinative; 
i  it  lay  all  the  possibilities  of  freedom  and  progress.  With  it  a 
sgal  supremacy  in  things  spiritual  and  ecclesiastical  was  as  in- 
>mpatible  as  a  Papal]  and  where  it  prevailed,  rule  based  on  a  sin- 
le  will  became  impossible.  It  thus  allied  itself  with  the  rights  of 
le  people  and  the  spirit  of  political  progress,  the  countries  which 
ere  most  penetrated  by  it  being  precisely  the  countries  which 
ave  become  the  most  conspicious  examples  of  ordered  freedom." 
'rincipal  Fairbairn  goes  on  to  show  that  Calvinistic,  and  not 
tutheran  Protestantism,  is  the  antithesis  to  Rome,  and  that  the 
round  of  this  antithesis  is  in  the  Calvinistic  system  of  Theology. 
In  the  presence  of  these  facts  and  their  necessary  inferences,  I 
efuee  to  believe  that  John  Calvin  was  a  cruel  autocrat,  and  that 
is  system  of  doctrine  is  the  ally  of  tyranny  and  despotism.  Nay 
ather,  I  claim  for  him  bis  true  position  as  the  father  of  modern 
ivil  and  religious  liberty;  and  back  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  John 
Jrown  and  Patrick  Henry  and  George  Washington,  and  the  heroes 
>f liberty  in  other  lands,  I  see  John  Calvin  laying  the  immovable 
otrodations  of  the  temple  of  liberty  on  these  four  corner  stones — the 
absolute  sovereignty  of  God;  the  sole  Headship  of  Jesus  Christ  in 
he  Church  and  over  the  State;  the  supremacy  of  Divine  Law  in 
ivery  department  in  life;  and  the  Universal  Brotherhood  of  man; 
ind  over  the  gates  of  that  Temple  when  it  is  completed  will  be  in- 
icribed  these  deathless  words:  "One  is  your  Master,  even  Christ, 
rod  all  ye  are  brethren," 

[TO  BE  CONTINUED.  1 


SABBATH    OBSERVANCE. 


There  is  doubtless  not  a  Christian  who  would  not  take  the  affirma- 
ive  of  the  proposition,  "The  great  need  of  the  better  observance  of 
he  Sabbath  by  its  professed  friends,"  and  those  friends  can  change 
be  whole  face  of  society  in  regard  to  its  observance,  not  in  the  aggre- 
ate,  but  individually,  as  ail  reforms  must  be  accomplished. 

The  occupation  of  the  mind  by  secular  thoughts  will  be  found  to 
e  a  most  relentless  foe  to  the  proper  observance  of  the  Sabbath. 
"bey  present  themselves  with  the  first  waking  moments,  intruding 
ito  the  secret  place  of  prayer,  the  family  altar  and  the  house  of  God. 
he  power  that  can  overcome  this  evil  is  "  the  expulsiveness  of  a  new 
Section."  Taking  "  God"  for  the  motto  of  the  day,  contemplating 
le  work  of  creation,  so  immediately  connected  with  the  institution  of 
le  Sabbath,  meditating  on  his  holiness,  his  love,  and  other  thoughts 

God,  would  lead  to  the  better  observance   of  the   Sabbath    by  ex- 
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pelling  sinful  thoughts.  If  the  professed  frien  Is  of  the  Sabbath  read 
the  "Sunday  newspapers"  or  other  secular  reading  on  that  day,  fare- 
well to  a  holy  and  profitable  Sabbath  may  as  well  be  said  at  once. 
They  cannot  agree.  God's  word  for  God's  day,  with  other  private 
and  family  duties  that  are  imperative,  worshipping  God  at  the  family 
altar  and  in  the  sanctuary,  and  it  may  be  giving  instruction  in  the 
Sabbath  school.  The  hours  of  the  Sabbath  thus  filled  in  will  not 
hang  heavy  on  the  willing  hands  of  those  that  are  saying,  "  Lord, 
what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do?"  Conversation  of  a  secular  nature,  as 
well  for  the  sake  of  others  as  for  our  own,  is  a  point  which  must  be 
contested  perseveringly  by  each  individual.  "  This  is  the  Sabbath  of 
the  Lord  thy  God."  The  subject  of  labor  on  the  Sabbath  covers  a 
large  field.  Let  every  man  professing  Christianity  determine  whether 
employer  or  employe,  that  the  Sabbath  shall  be  free  for  each  to  ob- 
serve according  to  the  commandment.  What  a  change  would  im- 
mediately be  wrought  in  communities  now  deprived  of  Sabbath  rest. 
Also  every  housekeeper  should  see  that  all  required  articles  are  in  her 
house  before  the  Sabbath  arrives,  that  no  clerks  or  trades  people  are 
obliged  to  lose  their  God  given  day  of  rest  to  deliver  articles  of  any 
kind,  or  to  keep  their  stores  open  on  the  Sabbath  for  her  household. 
With  a  conscientious  attention  to  these  matters,  Sabbath  traffic  would 
almost  entirely  cease,  and  there  would  not  be  so  many  vacant  seats  in 
the  sanctuary.  A  lady,  when  paying  a  bill  for  ice  cream  delivered 
on  the  Sabbath,  was  about  giving  the  man  some  tracts,  when  he  said, 
"  You  had  better  keep  your  tracts;  I  think  you  need  them  as  much 
as  I  do ;  if  it  was  not  for  such  as  you,  I  could  go  to  church  myself." 
Another  of  the  great  Sabbath  breaking  institutions  is  the  United 
States  mail.  This  also  could  be  checked,  if  not  entirely  stopped,  by 
the  professed  friends  of  the  Sabbath,  by  withdrawing  patronage  from 
the  publishers  of  "  Sunday  newspapers,"  omitting  letter  writing  or 
sending  matter  of  any  kind  through  the  mails  on  the  Sabbath.  Thou- 
sands of  clerks,  postmasters  and  postmistresses  could  then  have  their 
day  of  rest,  of  which  they  are  now  deprived.  A  Christian  merchant 
in  New  York,  who  ten  years  ago  passed  to  his  reward,  and  whose  be- 
quests are  still  blessing  the  church  and  its  missions,  so  arranged  his 
business  affairs  with  reference  to  Sabbath  observance  that  all  letters 
and  checks  that  could  not  reach  their  destination  before  the  Sabbath 
were  placed  in  his  safe  until  Monday.  "  Them  that  honor  me  I  will 
honor." 

Travelling  on  the  Sabbath  is  also  a  great  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the 
peace  and  rest  of  the  day.     Professing  Christians  could   stop  railway 
traffic,  almost,  if  not  entirely,  on  the  Sabbath,  and  give  the  engineers, 
conductors  and  other  railway  employes  their  Sabbath    rest.     Without^ 
the  patronage  of  professed  Christians,  it  would  not  pay  to  run   train**' 
to  any  extent  on  the  Sabbath,  and  thousands  of  men  now  working  o** 
that  day  would  be  at  home  with   their   families,   and    many  of  thei*~* 
would  be  in  the  house  of  God.     Are  these   things  so?     Present   con*^ 
ditions  say  they  are.     The   great   responsibility    rests  on   those   whi*- 
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could  prevent  Sabbath  desecration  and  do  not.  Those  who  compose 
the  five  large  denominations — Episcopal,  Methodist,  Presbyterian, 
Congregational  and  Baptist,  could  alone  save  the  imperilled  Sabbath 
to  the  country.  Besides,  other  smaller  denominations  would  rejoice 
in  a  better  observance  of  the  Sabbath,  and  could  help  to  bring  it 
about.  Friends  of  the  Sabbath  who  observe  the  day  by  keeping  it 
holy  to  the  Lord  will  not  be  among  those  to  whom  it  will  be  said,  "  I 
never  knew  you.  Depart  from  me,  ye  that  work  iniquity."  The 
Sabbath  question  may  be  safely  taken  as  a  test  as  to  who  are  the  true 
followers  of  the  Lord. 

The  writer  of  this  paper  will  not  say  one  word  as  to  amusements  01* 
the  Sabbath  except  that  they  have  no  place  there.  God's  liberal  dis- 
tribution of  time,  giving  six  days  to  man  for  all  lawful  employments 
and  amusements,  reserving  but  one  out  of  seven  for  himself,  should 
settle  this  question  finally.  To  the  great  multitude  who  profess  to  be 
on  the  Lord's  side,  with  "  God"  as  their  motto,  going  forth  in  his 
name,  these  crooked  places  shall  be  made  straight  and  the  rough 
places  smooth,  and  the  land  shall  enjoy  her  Sabbaths.         A.  G.  K. 


>  •*• » 
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ELECTED. 


PSALMODY. 


The  True  Psalmody,  or  the  Bible  Psalms,  the  church's  only  man- 
ual of  praise,  was  prepared  thirty-six  years  ago  in  Philadelphia  by  a 
Committee  of  Reformed  Presbyterian  and  United  Presbyterian  min- 
isters— Rev.  James  M.  Willson,  J.  T.  Cooper,  Robert  J.  Black  and 
^William  Sterrett.  It  was  republished  in  1861  at  Belfast,  with  pre- 
faces by  Rev.  Drs.  Henry  Cooke,  John  Edgar  and  Thomas  Hous- 
ton. 

The  Preface  of  Dr.  Cooke  is  as  follows : 

"  Having  been  requested  to  write  a  Preface  to  a  reprint,  in  Ireland, 
of  an  American  treatise  on  the  Psalmody  of  Christian  Worship,  I 
have  most  cheerfully  complied;  partly  on  account  of  the  importance 
of  the  subject,  partly  on  account  of  the  talent  displayed  in  the  work 
and  partly  that,  by  a  detail  of  my  own  experience,  I  may  add  my 
humble  testimony  to  a  great  principle. 

My  earliest  recollection  of  family  and    public  psalmody  is  that  of 
the  exclusive  use  of  the  English  version  of  the  Biblical  Psalms  au- 
thorized by  the  Reformed  Church  of  Scotland.     In  our  Presbyterian 
churches,  so  far  as   my   knowledge  extends,  others  were  unknown. 
When  I  entered  the  ministry,  in  1807,  the  Scottish  selection  of  Para- 
phrases and  Hymns  had  come  into  partial  use;  and  influenced  by  the 
feeling  in  their  favor  I  was  gradually  led  to  adopt  them.     The  prin- 
ciple of  their  use  once  adopted,  the  way  to  others  was  opened  to  an 
^limited  extent;  for,  if  these  paraphrases  and  hymns  be  good  for 
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public  worship,  it  follows  that  others  may  be  as  good  or  letter.  A 
cord i ugly,  at  one  time  of  my  ministry,  I  dedicated  both  time  ai 
pains  to  selecting,  from  all  accurate  sources,  an  additional  volun 
with  an  essay,  embodying  a  defence  of  its  use  in  private  or  in  pub 
worship.  I  need  scarcely  add,  that  I  believed  my  arguments — whi 
were  partly  original  and  partly  derivative — to  be  unanswerable. 

I  shall  now  detail  and  as  briefly  as  may  be,  the  circumstances  tt 
first  led  me  to  doubt,  and  finally  to  reject  my  former  conclusioi 
Having  been  appointed  to  a  short  missionary  tour,  I  left  my  home 
good  health,  but  was  taken  suddenly  ill,  and,  during  a  month,  « 
unable  to  return,  and  it  was  when  u  wearisome  nights  were  appoint 
to  me,  and  tossings  to  and  fro  until  the  dawning  of  the  day,"  that, 
frequent  solitude,  I  was  thrown,  almost  entirely,  on  the  resources 
memory.  But  with  that  faculty  God  had  sufficiently  endowed  n 
and  the  Psalms  committed  in  school-boy  days,  and  paraphrases  a 
hymns  of  riper  years,  presented  ready  subjects  of  meditation ;  and 
was  then,  that,  all  unexpectedly,  yet  irresistibly,  it  was  impressed  up 
me,  by  experience  and  feeli  g,  that  the  most  celebrated  hymns  of  u 
;nspired  men  were  like  Job's  friends,  "  miserable  comforters/'  wh 
compared  with  the  experience  of  Christ  in  the  days  of  humiliatk 
of  which  the  Book  of  Psalms  is  the  true  prophetic  picture ;  and  here 
think  it  right  to  record  the  circumstances  by  which  I  was  led  to  d 
cover  what  I  believe  to  be  the  true  key  to  unlock  the  door  of  t 
Psalms.  In  common  with  many  of  my  brethren  in  the  ministry, 
had  been  accustomed  to  explain  the  morning  Psalm  before  singir 
and,  I  believe,  in  common  also  with  many,  to  inttrpret  such  Psah 
as  the  First  (v.  1,  2,  3,)  and  the  Twenty-fourth  (v.  3,  4),  as  elevat 
and  elevating  descriptions — not  of  what  a  believer  has  attained,  or, 
this  life,  can  attain  to,  but  of  what  he  should  always  endeavor  to  attai 
and  this  canon  of  interpretation  was  almost  constantly  in  use.  N( 
the  mind  is  seldom  satisfied  with  an  erroneous  principle;  mine,  in  tl 
case,  was  not,  for  it  seemed  still  a  species  of  fiction.  Yet  I  could  i: 
see  my  way  to  a  better,  and  no  man  of  my  counsel  led  me ;  but 
thought — I  watch td  and  prayed  for  light,  and  the  manner  of  my  e 
lightenment  was  this :  I  had  formerly,  to  some  extent,  studied  bota 
and  mineralogy,  and  was  occasionally  reviewing  my  studies.  Duri 
an  excursion,  a  learned  friend  presented  me  a  wild  flower  and  tc 
me  its  name.  I  showed  him  another  and  he  could  not  name  it. 
color  and  in  form  it  was  very  like  the  flower  he  had  showed  me,  a 
I  suggested  a  name  derived  from  this  partial  similarity ;  but  my  friei 
without  hesitation,  pronounced  against  the  name,  as  the  two  plan 
though  like,  in  some  respects,  essentially  differed  in  others.  A  d< 
brother  in  Christ  had  lent  me  a  new  work  of  descriptive  mineraloj 
and  we  had  compared  specimens  with  descriptions;  I  often  founc 
difficult  to  determine  the  name,  though  some  of  the  external  char; 
ters  of  the  minerals  agreed  with  the  book.  One  principle,  howev 
was  adopted  in  all  my  inquiries  and  decisions ;  the  mineral  and  i 
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book  must  exactly  agree.     Now,  it  was  after  having  attempted  to  ex- 
plain the  verses  referred  to  in  the  Twenty-Fourth  Psalm,  and  when 
I  was  in  the  act  of  explaining,  as  best  I  could,  the  First  Psalm,  and 
while  laboring  to  accommodate  the  description  in  the  Psalm  with  the 
state  of  all  1  knew  of  the  attainments  of  the  saints,  that  it  occurred 
to  me  to  say  in  my  heart — is  this  the  way  we  decide  in  botany  and 
mineralogy?    And   my  memory  and  my  conscience  answered  no! 
Then  I  said  in  my  heart,  there  never  has  been  a  man  answering,  in 
all  respects,  to  these  descriptions.     It  was  not  Adam,  Noah,  Abra- 
ham, Moses,  Paul,  but  was  it  not  "the  man  Christ  Jesus?"  The  veil 
was  instantly  removed  from  the  Book  of  Psalms  and  I  saw  therein 
Christ  clearly.     He  was  the  man  of  the  First  Psalm,  the  man  of  the 
TwGnty-fourth,  the  man  of  nearly  the  whole  book.     Now,  while  I  set 
not  up  my  own  convictions  as  a  rule  or  measure  of  the  consciences  of 
others,  1  cannot  fail  to  pity  those  who  can  find,  as  they  assert,  so  little 
of  Christ  in  the  inspired  psalmody  of  the  Bible,  that  they  must  seek 
and  employ  an  uninspired  psalmody  as  exhibiting  him  more  fully. 
Our  Lord  himself  found  himself  in  the  Psalms  (Luke  24:44,  45),  aud 
thereby  "  opened  his  disciples'  understanding,  that  they  might  under- 
stand the  Scriptures."     Surely   what  was  the  clearest  light  to  their 
eves  should  be  light  to  ours.     And,  truly,  I  believe  there  is  one  view 
of  Christ,  and  that  not  the  least  important  to  the  tired  and  troubled 
believer,  that  can  be  discovered  only  in  the  Book  of  Psalms — I  mean 
his  inward  life.     No  eye-witness  of  the  outward  man,  though  an  in- 
spired evangelist,  could    penetrate   the  heart;    but   the  Spirit   who 
"searcheth  the  deep  things  of  God/'  has,  in  the  Psalms,  laid  open  the 
inmost  thoughts,  sorrows  and  conflicts  of  our  Lord.     The  Evangelists 
faithfully  and  intelligently  depict  the  sinless  Man  ;  the  Psalms  alone 
lay  open  the  heart  of  the  "  Man  of  sorrows."     The  most  pious  pro- 
ductions of  uninspired  men  are  a  shallow  stream,  the  Psalms  an  un- 
fathomable and  shoreless  ocean. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  record,  that  two  things  confirmed  my  decision 
in  favor  of  the  exclusive  use  of  inspired  psalmody  in  public  worship. 
First.     The  Biblical  Psalms    being  inspired  by  the  Holy  Ghost  (2 
Tim.  3:16;    1  Peter  1:  21),  in  using  them    there  can    be  no  error. 
Secondly.     Though  in  uninspired  sacred    poetry,  1  had   discovered 
many  beauties  and  other  excellencies,  I  never  had  discovered  any  com- 
pilations which  I  could  pronounce  free  from  serious  doctrinal  errors. 
This  I  perceived  to  be  especially  the  case  with  not  a  few  of  the  para- 
phrases and  hymns  authorized  by  the  Church  of  Scotland.     If  a  doc- 
trinal error  be,  at  nil   times  dangerous,  how  much  more  when  it  is 
stereotyped  in  the  devotions  of  the  sanctuary. 

Belfast,  April  8,  1861. 
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Editorial. 

In  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Psalmody  is  the  following  res- 
olution, which  was  unanimously  adopted  by  Synod  : 

"We  recommend  that  special  attention  be  given  to  the  matter  of 
memorizing  the  Psalms  both  in  the  home  and  Sabbath  school,  and 
that  in  family  and  social  worship  they  be  frequently  sung  from  mem- 
ory." 

This  is  a  most  excellent  recommendation,  but  how  is  it  to  be  com- 
plied with  ? 

In  1891  the  Synod  "requested  pastors  to  call  the  attention  of  their 
congregations  to  this  book  (the  revised  Psalter)  and  urge  them  to  use 
it  in  their  service  of  song.'* 

In  1893  so  great  was  the  opposition  that  a  motion  recommending 
the  use  of  the  new  version  failed  to  carry. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  Synod  a  committee  "was  appointed  to  repre- 
sent the  Covenanter  Church  and  to  take  part  in  the  joint  revision  of 
the  metrical  version  of  the  Psalms  with  the  purpose  of  securing  a  ver- 
sion more  plain,  smooth  and  agreeable  to  the  text  than  any  hereto- 
fore." It  was  "instructed  to  meet  at  an  early  date  with  like  commit- 
tees from  other  churches  and  decide  whether  to  proceed  at  oncp  with 
the  revision  or  to  delay  this  for  another  year  with  an  effort  to  secure  a 
wider  co-operation  on  the  part  of  our  churches." 

What  version  of  the  Psalms  are  we  to  have  memorized — the  old 
Scotch  version,  the  revised,  which  Synod  recommended  and  then  sub- 
sequently refused  to  recommend,  or  are  we  to  wait  till  this  new  com- 
mittee pn  pare  another  "  more  plain,  smooth  and  agreeable  to  the  text 
than  any  heretofore?" 

Fair  play  necessitates  the  correction  of  some  of  the  statements  con- 
tained in  an  article  published  in  our  last  issue  and  taken  from  the 
Christian  Nation'of  July  11th. 

It  is  due  to  Mr.  Bole  to  state  that  he  "rose"  to  speak  as  a  member 
of  the  court  and  had  no  intention  of  "answering"  for  "the  people  as 
to  their  adherence  to  tl  eir  call."  When  his  right  to  speak  was  ques- 
tioned he  took  his  seat  and  did  NOT  proceed. 

It  is  due  to  the  moderator  to  state  that  he  was  not  called  on  to  de- 
cide as  to  whether  or  not  Mr.  Bole  should  be  allowed  "to  answer  for 
the  people." 

It  is  due  to  the  minority  to  state  that  the  question  as  to  whether  or 
not  "the  representatives  of  the  congregation"  should  act  for  it  in  a*5" 
cordance  with  their  appointment,  was  not  before  the  court.  The  clerk 
of  the  congregation,  who  was  in  favor  of  proceeding  with  the  ordin** 
tion  and  installation,  stated  that  the  last  congregational  meeting  w*3 
held  on  the  9th  of  April.  It  was  at  it  that  President  Johnston  with 
two  others  were  appointed  to  urge  the  acceptance  of  the  call.  It  was 
Mr.  John  Taggart  and  Elders  Dodds  and  Garrett  who  answered  fa 
the  congregation.     One  of  the  three  was  not  appointed  at  all,  white 
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the  other  two  were  appointed  for  a  very  different  purpose,  two  months 
and  a  half  before.  It  was  against  the  action  of  presbytery  allowing 
these  persons,  to  answer  for  the  people  that  Mr.  Bole  gave  notice  of 
complaint  to  Synod.     These  facts  ought  not  to  be  concealed. 

It  is  due  to  those  who  were  excused  to  give  the  facts.  The  member 
who  first  asked  to  be  excused  did  not  know  that  more  than  one  other 
would  do  the  same.  As  several  others  made  a  similar  request  the 
moderator  waited  until  all  who  wished  to  leave  had  asked  permission 
of  presbytery  to  do  so.  A  motion  covering  all  was  made  and  carried. 
Mr.  J.  T.  Morton  made  the  motion  and  President  Johnston  seconded 
it.  Mr.  Connor  also  seconded  it.  These  brethren  had  all  voted  with 
the  majority.  Had  the  vote  been  taken  on  each  separately,  there  would 
have  been  no  need  for  any  to  vote  on  his  own  case.  J.  W.  S. 


Our  readers  know  by  this  time  that  the  editors  do  not  agree  on  the 
Geneva  case.  The  statements  and  counter  statements  can  lie  over  till 
Synod,  without  further  correction  of  the  corrections. 

As  to  the  last  paragraph  above,  the  vote  as  given  in  the  September 
number,  12  to  10,  shows  that  apart  from  themselves  the  presbytery 
decided  that  the  seven  brethren  ought  to  remain. 

^ 

Thb  joint  report  of  the  professors  of  the  Theological  Seminary, 
submitted  la3t  March  to  the  Board  of  Superintendents,  stated  that 
"an  appeal  to  the  sons  of  the  church  "  had  been  issued,  to  impress 
on  them  the  importance  of  the  work  of  the  ministry,  and  added  : 
aWe  have  an  expectation  that  the  coming  year  will  witness  an  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  students,  but  our  reliance  must  be  on  the 
Lord  of  the  harvest,  by  whose  constraining  power  laborers  will  be 
sent  forth  into  his  harvest."  The  Board  was  asked  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  church  to  the  pressing  need  of  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  the  candidates  for  the  ministry.  Our  readers  will  recall 
these  words  from  a  committee  of  the  Board,  Rev.  R.  M.  Sommer- 
▼ille  and  elder  Walter  T.  Miller,  published  by  us  last  May  : 
"Home  congregations  are  anxiously  waiting  for  pastors  to  take  the 
places  of  those  who  have  finished  their  course,  or  are  laid  aside 
from  the  active  duties  of  the  ministry.  Mission  Boards  are  calling 
loudly  for  young  men  to  bear  the  message  of  eternal  life  to  the 
many  who  are  ready  to  perish  in  heathen  lands  and  in  the  desti- 
tute localities  of  this  country.  Surely  there  is  need  for  urgent  and 
importunate  prayer  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  promise :  "  I  will  pour 
my  Spirit  upon  thy  seed,  and  my  blessing  upon  thine  offspring; 
*&d  they  shall  spring  up  among  the  grass,  and  as  willows  by  the 
water  courses." 

The  church  will  hear  with  great  satisfaction  that  the  first  year 
class  contains  seven  students — the  largest  entering  class  since  1889. 
These  students  are :    E.  A.  Crooks,  of  Blanchard,  Iowa ;  W.  M. 
George,  of  Allegheny,  Pa.;  D.  O.  Jack,  of  New  Alexandria,  Pa.; 
I    James  McCune,  of  Wilkinsburg,  Pa.;  C.  M.  Smith,  of  Cincinnati, 
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Ohio ;  A.  M.  Thompson,  of  College  Springs,  Iowa ;  and  W.  T.  K. 
Thompson,  of  Canonsburg,  Pa. 

We  must  not  forget  this  ground  of  Thanksgiving  in  this  present 
month. 

Breckenridge,  of  Kentucky,  has  been  defeated  at  the  primaries, 
in  his  contest  for  re-election  to  his  seat  in  Congress.  This  is  greatly 
to  the  credit  of  the  friends  of  morality  in  government.  His  fight 
for  the  endorsement  of  his  immoral  character  brings  to  mind  the 
contest  of  Parnell,  after  the  revelations  of  his  immoral  life  had  led 
Gladstone  to  ask  his  retirement  from  the  Irish  leadership. 

How  strange  is  this  outburst  from  Breckenridge  in  his  mani- 
festo after  his  defeat,  showing,  as  it  does,  both  folly  and  deceit: 
"  I  would  regret  to  see  New  York  judicial  methods  introduced  into 
Kentucky  politics.  The  extraordinary  order  of  the  judge  of  the 
Fourteenth  Judicial  district  seems  to  decide  that  the  party  had  no 
right  to  require  a  voter  at  the  primary  to  be  pledged  to  support 
the  nominee  upon  the  ground  that  a  voter  at  a  primary  election  ia 
not  bound  by  the  results.  I,  for  one,  repudiate  it  both  as  a  prin- 
ciple of  law  and  of  morals.  I  regret  the  Owens  political  meeting 
under  the  guise  of  a  prayer  meeting,  in  which  reputable  ministers 
of  the  gospel,  as  well  as  mere  ecclesiastical  tricksters  and  mere 
shriekers  participated  for  the  purpose  of  impressing  the  people  of 
the  district  that  the  Lord  appointed  the  methods  of  political  cam- 
paign pursued  by  Mr.  Owens  and  his  friends,  and  thereby  giving 
to  us  in  all  future  elections  the  certainty  of  mendacity,  vitupera- 
tion, lavish  use  of  money  and  everything  which  degrades,  corrupts 
and  breeds  violence."  In  the  light  of  these  words  from  such  a 
man,  we  may  see  more  in  the  word  of  God,  when  it  declares:  "The 
heart  is  deceitful  above  all  things,  and  desperately  wicked  :  who 
can  know  it  ?" 

The  writer  of  the  article,  Sabbath  Observance,  wrote  in  trans- 
mitting it:  "  If  you  consider  the  enclosed  article  on  Sabbath  Ob- 
servance suitable  for  your  pages,  will  you  please  publish  it?  But 
if  not,  will  you  kindly  return  it,  and  I  will  send  it  to  the  Chrutin* 
Statesman.  I  think  it  might  be  suitable  for  that  paper.  I  know 
we  do  not  expect  the  readers  of  your  magazine  to  be  delinquent  on 
Sabbath  observance,  at  least  as  much  so  as  some  others;  and  p\ 
there  is  doubtless  a  slacking  off  in  this  matter  from  the  days  ot 
our  fathers." 

The  article  is  in  place,  with  no  need  to  send  it  elsewhere  to  ex- 
hort and  admonish  others.  We  need  these  words  for  ourselves. 
We  are  exposed  to  the  contagion  of  the  world,  and  are  in  some  ways 
affected  by  it  in  this  very  matter,  just  as  others. 

As  noted  in  our  September  number,  the  Minutes  of  1894  e* 
ceeded  those  of  former  years.  For  nearly  two  score  years  we  hac 
the  assistance  of  Our  Banner  in  bearing  the  expense  of  their  is 
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ne,  as  they  were  published  jointly.  This  year  the  full  charge  was 
x>rne  by  us.  The  Minutt*s  have  cost  us  this  year  four  times  the 
>rice  of  the  usual  monthly  issue,  and  the  charge  for  single  copies 
as  not  covered  the  expense  per  copy.  Brethren  will  please  bear 
his  in  mind  in  elaborating  reports  of  the  Standing  Committees  for 
895.  A  rule  of  Synod  has  limited  these  to  two  pages  of  primed 
latter.  But  one  can  look  over  the  recent  numbers  and  see  how 
ir  and  how  often  this  rule  has  been  transgressed.  Brethren  are 
ot  expected  to  elaborate  on  these  often-treated  subjects.  The  harsh 
reatment  accorded  a  report  in  1892  of  cutting  off  all  but  the  close 
hould  not  be  repeated,  but  we  can  all  cultivate  brevity,  instead  of 
liffaseness,  in  reports  that  are  to  form  part  of  the  Church  Record. 
In  this  connection  we  would  remind  our  subscribers  that  the  bills 
eat  out  September  1st  represent  our  claims  and  our  needs,  and  we 
io  trust  that  they  will  be  paid,  so  that  we  may  continue  thus  to 
jivethe  Church  the  record  of  its  courts,  as  well  as  the  matter  of 
he  other  monthly  issues.  W. 


f 


CCLBSIASTICAL. 


LETTER  PROM  SYNOD  IN  SCOTLAND. 


Greenock,  25  May,  1894. 
To  (he  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  of  America ; 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren: — Grace  be  unto  you,  and 
peace  from  God,  our  Father,  and  from  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Oar  little  Synod  met  last  week  on  Monday,  the  14th,  and  rose  on 
Fhursday,  the  17th.  The  opening  sermon  was  preached  by  the 
retiring  Moderator,  Rev.  John  Martin,  Stranraer,  his  text  being 
he  words,  "  Jesus  Christ,"  Acts  5-42.  Our  present  Moderator  is 
Rev.  Robert  Dunlop,  Paisley,  known  to  you  for  many  years 
past  as  our  cler*  and  the  editor  of  our  Church's  magazine  in  Scot- 
land. 

Our  work,  necessarily,  was  chiefly  routine.  But  our  meetings 
were  more  than  usually  brightened  by  the  presence  of  brethren 
from  a  distance.  Rev.  Dr.  Matthews,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Presbyterian  Alliance,  cheered  us  by  telling  us  much  good,  and 
nothing  but  good,  of  your  own  missions  in  the  Turkish  Empire 
recently  visited  by  him.  Two  young  brethren  came  as  deputies 
from  the  Church  in  Ireland,  Rev.  Joseph  Potts,  B.  A.  Rathfri- 
land  and  Rev.  A.  C.  Gregg,  B.  A.,  Ballylaggan,  and  made  them- 
selves very  dear  to  us  as  angels  of  God.  Their  speeches  were 
marked  by  great  felicity  of  expression  and  by  a  singular  dignity 
and  elevation  of  thought.  That  the  Church  in  Ireland  should 
have  such  sons  made  our  hearts  glad. 

But  the  visitors  whose  presence  inspired  us  most,  perhaps,  were 
>or  own  missionaries  from  Antioch,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Martin.  The 
rjgor  of  Dr.  Martin's  address  filled  us  with  the  assurance  that  his 
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long  illness  is  passing  away,  leaving  him  stronger  and  richer 
body,  mind  and  spirit.  Mrs  Martin,  who  belongs  to  you  by  bii 
%nt  to  Scotland  by  descent,  has  spoken  to  the  women  of  most 
oar  congregations,  and  has  shown  us  that  it  is  possible  for  a  woo 
to  have  more  than  a  man's  courage  and  energy,  and  yet  have 
'the  gentleness  and  modesty  that  are  a  woman's  chiefest  glory, 
rejoice  that  our  beloved  missionary  has  sucn  a  partner,  and  all 
•us  such  a  friend,  and  Christ  such  a  servant. 

For  the  great  kindness  shown  to  our  mission  by  your  missi 
aries  during  Dr.  Martin's  illness  and  absence,  we  thank  you  n 
all  our  heart. 

As  for  our  church  in  Scotland,  we  cannot  say  we  have  gai 
ground ;  we  can  only  trust  we  have  lost  none.  What  we  n 
most  is  wisdom  and  courage,  and — what  your  church  is  specit 
rich  in — hope.  We  pray  God  to  give  us  some  grander  thought 
his  own  vast  designs  for  himself  and  ourselves  and  for  others, 
pray  him  to  keep  us  not  only  from  despair,  but  from  the  cone 
self-sufficiency  and  bitterness,  the  unwillingness  to  learn,  the  oil 
nacy  that  is  not  strength,  the  tenacity  that  means  only  a  determi 
tion  not  to  think,  that  are  the  peculiar  temptations  of  suchachu 
as  ours. 

Fathers  and  brethren,  we  thank  God  upon  every  remembra 
of  you.     The  prosperity  of  your  Missions,  Chinese,  Indian,  Frc 
men,  Foreign,  the  willingness  of  your  sons  and  daughters  and  tt 
parents  to  give  up  all  for  Christ,  are  welcome  signs  to  us  that 
Holy  Ghost  has  been  poured  out  on  you. 

We  sympathise   with   you   in  your  sorrow  at  the  secession 
some  of  your  brethren  at  home,  and  we  love  to  think  that,  thot 
difference  of  opinion  has  parted  them  from  you  a  little,  it  has 
separated  them  from  your  love,  as  it   has  not  separated  theui  fr 
Christ's. 

Your  vigorous  and  vigorously  sustained  attempts  to  amend  i 
Christianize  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  have  filled 
with  wonder  and  delight.  Specially  have  the  reports  of  the  a 
ience  granted  to  you  by  the  Judiciary  Committees  of 
Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatives  been  welcome  to  u* 
giving  signs  of  promise  that  America  will  soon,  more  than  $\ 
stretch  out  her  hands  to  God  and  to  the  surpassingly  great  w< 
that  God  is  manifestly  holding  out  to  her. 

We  are  particularly  glad  to  read  of  your  efforts  in  this  directi 
for  your  own  sakes,  as  observant  travellers  are  wont  to  tell  us  t 
they  see  signs  in  your  country  of  a  want  of  natural  connection 
tween  the  churches  and  the  public  life  of  the  country — a  tende: 
on  the  part  of  the  churches  to  be  too  "pietistic."  We  rejoice 
the  grandeur  and  nobleness  of  your  aims,  and  your  freedom  fi 
that  love  of  "fads,"  which  is  the  sign  of  uneducated  and  half-i 
oated  men,  a  weakness  almost  inseparable  from  such  social  co 
tions  as  a  country  like  yours  must  be  subject  to,  which  has 
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only  its  own  ever-increasing  work  to  do,  but  also  the  neglected 
work  of  centuries  of  every  European  State.  We  pray  God  to  give 
you  the  skill  to  see  and  the  heart  to  grasp  your  opportunities ;  to 
keep  you  from  following  <c  wandering  fires ;"  to  make  you  worthy 
to  lay  hold  of  every  crown  which  he  has  permitted  you  to  behold 
in  vision  afar  off. 

We  look  forward  with  pleasure  to  the  visit  in  a  few  weeks  of  our 
brother,  Dr.  McAllister.  We  hope  many  of  you  will  come  to  see 
us  from  time  to  time,  and  that,  when  you  come,  it  may  not  be  as  to 
some  Shiloh  where  God  once  put  his  name,  but  as  to  a  Bethel  that 
is  still  the  house  of  God  and  the  gate  of  Heaven,  a  place  where  you 
may  not  only  revive  old  memories,  but  receive  new  revelations. 

Fathers  and  brethren,  remember  the  little  Church  in  Scotland, 
especially  in  those  moments  when  you  come  nearest  God. 

In  the  name  of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  of  Scotland. 

J.  P.  Struthbrs. 

OHIO    PRESBYTERY. 


Ohio  Presbytery  met  in  Muskingum  September  11th  at  2  P.  M. 
The  opening  sermon  was  from  I.  Tim.  5:17.  That  which  is  re- 
quired of  elders  that  they  may  be  worthy  of  the  honor  due  them 
for  the  sake  of  their  office  was  the  theme  presented.  After  consti- 
tution with  prayer  by  the  Moderator,  P.  H.  Wylie,  officers  were 
elected  for  the  ensuing  year  as  follows:  J.  S.  Thompson,  Modera- 
tor; J.  M.  Faris,  Clerk ;  R.  J.  Gault,  Assistant  Clerk. 

H.  Easson  being  present,  was  invited  to  a  seat  as  a  consultative 
member. 

The  business  was  all  of  a  routine  nature,  and  with  a  half  hour 
recess  was  completed  at  one  session.  A  committee  consisting  of  J. 
U.  Faris,  P.  H.  WyJie,  J.  C.  Robb  and  \Y\  S.  Logan  was  appointed 
to  make  arrangements  "for  a  reform  and  conference  meeting  at  the 
next  meeting  of  presbytery,  which  is  to  be  held  at  New  Concord, 
0.,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  April,  1895,  at  7.30  o'clock  P.  M.,  sun 
time.  Clerk. 

APPOINTMENTS  IN  PITTSBURGH  PRESBYTERY. 


Adamsville — October,  3d  Sabbath,  Easson  ;  November,  1st  Sab- 
bath, Faris.  Clarlcsburgh — October,  2d  Sabbath,  Easson  ;  Novem- 
ber, 2d  Sabbath,  Faris ;  December,  2d  Sabbath,  Baird.  Brookland — 
November,  1st  Sabbath,  Mclsaac;  December,  1st  Sabbath,  Faris. 
Manchester — November,  3d  Sabbath,  Mclsaac  ;  December,  2d  Sab- 
bath, Faris.  Mercer — October,  2d  Sabbath,  Glasgow  ;  October,  4th 
;  Sabbath,  Clyde  ;  November,  2d  Sabbath,  Baird  ;  November,  4th  Sab- 
bath, Reed  ;  December.  2d  Sabbath,  Reed  ;  4th  Sabbath,  Faris.  North 
Union — October,  3d  Sabbath,  Clyde ;  November,  3d  Sabbath,  Faris  ; 
December,  3d  Sabbath,  Baird.  Rev.  J.  S.  Martin  to  moderate  in  ses- 
sion of  Mercer  and  Adamsville,  and  moderate  call  if  requested. 

Venice,  Pa.  S.  G.  Conner,  Chairman. 
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Notes  and  Ttems. 

Meeting  of  New  York  Presbytery,  2d  church  Newburgh,  (Mr. 
Thompson's)  October  30th,  at  10  A.  M. 

Rev.  R.  Hargrave  assisted  at  the  communion  in  Lisbon  congre- 
gation.    There  was  much  interest  manifested  in  the  meeting. 

Mr.  J.  B.  McIsaac  has  been  appointed  stated  supply  at  McKees- 
port  for  three  months,  beginning  October  1st.  The  congregation  is 
quite  hopeful. 

Mr,  W.  T.  Miller,  Cotton  Exchange,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  and 
Mr.  Theo.  Sprout  1,  523  Wood  street,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  have  copies  of 
the  Testimony  and  Book  of  Discipline  for  sale. 

Mr.  Meyer,  the  missionary  among  the  Jews  in  Cincinnati,  was 
assaulted  with  a  knife  on  Central  avenue,  on  Sabbath,  August  12th 
by  an  excited  Jew,  but  escaped  without  injury. 

At  the  communion  in  1st  Boston  on  October  1st  Sabbath,  there 
was  an  accession  of  five.  The  pastor  lias  the  esteem  and  confidence 
of  his  congregation,  and  is  much  encouraged  in  his  work. 

A  subscriber  is  willing  to  sell  the  entire  set  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  and  Covenanter  from  1837  to  1882  inclusive, 
bound,  and  from  1882  to  1894,  unbound,  for  $20.  This  includes 
expressage.  Also  the  twenty-four  volumes  of  Lange's  Commentary 
for  $24.  _J 

Dr.  Metheny  reached  Mersine  Monday,  August  6th.  Mersine 
was  in  quarantine,  and  he  had  been  carried  on  to  Alexandretta.  On 
Monday,  he  took  passage  in  a  vessel  parsing  Mersine,  having  pur- 
chased a  boat,  and  hired  a  man  to  row  it.  The  boat  was  let  down 
opposite  Mersine,  and  as  the  sea  was  high  they  beached  the  boat. 
This  was  near  midnight.    By  Tuesday  he  was  with  his  family  at  Gozue. 

Pittsburgh  Presbytery  met  at  Miller's  Run  church,  October  9th, 
at  10  A.  M.  Rev.  W.  M.  Glasgow  was  chosen  moderator.  The  clerk 
ard  assistant  clerk  were  continued.  A.  M.  George  and  A.  J.  Me- 
Farland  gave  trials  for  licensure,  the  former  from  Heb.  2:  1-4;  the 
latter  from  Luke  2:  32  ;  and  T.  M.  Slater  a  specimen  of  improve- 
ment from  Isa.  45 :  22.  W.  M.  George,  of  Allegheny,  D.  O.  Jack, 
of  New  Alexandria,  James  McCune,  of  Wilkinsburg,  and  W.  T.  K. 
Thompson,  of  Miller's  Run,  were  received  under  the  care  of  presby- 
tery as  students  of  theology.  The  next  meeting  is  to  be  held  in  the 
Allegheny  church,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  April,  1895,  at  7:30  P.N* 

An  evangelist  has  no  right  of  eminent  domain  in  a  congregation 
to  which  he  is  invited  to  minister.  He  may  not  invade  the  prov- 
ince of  the  pastor  and  session  without  being  a  trespasser.     He  maj 
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a^gest  methods,  but  he  has  no  right  to  force  their  adoption.  He 
\  a  helper,  not  a  master.  He  is  a  preacher  of  the  word,  not  a  lord 
f  the  people.  He  comes  bearing  a  message,  but  it  is  not  for  him 
)  arrange  the  surroundings  and  accessories  of  the  delivery.  It  is 
ot  for  him  to  assume  that  the  pastor  and  session  do  not  understand 
heir  work  and  the  people,  but  rather  seek  to  use  their  knowledge 
nd  co-operate  with  them.  It  is  not  his  mission  to  break  down 
)cal  usages,  but  to  speak  the  word  of  the  Lord  to  waiting  souls. 
Vhen  he  speaks  so  as  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  lives  about  him, 
here  will  be  some  to  respond  to  his  call. —  United  Presbyterian, 
September  6,  1894. 

Rev.  J.  C.  Smith,  writes :  "  We  will  receive  into  membership, 
d  a  few  days  an  honest  Jew  who  has  committed  a  large  part  of  our 
atechism,  has  read  our  standards  and  covenant,  tracts,  etc.  While 
ie  is  not  a  talented  Jew,  he  is  an  honest  man,  who  is  making  an 
onest  living  for  himself.  We  have  under  our  care  three  fine  girls 
rho  lost  their  mother  some  time  ago.  They  are  preparing  to 
spouse  Christianity.  One  of  them  read  a  piece  in  our  Y.  P.  S.  C. 
!.  last  Sabbath.  Their  father  is  a  skilled  dress  maker,  but  now 
at  of  employment.  Mrs.  Martin  took  the  children  to  her  own 
louse  for  three  weeks,  and  they  are  staying  in  our  families  until 
be  father  gets  work,  as  he  will  next  month.  The  father  was  bitter 
gainst  us  at  first,  but  when  he  saw  our  kindness  to  his  children  he 
ras  won  over  and  said  no  Jew  would  have  done  that  for  him.  He 
ttends  all  our  services.  We  had  ten  in  Sabbath  School,  five  at 
•reaching,  four  at  prayer-meeting  and  sixteen  at  the  mission  meet- 
Qg  last  week.  These  are  not  our  best  figures,  but  are  a  fair  sarn- 
ie."   

There  is  not  a  Romau  Catholic  church  from  Rio  Grande  to  Pata- 
oina  in  which  the  Bible  is  read  in  a  language  the  people  can  under- 
tone!, or  where  Bible  instruction  of  any  sort  is  ever  imparted :  very 
ew,  in  fact,  in  which  even  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  is  systeroati- 
ally  explained  and  taught.  While  in  Linares,  1  was  solicited  by 
ome  ladies  to  make  a  contribution  toward  the  building  of  the  new 
Chapel  of  the  Sacred  Heart  of  Jesus."  I  offered  ten  dollars  for  the 
'Ur|>ose  on  condition  that  the  priest  would  certify  me  that  in  that 
hapel  one  chapter  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Bible  would  l>e  read  in 
Spanish  at  least  once  a  week,  that  the  people  might  learn  to  hear  and 
;now  the  voice  of  the  great  Shepherd.  But  it  was  declined,  the  cou- 
itions  beingr  inadmissible.  In  the  city  of  Socorro,  capital  of  Santan- 
er,  Columbia,  S.  A.,  under  similar  circumstances,  I  offered  in  1873 
wenty  dollars  in  gold,  on  the  same  terms,  which  was  declined  for  the 
une  reason.  In  both  cases  the  incident  reveals  what  place  the  Bible, 
ie  Roman  Catholic  Bible,  holds  in  the  Roman  Catholic  religion, 
he  |>eople  ought  not  to  read  it  at  home,  and  the  priest  will  not  read 
id  explain  it  to  them  in  the  churches. — Rev.  H.  B.  Pratt,  in  the 
ible  Society  Record. 
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FOURTH   QUARTER,    1894. 

LESSON  IV.— October  28. 

A  PARALYTIC  HEALED. -Mark  2 : 1-12. 


[Nov. 


1.  And  again  he  entered  into  Caper- 
naum, after  some  days  ;  and  it  was 
noised  that  he  was  in  the  house. 

2.  And  straightway  many  were  ga- 
thered together,  insomuch  that  there 
was  no  room  to  receive  them,  no,  not 
so  much  as  about  the  door :  and  he 
preached  the  word  unto  them. 

3.  And  they  come  unto  him,  bring- 
ing one  sick  of  the  palsy,  which  was 
borne  of  four. 

4.  And  when  they  could  not  come 
nigh  unto  him  for  the  press,  they  un- 
covered the  roof  where  he  was  :  and 
when  they  had  broken  it  up,  they  let 
down  the  bed  wherein  the  sick  of  the 
palsy  lay. 

5.  When  Jesus  saw  their  faith,  he 
said  unto  the  sick  of  the  palsy,  Son  thy 
sins  be  forgiven  thee. 

6.  But  there  were  certain  of  the 
scribes  sitting  there,  and  reasoning  in 
their  hearts. 


7.  Why  doth  this  man  thus  speak 
blasphemies?  who  can  forgive  sins  bat 
God  only  1 

8.  And  immediately  when  Jesus  per* 
ceived  in  his  spirit  that  they  so  reason- 
ed within  themselves,  he  said  unto  them 
Why  reason  ye  these  things  in  your 
hearts? 

9.  Whether  it  is  easier  to  say  to  the 
sick  of  the  palsy,  Thy  sins  be  forgiven 
thee  ;  or  to  say,  Arise,  and  take  up  thy 
bed,  and  walk? 

10.  But  that  ye  may  know  that  the 
Bon  of  man  hath  power  on  earth  to 
forgive  sins,  (he  saith  to  the  sick  of  the 
palsy. ) 

11.  I  say  unto  thee,  Arise,  and  take 
up  they  bed,  and  go  thy  way  into  thine 
house. 

12.  And  immediately  he  arose,  took 
up  the  bed,  and  went  forth  before  them 
all ;  insomuch  that  they  were  all 
amazed,  and  glorified  God,  saying,  We 
never  saw  it  on  this  fashion. 


Golden  Text. — Tlie  Son  of  man  lutth  power  on  earth  to  Jorgii* 
sins. — Mark  2  :  10. 

This  event  occurred  at  Capernaum,  after  Jesus  had  made  a  eimiit 
of  Galilee.  The  report  soon  went  out  that  he  was  in  the  city,  and 
again  there  was  the  gathering  of  the  people.  He  preached  to  them 
as  they  crowded  about  the  house. 

I.  The  paralytic  brought  to  Christ,  (Vs.  3,  4.)  He  had  lost  the 
power  to  walk,  and  was  carried  by  four  persons.  These  persons  were 
not  deterred  by  the  crowd.  They  were  eager  to  reach  Christ.  They 
broke  up  the  roof,  the  thatched  roof  and  let  down  the  bed  with 
the  paralytic.  Jesus  saw  their  faith.  How  refreshing  to  him  was 
this  evidence  of  faith,  of  perseverance.  The  kingdom  of  heaven 
suffereth  violence,  and  the  violent  take  it  by  force. 

II.  The  work   wrought  for  the  paralytic  by  Christ,  (V.  5-12.) 
He  forgave  him  his  sins,  calling  him  son.     Herein  is  seen  his  power,also 
his  grace.     The  palsied  man  had  felt  his  sinfulness,  and  Jesus  com- 
forted him.     The  four  who  bore  him  were  earnest  in  their  approach. 
Not  so,  many  about  Christ.     They  did   not   believe,  they   rebelled 
against  the  word  of  Jesus,  as  blasphemous.     This  Jesus  read  in  their 
hearts,  and  asked  them  a  question.     The  forgiveness  of  sins  was  based 
on  his  atonement  and  death.     The  healing  was  an  act  of  divine  power. 
To  convince  them,  he  would  show  forth  the  bodily  healing,  and  so  he 
bade  the  palsied  man  to  take  up  his  bed  and  walk.     He  obeyed,  fold- 
ing up  his  bed  and  walking  away. 
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As  leprosy  represents  sin  in  all  pervasive,  corrupting  power,  a 
disease  of  the  whole  man,  so  palsy  represents  the  utter  helplessness  of 
the  poor  sinner.     This  man  was  born  of  four. 

Psalms  32:1-4;  10,  11. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  15.  What  was  the  sin  whereby  our  first  parents  fell  from  the 
utate  wherein  they  were  created. 

Arts.  The  sin  whereby  our  first  parents  fell  from  the  state  wherein- 
they  were  created,  was  their  eating  the  forbidden  fruit. 


LESSON  V.— November  4. 

JESUS  LOBD  OF  THE  8ABBATH.-Mark  2: 23-28;  3  :  1-5. 


23.  And  it  came  to  pass,  that  he 
vent  through  the  corn  fields  on  the  sab- 
Mth  day ;  and  his  disciples  began,  as 
hey  went,  to  pluck  the  ears  of  corn. 

24.  And  the  Pharisees  said  unto 
Him,  Behold,  why  do  they  on  the  sab- 
bath day  that  which  is  not  lawful  ? 

25.  And  he  said  unto  them,  Have 
ye  never  read  what  David  did,  when 
he  had  need,  and  was  an  hungered,  he, 
tnd  they  that  were  with  him  ? 

26.  How  be  went  into  the  house  of 
God  in  the  days  of  Abiathar  the  high 
priest,  and  did  eat  the  shew  bread, 
which  is  not  lawful  to  eat  but  for  the 
Priests,  and  gave  also  to  them  which 
were  with  him? 

27.  And  he  said  unto  them,  The 
sabbath  was  made  for  man,  and  not 
man  for  the  sabbath  : 


28.  Therefore  the  Son  of  man  is 
Lord  also  of  the  sabbath. 

1.  And  he  entered  again  into  the 
synagogue ;  and  there  was  a  roan  there 
which  had  a  withered  hand. 

2.  And  they  watched  him,  whether 
he  would  heal  him  on  the  sabbath  day; 
that  they  might  accuse  him. 

3.  And  he-  saith  unto  the  man  which 
had  the  withered  hand,  Stand  forth. 

4.  And  he  saith  unto  them,   Is  it 
lawful  to  do  good  on  the  sabbath  days, 
or  to  do  evil?  to  save  life  or  to  kill T 
But  they  held  their  peace. 

5.  And  when  he  had  looked  round 
about  on  them  with  anger,  being 
grieved  for  the  hardness  of  their 
liea  rs,  he  saith  unto  the  man,  Stretch 
forth  thine  hand.  Aud  he  stretched  it 
out :  and  his  hand  was  restored  whole 
as  the  other. 


Golden  Text. — The  Son  of  mem  is  Lord  also  of  the  Sabbath. — 
Mark  2 :  28. 

The  incidents  related  here  are  of  great  importance.  They  show  us 
how  Jesus  regarded  the  law  of  the  Sabbath.  The  prevailing  laxity  of 
May  finds  no  excuse  in  his  teachings  and  practice. 

I.  A  work  of  necessity  (Vs.  23-28).  The  incidents  occurred  in 
Galilee.  The  pathways  lay  not  as  ours,  through  appointed  roads,  but 
through  the  standing  grain.  The  disciples  were  hungry  (Matthew 
^2:1).  The  disciples  rubbed  the  heads  of  grain  and  ate  the  kernels 
of  grain.  They  were  fou::d  fault  with  for  profaning  the  Sabbath,  as 
rf threshing  out  the  grain.  So  had  the  Rabinical  law  enlarged  the 
oommandment.  Mark  how  Jesus  defends  them.  He  g.>es  back  be- 
yond the  Rabinical  law.  He  asks  them  to  recall  how  David,  when 
hungry,  was  fed  by  the  giving  to  him  of  the  shew-bread,  though  the 
few  allowed  it  only  to  the  priests  (I.  Samuel  21 : 1-6).  Were  they 
that  gave  it  to  David  and  David  himself  to  be  condemned?  These 
Pharisees  were  silenced. 
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II.  A  work  of  mercy  (Chap.  3 :  1-5).  Jesus  entered  the  syna- 
gogue, and  among  the  people  was  a  man  with  a  withered  hand,  shriv- 
eled and  useless.  The  Pharisees  keenly  watched  Jesus  in  order  to  find 
fault  with  him.  How  base,  how  evil,  the  motive!  How  different 
should  have  been  their  spirit,  for  he  spoke  as  never  man  spake  and 
wrought  good.  Jesus  called  the  man  forth,  and,  reading  the  hearts  of 
his  enemies,  he  challenged  them  with  the  question  of  the  4th  verse. 
He  was  stirred  by  the  hardness  of  their  hearts.  He  healed  the  man 
with  the  words,  Stretch  forth  thy  hand.  He  who  gave  the  command 
gave  the  power,  and  the  man's  hand  was  made  whole. 

III.  The  design  of  the  Sabbath  and  the  authority  in  its  institu- 
tion (Vs.  27,  28).  These  Jesus  declared  because  of  the  questions  that 
arose.  The  Sabbath  was  made  for  man,  for  the  benefit  of  the  entire 
man,  for  his  help,  his  sanctification.  It  must  not,  then,  be  turned 
against  these  ends.  It  is  a  divine  institution,  and  the  Redeemer's 
authority  here  is  to  be  acknowledged.  So  we  observe  the  day  he  rose 
from  the  dead,  the  Lord's  day  (Rev.  1 :  10),  and  all  questions  of  con- 
science as  to  Sabbath  work  are  to  be  decided  not  by  the  scoffer  or  the 
formalist,  but  by  the  godly.  Christ  did  not  take  away  the  Sabbath; 
it  remains  for  man. 

Psalms  118 :  20-26  ;  84 :  10-12. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  16.     Did  all  mankind  fall  in  Adam's  first  transgression! 

Ans.  The  covenant  being  made  with  Adam,  not  only  for  himself, 
but  for  his  posterity;  all  mankind,  descending  from  him  by  ordinary 
generation,  sinned  in  him,  and  fell  with  him,  in  his  first  trangreasion. 


LESSON  VI.-  November  11. 

THE  TWELVE  CHOSEN -Mark  3  :  6-19. 


6.  And  the  Pharisees  went  forth, 
and  straightway  took  counsel  with  the 
Herodians  against  him,  how  they 
might  destroy  him. 

7.  But  Jesus  withdrew  himself  with 
his  disciples  to  the  sea  :  and  a  great 
multitude  from  Galilee  followed  him, 
and  from  Judaea, 

8  And  from  Jerusalem,  and  from 
Idumsea,  and  from  beyond  Jordan ; 
and  they  about  Tyre  and  Sidon,  a 
great  multitude,  when  they  had  heard 
what  great  things  he  did,  came  unto 
him. 

9.  And  he  spake  to  his  disciples, 
that  a  small  ship  should  wait  on  him 
because  of  the  multitude,  lest  they 
should  throng  him. 

10.  For  he  had  healed  many  ;  inso- 
much that  they  pressed  upon  him  for 
to  touch  him,  as  many  as  had  plagues. 

11.  And  unclean  spirits,  when  they 
saw  him,  fell  down  before  him,  and 
cried,  saying,  Thou  art  the  Son  of  God. 


12.  And  he  straightly  charged  tbem 
that  they  should  no'  make  him  known. 

13.  And  he  goeth  up  into  a  moun- 
tain, and  calleth  unto  him  whom  be 
would  :  and  they  came  unto  him. 

14.  And  he  ordained  twelve,  that 
they  should  be  with  him,  and  that  be 
might  send  them  forth  to  preach, 

15.  And  to  have  power  to  heal  sick' 
nesses,  and  cast  out  devils. 

16.  And  Simon  hesurnamed  Peter; 

17.  And  James  the  eon  of  Zebedee, 
and  John  the  brother  of  James;  and 
he  8urnamed  them  Boanerges,  which 
is,  The  sous  of  thunder  : 

18.  And  ALdrew,  and  Philip,  t^ 
Bartholomew,  and  Matthew,  and 
Thomas,  and  James  the  son  of  Al* 
pheeus.  and  Thaddseus,  and  Simon  the 
Canaanite, 

19.  And  Judas  Iscariot,  which  also 
betiuyed  him  ;  and  they  went  into  an 
house 
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Golden  Text. — I  have  chosen  you,  and  ordained  you,  that  you 
ihould  go  and  bring  forth  fruit. — John  15:16. 

The  hatred  of  the  Pharisees  led  them  to  take  steps  to  destroy  Jesus. 
His  miracles  impressed  the  people  deeply.  The  Pharisees,  being 
silenced  by  his  rebukes,  betook  themselves  to  intrigue. 

I.  The  league  against  Christ,  (Vs.  1-6.)  The  Pharisees  seek  the 
Herodians,  and  counsel  with  them,  to  destroy  Jesus.  Yet  the  Hero- 
dians  were  no  friends  of  the  Pharisees.  They  favored  Herod's  line. 
They  fell  in  with  the  reigning  power,  and  were  loyalists.  The  Phari- 
sees were  nationalists,  but  they  could  ombiue  against  Christ.  See 
Psalm  2:1,  and  Acts  4:27.  So  to-day  in  the  great  moral  issues  of 
Sabbath  ol>servance  and  national  religious  education,  too  often  the 
time  serving  politician  and  the  Papal  hierarchy  are  found  in 
league. 

II.  Christ's  ministry  by  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  (Vs.  7-12.)  Jesus 
withdrew  himself  from  the  midst  of  the  people  to  the  shore  of  the 
lake.  A  great  multitude  followed  him  from  west  and  south  and  east. 
His  fame  had  spread  about.  Jesus  was  pressed  by  the  crowd,  and 
hampered  in  his  efforts  to  preach  the  word.  So  he  arranged  with 
his  disciples  that  a  boat  should  attend  him,  and  thus  he  would  be  free 
out  on  the  water  and  could  minister  to  them,  as  they  crowded  the 
shore,  or  could  go  away  to  another  place.  He  healed  many.  Some 
affected  by  disease,  some  possessed  of  evil  spirits,  who  testified,  Jesus, 
thou  art  the  Sou  of  God.  But  he  wished  not  their  testimony.  This 
was  the  time  of  sowing.  In  due  time,  and  in  the  right  place,  he 
would  declare  himself.  Now  he  was  making  known  the  word 
<>t  salvation,  and  exhibiting  mighty  works  as  a  part  of  his  min- 
istry. 

III.  The  twelve  chosen  to  the  apostleship,  (Vs.  13-19.)  Luke 
6:12,  tells  us  he  had  spent  the  night  in  prayer  to  God.  The  commis- 
sion and  names  of  tlte  apostles  are  given.  They  were  chosen  to  be 
with  him,  and  they  kept  company  with  him  to  the  end.  They  were 
Riven  authority" to  preach  and  power  over  disease  and  over  devils.  They 
wrought  miracles  as  Jesus,  healing  the  sick  and  casting  out  devils,  in 
all  bearing  testimony  to  Christ,  as  his  servants. 

They  were  twelve — as  the  number  of  the  sons  of  Jacob,  of  the  tribes 
°f  Israel.  Bartholomew  is  Nathaniel,  John  1:48.  Thaddeus  is  Judas. 
The  Canaan ite  is  rather  the  Cananite — the  zealot. 

Psalms  22: 22-25;  46:4,  5. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  17.     Imto  what  estate  did  the  fall  bring  mankind? 

Ans.     The  fall  brought  mankind  into  an  estate  of  sin  and  misery. 


412 


Bible  Lessons. 


[Not. 


LESSON    VII.— November    18, 

THE  SERMON  ON  THE  MOUNT.-Luke  6 :  80-31. 


20.  And  be  lifted  up  his  eyes  on  bis 
disciples,  and  said,  Blessed  be  ye  poor : 
for  yours  is  the  kingdom  of  God. 

21.  Blessed  are  ye  that  hunger  now  : 
for  ye  shall  be  filled.  Blessed  are  ye 
that  weep  now  :  for  ye  shall  laugh . 

22.  Blessed  are  ye,  when  men  shall 
hate  you,  and  when  they  shall  separate 
you  from  their  compauy,  and  shall  re- 
proach you,  and  cast  out  your  name 
as  evil,  for  the  Son  of  man's  sake. 

23.  Rejoice  ye  in  that  day,  and  leap 
for  joy :  for,  behold,  your  reward  is 
great  in  heaven  :  for  in  the  like  man- 
ner did  their  fathers  unto  the  prophets. 

24.  But  woe  unto  you  that  are  rich  ! 
for  ye  have  received  your  consolation. 

25.  Woe  unto  you  that  are  full !  for 
ye  shall  hunger.  Woe  unto  you  that 
laugh  now  I  for  ye  shall  mourn  and 
weep. 


26.  Woe  unto  you  when  all  men 
shall  speak  well  ot  you !  for  so  did 
their  fathers  to  the  false  prophets. 

27.  But  I  say  unto  you  which  bear, 
Love  your  enemies,  do  good  to  them 
which  hate  you, 

28.  Bless  them  that  curse  you,  and 
pray  for  them  which  despitefully  use 
you. 

29.  And  unto  him  that  smiteth  thee 
on  the  one  cheek  offer  also  the  other; 
and  him  that  taketh  away  thy  cloke 
forbid  not  to  take  thy  coat  also. 

30.  Qive  to  every  man  that  asketh  of 
thee ;  and  of  him  that  taketh  away 
thy  goods  ask  them  not  again. 

31.  And  as  ye  would  that  men 
should  do  to  you,  do  ye  also  to  them 
likewise. 


Golden  Text. — As  ye  xoould  thai  men  should  do  to  you,  <to  ye 
also  to  them  likewise. — Luke  6:31. 

The  mount  west  of  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  seven  miles  south-west  of 
Capernaum  seems  to  be  the  place  where  Jesus  gave  the  discourse, 
part  of  which  forms  this  lesson. 

I.  The  beautitudes,  (Vs.  20-23.)  Beatus  is  the  Latin  happj, 
blessed,  and  the  beautitudes  are  the  blessed*  of  this  passage.  Each 
character  has  its  special  blessing.  The  poor  in  spirit  are  rich  as 
heirs  of  the  heavenly  kingdom — in  grace  and  glory.  Those  that 
hunger  for  righteousness,  to  be  free  from  the  guilt,  power  and  pol- 
lution of  sin  shall  be  satisfied  in  Christ.  They  that  suffer  perse- 
cution for  the  sake  of  Christ  shall  have  all  their  loss  made  up'n 
heaven,  and  are  marked  as  sharing  the  treatment  the  ungodly  world 
gave  to  the  prophets  of  God. 

II.  The  woes,  (Vs.  24-26.)  These  rest  on  the  opposite  characters, 
on  the  rich,  the  full,  the  praised  of  earth.  They  have  all  their  por- 
tion now ;  they  shall  know  want  in  the  future;  they  receive  the  treat- 
ment the  world  always  gives  its  followers — the  false  prophets. 

All  this  is  as  applicable  to-day  as  then.  The  friendship  ot  the 
world  is  enmity  with  God.  The  hatred  of  this  world  is  a  mark  of 
discipleship  of  Christ. 

III.  The  law  of  love,  (Vs.  27  31.)  We  are  to  love  our  enemies, 
doing  them  good  and  not  evil,  praying  for  them  that  curse  us  aw 
persecute  us.  We  are  to  have  an  inoffensive  spirit  in  dealing  with 
those  who  assail  us,  and  are  not  to  refuse  a  benefit  or  kindness  to 
others  in  any  spirit  of  retaliation.  We  are  to  do  to  others  as  we  would 
that  thev  should  do  unto  us. 
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$e  rules  we  Deed  constantly  to  bear  in  mind,  as  the  heart  natur- 
te  contrary  to  them,  and  in  the  practice  of  them  we  shall  come 
nd  more  to  know  their  excellence,  in  the  peace  and  victory  they 

LMs  34: 14-18;  37:4-8. 

SHORTER   CATECHISM. 

».  18.    Wherein  consists  the  sinfulness  of  that  estate  whereinio  man 

The  sinfulness  of  that  estate  whereinto  man  fell,  consists  in 
ilt  of  Adam's  first  sin,  the  want  of  original  righteousness,  and 
ruption  of  his  whole  nature,  which  is  commonly  called  Original 
ogether  with  all  actual  transgressions  which  proceed  from  it. 


LESSON  VI II. —November  25, 

OPPOSITION  TO  CHBIST.-Mark  3 :  88-35. 


nd  the  scribes  which  came 
rom  Jerusalem  said,  He  hath 
ub,  and  by  the  prince  of  the 
asteth  he  out  devils. 
nd  he  called  them  unto  him, 
1  unto  them  in  parables,  How 
in  cast  out  Baton  ? 
nd  if  a  kingdom  be  divided 
itself,    that  kingdom  cannot 

nd  if  a  house  be  divided  against 
hat  house  cannot  stand, 
.nd  if   Satan  rise  up   against 
,   and    be   divided,   he  cannot 
mt  hath  an  end. 
To  man  can  enter  into  a  strong 
louse,  and  spoil  his  goods,  ex- 
will  first  bind  the  strong  man  ; 
n  he  will  spoil  his  house. 
rerily  I  say  unto  you,  All  sins 
>  forgiven  unto  the  sons  of  men, 
asphemies    wherewith    soever 
all  blaspheme : 


29.  But  he  that  shall  blaspheme 
against  the  Holy  Ghost  hath  never  for- 
giveness, but  is  in  danger  of  eternal 
damnation  : 

30.  Because  they  said,  He  hath  an 
unclean  spirit. 

31.  There  came  then  his  brethren 
and  his  mother,  and,  standing  without, 
sent  unto  him,  calling  him. 

32.  And  the  multitude  sat  about 
him,  and  they  said  unto  him,  Behold, 
thy  mother  and  thy  brethren  without 
seek  for  thee. 

33.  And  he  answered  them,  saying, 
Who  is  my  mother,  or  my  brethren? 

34.  And  he  looked  round  about  on 
them  which  sat  about  him,  and  said, 
Behold  my  mother  and  my  brethren. 

35.  For  whosoever  shall  do  the  will 
of  God,  the  same  is  my  brother,  and 


my  sister,  and  mother. 

iDEN  Text. — He  came  unto  his  own,  and  his  own  received  him 
John  1 :  2. 

passages  Matthew  1 2 :  24-32,  46-50  ;  Luke  11:15-22;  12: 
:  19-21  are  parallel  to  this. 

The  charge  against  Christ  (V.  22).  He  is  charged  by  the 
i  with  having  a  devil,  and  being  in  league  with  Satan  in  casting 
vils.  This  was  a  fearful  charge  before  the  people.  The  occa- 
F  it  was  his  healing  a  man  possessed  with  a  devil,  as  given  in 
ew  12 :  22,  a  man  blind  and  dumb  healed  by  Christ,  so  that  he 
id  spoke.  The  authors  of  the  charge  were  scribes  tiiat  came 
Jerusalem.  They  followed  him  and  acted  as  spies,  striving  to 
him.  Beelzebub  was  a  god  of  the  Philistines  (see  II.  Kings 
;  and  union  with  him  they  charge  on  Christ,  and  that  by  this 
he  could  cast  out  devils.     How  we  who  own  Christ  shudder  at 
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the  wickedness  of  these  men  who  could  thus  speak  of  our  Lord,  but 
mark — 

II.  The  reply  of  Christ  to  the  charge  of  his  enemies  (Vs.  23-30)* 
See  how  patient  he  is.  There  is  no  outburst  of  passion  under  a  grow 
charge.  Jesus  clearly  and  fairly  answers  them.  The  account  they 
give  of  his  power  in  casting  out  devils  cannot  stand.  Satan  is  not  at 
war  with  himself  (V.  23).  This  was  to  destroy  his  kingdom  (Vs. 
24,  25).  Dispossession  shows  superior  adverse  power,  not  collusion 
(V.  27).  Such  a  charge  against  the  work  of  Christ,  under  the  power 
of  the  Spirit  of  God,  is  blasphemy  that  is  unpardonable.  The  door  is 
shut  against  the  means  of  grace  for  such  a  soul  (Vs.  28-30). 

III.  Relationship  with  Christ  (Vs.  31-35).  Mary  and  the 
brethren  of  Christ  called  him.  They  were  concerned  for  him,  in  the 
midst  of  his  foes.  Here,  as  at  the  marriage  at  Cana  in  Galilee,  the 
Messiah  rises  above  all  these  earthly  ties  to  the  great  work  he  came 
to  do,  and  asks,  Who  is  my  mother  and  my  brother  ?  He  then  de- 
clared that  they  who  did  the  will  of  God,  they  who  repented  of  sin 
and  believed  the  Gospel,  being  united  to  him  by  faith,  and  being  one 
with  him  by  this  spiiitual  union,  were  his  kindred  (Hebrews  2:11)* 

Psalms  119 :  85-68  ;  135  18-21. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  19.     What  is  the  misery  of  that  estate  wJiereinto  man  fell  t 
An*.     All  mankind   by  their  fall  lost  commuuion  with  God,  are 
under  his  wrath  and  curse,  and  so  made  liable  to  all  the  miseries  of 
this  life,  to  death  itself,  and  to  the  pains  of  hell  forever. 


*  ♦ 


Marriages. 


By  Rev.  S.  M.  Stevensou,  August  9,  1894,  at  the  home  of  the  bride's  parent* 
near  Idana,  Kansas,  Laniel.  F.  Cook  and  Miss  Minnie  E.  Stevenson. 

Tuesday,  July  17,  1894,  Rev.  Andrew  C.  Todd,  of  Payson,  Utah,  and  Mn» 
H.  Adella  Nelson,  of  South  Wayne,  Wis. 

By  Rev.  E.  McBurney,  assisted  by  Rev.  Dr.  II.  P.  McClurkin,  at  the  home  of 
the  bride's  parents.  Wahoo,  Neb.,  on  October  4,  1894,  Mr.  J.  8.  MakkleW 
Miss  Jennie  E.  Reebe. 


Register  of   j3aftisms. 


NAME. 


PARENT*. 


James  Dixon  Forsythei  .Tames  A.  and  M.  L 
Mrs.  Alt*  BtjUStitts....!  Adult 


WHEN 
BAPTIZED. 


May  20,  W.. 
Aug.  31,'!*. 


OOKOEEOA' 
TIOK. 


Youngst'n 
Muekin'm 


MimiTCl. 


H.  Emnd. 
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Obituaries. 

William  Mageb,  a  son  of  James  Magee,  and  a  nephew  ot  the  late  William 
'<.  Magee.  died  at  Valencia,  Pa.,  April  25,  1894.  He  was  born  at  Brownsdale, 
a.,  April,  1839,  and  made  a  profession  of  bis  faitb  in  Chris*  in  the  Union  con- 
rogation,  under  the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  John  Galbraith,  September  2,  1861. 
[is  home  of  late  years  was  with  his  brother  James.  He  ever  manifested  a  warm 
ttachment  to  the  ordinances  and  made  his  way  often  a  long  distance  with  toil 
)  the  house  of  God.  Yielding  the  first  place  to  others  and  holding  back,  yet 
e  did  not  omit  to  give  his  pastor  the  friendly  grasp  of  the  hand  when  the  Sab- 
ath  services  closed. 

Alexander  Dunlop  departed  this  life  on  the  morning  of  Thursday,  August 
3th.  The  deceased  had  been  in  the  city  of  New  York  in  business  for  upward 
f  43  years,  having  come  here  in  the  spring  of  1851.  During  all  those  years  he 
is  been  a  most  exemplary  and  esteemed  member  of  the  church,  first  in  the  Second 
eformed  Presbyterian  congregation  and  afterward  in  the  Fourth.  Modest  and 
tiring  it  was  only  those  who  knew  him  intimately  who  were  acquainted  with 
1  his  worth.  For  the  last  few  months  he  has  been  in  failing  health,  and  at 
mea  suffered  severely  from  gastric  fever ;  latterly,  however,  he  seemed  some- 
hat  improved,  so  much  so  as  to  be  able  on  the  Sabbath  before  his  decease  to 
5  in  his  place  in  the  house  of  God,  and  was  congratulated  by  his  friends  on  the 
aprovement  that  had  taken  place  in  his  health.  Two  days  afterward,  however, 
marked  change  tor  the  worse  took  place  and  the  system  weakened  by  disease 
id  imperfect  nutrition,  suddenly  gave  way,  and  in  a  few  honrs  he  was  gathered 
)me  to  realize  "  Blessed  are  the  dead  that  die  in  the  Lord."  The  deceased  was 
leof  a  tamily  of  nine,  seven  sons  and  two  daughters,  who  were  brought  up 
id  trained  with  more  than  ordinary  care  by  a  pious  and  godly  mother.  They 
H  were  in  early  life  members  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  con- 
regation  of  Bally  1  ay  gan,  Ireland,  and  have  always  been  distinguished  by  a  firm 
Qd  intelligent  attachment  to  her  principles  and  testimony.  One  of  them — Rev. 
tobert  Dunlop,  Paisley,  Scotland — is  among  the  most  gifted  and  efficient  of  her 
nhristers,  while  ot  the  other  sous  four  of  the  six  have  been,  or  are,  ruling  elders 
Q  different  congregations  and  active  in  the  church's  work.  The  deceased  had 
cached  the  goodly  period  of  72  years,  and  though  not  impatient  often  breathed 
hat  wish,  "Having  a  desire  to  depart  and  be  with  Christ,  which  is  far  better." 

j.  E. 

John  McQueen  was  born  in  Galloway,  near  Wigton,  Scotland,  in  May  1810. 
doming  to  America  in  1835,  he  spent  three  years  in  Illinois.  He  then  went  back 
to  Scotland  for  a  visit,  and  when  he  returned  lived  in  Albany  for  a  time.  He  was 
married  to  Miss  Agnes  Carnduff,  West  Galway,  New  York,  February  22,  1842, 
tod  iu  1846  bought  a  farm  three  miles  distant  from  the  village,  living  on  it  until 
his  death  on  January  1st,  1894.  His  sickness,  la  grippe,  which  resulted  in  his 
foath,  was  contracted  on  December  20th,  1893,  while  going  to  the  railroad  sta- 
tion, eleven  miles  frmn  his  home,  to  meet  a  supply.  He  did  not  suffer  long  nor 
hard.  To  one  of  his  sons  on  the  Thursday  before  his  death,  he  said  that  Jesus 
bad  hold  of  him  and  would  not  let  go,  and  from  the  general  tone  of  his  conver- 
sion during  his  sickness  it  was  evident  to  his  family  that  he  died  triumphant 
in  that  Saviour  who  for  sixty  years  had  been  his  confidence.  The  end  came 
Peacefully.  He  quietly  breathed  out  his  life.  The  funeral  was  held  on  January 
3d,  the  sermon  by  Rev.  Raitt  being  based  on  Romans  8  :  28.  The  deceased 
*aa  reared  in  the  established  Church  of  Scotland,  but  united  with  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church  some  little  time  before  he  first  left  his  native  land.  Galway, 
ipto  the  division  in  1833,  was  a  flourishing  congregation,  but  at  that  time  be- 
*me  disorganized.  A  few  years  later  it  was  reorganized  as  West  Galway, 
rhich  remained  a  mission  station  until  united  with  the  West  Hebron  congrega- 
ion,  of  which  Mr.  McQueen  was  ordained  an  elder,  January  10th,  1878.  Living 
tout  fifty  miles  from  West  Hebron  he  did  not  enjoy  the  stated  ordinances,  but 
spended  on  occasional  waterings.  Many  of  our  ministers  enjoyed  his  hospi- 
iity  and  know  him  to  be  a  particularly  well-informed  man,  a  Covenanter  from 
ep  convictions,  and  one  well  able  to  give  a  reason  for  the  hope  that  was  iu  him. 
>  the  loving  wife  and  grown  up  sous  and  daughters  who  survive,  his  memory 
Messed,  while  their  sorrow  is  mitigated  by  the  thought  that  the  dear  one  has 
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but  preceded  them  a  little  while  and  soon  shall  welcome  them  on  the  etem 
shore  nevermore  to  be  parted  from  them.  T.  A.  Run. 

Died,  September  1(5,  1894,  Mr.  John  D.  Dickey,  aged  58  yean,  of  Unto 
congregation.  Mr.  Dickey  was  born  in  the  old  Uuion  and  Pine  Creek  oongregi 
tion.  His  father  an  he  red  to  the  General  Synod  in  1843,  but  in  1866  Johi 
united  with  the  Union  congregation  and  remained  a  member  until  his  dead 
His  disease  was  typhoid  fever  aggravated  by  some  trouble  of  the  stomach,  hi 
final  sickness  lasting  only  ten  days  and  his  symptoms  were  not  considered  dan 
gorous  until  the  day  preceding  his  death,  though  he  himself  insisted  that  it  w* 
to  be  his  end.  His  mind  was  at  peace  and  if  the  Master  had  called  him  he  wii 
willing  to  go.  He  leaves  a  wife,  and  a  sou  and  daughter  by  a  former  wife,  u 
cherish  his  memory.  He  came  and  went  among  us  in  his  own  quiet  way  itf 
his  fellowship  will  be  missed. 

Difd,  July  2,  1894,  Mr.  John  Campbell,  aged  74.  Mr.  Campbell  was  boit 
and  raised  in  the  bounds  of  the  old  Pine  Creek  and  Union  congregation.  Hi 
was  the  first  person  received  into  the  membership  of  the  church  with  the  Unfoi 
congregation  under  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  J.  Galbraith,  iu  1843,  and  for  ovfl 
fifty  years  he  lived  a  consistent  life  in  the  communiou  of  the  church.  Nataisll] 
of  a  diffident  disposition  he  did  not  speak  much  of  his  religious  expediences,  bul 
showed  delight  in  waiting  ou  the  ordinances.  His  neighbors  say  he  was  a  good 
man  and  lived  out  his  profession  in  daily  life.  His  disease,  apoplexy,  gavelittk 
opportunity  for  religious  conversation,  but  again  and  again  he  assured  us  thtttU 
was  well,  as  he  trusted  all  to  him  who  was  the  Good  Shepherd.  He  Ieavei  « 
aged  wife,  a  daughter  and  two  sons  behind. 

Died,  February  24,  1894,  at  Harriman,  Tenn.,  Mrs.  Lilt  J.  Gray, \ wife  of  Mr. 
William  McKinney.  On  the  occasion  of  her  marriage  to  Mr.  McKinuey,  Sti* 
McKinuey  acceeded  to  the  communion  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Chuck, 
and  became  an  earnest  worker  iu  the  Union  congregation.  She  took  special  i* 
terest  in  the  mission  work  of  the  church,  and  also  in  the  W.  C.  T.  U.y  hifiig 
served  as  president  of  the  Mars  Union  and  two  years  as  president  of  the  Butte 
County  Union.  Failing  health  made  it  necessary  for  her  to  seek  a  home  is  tb 
South,  and  while  tliip  served  to  lengthen  her  days  the  disease  was  too  deep-seated 
to  he  eradicated,  ana  she  gently  tell  asleep  with  a  firm  hope  of  a  resurrection 
A  husband,  daughter  and  son,  and  an  aged  mother  are  left  to  mourn  a  loving 
wile,  a'.,  affectionate  mother  and  an  obedient  daughter. 

Died,  September  15,  lht<J4,  Mrs.  Sarah  Wylie  Galbraith,  wife  of  Rer.  J 
Galbiaith,  in  her  72cl  year.  Mrs.  Galoraith  was  born  February  9,  1S^3:  new 
hlizabeth,  Allegheny  county,  Pa  ,  and  early  in  life  united  with  the  MonougAheb 
congregation,  then  under  the  care  of  Kev.  J.  Crozier.  On  her  marriage  to  Iter 
,1.  Galbraith,  July  11,  l&4tt,  she  removed  into  the  Union  congregation,  and  whe« 
her  husband  became  pastor  of  the  North  Union  she  united  with  him.  Whei 
Mr.  Galbraith  retired  from  the  active  duties  of  the  ministry  she  again  became 
identified  with  the  Union  congregation.  All  who  knew  her  regarded  UeraiJ 
Christian  of  sterling  character  and  worth,  and  by  her  gentleness  and  love  «W 
endeared  herself  not  only  to  the  }>eople  of  her  husband's  charge,  but  also  toi 
wide  circle  of  friends  out-side  of  the  communion  of  her  own  church,  as  was  *t 
tested  by  the  many  tearful  faces  at  her  funeral.  Some  weeks  before  death  & 
suffered  from  an  attack  of  cholera  morbus,  which  so  prostrated  her  that  «& 
could  not  regain  strength.  Conscious  to  the  last  and  fully  realizing  that  b0 
hour  had  come,  her  faith  iu  a  living  Redeemer  never  failed  nor  eveu  seemed  to  h 
eclipsed.  A  lew  hours  before  her  death  her  pastor  read  at  worship  Rev.  21  :& 
after  worship  was  over,  she  said  to  him,  ((  The  beautiful,  beautiful  city,"  ** 
asked  for  the  sinking  of  the  twenty-third  psalm,  and  her  lips  moved  as  if  nttk 
iug  each  verse  as  sang  the  sentiment  of  her  own  bouI.  Such  a  death  as  hers  *■ 
helpful  to  us  who  witnessed  it,  and  strengthening  to  the  faith,  and  while  * 
wished  that  her  sufferings  had  been  less  severe,  we  know  that  she  is  at  rest,  ft 
iunerul  services,  conducted  by  Kev.  A.  Kilpatrick  assisted  by  Rev.  W.J.  Col 
man  and  Revs.  Park  and  Gilfillan,  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  we 
largely  attended,  and  her  body  rests  iu  the  Union  burying  ground.  The  hi 
band,  after  a  married  life  of  more  than  titty-one  years,  feels  this  loss  as  also 
the  children,  but  they  are  comforted  with  the  assurance  of  her  rest. 

These  four  deaths  leave  a  vacancy  in  Union  congregation  that  none  but  1 
church's  Head  can  fill.  "Help,  Lord,  because  the  godly  man  cease th."    A,  K 
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it  A  PTISMS  — 

liin..NTi\Th  .1.  «I.  It;:?  i>  h*.i-  been  called  by  Princeton,  hid.,  cvngieiralii 

A  nation  w.  lefoim  convention  i>  to  he  hold  ut  New  Castle,  Pa.,  Decembc 

Hbv.  l.)u.  J.  M.  LiTTi.i-.inuN  lias  been  fleeted  president  of  Amity  Colli-jre 

Tin.  pi  ice  of  the  letiiainiug  copies  in  our  hands  ot  the  Minutes  of  I?* 
b»»  thir!y  eeiits,  post-i^e  paid. 

TiirisshAY.  N'»viinl»er  'J'.Mh.  is  tin-  day  of  Thanksgiving.     For  the  (.'an 
the  -Minute-  of  M'liml,  pnge  \!01. 

Tin-,  communion   was  held  m  ;M   Philadelphia  on  October,  od  Sabbitl 
.1.  \V.  F.  CaiNle  a»isiiii«:.     'I  1m*m*  wa-*  an  accession  of  eight. 


Comminion  was  heid  in  Koek  >pii}in  chapel,  of  the  New  Concord.  Oh 
gicgation,  on  August  li»'  h.  by  Kev.  .).  M.  Fans,  Kev.  K.  J.Gaull  as>si>tiui 

Kkv.  I)n.  II.  P.  M(('i.ri:KiN  h »*  returned  to  our  cliureh.  His  parent 
anions  the  eailv  <'iim>ii:iu!(  rs  of  tin- >u'.illit  his  birthplace  being  in  Che* 
irit-i.  S.  ('. 

Tin.eollcftii.il.  ])cceiiibri  l-i  >al»b:ith.  is  for  Foreign  Mission.  The; 
.iski' I  i- >:."».immi.  The  nerd  :.-*  appairnt .  Remit  to  W.  T.  Miner,  Colli 
riiaiim*  Jbii  diinr.  New  Voik  t'itv. 


Till-  'Vnira1  Aiieidn  nv  cn:;ic«_;:iiioii  will  hold  a  union  meeting  of  :dl 
ii'ii.i/.  »'■  "»n<  cM-nceied  wiib  li  on  Tliuisday,  December  Oth,  two  and  sevt 
Lunch  will  !»■•  .M-rvn!       A1j  'iIV  invited. 

.IiUIN  T.  Miiktia,  ?H-i~mcr.  received  October  «•">,  1SU4,  the  Mrs.  Ann 
be  ij!-.!*.-.:.  j„i  W..I.  MiiiiiM<u.c.\M".it('r  and  tiu^tee.  Slippery  Koek,  Pa.,  fo 
ai.il  Ki.'njii.  Mi.ss.oi.>  of  iliv  Kefoinnd  l':esb\tcrian  Chinch  of  North  A 

Mn.  D.vviu  l»«i\n,  mi  ae«  omit  ofiidviiuee.il  years  and  feeble  health,  resi 
heasipvr  of  Kansas  (  ity  congregation.  Mr  \Y.  \i.  Marvin,  817  Waiiitil 
Kansas  City,  M«.„  ha**  been  :it  j>.>'n:cd  in  hi.-  place.  Air.  Hoyd  writes  en 
iii«;i\  of  t|..t  priw|,.«fN  of  the  (•«>n_' irt'.n i.m.  .^ 4 » 1 « i  Imve  been  paid  on  the 
dehi,  and  an  »\!i  u-ioii  ha-  been  «:i.tu*ed  on  the  balance  for  a  year. 

Tin.  vol'-.nn-s  ol  t:.«l  1Ii.i<»i;mi  »  I'ijk-hytkiuan  and  Coviixaxtkr. 
liscd  in  our  ia<1  uumiie*.  bave  be-n  <>*'a\.  A  subscriber  has  the  volum 
plete  hoi.)  ibt-  !.r>-  N-ne,  M.nie  IioiumI  two  volumes  in  one,  and  some  ui 
and  nil.  sell  ilu-m  at  !!>•■  i.:;eof  tl.nc  unboiiiid  vohnnes  for  a  dollar,  ft 
buiind  in  on*-  vobin.i-,  t'i  the  >:nne  lie  is  willing  also  to  sell  all  of  77 
it-'/ift.'  trom  AujiiM.  l**is.  to  diiv..i!  y,  l^'wJ,  at  t  lie  .same  rate,  and  Y«: 
(.bound  of  77,/  h':in>"''i'  Wt'ht'H  f.»r£l.(0.  These  books  au  thrown 
m;i!ki  t  in  eoii>ei|ii,  nee  of  : i*«-  death  *»f  a  minister  who^e  property  they  w 

Ari'Mis  iMi  >  :-  joi;  Im.inoi^  Pki-msytkky. — Coultercille — Wallace,  1 
an*1  oil  >:il^  ;  {-..i.-soii.  Jan.,  1st  and*  *^d  Sal.^.  ;  Sharp,  Feb.,  1st  and  2« 
McKuight.  Apsil.  1"t  :n.-s  gd  Sabs.  Vrlnct^tn  --Clyde,  Nov.,  3d  and  -Ml) 
Wallace,  Dte„  itii  and  •»!  i  Sab-.  .  Kasson,  .bin.,  'MX  and  4th  Subs.  ;  Shai 
.'5d  and  hh  >:i\m.  ,*t,inn?f.h — Clyde,  Nov.,  1st  ami  2d  Sabs.,  administe 
Suppi  i  on  the  *.M  :  Wal'r.cv.  Nov.,  '.u\  ami  4th  ^ubs.  :  pieach  Thanksgii 
if  denied  :  Dec,  1st.  Sab.  :  Ka-son,  Feb,  1st,  21.  ;iil  and  4lh  Sabs.;  Mc 
April,  '-'A  and  4ih  Sabs.  L).  S.  Fahis,  Ghai 
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RIGINAL. 


TO     OUR    READERS 


y    With  this  number,  we  close  twenty-one  years  of  joint  editorial 

r  labor.    Many  who  were  children  when  they  grew  familiar  with  the 

It  form  and   appearance   of  this  magazine,  have  reached   man's   or 

woman's  estate.      It  has  been  our  endeavour  to  furnish  the  church 

with  reading  matter  suited  to  advance  the  highest  and  best  interests 

of  its  members,  while  serving  to  keep  them  informed  of  events 

•  within  and  without  our  own  church,  bearing  on  Christ's  kingdom. 

'  We  are  thankful  for  many  kind  words  written  at  times,  even  in 

\  the  business  letters  of  our  patrons.     We  referred  in  the  November 

;  number  to  the  (act  that  1894  threw  added  financial  burden  on  us. 

i  h  1873,  the  Minutes  of  Synod  covered  seventy-one  pages ;  in  1894, 

fthey covered  a  hundred  and  twenty  pages.      For  nearly  a  score  of 

hton,  from  1874  up  to  1894,  Our  Banner  shared  with  us  the  cost 

M composition.     This  year  we  bore  it  alone,  while  in  twenty  years, 

f the  cost  had  greatly  advanced.     Prompt  payment  by  all  subscribers 
would  have  made  the  burden  easy  to  bear. 

But  with  some  we  have  a  controversy  in  the  little  attention  paid 
to  their  debt  to  us.  This  is  the  last  number  some  therefore  will 
.naive — for  nothing.  We  refer  to  those  who  have  let  their 
[Mount  fall  back  several  years,  or  all  along  have  paid  us  nothing. 
jlfany  miss  the  usual  monthly  visitor,  this  number  may  tell  the 
ptory  in  the  backward  state  of  the  "  tab  "  and  this  in  spite  of  bills 
Hot  each  half  year  ^^ 

Onr  endeavor  shall  be  to  wqj^w  the  magazine  in  the  coming 
pear  so  that  without  undue  ^^Hpon  of  details  published  else- 
where, our  readers  may  find  herein  the  record  of  the  church's 
fork,  along  with  other  matter  adapted  to  instruct,  guide  and 
nmfort  in  their  Christian  life. 
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(Continued  from  page  305.) 

IV.     He  loved  Peace. 

Dr.  Alexander  says  :  "  We  are  so  much  accustomed  to  receive 
our  impressions  of  Calvin  from  his  enemies  that  we  often  look  on 
him  as  a  mere  polemic.  Such  he  was  not.  But  on  the  contrary 
there  seems  to  be  no  one  of  his  many  controversies  into  which  he 
thrust  himself  willfully.  He  was  a  lover  of  peace,  and  there  was 
no  object  in  life  so  dear  to  him  as  the  promotion  of  entire  unity 
among  all  evangelical  believers." 

Two  particulars  will  be  sufficient  to  illustrate  this  noble  trait  in 
his  character.     The  first  is  the  kindly  spirit  in  which   he  bore  the 
severe  attacks  made  upon  him  personally.     On  one  occasion  when 
Luther  had  written  in  a  ver}7  violent  temper  concerning  his  views 
of  the  Lord's  Supper,  Calvin   says:     "I  have  often  said  that  if 
Luther  were  to  call  me  a  devil,  1  should  nevertheless  continue  rev- 
erently to  regard  him  as  an  extraordinary  servant  of  God,  who 
certain] v  as  he  is  endowed  with  remarkable  virtues  has  also  some 
great  faults.     Would  to  God  that  he  had  taken  more  |>ains  to  get 
the  mastery  of  that  tempestuous  passion  which  is  perpetually  burst- 
ing forth."     In  such  a  loving  spirit  he  received  the  unreasonable 
severity  of  a  friend.     A    letter   concerning   his   treatment  by  his 
enemies  when  they  drove  him  from  Geneva  into  exile  displays  the 
same  noble  spirit.     He  says:     Jt  has  been  of  set  purpose  that  I 
have  not  communicated  publicly  with  my   brethren  about  the  late 
events.     And  even  if  I  had  not  been  sure  that  every  word  I  should 
write  would  be  wrested  to  a  bad  sense,  I  should  have  determined 
to  repel  by  silence  the  execrations  of  my  foes.     I  also  felt  persuaded 
that  in  this  I  should  have  the  acquiescence  of  my   brethren.    But 
now  when  J  cannot  avoid  it  I  address  you  concerning  the  basis  of    ; 
my  faith.     Nevertheless  I  cannot  yet  wring  from  myself  anything 
like  an  accusatory  epistle  to  the  consistory.     I  value  the  peace  ofthf 
Church  too  hiyhly  to  icitth  any  interruption  of  it  on  my  behalf.    Your 
reasons  might  move  me  if  there  were  not  only  truth  in  the  accusa- 
tions but  such  dignity  in  the  accuser  as  would  carry  weight;  for 
then  silence  might  inflict  a  stigma  on   my  official  station.    But  1 
see  no  end  to  the  struggle,  which  aims  to  pacify  such  cabals.    If  I 
were  not  restrained  by  the  interests  of  Christ  and  the  Church,  they 
would  soon  reap  the  fruits  of  their  insolence.     But  I  should  to 
morose  indeed,  to  all   good   men,  if  I    were  not  content  with  the    . 
witness  of  a  good  conscience  toflJMtt  God  and  with  the  judgment  of    i 
the  Church.     It  is  therefore  afl^HfT  of  indifference  to  me  whether 
these  enemies  fill  their  dens  wUHneir  barking  or  not,  though  I    \ 
am  persuaded  it  will  not  be  long  thus.     For  I  hope  the  day  is  not 

•Opening  lecture  of  the  session  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  September  18* 
1894. 
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r  in  which  truth  and  justice  will  gain  a  hearing."  This  con- 
iption  of  how  little  is  to  be  gained  by  replying  to  the  scurrilous 
tacks  of  enemies  and  this  recognition  of  the  superior  claims  of  the 
jace  of  the  Church  over  personal  vindication  and  this  quiet  repose 
God  to  protect  his  good  name  and  to  bring  forth  his  judgment 
Ice  the  noon-day  may  well  be  commended  to  candidates  for  the 
Bee  of  the  holy  ministry. 

The  second  illustration  of  his  love  for  peace  is  found  in  his  in- 
nse  desire  for  the  unity  of  the  Church.  It  is  not  possible  in  the 
mits  of  this  lecture  to  set  forth  his  efforts  for  the  union  of  the 
eformers  of  Germany,  France  and  Switzerland.  In  a  letter  to 
ullinger,  dated  March  12th,  1539,  he  says,  "  Satan  who  plots  the 
lin  of  the  Kingdom  of  Christ  sows  discord  between  us.  Let  us  all 
len  have  a  cordial  agreement  with  one  another,  and  may  it  be  the 
ime  with  all  the  Churches.  I  clasp  you  in  my  arms  wishing  you  all 
)od."  We  are  prone  to  conceive  of  Calvin  as  an  extremist,  opinion- 
ed,  unyielding  and  intolerant  toward  those  who  differ  from  his 
iews.  But  this  is  not  true.  He  even  tries  to  moderate  the  severity  of 
arel  in  the  conflicts  at  Geneva.  "  I  beg  of  thee,  my  dear  brother," 
esays,  "  take  pains  in  these  evil  times  to  preserve  whatever  can 
e  tolerated.  Our  brethren  must  not  so  obstinately  dispute  about 
lere  ceremonies.  Let  us  be  free  ;  but  let  us  be  the  slaves  of  concord 
nd peace."  That  is  a  sentiment  worthy  ol  the  Apostle  John. 
Let  us  be  free;  but  let  us  be  the  slaves  of  concord  and 

KACB." 

V.     He  loved  Truth. 

There  were  two  classes  among  the  reformers.  One  class  coll- 
ided against  the  errors  and  corruptions  of  Rome,  yet  refused  to 
eparate  from  the  Roman  Church.  The  other  class  regarded  Rome 
s  Anti-Christ,  doomed  to  destruction.  Calvin's  love  for  peace  and 
^r  the  unity  of  the  Church,  inclined  him  at  first  to  remain  in  coll- 
ection with  Rome.  But  the  more  he  learned  of  the  Evangelical 
octrine,  the  more  impossible  it  seemed  for  him  to  do  so.  He 
light  have  attained  high  position  in  the  Church  of  Rome,  if  he  had 
•een  willing  to  sacrifice  the  truth.  He  is  quoted  as  saying  :  "  I 
esire  concord  and  unity,  O  Lord,  but  the  unity  of  the  Church  I 
Mgfor  is  that  which  has  its  beginning  and  ending  in  thee.  If  to 
Mre  peace  with  those  who  boast  of  being  first  in  the  Church  I 
aust  purchase  it  by  denying  the  truth,  then  I  would  rather  submit 

>  everything  than  to  condescend  to  such  an  abominable  compact." 
•Tie  historian  adds:  "  The  Reformer's  character,  his  faith,  his 
ecision,  his  whole  life  are  found  in  these  words,  "  he  will  endeavor 

>  remain  in  the  Church,  but  witikthe  truth."  But  he  was  not  only 
)mpelled  to  withdraw  from  the  Church  of  Rome  for  the  sake  of 
uth  but  also  to  become  an  exile  from  his  native  land.  Most  touch- 
gand  pathetic,  yet  sublime  and  heroic  are  his  words  as  he  fled 
3m  France,  "  I  am  driven  out  of  the  land  ot  my  birth,"  he  said, 
jvery  footstep  to  the  border  costs  me  tears.     But  since  the  truth 
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may   not   dwell  in   France,  neither  may  I.     Her  destiny  will  I 
share." 

During  the  period  of  his  exile  from  France,  he  was  invited  to  a 
conference  by  Bouteville  in  the  Castle  of  Gerac.  "  Come  to  ray 
house,"  Bouteville  had  said  to  his  friends,  "  and  let  each  of  us  state 
freely  his  convictions  and  objections."  When  they  were  convened, 
Calvin  said:  "Truth  is  not  a  common  thing;  it  rises  far  above 
the  capacity  of  the  human  understanding,  and  we  ought  to  purchase 
it  at  any  price.  He  opened  the  Bible,  placed  his  hand  on  it  and 
said,  "  let  us  find  the  truth"  And  the  Catholic  historian  who  re- 
cords this  incident,  remarks  that  the  whole  conference  had  no  other 
object  but  "  the  investigation  of  truth,"  a  phrase  which  he  had  gen- 
erally in  his  mouth.     (D'Aubigne,  Vol.  3,  15,  16.) 

The  last  testimony  which  I  will  adduce  is  taken  from  his 
address  to  Francis  I.  in  defence  of  the  Reformers.  He  speaks  in 
the  most  humble  way  concerning  the  unworthiness  of  themselves. 
"  Sire,"  he  says,  "  do  not  turn  away  in  disdain  of  our  meanness. 
Verily,  we  confess  that  we  are  poor,  despicable  folks,  miserable 
sinners  before  God,  reviled  and  rejected  before  men ;  nay,  if  you 
like,  we  are  the  scum  of  the  earth,  or  anything  more  worthless  still, 
that  can  be  named.  Yes,  we  have  nothing  left  in  which  we  can 
glory  before  God,  except  his  only  mercy,  and  nothing  before  men 
except  our  weakness."  After  this  lowly  confession  concerning 
themselves,  he  breaks  forth  in  eloquent  defence  of  the  preciousness 
of  Truth.  "  Nevertheless  our  doctrine  must  remain  exalted,  in- 
vincible, and  far  above  all  the  power  and  glory  of  the  world.  For 
it  is  not  ours,  but  that  of  the  living  God,  and  of  his  Christ,  whom 
the  Father  has  constituted  King,  that  he  may  rule  from  sea  to  sea 
and  from  the  river  even  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  ;  and  whose  mag- 
nificence the  prophets  have  foretold,  saying  that  he  shall  overthrow 
Kingdoms  strong  as  iron  and  brass,  and  shining  like  silver  and 
gold.  Let  it  be  yours  Sire,  not  to  turn  away  your  ears  or  thoughts 
from  so  just  a  defence  in  a  cause  of  such  importance  as  the  main- 
tenance of  God's  glory  unimpaired  in  the  world,  the  preservation  of 
the  honor  of  divine  truth,  and  the  continuance  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Christ  uninjured  among  us.  This  is  a  cause  worthy  of  your  atten- 
tion, worthy  of  your  cognizance,  worthy  of  your  throne.  This 
consideration  constitutes  true  royalty,  to  acknowledge  yourself  »n 
the  government  of  your  kingdom  to  be  the  minister  of  God.  For 
where  the  glory  of  God  is  not  made  the  end  of  government,  it  is 
not  a  legitimate  sovereignty  but  a  usurpation.  And  he  is  deceived 
who  expects  lasting  prosperity  in  that  kingdom  which  is  not  ruled 
by  the  sceptre  of  God,  which  is  his  Holy  Word :  for  that  holy  oracle 
cannot  fail  which  declares  that  "  where  there  is  no  vision  the  people 
perish.1'" 

Calvin  was  no  compromiser.  We  have  seen  how  in  his  love  for 
peace  he  urged  forbearance,  and  great  deference  toward  the  opinions 
and  wishes  of  others.     But  his  love  for  peace  did  not  dominate  his 


94.J  John  Calvin.  421 

re  for  truth.  This  came  out  especially  in  the  efforts  that  were 
ide  from  time  to  time  for  church  union.  Beza  pays  a  high 
bute  to  his  integrity  when  he  says,  "  among  other  excellent 
'lues  with  which  the  Lord  had  liberally  endowed  this  holy  man, 
;re  were  two  relating  to  matters  of  dispute  which  are  remarkable, 
s:  a  marvellous  dexterity  of  mind  in  apprehending  at  once  the 
»cise  difficulty  of  the  question  and  suddenly  resolving  it;  and 
th  this,  such  an  integrity  of  conscience  as  led  him  to  shun  all 
in  and  sophistical  subtleties  and  all  ambitious  ostentation,  and 
t  to  seek  the  pure  and  simple  truth" 

As  expressing  the  repugnance  of  a  sincere,  truth-loving  soul  to 
mpromises  for  the  sake  of  union,  which  are  brought  about  by  the 
e  of  equivocal  terms,  which  each  party  interprets  to  suit  himself, 
never  have  seen  anything  finer  than  is  contained  in  a  letter  of 
ilvin's  to  a  bosom  friend  concerning  the  council  at  Ratisbon  in 
)41,  when  there  was  an  effort  on  the  part  of  Melancthon  and  Bucer 
compromise  with  the  Romanists  on  the  doctrine  of  transubstan- 
ation.  He  says,  "  Philip  and  Bucer  are  now  manufacturing  am- 
iguous  and  disguised  formulas  upon  transubstantiation  in  order 
•  catch  the  adversaries  in  mere  mist.  This  I  dislike,  even  if  there 
ere  any  probability  of  its  success.  They  hope  that  if  a  door  can 
ily  be  thrown  open  for  the  truth,  all  the  matter  will  soon  become 
lain.     And  thus  they  go  on,  hopping  over  difficulties,  and  making 

0  scruple  of  equivocal  expressions,  than  which,  nothing  can  be 
lore  injurious.  Believe  me  these  are  transactions  in  which  firm 
>uls  are  needed  to  corroborate  the  others.  If  he  could  rest  satis- 
ed  with  a  divided  Christ  we  might  soon  come  to  terms,  *  *  * 
stl  testify  to  you,  and  to  all  pious  people  that  they  are  men  of  a 
Ale  spirit  and  have  nothing  in  view  but  the  promotion  of  Christ's 
ingdom.  Nevertheless  they  are  both  too  temporizing."  I  com- 
end  to  you,  young  friends,  the  careful  study  of  this  language.  If 
had  been  written  but  yesterday  it  could  not  have  been  more 
njely.  My  soul  rises  in  admiration  for  the  man  whose  sincere, 
uileless  mind,  in  its  loyalty  to  the  truth  of  God,  revolted  against 

1  this  double  dealing  in  the  use  of  words  and  phrases,  and  yet 
hose  great  magnanimous  heart  vindicated  the  purity  of  motives  in 
ose  whose  actions  he  so  severely  condemned.  I  dare  affirm  that 
uch  of  that  which  has  been  maligned  as  harsh,  severe  and  even 
rocious  in  the  life  of  Calvin  had  its  origin  in  his  intense  devotion 

the  truth  in  an  age  when  truth  was  crushed  to  earth. 
VI.     He  loved  God. 

The  opinion  has  largely  prevailed  that  Calvin's  religion  was  almost 
holly  intellectual ;  that  he  did  not  have  a  deep  Christian  exper- 
3ce,  and  that  he  was  wanting  in  spirituality.  But  the  careful 
idy  of  his  life  reveals  that  his  religious  convictions  were  most 
ofound,  that  his  gracious  affections  were  remarkably  fervent,  that 
;  surrender  to  God  was  most  unreserved,  and  that  his  communion 
th  God  was  most  intimate,  yet  devout  and   reverent.     His  re- 
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ligious  experience  began  in  deep  convictions  of  sin.  His  bio- 
grapher says:  "  Calvin  was  put  into  the  crucible  and  the  new 
truth  came  forth  burning  and  shining  like  gold,  from  the  travail  of 
his  melted  soul."  Of  himself  he  says,  "  I  feel  myself  pricked  and 
stung  by  the  judgment  of  God.  I  am  in  a  continual  battle.  I  am 
assaulted  and  shaken  as  when  an  armed  man  is  forced  by  a  violent 
blow  to  stagger  backward."  Gradually  he  came  to  the  light. 
Doubtless  he  was  describing  his  own  experience  when  in  his  Insti- 
tutes he  employs  this  striking  and  beautiful  figure:  "  Let  us  sum 
it  up  thus,"  he  says,  u  as  soon  as  the  smallest  particle  of  grace  is  in- 
fused into  our  minds,  we  begin  to  contemplate  the  divine  coun- 
tenance as  now  placid,  serene  and  propitious  to  us.  It  is  indeed  a 
very  distan  t  prospect,  but  so  clear  that  we  know  that  we  are  not 
deceived.  For  as  a  man  who  is  confined  in  a  prison,  into  which 
the  sun  shines  only  obliquely  and  partially  through  a  very  small 
window,  is  deprived  of  a  full  view  of  that  luminary,  yet  clearly 
perceives  its  splendor,  and  experiences  its  beneficial  influences,  thus 
we,  who  are  bound  with  terrestrial  and  corporeal  fetters,  though 
surrounded  on  all  sides  v/ith  great  obscurity  are  nevertheless 
illuminated  sufficiently  for  all  the  purposes  of  real  security  by  the 
light  of  God  shining  ever  so  feebly  to  discover  his  mercy."  (In- 
stitutes, Chap.  II,  Sec.  19.) 

Next  we  note  the  completeness  of  his  surrender  to  God.  His  re- 
nunciation of  the  world  was  entire,  and  the  world  hated  him  as  it 
hated  his  Lord ;  and  he  gave  himself  to  God  without  reserve. 
Listen  to  his  words  :  "  1  have  not  sued  thee  by  my  love,  0  Christ, 
thou  hast  loved  me  of  thy  free  will.  Thou  hast  shone  into  my  soul, 
and  then  everything  that  dazzled  my  eyes  by  a  false  splendor  im- 
mediately disappeared,  or  at  least  I  take  no  account  of  it.  As  those 
who  travel  by  sea,  when  they  find  their  ship  in  danger  throw 
everything  overboard  in  order  that  having  lightened  the  vessel 
they  may  arrive  safely  in  port;  in  like  manner  I  prefer  being 
stripped  of  all  that  I  have,  rather  than  be  deprived  of  thee.  I 
would  rather  live  poor  and  miserable  than  be  drowned  by  diJ 
riches.  Having  cast  my  goods  into  the  waves,  I  begin  to  have 
hope  of  escape  since  the  vessel  is  lightened.  I  come  to  thee  naked 
and  empty,  and  what  I  find  in  thee  is  not  a  trifling,  vulgar  gain! 
I  find  everything  in  thee." 

Calvin  found  abundant  opportunity  to  prove  the  completeness  of 
his  surrender  to  the  will  of  God.  One  of  the  most  striking  in- 
stances was  when  he  entered  Geneva  in  1536.  I  give  it  from 
W  Aubigne's  History  of  the  Reformation.  At  that  time  Farel  was 
engaged  in  a  fearful  struggle  to  maintain  the  Reformation  in  that 
city.  He  had  read  Calvin's  Institutes  and  recognized  in  him  the 
master  theologian  of  the  period.  He  was  delighted  when  he  heard 
of  Calvin's  arrival  and  the  story  of  their  interview  is  a  most  thrilling 
one.  "  Stay  with  me  and  help  me,"  said  Farel,  "  there  is  work  to 
be  done  in  this  city."     Calvin    replied    with   astonishment,  "  Ex- 


*94.]  John  Calvin.  423 

ise  me,  I  cannot  stop  here  more  than  one  night."  "  Why  do 
>u  seek  elsewhere  for  what  is  now  offered  you  ?  "  replied  Farel, 
Why  refuse  to  edify  the  church  at  Geneva  by  your  faith,  zeal, 
id  knowledge?"  The  appeal  was  in  vain.  Calvin  refused  so 
reat  an  undertaking.  But  Farel  would  not  listen  to  his  refusal, 
e  pointed  out  to  him  that  as  the  Reformation  had  been  miracu- 
•usly  established  in  Geneva,  it  ought  not  to  be  abandoned  in  a 
>wardly  manner,  and  if  he  did  not  take  the  part  offered  to  him  in 
lis  task,  the  work  might  probably  perish,  and  he  would  be  the 
rase  of  the  ruin  of  the  Church. 

Calvin  could  not  make  up  his  mind.  He  did  not  want  to  bind 
imself  to  a  particular  church.  He  told  his  new  friend  that  he  pre- 
srred  travelling  in  search  of  knowledge  and  making  himself  useful 
i  the  places  where  he  chanced  to  halt.  "  Look  first  at  the  place 
a  which  you  are  now,"  aswered  Farel,  "  popery  has  been  driven 
•ut  and  traditions  abolished  and  now  the  doctrines  of  the  scriptures 
Hast  be  taught  here."  "I  cannot  teach,"  exclaimed  Calvin,  "on  the 
>ther  hand  I  have  need  to  learn.  There  are  special  labors  for 
fhich  I  wish  to  reserve  myself.  This  city  cannot  afford  me  the 
eisure  I  require."  He  explained  his  plan.  He  wanted  to  go  to 
itrasburg,  to  Bucer  and  Capito,  then  putting  himself  in  communi- 
cation with  the  other  doctors  of  Germany,  to  increase  his  knowledge 
by  continued  study.  "Study  I  Labor!  Knowledge!"  said  Farel. 
'What  I  must  we  never  practice?  1  am  sinking  under  my  task. 
Pray  help  me."  Calvin  urged  other  excuses.  His  constitution 
was  weak.     "The  frail  state  of  my  health   needs  rest,"  he  said. 

Best  ?  "  exclaimed  Farel,  u  Death  alone  permits  the  soldiers  of 
Christ  to  rest  from  their  labors." 

Again  Calvin  shifted  his  ground.  He  plead  the  violence,  the 
tamults,  the  indomitable  temper  of  the  Genevese.  To  this  Farel 
replied  :  "  The  severer  the  disease,  the  stronger  the  measures  to 
be  employed  to  cure  it.  The  Genevese  storm,  it  is  true.  They 
burst  out  like  a  storm  of  wind  in  a  gale.  But  is  that  a  reason  for 
leaving  me  alone  to  meet  these  furious  tempests  ?  I  entreat  you 
to  take  your  share.  These  matters  are  harder  than  death."  Calvin 
replied,  "  I  am  timid  and  pusillanimous.  How  can  I  withstand 
such  roaring  waves?  At  this  the  historian  says,  "  Farel  could  not 
Restrain  a  feeling  of  anger  and  almost  of  contempt."  "Ought  the 
servants  of  Christ  to  be  so  delicate  as  to  be  frightened  at  warfare?" 
he  exclaimed.  This  blow  touched  the  young  Reformer  to  ihe 
heart.  He,  frightened!  He,  prefer  his  own  ease  to  the  service  of 
Ms Saviour!  His  conscience  was  troubled  and  his  feelings  were 
violently  agitated.  "  I  beg  of  you,  in  God's  name,"  he  exclaimed, 
'to  have  pity  on  me."  "  Leave  me  to  serve  him  in  another  way  than 
ou  desire*" 

Farel  seeing  that  neither  prayers  nor  exhortatious  could  avail 
rith  Calvin,  reminded  him  of  a  frightful  example  of  disobedience 
milar  to  his  own.  "  Jonah  also,"  he  said,  "  wanted  to  flee  from 
le  presence  of  the  Lord,  but  the  Lord  cast  him  into  the  sea." 
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The  struggle  in  the  young  Doctor's  heart  became  more  keen. 
He  was  violently  shaken  like  an  oak  assailed  by  the  tempest.  He 
bent  before  the  blast  and  rose  up  again,  but  a  last  gust  more  im- 
petuous than  all  the  others  was  shortly  about  to  uproot  him. 
Farel's  heart  was  hot  within  him.  At  that  supreme  moment  feel- 
ing as  if  inspired  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  he  raised  his  hand  toward 
heaven  and  exclaimed,  "  You  are  thinking  only  of  your  tranquillity. 
You  care  for  nothing  but  you  studies.  Be  it  so.  In  the  name  of 
Almighty  God  I  declare,  that  if  you  do  not  answer  his  summons, 
he  will  not  bless  your  plans."  Then  perceiving  that  the  critical 
moment  had  come,  he  added  an  alarming  injunction  to  his  declara- 
tion. He  even  ventured  on  an  imprecation.  Fixing  his  eyes  of 
fire  on  the  young  man  and  placing  his  hands  on  the  head  of  bis 
victim,  he  exclaimed  in  his  voice  of  thunder,  u  May  God  curse  your 
repose!  May  God  curse  your  studies!  if  in  such  a  great  necessity 
as  ours,  you  withdraw  and  refuse  to  give  help  and  support." 

At  these  words  Calvin  trembled.  He  shook  in  every  limb.  He 
felt  that  Farel's  words  did  not  proceed  from  himself.  Ood  wat 
thwe.  The  holiness  of  the  presence  of  Jehovah  laid  strong  hold  on  j 
his  mind.  He  saw  Him  who  is  invisible.  It  appeared  to  him,  be 
said,  that  the  hand  of  God  was  stretched  down  from  heaven,  that  it 
laid  hold  of  him  and  fixed  him  irrevocably  to  the  place  he  was  so 
impatient  to  leave.  He  could  not  free  himself  from  that  terrible 
grasp.  At  last  he  raised  his  head  and  peace  had  returned  to  his 
soul.  He  had  yielded.  He  had  sacrificed  the  studies  he  loved  so 
well.  He  had  laid  his  Isaac  on  the  altar.  He  had  consented  to 
lose  his  life  to  save  it.  His  conscience  now  convinced  made  bim 
surmount  every  obstacle  in  order  that  he  might  obey.  That  heart 
so  faithful  and  sincere,  gave  itself,  and  gave  itself forever.  Hebe- 
longed  to  himself  no  longer,  but  to  God.  The  design  engraven 
upon  his  seal  was  a  hand  presenting  a  heart  for  sacrifice  and  around 
it  the  words  "  Cor  meum  velut,  mactatum,  Domino,  in  sacrificiun 
ofero"  Never  since  the  day  of  the  scene  on  the  road  to  Damascus 
has  there  been  a  more  complete  surrender  of  a  life  to  God. 

I  close  with  two  illustrations  showing  his  great  spirituality  of 
mind,  and  his  reverent  and  intimate  communion  with  God.     When 
he  was  at  Poitiers,  he  was  invited  to  dine  with  the  Chief  Magistrate. 
As  soon  as  the  meal  was  over  the  company  retired  to  the  garden. 
The  Magistrate  turned  the  conversation  on  the  Reformers,  Luther 
and  Zwingle  and  their  opposing  views  of  the  Lord's  Supper.    Cal- 
vin explained  with  great  clearness  that  both   views  were  extreme 
and  unfolded  the  middle  ground  which  he  held.     Thenceforth  his 
said  that  garden  became  a  favorite  resort  for  Calvin  and  his  friends, 
and  as  he  walked  up  and  down  beneath  its  pleasant  shade,  he  spoke 
to  his  friends  of  the  Heavenly  Father,  of  His  own   Son,  and  of 
Eternal  Life.     His   disciples,  as  they  listened,  imagined  that  all 
things  were  about  to  become  new,  and  said  to  one  another  that  now 
at  least  a  barren  formalism  in  the  Church   would  give  way  to  a 
living  power.     The  Catholics  were  alarmed.     They  said  that  as  our 
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first  parents  were  enchanted  in  a  garden,  so  "Calvin  enchanted  the 
souls  of  those  that  gathered  about  him." 

What  more  delightful  picture  than  this  could  we  have  of  one 
walking  with  God !  These  meetings  in  the  garden  aroused  such 
violent  opposition  that  they  resolved  to  seek  some  solitary  place  in 
the  wilderness.  The  historian  thus  describes  the  search.  "  Cal- 
vin set  out  with  two  or  three  others ;  they  traversed  the  pretty 
suburbs  of  St.  Benedict;  took  a  picturesque  footpath  and  after 
about  an  hour's  walking  arrived  at  a  wild  looking  spot  in  front  of 
the  ruins  of  a  Roman  aqueduct.  Beneath  them  flowed  the  tranquil 
waters  of  the  Clain.  Thickly  wooded  rocks  containing  caverns  of 
various  depths  raised  their  imposing  masses  above  the  stream. 
Calvin  was  charmed  with  the  solitude.  The  caves  were  known  as 
the  caves  of  St.  Benedict,  and  one  of  them  is  still  known  as  Calvin's 
Grotto.  The  Reformer  took  his  place  on  the  highest  ground.  His 
disciples  gathered  around  him;  some  of  them  leaning  against  the 
rocks;  and  in  the  midst  of  this  solemn  silence  he  began  to  teach. 
He  carried  away  his  hearers.  He  himself  was  carried  away.  On 
4  sudden  feeling  his  spiritual  weakness,  and  the  need  they  all  had 
>fthe  Holy  Ghost,  he  fell  on  his  knees  beneath  those  solitary 
faults ;  all  the  assembly  knelt  with  them  and  he  raised  to  the 
hrone  of  God  a  prayer,  so  touching  and  so  earnest,  that  all  who 
aeard  him  fancied  themselves  transported  to  heaven,  and  so  this 
solitude  became  the  house  of  God  and  the  Gate  of  Glory.  Here 
•he  earnest  enquirers  after  God  gathered,  just  as  before  they 
gathered  in  the  garden.  At  times  the  feeling  rose  to  a  most  in- 
ense  heat.  On  one  such  occasion  he  was  severely  denouncing  the 
Qass.  One  of  his  hearers,  still  warmly  attached  to  Rome,  cried 
'lit, "  Our  Lord,  very  God,  and  very  man  is  really  and  substan- 
ially  under  the  appearance  of  the  bread  and  wine.  In  all  ages, 
wherever  men  have  known  Christ  the  sacrifice  of  the  mass  has 
•een  offered  up."  Calvin  was  surprised  at  this  bold  outbreak. 
'or  a  few  moments  he  was  silent.  Then  lifting  his  hand  and 
Otting  it  on  the  Bible  that  lay  before  him,  exclaimed,  "  This  is  my 
*ass."  Then  uncovering  his  head  and  placing  his  fur  cap  on  the 
ible,  he  lifted  his  eyes  to  heaven  and  said  with  emotion,  "  O  Lord, 

in  the  day  of  judgment,  thou  desirest  to  punish  me  because  I 
ave  forsaken  the  mass,  I  will  say  to  thee,  0  God,  thou  hast  not 
ommanded  me  to  celebrate  it.  Behold  the  law !  Behold  thy 
Scripture!  Thou  didst  give  it  us  to  be  our  guide,  and  I  can  find 
lo  other  sacrifice  in  it  than  that  which  was  accomplished  on  the 
dtar  of  the  cross.'' 

The  impression  of  this  sublime  scene  never  faded  from  the  minds 
of  those  who  witnessed  it.  It  was  a  scene  for  the  artist's  pencil. 
A  life  which  abounded  in  such  transfiguration  scenes  as  these,  in 
the  City,  in  the  Garden,  in  the  mountain  caves,  must  have  been  in 
closest  touch  with  the  life  of  God.  Others  had  visions  of  devils, 
ind  visions  of  saints,  and  visions  of  angels  ;  but  Calvin  was  look- 
ato  the  face  of  God. 
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1 -THE  WIGTOWN  MARTYRS. 

BY   REV.  JOHN   MAUTIN,   STRANRAER. 


James  Ren  wick,  in  one  of  his  letters  written  during  "  the  killing 
time,"  thus  speaks :  "  Now  right  honorable,  as  to  the  news  here, 
know,  that  the  Lord  is  still  increasing  his  people  in  number  and 
spiritual  strength,  and  many  a  sacrifice  he  is  taking  off  their  hands, 
for  there  are  not  many  days  wherein  his  truths  are  not  sealed  with 
blood,  and  that  in  all  places,  so  that  I  think,  within  a  little,  there 
shall  not  be  moss  or  a  mountain  in  the  west  of  Scotland  which  shall 
not  be  flowered  with  martyrs." 

The  boy  martyr  was  not  mistaken.     Ere  he  sealed  his  testimony 

with   his  blood,  the  uplands  of  the  southwest  of  Scotland  were 

"  flowered  with   martyrs."      And  to-day,  in   Galloway,  from  the 

river  Ken  to  the  Brig  of  Glenapp,  every  glen  has  its  memorial, 

ewery  corrie  has  its  inheritance  from  the  past — memories  that  bring 

us  into  touch  with  noble  men  and  women  whose  deeds  for  God  and 

native  land  can  never  be  forgotten. 

"  Wide  sweeps  of  purple  heather 
Robe  the  broad  upland's  breast, 
*  Tis  the  imperial  winding  sheet 
Of  martyrs  laid  to  rest.'  *' 

Away  in  the  distance  you  see  a  grey  granite  pillar  rear  its  slender 
head  towards  heaven ;  now  and  again  you  come  upon  a  humbler 
moss-covered  stone.  These  are  memorials  of  men  and  women  to 
whom  truth  was  dearer  than  life,  and  God's  glory  the  supreme  end 
of  their  being.  It  may  be  also  that  your  foot  touches  the  heath- 
covered  grave, — unmarked  by,  and  unknown  to  man,  but  not  for- 
gotten of  God, — of  more  than  one  of  these  slain  witnesses.  Who 
can  tell?  I  never  tramp  over  the  becks  and  fells  of  Galloway 
without  thinking  how  many  graves  are  there,  of  which  man  know* 
nothing,  but  of  which  God  knows  everything.  Oftener  than  we 
think  was  the  heather  dyed  with  martyr's  blood.  There  are 
more  graves  than  we  dream  of  among  our  hills  and  dales.  So  it 
shall  be  seen  when  the  King  comes  to  receive  his  own.  Then  shall 
be  the  harvest  from  moor  and  hillside  and  glen. 

In  a  recently  published  work,  by  an  author  who  is  doing  much 
to  revive  the  old  time  memories  of  Galloway,  we  have  this  picture. 
A  grandchild  asks  his  grey  haired  grandsire,  "  But  why  did  the 
martyrs  not  go  to  the  kirk  the  king  wanted  them  to  ?  " 

"  The  old  man  rose,  strong  now  on  his  feet,  the  fire  in  his  eye, 
his  natural  force  not  abated.  He  pointed  north  to  where  on 
Auchenreoch  Muir  the  slender  shaft  of  the  martyr's  monument 
gleamed  white  among  the  darker  heather — south,  to  where  on 
Kirkconnel  hillside,  Grier  of  Lagg  found  six  living  men  and  left 
six  corpses — west,  towards  Wigtown  Bay,  where  the  tide  drowned 
two  of  the  bravest  of  women,  tied  like  dogs  to  a  stake — east,  to  the 
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kirkyards  of  Balweary  and  Nether  Dullarg,  where,  under  the  trees, 
the  martyrs  of  Scotland  lie  thick  as  gowans  on  the  lea.  The  fire  of 
the  Lord  was  in  his  eye. 

"Dinna  forget,  David  Oliphant,"  he  said,  his  voice  high  and 
solemn,  as  in  a  chant,  "that  these  all  died  for  Christ's  cause  and 
covenant.  They  were  murdered  because  they  worshipped  God 
according  to  their  conscience.  Remember  boy,  till  the  day  of  your 
death,  that  among  these  men  were  your  forbears,  and  forget  not 
also  who  they  were  that  slew  them  ?  " 

"And  after  twenty  years  the  late  scholar  of  St.  Magnus 
remembered." 

But  our  chief  business  in  this  paper  is  to  review  the  martyr 
memories  of  Wigtown,  the  county  town  of  western  Galloway.  On 
the  morning  of  the  11th  of  May,  1685,  two  women  were  sitting  to- 
gether in  the  jail  of  that  town.  They  were  both  named  Margaret. 
One  Margaret  M'Lauchlan,  a  widow,  almost  three-score  and  ten, 
the  other  Margaret  Wilson,  a  maiden,  scarce  eighteen.  Like 
x>mmon  malefactors  they  had  been  cast  into  that  place,  their  only 
fault,  their  nonconformity  and  refusing  to  take  the  wicked  oath 
then  imposed  by  the  oppressors  of  the  Covenanters.  Their  perse- 
cuting oppressors  had  lost  all  sense  of  feeling  and  justice,  and  were 
now  waging  their  war  of  extermination  even  against  women  and 
children. 

And  this  bright  May  morning  was  the  morning  on  which  these 
defenceless  women  were  to  be  led  forth  to  meet  a  cruel  death. 
Fhey  had  been  tried  and  condemned  by  a  court  consisting  of  Grier, 
laird  of  Lagg,  Colonel  David  Graham,  Sheriff,  Major  Windram, 
Oaptain  Strachan,  and  Provost  Cultrain.  And  now  two  of  their 
judges,  the  Provost  and  Major  Windram,  led  them  out  to  execution. 
Many  were  the  expressions  of  sorrow  and  sympathy  from  those  who 
followed  them  on  this  melancholy  journey.  Yet  the  two  Mar- 
garets walked  along  as  calmly  as  if  it  was  a  Sabbath  morn,  and 
they  were  on  their  way  to  the  kirk.  And  the  younger  woman 
supported  her  companion's  failing  steps — golden  locks  mingling 
with  the  silver,  both  soon  to  wear  the  martyr's  crown  of  glory. 

When  they  reached  the  shore  of  the  bay  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Bladenoch,  a  free  pardon  was  offered  to  each  of  the  prisoners  on 
condition  that  they  would  take  an  oath  to  abjure  all  connection 
with  the  Covenant  folk.  But  this  they  steadily  refused.  So  they 
took  the  elder  Margaret  and  bound  her  to  a  stake,  set  far  out  into 
the  water,  so  that  the  waves  had  already  risen  to  her  knees,  think- 
ing thereby  to  intimidate  her  younger  companion.  And  before 
At  was  led  away,  the  maiden  embraced  and  kissed  her,  praying 
Sod  to  be  with  her,  according  to  his  gracious  promise,  and  adding 
as  a  parting  benediction  the  words,  "  Be  thou  faithful  unto  death, 
and  I  will  give  thee  a  crown  of  life." 

She  was  then  herself  tied  to  a  stake,  and  in  such  a  way  that  she 
wbs  compelled  to  witness  the  death  struggles  of  her  companion. 
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But  the  youthful  Margaret  was  in  no  wise  daunted,  and  sang  in  t 
clear  loud  voice  part  of  the  twenty-fifth  Psalm  : — 

"To  Thee  I  lift  my  soul, 

Oh  God  I  trust  in  Thee. 
My  God,  let  me  not  be  ashamed, 

Nor  foes  triumph  o'er  11  e. " 

As   she   paused    in   her  song,  a  woman's   voice   arose  with  an 
exceeding  bitter  cry. 

"  Oh  Margaret,  my  bonnie,  bonnie  Margaret,  gi'e  in,  gi'e  in,  my 
bairnie,  dinna  droon.     Gi'e  in,  an'  tak*  the  oath." 

"  Whist,  mither  dear,"  replied  the  girl,  "dinna  ye  ken  that  if  we 
be  dead  with  Christ,  we  shall  also  live  with  him  ?  If  we  suffer,  we 
shall  also  reign  with  him." 

Then  another  cried — 

u  Margaret,  can  ye  no  jist  say,  *  God  save  the  king  ? ' " 

What  a  thrill  ran  through  the  young  martyr  at  the  sound  of  that 
manly  voice.  But  after  a  moment's  struggle  with  the  ties  of  earthly 
love,  she  answered  in  a  low  but  firm  voice — 

"God  save  him  if  he  will,  for  it  is  his  salvation  I  desire." 

Then  they  cried  out,  u  She  hath  said,  '  God  save  the  king/  let 
her  go,  Major  Windram." 

He,  however,  was  not  satisfied,  and  coming  near  he  offered  her 
the  Oath  of  Adjuration,  charging  her  instantly  to  swear  it,  or  die. 
Most  deliberately  she  refused,  saying,  "I  will  not;  I  am  one  of 
Christ's  children,  let  me  go."  So  she  was  thrust  down  into  the  water, 
and  Scotland's  maiden  martyr  went  to  join  the  soul  of  her  who  had 
gone  before,  and  "  the  souls  of  those  who  were  slain  for  the  word 
of  God,  and  the  testimony  which  they  held." 

"'Tisdono? 
And  o'er  the  martyr's  head  the  waters  run, 
The  heedless  soldiers  hasten  on  their  way  ; 
And  still  the  moon  shines  down  with  tranquil  ray, 
Like  some  bright  witness  stationed  in  the  sky 
To  mark  the  spot  where  faithful  martyrs  lie  ; 
For  precious  in  Thy  sight,  O  Saviour  God, 
Is  Thy  saints'  death,  and  hallowed  is  the  lea. 
Nor  hallowed  less  the  waves — the  rushing  stream — 
Where  rests  the  bodv  Thou  shalt  yet  redeem 
From  its  corruption. " 

Of  the  deed  Wodrow  says  that  u  history  scarce  affords  a  parallel 
to  this  in  all  its  circumstances;  "  and  the  younger  M'Crie  declares 
that  "  every  feeling  of  humanity  rises  up  to  execrate  an  administra- 
tion which  could  have  recourse  to  such  gratuitous  cruelties  in 
support  of  its  authoiity."  And  as  if  ashamed  of  the  deed,  there 
have  not  been  wanting  some  to  deny  and  others  to  extenuate  it 
Prominent  in  this  direction  was  the  effort  of  Mark  Napier,  Sheriff 
of  Dumfriesshire  and  Galloway,  when,  in  1866,  he  published  a 
pamphlet  on  the  subject,  in  which  he  sought  to  discredit  Wodrow'a 
statements,  and  show  that  the  executions  never  really  took  place. 
The  appearance  of  this  pamphlet  gave  rise  to  a  lively  controversy 
in    which   eminent  authorities   brought  forth  such  an   amount  of 
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testimony  in  confirmation  of  the  generally  accepted  narrative,  as 
placed  its  authenticity  beyond  all  question.  And,  indeed,  a  hundred 
writers  may  try  to  write  away  that  sad  blot  on  Episcopacy,  bat 
they  cannot  write  it  out  of  the  book  of  God's  remembrance. 

As  to  the  memorials  of  "The  Drowned  Women  of  Wigtown." 

In  the  old  churchyard  of  Wigtown  there  are  two  gravestones. 

.     When  they  were  erected,  does  not  appear,  but  from  their  style  in 

'    the  lettering  it  ia  almost  certain  that  they  were  put  up  shortly  after 

the  Revolution.      The  largest  of  the  two  stones  is  that  erected  to 

•  the  memory  of  the  maiden  martyr.  It  is  a  fiat  stone,  resting  on 
I  four  low  corner  pillars — "  a  tbruch-stane."  The  inscription  on  it 
j.   is  as  follows : — 

•  o       Lit  earth  and  stone  still  witness  Bearb 
z  §       Thbir  lyes  a 
3  a      <       Murthur'd  p 
j  f<  m  -  „  OT  Head  of  his  ' 

3   d   °    J    -    Z    o    BOT  NOT  ABJE 

-  *-  ■-    j  And  hbb  not  owning  Prelacy 


^  h?  5  2  3  Thet  hbbcondemn'd  bt  unjust  law 
§  5  =  t-  t-5^  Of  heaves  n 
^  a  $  cc  ■Ar~ia  V 
ffl  <  9  1  H  %  oo  a 

-L|   0   -'  —    -  5  W  i 


a  K  §  =?  ^  «  ia  Within  t 

3  Hue  suffered  if  or  Christ  Jesus  bask 
'  The  actors  op  the  cruel  crime 
_,       Was  Laoo,  Btrachan,  Winrah,  and  Qrane 
2  a       Nbithrr  young  tears,  nor  yet  old  age 

£  Could  stop  the  fury  or  their  rage. 
A  little  boy,  bending  over  this  gravestone,  and  pointing  to  the 
scarcely  legible  inscription,  said,  with  a  child-like  reverence  in  his 
features,  "  Look  I  she  was  but  a  lassie,  yet  she  dei't  for  the  Cove- 
nant." Quite  near  to  the  young  sufferers  memorial  stone  is  that 
erected  to  her  aged  companion.  It  is  a  small  upright  one,  with 
carved  top  and  volutes  at  the  corners — one  being  now  broken. 
Along  the  carved  ton  the  words  Me  Mento  Mori  are  cut,  and  on 
the  face  of  the  sione  is  the  inscription: — 

Herb  libs  Margaret  Luchlane  « 

Who  was  ry  unjust  law  sentenced  £ 

TO  DTE  BT  LAOO  STRACHAIN  WlMRAME  q 

And  Gramb,  and  tted  to  a  stake  with- 

in  the  it  loo d  for  her  q 

(Continued  on  other  tide  of  itone.)  S 

Adherence  to  Scotland's  Reformation       £ 

Covenants  National  and  Solemn  League    a: 

Aged  63.    1685.  g 

Leaving  the  martyrs'  graves,  and  proceeding  to  the  east  side  of 

the  new   parish  church,  the  locality  in  which   the  women  were 

drowned  lies  full  in  view.       The  water  Bladenoch,  at  the  time  of 

their  drowning,  ran  a  more  northerly  course  than  it  does  at  present 

in  crossing  the  sands  of  Wigtown  Bay.     And  beyond  a  cattle  creep 

on  the  Wigtown  railway,  which  runs  along  the  foot  of  the  brae  on 

which  the  church  stands,  it  is  easy  to  trace  tbe  old  water-worn  river 

bank.     The  Sat  appearance  of  the  sand  interlaced  with  little  ruts, 

filled  with  tbe  tide  Jong  before  the  whole  expanse   is  covered, 

enables  us  to  see  at  once  how   the  older  woman  could  be  placed 


i 
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further  in  the  water  than  the  younger ;  and  how,  from  the  elevated 
bank  of  the  river,  the  younger  one  could  be  raised  out  of  the  water 
and  put  down  again  when  she  failed  to  cry  "  God  save  the  King." 
We  have  heard  and  read  so  much  about  the  women  drowned  in 
Wigtown  Bay,  that  we  forget  the  fact  that  there  were  men  who 
suffered  unto  death  also  at  Wigtown,  in  the  same  year,  1685.  Id 
the  old  church  yard  there  is  a  third  stone — a  plain,  upright  slab- 
inscribed  as  follows : — 

Me  Mento  Mom. 
Here  lyse  William  Johnston  John 
Milrot  George  Walker,  who  was  with- 
out Justice  op  law  hanged  by  Major- 
Win  ram  for  their  Adherence  to  Scot- 
-land's  Reformation  Covenants  Nation- 
al AND  SOLAM  LEAQWE 

1685 

These  men  all  belonged  to  the  parish  of  Penninghame.     Having 
been   taken   prisoners,  they  were  brought  to  Wigtown,  and  not 
answering  satisfactorily   the  questions  put  to  them  by  Windram,  ■ 
particularly  refusing  to  attend  the  ministry  of  the  curate  they  were 
without  trial,  the  next  day  taken  out  and  executed. 

On  the  highest  point  of  the  hill  on  which  Wigtown  stands, — the 
Windy  Hill — there  is  a  lofty  and  graceful  obelisk,  with  a  cinerary 
urn  at  the  top.  This  monument  was  erected  in  1858,  to  the  memory 
of  the  two  women,  and  of  the  noble  army  of  martyrs  in  Galloway 
and  other  parts  of  Scotland.  Inscriptions  on  it  tell  the  purpose  of 
its  erection,  and  repeat  the  story  of  the  sufferings  and  deaths  already 
referred  to. 

Ten  years  before  the  completion  of  this  monument,  Dr.  William 
Symington,  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  Stranraer,  after- 
wards of  Glasgow,  preached  a  sermon  in  aid  of  funds  for  its  erection 
in  the  course  of  which  he  made  the  following  remarks — remarks 
that  aptly  describe  our  gatherings  still  at  the  graves  of  the  martyrs. 

"  Let  not  our  object  be  mistaken.  It  is  not,  by  any  means,  to 
canonise  the  sufferers,  or  to  imitate  the  Church  of  Rome  by  cherish- 
ing a  superstitious  and  undue  veneration  for  departed  saints.  Our 
object  is  to  draw  attention  to  the  principles,  rather  than  the  persons 
of  the  martyrs.  And  this  we  propose  to  do  by  commemorating 
their  noble  deeds  and  sufferings.  We  affect  to  tell  the  simple  tale 
of  their  martyrdom,  and  to  renew  those  touching  memorials  which  are 
fading  into  a  state  of  decay  and  obliteration  by  the  lapse  of  time. 
The  principle  upon  which  we  act  we  regard  as  distinctly  recognized 
in  the  approved  example  of  saints,  the  statements  of  the  Holy 
Writ,  and  the  procedure  of  God  himself.,f 

Now  after  all  this  it  may  be  asked  why  it  was  that  two  women  were 
prepared,  for  the  crown  and  the  glory  of  their  Lord  and  Master,  to  be 
drowned  in  Wigtown  Ray  rather  than  say  "  God  save  the  King." 
It  was  not  the  matter  of  the  King's  salvation  that  was  in  question. 
For  that  they  would  willingly  pray.     That,  if  the  Lord  willed,  they 
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earnestly  desired.  Bat  the  meaning  of  the  expression  was  well 
known  on  both  sides.  It  was  well  known  to  the  persecuted.  It 
was  a  demand  on  the  part  of  the  persecutors  for  an  acknowledgment 
of  the  right  of  that  usurped  authority  which  robbed  Christ  of  his 
glory,  took  away  from  his  church  her  blood-bought  liberties,  and 
filled  the  land  with  the  blood  of  his  saints.  Viewed  thus,  the 
martyrs  could  not  accept  the  formula  such  words  conveyed.  Had 
they  done  so,  they  would  have  been  giving  their  sanction  to  all  the 
wickedness  and  cruelty  and  impiety  that  flowed  from  the  usurped 
authority  against  which  it  was  at  once  their  right  and  duty  to 
protest.  In  this  light,  then,  these  helpless  women,  were  bearing 
witness,  at  the  cost  of  their  lives,  to  great  principles  unseparably 
connected  with  the  glory  of  God  and  the  salvation  of  men, — prin- 
ciples which  are  yet  destined  to  shed  their  blessed  influence  over 
all  the  earth.  "  Men  shall  be  blessed  in  llim  !  all  nations  shall  call 
him  blessed." 


j* 


OTES    AND    TTEMS. 


New  York  Presbytery  met  October  30th.  Rev.  Dr.  James 
Kennedy  demitted  his  charge.  The  following  are  the  Supplies: 
Brooklyn — Raitt,  January;  McElwain,  February;  Wallace,  March 
and  April.  West  Hebron — Littlejohn,  November,  3d  and  4th  Sabs. ; 
Raitt,  December;  Mclsaac,  May.  Fourth  New  York — Mclsaac, 
April  and  with  privilege  of  supplying  themselves  through  presbytery's 
committee.  If  Synod's  Committee — Central  Board — make  assign- 
ments to  New  York  Presbytery,  an  additional  list  of  supplies  will  be 
toade  and  published.  F.  M.  Foster,  Ch.  Com.  of  Sup. 

By  the  will  of  the  late  James  McKnight,  of  Philadelphia,  $4,000 
<tfas  left  to  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  he  was  a 
member,  for  the  support  of  the  McKnight  Memorial  Church,  of  Muz- 
fcffarnagar,  India  ;  §1,000  for  the  support  of  missions  at  Latakiyeh, 
Syria,  and  $500  for  the  work  at  Antioch.  The  Freed  men's  Missions 
at  Selma  and  Brierfield,  Ala.,  were  left  $500 ;  the  Home  for  Aged 
and  Infirm  Colored  People  in  Phil  idelphia,  $300,  and  the  Tenth 
United  Presbyterian  church,  $500.  A  contingent  bequest  of  $500 
Was  left  to  the  Fourth  Reformed  Presbyterian  church  to  be  applied  to 
4e  extinguishment  of  its  debt. — Independent,  August  16th,  1894. 

Mr.  James  F.  Daii.ey,  of  the  Philadelphia  Public  Ledger,  made 
an  address  on  the  relation  of  the  liquor  business  to  the  church.  He 
tad  been  examining  the  names  of  the  signers  for  applications  for 
licenses  of  saloons  in  Philadelphia,  and  found  that  a  large  number 
were  official  members  of  th^  church.  Sheriff  Clement,  he  said,  is  an 
officer  in  Bethany  Presbyterian  church,  and  his  name  is  on  the  appli- 
cations for  licenses  for  two  of  the  lowest  saloons  in  the  Ninth  ward. 
In  Russell   ConwelTs  immense  Baptist  church  the  president  of  the 
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board  of  trustees  signs  applications  for  saloon  licenses.  In  the  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  church,  Sabbath  School  teachers,  trustees  and  thirty- 
seven  vestrymen  signed  for  from  one  to  five  times  each.  District 
Attorney  Graham,  who  has  represented  the  Presbyterian  church  in 
the  General  Assembly,  is  another  signer.  Evidently  ssme  public 
opinion  needs  to  be  created  on  both  sides  of  the  line. — Independent) 
August  9th%  1894.  

After  vacation,  work  and  plan  for  still  greater  work  later  in 
the  season  The  wise  pastor  who  feels  the  need  of  assistance  will 
not  make  inquiry  for  the  wandering  evangelist,  self-called  but  pop- 
ular, whose  slang  and  abuse  of  godly  and  earnest  ministers  and  lay- 
men, whose  disregard  of  authority  and  contempt  for  established 
methods,  like  a  prairie  fire  burn  the  field  so  deeply  that  it  will  be 
long  before  the  pastor  will  be  able  to  gather  anything  from  it 
But  he  will  call  to  his  aid  some  pastor  whose  known  methods,  whose 
comprehension  of  the  truth  and  devout  godliness  com  mend  him,  and 
whose  words  of  soberness  and  deep  conviction  go  direct  to  the  con- 
science and  heart. —  United  Presbyterian,  September  6th. 


I 


We  have  noted   with  interest  the  comments  of  the  press  on  the 
Christian  Endeavor  Convention.     There  is  general  appreciation  of  it  , 
and  acknowledgment  of  the  impulse  it  gave  to  the  young  people  for  * 
Christian  work ;  but  there  is  also  emphasis  given  to  the  necessity  for 
the  development  of  this  spirit  of  Christian  service  in  the  line  of  ibe 
wark  as  it  falls  to  the  several  churches.     Whatever  may  be  said  of 
the  evils  of  separate  churches — and  these  evils  are  greatly  exaggerated 
— the  fact  is  that  the  churches  do  exist,  and  each  person  finds  his  best 
work  and  highest  spiritual  benefit  in  the  church  in  which  he  has  his 
membership.     Something  more  than  great  conventions  is  needed,  and    , 
that  is  found  in  the  narrower  circle  of  our  own  denominational  fellow- 
ship.—  United  Presbyterian. 

Mrs.  Debs  says  of  her  husband,  the  ex-strike  agitator:  "He 
doesn't  go  to  any  church  at  all.  He's  an  infidel.  We  are  a  family 
of  infidels,  every  one  of  us.  Col.  Robert  Ingersoll,  whom  we  all 
know  and  admire,  is  our  only  pope."  This  explains  many  thingB. 
Mrs.  Debs  need  say  nothing  more.  We  are  ready  to  credit  die 
declaration  of  the  United  States  marshal  in  charge  of  the  deputies 
at  Chicago  during  the  riots,  that  the  leaders  of  the  strike  hoped  for 
and  expected  to  precipitate  a  social  revolution.  No  man  who 
holds  such  views  as  Mrs.  Debs  attributes  to  her  husband  can  be 
trusted  to  direct  any  great  movement. 

"  I  do  not  expect  my  argument  to  have  any  effect,"  said  Mr. 
Reed,  of  Maine,  addressing  the  Democratic  side  of  the  House  at  the 
close  of  the  tariff  discussion,  "  but  you  are  like  the  heathen  who 
have  listened  to  the  missionaries :  you  have  no  chance  of  redemp- 
tion. "  Mr.  Reed  is  an  unbeliever.  Educated  for  the  Lutheran 
ministry,  long  ago  he  swung  away   from   the  faith   and   became  a 
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free  thinker.  He  is  generally  cautious,  but  this  utterance  has  the 
ippearance  of  a  fling  at  the  Christian  religion.  He  must  be  wiser 
if  he  has  any  thought  of  the  White  House.  The  people  of  this 
country  are  not  likely  to  look  with  any  degree  of  favor  upon  the 
ilevation  of  one  to  its  highest  honors  who  may  be  out  of  sympathy 
with  its  highest  faith. — The  Christian  Standard,  Cincinnati. 

I  dispensed  the  Lord-s  Supper  in  the  McKeesport  congregation  Oil 
the  11th  of  November.     Messrs.  James  Stewart  and  David  Finney 
were  elected,  ordained  and   installed  ruling  elders,  and  J.  S.  Stewart 
and  Miss  Anna  Allman,  deacons,  Mr.  Littlejohn  declining  to  serve 
is  deacon.     There  was  an  accession  of  five,  and  forty-one  communed* 
The  audiences  during  all  the  services  were  large,  that  on  Sabbath 
evening  being  especially  so.     The  congregation  is  in  good  condition. 
Mr,  J.  B.  Mclsaac,  who  assisted  and  is  stated  supply  there,  is  laboring 
with  much  acceptance.     A  call  will  in  all  probability  be  moderated 
belore  the  next  meeting  of  Pittsburgh  Presbytery.  J.  W.  S„ 

Colorado  Pjresbytery  met  in  Denver,  October  9th.  A  commit-* 
tee  consisting  of  J.  M.  Wylie,  J.  K.  Miller  and  James  Patton  was 
appointed  to  prepare,  publish  and  distribute  reform  literature.  It 
was  the  desire  of  the  presbytery  that  the  reports  for  Synod  next  yea* 
would  be  so  prepared  as  to  instruct  others  on  our  principles,  that  con- 
ferences on  reform  and  home  missions  be  arranged  for  to  be  held  dur- 
ing Synod.  Denver  session  was  appointed  a  committee  to  confer  with 
Synod's  committee  to  arrange  for  these  meetings.  Presbytery  ad- 
journed to  meet  at  La  Junta  the  Monday  after  the  second  Sabbath  of 
October,  1895,  at  8  o'clock  p.  m.  James  Patton,  Clerk. 

Frederick  Douglass,  ex-Senator  Bruce  and  a  dozen  other  colored 
citizens  of  Washington  and  Harper's  Ferry,  have  issued  a  circular 
calling  for  ten  thousand  dollars  to  put  up  a  granite  monument  to  John 
firowu  on  the  site  of  the  historic  engine  house  in  Harper's  Ferry 
where  he  was  captured.  That  building  has  been  torn  down,  and  the 
land  belongs  to  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  which  allows  this 
oonmemoration  of  the  event  on  the  spot.  We  hope  they  will  secure 
the  money  and  build  the  shaft  in  honor  of  one  of  the  bravest  and 
most  lawless  raids  ever  made.  All  through  the  south  this  arouses 
considerable  bitterness.  It  is  declared  to  be  an  affront  to"*  the  whole 
south,  and  especially  to  Virginia,  and  there  is  an  effort  being  made  to 
persuade  the  legislature  of  West  Virginia  to  forbid  the  erection  of  the 
Memorial. — Independent. 

Thb  St.  Louis,   Mo.,  congregation  has  entered  on  a  new  era. 
The  amount  paid  to  it  by  the  city  of  St.  Louis  as  damages  to  its 

Coperty  in  the  course  of  city  improvement  has  enabled  it  to  buy  a 
;  and  build  a  church.     The  property  that  the  congregation  aban- 
doned as  the  site  of  the  church  is  on  the  market,  and  by  placing  an 

27 
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incumbrance  on  it  the  congregation  has  been  able  fully  to  equip 
the  new  building,  with  a  total  outlay  of  about  $14,000.  The 
church,  with  the  rooms  thrown  together,  has  a  seating  capacity  of 
500.  Rev.  T.  A.  Rusk,  late  of  West  Hebron,  N.  Y.,  is  stated  sap* 
ply,  and  half  of  his  salary  is  paid  from  the  Domestic  Mission  Fund. 
There  are  32  members  on  the  roll,  26  of  whom  were  present  at  the 
Lord's  Supper  dispensed  in  the  summer.  Brethren  removing  to 
St.  Louis  can  now  find  an  excellent  church  home. 


Lakes  Presbytery  met  in  Cincinnati,  October  9th,  1894.  C. 
McLeod  Smith  and  Louis  Meyer  were  received  under  the  care  of 
presbytery  as  students  of  theology  of  the  first  year.  Collection  for 
presby  terial  missions  was  ordered  to  be  taken  up  on  or  before  the  first 
Sabbath  of  January,  1895,  by  all  our  congregations,  and  to  be  equally 
distributed  between  Bellefontaine  and  Brush  Creek;  collection  to  be 
«etrt  to  presbytery's  treasurer,  Rev.  J.  McCracken.  P.  P.  Boyd,  B. 
Hargrave,  T.  C.  Sproull,  with  elders  J.  Mitchell  and  E.  Milroy  were 
appointed  an  interim  commission  to  receive  and  present  calls  and  to 
attend  to  any  other  business  that  may  come  before  it.  The  Ladies1 
Presby  terial  Society  took  action  to  direct  its  efforts  to  aid  the  Jewwk 
Mission  in  Cincinnati  the  coming  year.  Presbytery  adjourned  to 
meet  in  Cedarville,  Ohio,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  October,  1896,  at 
7  o'clock,  p.  M.     Cedarville  session  to  prepare  program  for  conference. 

P.  P.  Boyd,  Clerk. 

New  York  Presbytery  met  in  the  2d  church,  Newburgh,  Octo- 
ber 30th.     All  the  congregations  were  represented  except  1st  New 
York.     The  death  of  Rev.  J.  K.  Reed,  on  August  10,  1894,  was  re- 
ported ;    also  the  ordination  and  installation  of  Mr.  A.  I.  Robb,  in 
Bovina,  July  5th  ;  the  reorganization  of  West  Hebron  congregation, 
July  3d,  and  the  fact  that  the  1st  New  York  congregation  is  not  jet 
legally  united  to  the  3d.     Presbyterial  visitation  of  the  2d  Newburgh 
congregation  was  attended  to  in   part.     Mr.  Kennedy  resigned  the 
pastoral  charge  of  the  4th  New  York  congregation.     The  following 
minute  was  made  :  "Resolved,  That  while  we  accept  the  resignation  of 
JJev.  Dr.  James  Kennedy,  of  4th  New  York,  we  place  on  record  oar 
Jiigh  appreciation  of  his  worth.     A  thoroughly  consecrated  disciple  rf 
Christ,  an  able  minister  of  the  New  Testament,  a  tender-hearted  and 
watchful  pastor,  an  efficient  evangelist  and  a  loyal  Covenanter,  w* 
commend  him,  in  his  retirement  from  active  ministerial  life,  to  the 
covenant  care  of  the  exalted  Redeemer  and  Head  of  the  Church."  A 
call  from  Brooklyn  congregation  on  Rev.  S.  R.  Wallace  was  sustained 
And  transferred  to  Rochester  Presbytery.     Messrs.  F.  M.  Foster,  Son* 
merville,  Kennedy,  and  elders  Pollock  and  Torrence  were  made! 
commission  to  install  the  candidate  if  he  accepts  the  call.     Mr.  Ken- 
nedy was  appointed  to  moderate  the  sessions  of  4th  New  York  and 
Brooklyn    until    next   meeting  of  presbytery.      Mr.  Williams  was 
appointed  vo  administer  the  sacrament  of  the  Supper  in  West  Hebron* 
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A  petition  for  the  organization  of  a  congregation  in  Cambridge,  Mass., 
was  not  granted.  Mr.  F.  M.  Foster  was  continued  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Supplies.  Messrs.  Kennedy,  Sommerville  and  elder 
Carraichael  were  appointed  a  committee  to  arrange  for  a  conference  to 
be  held  in  connection  with  the  spring  meeting  of  presbytery,  which 
will  be  held  in  2d  Boston  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  May,  1895,  at  7.30 
p.  m.  S.  G.  Shaw,  Clerk. 

The  following  is  from  an  occasional  contributor,  not,  however, 
connected  with  our  church.  We  give  place  to  the  Queries  on  that 
account,  though  familiar  to  our  people.  1.  Is  there  any  sense  what- 
ever in  which  the  United  States  of  America  ought  to  be  considered 
a  "Christian  nation?"  2.  Is  the  Christian  religion  recognized  in 
the  Constitution  ?  3.  Do  the  Masses  serve  God  or  mammon  ?  4. 
Was  the  World's  Fair  calculated  to  promote  true  religion,  or  the 
contrary  ?  5.  Ought  the  government  to  have  granted  $2,500,000 
in  support  of  that  which  is  against  the  conscientious  convictions  of 
a  large  number  of  taxpayers?  6.  Is  the  Sabbath  the  law  of  the 
land?  If  it  be,  ought  it  not  to  be  enforced?  Ought  a  grant  to 
nave  been  given  on  condition  that  the  law  of  the  land  be  obeyed  ? 
7.  Is  it  consistent  for  Christians  to  petition  an  anti-Christian  or 
neutral  government  to  take  the  Sabbath  or  any  other  Christian  in- 
stitution under  its  protection  ?  8.  Is  this  an  age  of  decision  or  an 
age  of  compromise  ?  Balaam  says :  "  The  people  shall  dwell  alone, 
and  shall  not  be  numbered  amongst  the  nations/'  What  does  he 
mean?  John  Brown,  Alexander,  Iowa. 


Iowa  Presbytery  met  in  the  Hickory  Grove  church  in  October. 
A  call  from  Washington  on  Rev.  S.  R.  Wallace  was  sustained,  and 
transferred  to  Rochester  Presbytery  for  presentation.  In  the  event  of 
its  acceptance,  a  commission  consisting  of  J.  A.  Black,  C.  D.  Trum- 
bull and  T.  P.  Robb,  ministers,  and  L.  M.  Samson  and  T.  J.  Steven- 
sou,  were  appointed  to  install  Mr.  Wallace,  at  such  time  as  should  suit 
the  convenience  of  the  parties.  A  memorial  from  the  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E. 
of  Sharon  congregation  as  to  the  propriety  of  identifying  with  State 
and  National  Societies  was  transferred  to  Synod  for  a  deliverance  on 
the  subject.  A  collection  for  presbytery's  mission  fund  was  ordered  to 
be  taken  up  at  the  earliest  date  convenient.  The  question  of  an  edu- 
cational institution  for  the  western  portion  of  the  church  was  discussed 
it  some  length.  Presbytery  heartily  approved  of  the  project,  and 
tttolved  that  we  should  lend  it  our  influence  and  help  in  the  hope 
that  it  may  speedily  be  successful.  Presbytery  held  a  conference  on 
the  subjects  of  Political  Dissent,  and  Our  Present  Duty  as  to  Testi- 
mony Bearing.  Rev.  I.  Faris  gave  a  good  address  on  the  first  topic, 
and  Rev.  T.  P.  Robb  read  an  excellent  paper  on  the  second.  Presby- 
tery also  joined  in  communion  services  with  the  Hickory  Grove  con- 
gregation. Presbytery  suspended  the  rule  requiring  a  semi-annual 
meeting,  and  adjourned  to  meet  in  Sharon,  ou  the  first  Tuesday  of 
October,  1895,  at  10  a.  m.  J.  A.  Black,  Clerk. 
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A  Seattle  correspondent  writes  :  "  At  a  quarterly  report  of  our 
Sabbath  School  yesterday,  the  average  attendance  for  the  month  of 
July  was  101  ;  for  August,  107,  and  for  September,  110,  thus  show- 
iug  an  increase  and  the  best  attendance  in  our  history.  Some  kind 
friends  in  Philadelphia  made  us  a  present  of  a  library,  which  together 
with  what  we  have  makes  us  a  total  of  some  200  volumes.  Oar 
Chinese  mission  school  is  conducted  every  night  in  the  week  except 
prayer- meeting  night  and  Saturday.  Special  instruction  is  given  them 
on  Sabbath  evening  before  services  begins  for  an  hour  and  a  quarter, 
also  in  the  Sabbath  School  in  the  morning.  Two  of  them  have  re- 
ceived the  ordinance  of  baptism  and  we  believe  are  converted  and  true 
Christians.  Several  of  them  lead  in  prayer  in  public  in  our  own 
language  and  are  very  impressive.  They  sing  the  23d  psalm  in  Chi- 
nese and  also  in  our  tongue  with  many  other  selections  which  they 
have  committed  to  memory.  We  find  no  difficulty  in  getting  all  the 
Chinese  scholars  to  come  we  can  teach,  and  the  Baptists  also  have  a 
flourishing  school  in  the  other  part  of  town  from  ours.  Rev.  J.  M. 
Armour  has  l>een  preaching  in  the  vicinity  of  Seattle  with  good  accept- 
ance and  preached  Sabbath  week  and  has  an  appointment  next  Sab- 
bath some  twenty  miles  from  here.  He  says  they  are  anxious  for 
preaching  and  are  always  willing  to  make  any  arrangement  desirable 
His  health  is  improved  since  last  spring,  for  which  we  are  all  thankful. 
He  sees  a  great  field  and  an  open  door  for  cultivating  the  field  in  this 
vicinity  waiting  any  one  who  can  undertake  it,  and  he  has  preached 
nearly  all  the  time  this  summer." 

It  is  a  good  thing  to  have  a  splendid  ideal  before  one's  self.  Men 
and  women  should  be  ambitious  to  reach  up  to  an  exalted  ideal,  and, 
if  possible,  attain  it.  But  if  one  have  a  grand  ideal  in  his  mind  and 
fail  to  bend  every  energy  to  realize  it,  or  will  not  make  proper  efforts 
to  approximate  it,  it  is  in  reality  a  worthless  ideal.  There  are  too 
many  who,  in  their  younger  years,  were  telling  what  great  things  they 
were  going  to  accomplish,  but  the  world  has  looked  in  vain  to  see 
them  perform  any  thing  of  material  consequence.  They  had  ideals* 
but,  for  all  practical  purposes,  they  proved  to  be  worthless.  Acer- 
tain  preacher  says:  "  I  know  of  a  case  of  a  man  who  hcs  thrown  bis 
life  away  because  he  had  created  so  grand  an  ideal  of  what  he  was 
going  to  make  of  himself  that  he  became  discouraged  at  the  prospect 
and  gave  it  up.  He  made  great  preparation  for  his  life  work.  After 
graduating  at  college  in  America,  he  went  abroad,  travelled  and  studied 
at  the  universities  there,  listened  to  all  the  great  professors,  did  every 
thing  he  could  to  perfect  and  cultivate  every  faculty  and  power  be 
possessed,  until  at  last  he  had  so  grand  a  purpose,  that  he  made  up  his 
mind  that  he  could  never  do  any  thing  that  was  worth  while,  in  the 
light  of  that  purpose;  and  he  has  been  sitting  still,  with  folded  hands, 
ever  since."  This  man's  ideal  was  a  worthless  one,  because  he  did 
not  resolutely  summon  every  energy,  supplemented  with  his  excep- 
tional advantages,  to  approximate  it,  as  far  as  possible.     Paul  had  • 
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grand  ideal  before  him,  and  he  pressed  towards  it  with  all  the  might 
he  possessed.  His  ideal  was  worth  a  great  deal  to  him. — A  Worth- 
1m  Ideal,  by  Rev.  C.  H.  Wetherbe. 

In  the  store  in  the  Pardue  block,  used  as  a  postoffice  and  corre- 
spondence room  for  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly,  is  an  ex- 
hibit which  attracts  considerable  attention.  It  is  a  collection  of  her- 
aldic and  historic  objects  typifying  the  progress  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  In  a  large  gilt  frame  is  a  copy  of  the  Mecklenburg  declara- 
tion made  May  31,  1775,  by  the  Presbyterian  citizens  of  Mecklen- 
burg county,  North  Carolina,  three  days  before  the  declaration  of  the 
Federal  Congress,  and  therefore  claimed  to  be  the  first  declaration  of 
American  independence.  Another  frame  contains  historic  memo- 
rabilia of  the  church.  It  comprises  illustrations  of  pioneer  churches 
and  ministerial  residences  of  American  Presbyterians.  There  are 
pictures  of  the  primitive  log  churches  where  worshipped  the  pioneer 
Presbyterians  of  the  country.  A  striking  contrast  is  a  picture  of  a 
modern  church  and  manse,  the  Tabernacle  in  Philadelphia.  An- 
other frame  contains  a  "  Sacramental  camp  of  pioneer  Presbyterians." 
There  is  also  an  interesting  collection  of  communion  or  sacramental 
tokens.  A  number  of  these  souvenirs  are  from  old  churches  in 
Scotland  and  Ireland.  There  is  also  an  engraving  of  the  Covenan- 
ters' communion  and  models  of  the  "old  blue  banner  of  the  cove- 
nant." A  bunch  of  Scotch  heather  hangs  between  the  banners. 
This  heather  was  brought  from  Dumfriesbire,  Scotland,  near  the 
kirk  of  Irongray,  where  in  1678  about  3,000  Covenanters  partook 
of  communion  in  the  open  air,  the  last  time  before  they  were  dis- 

Sersed  by  the  prosecutions  of  that  period.  There  is  an  exact  pro- 
uction  in  wood  of  the  seal  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  There  is  also  a  collection  of  the  seals,  shields, 
urms,  emblems  and  devices  of  various  ecclesiastical  institutions  and 
boards.  One  frame  contains  the  portraits  of  the  eleven  presidents 
rf  the  United  States  who  were  members  or  worshippers  with  Pres- 
byterian congregations.  Another  portion  contains  portraits  of  the 
»welve  women  who  worshipped  with  Presbyterian  congregations 
irhile  officiating  as  "mistress"  of  the  White  House.  The 
Collection  was  prepared  by  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  C.  McCook,  of  Phila- 
delphia, for  exhibition  at  the  World's  Fair,  but  owing  to  the  open- 
ing of  the  gates  on  Sabbath  the  articles  were  not  shown  and  are 
exhibited  for  the  first  time  in  Saratoga. — Saratogian. 


In  1875  a  military  officer  high  in  rank  in  our  service  was  requested 
by  Li  Hung  Chang  to  draft  schemes  for  military  and  naval  schools 
similar  to  ours  at  West  Point  and  Annapolis.  He  did  so,  and  requested 
permission  of  our  government  to  lay  these  plans  before  the  Chinese 
viceroy.  He  was  promptly  rebuked  by  our  Secretary  of  State,  who 
informed  him  that  it  was  not  our  policv  to  assist  China  in  anv  other 
jian  "  the  peaceful  arts  of  commerce."     At  that   time  Japanese  stu- 
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dents,  supported  by  their  government,  were  studying  the  art  of  naval 
warfare  at  Annapolis.  Perhaps  the  wisest  and  most  practical  scheme 
ever  undertaken  by  China  to  secure  for  her  people  an  initiation  into 
modern  ways  was  that  of  sending  a  large  number  of  boys  abroad  to 
be  thoroughly  educated.  As  is  known  to  every  one,  she  sent  120. 
No  higher  compliment  could  she  pay  to  us  and  our  institutions,  and 
no  stronger  uroof  could  she  give  of  her  regard  and  confidence  than  is 
found  in  the  lact  that  these  boys  were  all  sent  to  the  United  States. 
While  it  was  intended  that  some  of  the  boys  should  J  earn  muring, 
railway  construction  and  other  branches  of  engineering,  the  main  ob- 
ject of  the  "  Chinese  Educational  Mission/'  as  it  was  called,  was  to 
secure  trained  military  and  naval  officers.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  had 
there  been  any  doubt  as  to  this  part  of  the  scheme  no  part  of  it  would 
have  been  undertaken.  When  the  students  had  progressed  sufficiently 
far  in  their  studies  to  be  able  to  pass  the  necessary  examinations,  the 
Chinese  foreign  office,  through  our  legation  at  Pekin,  made  formal 
request  for  permission  to  select  certain  of  these  boys  for  admission  to 
West  Point  and  Annapolis.  The  legation  made  the  necessary  repre- 
sentation at  Washington.  A  resolution  of  Congress  was  needed  to 
open  the  doors  of  those  institutions  to  foreigners.  Neither  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  war  or  the  navy  would  move  in  the  matter,  even  to 
broach  the  subject  to  a  member  of  Congress.  The  question  of  Chi- 
nese immigration  was  beginning  to  make  itself  felt  in  our  national 
politics.  Not  a  senator  or  representative  could  be  found  who  was  I 
willing  to  introduce  the  necessary  resolution.  The  Chinese  renewed  ] 
and  reiterated  their  request,  and  the  legation  went  to  the  verge  of  j 
propriety  in  urging  it  upon  the  department  of  State,  but  after  a  hope-  ^ 
less  effort,  continued  for  nearly  three  years,  the  matter  was  abandoned 
and  all  the  students  withdrawn  from  this  country.  And  all  the  time 
that  this  request,  flattering  and  complimentary  to  us,  was  being  nrged 
and  treated  with  indifference,  Japanese  students,  supported  by  their 
government  and  admitted  under  a  congressional  resolution,  were  per- 
suing their  naval  studies  at  Annapolis.  And  the  Chinese  government 
knew  it.  It  speaks  well  for  their  patience  and  forbearing  good  nature 
that,  in  the  face  of  such  one-sided,  illogical  and  wandering  diplomacy 
on  our  part,  they  retained  any  measure  of  respect  or  kindly  feeling 
toward  us. — Mr.  Holcombe  in  Weekly  Mail  and  Express,  August  15, 
1894.  

It  is  the  belief  here  that  China  will  readily  accept  the  mediation  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  Japan  will  do  so  after  she  is  assured  of  the 
indemnity  China  will  yield.  China  has  already  gone  so  far  as  to 
notify  this  government  that  it  will  join  Japan  in  recognizing  the  com- 
plete independence  of  Corea,  which  would  result  in  the  Japanese 
evacuation  of  Corea  and  the  re-establishment  of  the  former  reigning 
powers.  China  has  also  made  known  to  this  government  that  it  waft 
willing  to  pay  a  cash  indemnity  to  Japan. —  Washington  dispatch, 
November  I  lth. 
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DITOI^IAL. 


Attention  has  lately  been  given  to  the  question  of  compulsory 
voting.  The  experiment  was  recently  tried  in  Belgium,  with  results 
not  altogether  satisfactory.  The  American  Journal  of  Politics  calls 
attention  to  the  fact  that  in  some  places  in  our  own  country  derelict 
voters  must  pay  fines.  "  Two  general  city  elections,"  it  remarks, 
"have  been  held  in  Kansas  City  since  a  charter  was  adopted  which 
contained  a  provision  imposing  a  poll  tax  of  $2.50  on  every  male  citi- 
zen over  twenty-one  years  old,  the  same  to  be  remitted  if  he  voted  at 
the  general  election.  No  attention  was  paid  to  the  provision,  and 
nearly  $100,000  stand  on  the  books  against  citizens  who  failed  to  vote* 
In  a  test  case  on  the  constitutionality  of  the  law,  Judge  Gibson  lately 
decided  it  valid,  and  that  every  tax  could  be  collected  with  interest 
and  costs."  So  Covenanters  may  be  made  to  pay  for  the  privilege  of 
maintaining  a  position  of  political  dissent. 


One  is  not  surprised  to  come  across  a  passage  of  this  kind  in  such 
a  book  as  Habits  of  Good  Society.  On  page  107  we  are  informed 
that "  There  are  several  passages  in  Holy  Writ  which  have  been  shame- 
fully, I  may  almost  say,  ludicrously  misapplied.  .  .  .  But  the 
most  impudent  appropriation  is  that  of  cleanliness  being  next  to  god- 
liness, and  the  apostle  is  made  to  affirm  that  if  you  cannot  be  religious,, 
you  should  at  least  wear  a  clean  shirt.  Of  course  a  reference  to  the 
Greek  would  show  in  a  moment  that  purity  of  mind  and  heart  is 
meant,  and  that  'cleanliness '  was  once  the  proper  English  for  purity."" 
The  author  ought  to  be  presented  with  an  English  concordance.  He 
would  not  be  so  likely  in  that  case  to  make  such  absurd  mistakes.  It 
tea  surprise,  however,  to  find  in  The  Modern  Reader,  published  by 
Sheldon  &  Company,  New  York  and  Chicago,  the  following  state- 
ment. It  occurs  on  page  57  :  " '  The  man/  says  Goethe,  '  who  would 
save  friends  must  show  himself  friendly/ "  That  occurs  almost 
verbatim  in  Proverbs  18 :  24,  and  is  one  of  the  texts  of  Scripture 
•hat  are  well  known  and  frequently  quoted.  A  mistake  of  that  kind 
a  without  excuse. 

In  all  discussions  personalities,  as  far  as  possible,  should  be  avoided, 
Principles  not  men  should  be  considered.  It  is  not  worth  while  to  pay 
attention  to  the  many  reports  put  into  circulation  in  times  of  excite- 
ment. Usually  they  are  either  without  foundation  or  greatly  exag- 
gerated. Even,  when,  as  in  our  last  issue,  it  is  necessary  to  make  a 
correction,  a  plain,  direct  statement  is  all  that  is  needed.  Thinking 
people  will  pay  far  more  attention  to  it  than  to  vehement  denunciation 
or  ugly  insinuation.  Wounds  are  often  made  by  the  indulgence  in 
personalities  that  are  never  altogether  healed.  It  is  wise  to  avoid 
hem. 

And  then  how  much  harm  to  others  than  those  directlv  interested 
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is  done!  That  is  not  a  safe  Lome  in  which  peisons  are  freely  dis- 
cussed, and  opportunity  is  afforded  for  the  expression  of  feelings  of 
hostility  or  suspicion.  No  wise  parent  will  allow  his  child  to  breathe 
such  an  atmosphere  if  he  can  prevent  it.  It  is  because  the  personal, 
element  enters  largely  into  congregational  quarrels  and  ecclesiastical 
trials  that  so  much  harm  results  from  them.  This  is  true  even  when 
agitation  is  necessary  in  order  to  maintain  principle.  Before  we  know 
it,  a  feeling  of  dislike,  or  hostility  is  aroused.  During  the  troubles  of 
1891  in  our  own  church,  a  young  woman  said  to  h*r  father,  *' Suppose 
after  all  there  is  nothing  in  it, i  religion  'and  all  are  insincere."  That 
remark  made  him  reflect  and,  while  as  determined  as  ever  to  stand  up 
for  the  right,  he  resolved  that  his  own  home  should  be  protected,  and 
principles  not  men  should  thencaforth  be  discussed. 

The  substance  of  the  following  conversation  took  place  not  very 
long  ago  : 

"  Do  you  know,"  said  one  minister  to  another,  M  that  I  am  only  now 
getting  over  impressions  occasioned  by  remarks  made  by  persons  for 
whose  opinion  1  had  respect." 

li  What  do  you  mean  ?  "  was  the  reply. 

<c  Well,  there  were  persons  whom  I  frequently  met  that  useil  in  their 
conversation  to  speak  of  some  of  their  brethren  in  a  way  to  make  one 
think  very  little  of  their  ability  or  their  integrity.  For  instance  this 
one's  motives  would  be  questioned,  that  one's  soundness,  while  of  an- 
other a  half-sneering  remark  like,  "  Oh,  you  need  not  take  any  comit  of 
him,"  would  be  made.  The  result  was  I  formed  definite  opinions  of 
persons  without  any  personal  knowledge  and  I  have  since  discovered 
that  in  some  cases  these  opinions  were  altogether  wrong." 

"What  do  you  think  now  of  the  person  who  would  intentionally 
endeavor  to  convey  such  wrong  impressions?" 

"  What  do  I  think?     I  think  he  is  unprincipled." 

That  minister  was  right.  Only  the  unprincipled  would  deliberately 
be  guilty  of  such  conduct.  All,  however,  who  do  this  very  thing  are 
not  necessarily  unprincipled.  Oft  times  very  wrong  impressions  are 
conveyed  thoughtlessly,  and  there  is  always  a  danger  that  when 
persons  are  discussed  towards  whom  we  entertain  unfriendly  feeling 
something  hurtful  or  unjust  will  be  said.  The  safe  plan  is  to  avoid 
personalities. 

The  following  paragraph  is  taken  from  a  recent  popular  work  of 
fiction.  It  relates  to  two  persons,  the  sum  and  substance  of  whose 
conversation  was  of  persons.  They  are  the  most  dangerous  and 
hateful  characters  in  the  book,  although  free  themselves  from  the  im- 
moralities of  which  many  of  those  with  whom  they  associated  were 
guilty. 

"Of  the  .  .  ..  morals  it  is  safe  to  say  that  they  would  neither 
of  them  have  broken  either  the  sixth,  seventh  or  eighth  command- 
ments; hut  they  bore  false  witness  freely — not  in  open  assertion  how- 
ever, for  that  could  be  easily  refuted,  and  fair  fight  was  not  in  their 
line.  But  when  false  witness  could  be  meanly  conveyed  by  implica- 
tion and  innuendo,  it  formed  the  staple  of  their  conversation." 
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People  who  answer  that  description  are  unprincipled  no  difference 
how  "  moral"  may  be  their  lives.  J.  W.  S. 


We  give  in  this  number  the  first  of  a  series  of  articles  in  prepara- 
tion by  our  Scotch  and  Irish  brethren,  in  view  of  the  convening,  in 
1896,  of  representatives  of  the  Covenanting  Churches  of  the  Old  and 
New  Worlds.  This  series  is  to  be  furnished  in  proof  and  this  first 
pa)>er  meets  our  people  in  the  various  church  publications. 

The  program  of  exercises  is  already  prepared,  and  an  appeal  is 
made  for  funds  to  carry  on  this  undertaking,  which  will  give  to  a  new 
generation  the  impulse  to  action  in  the  spirit  of  the  men  who  two 
centuries  ago  counted  not  their  lives  dear  to  them  that  they  might 
hold  to  Scriptural  principles  in  Church  and  State.  We,  yes,  the  land 
in  which  we  live,  has  gained  by  their  heroism.  The  occasion  is  such, 
that  in  honoring  their  memory,  the  principles  they  were  privileged  to 
maintain  will  gain  a  wider  attention  than  ever  before.  We  add  the 
following  from  the  Appeal  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Executive.  Com- 
mittee:  W. 

"The  object  of  all  these  arrangements  is  to  give  prominence  to  that 
covenanted  Reformation  which  has  conferred  inestimable  benefits  on 
the  world;  and  the  several  committees  of  our  church  are  convinced 
that  if  a  unanimous  and  enthusiastic  effort  be  put  forth  at  this  time, 
its  effect  will  be  to  deepen  the  spirituality  of  the  church,  raise  a  memo- 
rial to  the  heroes  of  the  covenanting  times,  put  honor  on  Christ  as  the 
Saviour  of  men,  and  exalt  him  in  his  dignity  and  power  as  Prince  of 
the  kings  of  the  earth.  If  this  movement  is  to  be  made  worthy  of 
such  a  supreme  design, a  large  expenditure  must  necessarily  be  incurred. 
The  various  meetings  must  be  well  advertised;  the  most  suitable 
plac.s  of  meeting  must  be  secured;  the  program  of  services  and  ad- 
dresses must  be  published  in  the  leading  secular  and  religious  papers; 
.arrangements  must  be  made  with  the  press  for  extensive  reports;  and 
the  various  papers,  sermons  and  addresses  must  be  presented  in  a  vol- 
ume immediately  thereafter,  to  serve  as  a  manual  of  instruction  for 
inquirers  and  as  a  manifesto  to  the  wo»ld  of  the  attitude  of  the  church 
on  the  living  questions  of  the  hour— copies  to  be  sent  to  members  of 
Congress  and  Parliament,  professors  in  colleges  and  editors  of  papers. 
In  short,  all  proper  methods  must  be  adopted  to  make  this  convention 
the  occasion  of  a  special  forward  movement  on  the  part  of  the  church 
in  honor  of  her  Lord.  The  committees  are  satisfied  that  these  meas- 
ures cannot  be  carried  through  without  a  sum  of  $2,000,  and  they  are 
of  opinion  that  an  appeal  fortius  amount  should  be  made  at  once, 
that  the  executive  may  be  in  a  position  to  complete  all  the  necessary 
arrangements  without  delay.  I  therefore  respectfully  but  most  earn- 
estly make  the  present  appeal  to  members  and  friends  of  the  church. 
The  movement  will,  I  am  certain,  commend  itself  to  you  and  to  every 
true-hearted  Covenanter,  and  call  forih  the  prayers  and  best  efforts  of 
all  for  its  success.     In  determining  the  amount  of  their  contributions, 
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members  and  friends  will  hear  in  remembrance  tiie  supreme  siguifi* 
cance  of  the  movement,  and  also  that  any  balance,  after  the  necessary 
expenses,  will  be  used  in  the  interests  of  the  church  and  the  advance- 
ment of  her  principles,  as  the  joint  committees  may  direct. 

"  James  Kerr,  19  Queen  Square,  Glasgow,  Scotland." 


Bible    Lessons. 


FOURTH   QUARTER,    1894. 

CHRIBT'B  TE8TIM0NY  TO  JOHN -Luke  7 :  S4-8& 
LESSON  IX.— December  «• 

Golden  Text. — Behold,  I  send  my  messenger  before  thy  face.-' 
Luke  7 :  27. 

I.  The  testimony  of  Jesus  to  John,  Vs.  24-28.  II.  The  reception 
of  this  testimony,  Vs.  29,  30.  III.  The  character  of  that  genera- 
tion, Vs.  31-35. 

Psalms  32:  8-11;  51:  1-4. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  20.  Did  God  leave  oil  mankind  to  perish  in  the  estate  of  «* 
and  misery  f 

Ans.  God  having,  out  of  Ids  mere  good  pleasure,  from  all  eternity, 
elected  some  to  everlasting  life,  did  enter  into  a  covenant  of  grace,  to 
deliver  them  out  of  the  estate  of  sin  and  misery,  and  to  bring  them 
into  an  estate  of  salvation  by  a  Redeemer. 


LESSON  X.— December  9. 

CHBI3T  TEACHING  BY  PARABLEB.-Luke  8:  4-16. 

Golden  Text. — The  seed  is  the  word  of  God. — Luke  8-11. 

I.  The  seed  by  the  wayside,  Vs.  4,  5,  11, 12,  II.  The  seed  on  the 
rock,  Vs.  6,  13.  III.  The  seed  among  thorns,  Vs.  7,  14.  IV.  The 
seed  in  good  ground,  Vs.  8,  15. 

The  parable  is  for  the  wise,  Vs.  !),  10.  It  is  hidden  to  the  foolish. 
To-day  is  as  then,  a  time  of  sowing.     The  seed  is  the  same. 

Psalms  49:  16-20;  119  :  33-37. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  21.      Who  is  the  Redeemer  of  Godys  elect? 

Ans.  The  only  Redeemer  of  God's  elect  is  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
who,  being  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  became  man,  and  so  was,  andcon- 
tinueth  to  be,  God  and  man,  in  two  distinct  natures,  and  one  persoD, 
for  ever. 

I.FSSON    XI.— December    10, 

THE  TWELVE  SENT  FORTH.-Matthew  10:  6-16. 

Golden  Text. — As  ye  go,  preach,  saying}  Jlie  kingdom  of  heart* 
is  at  hand. — Matthew  10:  7. 
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I.  To  whom  the  twelve  were  sent,  Vs.  5,  6.  II.  The  mission  of 
le  twelve,  Vs.  7,  8.  III.  The  maintenance  of  the  twelve,  Vs.  9-11. 
V.  The  reception  of  the  twelve  and  their  demeanor,  Vs.  12-16. 

Psalms  132: 15-18;  89:  15, 16. 

8horter  catechism. 

Ques.  22.     How  did  Christ,  being  the  Son  of  God,  become  man  t 
Ans.     Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  became  man,  by  taking  to  himself  a 
rue  body  and  a  reasonable  soul ;  being  conceived  by  the  power  of  the 
loly  Ghost,  in  the  womb  of  the  virgin  Mary,  and  born  of  her,  yet 
vithout  sin. 

LESSON  XII.— December  83. 

WARHIHG  AGAIHST  SINS.-EpheiUni  6 :  11-20. 

Golden  Text.— Be  not  drunk  with  wine,  wherein  is  excess  ;  but  be 
Wed  with  the  SpirU.—Ephesmns  5 :  18. 

This  is  the  temperance  lesson  for  to-day.  There  is  also  given  in 
compliance  with  the  disposition  to  add  times  aud  seasons,  the  option  of 
a  Christmas  lesson :  The  Prince  of  Peace,  Isa.  9  :  2-7 ;  the  Golden 
Text,  the  first  part  of  verse  7,  a  lesson  chosen  as  if  December  25th  is 
the  birthday  of  Jesus,  whereas  all  know  this  cannot  be  determined. 
Religion  is  not  promoted  by  the  observance  of  Christmas.  The  weekly 
Sabbath  has  suffered  very  much  from  many  observers  of  Christmas. 
The  voice  of  history  is  clear  herein. 

I.  Sinful  fellowship  is  forbidden,  Vs.  11-13.  II.  A  Christian 
manner  of  life  is  pressed,  Vs.  14-17.  III.  Spiritual  worship  is  en- 
joined, Vs.  18-2& 

There  is  a  life  in  social  gatherings  which  comes  from  intoxication, 
more  or  less  deep.  There  is  the  exhilaration,  the  volubility  of  a  drinker. 
Over  against  this  is  the  joy,  the  life  of  the  people  of  God  by  his 
Spirit.  The  matter  of  praise,  what  the  lips  are  to  voice,  are  the  Scrip- 
ture Psalms  (all  the  titles  here  given  were  in  the  septuagint,  among 
the  titles  of  the  Psalms).  The  service  is  to  be  one  of  thankfulness, 
lc giving  thanks  always." 

Psalms  119 :  137-142 ;  24  :  3,  4. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  23.      What  offices  doth  Christ  execute  as  our  Redeems  ? 

Ans.     Christ  as  our  Redeemer  executed)  the  offices  of  a  prophet, 

°f  a  priest,  and  of  a  king,  both  in  his  estate  of  humiliation  and  exalta- 
tion. 

m 

L.ESSOX   XI 1 1. —December  30. 

REVIEW-LB880N8  FROM  THE  LIFE  OF  OUR  LORD. 

Golden  Text. — Jesus  Christ  the  same  yesterday,  and  to-day,  and 
brever. — Hebrews  13  :  8. 
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Mai'riages. — Register  of  Baptisms, 


[Deo. 


TITLES. 


I.  Jesus  at  Nazareth 

ii.  The  Draught  of  Fishes. 


in.  A    Sabbath   in   Caper- 
naum  

iv.  A  Paralytic  Healed.. . . 


v.  Jesus  Lord  of  the  Sab- 
bath  

vi.  The  Twelve  Chosen. . . 


vii.  The    Sermon    on    the 
Mount 

vni.  Opposition  to  Christ. . . 


ix.  Christ's    Testimony  to 

John 

x.  Christ  Teaching  by  Par- 
ables  

xi.  The  Twelve  Sent  Forth. 


xii.  Warning  Against  Sins.. 
xiii.  Review 


LESSONS. 


Luke  4: 16-30... 
Luke  5:  1-11... 

Mark  1:21-34.. 

Mark  2: 1-12... 


Mark  2;  23-28  ; 

3: 1-5. 
Mark  3:  6-19.... 


Luke  6:20-31... 

Mark  3:  2285.. 

Luke  7:  24-85... 
Luke  8:  4  15. . . 
Matt.  10:5-16.. 

Ephep.  5:11-20. 


GOLDEN  TEXT. 


See  that  ye  refuse  not  him  that 

speaketh.— Heb.  18: 26. 
Come  ye  after  me,  and  I  will 

make  you  to  become  Ashen 

of  men. — Mark  1 :  17. 
He  taught  them  as  one  that  had 

authority,    and    not  as  the 

scribes.— Mark  1 :  22. 
The  Son  or  man  hath  power  or 

earth  to  forgive  sins. — Mark 

2:10. 
The  Son  of  man  is  Lord  also  of  i 

the  Sabbath.— Mark  2:  28. 
I  have  chosen  you,  and  ordained  I 

you,  that  you  should  go  aid  * 

bring  forth  fruit,— John  15:  II 
As  you  would  that  men  should  . 

do  to  you,  do  ye  alto  to  theai 

likewise. — Luke  6:  8L. 
He  came  unto  his  own,  and  hil  . 

own  received  him  not— Joha  < 

1:11. 
Behold,  I  send  my  messenger 

before  thy  face. — Luke  7: 27. 
The  seed  is  the  word  of  God- 
Luke  8: 11. 
As  ye  go,  preach,  saving,  Tfce 

kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  haul 

—Matt.  10:  7. 
Be  not  drunk  with  wine,  where* 

in  is  excess;  hut  be  filled  with 

the  Spirit.— Eph.  5: 18. 
Jesus  Christ  the  same  yester- 
day, and  to-day,  and  for  ever. 

—Heb.  13:  8. 


Psalms  22:  22-24;  36:  9,  10. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  24.     How  doth  Christ  execute  the  office  of  a  prophet? 
Am.     Christ  executed)  the  office  of  a  prophet,  in  revealing  to  as, 
by  his  word  and  Spirit,  the  will  of  God  for  our  salvation. 


Marriages, 


Bt  Rev.  J.  W.  Sproull,  D.  D.,  at  229  North  avenue,  Allegheny,  October  16* 
1894.  Albert  E.  Fleming  and  Miss  Mae  Woodward. 


Register^  of    j 

3aptisms. 

KAHK. 

PARENTS. 

Chester  ami  Minnie.... 
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WHEN  BORN. 
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CONOBEQA- 

TIOK.                    IIIKUTM. 
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Editorial. 


G  R  E  E  T  I  N  G 


th  this  issue  we  commence  the  thirty-third  volume  of  the  Re- 
E3>  Presbyterian  and  Covenanter.  Notwithstanding  the 
KH18  church  publications,  there  is  evidenced  a  felt  need  for  a 
bly  magazine,  in  which  shall  he  preserved  in  permanent  form  the 
is  of  the  church,  and  matter  that  is  of  more  than  temporary  or 
importance. 

r  the  deep  interest  manifested  in  the  magazine  and  the  many 
words  of  encouragement,  we  return  our  thanks.  We  ask  a  eon- 
nce  of  the  interest,  and  shall  do  what  we  can  to  merit  the  confi- 

and  support  of  the  church. 

r  friends  can  do  much  to  aid  us  in  our  efforts.  We  ask  then* 
I  us:  By  preparing  for  publication  brief  articles  on  live  subjc  i*s 
orwarding  promptly  such  items  of  news  as  are  of  general  interest . 

endeavoring  to  increase  our  subscription  li.-t.     There  arc  manv 
ir  homes  in  which    none  of  the  publications  of  our  church  art- 
la     No  one  can   understand    or  enter   heaitilv  into  the  work  of 
btirch  who  does  not  read  iN  publications. 

•  those  who  are  delinquent  paying  what  is  due  ;  Si. 00  a  year  i* 
lit  sum.  There  is  no  immh!  reason  why  .subscribers  should  fall 
arrears  We  a*k  each  to  examine  th<  tab  011  this  number 
if  last  year's  subscription  has  not  Iwh  n  paid,  to  forward 
,ptly  what  is  due;  $1.00  additional  will  pay  to  18!»6.  Why 
>ay  in  advance? 

>  our  subscribers,  one  and  all.  we  extend  the  greetings  of  the 
11.  That  this  may  be  the  most  prosperous  of  all  the  years  ii: 
rilling  that  relates  to  tlcir  permanent  prosperity  is  the  prayer  oi 
dftors. 

$9X 1  I  TS 


These  men  in  the  formative  period  of  their  lives  were  not  at 
lain  the  training  necessary  to  fit  them  for  public  place.  The 
them  from  the  schools,  shut  them  off  from  the  colleges  of  tl 
They  hurried  to  the  field  of  baltle,  which  they  left  in  1865 
and  broken.  They  have  no  grasp  of  the  needs  of  the  001 
acquaintance  with  it  adequate  to  the  lash  of  legislation. 

The  Republican  party  has  gained  an  overwhelming  victo: 
lower  House  of  Congress  passes  into  its  hands  this  year,  with 
unbroken  northern  delegation  ami  with  a  number  of  repres 
from  the  South.  There  is  a  certain  danger  in  the  great  net 
triumph  :  it  may  turn  the  heads  of  the  leaders.  In  this  day 
issues  are  not  enough  to  keep  op  enthusiasm,  not  enough  t 
people.  Other  issues  are  pressing — issues  of  morals  and 
Harrison  largely  ignored  these,  and  was  set  aside  hy  the  Go' 
nations.  The  party,  it  now  appears,  will  c:  me  into  full  pow 
The  Lord  may  give  it  again  an  opportunity  to  serve  him  as  ii 
It  is  to  be  feared,  however,  that  its  leaders  will  not  have  tin 
to  discern  the  Signs  of  the  Times,  so  that  by  leaving  off  extr 
and  curbing  covetousness,  by  inquiring  into  the  ravages  i 
drink,  by  honoring  the  Sabbath  and  by  confessing  the  Lore 
Christ,  it  may  secure  to  the  party  and  to  the  country  t  lie  favo 
by  whom  kings  reign  and  princes  decree  justice. 

PSALMODY. 

The  matter  of  Psalmody  has  been  under  discussion  in  the  ( 
Rtformer.  We  gave  in  our  November  number  the  experience 
Dr.  Henry  Cooke.     It  was  not  used  in  advance  of  a  need  for 
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are  not  creeds.  .  .  .  These  societies  are  working  societies.  .  . 
Heir  conventions  are  meetings  of  workers.  .  .  .  Since  they  are 
not  worshipping,  but  working  societies,  may  there  not  be  singing  done 
in  their  conventions  not  designed  for  praise?  And  if  so,  may  not 
iniuspired  songs  be  sung  when  it  is  so  understood  ?  Does  any  one 
ake  the  ground  that  it  is  a  sin  to  sing  anything  that  is  not  inspired  ? 
[f  so,  why  is  it  right  to  recite  an  uninspired  piece  of  poetry,  but  wrong 
o sing  it?  Where  is  the  authority  for  this  fine  distinction  in  the  use 
>f  the  voice?"  And  so  on,  till  the  paragraph  closes  with  the  state- 
nent  that  good  may  be  done  by  going  into  such  societies,  introducing 
he  psalms  for  the  praise  service. 

The  questions  bring  up  suggestions  and  temptations  that  have  come 
3  any  one  who  has  finally  been  convinced  of  the  exclusive  claims  of 
be  inspired  Psalmody.  They  need  to  be  followed  up  by  arguments 
)r  these  claims,  and  this  is  what  we  may  expect  from  the  Dissenter. 
leanwhile  (this  is  written  December  5th)  we  would  make  answer, 
t  matters  not  as  to  the  effect  of  this  writing,  that  the  author  of  it 
lys :  "  We  are  not  offering  any  answer  to  these  questions."  This  is 
ot  a  true  view  of  a  song  service  of  these  large  Christian  assemblies, 
"he  brethren  of  other  denominations  do  not  so  regard  their  song 
jrvice.  They  offer  praise.  May  we  say  then  that  in  their  assemblies 
'  the  distinctions. are  kept  in  mind,  the  service  can  be  engaged  in  ? 
an  such  casuistry  avail  and  prevail  ? 

A  few  years  ago  we  had  need  to  say  that  the  line  proposed  cannot 
)  maintained.  The  reply  made  contained  this  assertion  :  "Cove- 
tnter  ministers  go  to  Ocean  Grove  and  Asbury  Park,  attend  the 
ssembly  exercises  and  sing  the  hymns  like  thrushes.*'  They  drew 
e  distinction?  Perhaps.  Some  of  these  thrushes  have  taken  their 
g«»t. 

Here  we  should  like  to  re-produce  in  full,  did  space  allow,  an  edi- 
»rial  of  our  issue  for  June,  lb78,  "  Increasing  Use  of  Hymns  in 
Worship."  In  it  it  is  said  :  "  Meetings  such  as  those  conducted  by 
loody  &  San  key,  where  the  excitement  is  most  intense,  Lave  done 
lore  to  crowd  out  the  old  psalms  than  almost  any  other  cause."     It 

well  known,  as  that  editorial  states,  that  the  hymns  supplant  the 
salms  among  the  Presbyterians  of  Scotland.  Mr.  Sankey  told  us 
ow  the  work  was  done.  Nineteen  years  ago,  after  his  circuit  with 
[r.  Moody  in  the  British  Isles,  he  said,  referring  to  Scotland  :  "  They 
,  first  found  difficulty  in  inducing  people  to  sing  their  hymns,  as  the 
resbyterians  preferred  their  version  of  the  psalms.  The  evangelists 
ere  accustomed  to  sing  the  100th,  23d,  and  40th  psalms,  or  the  1st, 
)7th,  and  125th  hymns  of  the  collection,  and  then  ask  the  Presbyte- 
aus  to  sing,  *  Hold  the  Fort,'  which  they  usually  did,  and  at  length 
ng  any  one  of  the  hymns."  Only  a  little  practice  is  needed,  and  to 
ie  winds  with  any  principle!  In  vain  will  the  youth  of  our  church 
»  led  by  its  ministry  into  enthusiastic  hymn-singing  assemblies  and 
en  held  by  their  cautions  against  the  use  of  uninspired  matter  of 
•aiae, especially  when  a  distinction  is  at  hand  to  cover  the  act.     We 


4  Editorial.  [Jan. 

can  only  briefly  refer  to  Rev.  Dr.  W.  T.  Meloy's  Chicago  letter  is 
given  the  United  Presbyterian  of  November  8th.  The  topic  is  "Loy- 
alty to  the  Church."  We  have  room  only  for  this  :  "  I  don't  want 
you  to  be  ashamed  of  your  colors  and  especially  of  your  United  Pres- 
byterian colors.  Stand  by  your  principles.  They  have  been  tested 
and  found  worthy.  Your  Young  People's  Christian  Union  pin  isa 
better  badge  than  that  of  any  other  society  ;  that  is,  if  you  are  in 
sympathy  with  our  church,  for  this  is  the  only  young  people's  organi- 
zation that  does  not  displace  God's  songs  for  those  of  some  uninspired 
rhymester." 

We  have  faith  in  our  church.  She  evidenced  her  vitality  at  last 
Synod  by  her  missionary  spirit,  by  her  unanimous  choice  of  one  of 
her  ministry  to  press  her  testimony  on  national  religion;  and  when 
she  comes  to  feel  the  adverse  pressure,  she  will  show  her  vitality 
again  by  organizing  her  youth  under  her  own  parental  care,  as  the 
Methodist  body,  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  and  others  have 
done.  She  needs  her  youth.  Her  mission  is  not  yet  accomplished. 
"The  new  wine  is  in  the  cluster.  Destroy  it  not;  for  a  blessing b 
in  it."  W. 

OUR  DUTY  TO  THOSE  ABOUT  US. 


How  shall  we  retain  our  members,  keep  our  young  people  in  the 
church  and  bring  into  our  communion  from  the  outside  ?  These  are 
questions  of  greatest  importance  to  us.  Upon  the  answer  we  give 
to  them  will  depend  the  future  growth,  if  not  the  very  existence  of 
our  church  in  this  country. 

The  conditions  are  altogether  different  to-day  from  what  they  were 
even  twenty-five  years  ago.  Members  of  different  churches  mingle 
more  with  one  another.  Theie  is  more  co-operation  in  Christian 
work.  In  the  numerous  benevolent  and  reform  organizations  our 
members,  especially  our  young,  are  brought  into  contact  with  those 
of  other  denominations.  Naturally  for  this  reason  differences  are 
belittled.  Points  of  agreement  are  emphasized.  There  is  a  danger 
that  for  this  reason  denominational  differences  may  be  forgotten,  and 
the  larger  bodies  increase  in  numbers  at  the  expense  of  the  smaller. 
This  has  been  to  an  extent  the  effect  already. 

Because  of  this,  however,  it  will  not  do  to  oppose  all  co-operation, 
attempt  to  keep  our  members  away  from  outside  organization  and 
live  exclusively  within  ourselves.  The  congregation  that  adopts  such 
a  course  will  necessarily  decrease  steadily  in  numbers  and  in  power.  Io 
the  present  age  such  a  course  is  an  impossibility.  The  part  of  wis- 
dom is  to  recognize  this  and  act  in  such  a  way  that  in  the  forward 
movements  of  the  age  our  church  will  take  an  active  part  and  frofl 
them  reap  substantial  benefit. 

More  than  ever  before  is  it  necessary  that  our  people  have  an  in- 
telligent conception  of  our  position.  When  they  are  made  to  under- 
stand  what  as  a  church  we  represent,  the  scriptural  character  of  our 
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testimony  and  to  believe  that  sooner  or  later  it  will  triumph,  there 
will  be  no  danger  of  them  leaving  our  communion  even  though  they 
co-o|ierate  with  others  as  far  as  they  consistently  can. 

We  ought  also  to  do  what  is  in  our  power  to  make  those  about 
08 acquainted  with  our  distinctive  position.  Its  importance,  the  fact 
that  we  alone,  as  we  believe,  consistently  maintain  it,  and  the  golden 
opportunities  afforded  for  proclaiming  it,  emphasize  the  necessity 
for  our  doing  now  what  we  can  to  bring  it  to  geueral  attention. 
Aggressive  work  in  this  way  will  deepen  our  faith  in  our  testimony, 
and  jo  its  ultimate  triumph. 

In  connection  with  all  this  it  is  our  duty  to  make  earnest  efforts  to 
reach  with  the  gospel  the  unsaved  about  us.  This  part  of  our  work 
we  have  neglected,  and  to  our  great  loss. 

Perhaps  to  no  one  cause  is  this  neglect  so  much  to  be  attributed  as 
to  the  existence  of  a  feeling  that  we  as  a  church  are  not  fitted  for  or 
not  called  to  engage  in  such  work.  For  this  there  is  no  excuse. 
There  is  only  the  one  commission.  The  words  of  the  Saviour  are 
addressed  to  us  as  well  as  to  others.  We  can  reach  the  unsaved 
masses  as  effectively  as  can  they.  The  duty  is  just  as  urgent  on  us. 
To  claim  that  a  Covenanter  minister  because  of  the  principles  which 
he  holds  cannot  effectively,  or  must  not  endeavor  to  proclaim  the 
simple  truths  of  the  gospel  to  the  spiritually  dead  is  a  confession  that 
oar  position  is  not  scriptural.  Any  position  that  prevents  obedience 
to  the  Saviour's  commands  is  not  scriptural. 

By  engaging  earnestly  in  the  work  of  evangelization  we  can  build 
op  our  own  church.  To  understand  the  Covenanter  position,  to 
accept  it  and  to  consistently  maintain  it,  does  not  require  any  very  great 
degree  of  intelligence.  What  is  needed,  and  this  is  always  needed,  is 
*  hearty  acceptance  of  the  Saviour  and  a  willingness  to  submit  im- 
plicitly to  his  guidance.  Where  there  is  this  spirit  of  consecration  it 
Mas  easy  to  make  Covenanters  out  of  those  who  are  without  the 
church  as  out  of  any  other  class. 

We  have  acted  too  long  on  the  theory  that  we  are  not  called  to 
fflissionateat  home.  Even  whore  there  is  not  a  willingness  to  admit  a 
Wief  in  it,  the  practice  shows  that  nevertheless  we  act  on  it.  We 
do  leave  the  perishing  to  perish  without  making  any  earnest  effort  to 
save  them. 

Were  a  neighbrr's  house  on  fire,  the  lives  of  the  inmates  endan- 
gered and  we  to  refuse  to  arouse  them,  leaving  them  to  their  fate,  the 
community  would  look  upon  us  as  murderers.  No  excuse  we  could 
wing  would  be  regarded  as  a  justification  of  our  brutal  conduct. 
The  dead  and  charred  bodies  would  so  effectively  testify  against  us 
that  our  mouths  would  be  closed. 

We  profess  to  believe  in  a  heaven  to  he  sought  and  a  h?ll  to  be 
ivoided,  that  all  who  die  without  Christ  will  be  lost,  that  the  gospel 
8 sufficient  to  save  the  very  worst,  and  that  the  church  has  l>een  es- 
iblished  for  the  very  purpose  of  saving  souls.  Yet  we  make  scarcely 
Djr  effort  to  save  them. 
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Our  churches  are  poorly  attended,  our  congregations  scarcely  hold 
their  own,  all  around  us  are  thesadead  whom  by  the  help  of  God  we 
can  reach  and  bring  into  the  church,  and  yet  we  do  little  or  nothing, 
comforting  ourselves  too  often  with  the  belief  that  God  has  called  us 
to  something  higher  and  better.  What  right  have  we  to  take  such 
comfort  to  ourselves  ?  It  is  not  very  pleasant  to  think  of  souls  eter- 
nally lost  through  our  neglect.  It  must  be  a  good  reason,  indeed, 
that  will  justify  such  conduct  when  we  shall  render  our  account  to 
the  just  Judge. 

An  incident  that  lately  happened  brought  this  subject  very  forcibly 
to  our  attention.  In  the  square  in  which  is  the  church  building 
where  we  worship  live  several  families,  which  it  now  appears  seldom 
ever  attended  church  and  whose  children  did  not  go  regularly  to  any 
Sabbath  School.  This  has  been  the  case  for  years.  No  special 
notice,  however,  was  taken  of  them.  Indeed,  no  earnest  effort  was 
made  to  find  out  the  spiritual  needs  of  those  who  lived  in  the  square. 
We  acted  on  the  principle  that  as  the  church  building  was  there,  the 
doors  were  open  every  Sabbath  and  all  who  wished  to  come  were  wel- 
come ;  it  was  not  our  place  to  go  out  and  hunt  up  people  to  attend  oar 
services.  The  result  was  that  nothing  was  done  to  awakeu  these  peo- 
ple to  a  realization  of  their  condition.  Lately  a  different  policy  hat 
been  adopted.  The  neglected  are  looked  after.  Already  the  effect 
for  good  is  seen. 

For  that  congregation  to  excuse  its  former  neglect  on  the  ground  that 
its  work  was  to  contend  for  its  distinctive  principles,  or  that  having 
built  a  house  of  worship  and  provided  preaching  it  had  done  ils  duty, 
would  be  wicked.  Its  neglect  was  inexcusable,  and  so  is  that  of 
every  congregation  that  doesn't  endeavor  to  reach  with  the  gospel  the 
perishing  about  it.  The  command  of  the  Master  is  "go."  The 
"highways  and  lanes  "  are  to  be  visited.  Those  without  are  to  be 
"  compelled  "  "  to  come  in."  If  God  dealt  with  us  as  we  do  with  our 
fellow  man,  our  case  would  be  hopeless,  indeed.  Let  us  learn  from 
God's  dealings  with  us. 

It  is  time  we  begin  to  act  on  a  radically  different  principle  from 
that  upon  which  we  have  practically  acted  in  the  past.  It  is  time 
we  recognize  the  fact  that  we  owe  a  duty  to  the  spiritually  destitute 
in  our  midst  and  that  our  position  as  a  church  peculiarly  fits  us  to 
reach  them  with  the  gospel  message.  Resolved  to  do  all  in  our  power 
to  proclaim  to  nations  the  grand  truths  of  Christ's  headship  and  to 
maintain  consistently  our  position,  we  should  alno  resolve  that  we* will 
do  what  we  can  to  bring  the  most  degraded  about  us  under  Christ's  rule. 

Engaging  in  this  work  in  the  right  spirit  we  shall  have  no  reason 
to  complain  that  our  congregations  are  decreasing  or  that  our  efforts 
to  honor  Christ  are  not  successful.  J.  AV.  S. 
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5NANTBRISM  IN  THE  MOHAWK  VALLEY,  NEW  YORK.* 

i 

i  of  the  richest  and  most  beautiful  valleys  in  New  York  lies  a 
iles  west  of  Albany,  and  along  either  side  of  the  picturesque 
vrk  river.  To  the  south  of  this  stream  were  the  towns  of 
^ctady,  Duanesburgh  and  Priucetown  or  Curriesbush.  To  the 
were  the  settlements  of  Galway  or  Gallo-vay,  Broad  Albin,  Mil- 
id  Johnstown.  Some  years  previous  to  the  National  Indepen- 
this  region  began  to  be  settled  by  a  thrifty  and  religious 
j  from  the  Highlands  of  Scotland.  They  were  »of  the 
pterian  faith,  and  bringing  their  religion  with  them,  soon  formed 
elves  into  societies  and  congregations.  Among  those  who 
[uently  became  Covenanters,  was  John  McCollum,  who  came  to 
cinity  of  Duanesburgh,  as  per  his  certificate  of  character  as  a 
nan,  May  18,  1775.  He,  with  his  son  John,  and  others, 
ized  the  first  meeting  for  prayer.  On  May  11,  1784,  Walter 
ell,  with  his  family,  arrived  from  Scotland,  and  settled  upon  a 
near  by  in  the  following  September.  He  was  accompanied 
Baltimore  by  Andrew  Wingate  and  his  son.  On  the  13th  of 
nber,  1784,  Walter  Maxwell,  Andrew  Wingate  and  John 
er,  got  possession  of  the  deed  of  Lot  No.  14,  then  occupied  by 
Robinson,  from  John  Duncan,  for  £101.5.  In  the  fall  of  1789, 
>eople  began  the  erection  of  a  stone  church  in  Priucetown,  Walter 
ell  soliciting  funds  in  Albany  and  Schenectady  for  its  com- 
i.  In  April, 1790,  a  congregation  of  the  Presbyterian  faith  was 
zed,  with  Walter  Maxwell  and  Samuel  McKee,  ruling  elders, 
g  other  prominent  members  were  John  and-  Daniel  Stuart, 
tLiddle,  Andrew  McMillan  (a  Covenanter),  and  John  Ferguson, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Galway  or  Galloway,  were  the  families  of 
Bourns,  Alex.  Glenn,  Robert  Speer,  Hugh  Ross,  etc.  The  Rev. 
roung  became  the  pastor  at  Princetown  and  vicinity,  the  people 
Iway  being  desirous  of  part  of  his  time,  but  Mr.  Young  departed 
tily  in  March,  1791,  for  Montreal.  In  October,  1791,  Rev.  Mr. 
;ath  preached  in  the  vicinity.  In  February,  1792,  the  congre- 
of  Duanesburgh  was  augmented  by  the  arrival  of  John  Cullings 
imily  from  Scotland.  Walter  Maxwell  attended  presbytery  in 
y,  March  6,  1792,  and  petitioned  for  a  supply  of  preaching  for 
incetown  (or  Duanesburgh)  congregation.  Latitudinarian  views 
►ose  practices  began  to  creep  into  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  a 
>n  was  sent  up  to  presbytery  by  this  congregation,  June  5, 1792, 
ning  grievances  on  this  account.  The  congregation  was  increased 
ober,  1792,  by  the  families  of  Thomas  and  Charles  Liddle. 
the  4th  of  January,  1793,  a  congregational  meeting  was  held  in 

ry  of  Walter  Maxwell.      Historical  sermon  by  Rev.  S.  M.  Ramsey.      Life 
l.  McLeod.     Minutes  of  Reformed  Presbytery. 
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the  Princetown  church,  to  ascertain  who  would  continue  to  adhere  to 
the  Confession  of  Faith  and  the  ancient  and  accepted  usages  in  wor- 
ship of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and,  on  the  15th  of  February,  sent  a 
declinature  to  the  presbytery,  which,  on  the  19th,  was  presented  by 
Walter  Maxwell  at  the  meeting  in  Ballstou.  Along  with  the 
declinature  was  a  request  to  be  disjoined  from  the  presbytery  and 
body.  This  determined  stand  for  principle  evidently  called  oat  the 
action  of  the  presbytery,  for,  on  the  6th  of  March,  1793,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
McDonald  was  sent  to  preach  in  the  Princetown  church,  and  to  pass 
the  sentence  of  excommunication  upon  the  session  and  all  those  who 
adhered  to  them.  The  people  both  at  Princetown  and  Galway,  were 
now  seeking  after  truth.  Under  the  direction  of  Andrew  McMillan 
and  James  Dunse  (Covenanters),  they  were  led  to  carefully  examine 
the  system  of  principles  held  by  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Churdt. 
After  prayerful  consideration,  the  congregations  both  in  Prinoetowa 
and  Galway,  with  the  adjacent  societies,  intelligently  and  heartily 
adopted  the  Testimony  of  the  Covenanter  Church,  March  28,  1798, 
which  is  the  date  of  the  organization  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
congregations  of  Duanesburgh  and  Galway.  The  elders  at  Duantt* 
burgh  and  Princetown  were  (1793)  Walter  Maxwell,  Samuel  McKee, 
George  Duguid,  A  ndrew  McMillan  and  Hugh  Ross.  At  Galway  the 
elders  were  John  Burns,  Alex.  Glenn  and  Robert  Speer.  Mr.  Alex. 
McLeod,  a  young  Scotchman  recently  arrived,  taught  a  select  school 
in  the  vicinity,  and  began  to  attend  the  society  meetings. 

During  the  summer  of  1793,  Rev.  James  McKinney,  a  Covenanter 
minister  just  arrived  from  Ireland,  came  into  the  vicinity  and 
preached  with  great  acceptance.  On  the  second  Sabbath  Mr. 
McKinney  preached  a  great  sermon  on  Psalm  27  :4,  which  not  only 
delighted  the  people,  but  made  such  an  impression  upon  the  mind  of 
young  Alex.  McLeod  that  he  at  once  cast  in  his  lot  with  these  pious 
Covenanters  and  decided  to  prepare  for  the  ministry  in  the  church. 
Mr.  McKinney  had  fled  from  Ireland  to  escape  the  punishment  for 
preaching  a  sermon  on  "The  Rights  of  God,"  which  the  British  spies 
at  the  time  of  the  Irish  rebellion  regarded  as  treasonable.  On  the 
30th  of  December,  1794,  a  meeting  was  held  at  Walter  Maxwells 
house,  together  with  commissioners  from  Galway,  to  send  a  petition  to 
the  Covenanter  Presbytery  in  Ireland  for  the  purging  of  Mr.  McKinney 
with  a  view  to  his  settlement  among  them.  Some  time  having  elarsea 
in  communicating,  a  meeting  was  held  October  19th,  1795,  pt  the 
house  of  John  Humpha,  to  consider  the  letter  received  from  the 
Covenanter  ministers  recently  arrived  in  South  Carolina,  and  also  the 
one  from  Mr.  McKinney.  Alex.  McLeod  and  Andrew  McMillan 
were  sent  to  Galway  to  treat  with  that  congregation,  and  then  answer 
Mr.  MeKinney's  letter.  On  the  1st  of  February,  1796,  Walter 
Maxwell  and  Robert  Liddle  were  sent  also  to  Galway  (or  New  Pauley), 
to  confer  about  sending  a  petition  to  Ireland  for  a  minister.  Receiv- 
ing encouraging  word,  the  Duanesburgh  congregation  met  February 
5,  1796,  and  the  following  heads  of  families  were  enrolled  as  favoring 


B95.]       Covenanter Urn  in  the  Mohawk  Valley ,  New  York.  9 

le  settlement  of  Mr.  McKinney  as  their  pastor,  viz:  Robert  Liddle, 
Salter  Maxwell,  Charles  Tullock,  John  Cullings,  Adam  Singer, 
araes  lugersoll,  James  Humpha,  Andrew  and  Daniel  McMillan, 
araes  Young,  John  Cameron,  John  McCollum,  James  McBain,  John 
imith,  Thomas  Kelly  and  George  Robb.  They  raised  nearly  £7, 
nd  sent  a  commissioner  to  New  York  City,  to  urge  the  call  on  MY. 
klcKinney.  On  the  14th  of  February,  1796,  Mr.  McKinney  came 
uto  the  vicinity  and  preached  in  all  the  settlements  for  some  time. 
V.t  a  society  meeting  held  at  Walter  Maxwell's,  July  2,  1796,  the 
o  I  lowing  women  were  received,  viz:  Mrs.  Liddle,  Mrs.  Tullock,  Mrs. 
>mith,  Mrs.  McCollum,  Mrs.  Cameron,  Mrs.  Maxwell,  Mrs.  McBain, 
kirs.  McMillan,  Mrs.  John  McCIumphaand  Mrs.  McCrea.  Likewise 
he  following  intending  communicants,  viz:  Mrs.  John  McClumpha, 
Mire.  James  McBain,  Sire.  John  McCollum,  Mrs.  Charles  Tullock, 
Mi's.  John  Cameron,  Alex.  McLeod,  John  Smith  and  Thomas  Liddle. 
3u  the  9th  of  November,  1796,  the  society  sent  a  commissioner  to  a 
Jorresponding  meeting  in  New  York  City.  Mr.  McKinney  preached 
in  Princetown  on  Sabbath,  December  4th;  in  Gal  way  the  11th;  at 
Mr.  Black's  on  the  25th,  leaving  the  next  day  for  Philadelphia. 

A  new  subscription  was  gotten  up  for  Mr.  McKinney,  amounting 
to  £8.2,  and  he  preached  again  throughout  the  vicinity  in  June,  1797, 
and  solicited  funds  to  the  amount  of  £4  for  the  erection  of  a  church 
in  Philadelphia.  Mr.  McKinney  accepted  the  call  to  Duanesburgh, 
Galway,  and  vicinity,  arriving! with  his  family  at  Galway,  October 
26, 1797,  and  on  Sabbath,  the  29th,  preached  his  first  sermon  there 
as  the  pastor. 

At  a  meeting  held  in  the  house  of  James  lugersoll,  Nov.  9,  1797, 
tbe  following  subscribers  were  to  pay  one  quarter  of  their  stipends  to 
Mr.  McKinney's  support,  viz.:  Adam  Singer,  §12;  Robert  Liddle, 
$40;  Daniel  Stuart,  §25  ;  John  Cameron,  §15  ;  John  Clumpha,  §15; 
James  Young,  §25;  Walter  Maxwell,  §20;  John  Cullings,  §16; 
George  Duguid,  §20;  John  McCollum,  §20;  Andrew  McMillan, 
$20;  Charles  Tullock,  §25;  James  Ingersoll,  §25  ;  George  Dunbar, 
$10;  James  McBain,  $15;  and  Daniel  McMillan,  §20. 

At  a  meeting  at  the  house  of  Dr.  Friend,  April  30,  1793,  the 
Duanesburgh  session  resolved  to  add  to  its  numbers,  as  two  or  three 
°f  the  former  elders  had  evidently  ceased,  for  some  reason,  to  act. 
The  congregation  proceeded  according  to  the  directory  in  such  cases. 
The  election  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Robert  Liddle,  James  Young 
and  John  Cullings  for  ruling  elders.  The  following  queries  were 
then  put  to  the  people:  "If  you  know  of  any  others  better,  or  have 
objections  to  these,  make  it  known  ;  if  you  agree  with  this  choice, 
loake  it  known  by  writing,  with  each  member's  name  assigned." 

Alex.  McLeod,  who  had  studied  theology  under  Mr.  McKinney, 
and  had  been  licensed  bv  the  recently  re-organized  Reformed  Pres- 
fcytery,  June  24,  1799,  preached  for  the  first  time  in  the  Princetown 
church,  August  II,  1799,  his  texts  being  Song  of  Solomon,  6:1-3; 
and  John  8  :12.     The  Reformed  Presbytery  met  here  in  June,  1800, 
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to  consider  some  dissatisfaction  which  the  Gal  way  people  had  with  Mr. 
McKinney,  and  also  to  apportion  more  satisfactorily  his  time  among 
the  societies. 

In  the  fall  of  1800,  Revs.  James  McKinuey  and  S.  B.  Wylie  were 
sent  to  South  Carolina  to  carry  the  decision  of  the  supreme  judicatory 
into  effect  in  forbidding  fellowship  in  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church,  to  those  persons  who  held  slaves  as  chattels.  The  commission 
returned  in  April,  1801.  Mr.  McKinney  having  received  a  hearty 
call  from  one  of  the  congregations  on  Rocky  Creek,  in  South  Carolina; 
and,  having  some  irreconcilable  difficulties  with  his  present  charge, 
concerning  which  affair  he  says  "he  could  not,  in  conscience,  ever* 
bring  his  mind  to  labor  among  said  malcontented  people  in  their  pres- 
ent temper/7  he  accepted  the  call,  and  his  pastoral  relation  with 
Duanesburgh  and  Galway  was  dissolved  June  19,  1802.  Mr. 
McKinney  repaired  to  his  new  field  in  South  Carolina,  in  August, 
1802,  leaving  his  family  in  Princetown.  He  never  returned,  having 
died  suddenly  on  September  16,1802,  and  was  buried  in  the  ola 

graveyard  on  Rocky  Creek.  W.  M.  Glasgow. 

[to  be  continued.) 


JACOB'S    LADDER. 


Genesis  28  :  12 — And  be  dreamed,  and  behold,  a  ladder  set  up  on  the  earth  and 
the  top  of  it  reached  to  heaven :  and  behold  the  angels  of  God  ascending  and 
descending  on  it. 

The  historical  setting  of  our  text  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  aud 
at  the  same  time  one  of  the  most  pathetic  scenes  in  the  life  of  Jacob. 
He  is  on  his  way  from  Beer-sheba  to  Haran,  fleeing  from  his  brother's 
anger,  whom  he  had  defrauded  of  his  birthright.  After  journeying 
northward  for  some  days  he  is  overtaken  with  the  darkness  of  night 
one  evening  at  a  place  a  few  hours  travel  from  Jerusalem.  He  here 
encamps  in  the  open  air,  makes  the  ground  his  bed,  and  a  stone  hifl 
pillow.  It  is  impossible  perhaps,  for  any  of  us  to  enter  fully  into 
Jacob's  feelings  at  this  time.  Most  likely  he  was  suffering  severely 
from  an  attack  of  that  very  common  but  nevertheless  unpleasant 
malady  that  we  call  "  homesickness."  It  was  probably  his  first  ex- 
perience of  the  kind,  which  would  of  course  add  to  its  acuteness.  The 
circumstances  also  in  which  he  had  left  his  parents  would  naturally 
tend  to  increase  his  loneliness.  He  had  left  home  for  good.  There 
was  no  near  prospect  in  view  of  a  return  to  the  paternal  roof.  He 
had  started  out  to  fight  the  battle  of  life  alone  and  empty-handed. 
Perhaps  the  nearest  parallel  to  his  case  that  we  have  at  the  present 
time  is  when  a  boy  has  been  reared  amid  plenty,  surrounded  by 
friends,  and  who  is  as  yet  a  stranger  to  care,  takes  his  grip  in  his  hand 
and  sets  out  for  the  wild  west  in  search  of  his  fortune,  thus  cutting 
himself  loose  from  early  associations  and  severing  those  ties  of  friend- 
ship that  we  form  in  youth,  probably  the  closest,  the  dearest  ties  of 
life.     It  requires  courage  to  take  that  step, — courage  that  is  oftentimes 
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begotten  only  by  sheer  force  of  circumstances.  And  no  wonder  is  it 
that  shortly  after  taking  this  step  a  feeling  of  chilliness  creeps  over 
08  making  the  whole  world  seem  blue.  Yes ;  we  should  sympathize 
with  such  a  one — one  that  has  been  but  recently  transplanted  from 
the  nursery  to  the  open  field,  and  we  should  give  him  what  help  we 
can  towards  getting  his  roots  imbedded  again  in  the  soil. 

Jacob,  it  seems,  notwithstanding  the  hardness  of  his  pillow  and  the 
strangeness  of  the  place,  slept.  He  had  no  doubt  travelled  a  consider- 
able distance  that  day,  and  as  a  consequence  would  likely  be  very 
tired ;  so  that  when  "  Night,  sable  goddess,  from  her  ebon  throne 
spread  out  her  curtain  and  pinned  it  with  a  star,"  it  would  be  no  diffi- 
cult matter  for  him  to  commit  himself  to  unconscious  repose.  His 
sleep,  however,  was  not  altogether  undisturbed ;  nature's  calm  restorer 
was  broken  by  a  dream,  but  not  such  a  dream  as  causes  the  dreamer 
to  awake  with  alarm,  but  rather  one  that  sweetens  his  rest  and  which 
he  afterwards  recalls  with  delight.  "And  he  dreamed,  and  behold,  a 
ladder  set  up  on  earth  and  the  top  of  it  reached  t3  heaven  and  behold 
the  angels  of  God  ascending  and  descending  upon  it." 

In  interpreting  this  dream  commentators  are  generally  agreed  that 
the  truth  which  was  conveyed  to  the  mind  of  Jacob  by  it  was  that 
there  is  a  real  connection  between  heaven  and  earth ;  they  are  not 
ieparated  from  each  other  by  an  impassable  gulf,  as  are  the  place  of  the 
lost  and  the  place  of  the  blessed,  but  on  the  contrary,  are  so  related 
to  each  other  that  there  is  constantly  a  mutual  correspondence  taking 
place  between  them.  In  reference,  however,  to  the  exact  way  in 
which  this  connection  was  made,  or  in  other  words,  the  specific  thing 
that  was  intended  to  be  represented  by  the  ladder  Jacob  saw,  there  is 
considerable  diversity  of  opinion.  Chrysostom  the  great  church 
father,  noted  especially  for  his  eloquence,  made  this  ladder  to  be  faith  ; 
and  whether  or  not  we  accept  his  interpretation,  it  must  be  acknowl- 
edged that  it  was  based  on  an  important  fact.  Faith  is  in  one  sense 
that  which  connects  man  and  God.  It  is  ttie  necessary  condition  of 
fellowship  or  communion  with  God.  So  that  if  a  person  was  disposed 
to  follow  Chrysostom  in  making  this  ladder  faith  he  might  find 
enough  in  the  nature  of  faith  to  give  him  at  least  a  fair  standing 
ground  for  his  view.  A  second  interpretation  of  the  ladder  makes  it 
to  be  on  the  one  band  the  revelation,  the  word  and  the  promises  of 
God,  and  on  the  other  hand,  prayers  of  the  elect.  In  favor  of  this 
^iew,  also,  much  might  be  said,  and  one  who  held  it  could  not  be 
regarded,  strictly  speaking,  as  heretical.  A  third  view  is  that  it 
represents  God's  providential  government  particularly  his  special 
providences  in  his  dealings  with  his  own  children.  Here  again  we  are 
it  a  loss  for  an  objection,  that  is  of  any  very  great  weight.  It  is  true 
that  God  is  immanent  in  his  works,  that  he  is  everywhere  present  up- 
Jtoldingand  guiding  all  things;  and  in  a  special  manner  does  God  mani- 
fest himself  to  those  that  love  him,  ordering  all  things  to  their  good. 
There  is,  thus,  this  point  of  contact  between  God  and  this  world,  and 
it  does  not  seem  to  be  a  forced,  but  instead,  a  natural  interpretation  of 
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the  text  to  make  this  ladder  referred  to  in  it  represent  this  point 
contact.  A  fourth  interpretation  is  that  this  ladder  is  the  church 
yet  partly  militant  on  earth  and  partly  triumphant  in  heaven.  The 
is  something  in  this  view  that  is  highly  pleasing,  accepting  it  as  t 
correct  one,  and  the  symbolism  is  very  apt  and  suggestive.  The  li 
interpretation  I  would  mentiou,  the  one  that  commends  itself  most 
me  and  perhaps  the  one  most  commonly  adopted  is,  that  the  ladder 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  He  is  the  connecting  bond  between  earth  ai 
heaven.  In  support  of  this  view  we  have  the  fact  that  our  Saviour  hii 
self  evidently  so  understood  it  from  what  he  says  to  Nathaniel,  "hei 
after  ye  shall  see  heaven  open  and  the  angels  of  God  ascending  a) 
descending  upon  the  Son  of  Man,"  where  the  allusion  is  clearly 
this  vision  that  Jacob  saw.  Accepting  this  evidence  as  conclusfr 
without  comparing  these  views  at  greater  length  let  us  notice  tl 
way  Christ  forms  this  connection,  or  in  what  sense  or  senses  he  is  tl 
ladder  Jacob  saw  set  up  on  earth  and  the  top  of  it  reached  to  beavi 
and  upon  which  the  angels  of  God  ascended  and  decended. 

1.  In  the  first  place  Christ  conn  cts  heaven  and  earth  in  his  inca 
nation,  or  in  his  taking  into  union  with  his  divine  person  a  humi 
nature.  This  is  undoubtedly  the  central  mystery  of  the  gospel.  1 
the  apostle  expresses  it,  "  without  controversy  great  is  the  mystery 
godliness,  God  manifest  in  the  flesh."  It  were  useless  therefore  f 
us  to  attempt  to  unfold  this  doctrine.  All  we  can  do  is  to  state  tl 
fact  as  this  is  taught  in  the  Scriptures,  and  for  our  present  purpo 
that  is  all  that  is  necessary.  Now  what  the  Scriptures  teach  us 
this  matter  is  that  in  the  fullness  of  time  God  himself  in  the  pen* 
of  the  Son  became  man,  so  that  henceforth  the  essential  elements  < 
divinity  and  humanity  are  blended  together,  not  however  in  such 
way  as  to  lose  their  separate  identity.  There  is  thus  formed  a  blcn 
relationship,  if  we  may  so  speak,  between  God  and  man.  In  the  co 
stitution  of  the  person  of  Christ,  heaven  and  earth  are  actual 
brought  into  contact,  are  joined  together  by  an  inseparable  bond.  Tl 
may  seem  to  you  like  a  hard  theological  truth  without  much  practic 
bearing  on  our  daily  lives.  But  vet  if  you  consider  it  carefully  y< 
will  find  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  precious,  if  not  the  most  precio 
truth  of  the  Bible.  In  the  fii>t  place  it  gives  added  dignity  to  tl 
race.  We  consider  it  an  honor  to  belong  to  a  family  that  can  numb 
among  its  members  persons  of  world-wide  fame.  How  much  great 
honor  is  it  to  belong  to  a  race  that  can  count  in  it<  numbers  t 
Creator  of  all  things  !  Yes,  it  is  a  more  glorious  thing  to  be  a  humi 
being:  than  to  be  an  angel,  and  in  the  heavenlv  world  the  redeem* 
will  occupy  a  position  nearer  the  throne  than  the  angelic  hosts.  Tl 
is  truly  a  great  privilege  that  has  been  as  it  were,  thrust  upon  i 
But  we  must  remember  that  it  is  a  privilege  that  carries  with  it  ii 
mense  responsibilities.  Do  we  recognize  the  relation  that  exi 
between  us  and  God  in  virtue  of  the  inclination  of  the  Son  ?  A 
we  living  worthy  of  that  relation  or  are  we  by  our  lives  dishonor! 
God  by  bringing  discredit  in  the  e\esof  the  intelligent  universe  up 
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that  race  to  which  he  in  common  with  ourselves  belongs?  A  second 
thing  that  makes  the  incarnation  a  precious  truth  is  that  it  brings  God 
nearer  to  us,  makes  him  one  with  us.  When  we  view  God  in  Christ 
we  do  not  see  him  so  much  as  our  Creator  as  our  elder  brother,  one 
who  has  actually  had  similar  experiences  to  our  own  and  who  can 
therefore  be  touched  with  a  feeling  of  our  infirmity  and  who  can 
sympathize  with  us  in  every  trouble.  Is  this  not  truly  a  great  thing, 
something  to  be  highly  prized?  And  yet  by  how  many  is  it  lightly 
esteemed  1  How  few  men  of  the  best  of  us  realize  its  worth  ?  Is  it 
Dot  indeed  a  great  comfort  to  have  an  earthly  friend  in  whom  we  can 
confide,  in  whose  heart  we  know  we  will  find  a  respouse  to  our  every 
feeling,  who  will  weep  with  us  when  we  weep,  and  who  will  rejoice 
with  us  when  we  rejoice?  Suppose  that  earthly  friend  should  be 
endowed  with  infinite  perfections,  was  able  to  do  exceedingly  above 
anything  we  could  think  or  ask,  and  what  would  be  the  estimate  we 
would  place  upon  him  ?  Such  a  friend  we  have  in  Jesus,  one  who  is 
able  to  save  to  the  uttermost  and  who  at  the  same  time  is  more  sensi- 
tive to  our  every  need  than  any  purely  earthly  friend  could  be, — a 
friend  indeed  that  sticketh  closer  than  any  brother.  Is  not  therefore 
this  theological  truth  of  the  incarnation  that  brings  to  us  such  com- 
forting assurance  a  truth  most  precious  indeed  to  the  soul  ?     "  Thanks 

be  unto  God  for  his  unspeakable  gift.'  J.  Knox  Reed. 

Lto  be  continued.] 
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He  died  on  Sabbath  afternoon.  Telegrams  of  sympathy  from  all 
parts  of  the  country  soon  poured  in  upon  the  bereaved  family.  In 
the  next  morning's  papers,  glowing  tributes  were  paid  to  the  memory 
of  one  who  had  occupied  so  prominent  a  place  in  the  railway  world. 
The  funeral  services  were  very  impressive.  A  large  concour  e  of 
friends  accompanied  the  body  to  the  beautiful  cemetery,  in  which  it 
now  quietly  rests.  Ere  long  a  monument  will  be  erected  worthy  of  one 
whose  reputation  extended  far  beyond  the  limits  of  his  own  country. 

His  was,  indeed,  a  remarkable  career.  Beginning  life  as  a  poor 
hoy,  without  influence  or  friends,  he  rose,  step  by  step,  from  a  humble 
position  on  a  New  England  road,  until  he  become  the  president  of 
one  of  the  leading  railway  systems  of  the  country,  and  was  recognized 
by  all  as  one  of  the  most  efficient  of  railway  officials.  The  line  of 
which  he  was  the  head,  was  regarded  as  in  every  way  a  model  one, 
and  all  owing  to  his  great  ability  and  untiring  energy. 

How  he  did  plan  and  work  for  that  road  !  To  it  he  gave  his  life. 
For  years  he  almost  lived  in  his  private  car,  sacrificing  to  it  even  the 
comforts  and  joys  of  home.  Week  day  and  Sabbath,  summer  and 
winter  were  spent  in  its  service.  The  road  in  all  its  branches  he  knew 
from  end  to  eud.  With  the  workings  of  every  department  he  was 
thoroughly  familiar. 
No  man  ever  lived  more  devoted  to  an  object  than  was  he  to  the 
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success  of  his  system.  Eyes  and  ears  were  always  open  to  learn  of 
something  that  would  be  to  its  advantage.  How  quick  he  was  to  lay 
hold  of  anything  that  would  make  it  still  more  efficient  or  increase 
its  volume  of  business !     Few  persons  were  so  fertile  in  expedients. 

Some  years  ago  he  obtained  control  of  a  branch  which  under  his 
wise  management  became  a  most  important  feeder  to  the  main  line. 
The  people  in  that  section  of  country  were  Scotch-Irish  and  had  very 
strict  ideas  with  regard  to  Sabbath  observance.  *  The  amount  of  Sab- 
bath travelling  then  was  inconsiderable.  Excursions  on  that  day  were 
almost  unknown.  This  restless,  wide-awake  man  saw  at  once  an 
opportunity  to  increase  greatly  the  amount  of  business,  and  immedi- 
ately took  efficient  measures  to  do  so.  "  These  prejudices  and  old- 
fashioned  notions,''  he  said,  "  must  give  way.  The  working  man  has 
some  rights.  He  cannot  go  on  an  excursion  on  a  week  day.  Why 
should  he  not  be  allowed  to  go  on  the  Sabbath/'  So  excursions  on 
that  day  were  arranged.  Special  inducements  were  offered.  The 
fare  was  reduced  so  low  that  the  very  poor  could  spend  a  day  in  the 
woods.  A  person  could  go  farther  aud  see  more  for  the  same  money 
on  the  Sabbath  than  on  any  other  day.  The  papers  were  filled  with 
advertisements  and  accounts  of  the  delightful  excursions.  Unstinted  - 
praise  was  awarded  to  the  liberal  man  who  was  doing  so  much  for 
the  poor,  and  only  sneers  were  for  those  who  found  fault. 

Of  course,  the  efforts  were  successful.  The  excursion  trains 
were  filled.  Other  roads  followed  his  example.  So  did  some  own-  \ 
ers  of  boats.  The  result  is  that  to-day,  in  that  locality,  the  old  Sab- 
bath is  fast  disappearing  and  giving  place  to  the  "  continental  Sun- 
day." "  Sunday  "  excursions  now  enter  largely  into  calculations  for 
spending  the  summer.  Even  church  members  openly  patronte 
thera.  Many  have  been  tempted  to  pass  by  the  house  of  God,  where 
formerly  they  attended  with  regularity,  and  take  a  ride  into  the  coun- 
try by  the  promise  of  a  cheap  ride  and  good  company.  Bibles  once 
read  are  neglected  ;  for  who  is  going  to  take  a  Bible  along  with  him 
on  a  "  Sunday  excursion."  The  "  Sunday  "  paper  crowds  it  out 
completely.  Children  are  growing  up  familiar  with  the  idea  that 
the  Sabbath  is  a  day  of  pleasure.  No  wonder  that  in  that  commun- 
ity there  is  much  complaint  that  the  house  of  God  is  being  deserted. 
How  could  it  be  otherwise  ?  But  then  his  object  was  accomplished. 
His  road  was  the  gainer. 

Yes,  he  succeeded.  Not  an  old  man  when  called  away,  not  much 
over  sixty,  he  accomplished  in  his  sphere  what  but  few  men  do. 

But  he  "  died  and  was  buried." 

From  the  scene  of  his  successes  and  activities  the  soul  of  the  gre*t 
railway  magnate  enters  into  another  world,  and  upon  another  state  of 
•existence. 

All  is  changed.  Things  are  seen  in  their  true  light.  His  eyes  ; 
are  opened.  There  is  a  great  white  throne.  The  just  and  omniscient  : 
judge  is  seated  on  it.  The  story  of  the  career  of  this  most  successful  "\ 
man  is  told  with  absolute  truth  and  impartiality;  yes,  even  to  the  la*  ; 
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id  greatest  success,  in  all  its  details,  the  breaking  down  puritanical 
-ejudices,  the  converting  the  Lord's  day  into  a  day  of  pleasure  and 
ibauchery,  the  greatly  increased  revenues,  the  crowded  trains  and 
jpleted  houses  of  worship,  the  neglected  Bibles  and  closets,  and  the 
igerly  devoured  u  Sunday  "  newspapers  ;  all  is  told.  Nothing  is 
mcealed.  In  this  other  world  the  man  has  an  opportunity  now  of  seeing 
iese  things  in  a  new  and  their  true  light.  How  different  they  appear ! 
tow  different  the  judgment  of  God  from  that  of  man  !  He  has 
me  to  reflect.  A  whole  life  spent  in  the  service  of  a  railway ! 
[orae,  church,  the  soul,  God,  all  neglected  and  sacrificed  in  its  inter- 
ns !  His  greatest  achievement,  bringing  temptation  to  thousands  to 
reak  God's  law  and  destroy  God's  day !  Time  everything,  eternity 
othing.  Before  that  God  he  now  stands.  Eternity,  alas !  is  now 
een  to  be  everything,  and  time  nothing.  One  soul  is  now  seen  to  be 
f  infinitely  more  value  than  alT  worlds.  How  bitter  the  reflection ! 
1  Remember." 

What  sentence  will  be  pronounced  from  that  throne?  What  sen- 
tence by  the  holy  and  just  judge,  on  him  who  for  selfish  purposes 
taught  men  to  forsake  churches,  neglect  Bibles,  profane  the  Sabbath, 
remove  the  restraints  of  religion,  and  all  under  the  pretence  of 
benevolence?  Some  of  those  who  were  seduced  by  him  to  dishonor 
Got  have  been  sentenced  already  and  are  now  suffering  the  penalty 
of  their  misdeeds.  What  sentence  shall  be  pronounced  on  him  who 
deliberately  led  them  astray  ?  Is  there  any  sentence  too  severe  ?  Is 
there  any  place  to  bad  for  such  a  man  ?  What  a  future,  and  all  for 
a  railway  !  "  Thou  fool !"  "  So  is  he  that  layeth  up  treasure  for 
himself  and  is  not  rich  toward  God."  How  different  is  the  judg- 
ment of  God  from  that  of  man  ! 

u  Who  is  wise,  and  lie  shall  understand  these  things;  prudent,  and 
he  shall  know  them  ;  for  the  ways  of  the  Lord  are  right,  and  the 
just  shall  walk  in  them  ;  but  the  transgressors  shall  fall  therein." 

J.  W. 


Selected. 


The  Memphis  Commercial  of  July  23,  1892,  contains  a  full 
account  of  the  .lynching  of  Lee  Walker,  a  colored  man  in  that  city, 
on  the  preceding  day,  from  which  the  following  extracts  are  made  : 

At  10  o'clock  Captain  O'Haver,  Sergeant  Horan  and  several  patrol- 
men were  on  hand,  but  they  could  do  nothing  with  the  crowd.  An 
attack  by  the  mob  was  made  on  the  door  in  the  south  wall,  and  it 
yielded.  Sheriff  McLendon  and  several  of  his  men  threw  themselves 
into  the  breach,  but  two  or  three  of  the  storming  party  shoved  by. 
They  were  Seized  by  the  police,  but  were  not  subdued,  the  officers  re- 
fraining from  using  their  clubs.  The  entire  mob  might  at  first  have 
been  dispersed  by  ten  policemen  who  would  use  their  clubs,  but  the 
sheriff  insisted  that  no  violence  be  done. 
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The  mob  got  an  iron  rail  and  used  it  as  a  battering  ram  against 
the  lobby  doors.  Sheriff  McLendon  tried  to  stop  them,  and  some 
one  of  the  mob  knocked  him  down  with  a  chair.  Still  he  counseled 
moderation,  and  would  not  order  his  deputies  and  the  police  to  dis- 
perse the  crowd  by  force.  The  pacific  policy  of  the  sheriff  impressed 
the  mob  with  the  idea  that  the  officers  were  afraid,  or  at  least  would 
do  them  no  harm,  and  they  redoubled  their  efforts,  urged  on  by  a  big 
switchman.  At  12  o'clock  the  door  of  the  prison  was  broken  in 
with  a  rail.         .  .  .  .  ..... 

The  mob  proceeded  north  on  Front  street  with  the  victim,  stopping 
at  Sycamore  street  to  get  a  rope  from  a  grocery.  "  Take  him  to  the 
iron  bridge  on  Main  street/'  yelled  several  men.  The  men  who  had 
hold  of  the  negro  were  in  a  hurry  to  finish  the  job,  however,  and 
when  they  reached  the  telephone  pole  at  the  corner  of  Front  street 
aud  the  first  alley  north  of  Sycamore  street  they  stopped.  A  hastily  im- 
provised noose  was  slipped  over  the  negro's  head  and  several  young 
men  mounted  a  pile  of  lumber  near  the  pole  and  threw  the  rope  over 
one  of  the  iron  stepping  pins.  The  negro  was  lifted  up  until  his  feet 
were  three  feet  above  the  ground,  the  rope  was  made  taut,  and  a 
corpse  dangled  in  midair.  A  big  fellow  who  helped  lead  the  mob 
pulled  the  negro's  legs  until  his  neck  cracked.  The  wretch's  clothes 
had  been  torn  off,  and,  as  he  swung,  the  mau  who  pulled  his  legs* 
mutilated  the  corpse.  ........ 

As  the  body  hung  to  the  telegraph  pole,  blood  streaming  down 
from  the  knife  wounds  in  his  neck,  his  hips  and  lower  part  of  his  legs 
also  slashed  with  knives,  the  crowd  hurled  expletives  at  him,  swung 
the  body  so  that  it  was  dashed  against  the  pole,  and,  so  far  from  the 
ghastly  sight  proving  trying  to  the  nerves,  the  crowd  looked  on  with 
complaisance,  if  not  with  real  pleasure.  The  negro  died  hard.  The 
neck  was  not  broken,  as  the  body  was  drawn  up  without  being  given 
a  fall,  and  death  came  by  strangulation.  For  fully  ten  minutes  after 
he  was  strung  up  the  chest  heaved  occasionally  and  there  were  con- 
vulsive movements  of  the  limbs.  Finally  he  was  pronounced  dead, 
and  a  few  minutes  later  Detective  Richardson  climbed  on  a  pile  of 
staves  and  cut  the  rope.  The  body  fell  in  a  ghastly  heap,  and  the 
crowd  laughed  at  the  sound  and  crowded  around  the  prostrate  body, 
a  few  kicking  the  inanimate  carcass.         ...... 

Then  someone  raised   the  cry  of  u  burn   him!"'    It  was  quickly # 
taken   up  and  soon   resounded   from  a   hundred  throats.     Detective 
Richardson  for  a  long  time,  single  handed,  stood  the  crowd  off.    He 
talked  and  begged  the  men  not  to  bring  disgrace  on  the  city  by  burn* 
ing  the  body,  arguing  that  all  the  vengeance  possible  had  been  wrought. 

While  this  was  going  on  a  small  crowd  was  busy  starting  a  fire  in 
the  middle  of  the  street.  The  material  was  handy.  Some  bundles  of 
staves  were  taken  from  the  adjoining  lumber  yard  for  kindling. 
Heavier  wood  was  obtained  from  the  same  source,  and  coal  oil  from 
a  neighboring  grocery.  Then  the  cries  of  "  burn  him  !  bum  him! 
were  redoubled. 
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alf  a  dozen  men  seized  the  naked  body.     The  crowd  cheered. 
y  inarched  to  the  fire,  and  giving  the  body  a  swing,  it  was  landed 
le  middle  of  the  fire.     There  was  a  cry  for  more  wood,  as  the  fire 
begun  to  die  owing  to  the  long  delay.     Willing  hands  procured 
wood,  and  it  was  piled  up  on  the  negro,  almost  for  a  timeobscur- 
hini  from   view.     The  head  was  in   plain  view,  as  also  were  the 
«,  and  one  arm  which  stood  out  high  above  the  body,  the  elbow 
ked,  held  in  that  position  by  a  stick  of  wood.    In  a  few  moments 
lands  began  to  swell,  then  came  great  blisters  overall  the  exposed 
i  of  the  body ;  then  in  places  the  flesh  was  burned  away  and  the 
»  began   to  show  through.     It  was  a  horrible  sight,  one  which 
aps  none  there  had  ever  witnessed  before.     It  proved  too  much 
i  large  part  of  the  crowd  and  the  majority  of  the  mob  left  very 
tly  after  the  burning  began.  ...... 

he  rope  that  was  used  to  hang  the  negro,  and  also  that  which  was 
to  lead  him  from  the  jail,  were  eagerly  sought  by  relic  hunters. 
y  almost  fought  for  a  chance  to  cut  off  a  piece  of  rope,  and  in  an 
sdibly  short  time  both  ropes  had  disappeared  and  were  scattered 
le  pockets  of  the  crowd  in  sections  of  from  an  inch  to  six  inches 
;.  Others  of  the  relic  hunters  remained  until  the  ashes  cooied  to 
in  such  ghastly  relics  as  the  teeth,  nails  and  bits  of  charred  skin 
he  immolated  victim  of  his  own  lust.  After  burning  the  body 
mob  tied  a  rope  around  the  charred  trunk  and  dragged  it  down 
n  street  to  the  court  house,  where  it  was  hanged  to  a  center  pole. 
ro|>e  broke  and  the  corpse  dropped  with  a  thud,  but  it  was  again 
ted,  the  charred  legs  barely  touching  the  ground.  The  teeth  were 
sked  out  and  the  finger  nails  cut  off  as  souvenirs.  The  crowd 
le  so  much  noise  that  the  police  interfered.  Undertaker  Walsh 
telephoned  for,  who  took  charge  of  the  body  and  carried  it  to  his 
blishment,  where  it  will  be  prepared  for  burial  in  the  potter's 
I  to-day. 

his  was  the  punishment  meted  out  to  a  negro,  charged,  not  with 
',  but  attempted  assault,  and  without  any  proof  as  to  his  guilt,  for 
women  were  not  given  a  chance  to  ideutify  him.  It  was  only  a 
e  less  horrible  than  the  burning  alive  of  Henry  Smith,  at,  Paris, 
as,  February  1,  1893,  or  that  of  Edward  Coy,  in  Texarkana, 
as,  February  20,  1892.  Both  were  charged  with  assault  on  white 
oen,  and  both  were  tied  to  the  stake  and  burned  while  yet  alive, 
the  presence  of  ten  thousand  persons.  In  the  case  of  Coy,  the 
te  woman  in  the  case,  applied  the  match,  even  while  the  victim 
:ested  his  innocence. — The  Reason  Why. 


Notes  and  Ttems. 


'he  Christian  Statesman  has  lately  changed  hands.  The  Christian 
esman  and  Christian  Reformer  are  now  under  the  same  editorial 
irol.  We  know  there  is  an  immense  amount  of  work  in  all  this, 
re  is  efficient  assistance,  however.  W. 
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Proverbs  28 :  20  warns  us,  "  He  that  maketh  haste  to  l)e  rich 
shall  not  be  innocent."  The  revision  has  it,  "  shallnoi  be  unpunished." 
These  words  of  Scripture  need  to  be  sounded  out  again  and  again  for 
the  warning  of  men.  Pittsburgh  and  vicinity  have  been  lxadly  shakeu 
up  of  late  by  the  collapse  of  discretionary  pools,  concerns  which  were 
promising  and  paying  to  some  investors  anywhere  from  ten  to  sixteen 
per  cent,  a  month  on  their  money — professedly  obtained  by  successful 
speculation  in  grain,  really  obtained  by  using  the  late  comers'  money 
to  pay  the  early.  The  secular  press  have  turned  moralists  after  reap- 
ing large  gains  in  advertising  their  schemes.  They  do  not  mince 
their  words  now.  They  characterize  the  concerns  as  swindles,  those 
engaged  in  them  as  gamblers.  The  civil  authorities  have  proceeded 
against  them.  The  investors  are  called  victims.  Are  they  wholly 
90  ?  It  is  sad  when  persons  up  in  years  have  thus  had  their  hard 
earnings  swept  away. 

One  who  has  thus  lost  in  early  life  is  be(ter  off  by  his  losing,  if  be 
learns  the  lesson,  than  one  who  gains.  The  gambling  spirit  is  like 
virus:  it  infects  the  soul  and  takes  from  the  person  too  often  the 
patient  spirit  of  honest  toil.  Lives  thus  spent  in  hazard  are  little 
help  to  society,  which  is  rendered  possible  only  by  the  industry  of 
man  in  the  various  walks  of  life,  when  one's  calling  is  helpful  to  bis 
fellow  by  ministering  to  his  wants,  in  their  mutual  help.  W. 

The  following  account  of  some  baptisms  in  Syria  was  related  by 
Miss  Edgar  at  a  missionary  meeting  a  short  time  ago:  "There  is  a 
large  Armenian  Protestant  congregation  in  Kessab  belonging  to  the 
A.  B.  C.  F.  M.  mission,  which  has  had  no  pastor  or  missionary  for  some 
time.  In  the  summer,  Mr,  Saunders  from  Sintab,  made  a  pastoral 
visit.  The  rest  of  what  took  place  Mrs.  Stewart  gives  in  the  following 
account :  *  Mr.  Saunders  was  here  ten  days.  We  went  up  one  Sab- 
bath to  see  him  baptize  93  babies.  Imagine  93  little,  crying,  fretting, 
murmuring  babies  and  93  mothers  trying  to  hush  them  and  keep 
them  quiet.  We  could  hardly  hear  Mr.  Saunders'  voice  for  the  hub- 
bub. Once  in  a  while  we  caught  'Ah- men/  He  looked  tired  when 
it  was  all  over.  He  says  five  of  those  babies  screamed  right  in  his 
face.  It  was  a  very  hot  day  and  the  people  were  packed  in  the  church 
like  4  sardines  in  a  box/  " 

"A  MAN  who  does  not  give  definitely  and  who  does  not  set  down 
in  his  account  book  exactly  what  he  does  give,  is  apt  to  think  that  be 
is  always  giving.  There  is  no  falsehood  larger  and  deejier  than  this 
in  practical  life.  If  you  will  put  down  just  what  you  give  to  charita- 
ble purposes,  you  will  be  surprised  at  the  end  of  the  year  how  litt'e 
you  have  given.  Yet  you  may  have  the  feeling  that  you  have  been 
always  parting  with  your  money  in  response  to  benevolent  appeal* 

The  Covenanter  Record  is  the  name  of  a  sprightly  little  monthly 
issued  at  Evans,  Col.,  in  the  interest  of  the  Colorado  Presbytery  o» 
the  Reformed  Presbvterian  Church. 
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Ret.  5.  M.  Stevenson  has  gone  to  San  Louis  Valley  on  a  missionary  tour. 


Calls  have  been  moderated  in  Eskridge  and  Hebron  congregations  in  favor 
f  Rev.  J.  R.  W.  Stevenson  ;  and  Manchester  and  Brook  land  in  favor  of  Mr.  J. 
I.  Mclsaac. 

In  Japan  there  are  643  missionaries,  occupying  769  stations  and  outstations  ; 
77  organized  churches  having  a  total  membership  of  37,898 ;  native  pastors  and 
treachen,  871. — American  Board  Almanac. 


The  Covenanter  Publishing  Company,  Allegheny,  has  for  sale  a  number  of 
rorks  relating  to  the  trials  of  Covenanters  in  the  days  of  persecution  in  Scot  - 
and,  and  very  suitable  for  Sabbath  Schools  and  holiday  presents. 


For  the  year  1893-94  there  were  reported  according  to  the  American  Board 
ilmanac  under  the  care  of  the  evangelical  churches  of  the  United  States  752 
>rincip?.l  foreign  mission  stations,  5,122  outstations,  1,303  male  American  mis- 
sionaries, 1,907  female,  13,928  native  laborers,  3,015  churches,  333,784  comrauni- 
ants,  25,325  accessions,  5,462  schools,  209,099  under  instruction,  $467,662  native 
xrolributions,  and  $4,924,779  income  in  United  States. 


The  Protestant  missionary  statistics  prepared  by  Rev.  J.  Vahl  for  1891-92, 
Deluding  only  missions  to  the  heathen  and  excluding  all  work  done  among  any 
people  bearing  a  Christian  name  are:  Missionary  societies  and  agencies,  331  ; 
ucrease  over  preceding  year  of  27.  Income,  $13,469,332  ;  increase,  $441,487. 
Male  missionaries,  5,502  ;  increase,  441.  Unmarried  female  missionaries,  2,771  ; 
increase,  292.  Native  ministers,  4,285  ;  increase,  604.  Helpers,  45,683 ;  increase, 
>,901.    Communicants,  1,079,398,  increase  of  72,582.   Income,  1894,  $13,730,518. 

Or.  Carroll's  summary  of  the  religious  forces  of  the  United  States  is  :  Minis- 
ters, Protestant,  101,840  ;  Catholic,  9,196  ;  total,  111,036.  Organizations,  P., 
155,021  ;  C  ,  10,076  ;  total,  165,297.  Church  edifices,  P.,  133,823;  C,  8,816  ; 
total,  142,639.  Value  of  church  property,  P.,  $561,323,073  ;  C,  $118,871,366  ; 
total,  $679,694,439.  Communicants,  P.,  14,360,436  ;  C,  6,257,871 ;  total,  20,- 
518,207.  

The  church  will  be  glad  to  know  that  the  Southern  Mission  is  in  a  most  pros- 
perous condition.  The  new  building  for  the  principal  and  teachers  is  now 
occupied.  The  entire  cost  was  about  $700,  all  of  which  has  been  raised  except 
about  $80.  Subscriptions  have  all  been  paid  except  one  small  one.  This  is  most 
gratifying.  If  any  one  thinks  work  among  the  freed  men  is  not  needed  let  him 
read  the  extract  from  "The  Reason  Why,"  in  another  column,  one  of  the  sad- 
dest pamphlets  we  have  ever  seen.  Let  them  read  also  the  following  extract 
from  a  letter  sent  to  the  Central  re-union  by  Mrs.  R.  J.  Mclsaac  : 

In  visiting  the  houses  (especially  in  country  districts)  observing  their  sur- 
roundings, environments,  mode  of  life  and  manner  of  worship,  one  can  hardly 
realize  that  he  is  in  a  civilized  land.  Dr.  Richards,  a  missionary  who  had 
labored  several  years  on  the  dark  continent,  and  who  was  observing  the  African 
race  in  this  country,  said  to  me  that  it  was  his  opinion  that  missionary  work 
here  was  more  difficult  than  there,  the  only  advantage  here  bek  g  that  we  do  not 
have  to  learn  another  language.  There  the  people  have  no  knowledge  of  the 
true  God  or  way  to  worship  him,  neither  have  they  the  denominational  question 
to  hinder  the  work.  We  not  only  have  that  question,  but,  though  the  people 
have  such  an  imperfect  knowledge  of  God  and  the  Bible  they  believe,  however, 
that  they  know  a  great  deal,  and  t!  at  their  manner  of  worshipping,  which  is 
almost  heathenish,  is  really  the  correct  way. 

The  homes  of  thousands  upon  thousands  of  this  people  are  simply  little,  one- 
roomed  log  cabins  of  slavery  times.  In  this  room  from  six  to  twelve  persons 
live,  eat  and  sleep.  One  can  easily  see  that  there  is  little  chance  for  virtue  and 
*Hn  less  for  modesty.  Immorality,  int<  rape  ranee,  lying  and  stealing  are  preva- 
lent sins.  The  marriage  relation  has  but  little  sacreduess  with  them.  Mating 
without  marrying  is  a  common  practice.  Man  and  woman  live  together  until 
°&e  becomes  tired  of  the  other,  then  separate  and  choose  new  partners.  Men 
sometimes  sell  their  wives  or  trade  them  with  other  men. 
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The  negro's  chief  aim  in  life  seems  to  be  to  satisfy  his  appetite  ;  has  he  pro- 
vision for  a  week  very  likely  he  will  eat  it  to-day  never  once  thinking  where  to- 
morrow's dinner  will  come  from.  They  are  naturally  shiftless  and  indolent 
They  have  an  idea  that  manual  labor  is  degrading.  This  is  in  a  measure  doe  to 
the  fact  that  the  southern  whites  do  bui  little  work  and  the  colored  man  thinks 
that  in  order  to  be  a  gentleman  he  must  do  as  the  white  man  does. 

It  is  a  little  more  than  thirty  years  since  our  colored  brother  was  freed  from 
slavery.  More  than  five  millions  are  still  bound  by  a  greater  bondage — that  of 
ignorance  and  superstition.  Shall  we  allow  them  to  remaiu  bound,  or  shall  we, 
like  true  Coven  an  lei  8,  do  all  in  our  power  to  break  the  strong  bands  which  bind 
them? 

In  a  letter  for  the  Central  re- union  Mr.  Carithers  gives  the  following  inter- 
esting account  of  Thanksgiving  day  among  the  Indians : 

On  Thanksgiving  morning  the  wagons  began  to  come,  and  by  eleven  we  bad 
an  audience  of  eighty-four.  It  was  the  first  service  we  had  held  in  the  church 
since  the  plastering  and  woodwork  was  finished,  and  so  we  had  a  cause  for 
thanksgiving  all  around  us. 

After  the  usual  services  in  which  attention  was  called  to  some  of  the  things 
that  we  as  a  mission  had  to  \ye  thankful  for  the  audience  was  asked  to  express 
any  things  that  had  come  to  them  during  the  year  that  they  now  remembered  with 
thankfulness.  A  number  of  the  children  gave  things  for  which  they  were 
thankful,  such  as  clothes,  enough  to  eat,  good  houses  and  fires  to  keep  as  warm. 
One  little  girl  whose  mother  had  been  very  near  death  was  thankful  that  she  did 
not  die  when  she  was  so  sick.  The  white  people  present  joined  in  with  reasons 
for  thankfulness,  and  then  the  Indians  took  it  up  and  said  that  they  were  glad 
that  the  children  were  in  the  school  and  that  they  were  getting  along  so  well  and 
during  the  year  not  one  had  died,  and  their  heaits  felt  very  good  over  all  this. 
One  man  said  that  many  of  the  Indians  in  his  camp  had  been  sick  iu  the  fall  and 
they  had  prayed  to  God  and  he  had  made  them  well  and  he  was  thankful  for 
this  ;  and  so  one  after  another  until  all  had  given  such  reasons  as  they  had  and 
then  the  service  closed  and  all  the  Indians  were  invited  to  the  school- house 
where  a  table  was  spread  for  them  and  thirty-one  of  the  camp  Indians  sat  down 
to  the  table  and  made  a  great  effort  to  eat  like  white  folks  and  also  to  get  all 
they  could  eat.  Alter  they  were  satisfied  the  forty  children  aud  the  three  teach- 
ers sat  down  to  their  dinner.  A  number  of  the  Indians  who  were  going  home 
wanted  medicine.  At  the  prayermeeting  in  .the  evening  a  number  of  the 
children  engaged  in  prayer  and  read  parallel  passages.  As  we  thought  of  the 
contrast  between  the  day  and  the  way  we  had  seen  the  Indians  act,  only  a  lew 
years  ago,  we  were  tilled  with  thankfulness  for  what  God  had  wrought,  and  so 
we  pass  this  cause  for  Christian  joy  on  to  you  that  we  all  may  be  encouraged  as 
well  as  rejoice  together. 

Rev.  R.  J.  Mcl8AAC  sends  us  the  following  account  of  the  new  Teachers'  Home, 
Selma,  Ala.:  The  northern  teachers  employed  in  the  mission  school  in  Selm* 
have  usually  experienced  some  difficulty  in  securing  comfortable  lodgings  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  school.  Remaining  in  the  south  only  during  the  school  year,  they 
could  not  well  keep  possession  of  the  same  house  year  after  year,  as  property- 
owners  object  to  having  their  houses  untenanted  for  so  long  a  time  as  the  sum- 
mer vacation,  and  so  the  teachers,  when  arriving  in  Selma,  had  not  the  faintest 
idea  where  they  were  to  take  up  their  abode. 

Feeling  that  a  Teachers'  Home  would  be  a  great  benefit  to  the  mission,  I  la^ 
summer  suggested  to  the  Central  Board  that  they  should  erect  a  house  on  their 
own  property  to  be  rented  to  the  northern  teachers  for  their  accommodation  dur- 
ing the  school  year.  The  Board  endorsed  the  plan  and  at  their  meeting  in  JuW 
appointed  me  to  solicit  funds  for  that  purpose.  I  soon  secured  about  six  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars.  In  the  latter  part  of  August  I  came  south  and  began  opera- 
tions. School  was  to  open  the  first  of  October  and  we  wanted  to  have  the  new 
house  ready  for  occupancy  before  that  time.  The  weather  was  favorable  and  the 
work  progressed  rapidly,  and  when  the  teachers  came,  September  27th,  their 
rooms  were  all  ready  to  receive  them. 

The  house  is  a  six-room  cottage ;  cost  about  $750,  and  will  bring  into  the 
Board's  treasury  sufficient  rent  to  make  it  a  good  investment. 
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IjJESSON  ■«— January  «. 
JOHN  THE  BAPTIST  BEHEADED.-Mark  6:  17-29. 

Golden  Text.  Fear  not  them  which  kill  the  body,  but  are  not 
ibUto  kill  tfie  soul. — Matt.  10  :  28. 

This  lesson  contains  the  account  of  the  death  of  John  who,  as  the 
brerunner  of  our  Saviour,  occupied  the  most  honorable  and  respon- 
ible  of  positions,  and  who  in  the  conception  of  his  mission  and  per- 
ormance  of  his  work  was  never  surpassed  by  man. 

Insight,  faith,  zeal  and  courage  characterize  the  true  reformer. 

Evil  doers  tremble  before  a  holy  man  delivering  God's  message. 

Only  death  can  close  the  lips  of  God's  faithful  ambassadors  in  their 
rusade  against  sin.    This  is  the  reason  why  the  guilty  seek  to  kill  them. 

The  fearless  reproof  of  sin  will  either  work  a  reformation  or  con- 
irra  in  an  evil  course. 

To  those  who  persist  in  a  sinful  course  the  "  convenient  day  "  will 
ome. 

He  is  a  fool  who  does  not  flee  from  but  exposes  himself  to  temptation. 

Herod's  reasons  for  keeping  his  oaths  and  ordering  John  to  be  be- 
ieaded  are  the  reasons  members  of  secret  oath-bound  societies  assign 
or  being  "true  to  their  obligations  "  when  those  obligations  are  sin- 
ul.    The  man  sells  himself  to  be  a  slave  who  joins  such  associations. 

God  knows  best  when  and  how  his  servants'  work  should  end. 
Eternity  will  show  that  no  mistake  has  been  made. 

Who  is  considered  ihe  real  victor :  the  lascivious  Herodias,  pre- 
senting to  her  mother  in  a  charger  the  head  of  the  man  •she  feared, 
Herod  now  free  from  farther  reproof  from  the  bold  preacher,  or  the 
beheaded  Baptist  ?  In  the  other  world  who  receives  now  the  honors 
and  wears  the  laurels? 

Psalms  37:  12-15;  34  :  19-22;  14:  4-7. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  25.     How  doth  Christ  execute  the  office  of  a  p%Ust? 

Ann.  Christ  executeth  the  office  of  a  priest,  in  his  once  offering 
npof  himself  a  sacrifice,  to  satisfy  divine  justice,  and  reconcile  us  to 
God;  and  in  making  continual  intercession  for  us. 


LESSON  II.— January  13. 

FEEDING  THE  FIVE  THOUSAND.-Mark  6 :  30-44. 

Golden  Text.  He  hath  filled  the  hungry  with  good  things. — 
Uke  1 :  53. 

This  miracle  shows  how  boundless  and  how  operative  was  the  com- 
panion of  our  Saviour. 

Faith  in  Christ  will  cause  us  to  give  him  our  confidence.  The 
toore  unrestricted  this  is  the  stronger  will  be  our  faith,  and  the  clearer 
>ur  conception  of  his  character  and  our  duty. 
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The  best  of  earth  have  felt  their  need  of  solitude  when  they  could 
be  alone  with  God. 

The  sight  of  thousands  "  like  sheep  not  having  a  si leplierd,"  can- 
not but  awaken  a  feeling  of  compassion  in  Christ-lovers,  and  lead  to 
earnest  effort  to  help. 

How  little  of  faith  the  most  eminent  of  disciples  have!  This 
world  to  be  brought  into  subjection  to  Christ  by  the  church !  The 
liquor  traffic  and  other  gigantic  evils  to  be  eradicated  by  the  few 
earnest  workers,  etc. !  This  seems  absurd  only  because  of  our  lack 
of  faith. 

In  emergencies  the  wise  plan  is  to  goto  God.  He  is  able  and 
willing  to  supply  all  wants. 

The  miraculous  supply  of  food  for  the  bodily  wants  of  the  muhi- 
tude  is  encouragement  enough  to  trust  the  Saviour  for  the  supply  of 
onr  spiritual  wants. 

Psalms  34  :  7-10;  145 :  8-12  (2d  Version) ;  36  :  5-8. 

SHORTER  CATECHISM. 

Ques.  26.     How  doth  Christ  execute  the  office  of  a  king? 
Ans.     Christ  executeth  the  office  of  a  king,  in  subduing  us  to  him- 
self, in  ruling  and  defending  us,  and  in  restraining  and  conquering 

all  his  and  our  enemies. 

^ 

LESSON    III.— January    J>0. 
CHKI3T  THE  BREAD  OF  LIFE.-John  6:  25-85. 

Golden  Text.    He  gave  them  bread  from  heaven  to  eat. — John  6:31. 

Christ  was  the  perfect  teacher.  He  came  to  earth  to  provide  for 
the  supply  of  the  vvanls  of  man.  With  infinite  tact  he  ever  endea- 
vored  to  create  a  desire  for  the  heavenly  food. 

Ofttimes*  the  interests  of  the  soul  are  subordinated  to  the  promo- 
tion of  our  temporal  welfare.  Business,  social  position,  often  deter- 
mine church  connection. 

He  is  not  far  advanced  in  the  divine  life  who  makes  anything^ 
earth  his  main  object  in  life.     Such  a  one  starves  his  soul. 

In  order  to  obtain  eternal  life  or  render  acceptable  service,  faith  iu 
Christ  is  indispensable. 

Christianity  is  reasonable.  Our  Saviour  when  on  earth  was  ever 
willing  to  give  proofs  as  to  his  claims.  The  evidence  demanded  ty 
many  these  days  is  of  a  character  no  one  has  a  right  to  ask  for. 

Christ  and  Christ  alone  can  supply  the  wants  of  the  immortal  soul. 

Jesus  Christ  is  God.  Jesus  Christ  is  man.  Jesus  Christ  is  God' 
man.     He  knows  what  we  need  and  can  and  will  bestow  it  upon  us. 

Psalms  78  :  20-25  ;  42  :  1,  2  ;  84 :  8-12. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  27.      Wherein  did  Christ's  humiliation  consist? 

Ans.  Christ's  humiliation  consisted  in  his  being  born,  and  that  in 
a  low  condition  ;  made  under  the  law,  undergoing  the  miseries  of  tli* 
life,  the  wrath  of  God,  and  the  cursed  death  of  the  cross;  in  being 
buried,  and  continuing  under  the  power  of  death  for  a  time. 
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Marriages. 

t  Hev.  A.  Kilpatrick,  October  10, 1891,  Edwakd  T.  Hates  and  Miss  Mattie 
>ownik,  of  Union. 

y  Rev.  A..  Kilpatrick,  November  8,  1894,  at  Valencia,  Pa,,  F.  W.  Rbhl,  of 
*,  and  Katie  Hatche,  of  Allegheny,  I' a. 

T  Hev.  J.  W.  Sproull,  D.  D.,  at  2*29  North  avenue,  Allegheny,  Pa  ,  on   De- 
iber4,  1894,  Elmer  E.  Caldwkll  and  Miss  Luct  E.  Rimmel. 

Iy  Rev.  A.  Kilpatrick,  December  10,  1894,  Milton  C.  Black  and  Miss  Edith 
Kinney,  both  of  Union  congregation. 

St  Rev  G.  R.  McBurney,  December  12,  1894,  8  o'clock  a.  m  ,  at  the  home  of 
bride's  parents,  Wahoo,  Neb.,  W.  R.  Watt,  of  Miuden,  Neb.,  and  Miss 
ephink  Manners. 


p 


BITUAR1ES. 


>ikd,  November  2,  1894,  Joiin  Marshall,  of  the  1st  Philadelphia  congrega- 
i,  in  the  57lh  year  of  his  age. 

Iiss  Ma  in  a  Paul,  a  member  of  the  3d  Philadelphia  R.  P.  congregation,  died 
v  16, 1893,  stged  24  years  Her  life  was  short,  but  her  work  was  finished,  and 
has  entered  upon  her  reward.  R.  0.  M. 

Ik  William  Ewino,  of  .\nfflin  township,  Allegheny  county,  died  on  Tues- 
,  December  4,  1894  Many  of  our  ministers  have  enjoyed  the  kind  hospitality 
limself  and  wife.  Few  persons  were  as  highly  esteemed  in  the  community 
rliich  he  lived. 

[r.  George  Gunn,  uncle  of  Mr.  G.  Gunn,  of  the  Central  Allegheny  congre- 
(>u,  died  at  his  home  in  VVellsville,  Ohio,  on  the  15th  of  September.  He  was 
emljer  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  highly  esteemed  by  his  brethren 
by  the  com mu ni t.v  in  which  he  lived.  A  very  large  concourse  of  people 
present  at  the  funeral  services,  which  were  held  in  the  church  building  in 
ch  lie  had  been  accustomed  to  worship. 

b<sie  G.,  daughter  of  elder  James  R.  Wilson,  of  New  Concord,  Ohio,  and 
e  of  Rev.  D.  G.  Thompson,  departed  this  life  on  the  eveniug  of  February 
1894,  ayed  23  years.  Although  ou  account  of  mental  weakness  she  never 
le  a  profession  of  faith  in  Christ  for  herself,  the  surviving  father,  brothers 
suiters  can  comfort  themselves  with  the  hope  that  when  they  again  see  her 
ill  be  in  the  presence  of  Jesus  iu  her  '*  right  mind."  I.  M.  P. 

[rs.  Mattie  E  (Finley)  Mathews  died  on  May  30,  1894,  aged  36  years  and 
Inys.  She  left  behind  a  husband  and  five  little  children,  (one  only  a  month 
)  Brought  up  in  the  Covenanter  Church,  she  was  at  the  time  of  her  death 
ember  of  Old  Kethel  congregation.  Her  sickness  lasted  only  two  days.  Her 
eriugs  were  intense,  but  she  was  supported  by  her  covenant  Gv>d.  She  had 
:ears  of  death,  for  its  sting  had  been  extracted.  She  wished  to  live  simply 
the  rake  of  her  hushaud  and  helpless  children.     For  her  to  die  was  gain. 

R.  C.  Reed. 

lit.  John  A.  Stewart  was  born  in  Armstrong  couuty,  Pa.,  May  17,  1849,  and 
1  June  22,  lb94,  at  his  home  in  Wilkinsburg,  Pa.  He  was  a  lover  of  the 
(1  and  the  people  of  God.  For  quite  a  length  of  time  he  was  a  sufferer  from 
dread  disease,  consumption.  During  all  his  afflictions  he  never  murmured, 
faith  in  Christ  was  implicit.  Strongly  attached  to  his  tamily,  he  was  vet  willing 
•mrait  them  to  the  care  of  his  heavenly  Father.  When  the  end  came  lie 
ily  passed  away.  His  widow  and  children  have  the  comforting  promise, 
father  of  the  fatherless  and  a  judge  of  the  widows  is  God  in  his  holy  habi- 


>n." 


24  Obituaries.  [Jan. 

Mr.  William  Cowan,  of  Lanark,  Scotlaud,  well  known  to  some  of  our  minis- 
ters, has  died. 

The  h.  M.  S.  of  Bellefontaine,  Ohio,  congregation  passed  resolutions  on  the 
death  of  Miss  Aggie  Guthrie,  who  died  November  6,  1893. 

Mrs.  Sarah  White  died  July  18,  1894,  in  the  75th  year  of  her  age.  She  was 
bom  in  Rathfryland,  Ireland,  and  came  to  this  country  in  1850,  connecting  with 
the  2d  R.  P.  congregation  of  Philadelphia,  of  which  she  was  a  member  until  bar 
death.  She  lived  in  widowhood  sixteen  years,  abiding  with  Jesus  in  close  fellow- 
ship, receiving  from  him  the  support  and  grace  that  made  her  life  pecoliafy 
jxMceful  and  pleasant.  She  was  truly  devoted  to  God's  house  and  all  his  ordi- 
nances. Death  came  suddenly  :■  her  energies  relaxed,  she  sank  into  a  state  of 
weakness,  evidently  passing  through  the  valley  without  fear  or  pain.  They  who 
have  sorrow  in  be r  separation  from  them  will  rind  comfort  in  recalling  her  meek 
and  lovely  life  which  had  such  a  peaceful  end.  J.  C.  M. 

Mrs.  Jane  Anderson,  of  Camden,  N.  J.,  and  a  member  of  the  8d  Philadel- 
phia congregation,  died  July  1,  1894,  aged  62  years.  Mrs.  Anderson  united  with 
the  3d  It.  P.  congregation  of  Philadelphia  April  7,  1857,  and  remained  intha 
connection  until  her  death.  Mrs.  Anderson  was  a  faithful  wife,  an  affectiontte 
mother  and  a  sincere  and  earnest  Christian.  "And  I  heard  a  voice  from  heaven 
saying  unto  me,  write,  Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord  from  hence- 
forth, yea  saith  the  Spirit,  that  they  may  rest  from  their  labors  and  their  works 
do  follow  them."  R.  C.  M. 

The  L.  M.  S.  of  the  3d  church,  Philadelphia,  made  record  of  the  death  of  one 
of  the  members,  Mrs.  Jane  Andkkson,  in  resolutions  prepared  by  a  committee 
consisting  of  Elizabeth  Forsythe,  Anna  Johnston  and  Ruth  Mac  Knight. 

Died,  June  13.  1894.  Mhs.  Margaret  Milligan,  widow  of  the  late  Williw 
Milligan,  in  her  60th  year.  Mrs.  Milligan  was  an  earnest,  active,  happy  Chris- 
tian woman,  and  a  ready  helper  in  every  good  work.  Her  religion  was  of  the 
sympathetic,  affectionate  type.  She  was  devotedly  attached  to  the  principles  *t 
the  church,  in  which  she  was  born  and  baptized,  abd  to  which  she  united  herself 
early  in  life,  by  profession.  She  was  afflicted  for  many  years,  but  patiently  en- 
dured. She  had  some  pKiiods  of  severe  trial — spiritual  darkness  and  sore  temp* 
tation,  but  came  out  a  conqueror  at  the  last.  Her  children  and  grand -children, 
her  aged  father  (elder  J.  T.  Montgomery)  and  brothers  and  sisters  miss  her,  bflt 
all  are  comforted  in  the  thought  that  she  has  joiued  the  General  Assembly. 

T.  P.  Robb. 

The  Sabbath  School  of  Sharon,  Iowa,  congregation  passed  resolutions  on  the 
death  of  one  c  f  its  members,  Mrs.  Margaret  Milligan.  These  were  prepared  by 
a  committee  consisting  of  Mrs.  Mary  Reed,  Mrs.  Sarah  Kilpatrick  and  Mr.  John 
Ivilpatrick. 

Died,  at  her  home  in  Allegheny,  on  October  8,  1894,  12:30  A.  M.,  Mrs.  Mab- 
cjaret  McCutcheon,  wife  >f  elder  John  Logan,  of  Ceutral  Allegheny  congre- 
gation. Exemplary  in  her  life,  regular  in  her  attendance  upon  the  ordinances, 
ever  leady  to  co-operate  in  church  work,  strong  iu  her  attachments,  firm  in  her 
friendships,  speaking  no  evil,  always  ready  to  hear  good  and  not  willing  to  giw 
an  ear  to  bad  reports,  Mrs.  Logan  secured  the  confidence  and  affection  of  her 
pastor  and  brethren,  by  whom  she  was  justly  held  in  high  esteem.  She  bid 
the  very  great  satisfaction  of  seeing  all  her  children  in  the  church  and  earned* 
active  workers  for  Christ.  Her  death  was  what  it  is  promised  the  death  of  the 
righteous  shall  be — peace.  Her  husband  and  children  have  the  sincerest  sym- 
pathy of  their  many  friends. 

41  Dearest  mother  thou  hast  left  us, 
Here  thy  loss  we  deeply  feel  ; 
I  Jut  'tis  God  that  hast  bereft  us, 
He  can  all  our  sorrows  heal. 

Yet  again  we  hope  to  meet  thee, 

When  the  day  of  life  is  fled  ; 
IJut  in  heaven  with  joy  to  greet  thee, 

Where  no  farewell  tears  are  shed.*' 
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Editorial. 

POLITICS. 


The  United  States  freed  the  slaves  of  the  south  and  then  wiped  out 
by  constitutional  amendment  the  color  line  as  to  suffrage.  Laws  have 
been  enacted  to  follow  up  these  national  deeds,  but  they  have  been 
feebly  executed,  and  the  election  laws  were  lately  repealed  by  the 
Democratic  party,  now  in  power  in  both  Houses  of  Congress.  The 
begroes  are  left  to  seek  even  their  civil  rights  in  the  courts  of  the 
States.  With  what  result  is  well  known.  In  1893,  the  Columbian 
Commissioners  wrestled  with  the  Illinois  authorities,  both  State  and 
municipal,  and  with  the  Exposition  Directory  over  the  opening  of  the 
Pair  on  the  Sabbath,  when  Federal  aid  was  taken  and  used  on  condi- 
tion of  closing.  The  judicial  authorities  passed  on  the  question;  the 
democratic  chief  justice  called  off  all  Federal  interference  with  the 
control  of  the  Fair  in  his  respect  to  the  limitations  of  the  respective 
jurisdictions  of  State  and  Nation.  The  Exposition  company  then 
toade  away  with  Federal  money,  in  gross  violation  of  their  own  agree- 
ment 

Bnt,  lol  there  is  a  Power  that  works  for  righteousness,  uncovering 
the  crafty  counsels  of  men.  Not  a  year  passed  till  all  this  quibbling 
disappeared,  and  names  conspicuous  in  1893  as  strict  constructionists 
cm  now  be  quoted  as  among  the  most  liberal  interpreters  of  the  Con- 
futation. What  made  the  change  ?  The  railroad  strike.  When  Altgeld, 
,fte  governor  of  Illinois,  declined  to  ask  Federal  aid  to  suppress  dis- 
. *ider,  in  his  sympathy  with  the  strikers,  the  President  then,  against 

lis  protest,  maintained  a  force  at  Chicago  to  enforce  the  Federal  laws. 
;«Altgeld's  character  has  been  brought  out,  and  it  has  served  a  purpose. 

Democrat  though  he  is,  the  Democratic  President  set  his  will  aside 

tod,  with  the  endorsement  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  established 

He  peace. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  Federal  Constitution  there  has  been 
constant  agitation  as  to  the  limits  of  Federal  authority.     The  early 
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Republicans  opposed  the  Federalists,  gaining  a  number  of  amend- 
ments to  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  then  placing  Thomas  Jefferson 
in  the  presidential  chair.  But  the  seating  of  John  Marshall  as  Chief 
Justice  gave  the  Federal  party  the  fruit  of  his  able  and  wise  interpre- 
tation of  the  Constitution,  and  this  has  gone  far  to  fix  its  meaning. 
The  Civil  War  in  its  results  went  still  further  in  establishing  the 
national  power,  but  yet  the  conquered  South  resisted  and  thwarted 
the  government  in  many  ways.  Now,  we  see  the  change.  Judge 
Cooley's  paper,  read  before  the  American  Bar  Association,  at  Saratoga, 
on  August  22d,  last,  said  :  "  The  action  taken  by  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress  in  approving  in  emphatic  terms  what  had  been  done  by  the 
President  was  equivalent  to  an  expression  of  their  opinion  that  the 
protest  of  the  governor  was  not  only  unwarranted  but  was  revolution- 
ary. The  sentiment  of  the  country  as  expressed  in  its  public  journals 
and  otherwise  was  to  the  same  effect,  and  the  question  of  constitu- 
tional law  may  be  considered  practically  settled." 

The  conclusions  are  far  reaching.  It  is  well  for  the  country  that 
the  crisis  calling  for  a  decision  came  under  Democratic  rule,  came  at 
the  period  when  for  the  first  time  since  the  Civil  War  that  party  has 
complete  ascendancy.  Looking  back,  one  may  ask,  What  had  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  done  in  1861  but  declare  his  purpose  to  execute  the 
Federal  laws  and  to  hold  Federal  property  within  the  States?  Yet 
for  this  Sumter  was  bombarded.  There  is  then  a  Federal  supreme 
power  and  the  Lord  will  hold  the  nation  to  account  for  evils  that  it 
can  and  should  prevent.  Too  often  the  remissness  of  the  government 
to  administer  justice  on  behalf  of  the  negro,  the  Chinaman  and  others 
has  been  excused  by  the  limitations  of  Federal  power,  and  this  even 
in  face  of  treaties.  W. 

P  S  A  L  M  0  D  Y . 


We  noted   in   our   last   number  a  series  of  questions  raised  by  Tht 
Christian  llr/oniier,  as  to  the  singing  of  hymns  in  Christian  assem-  I 
blies.     The  editorial  had  added  :     "  We  are  not   offering  any  answer 
to  these  questions."     The  questions  were  suggestive,  yes,  more.    A 
young  person,  an   active  Christian,  said  to  her  father  after  reading 
them  :     "  I   feel  as  if  the  tempter  were  talking  to   me."     She  had 
been  taught,  of  course,  the  exclusive  claims  of  the  Scripture  Psalm- 
ody.    We   thought   an    answer    was   needed.      Besides   giving  this 
answer  we  said,  that  the  questions  "  need  to  be  followed  up  by  argu- 
ments for  these  claims,  and  this  is  what  we  may  expect  from  The 
Dissenter."     No  editorial  followed  until  January  12th,  when  a  reply 
appeared,  but  it  was  a  reply  to  our  attempt  to  counsel  the  youth  not 
to  sing  hymns  in  these  great  Christian  assemblies,  union  with  which 
had  been  discussed  elsewhere.     These  brethren  use  them   in   praise. 
Against  this  use  we  have  a  testimony.     Towards   them,  the  course  of 
The  Reformer  is  unfaithful ;  towards  our  youth,  most  unwise. 

This  is  not  a  question  that  is  peculiar  to  our  church.     All  who 
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love  the  Psalms  know  well  what  is  at  stake.  There  are  too  many 
beacons  of  the  past  to  allow  any  to  founder — unawares.  We  have 
with  us  in  our  contention  with  such  teaching  many  in  all  Psalm- 
singing  churches.  We  regret  very  much  this  new  and  unexpected 
departure  of  The  Christian  Reformer,  especially  as  it  makes  a  special 
effort  to  instruct  the  young,  by  its  issue  of  Our  Youth.  The  issue  of 
January  12th  reached  us  January  16th,  the  delay  being  explained  to 
subscribers.  This  present  number  was  then  well  advanced,  so  we 
have  written  briefly.  We  close  by  warning  our  youth  against  the 
casuistry  taught  in  The  Christian  Reformer  on  the  subject  of  the  use 
)f  hymns  in  Christian  assemblies.  W. 


BETTER    METHODS. 


The  plan  in  use  at  the  present  time  in  our  church  for  supplying 
vacancies  and  cultivating  mission  stations  is  as  follows:  At  each 
oeeting  of  Synod  a  report  is  made  of  the  unsettled  ministers  and 
icentiates  who  desire  appointments  during  the  year.  These  are  dis- 
ributed  among  the  presbyteries  according  to  the  amount  of  time 
sked  for.  The  committees  on  supplies  in  the  presbyteries  assign 
bese  as  well  as  they  can  to  the  different  vacancies.  Except  an  occa- 
ional  supplement  and  an  occasional  visitation,  this  is  all  presbyteries 
o  for  the  building  up  of  the  congregations  under  their  care  and 
rissionating  among  the  neglected.  There  are  three  defects  in  our 
•resent  plan  : 

1st.  The  time  of  the  laborers  is  not  fully  taken.  Perhaps  each 
ear  one-third  is  unprovided  for.  As  ministers  and  licentiates  are 
ccustomed  to  depend  upon  the  church  for  appointments,  during  the 
me  for  which  no  arrangement  has  been  made  they  are  generally  idle. 

2d.  Weak  congregations  and  mission  stations  are  not  supplied  as 
hey  should  be  witli  preaching.  £15.00  is  the  amount  Synod  has  de- 
nied shall  be  paid  for  each  day's  preaching.  Private  arrangements 
or  a  less  sum  are  discouraged  as  this  "  would  have  a  tendency  to 
)ring  down  the  price."  Consequently  vacancies  receive  only  so  much 
preaching  as  they  are  willing  to  pay  for.  The  result  is  some  receive 
so  very  little  that  it  is  a  wonder  they  live. 

3d.  Little  or  no  oversight  is  taken  of  vacancies.  Presbyterial 
visitation  is  seldom  attended  to.  Congregations  do  pretty  much  as 
they  please.  In  Pittsburgh  Presbytery  one  has  persistently  refused 
to  receive  supplies  or  to  send  a  delegate  to  presbytery  for  at  least  two 
years,  and  nothing  is  done  about  it.  Dr.  Cuyler  emphasises  pastoral 
work  as  essential  to  the  success  of  the  minister.  Every  careful  ob- 
server will  endorse  his  strong  language.  And  yet,  as  our  present 
[Jan  now  is,  the  person  appointed  to  preach  fills  his  appointment, 
joing  as  a  rule  on  Saturday,  preaching  on  Sabbath,  and  returning 
tfonday.  There  is  no  time  for  visiting  the  sick,  looking  after  the 
areless,  attending  the  prayermeeting,  encouraging  in  work,  etc.,  etc. 
Sxcept  the  supply  there  is  no  minister  to  attend  to  this. 
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Thus  by  our  present  method  no  arrangement  is  made  for  taking 
the  full  time  of  our  laborers,  for  supplying  with  regular  preaching 
our  vacancies,  and  for  their  proper  cultivation.  That  is,  there  is  a 
great  demand  for  laborers,  and  yet  we  have  too  many;  there  is  a 
great  demand  for  the  preaching  and  yet,  although  we  have  the 
laborers,  we  cannot  supply  it.  Cultivation  of  our  vacancies  and 
stations  is  greatly  needed,  and  yet  by  us  it  is  almost  entirely  neglected. 

It  is  time  a  change  be  made.  The  church  should  arrange  for  the 
employment  of  her  ministry.  If  she  does  not,  however,  the  ministry 
should  not  be  idle  because  of  her  neglect.  They  should  seek  for 
themselves  opportunities  to  proclaim  the  gospel. 

All  promising  stations  should  receive  preaching  and  all  that  is 
necessary  for  their  successful  cultivation,  even  if  $15.00  per  diem 
cannot  be  raised.  Christ  did  not  say,  Go  ye  into  the  world  and 
preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature,  provided  that  the  ecclesiastical 
body  with  which  you  are  connected  secure  you  full  appointments,  or 
provided  you  receive  full  compensation,  $15.00  per  diem.  No!  The 
command  is  "  Go  ye  and  preach,"  whether  or  not  you  are  givea 
appointments  or  receive  compensation.  There  will  be  reward  enough 
for  the  faithful  minister  after  while. 

Our  method  of  supplying  should  be  so  changed  that  the  person 
appointed  will  be  able  to  remain  with  the  people  to  whom  he  minister! 
sufficiently  long  to  become  acquainted  and  perform  pastoral  work. 
"  Why  do  you  not  put  Spring  Garden  under  the  care  of  presbytery?" 
was  asked  by  a  brother  minister  after  preaching  there.  "  Because,* 
was  the  reply,  "  presbytery  would  kill  it  in  about  six  months."  If 
placed  under  its  care  a  scale  of  appointments  would  be  made  out. 
Each  Sabbath,  very  probably,  a  different  person  would  be  sent  to 
preach.  He  would  come,  preach  and  leave  without  getting  acquainted 
with  the  people.  This  would  not  do.  It  is  not  the  way  mission  work  is 
carried  on  there.  Mr.  A.  J.  McFarland  missionated  there  a  part  of 
last  summer.  He  roomed  and  boarded  in  the  village,  visited  the 
homes  of  the  people,  became  acquainted  with  the  young,  attended  the 
prayer- meeting,  the  missionary  society  and  Sabbath  School  and  preached 
a  sermon  on  Sabbath  evening.   It  is  no  wonder  the  mission  flourished. 

Now,  why  cannot  something  like  this  be  done  in  all  our  weak  con- 
gregations  and   stations?     Wherever   tried   it  has  succeeded.    Mr. 
Martin,  when  attending  the  Seminary,  lived  at  McKeesport,  and  took 
charge  of  that  congregation.     It  flourished  greatly  under  his  care 
Mr.  Mclsaac  is  doing  the  same  there  now  and   with  vhe  same  result 
Oil  Creek  congregation  became  disorganized  a  few  years  ago.    At  the 
time  of  the  reorganization,  the  prospects  were  anything  but  bright 
However  a  call  was  moderated  in  favor  of  Mr.  Crowe  and  accepted} 
and  he  was  installed.     We  have  not  been  present  at  any  congregation 
for  a  long  time  in  which  there  was  more  evidence  of  life  than  was 
there  last  fall  at  the  communion  season.    Mr.  Crowe's  time  is  but  half 
taken.     If  another  small  congregation  would  take  the*  other  half  the 
same  result  would   no  doubt  follow,  and  by  careful  cultivation  we 
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Blight  have,  instead  of  two  small  dying  stations,  two  spirited  and 
comparatively  strong  congregations.  This  was  the  plan  adopted  by 
Pittsburgh  Presbytery  a  few  years  ago,  but  never  fully  carried  out. 

Dr.  S.  Collins,  of  the  U.  P.  Church,  in  a  few  remarks  in  the  prayer- 
meeting  of  Central  Allegheny  congregation,  a  short  time  ago,  gave  his 
experience  with  reference  to  this  subject.  Finding  that  his  whole 
time  was  not  fully  occupied  and  not  willing  to  be  idle,  he  asked  per- 
mission to  take  the  oversight  of  two  weak  congregations,  each  of  which 
was  about  forty  miles  distant  from  his  home  and  in  different  directions, 
he  to  get  what  compensation  they  could  pay  him.  His  request  was 
granted.  The  one  congregation  was  so  run  down  that  for  the  whole 
of  the  year  preceding  it  had  not  taken  one  day's  preaching.  The 
other  was  very  weak  and  worshipped  in  an  old  building  unsuitable 
md  out  of  the  way.  After  supplying  for  some  time,  he  asked  to  be 
released  from  the  former,  which  was  granted.  But  such  was  the  good 
result  of  his  work  that  needed  repairs  were  put  on  the  church-building 
ind  during  the  past  year  the  congregation  has  had  preaching  every 
Sabbath.  He  still  ministers  to  the  latter.  New  life  has  been  infused 
into  it.  A  neat  and  convenient  church-building  well  located  has  been 
srected  on  which  there  is  no  debt.  It  will  not  be  surprising  if 
are  long  the  congregation  becomes  self-sustaining.  Dr.  Collins  added 
that  while  he  never  received  full  compensation  for  his  services  he  still 
found  that  in  one  way  or  another  he  was  abundantly  repaid.  If 
n  our  weak  congregations  anangements  can  be  made  by  which  min- 
sters who  are  willing  can  lal>or  in  them  for  a  time,  receiving  such 
compensation  as  the  people  can  give,  why  not  let  it  be  done?  Why 
lot  encourage  it?  Better  far  than  have  our  ministers  idle  because 
ley  have  no  appointments  and  our  small  congregations  dying  because 
iere  are  no  laborers  to  cultivate  them.  J.  W.  S. 
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RIGINAL. 


JACOB'S    LADDER. 


(Concluded  trom  page  13.) 

Genesis  28  :  12 — And  be  dreamed,  and  behold,  a  ladder  set  up  ou  the  earth  and 
tite  top  of  it  reached  to  heaven :  and  behold  the  angels  of  God  ascending  and 
fecending  on  it. 

II.  A  second  way  that  Christ  connects  heaven  and  earth  is  by  his 
ttonement  or  by  his  making  at-one,  that  is,  reconciling,  God  and  man. 
When  sin  entered  the  world  it  seperated  God  and  man  by  an  infinite 
distance.  It  placed  an  illimitable  chasm  between  the  two.  Henceforth 
God  in  consistency  with  his  attribute  of  justice  would  deal  with  men 
only  as  enemies.  How  was  this  breach  to  be  healed,  this  chasm  to  be 
bridged,  the  distance  to  be  annihilated  ?  Where  was  the  daysman 
betwixt  the  two,  that  might  lay  his  hand  upon  both  and  bring  together 
igain  in  peace  ?  Who  was  able  to  remove  the  legal  obstacles  that 
wired  all  human  access  to  the  throne  of  God  ?     To  all  these  questions 
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the  Bible  points  us  to  Christ  as  the  answer.  "Behold  the  Lamb  of 
God  that  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world."  "  Who  his  own  self 
bore  our  sins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree  that  we  being  dead  to  sins 
should  live  unto  righteousness,  by  whose  stripes  ye  were  healed.  For  ye 
were  as  sheep  going  astray  but  are  now  returned  unto  the  Shepherd  and 
Bishop  of  your  souls."  "  There  is  thefore  now  no  condemnation  to 
them  which  are  in  Christ  Jesus."  "  Who  shall  lay  any  thing  to  the 
charge  of  God's  elect?  It  is  God  that  justifieth  ?  Who  is  he  that 
condemneth  ?  It  is  Christ  that  died,  yea  rather  that  is  risen  again 
who  is  even  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  who  also  maketh  intercession 
for  us."  Now  to  this  truth  that  Christ  connects  heaven  and  earth  by 
his  atonement  there  is  also  a  practical  side.  Only  those  are  atoned 
for.  are  madeat-one  with  God,  who  accept  of  Christ  as  their  substitute. 
This  indeed,  lies  in  the  very  nature  of  the  case.  If  two  men  should 
for  any  reason  become  estranged,  and  one  should  propose  to  the  other 
that  the  only  way  he  was  willing  to  be  reconciled  was  by  leaving  the 
whole  matter  in  the  hands  of  some  third  person  that  he  would  men- 
tion, and  if  then  the  other  should  refuse  to  accept  of  this  proposal  it 
is  evident  that  reconciliation  between  the  two  would  be  impossible. 
Now  this  is  exactly  the  condition  of  affairs  between  God  and  sinners. 
God  being  the  one  against  whom  the  offense  has  been  committed,  as 
well  as  being  sovereign  had  the  right  to  determine  the  terms  on  which 
he  was  willing  to  receive  the  offenders  back  into  favor.  This  right 
he  has  exercised  and  if  we  refuse  to  comply  with  those  terms  that  he 
has  determined,  then  all  hope  is  gone;  we  must  forever  remain  and 
be  treated  as  enemies  of  God.  It  is  only  by  having  the  blood  sprinkled 
upon  the  lintel  and  the  two-door  pasts  that  we  can  secure  the  passing 
over  of  the  destroying  angel.  Out  of  Christ,  God  is  a  consuming  fire. 
Who  then  will  reject  his  overtures  for  peace?  Who  then  will  be 90 
foot-hardy  as  to  brave  the  fury  of  his  anger  alone?  O  sinner  flee 
from  the  wrath  to  come.  Leave  not  your  golden  opportunity  by 
delay.  Be  not  guilty  of  trampling  under  foot  the  Son  of  God  and  of 
counting  the  blood  of  the  covenant  wherewith  he  was  sanctified  an  un- 
holy thing  and  of  doing  despite  to  the  Spirit  of  grace.  For  we  know 
him  that  hath  said:  vengence  belongeth  unto  me,  I  will  recompense  saith 
the  Lord.  And  again,  the  Lord  shall  judge  his  people.  It  is  a  fear- 
ful thing  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  living  God. 

III.  A  third  way  in  which  Christ  serves  as  the  ladder  connecting 
heaven  and  earth  is  by  his  teaching.  He  is  the  medium  of  all  com- 
munication from  God  to  man,  that  person  of  the  Trinity  who  reveals 
or  makes  known  all  divine  truth.  God  essential  never  speaks  directly 
to  man,  but  always  by  means  of  the  intervening  agency  of  the  Son. 
But  some  one  asks  what  about  the  Spirfc,  the  Holy  Ghost?  Does  he 
not  have  something  to  do  in  this  matter  of  imparting  truth  ?  YeS) 
we  reply,  the  Spirit  has  much  to  do  with  this  matter,  but  at  the  same 
time  his  part  in  the  work  is  entirely  distinct  from  Christ's  part.  This 
distinction  might  be  expressed  this  way:  Christ  makes  the  objective 
revelation,  the  Spirit  gives  the  subjective  power  to  receive  that  revela- 
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.  To  illustrate :  in  order  to  vision,  two  things  are  necessary, — 
t  and  eyes.  If  either  of  these  be  wanting  there  will  be  no  vision, 
ilso  as  to  knowledge,  two  things  are  necessary — truth  and  intellect, 
the  absence  of  either  of  these  there  would  be  no  knowledge.  It 
>ld  of  Dr.  Johnson  that  at  one  time  he  was  discussing  a  certain 
it  with  a  friend,  and  after  he  had  made  the  matter  as  he  thought 
r  his  friend  remarked  that  it  might  be  all  right  but  he  couldn't  see 
lat  way.  "  Well,"  Dr.  Johnson  answered  in  his  gruff  way,  "  I 
perfectly  willing  to  furnish  you  the  facts  in  the  case,  but  I  can't 
\  you  brains."  The  force  of  the  Doctor's  answer  lay  in  the  prin- 
5 1  have  just  stated,  that  both  truth  and  intellect  are  necessary  to 
wledge.  These  illustrations  will  help  to  make  plain  the  distinc- 
between  what  Christ  does  in  the  matter  of  instructing  mankind 
what  the  Holy  Spirit  does;  Christ  gives  the  light,  the  Spirit  gives 
eyes  upon  which  that  light  may  act;  Christ  gives  the  truth,  the 
it  gives  the  brains  to  perceive  that  truth.  Christ  is  the  book  that 
study  by  means  of  the  inherent  power  witli  which  the  Spirit 
)ws  us.  All  that  we  know,  or  can  know  in  regard  to  the  nature 
he  divine  being  we  learn  from  Christ.  He  is  the  express  image 
he  Godhead,  otherwise  invisible,  and  he  is  the  radiant  glory  of 
divine  essence.  No  man  hath  seen  God  at  any  time  save  the  Son 
he  to  whom  the  Son  reveals  him.  He  that  hath  seen  the  Son,  the 
mate  Word,  hath  seen  the  Father.  "  All  the  lights  of  nature, 
broken  fragments  of  tradition,  the  secrets  of  the  ethnic  temples, 
wisdom  of  the  schools,  the  crescent  moons  of  philosophy,  science 
the  arts,  the  broader  daylight  of  modern  civilization,  all  these 
far  more  than  these,  the  brightest  constellations  of  supernatural 
Jation,  the  rising  sun  of  the  inspired  Scriptures  from  the  first 
n  growing  brighter  aud  brighter  to  the  perfect  day,  and  the  un- 
illeled  radiance  of  the  celestial  throne  within  the  circle  of  which 
archangels  stand — all  these  are  but  the  reflections  of  his  inex- 
stible  light  whose  function  it  is  to  make  manifest  the  otherwise 
len  light  of  God."  From  the  very  first  Christ  has  been  the 
inel  and  the  only  channel  through  which  divine  truth  has  been 
lght  down  from  heaven  to  earth.  It  was  he  that  spoke  to  and 
•ugh  the  Old  Testament  saints,  that  inspired  their  words  and  gave 
to  their  religious  experience  which  in  the  immortal  Psalms  have 
>rae  normal  to  the  Christians  of  all  ages.  But  it  is  in  his  all-perfect 
ian  life  standing  alone,  the  conspicuous  anomaly  of  all  history, 
.  we  find  the  transcendent  lesson  Christ  has  taught  the  world, — a 
on  alike  as  to  the  nature  and  prerogatives  of  God  aud  as  to  the 
abilities  and  responsibilities  of  man,  which  after  the  lapse  of  nearly 
milleniums  remains  the  acknowledged  lesson  of  all  times,  acknowl- 
ed  as  well  by  foe  as  friend.  In  the  inspired  text  of  the  New 
tament,  in  the  special  dispensations  of  grace  which  have  led  his 
rch  forth  through  ail  the  changes  ot  two  thousand  years,  ir.  his 
?ral  providence  comprehending  the  evolution  of  all  nations,  in  the 
eless  and  everywhere  active  operations  of  the  Holy  Ghost  on  our 
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hearts,  iu  the  new  light  breaking  in  upon  each  wondering  soul  at  death 
and  in  the  revelation  of  uuutterable  things  in  the  third  heaven  of 
which  Paul  had  a  transient  glimpse  which  it  is  not  lawful  to  utter  on 
earth — Christ  has  been  fulfilling  his  teaching  function  in  the  great 
work  of  human  redemption,  has  been  connecting  as  by  a  ladder 
heaven  and  earth,  and  throughout  the  eternal  ages  he  will  never  cease 
so  doing.  In  the  New  Jerusalem,  in  the  city  of  gold  and  crystal 
wherein  the  unending  career  God's  perfected  sous  shall  continuously 
reign,  he  shall  continue  the  inexhaustible  source  of  all  their  know- 
ing.    For  forever  and  forever  "  the  Lamb  is  the  light  thereof." 

IV.  The  fourth  way  in  which  Christ  connects  heaven  and  earth 
is  by  his  intercession.  He  is  continually  interceding  on  behalf  of  the 
world,  but  especially  on  behalf  of  his  true  followers.  He  does  this 
in  three  different  ways, — by  his  presence,  by  his  prayers  and  by  his 
arguments.  He  stands  as  it  were  before  God,  and  by  that  very  act  re- 
minds God  of  his  promise  to  him  and  through  him  to  the  human 
race.  He  is  there  as  our  representative,  and  thus  unites  heaven  and 
earth  in  the  same  way  that  a  foreign  minister  to  our  country  unites 
the  country  he  represents  with  ours,  reminding  us  of  the  treaty 
existing  between  the  two.  And  then  to  the  character  of  representa- 
tive he  adds  that  of  a  suppliant,  praying  God  for  blessings  upon  man- 
kind. And  finally  in  addition  to  these,  he  actually  pleads  for  us, 
■claiming  certain  things  for  us  as  a  matter  of  right,  just  as  a  lawyer 
would  plead  for  his  client.  "  We  have  an  advocate  "  says  John,  "with 
the  Father,  Jesus  Christ  the  righteous."  It  is  because  of  the  efficacy 
of  the  intercession  of  Christ  that  any  blessing  is  bestowed  upon  the 
world.  It  is  by  virtue  of  that  intercession  that  the  wicked  are  not 
immediate  y  cut  off,  that  they  have  the  gospel  preached  to 
them,  and  every  opportunity  afforded  them  of  returning  unto  God. 
Christ  as  intercessor,  has  arrested  in  behalf  of  the  human  race  as  a 
body  the  immediate  execution  of  the  legal  penalty.  It  is  he  that 
causes  that  judgment  against  an  evil  work  should  not  be  executed 
speedily.  The  whole  course  of  hunvin  history,  of  all  peoples  and 
nations,  of  all  religions  and  civilizations,  has  been  involved  under  the 
shield  of  his  cross,  under  a  dispensation  of  arrested  judgment  or  for- 
bearance secured  through  his  mediation.  But  in  a  special  sense  does 
<Jhrist  intercede  for  believers,  for  those  that  God  "  hath  given"  him. 
For  such  he  secures  the  right  to  draw  near  to  the  inmost  heart  of  God 
and  to  offer  acceptable  service  and  worship.  He  delivers  them  from 
all  bondage,  alike  from  evil  within,  and  evil  without,  and  sets  them 
in  a  position  to  reign  over  all  subordinate  powers,  alike  of  the 
spiritual  and  material  world.  He  crowns  them  with  his  own  crown, 
and  makes  them  to  sit  with  himself  on  his  own  throne,  for  they  are, 
through  the  entire  range  of  their  being,  and  during  the  entire  sweep 
of  their  existence  joint-heirs  with  Christ.  This  truth  is  as  sure  as  it 
is  wonderful.  Yet  it  surpasseth,  utterly  snrpasseth  understanding- 
Thought  gives  place  to  emotion  and  rises  into  adoring  rapture. 
A%  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that,   was  slain  to  receive  power,  and  riches, 
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and  wisdom,  and  strength,  and  honor,  and  glory,  and  blessing.  Bless- 
ing and  honor,  and  glory  and  power  hi  unto  him  that  sitteth  upon  the 
throne  and  unto  the  Lamb  forever  and  ever."  "  For  thou  wast  slain, 
and  thou  hast  redeemed  us  to  God  by  thy  blood  out  of  every  kindred 
and  tongue,  and  people  and  nation  ;  and  hath  made  us  unto  our  God 
kings  aud  priests;  and  we  shall  reign  on  the  earth." 

By  .way  of  bringing  this  discussion  to  a  close  I  would  direct  your 
minds  to  a  few  thoughts  drawn  from  the  context  from  which  our  text 
is  taken.  There  is  a  solemnity  that  attaches  to  this  truth  that  we  have 
had  before  us  with  which  we  should  be  impressed.  Jacob,  we  are 
told,  awaked  out  of  his  sleep  and  he  said,  "  surely  the  Lord  is  in  this 
place  and  I  knew  it  not ; "  and  he  was  afraid  and  said,  "  how  dreadful 
is  this  place."  How  is  it,  and  how  should  it  be  with  us  when  con- 
templating this  marvelous  truth  that  earth  is  in  actual  connection 
with  heaven  through  the  incarnation,  the  atonement,  the  teaching  and 
the  intercession  of  Christ  ?  Should  it  not  truly  create  within  us  a 
holy  awe  ?  Should  it  not  cast  a  seriousness  over  our  daily  lives  that 
would  give  color  to  our  every  act  ?  J.  Knox  Reed. 
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Gal  way  and  Duanesburgh  now  being  vacant,  on  the  27th  of  June, 
1802,  John  Cullings  was  appointed  to  go  to  presbytery  in  New  York 
City,  and  seek  for  a  supply  of  preaching.  Rev.  Alex.  McLeod  preached 
August  15,  1802,  and  baptized  seventeen  children.  In  February,  1803, 
the  people  l>egan  the  erection  of  a  church  building  in  Duanesburgh.  The 
lot  was  given  by  Judge  Duane,  and  a  lot  for  a  parsonage  by  his  daughter. 
tt  was  six  yeai  s,  however,  before  the  church  building  was  completed.  It 
tfas  painted  a  bright  yellow  color,  and  was  distinguished  throughout 
Ae surrounding  country  as  "The  Yellow  Church."  Rev.  Alex.  Mc- 
Leod preached  the  first  sermon  in  it,  July  31,  1803,  while  unfinished. 
Walter  Maxwell  erected  a  large  number  of  sheds  for  horses,  in  March, 
1804.     The  parsonage  was  not  built  until  1829. 

On  the  20th  of  March,  1805,  the  congregations  sent  a  letter  to 
Rev.  William  Gibson,  of  Ryegate,  Vt.,  to  have  him  come  and 
moderate  in  a  call.  Several  ministers  had  preached  there,  notably 
kfr.  Matthew  Williams,  licentiate. 

In  the  fall  of  1807,  the  united  congregations  of  Duanesburgh  and 
3al*ay  called  Rev.  S.  B.  Wylie  of  Philadelphia.  Walter 
Maxwell  was  sent  to  the  presbytery  meeting,  at  Conococheague,  Pa., 
ourge*  the  call,  which  he  did  before  that  court,  October  8,  1807. 
KThile  Mr.  Wylie  looked  with  favor  on  the  call,  he  was  not  able  to 
lecide  the  matter,  and  left  it  with  presbytery  to  determine  his  course, 
lfter  long  discussion,  the  presbytery  decided  that  it  would  conduce 

&  the  general   good  of  the  church   that   Mr.  Wylie  were  settled  in 

*- 

*Diary  of  Walter  Maxwell.      Historical  sei-mmi  by  Rev.  S.  M.  Ramsey.      Life 
f  Alex.  McLeod.     Miuutes'Of  Reformed  Presbytery. 
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Duanesburgh,  rather  than  in  Philadelphia.  Inasmuch  as  this  decision 
was  reached  with  some  hesitation  on  the  part  of  presbytery,  and  ai 
his  pastoral  relation  at  Philadelphia  still  continued,  Mr.  Wylie  finally 
declined  the  call. 

Gilbert  McMaster,  licentiate,  preached  in  Duanesburgh,  for  the 
first  time,  May  1,  1808,  and,  on  the  27th  of  July,  a  call  was  mack 
out  iu  his  favor.  There  were  now  fifty-four  members,  and,  accord- 
ing to  Dr.  Alex.  McLeod,  who  moderated  in  the  call,  they  "  raised  a 
salary  of  £250  per  annum,  and  a  house  and  parsonage/'  The  mem* 
bers  certainly  must  have  been  both  opulent  and  liberal!  Mr, 
McMaster  accepted  the  call  on  the  day  after  its  moderation,  at  the 
house  of  Robert  Liddle,  where  presbytery  met. 

He  was  regularly  ordained  and  installed  pastor  of  the  united  con- 
gregations, August  9,  1808,  by  Revs.  Gibson  and  McLeod,  the  lattei 
preaching  the  ordination  sermon  from  Jer.  3:15.  About  this  tiou 
James  McBain  and  James  Gardner  were  chosen  elders  at  Duanes- 
burgh, and  George  Shearer,  James  Monteith,  James  Guthrie  anc 
Robert  Wilson  were  chosen  in  the  other  branches.  Mr.  McMasteri 
family  arrived  from  Mercer,  Pa.,  November  10,  1808,  and  took  u{ 
their  residence  on  a  farm  some  two  miles  out  of  Duanesburgh.  Foi 
ten  years  Dr.  McMaster  continued  to  serve  all  that  region  with  mosi 
acceptable  preaching,  the  congregations  growing  in  numbers  and  in- 
fluence in  all  the  branches,  and  also  in  the  city  of  Schenectady.  At 
a  meeting  of  presbytery  held  at  Galway,  September  10,  1818,  Waltei 
Maxwell  was  authorized  to  petition  presbytery  to  grant  the  whole 
time  of  Dr.  McMaster  at  Duanesburgh.  At  a  meeting  on  the  9th  ol 
November,  1818,  the  petition  was  granted,  and  his  pastoral  relation  to 
Galway  was  then  dissolved.  Schenectady,  with  elders  John  Anderson 
and  William  Cunningham,  now  became  a  part  of  Duanesburgh  con- 
gregation. A  church  was  erected  in  Schenectady  in  1824.  About 
1818,  William  Charles,  James  Hays,  Robert  McCune  and  John 
Monteith  were  chosen  elders  in  Galway  and  Broad  Albin. 

Rev.  Samuel  M.  Willson  was  ordained  and  installed  pastor  at 
Galway,  October  14,  1821,  and  continued  in  charge  until  the  spring 
of  1827.  Rev.  John  N.  McLeod  was  his  successor,  ordained  and 
installed  December  29,  1829,  being  released  June  22,  1832,  to  supply 
his  father's  pulpit  in  New  York  City.  Rev.  Algernon  S.  McMaster, 
son  of  Dr.  Gilbert  McMaster,  was  ordained  and  installed  pastor, 
April  4, 1833,  and  remained  the  pastor  of  a  portion  of  the  congregation 
under  the  General  Synod,  after  the  division  of  the  church  in  August, 
1833.  Dr.  Gilbert  McMaster  also  continued  pastor  at  Duanesburgo, 
with  the  great  majority  of  the  members,  in  the  General  Synod  aftei 
1833.  Schenectady  received  a  separate  organization  in  May,  1831 
and  secured  Rev.  John  McMaster  as  pastor,  January  25,  1832,  wb( 
also,  with  the  majority  of  the  members,  identified  himself  with  tin 
General  Svnod  in  1833.  In  1825,  John  Liddle,  James  Maxwell 
Charles  McCIew  and  John  Tullock  were  chosen  elders  in  Duanes 
burgh. 
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All  the  officers,  and  Dearly  all  the  members  in  Schenectady  and 
Daanesburgh  congregations,  went  with  the  General  Synod,  carrying 
the  property  with  them.  At  Galway  and  Broad  Albin  the  congre- 
gation was  not  disorganized,  and  a  number  of  the  people  remained 
faithful  to  their  former  position  of  practical  dissent  from  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States.  The  remnant  members  in  Schenectady, 
Priocetown,  and  Duanesburgh,  gradually  diminished,  until  Galway 
was  the  only  Covenanter  congregation  left  in  that  valley.  At  Albany, 
Troy  and  Lansingburgh,  the  congregations  lost  heavily,  but  remained 
organized  under  the  respective  pastorates  of  Dr.  J.  R.  Willson  and 
Robert  McKee. 

Galway  and  Broad  Albin  increased  their  sessions  in  1834,  and  called 
Francis  Gailey,  licentiate.  They  repeated  their  call  on  him  in  1836, 
but  he  declined.  Not  receiving  a  pastor,  but  enjoying  almost  con- 
stant supplies,  and,  being  united  with  West  Hebron  congregation, 
Galway  continues  to  this  day  in  displaying  a  banner  because  of  the 
truth.  W.  M.  Glasgow. 

READ    THE    BIBLE.* 


The  Bible  is  meant  to  be  read.  That  you  may  be  able  to  read  it 
God  has  given  it  to  you,  not  in  the  "  tongue  of  angels,"  but  in  the 
language  of  men.  No  one  doubts  that  this  is  the  design  of  God. 
Christ  said  to  an  inquirer,  "  How  readest  thou  ?  "  If  you  do  not 
read  the  Bible,  it  can  do  you  no  good.  It  does  not  work  by  a  charm. 
The  mere  possession  of  a  copy  cannot  enlighten  or  save  you.  Will 
you  not  covet  the  holy  emotion  of  the  psalmist,  "Oh  !  how  I  love 
thy  law;  it  is  my  meditation  all  the  day  ? "  What  book  possesses  so 
many  attractions  as  the  Bible?  Its  histories  are  the  oldest,  its  anec- 
dotes are  the  happiest,  and  its  poetry  has  a  peculiar  richness  and  fresh- 
ness. What  biographies  so  touching  and  natural  as  those  of  Joseph 
and  Ruth  ?  What  narratives  like  those  of  the  gospels  in  simplicity 
and  beauty?  The  Bible  contains  the  most  wonderful  things.  It 
astonishes  while  it  instructs,  and  delights  while  it  blesses.  No  won- 
der, then,  that  it  attracts  you  to  its  hallowed  pages. 

There  you  become  acquainted  with  creation  and  its  glories,  the  fall 
and  its  woes,  the  flood  and  its  marvels.  There  you  converse  with 
Abraham,  the  friend  of  God  and  prince  of  believers,  with  Paul,  the 
servant  of  Christ,  and  chief  missionaries.  There  you  hear  the 
thunder  of  Sinai,  and  behold  the  temple  of  Zion.  There  you  fall  on 
your  knees  with  young  Samuel,  and  learn  to  love  the  little  Prince 
Abijah.  There  you  enjoy  the  wondrous  sight  of  the  rod  of  Moses, 
the  ladder  of  Jacob,  the  mantle  of  Elijah,  the  harp  of  David,  and 
the  throne  of  Solomon. 

Then  you  visit  the  oak  of  Mam  re,  the  tent  of  Jacob,  the  hearth  of 
Job,  the  palace  of  Shushan,  the  manger  of  Bethlehem,  the  home  of 

*  Read  before  the  Central  Allegheny  Reformed  Presbyterian  Christian  Endea- 
ror  Society,  and  published  by  its  request. 
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Bethany,  the  hall  of  Pilate,  the  cross  of  Calvary,  the  upper  roor 
Pentecost,  the  quarters  of  Cornelius,  the  jail  at  Philippi,  and 
imperial  dungeons  of  Rome.  There  you  become  familiar  with 
bowers  of  Eden,  the  plain  of  Shinar,  the  shores  of  the  Bed  Sea 
sands  of  Arabia,  the  banks  of  the  Jordan,  the  cedars  of  Leba 
the  oaks  of  Bashan,  the  vines  of  Eshcol,  the  glory  of  Carmel 
ships  of  Tarshish,  the  skiff  of  Genuesaret,  the  Mount  of  Olives, 
the  walls,  turrets,  gardens,  palaces,  and  environs  of  the  city  of  ( 
the  metropolis  of  "  thy  land,  O  Immanuel." 

As  the  Bible  comes  from  the  most  glorious  of  authors,  so  it  is 
most  glorious  of  books ;  and  all  the  varieties  of  style  are  meai 
draw  yon  to  its  delightful  peru~al.  No  book  can  be  brought 
comparison  with  it.  Some  books  are  of  the  world,  therefore 
world  loveth  them.  Yet,  how  meagre  and  false  are  many  of  tl 
But  from  the  Lord  of  lords  comes  the  Book  of  books.  It  is  you 
clasp  it  to  your  hearts.     "  Search  the  Scriptures." 

The  Bible  is  to  be  read  through.  It  is  meaut  to  be  all  stu< 
Its  very  smallness,  while  it  is  a  proof  of  its  divinity,  shows  you 
God  intended  you  to  master  the  whole  of  its  contents.  Its  portal 
is  a  wonderful  blessing.  The  laws  of  our  country  are  8[ 
through  hundreds  of  gigantic  folios,  and  no  memory  can  bear 
a  load ;  but  the  laws  of  God's  kingdom,  which  endures  forever 
contained  in  a  book  so  small,  that  you  can  make  it  a  pocket  com 
ion.  "  Thy  testimonies  are  wonderful,"  they  are  "  the  men  of 
counsel." 

Long  ago  the  Bible,  being  printed  in  a  large  form,  was  very  s 
in  our  land,  and  was  chained  to  the  pulpit,  or  to  a  pillar  in  the  ch 
and  multitudes  crowded  around  it,  while  some  one  read  from  the 
derous  volume.  But  now  as  every  family  and  every  child  1 
Bible,  small  and  elegant,  you  can  read  it  all  at  your  convenience, 
all  inspired  and  all  profitable.  Nothing  useless  is  contained  i 
and  every  section  is  fraught  with  hallowed  iustruction. 

How  then  are  you  to  read  it? 

First.     Read  it  with  reverence.     It  is  God's  book.     God  speal 
it  on  the  most  important  of  all  subjects,  and  in  the  most  solemn  c 
tones.     God  might  speak  to  you   in   some  other  way,  and  then 
would  quake  and   tremble.     You  remember  Elijah  at  Horeb. 
storm  swept  past  him,  the  earthquake  shook  the  rocks  beneath 
and  the  fire  gleamed  terribly  around  him,  yet  he  arose  not ;  but 
the  fire,  a  still,  small  voice ;  and  it  was  so,  when  Elijah  heard  it, 
he  wrapped  his  face  in  his  mantle,  and  went  out  and  stood  in  tit- 
tering in  of  the  cave.     The  Bible  is  the  "  still,  small  voice."     L 
to  it,  God   is  in  it.     It  is  God's  book  as  no  other  book  is,  and  n 
book  as  no  other  book  can  ever  be. 

Second.     Read  it  with  attention.     God   demands  it,  demands 
honour  to  his  own  book.     To  read  it  listlessly  is  to  dishonor  it. 
deprive  yourselves  of  instruction  and  blessing.    Luther,  in  the  r 
of  those  agonies,   which   he   had   long  felt,  ere   he  found  pea< 
Christ,  had  his  attention  turned  to  the  clause  in  Romans  1  :  17,  * 


895.]  Bead  the  Bible.  3T 

ast  shall  live  by  faith."  It  struck  him,  it  penetrated  to  his  heart. 
t  gave  him  rest,  and  he  would  often  say  in  after  years,  that  he  still 
leard  a  voice  saluting  him  with  those  precious  words,  "  The  just 
hall  live  by  faith." 

Third.  Head  it  with  fondness.  Never  open  it  as  if  you  were 
ibout  to  engage  in  an  irksome  task.  Love  it,  oh,  love  it,  and  feel 
he  study  of  it  to  be  as  much  a  delight  as  a  duty. 

Fourth.  Read  it  with  frequency.  If  you  love  it,  you  will  be 
■ften  reading  it.  Improve  your  present  time  by  constant  study  of 
he  Bible.  "  Oh,"  said  the  great  scholar  Salmasius  on  his  death  bed, 
What  time,  precious  time  I  have  lost ;  should  God,  in  his  mercy 
Tant  me  another  year  of  life,  I  would  spend  all  of  it  reading  David's 
talms  and  Paul's  Epistles." 

Improve  your  present  time.  The  Ethiopian  eunuch  was  improv- 
ag  his  time  when  he  received  the  blessing.  He  "  was  returning, 
nd,  sitting  in  his  chariot,  read  Esaias  the  prophet,"  when  the  Spirit 
at  Philip  to  give  him  instruction.  Too  many  in  his  station  are,  in 
imilar  circumstances,  found  lolling  at  their  ease  in  dull  vacancy  of 
rind,  or  reading  the  last  new  romance.  I  assure  you  that  there  is 
lany  a  solemn  and  pressing  reason  why  you  should  improve  your 
resent  time.  What  would  not  many  in  past  times  have  given  for 
nch  a  privilege  as  you  possess  ? 

Many  in  order  to  read  the  Bible,  had  to  meet  in  "  dens  and  caves 
f  the  earth."  During  the  j>ersecution  of  the  Nonconformists  under 
ames  II.,  one  of  them  wrote  out  the  Bible  in  shorthand  for  his  own 
ise,  fearing  that,  if  Popery  were  re-established,  the  Scriptures  would 
>e  suppressed.  King  Alfred,  justly  named  the  Great,  copied  out  for 
limself  all  the  Psalms  of  David,  and  carried  always  in  his  bosom 
his  Psalter,  written  with  his  own  hand.  He  also  longed  to  give  his 
iubjects  a  portion  of  the  precious  book,  and  commenced  to  translate 
he  Psalms  into  Anglo-Saxon.  Surely,  then  God's  kindness  to  you 
iuramon8  you  to  great  diligence  and  anxious  improvement.  Many 
idvantages  elevate  you  above  your  forefathers,  but  the  chief  of  them 
ill  is  this,  that  unto  you  are  "  committed  the  oracles  of  God." 

Fifth.  Read  it  with  earnest  prayer  for  the  blessing.  To  read  it 
nechauically  will  not  benefit  you.  King  Alfred's  prayers  to  God 
fere  long  and  ardent  for  Scriptural  knowledge.  Often  in  secret 
roald  he  enter  a  church  at  night  and  remain  for  many  hours  in 
arnest  supplication  that  God  would  open  his  eyes  to  "  behold  won- 
Irous  things"  out  of  the  divine  law.  And  all  who  have  been  mighty 
n  the  Scriptures,  have  engaged  in  similar  exercises.  "More  light, 
aid  Goethe  when  his  eyes  were  closing  in  death ;  more  light,  more 
ght,  is  the  cry  of  the  successful  student.  And  the  cry  is  not  in 
ain.  The  "  Father  of  lights  "  hears,  and  the  Spirit  of  light  descends. 
Till  you  not  ask  the  God  of  the  Bible  to  enable  you  to  understand 
3d  receive  its  truth  ? 

With  all  these  feelings  combined  within  you,  read  it,  in  order  to 
now  the  great  blessing  which  it  reveals.  That  blessing  to  you  is  of 
1  things  most  valuable.      It   is  salvation   by  the  mercy  of   God, 
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through  the  blood  of  Christ.     All  things  contained  in  Scripture  are 
meant  to  illustrate  this  glorious  gift. 

You  may  learn  much  hi  Scripture  of  history,  of  minerals,  animals 
and  flowers ;  but  unless  you  learn  how  a  sinner  is  saved,  your  labor 
is  worse  than  misspent  You  may  discover  in  the  Bible  much  to 
delight  you,  to  exercise  your  ingenuity,  feast  your  imagination  and 
gratify  your  taste;  but  unless  you  find  in  it  the  way  to  him* in 
whose  favor  is  life,"  and  whose  "  loving  kindness  is  better  than  life" 
you  have  missed  the  very  truth  which  the  Bible  was  inspired  to  reveal, 
and  come  short  of  the  very  blessings  which  it  was  designed  to 
bestow.  The  trumpet  blows  to  warn  you  of  danger,  but  you  are 
only  charmed  with  the  music  of  the  peal  and  forget  its  purpose.  You 
are  so  delighted  with  the  ornaments  and  architecture  of  the  temple, 
as  to  neglect  its  altar  and  prefer  its  portico  to  its  mercy  seat  You 
are  so  amused  with  the  form,  richness  and  beauty  of  the  cup,  as  to 
omit  to  taste  the  precious  elixir  which  it  contains.  You  admire  the 
foliage  and  inhale  the  fragrance  of  the  tree  of  life;  but  you  pluck 
not  its  fruit,  and  find  it  sweet  to  your  taste.  Oh,  be  warned  against 
such  a  delusion.  Let  the  great  end  of  your  reading  be  the  "salva- 
tion of  your  souls."  This  beiug  your  motive  your  reward  is  certain. 
And  then  with  what  pleasure  will  you  describe  the  result  of  your 
study?  "We  have  found  him  of  whom  Moses  in  the  law  and  the 
prophets  did  write,  Jesus  of  Nazareth."  "This  is  life  eternal,  that 
they  might  know  thee,  the  only  true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ,  whom 
thou  hast  sent."  In  fine,  give  attendance  to  reading.  It  is  the  great 
and  patent  road  to  knowledge. 

The  mother  of  Sir  William  Jones,  when  answering  many  of  the 
questions  put  to  her  by  the  inquiring  mind  of  her  boy,  was  in  the 
habit  of  saying  "Head,  and  you  will  know."  We  repeat  the  advice 
to  you  in  reference  to  the  Bible.  Are  you  desirous  of  being  further 
acquainted  with  the  great  nature  and  government  of  him  who  is  the 
greatest  and  best  of  beings  ?  Ilea;  1,  and  you  will  know.  Are  you 
longing  to  understand  the  only  way  in  which  you  can  be  saved  from 
wrath,  and  restored  to  the  image  and  favor  of  Jehovah?  Read,  and 
you  will  know.  Is  there  any  curiosity  in  your  hearts,  leading  you 
to  pant  after  fuller  information  as  to  the  truths  you  are  to  be- 
lieve, the  precepts  you  are  to  obey,  the  hopes  you  are  to  cherish,  and 
the  examples  you  to  follow?  Read,  and  you  will  know.  Be  not 
content  to  know  these  things  only  by  report.  It  is  well  that  your 
parents  instruct  you.  It  is  your  duty  to  be  ever  making  inquiry  of 
them,  who  can  teach  you  divine  truth.  It  would  be  wrong  to  neglect 
any  means  of  knowledge  which  your  home,  your  school,  and  your 
church  may  afford  you.  Yet  above  all,  and  in  union  with  all  such 
sources  of  improvement  forget  not  our  parting  maxim  :  Read,  and 
you  will  know.  Thus  shall  you  feel  somewhat  of  that  joyous  assur- 
ance which  auimated  the  Samaritans,  as  they  cried  to  her  who  had  first 
told  them  of  Christ,  "  Now  we  believe,  not  because  of  thy  saying ; 
for  we  have  heard  him  ourselves,  and  know  that  this  is  indeed  the 
Christ,  the  Saviour  of  the  world."  Thomas  LogaE. 
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THE    MISSION    TO    CHINA. 


Editob8  Reformed  Presbyterian  and  Covenanter  : 

As  the  years  pass  I  see    more  and  more  the  importance  of  the 
church's  intended   mission  to  China.     Every  month  the  conviction 

Svws  upon  me  that  our  delay  in  entering  the  field  is  culpable, 
very  time  anything  occurs  to  defer  the  departure  of  missionaries  to 
that  open  field  so  urgent  in  its  call  for  help,  I  am  made  sad.  Nor 
can  I  understand  the  divine  providence  that  permits  so  many  causes 
of  delay  or  so  many  hindrances  to  the  work.  The  necessary  funds 
have  been  ready  for  years ;  but  while  we  have  been  waiting  to  get 
ready  or  have  been  slumbering,  vast  multitudes  even  millions  of  idol 
worshippers  who  might  have  been  reached  by  the  gospel  preached  by 
our  missionaries,  have  gone  down  to  death.  It  is  to  be  feared  that 
the  Head  of  the  Church  has  a  controversy  with  us  because  of  our 
tardiness  or  our  refusal  to  do  his  will.  An  assigued  apology  for  in- 
action now  is  the  condition  of  China  on  account  of  the  war  against 
her  by  Japan.  But  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  seat  of  war  is 
in  northeastern  China  and  far  away  from  the  Cantonese  district  from 
which  all  the  Chinese  emigrants  come  to  the  United  States,  and  that 
this  district  is  very  slightly  affected  by  the  war.  The  missions  in  the 
Cantonese  district  have  not  been  disturbed,  and  missionaries  not  only 
labor  at  their  posts  in  perfect  safety  but  pass  from  place  to  place  with- 
out molestation.  Besides,  at  this  writing  there  is  a  strong  probabil- 
ity that  the  war-  is  about  to  close.  Already  there  are  on  the  wav  to 
Tokio  several  chosen  ambassadors  to  negotiate  peace.  In  this  con- 
nection the  testimony  of  one  of  these  will  have  weight.  It  shows 
what  a  great  victory  for  Christianity  would  be  won  it  China  should 
be  brought  into  the  light  of  the  gospel  and  under  the  shadow  of  the 
woss.  Ex-Secretary  of  State,  John  W.  Foster,  now  on  his  way  to 
Tokio,  before  his  departure  said :  "  I  think  this  war  will  prove  a 
blessing  to  China.  It  will  awaken  her  up.  The  Chinese  are  capable 
of  doing  wonderful  things.  With  the  general  introduction  of  rail- 
road aud  telegraph  lines  China  will  become  a  far  greater  power  than 
now.  She  is  even  at  the  present  time  a  wonderful  nation,  but  bound 
down  by  conservatism." 

The  testimony  of  the  American  Board  should  have  much  weight. 
They  say  :  "  If  there  are  any  provinces  in  China  where  the  mission- 
ary cannot  safely  preach  Christ  this  year,  when  the  war  closes  it  will 
be  found,  in  all  probability,  that  he  will  be  welcomed  everywhere  in 
that  vast  empire." 

In  this  connection,  and  while  we  are  waiting  the  action  of  prob- 
able missionaries  and  of  Synod — for  it  seems  that  the  Board  has 
referred  the  whole  matter  back  to  next  Svnod — we  will  be  wise  to 

m 

consider  several  important  facts.  We  can  mention  only  one  or  two 
of  them.  One  is  the  great  need  there  is  of  medical  missionaries  in 
the  field  ;  not  physicians  to  cure  sick  missionaries  and  their  families, 
but  physicians  in  connection  with  the  missions  who  when  practicing 
among  the  heathen  can  preach   the  gospel  to  them  and   win  them  to 
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Christ.     Especially  should  a  thoroughly  qualified  medical   woman 
in  the  field.     As  women  only  can  have  access  to  the  women  of  Chii 
and  as  it  is  most   important  that  these  be  evangelized,  if  it  be  at 
possible  a  good  lady  physician  should  accompany  our  first  out-goii 
missionary.     The  Coreans  are  very  similar  to  the  Chinese.     Whatij 
said  of  the  former  may  be  said  of  the  latter  also.     To  one  of 
missionaries  in  Corea  an  intelligent  Corean  said :     "  You  are  makii 
a  great  mistake  ;   why  don't  you   work   the  other    way  ?     Ii  yc 
want  to  win  Corea  win  the  women.      Win  ike  motliers  of  Corea, 
all  Corea  will  be  Christian" 

What  Dr.   Pierson  says  of  the  women  of  Corea  may  be  said 
those  of  China  with  equal  force :     "  Woman's  existence  in  Coi 
consists  of  endless  drudgery.     The  wealthy  wife  goes  inside  her  hi 
band's  house  on  the  wedding  day  and  never  comes  out  again  till 
is  carried  to  her  grave.    Shut  iu  a  living  tomb,  she  has  nothing  wor 
living  for,  here  or  hereafter.     To  the  poorer  women,  life  is  sunn 
up  in  one  word — plod,  plod,  plod ;  but  to  both  rich   and   poor, 
woman,  existence  means  an  unspeakably   wretched  slavery  to  mai 

Who  of  our  good  Covenanter  young  women   will  first  respond 
the  Chinese  women's  appeal,  and  go  out  as  a  medical   missionary) 
She  will  have  not  only  the  honor  that  belongs  to  a  pioneer,  but 
will  be  honored  and  blessed  of  God,  and  she  will  know  as  never 
fore  that  it  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive.  N.  R.  J. 

Oakland,  Cal. 

THE    FUNERAL    OF    THE    CZAR.* 


St.  Petersburg,  November  15,  1894. 
We  have  just  returned  after  seeing  the  funeral   procession  of  the 
late  Czar.     We  had  a  splendid  view  from  the  bank  windows  in  the 
Newsky,   the  principal  thoroughfare  in  the  city.     The  decorations; 
were  striking.    Everywhere  black  and  white  flags,  and  all  the  porches 
of  the  shops  and  entries  draped  and  festooned,  and  black  and  white] 
flags  hung  from  one  side  of  the  street  to  the  other.     We  had  to  leave; 
the  house  before  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  as  the  thoroughfarfl 
would   be  blocked  by  the  military,  and  we  had  to  wait  for  the  pro-; 
cession  until  nearly  twelve  o'clock.     The  morning  was  very  dull  and; 
foggy,  and  the  streets  were  wet  and  disagreeable  after  the  thaw  which 
set  in  on  Sabbath,  but  as  soon  as  the  streets  were  lined  by  the  mill* 
tary,  the  corporation  servants  covered  them  with  dry  gravel  or  sand, 
and  afterwards  all  the  way  from  the  railway  station,  at  which  the 
imperial  cortege  was  to  arrive  from   Moscow,  to  the  fortress  where 
the  emperors  are  interred  was  strewn  with  palm  or  yew  branches. 
The  runners  preceded  dressed  in  black  mantles,  each  one  bearing  t 
banner  showing  the  arras  of  the  different  governments  or  province*, 
and   following  each,  a  horse  was  led  by  four  men.     All  the  horses 
were  covered  in  palls,  which  were  so  long  that  a  man  had  to  follow 
each  one  to  hold  up  the  drapery  ;    on  the  palls  also  were  represented 

*  From  a  private  letter. 
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lie  arms  corresponding  to  the  banner  carried  before.  Then  came  the 
leputations  from  all  the  different  classes  of  society,  beginning  with 
lie  peasants,  then  the  burghers.  The  different  schools  add  colleges, 
nedical  and  law  schools,  engineering  and  agricultural  establishments 
rere  all  represented.  After  all  these,  the  nobles  and  dignitaries  con- 
nected with  the  court  imperial ;  then  the  clergy  and  singers,  several 
mndred  little  boys  dressed  in  bright  blue  robes  with  broad  gold  lace 
rimmings  carrying  lighted  tapers ;  then  the  members  of  the  clerical 
ody,  another  band  of  singers,  belonging  to  St.  Isaacs,  the  principal 
Lussian  church ;  then  the  highest  order  of  clergy  in  white  satin  robes 
rith  broad  gold  trimmings,  carrying  tapers  or  censers,  and  wearing 
leir  mitres  of  gold  or  silver  according  to  office.  The  different 
ledals,  crowns  and  decorations  of  the  Czar  were  borne  on  yellow 
nshions  trimmed  with  gold  fringe.  The  ancient  crown  of  Poland 
ras  very  beautiful ;  it  was  gold  covered  with  pearls.  Then  the  court 
ages  and  servants.  The  funeral  car  was  of  gold  with  four  high  pillars 
t  each  corner.  It  was  open  so  we  could  see  the  coffin,  which 
ppeared  to  be  covered  with  gold  ornamentation  or  fringes.  It  was 
wrne  by  eight  horses  heavily  draped.  The  young  Czar,  the  Kiug  of 
Greece,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Duke  of  Saxe-Coburg,  and  others 
followed,  all  on  foot ;  only  the  ladies  were  conveyed  in  carriages. 
Different  regiments  followed.  I  forgot  to  mention  something  which 
(truck  me  as  curious  in  the  front  part  of  the  procession :  they  had  a 
knight  dressed  in  gold  armor  with  long  white  plumes  on  his  helmet 
conveyed  in  a  handsome  carriage,  representing  the  new  reign,  and 
immediately  behind  him  walking  slowly  came  a  black  knight  in 
black,  with  black  visor  covering  the  face,  dressed  in  armor  represent- 
ing death  ;  it  was  very  striking. 


THE    NEW    HOME    IN    SELMA. 


The  following  description  of  the  house  lately  erected  for  our  teachers 
in  Selma  is  given  by  Mr.  Mclsaac :  The  house  is  a  six- room  cottage. 
b  has  a  porch  in  front,  six  feet  by  twenty,  and  one  in  the  rear,  six 
Feet  by  fifteen.  A  hall,  six  feet  wide,  extends  through  the  house, 
iffording  easy  access  to  the  rooms  and  good  facilities  for  ventilation. 
3d  the  right  three  rooms  open  into  this  hallway,  the  front  one,  six- 
«en  feet  by  sixteen,  the  two  others,  sixteen  feet  by  fourteen.  On  the 
eft,  also,  two  rooms  open  into  this  hallway,  the  front  one  sixteen 
feet  square,  the  next,  our  dining-room,  fourteen  feet  by  ten.  The 
citchen,  fourteen  feet  square,  opens  on  the  back  porch.  There  is  also 
i  pantry  or  store-room,  fourteen  feet  by  six,  back  of  the  kitchen. 

The  ceiling  of  all  except  the  dining-room  and  kitchen  is  twelve 
'eet  high,  that  of  this  part,  ten  feet.  The  two  front  rooms  are  plas- 
ered,  the  other  rooms  are  ceiled  with  yellow  pine  and  oiled.  The 
ufeide  of  the  building  is  painted  white.  On  the  whole  we  consider 
!iat  we  are  very  comfortably  situated  now,  and  find  it  much  more 
leasant  and  convenient  than  the  mode  of  living  that  we  were  accus- 
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toraed  to  in  former  years.  The  total  cost  of  the  building  is  about  sevei: 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($750.00),  and  it  will  bring  into  the  BoartfiJ 
treasury  sufficient  rent  to  make  it  a  good  investment  on  their  part. 

The  workers  here  feel  their  indebtedness  to  the  kind  friends 
furnished  the  means  with  which  this  building  has  been  erected;  and] 
desire  to  express  their  thanks  to  all  that  have  made  contributions  to] 
this  object,  and  especially  to  the  congregations  of  Walton  (N.  Yh 
Miller's  Run,  Union,  North  Union,  New  Castle,  College  Hill,Beav» 
Falls,  Wilkinsburg,  New  Alexandria,  Pittsburgh,  Allegheny  aoij 
Central  Allegheny.  These  were  the  people  whom  I  visited  soliciting] 
funds  last  summer,  and  they  responded  willingly  and  liberally. 


Notes  and  Ttems. 

A  call  was  moderated  in  by  Revs.  J.  Lynd  and  T.  Boyd,  ou  Dt- 
cember  12th,  in  College  Street  South  Belfast.  The  result  was  far1 
Rev.  S.  G.  Kennedy,  162  votes;  for  Rev.  Prof.  Dick,  156.  Tb 
minority  protested.  At  a  meeting  held  on  December  26th  and  ad- 
journed till  December  31st,  it  was  decided  by  a  majority  to  sustain 
neither  call  nor  protest.  An  appeal  was  laid  to  Syuod. — CbvcnafiUT) 
Ireland. 

The  success  of  the  Greensburg  convention  was  due  to  the  earned 
efforts  of  Secretaries  Crowe  and  Weir,  to  whom  a  unanimous  voted? 
thanks  were  returned.  Mr.  Crowe  is  arranging  for  another  conven- 
tion in  Greenville,  Pa.,  which  promises  to  be  large  and  enthusiastic  ! 
The  friends  of  the  Sabbath  in  Pennsylvania  will  have  to  work  hard  if 
they  expect  the  present  law  to  remain  unchanged. 

On  account  of  declining  health,  Miss  Brown  was  obliged  to  go  to 
a  milder  climate.  The  following  action  was  taken  by  the  L.  M.S. of 
Seattle:  "We  wish  to  express  our  warmest  sympathy  with  M» 
Brown  in  the  severe  illness  through  which  she  has  passed,  and  whicfc 
has  necessitated  her  leaving  her  work  among  us  for  a  time.  We  highly 
appreciate  her  unfailing  interest,  faithfulness  and  devotion  not  onlyte 
the  work  of  the  L.  M.  S.  but  also  in  the  Sabbath  School  and  in  every 
matter  which  concerns  our  church.  We  miss  her  soiely,  and  pray 
daily  that  it  may  please  our  heavenly  Father  soon  to  restore  her  to 
health  and  bring  her  back  to  us."  COMMITTEE. 

Our  brother,  Rev.  T.  H.  Acheson,  has  the  sympathy  of  his  many 
friends  throughout  the  church.  Three  times  lately  has  death  entered 
his  home,  calling  away  first  the  wife  and  mother,  and  then  the  two 
little  babes.  It  is  a  great  comfort  in  a  time  of  deep  grief  to  kno* 
that  our  times  are  in  God's  hands,  that  he  has  an  end  in  view  worthy  of 
himself  in  everything  he  does,  and  that  hereafter  we  shall  see  hot 
"all  things  work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God.* 
These  providences  which  now  bring  tears  to  our  eyes  and  raakeofff 
very  hearts  bleed,  seen  hereafter  in  their  true  light,  will  fill  with  fff 


195.]  Bihle  Lessons.  48 

id  occasion  songs  of  praise.  It  is  the  Saviour  who  says :  "  Let  not 
>ur  heart  be  troubled,  ye  believe  in  God,  believe  also  in  me."  With 
ich  a  blessed  assurance  we  can  wait  until  in  clearest  light  all  is  made 
ain.  J.  W.  8. 

The  following  words  come  to  us,  with  his  annual  remittance,  from 
i  aged  subscriber,  one  who  has  long  held  the  office  of  ruliug  elder, 
hey  should  lead  the  editors  of  the  church  publications  to  be  careful 
hat  they  set  forth  :  "  If  our  church  publications  contain  the  seed 
hich  is  the  word,  are  we  sowing  it?  Are  these  publications  talents 
►ramitted  to  us,  subscribers?  Do  we  missionate  with  them  among 
iendsand  neighbors  with  that  prayerful  diligence  and  zeal  demanded 
Fus?  Oh,  how  much  we  need  reviving  and  quickening!  Rev.  Mr. 
IcFarlaud's  address  last  evening  in  our  church  was  on  the  Signs  of 
be  Times,  the  prophet  Amos,  denouncing  the  judgments  of  God 
gainst  idolatrous  Israel !  Our  nation's  awful  infidelity !  Such  a 
Nirallel.  '  Except  we  repent,  we  shall  perish/  A  good  audience  was 
erionsly  impressed,  testifying,  we  never  heard  such  an  address." 

We  referred  in  our  March  number,  last  year,  to  an  aged  South 
Carolina  correspondent,  Mr.  James  Hemphill,  of  Chester.  He  writes 
is  under  date  of  December  8th  :  "  I  believe  that  I  mentioned  to  you 
a  my  former  letter  that  Scotch  Covenanter  families  lived  in  our 
teighborhood — Daniel  McMillan,  John  McMillan  and  Thomas  Mc- 
/lurkin,  Sr.,  (our  nearest  neighbor,)  and  his  sons,  John,  Archibald, 
fames  and  Thomas,  Jr.,  were  our  neighbors.  I  went  to  school  in  my 
ayhood  days  with  the  young  people  of  these  families.  The  main 
Kxly  of  the  Covenanters  lived  farther  east  of  us,  principally  on  the 
raters  of  Rocky  creek.  That  region  was  strongly  Presbyterian,  pro- 
ably  not  surpassed  by  any  portion  of  the  United  States.  It  is  still 
irgely  so,  but  the  Covenanters  are  all  gone.  I  read  with  interest  the 
listory  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  and  especially  the  por- 
ion  relating  to  South  Carolina  and  Mr.  D.  G.Stinson's  contributions, 
knew  him  well.  He  was  a  particular  friend  of  mine  as  well  as  of 
ly  family." 
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LESSON   IV.— January  27. 

THE  GREAT  C0NFK88I0N.-Matthew  16 :  13-28. 

Golden  Text.  Thou  art  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  tlie  living  God. — 
[att.  16:  16. 

The  Saviour  ever  emphasized  the  importance  of  confession,  and 
so  of  a  humble,  trustful  life. 

One  of  the  best  ways  to  satisfy  ourselves  as  to  our  knowledge  and 
lief  is  to  endeavor  to  express  them  in  words.  Christ  thus  secured 
jm  Peter  the  confession  of  his  divinity  and  Messiahship. 
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He  is  most  blessed  whose  heart  is  ever  open  to  the  truth.    To  such 
God  reveals  himself. 

Jesus  Christ  is  the  rock  upou  which  the  church  rests.  Peter  and 
the  apostles  are  foundation  stones  upon  which  Christ  erects  h:s  church. 
To  them  was  first  given  the  commission  to  preach  the  gospel.  They 
were  especially  qualified  by  the  Spirit  for  the  proclamation  of  the 
truth  and  the  organization  of  the  church. 

Not  to  Peter,  nor  to  any  one  man,  nor  to  any  mere  band  of  men 
did  Christ  give  the  exclusive  power  of  admitting  into  or  excluding 
from  the  body  of  believers.  To  the  apostles  this  power  was  given  as 
they  went  forth  preaching  and  organizing.  To  the  courts  of  the 
church  properly  constituted,  acting  in  Christ's  name  and  under  the 
guidance  of  the  Spirit,  not  only  is  this  power  delegated,  but  the 
assurance  is  given  that  what  is  thus  done  is  the  execution  of  the  par- 
poses  of  God.  What  a  pity  the  human  element  so  frequently  pre- 
dominates iu  church  courts  !     More  of  the  Spirit  is  needed. 

It  is  not  strange  Peter  rebuked  Christ  for  his  utterances.  At  the 
time  they  did  seem  very  absurd.  Acts  even  of  presumption  are  some- 
times committed  after  seasons  of  precious  communion. 

That  person  is  "  Satan  "  to  us  who  tempts  to  acts  of  disobedience  when 
God  speaks.  We  should  have  the  courage  to  do  as  did  Christ,  and  »J 
if  necessary,  "  Get  thee  behind  me  Satan/'  It  is  Satan  that  does  the 
tempting,  though  man  be  used  as  the  agent.  We  should  not  be  deceived. 

Psalms  9  :  13,  14 ;  18  :  28-30 ;  14 :  1-5. 

shorter  catechism. 
Ques.  28.      Whei'ein  consisteih  Christ's  exaltation  f 
Ans.     Christ's  exaltation  consisteth  in  his  rising  again  from  the 
dead  on   the  third   day,  in  ascending  up  into  heaven,  in  sitting  at 
the  right  hand  of  God  the  Father,  and  in  coming  to  judge  the  world 
at  the  last  day. 

WESSON  V.— February  3. 

THE  TRANSFIGURATION.-Lnke  9 :  28-36. 

Golden  Text  :  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleated;  htarp 
him. — Matthew  17  :  5. 

Jesus  craved  human  sympathy.  He  took  with  him  into  the  mountain  three  of 
the  disciples.  Peter,  John  and  James  were  selected  ;  they  could  best  enter  into 
his  feelings,  and  besides  needed  a  special  revelation  of  himself  forjtheir  future 
work.  It  was  when  communing  with  God  in  prayer  the  transfiguration  took 
place.  True  prayer  is  the  Spirit  speaking  through  the  infirmities  of  the  fled* 
The  language  employed  by  the  different  writers  shows  that  they  felt  nothing 
of  which  they  had  any  knowledge  could  convey  any  adequate  conception  01 
what  had  been  seen.  The  radiance  was  both  from  without  and  from 
within.  The  two  persons  that  appeared  on  the  mount  were  eminent  intbeir 
day.  Elijah  was  translated.  There  was  a  contention  about  the  body  of  Moefifc 
Jude  9.  Their  life  on  earth  fitted  them  for  this  glorious  mission.  Heaven  «** 
deeply  interested  in  the  approaching  "decease."  Hell  was  deeply  moved. 
Earth  only  was  indifferent.  Peter  evidently  knew  it  was  Moses  and  Elian  that 
were  present.  Can  there  be  any  reasonable  doubt  as  to  the  recognition  of 
friends  in  the  future  world,  or  that  there  is  some  knowledge  there  of  what  U 
going  on  here  ?  Peter,  desirous  only  of  prolonging  the  visit,  made  a  requert 
whose  significance  he  did  not  understand.  The  testimony  to  Christ's  divinity 
and  mission  made  a  deep  impression  on  the  disciples,  II.  Peter  1 :  17.  "Bear 
him."    This  is  the  sum  and  substance  of  the  teachings  of  God's  word.    Him 
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we  mast  hear  and  him  ouly.  It  is  no  wonder  when  they  saw  and  heard,  the 
disciples  fell  on  their  faces  in  great  terror.  The  gentle  touch  and  kind  words 
of  Jesus  restored  confidence.  Thus  it  always  is.  Happen  what  may  we  know 
all  is  well  when  he  says,  "Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled/'  Silence  as  to  what 
they  had  seen  and  heard  was  observed  by  Jesus'  command.  Not  only  are  we 
to  tell,  but  we  are  to  study  when,  where  and  how  to  tell  that  good,  not  harm, 
may  result.  We  now  can  enjoy  as  real  communion  with  the  everlasting  Father 
as  did  the  disciples.  It  is  sin  that  separates  between  us  and  God.  Only  when 
we  are  in  possession  of  holiness  can  we  see  the  Lord,  and  then  we  can. 
Psalms  17  :  14,  15  ;  2 :  8-12  ;  96  : 1-5. 

shorter  catechism. 

(%U6$.  29.     How  are  we  made  partakers  of  the  redemption  purchased  by  Christ  f 
An*.     We  are  made  partakers  of  the  redemption  purchased  by  Christ,  by  the 
Effectual  application  of  it  to  us  by  his  Holy  Spirit. 


LfeSSON    VI.— February    10. 

CHRIST  AND  THE  CHILDREN. -Matthew  18  :  1-14. 

Golden  Text  :  It  is  not  the  will  of  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven,  that  one 
if  these  little  ones  should  perish.— Matthew  18  :  14. 

On  the  way  home  from  the  mount  ot  transfiguration  the  disciples  have  the 
liacossion  as  to  who  should  be  the  greatest.  The  Saviour  did  come  closer  to 
wine  of  them  than  to  others.  Human  nature  is  always  the  same.  There  were 
unbitions,  and  envyiogs,  and  jealousies  even  among  the  twelve.  Ofttimes  a 
ieaaon  of  communion  is  followed  by  subtle  and  powerful  temptations  and  dread- 
tal  falls.  This  doesn't  prove  we  are  hypocrites.  It  shows  with  what  enemies 
pace  has  to  contend.  Jesus  did  love  children.  They  are  generally  much  more 
open  and  frank  than  older  persons,  and  the  evil  principle  has  not  had  time  to 
unfold.  What  Christ  commends  here  is  willingness  to  hear ;  to  believe  im- 
plicitly and  to  do.  The  self-confident,  proud  person  has  none  of  these  qualities. 
Any  one,  however  old  and  hardened,  that  with  child-like  disposition  seeks  the 
kingdom,  is  to  be  welcomed.  To  repel  is  to  repel  Christ.  Children  are  espe- 
cially to  be  cared  for,  because  when  young  they  are  much  more  easily  brought 
to  Christ  than  when  older ;  because  they  are  especially  exposed  to  temptation. 
No  punishment  is  too  great  for  the  person  that  will  deliberately  lead  a  little  one 
utray  or  cast  an  obstacle  in  its  way  to  do  right.  Neglect  as  the  result  of 
thoughtlessness  is  wholly  inexcusable.  Everywhere  are  stumbling  blocks,  temp- 
tations to  wrong  doing.  Heaven  is  so  glorious  a  place,  and  hell  is  so  awful  a 
place  that  it  is  better  to  sacrifice  anything,  however  much  we  may  value  it  in 
this  world  if  it  be  necessary  so  to  do  that  we  may  enter  the  former  and  escape 
;he  latter.  Angels  are  ministering  spirits,  Heb.  1 :  14.  There  is  no  question 
u  to  the  fact  that  they  do  watch  over  and  care  for  us  here.  The  very  highest 
>rder,  those  who  are  continually  in  the  presence  of  God,  watch  over  the 
ihildren.  No  position  is  more  honorable  or  responsible  than  to  care  for  these 
ittle  ones.  How  infinite  the  condescension  of  the  Son  of  God  in  coming  to  our 
rorld,  and  the  love  of  the  Son  of  God  that  prompted  him  to  die  for  us  !  It 
fts  because  we  were  lost  he  did  this.  Heaven  is  'filled  with  joy  every  time  a 
inner  is  saved,  a  joy  the  inhabitants  never  could  have  experienced  if  he  had 
ionaidered  only  the  just.  ((  The  Lord  is  not  willing  that  any  should  perish,  but 
hat  all  should  come  to  repentance/'  II.  Peter  3  :  9. 

Psalms  145  :  9-15  ;  103  :  8-12  ;  100  :  L.  M. 

SHORTER  CATECHISM. 

Ques.  30.     How  doth  tJie  Spirit  apply  to  us  the  redemption  purchased  by  Christ  t 
Am.    The  Spirit  applieth  to  us  the  redemption   purchased  by   Christ,  by 
forking  faith  in  us,  and  thereby  uniting  us  to  Christ  in  our  effectual  calling. 


I.ESSOIV  VII.— February  17. 

THE  GOOD  SAM AEITAN. -Luke  10 :  25-37. 

Golden  Text  :     Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself —Lev.  19: 18. 
The  lawyers,  students  and  teachers  of  the  Jewish  law,  who  should  have  been 
6  lint  to  receive,  were  the  most  persistent  rejecters  of  Christ     The  reason  is 
tin.    A  profound  knowledge  of  the  truth  and  even  with  it  a  moral  life  are  not 
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all  that  are  needed  to  enable  a  person  to  be  benefitted  by  the  truth.  There  most 
be  the  application  of  it  both  to  ourselves  and  others.  Head  knowledge  of  it- 
self is  apt  to  make  men  proud  ;  theoretical,  not  practical.  Christ  was  simple,  bat 
he  was  not  a  simpleton.  He  had  no  guile,  but  he  could  read  the  heart  The 
lawyer  was  foiled.  Three  truths  stand  out  prominently  in  this  parable.  1st. 
There  may  be  correct  belief  and  a  thoroughly  inconsistent  life.  Inhumanity  is  a 
sure  evidence  of  a  bad  heart.  The  "  hard  "  Christian,  unwilling  to  sympathize 
with  and  render  assistance  to  the  needy,  is  not  a  true  Christian.  2d.  The  belief 
may  be  very  defective  and  yet  the  conduct  be  commendable  This  Samaritan  was, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Jew,  one  of  a  sect  most  to  be  detested.  His  belief  was  not 
altogether  wrong.  He  had  the  pentateuch  and  no  doubt  some  of  the  humane 
precepts  of  Moses  were  a  powerful  influence  in  his  life.  The  Samaritan's  conduct 
was  most  praiseworthy.  It  was  just  what  the  priest  and  Levite  ought  to  have 
done,  but  what  they  did  not  do.  3d.  The  proper  life  with  the  defective  creed  is 
far  more  to  be  preferred  than  the  perfect  creed  and  external  conformity  to  it  bat 
the  bad  life.  Just  to  the  extent  the  truth  takes  possession  of  us  is  it  of  any 
value  to  us.  This  does  not  make  it  a  matter  of  indifference  as  to  whether  or  not 
our  creed  is  right.  No,  that  is  not  a  matter  of  indifference,  but  on  the  contrary, 
of  great  importance.  What  Christ  emphasises  is  the  necessity  of  living  our  creed, 
doing  the  duty  it  requires  both  to  God  and  man. 
Psalms  34: 1-7;  41: 1-3;  50:  21-23. 

shorter  catechism. 

Que$.  31.     What  is  effectual  calling? 

Ans.  Effectual  calling  is  the  work  of  God's  Spirit,  whereby  convincing  m  of 
our  sin  and  misery,  enlightening  our  minds  in  the  knowledge  of  Christ,  and  re- 
newing our  wills,  he  doth  persuade  and  enable  us  to  embrace  Jesus  Christ,  freely 
offered  to  us  in  the  gospel. 


LESSON   VIII.— February  24. 

CHRIST  AND  THE  MAN  BORN  BLIND- John  9 :  1-11. 

Golden  Text:    1  am  the  light  of  the  world. — John  9:  5. 

One  of  the  problems  we  cannot  solve  is  why  some  are  born  wi;h  so  much  better 
opportunities  than  others.  We  know  this  is  so.  One  thiug  is  certain,  that  to 
trace  these  differences  in  conditions  and  circumstances  to  the  sin  of  those  who 
belong  to  the  unfortunate,  or  of  their  parents  is  wrong.  God  has  a  purpose  in  s& 
he  does,  and  in  the  end  it  will  be  seen  that  no  injustice  has  been  done  to  any  and 
the  glory  of  God  has  been  the  more  signally  manifested.  Disadvantages  are 
sometimes  the  means  for  bringing  10  us  greatest  blessings.  If  we  would  study 
these  in  the  belief  that  God  might  be  through  them  affording  us  an  opportunity 
for  benefitting  our  fellow  and  manifesting  the  divine  glory,  it  would  be  well. 
What  a  fulness  of  meauing  there  is  in  Christ's  words,  and  how  much  of  meaning 
they  give  to  the  Old  Testament  scriptures  !  Jesus  Christ  is  the  source  of  *H 
light.  He  it  is  that  gives  us  also  the  organ  of  vision.  Christ's  method  of  healing 
tried  and  strengthened  the  faith  of  the  blind  man.  It  shows  us  how  the  moet 
simple  means  used  by  his  command  and  in  his  way  will  accomplish  the  greatest 
results  This  is  the  reason  why  the  ordinances  accomplish  such  wonderful  remit* 
What  a  powerful  testimony  to  Christ  was  this  man  able  to  give  !  We  are  not 
surprised  that  he  was  soon  after  numbered  among  Christ's  disciples.  What  {pre- 
cious opportunities  do  they  deny  themselves  who  claim  to  have  Christ's  salvation 
and  yet  who  nevertheless  refuse  to  confess  his  name  ! 

Psalmb  146:8-10;  145:  17-21;  66:  16-20. 

SHORTER  catechism. 

Ques,  32.  What  benefits  do  they  that  are  effectually  called  partake  of  »*  *** 
life  f 

Ans.  They  that  are  effectually  called  do  in  this  life  partake  of  justification! 
adoption,  and  sanctification,  and  the  several  benefits  which  in  this  life  do  either 
accompany  or  now  from  them. 
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Marriages. 

J.  A.  Black,  December  27,  1894  at  the  home  of  the  bride's  parents, 
fordsville,  Iowa,  Mr.  Robert  S.  Buck  and  Miss  Tillie  8.  Martin. 
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Seattle,  Wash.,  December  23d,  Victor,  only  son  of  Rev.  J.  M.  Armour. 

*ria  Emeline  Thompson  died  her  at  home  in  Guernsey  county,  Ohio, 
ary  consumption,  July  10,  1894.  She  was  born  in  the  same  county 
1846.  On  September  13,  1871,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  John 
lompson,  now  a  deacon  in  New  Concord  congregation,  and  brother  to 
.  Thompson,  at  which  time  she  came  to  our  church  from  the  United 
an.  She  endured  her  last  affliction  with  much  patience  and  resigna- 
husband  and  nine  children,  four  sons  and  five  daughters,  survive  her. 
r  illness  she  was  remarkably  free  from  fear  of  death.  J.  M.  F. 

N.  Elder,  whom  we  had  known  for  many  years,  died  at  his  sister's 
he  old  family  farm,  near  Kochester  Mills,  Pa.,  November  24, 1894.  He 
nber  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  nearly  seventy  years  of  age.  Mr. 
educated  at  Elder's  Ridge  Academy,  and  studied  law  in  Pittsburgh, 
is  early  life  in  the  office  of  the  late  Nathaniel  Nelson.  He  confined 
ainly  to  business  with  the  Orphans'  court,  and  in  a  practice  of  a  gen- 
came  acquainted  with  many  of  our  Covenanter  families  in  and  around 
i,  by  all  of  whom  he  was  highly  esteemed. 

er  had  a  fragile  constitution,  and  it  was  owing  to  his  careful  manner 
lat  he  attained  the  common  limit  of  life.  Last  May,  after  some  months 
?88,  he  was  able  to  leave  the  city  for  the  country  home. 
>ert  Mclsaac,  his  neighbor  and  an  intimate  friend  for  half  a  century, 
his  latter  end  :  "We  talked  this  summer  when  we  met  more  unre- 
bout  religious  matters  than  heretofore,  and  though  I  knew  that  he  was 
[reliever  in  divine  truth  and  also  intelligent  in  Scripture  knowledge,  I 
ow  that  it  was  so  deeply  personal  as  it  appears  to  have  been.  And  let 
it  I  have  met  with  but  few  Christian  deathbeds  where  the  occupant 
>er  for  heaven  or  more  meek  and  resigned.  He  stated  that  he  was  rely- 
ghteousness  not  his  own,  but  imputed  to  him.  So  has  passed  away  a 
tonored  friend." 

t  the  home  of  elder  John  Kennedy,  near  Greencastlc,  Pa.,  on  Wednes- 
13, 1894,  Miss  Ann  Mitchell,  in  about  the  88th  year  of  her  age.  She 
in  Bally  Killy,  County  Derry,  Ireland.  One  of  her  parents  belonged 
eder  Church,  whilst  the  other  was  a  member  of  the  Reformed  Presby- 
kfter  receiving  a  careful  religious  home  training  she  came  to  this  couc- 
y,  1846,  where  she  was  welcomed  to  a  home  in  the  family,  with  whom 
•esided  during  the  last  lorth-eight  years  of  her  life.  On  the  16th  of 
847,  she  was  received  upon  profession  into  membership  in  the  Conoco- 
ongregatiou.  Her  life  was  such  as  became  her  high  profession.  Her 
»irit,  her  natural  friendship  and  great  kindness  of  heart  ever  made  her 
true  friends.  Her's  was  a  lite  of  simple  trust  in  Christ.  Often  did 
expressions  of  her  hope  and  confidence  with  reference  to  the  future, 
e  last  two  years  of  her  life  there  was  a  gradual  failing  of  the  powers, 
:al  and  physical,  until  at  last  she  peacefully  passed  away.  S. 

William  P.  Clarke,  of  the  Mansfield  congregation,  died  December 
The  deceased  was  born  in  Newbliss,  County  Monaghan,  Ireland, 
31,  1835.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  came  to  New  York  and  entered 
On  September  12,  1801,  he  was  married  to  Elizabeth  O'Neill,  a  mem- 
.  Andrew  Stevenson's  congregation.  Soon  after  this  Mr.  Clarke  united 
Jovenanter  Church,  and  was  chosen  deacon  in  the  2d  New  York  con- 
,  in  which  capacity  he  served  until  November,  1870,  when  he  removed, 
t  of  failing  health,  to  Mansfield,  Ohio.  Here  he  did  the  work  of  his 
had  much  to  do  with  founding  a  Covenanter  church  there  in  1878.    He 
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was  then  made  ruling  elder  and  clerk  of  session,  and  threw  his  energies  into 
the  church's  work.  Mr.  Clarke  possessed  a  keen  sense  of  personal  reapomi- 
bility.  He  did  not  shrink  from  duty  because  it  was  difficult,  but  did  with  h* 
might  what  his  hands  found  to  do.  lie  was  a  painstaking  student  of  the  Bible 
and  a  proficient  teacher  of  its  truths.  Devoted  to  the  principles  of  the  chnrcb, 
he  labored  to  advance  her  interests.  He  remarked  to  the  writer  a  few  months 
before  his  death,  "All  that  I  am  I  owe  to  the  Covenanter  Church."  His  religion  j 
was  practical;  he  had  so  learned  Christ  that  he  gave  of  his  time,  energy  aid 
means  with  a  liberal  hand.  He  was  several  times  clerk  of  presbytery  and  alwaji 
did  his  work  well.  Mr.  Clarke  was  resigned  to  the  will  of  God  ;  his  trust  wti 
in  the  atonement  of  Christ.  His  end  was  caused  by  a  rare  kind  of  cancer,  affoct- 
ing  the  outer  surface  of  the  bowel?,  that  works  a  painless  death  by  stopping  the 
formation  of  blood  and  producing  heart  failure.  His  end  was  peaceful :  Psalm 
37 :  37.  He  died  in  New  York  City,  where  he  had  gone  for  treatment,  accompa- 
nied by  his  wife.  His  remains  were  brought  and  laid  to  rest  in  the  beautiful 
cemetery  in  Mansfield.  Cox. 

The  session  of  Mansfield  congregation  passed  resolutions  on  the  death  of  elder 
W.  P.  Clarke. 

Ann  Allan  died  on  Thursday,  August  2, 1894,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
three  years.  She  was  married  at  Paisley,  Scotland,  to  Robert  Allan  in  theyetf 
1824,  by  Rev.  Andrew  Symington.  She  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Cove- 
nanter Church  until  her  death.  She  lived  the  religion  which  she  professed  and 
was  happy  in  it.    Her  children  call  her  blessed.  O.  M.  Robb. 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Jamison,  wife  of  William  Jamison  and  a  member  of  the  3d  Phila- 
delphia congregation,  died  December  8,  1893,  aged  64  years.  Mrs.  Jamison  *!• 
born  iu  County  Derry,  Ireland,  and  coming  to  this  country  she  united  with  ber 
husband  iu  the  2d  H.  P.  congregation,  Philadelphia,  in  the  year  1852,  and  ii 
1854  with  the  3d  congregation,  where  she  remained  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  ordi- 
nances of  God's  house  till  her  death.  A  few  weeks  before  her  death  she  vtf 
severely  burned  by  falling  and  breaking  a  lamp  which  she  carried  in  her  band. 
Her  suffering  was  intense,  but  her  faith  was  strong  and  her  hope  bright  Blood 
poisoning  set  in  and  at  last  relief  came  by  death. 

Resolutions  on  the  death  of  Mrs.  Sarah  McGeakt,  a  daughter  of  Dafid  ^ 
Johnston,  a  well-remembered  member  of  the  Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny  coDgre*  ! 
gation,  were  adopted  by  the  L.  M.  S.  of  Eighth  Street,  Pittsburgh,  congregation,  i 
and  signed  by  Mrs.  S.  McNaugher,  Mrs.  M.  Patterson  and  Mrs.  M.  Tibby.  J 

The  L.  M.  S.  of  Olathe  (Kansas)  congregation,  ou  the  4th  of  August,  18H  1 
adopted  a  series  of  resolutions  in  memory  of  Catharine  Galbraith,  the  oldest  j 
member  of  the  society,  the  committee  being  Mrs.  William  Mitchell,  Mrs.  W.  W. 
McMillan  and  Miss  A.  Coulter. 

The  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  session.  Rev.  Dr.  Littlejohn,  moderator,  pro  tem^ui 
Samuel  Carmichael,  clerk,  placed  on  record  resolutions  on  the  death  of  Jacob 
Bolen,  a  member  of  session,  who  died  June  23d,  in  his  78th  year.  They  «yJ 
44  He  was  ever  willing  to  bear  the  reproach  of  Christ  that  he  might  stand  nrmll 
the  whole  truth  that  is  enshrined  in  the  Messianic  Kingship  of  Jesus,  audio  tbil 
he  has  left  behind  him  the  testimony  of  a  good  conscience  shining  through  Mi 
life  amid  the  silvered  locks  of  age,  as  a  heritage  of  steadfastness  to  us  all  Hi 
chose  rather  to  suffer  affliction  with  a  few  of  t'le  people  of  God  than  wilhtfc1 
many  to  abandon  the  cause  that  was  dear  to  his  heart.  It  was  not  unfitting  tW 
such  a  life  should  close  iu  triumph,  without  a  struggle,  without  a  fear.  'Thi 
righteous  shall  go  in  peace.'  " 

The  Christian  Endeavor  Society  of  the  1st  Boston  congregation  prepared* 
tribute  to  the  memory  of  Miss  Annie  Keep  Maclam,  taken  away  in  early  fik 
The  minute  on  her  death  was  prepared  by  a  committee  consisting  of  G.  A  Gil" 
derwood,  Martha  A.  Monroe  and  J.  D.  Graham. 

The  L.  M.  S.  of  the  Pittsburgh  congregation  passed  resolutions  on  the  death 
of  Mrs.  Margaret   Mawiiinney,  who  died  July  28,  1894,  in  the  86th  year  d 
her  age,  having  been  a  member  of  the  congregation  siuce  its  organization  is 
I860,  and  of  the  society  from  its  organization.    The  committee  on  reaolutklBi  ■ 
was  Mrs.  M.  Patterson,  Mrs.  S.  McNaugher  and  Mrs.  M.  Tibby. 
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Editorial. 

NEGLECT    OF    THE    UNSAVED. 


"What  shall  it  profit  a  man  if  he  shall  gain  the  whole  world  and 
oee  his  own  soul,  or  what  shall  a  man  give  in  exchange  for  his  soul  ?  " 
Df  the  1,500,000,000  of  inhabitants  on  this  earth  only,  including  all 
Wte,  441,000,000  are  Christians.  If  one  soul  is  of  more  value 
than  a  whole  world,  who  can  estimate  what  is  included  in  the  loss  of 
be  souls  of  these  unsaved  millions? 

"He  that  believeth  on  the  Son  hath  everlasting  life;  and  he  that 
bdieveth  not  the  Son  shall  not  see  life;  but  the  wrath  of  God  abideth 
on  him."  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  terms  of  salvation  are 
» easy,  yet  "as  the  result  of  the  toil  and  effort  of  this  century  of 
UUBions,  hardly  more  than  two  millions  of  disciples  can  be  reckoned 
tod  if  we  add  what  are  called  *  adherents/  those  who  have  in  some 
*rae  been  influenced  by  Christianity  and  identified  with  it,  we  may 
perhaps  compute  two  millions  more.  In  the  same  hundred  years  in 
thich  this  has  been  accomplished  the  heathen  and  Mohammedan 
population  of  the  globe  has  increased  by  two  hundred  millions;  in 
other  words,  the  false  religions  have  outstripped  the  true  seventy  to 
inein  the  race  for  the  conquest  of  this  earth  to  Christ."* 

"Whosoever  calleth  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord  shall  be  saved. 
How  then  shall  they  call  on  him  in  whom  they  have  not  believed  ; 
tod  how  shall  they  believe  in  him  of  whom  they  have  not  heard  ? 
tod  how  shall  they  hear  without  a  preacher?"  In  order  that  this 
Nrid  be  brought  into  subjection  to  Christ  there  must  be  more 
fajpn  missionaries,  and  yet  •*  according  to  the  best  estimate  we  can 
Ahin  there  are  now  only  about  9,000  missionaries  in  the  foreign  field, 
jrlhile  there  are  about  130,000  ordained  ministers  at  home,  represent- 
B|  the  same  constituency — fifteen  times  as  many  administering  to 
me  who  have  Christ  as  there  are  preaching  the  gospel  where  Christ 
I  not  named."  In  marked  contrast  with  this  is  the  "  fact  that  thirty 
Br  cent,  of  the  ministers  of  the  native  church  in  the  Hawaiian 
are  missionaries  to  other  islands." 


[?Mge  extracts  are  taken  chiefly  from  the  Missionary  Review. 
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"  Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature.* 
Nearly  nineteen  centuries  have  elapsed  since  this  com  maud  was  given 
and  yet  but  a  small  fraction  of  the  human  family  has  heard  of  the 
name  of  Jesus.  "A  hundred  years  have  elapsed  since  Carey  went  to 
India,  and  still  vast  portions  of  that  empire  remain  unreached.  The 
British  government  took  the  census  of  India  three  years  ago  and  did 
it  in  a  single  day,  its  two  hundred  and  eighty  millions  of  population 
numbered  and  registered  within  twenty-four  hours,  aud  yet  in  a  hun- 
dred years  missions  have  not  succeeded  in  reaching  all  in  that  vast 
empire.  Standard  oil-cans  are  found  adorning  the  native  houses  in 
India,  where  as  yet  no  Christians  are  found." 

"When  I  say  unto  the  wicked  thou  shalt  surely  die  and  thou  givest 
him  not  warning  nor  speakest  to  warn  the  wicked  from  his  wicked 
way  to  save  his  life ;  the  same  wicked  man  shall  die  in  his  iniquity ; 
but  his  blood  will  I  require  at  thine  hand.  Yet  if  thou  warn  the 
wicked  and  he  turn  not  from  his  wickedness  nor  from  his  wicked  way 
he  shall  die  in  his  iniquity  but  tliou  hast  delivered  thy  soul."  More 
money  is  needed  to  send  abroad  missionaries  as  well  as  more  missiona- 
ries to  be  sent.  And  yet  only  "  fourteen  millions  of  dollars  were 
given  by  Protestant  churches  last  year  to  the  cause  of  foreign  missions, 
about  one-half  of  which  came  from  the  Christians  in  America.  Then 
same  Christians  have  wealth  amounting  to  thirteen  billions  of  dollars, 
thus  giving  one  thirty-second  part  of  one  per  cent,  of  their  means  to 
foreign  missions."  In  China  it  is  estimated  that  "one  hundred  and 
thirty  millions  of  dollars  are  spent  annually  in  sacrifices  to  idols." 

"  While  we  have  been  waiting  to  get  ready  or  have  been  slumbering, 
vast  multitudes,  even  millions  of  idol-worshippers,  who  might  have 
been  reached  by  the  gospel  preached  by  our  missionaries,  have  gone 
down  to  death." 

We  cannot  employ  all  our  laborers  in  the  home  field  or  enter  in- 
viting fields  in  the  foreign   for  lack  of  money,  and  yet  we  have  an 
endowment  fund  of  nearly  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  on  which 
was  declared  last  year  a  dividend  of  five  and  one-half  per  cent.,  and 
the  taking  care  of  which  cost  $2,906.09.     Of  this  endowment  fund 
nearly  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  are  for  missions.     Had  the  prin- 
cipal been  used  in  faith  instead  of  the  pittance  of  interest  what  num- 
ber of  "  idol- worshippers"  might  have  been  reached  by  the  gospel!  ; 
When  either  the  church   or  the  individual   neglects  "  to  warn  the  -j 
wicked  from  his  wicked  way  and  he  die  in  his  iniquity,"  "his  blood 
God  will  require  at  the  band  of  the  guilty.     "We  are  verily  guilty. 

^ "  j 

The  following  from  The  American  Magazine  of  Civics  for  Febru- 
ary ought  to  bring  the  blush  of  shame  to  the  cheek  of  every  virtuous 
man  or  woman  : 

"Among  influences  which  are  directly  hostile  to  virtue,  and  there- 
fore only  promotive  of  vice,  and  that  in  its  worst  form,  are  the  afr 
called  'Age  of  Consent  Laws7  which   blacken  the  statute  books  by 
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alizing  the  dishonor  of  American  girls,  through  permits  issued  to 
herons  human  beasts,  the  effect  of  which  is  to  invite  them,  when 
!  age  limit  lias  expired,  to  enter  upon  what  is  a  veritable  and  horri- 
'  slaughter  of  innocents '  of  the  age  of  ten  years  and  upward.  The 
lowing  facts  from  a  recent  article  in  The  Arena  possess  a  signifi- 
es to  which  no  words  can  add.  Under  the  heading  'The  Black 
t  of  States'  are  grouped  the  several  States,  and  the  age  in  each 
ibiished  by  statute  when  American  girls  can  safely  be  robbed  of 
ir  virtue  by  any  male  beast  who  can  establish,  whether  true  or  not, 
I  if  true  procured  by  whatever  infamous  means,  the  plea  of  'con- 
t.' 

1  Ten  years. — Alabama,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina. 
'Twelve  years. — Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Texas,  Wisconsin. 
'Thirteen  years. — Iowa,  New  Hampshire,  Utah. 
1  Fourteen  years. — Arizona,  California,  Connecticut,  Georgia,  Idaho, 
nois,  Indiana,  Maine,  Maryland,  Michigan,  Minnesota,  Missouri, 
vada,  New  Mexico,  North  Dakota,  Ohio,  Oregon,  Vermont,  West 
rginia. 

*  Fifteen  years. — Delaware,  Montana. 

1  Sixteen  years. — Arkansas,  Colorado,  District  of  Columbia,  Massa- 
isetts,  Mississippi,  New  Jersey,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode 
ind,  South  Dakota,  Tennessee,  Washington. 
1  Seventeen  years. — Florida." 

[t  does  seem  almost  incredible  that  such  laws  are  allowed  to  remain 
the  statute  books  of  the  different  States.  Only  the  vilest  element 
society  demands  them,  but  so  completely  does  it  control  our  politics 
t  no  serious  effort  is  made  to  materially  modify  them.  So  long  as 
y  remain  we  have  no  right  to  boast  of  our  superior  virtue.  Our 
;e  of  consent  laws"  are  disgraceful  and  wholly  inexcusable.  He 
i  strange  kind  of  a  Christian,  indeed,  who  can  be  a  member  of  a 
islature  and  not  persistently  agitate  for  their  repeal.  The  church 
►aid  make  her  voice  heard  and  demand  immediate  repeal. 

J.  W.  S. 

A    YEAR'S    REVIEW. 


The  Independent  of  January  3d  contains  a  noteworthy  exhibit, 
e  Churches  in  1894.  Along  with  the  review,  forecasts  are  also 
en.  Thirty-seven  persons  have  contributed  the  reports.  That  of 
•  church  is  made  by  our  brother  editor.  We  make  some  extracts  : 
Prof.  Howe  says:  "  The  new  constitution  of  the  General  Confer- 
e  of  Free  Baptists  has  jmt  come  into  operation.  It  involves 
nging  a  new  class  of  officials  into  power,  and  intrusting  to  them 
the  interests  formerly  in  charge  of  the  missionary  and  educational 
ieties.  A  committee  of  twenty-one  persons,  one-third  of  whom 
women,  have  been  empowered  to  receive  the  funds  and  attend  to 
duties  of  the  retiring  societies." 

A  professor  in  a  Catholic  institution  "  says,  in  the  one  anonymous 
ribution,  as  to  the  law  of  the  Columbus  diocese,  affecting  liquor 
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dealers :  "  Though  this  law  is  merely  local,  any  bishop  who  makes 
similar  legislation  will  be  upheld.  It  is  an  additional  frown  upon 
the  saloon  business,  and  an  unmistakable  intimation  that  saloon 
keepers  must  not  expect  to  represent  Roman  Catholics  in  any  capacity.11 

Rev.  Dr.  Quint,  moderator  of  the  National  Congregational  Council! 
says :  "  One  more  fact  is  the  continued  advance  of  the  Young 
People's  Society  of  Christian  Endeavor.  This  movement  which 
originated  in  one  of  our  churches,  has  had  a  remarkable  spread  dur- 
ing this  year,  until  many  of  the  feeblest  and  most  remote  country 
churches  have  almost  their  life  in  the  little  societies.  It  tends  to 
Christian  unity.  Our  people,  foremost  in  these  societies,  and  united 
as  a  whole  with  them,  thereby  come  into  hearty  co-operation  with 
other  denominations.  The  '  institutional  church  9  movement  aids  in 
the  same  direction.  The  expressions  for  Christian  union  upon  a  simple 
evangelical  basis,  which  have  been  uttered  by  our  national  gatherings, 
are  coming  more  iind  more  to  express  the  sincere  desire  of  our 
churches.  Not  a  few  ministers  and  candidates  for  the  ministry  have 
come  to  us  from  other  denominations  as  to  a  natural  home.  The 
number  is  greater,  indeed,  than  that  furnished  by  her  seven  semi- 
naries." 

Rev.  S.  B.  Spreng  says  of  the  Evangelical  Association :  "  Ii 
regard  to  the  unhappy  dissensions  which  have  disturbed  us  for  several 
years,  they  are  happily  at  an  end.  The  dispute  was  taken  to  the 
courts.  The  result  is  as  follows  up  to  date  :  The  supreme  courts  of 
Illinois,  Iowa,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania  and  Michigan,  have  unanimously 
decided  against  the  so-called  Dubs  faction,  and  no  supreme  court  lias 
decided  otherwise.  In  the  concise  language  of  the  supreme  court  of 
Michigan  :  l  In  the  freedom  of  conscience  and  the  right  to  worship 
allowed  in  this  country  the  defendants  and  the  members  of  this  church 
undoubtedly  possessed  the  right  to  withdraw  with  or  without  reason. 
But  they  could  not  take  with  them  for  their  own  purposes  or  transfer 
to  any  other  religious  body  the  property  dedicated  to  and  conveyed 
for  the  worship  of  God  under  the  discipline  of  this  religious  denomi- 
nation, nor  could  they  prevent  its  use  by  those  who  chose  to  remain 
in  the  church,  and  who  represent  the  regular  church  organization.1' 

Dr.  Hurst  says  :  "  The  Epworth  League,  for  the  better  organic 
tion  of  the  young  people  for  benevolence,  intellectual  culture  and 
spiritual  life,  was  organized  some  five  years  ago,  and  now  numbers 
about  900,000  members.  The  advai.ce  during  the  past  year  has  been 
more  pronounced  than  during  the  four  preceding.  An  organization 
of  the  same  name  and  for  the  same  purpose  exists  in  the  Methodist 
Church,  Canada,  and  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  A 
remarkable  evangelistic  impulse  has  already  been  imparted  by  the 
League  to  American  Methodism." 

Rev.  Dr.  W.  H.  Roberts  says :  "  The  general  effort  which  is 
being  made  for  the  federation  of  all  the  American  Presbyterian 
and  Reformed  Churches,  and  which  was  initiated  by  this  Assembly, 
has   met   thus   far   with   favor,  a  decided  majority  of  the  presby- 
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s  so  far  reporting  having  advised  the  Assembly  to  adopt 
plan  submitted  by  it  to  them."  Rev.  Dr.  C.  L.  Thompson 
:  "The  General  Assembly  without  formally  adopting  this 
ram,  referred  it  to  the  presbyteries  for  l  information  and 
%.'  There  are  some  serious  objections  to  this  plau.  It  does 
include  the  Southern  Presbyterian  Church,  with  which  we 
in  the  closest  historic  alliance;  it  gives  a  vast  preponderance 
epresentation  to  the  smaller  bodies,  who  altogether  having  a 
number  of  communicants  than  our  own,  would  have  forty- 
;  representatives,  while  our  church  would  have  only  eight.  The 
s  of  the  proposed  plan  are  regarded  as  too  vague  and  shadowy  to 
u'se  harmonious  co-operation,  and  there  is  indefiniteness  as  to  the 
ority  which  this  council  shall  exercise,  which  should  make  our 
eh  hesitate  to  commit  herself  to  it.  Besides,  the  Pan-Presbyterian 
mce  is  an  agency  created  for  similar  purposes  and  far  more  inclu  - 
in  its  membership,  and  would  seem  to  be  all  that  is  required  at 
)resent  for  the  promotion  of  co-operation  in  these  allied  churches." 
ev.  Dr.  J.  R.  Graham,  moderator  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Southern  Presbyterian  Church,  says :  "  The  conviction  is  deep- 
g  that  fidelity  to  its  trust  and  to  the  truth  requires,  that  it 
Id  not  abandon  its  position  as  a  separate  and  independent  church 
ie  great  Presbyterian  family  of  churches." 

ev.  Dr.  A.  G.  Wallace,  of  the   United  Presbyterian  Church, 
:     "There  is  no  strife  or  dissension  ;    there  are  no  sectional  in- 
ices  at  work  calling  for  prudence  and  care." 
ev.  Dr.  W.  S.  Perry  says :     "  Practically  there  seems  little  pros- 
of  the  speedy  union  of  large  bodies  of  non-Episcopal  Christians 

the  Episcopal  Church,  either  here  or  abroad.  Meanwhile,  there 
ilmost  day  by  day,  and  certainly  week  by  week,  additions  to  the 
stry  of  the  Episcopal  Church  of  l  well-learned  and  godly  men/ 
ined  in  other  faiths  who  have  been  drawn  to  connect  themselves 

the  Historic  Episcopate,  and  as  we  believe  the  Historic  Church 
Jhrist.  If  this  continues  and  increases,  it  will  go  far  to  solve  the 
tiou  of  unity  which  is  now  so  serious  a  problem." 
ev.  Dr.  J.  B.  Drury,  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America,  editor 
nhe  Christian  Intelligencer,  says  :  "  Some  among  us  have  more 
pathy,  through   liturgical   leanings,  with   the  Episcopal  Church 

with  the  Presbyterian  ;  some  prefer  the  Southern  Presbyterian 
he  Northern  ;  others  the  German  Reformed  or  Reformed  Episco- 
and   thus  a  consensus  on  any  particular  plan  of  union  is  very 
?ult  to  get,  despite  a  preponderating  union  sentiment." 
rof.  H.  E.  Dosker,  of  the  Christian    Reformed   Church,  says : 

the  June  meeting  of  the  General  Synod,  the  question  of  union 
i  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  was  agitated.  The  prospects 
>rganic   union  seem  unfavorable,  although  nothing  but  the  ques- 

of  language  separates  the  two  bodies.  Another  union  move- 
t,  jointly  instituted  by  self  appointed  committees  of  the  Christian 
irmed  and  (Dutch)  Reformed  Churches   miscarried.     Two  meet- 
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ings  were  held  during  the  summer,  at  which  it  became  evident  thai 
there  was  no  difference  in  principles  between  the  two  bodies.  The 
only  difference  seemed  to  be  in  the  application  of  those  principles 
Two  smaller  committees  were  appointed,  and  these,  strange  to  say,  re- 
ported mutually  destructive  programmes  for  the  public  meeting  to  h 
held  in  the  historic  church  of  Dr.  Van  Raalte,  at  Holland,  Mich 
Foreseeing  the  hopelessness  of  the  case,  the  Reformed  committee  with 
drew  rather  abruptly  at  the  last  moment;  the  other  party,  however 
held  the  meeting,  according  to  announcement  November  2 2d.  Sac 
to  say,  the  result  of  that  meeting,  where  all  the  old  issues  where  re 
vived  and  all  the  old  wounds  opened,  seems  to  be  that  any  hope  fo; 
union  has  been  wiped  out  for  some  time  to  come." 

Rev.  Dr.  J.  L.  Goodknight  says  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterians 
"  The  most  hopeful  sign  for  this  ending  year  is,  that  there  is  a  reviva 
of  the  denominational  idea,  that  there  is  a  place  and  a  specific  worl 
for  Cumberland  Presbyterians  as  a  denomination  in  the  world ;  tha 
manifestly  the  vital  doctrines  for  which  'the  fathers'  stood,  have  no 
thoroughly  permeated  and  saturated  the  great  Presbyterian  family 
that  when  the  denomination  ceases  to  have  a  separate  existence,  if  i 
ever  does,  there'will  be  two  parties  upon  equal  terms  to  the  niatri 
monial  contract. 

Rev.  Dr.  E.  B.  Kephart  says  of  the  United  Brethren  in  Christ 
"  The  Church  Year  Book  shows  an  increase  of  30,693  in  member 
ship  in  her  young,  people's  societies,  with  816  organizations.  Tin 
circulation  of  church  literature  lias  reached  the  highest  figure  in  tin 
history  of  the  denomination,  and  it  is  very  manifest  that  our  peopli 
are  rapidly  becoming  a  more  reading  people  and  much  more  church ly/ 

W. 


p 


RIGINAL. 


SUPPLY    AND    DEMAND. 


The  article  in  your  January  number  on  "  Better  Methods"  wisely 
and  timeously  calls  attention  to  some  things  that  need  correction  both 
for  the  sake  of  our  laborers  and  our  congregations.  It  has  long  been 
in  my  mind  to  present  some  thoughts  upon  this  subject,  but  fa 
various  reasons  I  have  forborne  so  far.  This  article  has  opened  up 
the  way. 

Complaint  has  often  been  made  that  supplies  come  late  Saturday 
evening  and  go  away  early  Monday  morning,  and  hence  cannot  be- 
come acquainted  with  the  people  or  they  with  him.  Sometimes  this 
is  well  for  one  and  sometimes  for  both  parties,  but  this  should  not  be 
so  in  any  case  for  it  is  better  to  know  by  acquaintance  that  they  appre- 
ciate one  another  than  for  them  to  part  simply  thinking  that  such 
might  be  the  ca*e  if  they  only  were  acquainted.  How  much  less  can 
any  one  do  successful  pastoral  work  or  help  build  up  the  congregation? 

But  there  are  some  things  that  may  be  said  on  the  other  side  of  tie 
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juestion  that  not  everyone  who  is  painfully  familiar  with  them  may 
eel  like  writing  up  lest  he  might  appear  to  want  to  shirk  his  duty 
md  responsibility  or  not  appreciate  the  usual  hospitality  accorded  to 
he  ordinary  supply. 

My  rule  has  been  to  notify  the  people  of  the  congregation  in  good 
ime  of  my  coming  and  try  never  to  be  so  late  as  Saturday.  But 
ometiraes  I  confess  I  willingly  if  not  cheerfully  left  early  on  Mon- 
ay.  I  have  been  away  from  home  from  one  to  nineteen  Sabbaths  at 
time,  and  whenever  I  was  returning  home  I  usually  did  not  stay 
or  linger  long  on  Monday  morning.  I  do  not  wonder  that  some- 
imes,  at  least,  the  supply  comes  as  late  as  possible  and  gets  out  on 
be  antithesis.  Sometimes  he  goes  to  a  place  where  provision  is  made 
or  him  at  a  boarding  house  or  with  some  kind  woman  like  Lydia, 
nd  as  the  congregation  is  paying  the  bill  they  will  not  usually  find 
ault  if  his  stay  is  not  unduly  protracted.  If  he  is  some  favorite 
andidate  he  may,  if  he  has  more  than  one  Sabbath  with  them,  be 
toasted  about  liberally  during  the  week  or  if  not  he  can  enjoy  the 
company  of  Lydia  and  her  daughter  all  week.  Sometimes  he  comes 
to  a  place  where  no  provision  is  made  for  him,  and  not  knowing 
where  to  go  he  inquires  for  some  of  the  "  brethren,"  and  drops  in 
the  first  place  he  can  find.  Sometimes  he  is  told,  "Oh,  you  are 
wrong  shipped.  We  don't  keep  the  preacher  here ;  they  generally  go 
to n  etc.,  etc.  To  one  place  I  sent  word  in  good  time  to  the  elder 
whose  name  was  published  in  the  Minutes  of  Synod  as  the  corre- 
spondent of  the  congregation.  Coming  to  the  station  after  dark  on 
loold  winter  evening  and  no  one  being  present  to  meet  me  I  found 
my  way  to  the  hotel,  but  the  next  morning  a  kind  brother  who  was 
not  in  any  way  the  best  situated  for  entertaining  the  supply  got  me 
away  as  quickly  as  possible, and  his  wife,  though  in  feeble  health  and 
with  a  large  family  of  children,  made  me  welcome  as  an  angel  of 
God.  I  said  perhaps  he  hadn't  received  my  word,  but  the  people 
said  it  wouldn't  have  made  any  diffeience.  He  wouldn't  have  met  or 
taken  me  to  his  house,  as  he  didn't  do  it  for  others. 

Again,  in  some  places  the  people  do  not  desire  to  have  the  supply 
tome  to  see  them  until  they  invite  him,  and  then  to  a  big  dinner  or  a 
big  supper.  After  this  host  Simon  and  his  family  are  most  excellent 
people  and  receive  generous  compliments,  and  no  sin  is  visible  for  the 
gospel  to  work  upon.  Again  there  is  not  that  same  willingness  to 
entertain  the  minister  as  there  was  formerly.  The  poorer  ones  do 
not  like  doing  it  because  they  cannot  provide  the  accommodations 
that  some  of  the  richer  brethren  can,  and  the  richer  ones  do  not  care 
to  be  bothered  with  him  unless  he  be  some  favorite  one. 

Again,  one  great  consideration  to  a  supply  is  the  almost  constant 
changing  of  beds  and  being  sent  away  off  from  a  warm  fire  on  a 
Winter  evening  to  a  cold,  frozen  up  bed  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the 
boose  where  there  hasn't  been  the  smell  of  fire  for  six  months, 
let  it  is  the  spare  bed,  and  the  best  bed  in  the  house,  with  all  of 
iQntie's  and  grandmother's  quilts,  and  mother's  best  feather  mattress, 
tad  daughter's  latest  crazy  quilt.     Isn't   it  just   lovely  !     But  few 
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people  seem  to  know  that  a  bed  not  used  and  especially  a  feathi 
tick  draws  dampness  and  should  not  be  used  without  having  a  goc 
airing  of  several  hours  before  a  fire  or  laid  about  on  chairs,  etc.,  in 
warm  room.  Once  in  visiting  a  friend  who  had  just  built  himself 
large,  fine  house,  on  being  shown  the  different  rooms  he  said  :  "Tt 
is  where  we  freeze  preachers,"  viz  :  the  spare  bedroom.  ^  The  writ 
once  in  mid  winter  tried  to  thaw  out  nine  different  beds  in  ten  su 
cessive  nights  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  yet  he  survives  to  tell  t 
story.  I  have  since  met  another  brother  who  says  he  slept  in  twent 
nine  different  beds  in  thirty  successive  nights  (I  think  I  have  tl 
figures  correctly),  and  yet  he  survives,  but  with  rheumatism  to  so 
an  extent  that  during  a  large  part  of  the  winter  both  arms  are  part 
disabled  and  one  almost  wholly  so  that  he  can  hardly  use  his  pe 
Many  a  long  winter  night  I  have  lain  in  a  cold,  damp  bed,  sleepii 
but  little  and  never  knowing  what  it  was  to  be  warm  during  t 
entire  night.  Yet  to  have  mentioned  the  matter  would  have  seem 
most  unkind  to  my  host  or  hostess  and  inappreciative  of  their  bos| 
tality.  I  have  known  of  cases  of  death  being  greatly  hastened  I 
tying  for  a  single  night  in  such  a  bed.  .  Besides,  a  person  after  havii 
been  sat  with  by  the  family  all  day  and  evening  usually  desire 
few  minutes  alone  with  his  God  at  the  close  of  the  day,  but  in  an 
a  cooler  it  is  usually  a  very  few  minutes. 

Again,  if  a  minister  shows  himself  industrious  in  going  about  vis 
ing  and  praying  with  the  people  they  are  very  apt  to  say,  "He 
very  anxious  to  get  a  call  and  obtain  a  settlement."  I  have  knot 
this  to  be  the  case  where  the  settlement  was  not  any  more  desirat 
than  the  minister.  There  are  other  things  along  this  line  I  mig 
tell  to  show  the  spirit  of  some  people  in  regard  to  this  matter  but 
they  are  still  living  I  forbear. 

Again,  most  young  men  feel  the  need  of  special  preparation  i 
their  pulpit  services  and  think  they  do  not  have  the  time  for'su 
work,  and  having  never  done  any  of  it  in  company  with  and  und 
the  direction  of  a  good  pastor  they  only  know  to  do  it  according 
the  lectures  or  according  to  the  books  on  the  subject  which  often  on 
embarrass  them. 

There  is  generally  no  lack  of  real  hospitality,  especially  in  the  li 
of  good  things  to  eat,  and  when  there  is  any  in  regard  to  sleeping 
is  usually  from  indifference  or  ignorance. 

1  have  known  cases  in  which  the  people  would  have  gladly  euU 
tained  the  minister  to  the  verv  best  of  their  ability,  but  he  did  n 
give  them  much  chance  as  he  had  friends  not  far  away  and  outside 
the  church,  with  whom  he  stayed  during  the  week,  coming  in  Satu 
day  evening  and  returning  Monday  morning.  The  people  felt  bu 
at  this  and  thought  it  unkind. 

As  to  the  congregations,  the  wonder  is  that  with  the  treatment  ai 
non-treatment   they    have    received    many  of    them    survive  at  a 
Were  it  not  for  their  adherence  to  principle,  l>eing  well  grounded 
the  faith  they  profess,  and  their  loyalty   to  Christ   their  King,  th 
could   not  endure  it.     I  doubt  if  we  could  see  the  same  amount 
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vitality  and  endurance  in  any  other  church.  Some  of  these  that  are 
arge  and  self-supporting  are  very  particular  about  who  are  sent  to 
ibern  and  want  to  hear  only  candidates  of  their  own  selection  thus 
aaking  it  difficult  for  presbytery  to  deal  with  them  without  allowing 
latitude  bordering  on  Congregationalism.  Such  oftentimes  have 
ot  any  better  success  in  securing  a  pastor  or  any  betier  judgment  in 
taking  a  choice  than  those  who  accept  the  appointments  of  presby- 
xry.     Many  congregations  want  a  $2,000  preacher  for  $700  or  $800. 

When  a  minister  is  with  a  congregation  and  has  not  appointments 
>r  full  time  and  does  not  have  to  be  at  home  with  his  family  he 
aould  by  all  means  preach  to  them  and  cheerfully  accept  whatever 
ley  can  give.  Sometimes  a  congregation  will  rather  pay  the  usual 
er  diem  for  what  they  get  and  do  without  the  rest  of  the  time  than 
3  have  the  name  of  not  coming  up  to  the  standard. 

When  a  congregation  does  not  secure  a  pastor  in  a  reasonable 
ength  of  time,  say  one  year  or  at  the  most  two  years,  presbytery 
hould  send  them  a  stated  supply,  and  if  they  are  not  able  to  pay 
lira  and  they  cannot  link  another  field  to  it  and  give  him  both, 
presbytery  should  assist  in  his  support.  I  have  preached  many  days 
for  which  I  did  not  receive  $5.00  a  day,  and  although  it  was  not 
just  all  they  could  have  paid,  yet  I  do  not  regret  it  and  am  sure  that 
it  was  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord.  Presbyteries  would  do  well  to  send 
itated  supplies  to  many  congregations  for  from  six  months  to  one 
fear  at  a  time,  but  the  propriety  of  keeping  the  same  one  there  longer 
than  this,  unless  at  their  urgent  request,  is  very  doubtful. 

If  any  one  doesn't  know  how  tiresome  it  is  to  be  going  constantly 
from  one  place  to  another  and  being  constantly  in  other  people's 
houses  where  lie  is  semi-guest  and  semi-laborer  and  visiting  and  being 
visited  to  death  and  will  not  accept  the  testimony  of  those  who  have, 
let  him  try  it  for  a  year  or  two  and  he  will  know. 

Finally,  if  the  presbyteries  want  work  done  let  them  designate 
vrhat  it  is;  appoint  some  one  to  this  work  and  require  him  to  report  to 
presbytery.  As  it  is  they  give  the  supplies  appointments  to  preacl^ 
Mid  they  report  that  they  have  filled  the  appointments  and  whether 
or  not  they  have  received  the  usual  compensation  and  that  is  all  there 
is  of  it.  Then  he  could  lay  the  matter  before  the  session  and  perhaps 
secure  their  co-operation.  He  will  at  least  feel  that  he  is  not  run- 
ning unsent. 

As  for  the  congregations,  let  them  have  a  comfortable  place  pro- 
vided for  his  accommodation  ;  let  him  know  that  he  is  not  only  wel- 
come but  expected  to  remain  with  them  between  the  Sabbaths ;  let 
the  session  meet  with  him,  and  let  him  know  who  are  sick  and  to  be 
visited.  Let  one  of  them  go  with  him  and  help  him  iu  his  work. 
Let  bim  not  too  severely  violate  the  Master's  injunction,  "  Go  not 
from  house  to  house."  Let  the  brethren  arrange  for  a  midweek  ser- 
vice in  some  school  house  in  the  neighborhood.  Let  them  not  kill 
bim  by  over- feeding,  and  see  if  "  out  of  the  eater  there  doesn't  come 
"orth  meat,  and  out  of  the  strong  there  doesn't  come  forth  sweetness." 

Thomas  Johx. 
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SUMMARY    REPORT    ON    TESTIMONY-BEARING. 


St.  John,  N.  B.,  December  31,  1894. 

Messrs.  Editors: — In  the  midst  of  the  wearying  work  of  tearing  op 
and  packing  connected  with  our  removal  from  St.  John  I  have  tried 
to  find  time  to  gather  up  my  work  so  far  and  lay  before  the  church 
the  results  as  I  apprehend  them. 

It  was  the  understanding  at  the  time  of  my  appointment  that  the 
months  of  July  and  August  should  be  taken  for  special  preparation 
and  correspondence,  and  that  active  work  should  begin  at  the  first  of 
September.  Such  long  delay  not  being  agreeable  to  me  I  entered 
upon  the  work  in  the  provinces  of  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia 
on  July  15th,  and  crossed  into  the  States,  August  11th,  holding  the 
first  meeting  in  the  Prebyterian  church  in  Houlton,  Maine.  Since 
that  time,  for  over  four  months,  the  work  has  been  prosecuted  with 
all  the  vigor  and  energy  I  could  command.  In  all,  6  presbyteries 
have  been  traversed,  some  more  thoroughly  than  others.  These  were, 
New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia,  Vermont,  Rochester,  Pittsburgh, 
Philadelphia,  and  New  York.  The  whole  number  of  meetings  held 
was  98.  There  were  delivered  48  sermons  and  45  lectures.  The 
attendance  ranged  from  over  500  to  20.  The  average  attendance  was 
over  100,  nearly  110.  As  to  the  places  where  meetings  were  held,  35 
were  in  Reformed  Presbyterian  churches,  21  in  Presbyterian,  18  in 
United  Presbyterian,  6  in  Methodist,  2  in  Wesleyan  Methodist,  2  in 
Congregational,  1  in  Reformed  and  7  in  public  halls.  In  all,  58  were 
outside  of  our  church.  In  many  instances  the  meetings,  especially 
the  lectures,  held  in  Reformed  Presbyterian  churches,  were  fully  as 
representative  of  other  churches  as  those  held  elsewhere.  I  have  not 
gone  forth  under  false  colors,  but  in  every  place  have  frankly  and 
clearly  stated  the  object  of  my  mission.  In  ways  that  were  marvel- 
lous have  I  been  able  to  discern  the  Lord's  favoring  presence  from 
the  outset.  In  very  few  instances  was  the  door  shut  against  me,  and 
where  this  occurred  it  resulted  in  opening  a  more  effective  door  for 
me.  Ministers  of  other  denominations  worked  earnestly  to  secure  a 
good  attendance  and  with  genuine  entreaty  pleaded  for  a  fair  and 
candid  hearing  for  the  message.  The  difficulty  which  the  best  friends 
of  the  work  looked  for  as  inevitable,  was  not  met.  The  opposition 
which  it  was  felt  would  be  constant  and  embarrassing  nowhere  put  in 
an  appearance.  The  feared  derision  and  contempt  of  those  who 
would  oppose  was  never  realized.  On  the  contrary,  the  door  of  oppor- 
tunity was  open  everywhere.  The  sympathy  and  favor  which  were 
scarcely  hoped  for  at  all  were  abundantly  and  constantly  bestowed 
upon  the  work.  Instead  of  alienating  other  denominations  and  cre- 
ating animosities  between  them  and  our  church,  we  venture  to  say 
that  nothing  we  have  ever  undertaken  as  a  church  has  served  like  this 
work  to  secure  their  respect  and  esteem. 

These  are  samples  of  (he  many  expressions  of  satisfaction  and 
approval  which  have  been  freely  given  us  by  ministers  and  members 
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)f  other  denominations :  "  If  you  visit  oar  town  again,  my  home 
rod  church  will  be  open  to  you."  "I  wish  all  my  people  had  been 
here  to-night.  They  might  not  have  approved  all  you  have  said,  but 
t  would  have  been  uplifting  to  them  to  have  heard  your  argument." 
'This  position  is  so  far  in  advance  of  the  thought  and  practice  of 
Christian  people,  that  you  must  be  patient  with  them."  "TheChris- 
ian  people  of  this  country  must  come  to  your  position."  "I  have 
ad  serious  misgivings  as  to  this  matter  of  incorporation  with  the 
overnment  of  the  United  States."  "  I  had  only  one  objection  to  your 
osition  and  you  have  taken  that  away  to-night."  "  Wherever  you 
eliver  this  message  it  will  awaken  a  favorable  response  in  every 
Ihristian  heart."  u  The  discussion  is  a  healthy  one."  "  This  position 
f  non-incorporation  is  simply  a  further  application  of  the  principle 
n  which  I  have  acted  ever  since  I  became  a  Christian." 
The  work  has  been  as  pleasant  and  enjoyable  as  any  one  could  de- 
ire.  Perhaps  this  is  so  because  I  delight  in  it.  It  has  been  a  source  of 
ich  blessing  to  me  in  many  ways.  If  the  Lord  will  be  pleased  to 
wu  and  use  my  feeble  efforts  to  have  him  honored  in  this  nation,  it 
rill  be  my  greatest  joy  this  eide  of  the  kingdom  of  glory. 

Your  faithfully,  A.  J.  McFarland. 


BETTER    METHODS. 


I  was  pleased  with  your  article  "  Better  Methods  "  in  the  February 
Reformed  Presbyterian  and  Covenanter.  I  have  been  think- 
ing along  that  or  a  similar  line  for  some  time  past,  and  now  as  you 
have  opened  the  door  I  will  send  you  some  of  my  thoughts. 

1.  I  find  a  supply,  iu  a  place  for  one,  two  or  three  Sabbaths,  can- 
not get  well  enough  acquainted  with  the  wants  of  the  people  to  do 
much  pastoral  work.  If  he  is  there  for  one  Sabbath,  he  usually 
comes  on  Saturday  and  leaves  on  the  following  Monday.  Where  a 
congregation  is  looking  for  a  pastor,  perhaps  a  month  is  all  that  is 
necessary  for  the  supply  to  stay  with  them  ;  but  in  other  places,  where 
pastoral  work  is  expected  of  the  supply,  nothing  less  than  three- 
month  appointments  should  be  made,  and  if  practicable  the  appoint- 
ments should  be  even  longer  than  that ;  and  the  supply  be  expected 
to  spend  his  time  in  the  congregation. 

2.  I  believe  presbytery  should  take  the  matter  in  hand,  and 
wherever  possible  join  two  or  even  three  small  congregations  together 
and  see  that  a  pastor  is  called  and  settled,  or  if  this  cannot  he  done 
immediately,  send  them  a  supply  for  not  less  than  a  year,  and  at 
Iheend  of  that  time,  if  all  is  agreeable,  the  appointment  could  be  re- 
Dewed  or  a  permanent  settlement  made. 

For  example,  in  Pittsburgh  Presbytery,  Middletown  could  be  added 
to  the  Mercer  and  Adamsville  congregation,  and  they  could  then  sup- 
port a  pastor  with  less  help  than  they  are  receiving  now ;  have  more 
preaching  and  what  is  better  have  a  pastor ;  also  the  minister  who 
ook  charge  of  them,  could  attend  to  his  work  with   less  travelling 
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and  far  less  expense  than  he  has  now,  supplying  from  St.  Johu  to 
Denver.  Also,  Youngstown  and  Centreville  could  be  united  in  the 
8am  e  way. 

Then  here,  in  Illinois  Presbytery,  the  same  thing  could  be  done, 
Coulterville  is  able  to  take  about  five-eighths  of  a  pastor's  time, 
Staunton  could  perhaps  take  the  other  three-eighths ;  all  that  is 
needed  is  some  one,  who  has  the  right,  to  go  ahead  and  make  the 
arrangements;  and  are  there  not  other  places  in  the  church  that 
could  be  grouped  in  the  same  way  ? 

Now  I  believe  something  like  the  above  could  be  done  and  the 
ex]>ense  to  the  church  decreased  and  still  the  workers  get  full  pay. 

It  may  be  said  :  "  No  one  would  take  a  congregation  that  implied 
so  much  hard  work."  In  reply  I  would  ask  : .  "Is  it  ease  our  min- 
isters are  looking  for,  or  is  it  work  for  the  Master  ?  " 

Ask  the  fathers,  some  of  them  even  yet  with  us,  how  many  miles 
they  used  to  travel  from  one  point  of  their  congregation  to  the  other, 
and  that  too  on  horse  back,  with  poor  roads  and  unbridged  river t) 
ask  the  missionaries  in  the  Syrian  field  how  it  is  with  them  to-day, 
twenty,  thirty  and  fifty  miles  over  bridle  paths,  with  no  roads  atalL 
Here  in  America,  now  you  have  good  carriage  roads,  and  if  you  pre- 
fer, a  railroad  almost  to  every  church  door. 

Why  cannot  something  like  this  be  done  and  the  waste  places  of 
Zion  refreshed  ?         Yours  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  church, 

Henry  Easson. 

m 

THE    MISSION    OF    THE    COVENANT    TO    ISRAEL, 

PHILADELPHIA. 


Messrs.  Editors : — A  few  words  concerning  "  The  Mission  of  the 
Covenant  to  Israel  "  in  Philadelphia.  The  work  grows  as  it  goes  on. 
It  takes  on  a  more  permanent  form,  and  becomes  reduced  to  a  better 
system,  as  the  weeks  pass.  At  the  beginning  we  were  troubled  by 
pestilent  fellows,  who  had  been  spoiled  in  two  or  three  other  missions 
recently  started  without  much  responsibility.  There  these  persons 
iiad  permission  to  debate.  Here  they  claimed  the  same  as  a  right. 
They  were  soon  informed  that  this  was  a  place  for  receiving  instruction; 
and  none  could  teach  but  those  who  had  been  appointed.  They  bad 
to  be  waited  on  by  the  police  two  or  three  times  before  they  learned 
the  lesson  of  good  order.  These  men  have  departed  altogether.  Only 
such  as  are  quiet,  attentive  and  apparently  serious  are  now  in  attend* 
ance.  One  was  baptized  a  month  ago;  another  will  be  with  thesession 
to-night  as  an  applicant.  We  try  to  be  assured  of  intelligence  and 
true  conversion  on  their  part.  Everything  is  being  done  by  Mr. 
Greenberg  and  the  session  to  lay  a  strong  foundation  for  a  large  and 
lasting  work,  for  the  glory  of  the  Lord. 

In  the  Sabbath  School  the  discouragement  arose  from  the  disappear- 
ance of  the  children  after  two  or  three  days'  attendance.  Every  day 
found  a  gor.d   number  present,  but   mostly  new  scholars,  gathered  m 
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y  visiting  during  the  week.  Yet  some  were  becoming  permanent ; 
nd  now  the  number  of  such  has  increased  till  each  teacher  expects  to 
Del  familiar  faces  in  the  class.     But  this  has  been  by  sifting  perhaps 

thousand  families.  May  it  be  that  God  has  given  us  the  golden 
rheat,  which  will  be  precious  seed,  to  bring  forth  a  hundred  fold  ? 

The  Sabbath  School  is  well  furnished  with  teachers,  and  the  night 
;hools  also  most  of  the  time ;  all  by  the  young  people  of  the  three 
>Dgregations  of  this  city.  The  zeal  and  self-devotion  of  these  young 
eople  is  enough  to  warm  any  heart.  They  seem  in  some  cases  to  be 
scorning  almost  passionately  in  love  with  the  little  children,  whom 
ley  had  to  teach  to  wash  hands  and  face,  having  found  behind  the 
irt  and  rags  sparkling,  witty  souls.  An  exception  :  Two  of  our 
achers  ascended  a  tumble-down  stairway  the  other  day  in  search  of 
ieir  scholars,  and  in  an  upper  room  found  the  mother  with  her  three 
aildren,  all,  clean,  neat,  tidy  and  sweetly  polite.  The  family  of  five 
lake  the  one  room  their  parlor,  dining-room,  kitchen  and  bed- room. 
!he  wonder  of  the  ladies  was  how  a  mother  could  keep  her  home  so 
leasant  nnder  such  circumstances. 

The  night  school  is  filled  full  with  young  men  and  boys  and  girls, 
11  absorbing  Christian  gentleness  and  holy  influences  while  learning 
be  English  language.  In  addition  to  their  studies,  they  sing  psalms, 
re  led  in  prayer  and  hear  the  word  of  life.  The  dispensary,  con- 
lucted  by  Drs.  Caldwell,  Badeer  and  Metheny,  is  doing  great  good, 
lot  merely  in  relieving  sufferers,  but  in  drawing  people  to  the  foun- 
ain  of  life,  opened  up  for  the  house  of  Judah,  by  him  whose  blood 
vashes  away  sin. 

We  earnestly  request  prayer  for  the  mission  to  the  Jews,  and  hope 
such  as  have  the  means  and  neart  will  not  be  sparing  with  their  gifts, 
jreat  opportunities  are  ripe  everyday;  shall  we  reap  them  ?  We 
ook  to  God  for  wisdom  and  consecration  in  carrying  on  the  work  and 
n  using  all  the  means  forwarded  as  most  sacredly  belonging  to  the 
Lord.  J.  C.  McFeeters. 
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President  Cleveland  has  again  risen  above  his  party — if  such 
i  confused  mass  can  be  called  a  party.  He  has  done  so  in  a  patriotic 
spirit,  and  in  the  interests  of  morality — the  faithful  meeting  of  its 
^ligations  by  the  nation  as  by  the  individual.  We  refer  to  his  mes- 
sage of  January  28th,  on  the  financial  problem.  The  details  can  be 
arranged,  provided  it  is  understood  that  no  repudiation  is  to  be  allowed. 
The  country  wishes  no  State  bank  circulation.  The  currency  of  the 
xrontry  should  be  kept  as  now  under  national  law,  and  the  govern- 
ment should  continue  to  exact  necessary  guarantees  to  secure  the 
Wder  of  any  paper  currency.  Silver  has  a  large  use  and  may  have 
t  larger  if  right  relations  are  maintained  with  the  people  of  Asia. 
Sat  it  must  be  honestly  used  and  not  at  a  forced  value  by  one  people 
n  dealing  with  its  creditors.  W. 
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The  weather  of  the  week  ending  February  9th  stands  out  in  the 
records  as  of  unwonted  severity.  The  Pittsburgh  Dispatch  of  the  above 
date  had  this  on  its  bulletin  board  :  "A  Storm-Swept  World ;  Worst 
Ever  Known."  The  groves  of  Sicily  and  Spain,  as  well  as  of  Florida, 
were  blasted  by  the  cold.  In  the  throes  of  the  icy  tempest,  as  of 
February  8th,  our  confidence  foy  not  in  natural  laws  as  controlling 
the  seasons,  but  in  the  control  exercised  by  Him  who  has  declared: 
"While  the  earth  remaiueth,  seed  time  and  harvest,  and  cold  and 
heat,  and  summer  and  winter,  and  day  and  night  shall  not  cease."  He 
is  our  heavenly  Father.  W. 

In  view  of  what  has  lately  appeared  in  the  Christian  Beformer, 
one  may  have  opened  this  issue  expecting  to  find  an  article  as  a  reply 
to  its  words  with  reference  to  us.  But  we  have  little  to  add  to  our 
warning.  With  all  that  is  said  as  to  the  need  of  clear  thinking  and 
proper  distinctions,  we  discern  that  confusion  of  things  that  differ, 
that  abolishes  distinctions  and  so  misleads.  "  Hymns  and  other 
Songs,"  are  thrown  together  and  the  passage  made  easy  from  what 
applies  to  one  to  what  is  true  of  the  other.  Religious  assemblies  are 
massed  with  entertainments  of  every  class  that  come  within  church 
doors.  The  subject  in  hand  is  thus  lost  sight  of,  as  broached  by  that 
paper.  As  to  the  original  question  of  hymn  singing  in  those  Christian 
assemblies  that  are  so  marked  a  feature  of  present  Christian  activity, 
we  repeat  our  warning.  We  do  not  need  to  travel  every  road  a  second 
time.  We  have  seen  enough  to  show  what  is  the  end  of  all  this 
casuistry.  The  Irish  Presbyterian  Church  is  in  the  throes  of  the  con- 
troversy over  Psalmody.  The  inlet  was  the  same  as  we  indicated  in 
our  January  number.  W. 

One  of  the  ministers  of  our  church  in  Scotland,  Rev.  Dr.  John 
McDonald,  of  Airdrie,  has  lately  written  an  important  work— 
'•  Romanism  Analysed,  in  the  light  of  Scripture,  Reason  and  History." 
It  contains  483  pages  and  has  a  full  Index  of  Subjects  and  Index  of 
Texts.  The  work  has  been  published  by  the  Scottish  Reformation 
Society  in  Edinburgh.  The  subjects  treated  are  those  relating  to  the 
rise  and  claims  of  the  papacy,  the  doctrines,  rites  and  institutions  of 
the  Church  of  Rome,  her  power,  her  progress  and  her  doom.  The 
range  is  broad,  the  subjects  beiug  treated  by  question  and  answer,  with 
a  copious  citation  of  authorities.  It  is  no  tirade  upon  Rome,  but  a 
clear  examination,  a  book  fitted  for  instruction  in  Sabbath  Schoob 
and  seminaries  of  learning,  as  well  as  in  the  home.  There  is  always 
a  certain  Rome  ward  tendency  in  all  churches,  in  the  love  of  formality 
in  religion,  in  a  taste  for  a  sensuous  worship,  and  the  disposition  to 
will-worship.  For  example,  the  breaking  in  of  Instrumental  Mori* 
on  churches  long  strangers  to  it,  and  the  observance  of  days.  Th« 
International  Lesson  Committee,  that  up  to  this  year  has  given  an 
alternate  lesson  for  the  Christmas  season,  now  drops  it  and  the  optional 
Christmas  lesson  this  year  becomes  the  only  lesson  appointed,  break- 
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og  in  on  the  order  of  the  Studies  in  Jewish  History,  on  December 
I2d.  This  is  all  the  Westminster  Question  Book  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  North,  has  to  say  of  this:  "We  have  come  to  another 
Christmas  Sabbath,  and  therefore  pause  in  our  studies  in  Jewish  his- 
ory  while  we  go  over  once  more  the  wonderful  story  of  the  coming 
>f  the  Son  of  God  upon  the  earth,  clothed  in  human  flesh."  The  non- 
iturgical  churches  ought  to  break  in  on  this  arrangement.  The  truth 
is  to  Christmas  is  given  in  Romanism  Analysed,  on  pages  277  and 
178:  "  Q.  WhaJtisiis  most  probable  origin  t  A.  (in  part.)  The 
estiva  1  is  to  be  traced  partly  to  the  tendency  in  the  fourth  century  to 
nultiply  such  seasons,  and  by  introducing  a  festival  for  each  period 
n  Christ's  life,  to  complete  "  the  Christian  year,"  and  partly  to  the 
growing  tendency  in  the  church  to  conciliate  the  heathen  by  adopting 
their  religious  customs.  Q.  53.  Are  there  any  features  in  the  Christ- 
mas festival  thai  point  to  a  Pagan  origin  t  A.  There  are  several : 
the  name,  the  time  of  its  observance,  and  the  ceremonies  associated 
with  it" 

This  valuable  book  can  be  had  in  the  United  States,  and  ought  to 
have  a  large  circulation.  Orders  may  be  sent  to  the  Covenanter  Pub- 
lishing Co.,  37  Federal  street,  Allegheny,  Pa.  Price,  $1.25,  post 
paid.  m  W. 

The  call  for  instruction  on  the  subject  of  Psalmody  can  be  partially 
met  by  the  Testimony-Bearing  Committee.  Requests  for  the  tract  on 
u  Psalmody,"  by  Rev.  Dr.  Sommerville,  can  be  addressed  to  Rev.  W. 
J.  Coleman,  No.  84  Boyle  street,  Allegheny.  It  will  be  furnished 
free. 

Special  attention  is  asked  to  this  notice:  "All  letters  to  the  Mer- 
sine missionaries  to  be  enclosed  in  a  second  envelope,  addressed 
American  Consular  Agency,  Mersine,  Asia  Minor." 

At  the  late  communion  in  Suadia  there  was  an  accession  of  two. 
A  Christian  Endeavor  Society  was  organized  at  Mersine,  Syria,  in 
December,  1892.  It  is  still  flourishing.  Among  its  members  are 
Arabs,  Greeks,  Fellaheen,  Armenians,  and  Chaldee. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  have  returned  to  Antioch,  from  Ireland. 
Kev.  William  Nevin,  ordained  for  the  Foreign  Mission,  November 
21st,  was  to  accompany  them,  but  the  illness  of  his  wife  stopped  them 
on  the  way  before  sailing.  Rev.  R.  J.  Dodds  had  visited  Antioch 
aud  Idlib,  and  Suadia.     

The  commission  to  install  Rev.  S.  R.  Wallace  in  Brooklyn  congre- 
gation met  in  Brooklyn  church  on  Thursday  evening,  January  17, 
1895.  Rev.  R.  M.  Sommerville  preached  the  installation  sermon  from 
Bev.  3 :  8.  Rev.  James  Kennedy  gave  the  charge  to  the  congregation 
and  Rev.  F.  M.  Foster  to  the  pastor.  At  the  close,  the  congregation 
•and  assembled  friends  greeted  the  new  pastor  and  his  wife.     Brother 
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Wallace  is  to  be  congratulated  on  being  sent  of  God  to  this  promising 
field.  He  lias  a  tried  band  of  workers.  '  May  the  Lord  bless  Lis 
labors ! 

An  elder,  well  kuown  to  the  church,  writes  as  follows:  "  I  like 
what  was  said  in  the  last  number  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
and  Covenanter  under  the  head  of  *  Better  Methods/  The  re- 
marks might  be  applied  to  our  case.  One  or  two  days'  preaching  at  a 
time  does  us  little  good.  The  visiting  and  mingling  with  the  people 
help  wonderfully  in  carrying  forward  the  work/' 

One  of  our  ministers  who  has  travelled  all  over  the  church  as  a 
supply,  but  is  now  a  settled  pastor,  writes  on  the  same  subject:  "I 
most  heartily  agree  with  all  said.  Something  more  vigorous  and  effi* 
cient  must  be  done  or  many  of  our  weak  congregations  will  die." 


"  Do  YOU  know/7  asked  Robiuowitz,  one  day,  "  what  questioning 
and  controversies  the  Jews  have  kept  up  over  Zech.  12  :  10 — 'They 
shall  look  upon  Me — eth — whom  they  pierced/  They  will  not  admit 
that  it  is  Jehovah  whom  they  pierced.  Hence  the  dispute  about  the 
whom ;  but  do  you  notice,"  he  said  to  Dr.  Gordon,  "  that  this  word  is 
simply  the  first  and  last  letters  of  the  Hebrew  alphabet  Aleph  Tavt 
Do  you  wonder  then  that  I  was  filled  with  awe  and  astonishment  when 
I  opened  to  Rev.  1 :  7,  8,  and  read  these  words  of  Zachariah  now 
quoted  by  John:  'Behold  he  cometh  with  clouds,  and  every  eye  shall 
see  him,  and  they  also  that  pierced  him/  and  then  heard  the  glorified 
Lord  saying,  I  am  Alpha  and  Omega  ?'  Jesus  seemed  to  say  to 
me,  '  Do  you  doubt  who  it  is  whom  you  pierced  ?  I  am  the  Alepk 
Tav,  the  Alpha  Omega,  Jehovah  the  Almighty.' " 

"  Christian  history  presents  no  record  of  divine  power  more  thrill- 
ing than  that  of  the  great  revival  at  the  Hawaiian  Islands  from  1836 
to  1842.  When,  in  1870,  the  American  Board  withdrew  from  this 
field  they  left  behind  nearly  sixty  self-supporting  churches,  more  than 
two-thirds  having  a  native  pastorate  and  a  native  pastor,  and  a  mem- 
bership of  about  fifteen  thousand.  That  year  their  contributions 
reached  $31,000.  Thirty  per  cent,  of  their  ministers  are  missionaries 
on  other  islands.  That  same  year  Kanwealoha,  the  old  native  mis- 
sionary in  the  presence  of  a  vast  throng,  where  the  royal  family  and 
dignitaries  of  the  island  were  assembled,  held  up  the  word  of  God  in 
the  Hawaiian  tongue,  and  in  these  few  words  gave  the  most  compre- 
hensive tribute  to  the  fruits  of  gospel  labor:  'Not  with  powder 
and  ball,  and  swords  and  cannon,  but  with  this  living  word  of  God 
and  his  Spirit  do  we  go  forth  to  conquer  the  islands  for  Christ.' 


>ff 


Annual  Report  of  the  L.  M.  S.,  3d  Philadelphia  Congre- 
gation.— One  more  year  of  our  work  is  past;  one  of  our  oldest 
members  lias  gone  to  her  reward.  Our  meetings  have  been  well 
attended  and  more  interest  has  been  taken  in  them :  in  the  reading  of 
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nissionary  items  each  month  from  different  religious  papers.  Not- 
withstanding the  depression  of  the  times,  our  members  have  been 
aithful  in  their  contributions.  The  number  enrolled  at  the  beginning 
>f  the  year  was  48.  Decrease  by  death,  1 ;  decrease  by  request,  3 ; 
lew  members,  4 ;  leaving  48  members  still  enrolled  for  the  year  1895. 
Two  boxes  of  good  literature  were  sent  to  the  Selma  Mission.  The 
imount  of  money  in  the  treasury  was  $100.02,  from  which  the  follow- 
ng  disbursements  were  made :  Foreign  Mission,  $30.00 ;  Southern 
Mission,  $20.00;  Jewish  Mission,  Philadelphia,  $10.00;  Indian  Mis- 
sion, $12.50;  Chinese  Mission,  $12.50;  Domestic  Mission,  $12.50; 
leaving  a  balance  of  $2.52.  We  have  great  reason  to  be  thankful  to 
our  heavenly  Father  for  all  the  blessings  which  we,  as  a  society,  have 
received,  and  as  we  enter  upon  a  new  year  let  us  consecrate  ourselves 
anew  in  the  Master's  work.  Ruth  Mac.  Knight,  Secretary. 

The  following  is  from  Seattle:    Messrs.  Editors :  A  call  was  mod- 
erated here  by  Rev.  J.  M.  Armour,  which  resulted  in  the  election  of 
Bev.  P.  J.  McDonald,  the  meeting  being  held  the  first  of  the  year. 
We  still  have  the  same  hope  and  faith  that  a  good  Covenanter  congre- 
gation can  be  built  up  here.    We  had  an  accession  at  our  communion 
season  of  three  members,  two  by  profession,  and  since  then  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Morrow  and  son  from  Michigan  have  cast  in  their  lot  with  us; 
Mr.  Morrow  is  a  ruling  elder.     We  hope  to  have  a  presbytery  which 
will  compare  favorably  with  some  others,  if  not  in  numbers,  in  work  ; 
and  we  are  proud  of  the  paper  called  the  Covenanter  Record,  which 
has  lately  been  started   in   the  interest  of  Colorado  Pi esbytery  ;  and 
Seattle  congregation  has   been   doing  what  it  could  by  way  of  sub- 
scribers and  news  items.     One  of  our  members,  Mr.  Renwiek  Crozier, 
has  been  appointed  by  the  Board,  on  salary,  to  superintend  our  Chinese 
Mission,  which   is  very  encouraging,  and  shows  their  sympathy  and 
willingness  to  help  us.     Our  school  is  very  interesting,  and  the  Chi- 
nese are  all  improving.     We  hope  in  the  event  of  Synod  coming  to 
the  far  west  this  year,  that  it  will  bring  us  before  the  church  at  large, 
ami  until  we  are  out  of  debt  is  just  what  we  need. 

"  We  should  ponder  seriously  and  ask  thoughtfully  whether  there 
Wnot  room  for  a  vastly  larger  business  ambition  in  carrying  on  the 
work  of  missions.  And  if,  perchance,  we  see  those  who  really  rise  to 
the  height  of  this  great  argument,  let  us  not  count  them  fools  and 
fanatics.  A  scene  which  recently  occurred  at  a  missionary  meeting  of 
Dr.  Semplcs  in  New  York  has  been  reported  far  and  wide  and  with 
Dot  a  little  comment.  It  seems  that  at  the  gathering  the  people  be- 
came so  impressed  with  the  claims  of  missions  and  with  a  sense  of 
fteir  supreme  obligation  to  Christ  on  behalf  of  a  lost  world,  that  they 
hrought  not  only  their  money,  but  their  jewels  and  bracelets,  their 
Watches  and  their  rings  and  laid  them  on  the  altar  for  foreign  mis- 
sions. Some  conservative  Christians  have  spoken  against  this  action 
«s  decidedly  unbecoming,  as  nothing  less  than  an  outbreak  of  religious 
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hysteria,  from  which  they  pray  to  be  delivered ;  and  more  charitable 
critics  have  said  that  at  least  it  was  a  very  eccentric  procedure. 
Eccentric  to  what?  Such  as  become  truly  centred  in  Christ  are  likely 
to  be  found  out  of  centre  with  those  whose  orbit  is  the  world.  That 
was  an  eccentric  scene  recorded  in  the  nineteenth  chapter  of  Acts, 
where  many  that  believed  came  and  confessed  and  showed  their  deeds 
and  made  a  sacrifice  that  counted  up  *  to  fifty  thousand  pieces  of  silver/ 
but  the  issue  thereof  was  that '  mightily  grew  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
and  prevailed/  In  these  days  of  burdened  missionary  treasuries  the 
last  thing  we  need  to  fear  is  an  extravagant  ambition  in  doing  the 
Lord's  businec8,  which  is  our  business,  and  in  giving  the  Lord  wealth." 

Rev.  J.  A.  Speer,  formerly  one  of  our  ministers,  but  now  engaged 
in  missionating  among  the  Indians  under  the  direction  of  a  sister 
church,  sends  us  the  following  interesting  account  of  his  work: 
"  We  have  a  very  needy  and  difficult  field  to  cultivate.  From  what 
I  read  we  have  met  with  much  the  same  kind  of  work,  including 
superstitions  and  bigoted  attachment  to  traditional  forms  of  social  and 
religious  life,  as  do  missionaries  in  the  interior  of  China.  Our 
Indians  here  hate  and  despise  the  Chinaman,  and  yet  it  is  remarkable 
the  close  resemblance  between  them,  particularly  in  their  home  life 
and  strict  adherence  to  established  customs,  no  matter  how  childish 
or  unreasonable.  These  Indians  are  possibly  not  so  industrious  as  is 
the  average  Chinaman  we  meet  in  this  country,  and  yet  their  desire 
for  "  filthy  lucre  "  is  nothing  behind  that  of  the  much-hated  China- 
man. An  Indian  brings  his  child  to  the  government  school  and 
thinks  he  has  done  Washington  a  great  favor.  He  comes  to  church 
largely  with  the  same  feeling  and  is  ready  to  receive  pay  for  both. 
Indeed,  he  wants  to  be  paid  for  everything.  The  policy  of  the 
government  is  very  largely  to  blame  for  this  condition  of  affaire.  At 
first  the  army  was  employed  to  civilize  the  Indian,  but  finding  this  a 
failure  and  much  worse,  the  government  then  tries  coaxing  as  one 
will  try  to  entice  a  dog  with  a  bait  or  hire  a  child  to  perform  its  duty. 
It  has  spoiled  the  Indian  as  it  spoils  almost  everything  else.  The 
Indian  can  no  more  be  civilized  by  appealing  to  his  natural  propensi- 
ties than  the  soul  can  be  regenerated  by  something  already  within 
itself.  A  new  life  force  must  be  infused  in  order  that  old  things  may 
pass  away  and  all  things  become  new,  and  this  Christianity  must  fur- 
nish if  it  is  ever  obtained.  Christianity  is  the  only  civilizing,  as  it  w 
the  only  reforming  force  in  the  world." 

The  Massacres  of  Armenians. — Armenia  and  Armenians  are 
not  geographically  synchronous.  Armenia,  strictly  speaking, there lis 
none  at  present.  At  least  the  Turkish  government  does  not  recognize 
any  Armenia,  but  it  is  likely  to  find  in  a  new  sense  that  it  has  to  rec- 
ognize Armenians,  or  what  the  Kurds  have  left  of  them.  When  there 
was  an  Armenia,  Lake  Van  was  always  in  it,  and  was  most  of  the 
time  its  centre,  the  circumference  being  anywhere  from  the  Caspian 
Son   to  the  Euphrates  RWer.     Axm*\\\WD&  *x*  found  mostly  in  the 
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;reat  natural  fort  of  the  world,  between  the  Black,  the  Mediterranean 
,nd  the  Caspian  seas,  remote,  inaccessible,  isolated.  But  where  are 
Armenians  not?  Two-thirds  of  the  race  are  in  Turkey,  and  they  are 
n  Russia,  Persia,  India,  China,  Africa,  Europe,  and  the  two  Americas. 
Fliey  preserve  their  national  individuality  almost  equal  to  Jews.  Since 
bout  a.  D.  300  their  religious  life  has  been  linked  with  their  national 
>r  race  church — the  Armenian  or  Gregorian  Church.  They  were  from 
he  first  recognized  as  a  branch  of  the  Christian  church.  Since  mis- 
ions  have  been  established  among  them  there  has  been  a  gradual  re- 
ection  of  erroneous  doctrines  which  adhered  to  them.  The  American 
3oard  has  three  miasions  among  them,  comprising  281  stations  and 
mt-stations,  944  American  and  native  laborers,  112  churches,  with  a 
membership  of  11,481,  264  Sabbath  Schools,  with  46,864  adherents, 
and  a  number  of  colleges  and  theological,  high,  and  boarding  schools, 
with  a  total  of  19,886  persons  under  instruction.  In  the  Sa^soun  re- 
gion, south  of  the  Moush  plain,  there  are,  or  recently  were,  many 
villages  inhabited  by  Armenians.  These  people  were  systematically 
robbed  of  their  flocks  by  Koords,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  the  summer 
the  Armenians  pursued  the  robbers  in  the  endeavor  to  recover  their 
property.  In  the  fight  which  ensued  a  dozen  of  these  Koords  were 
killed,  among  whom  were  some  enrolled  as  Turkish  soldiers. — The 
Missionary  Review. 

Our  brethren  in  the  Indian  Mission  have  been  experiencing  severe 
weather.     The  work  still  goes  on  without  interruption  in  the  school. 

Services  are  held  in  the  Chinese  school  in  Seattle  four  evenings  in 
the  week.  Mr.  Crozier,  the  superintendent,  spends  much  of  his  spare 
time  in  visiting  the  scholars  in  their  homes.  The  school  is  quite 
prosperous. 

The  entire  cost  of  the  Teachers'  Home  in  Selma  was  $758.62,  all 
hat  $26.11  of  which  have  been  raised.  Repairs  have  been  made  on 
the  Valley  Creek  building.  The  number  of  pupils  enrolled  there  is 
28.  Our  Southern  Mission  is  fully  justifying  the  expectations  of  its 
frieuds. 

The  hall  in  which  our  mission  among  the  Chinese  in  California  is 
conducted  has  lately  been  renovated,  ami  now  presents  an  attractive 
appearance.  During  the  Chinese  New  Years,  the  five  schools  in 
Oakland  united  in  its  observance.  The  first  meeting  was  held  in  the 
hall  occupied  by  ours.     About  fifty  were  in  attendance. 

Mr.  J.  B.  McIsaac  has  resigned  as  permanent  supply  at  McKees- 
port.  The  congregation,  although  small,  has  been  able  thus  far  to 
meet  all  its  financial  obligations.  The  relation  between  Mr,  McIsaac 
*nd  the  congregation  was  very  cordial.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  soon 
another  stated  supply  may  take  charge  of  this  important  fte\&. 
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Wahoo  congregation  has  had  an  accession  of  two.  The  pastor, 
Mr.  E.  McBurney,  conducts  a  class  in  the  Confession  of  Faith  on 
Monday  evening,  which  is  well  attended.  On  account  of  the  cold 
weather,  the  Mission  Sabbath  School,  four  miles  distant,  has  been 
temporarily  discontinued.     The  thermometer  fell  as  low  as  26  degrees 

below  zero. 

1 

The  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  was  dispensed  in  Kansas  City 
congregation  by  Rev.  S.  A.  Edgar,  assisted  by  Mr.  Buck.  Forty-two 
communed.  The  congregation  has  of  late  been  depending  on  supplies. 
Mr.  A.  J.  McFarland  has  been  appointed  permanent  supply,  to 
enter  on  his  work  immediately  after  licensure  and  to  remain  during 
seminary  vacation. 
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Bible    Lessons. 

FIRST    QUARTER,    1895. 

LESSON    IX.— Ularch  3. 

THE  RAISING  OF  LAZABUS.-John  11 :  30-45. 

Golden  text  :    lam  the  resurrection  and  the  life. — John  11 :  25. 

Three  times  our  Lord  restored  the  dead  to  life — once  (Luke  8 !  41-66)  jwj 
after  death  ;  once  (Luke  7  :  11-17)  when  the  body  was  on  the  way  to  burial; aw 
once  as  here  recorded,  some  time  after  burial.  Little  permanent  impression  to 
any  of  the  cases  was  made  on  the  minds  of  the  people  who  witnessed  what  wtf 
done,  so  far  as  we  know.  Some  believed  but  more  were  hardened,  Luke  16: 
31.  Jesus  always  acted  for  a  purpose  and  according  to  the  divine  plan- 

This  explains  why  he  did  not  hasten  to  the  homo  of  the  loved  family  as  soon  u 
the  news  of  the  illness  of  the  brother  was  received.  This  explains  why  it  is  to 
his  providential  government  so  often  our  plans  are  frustrated.  Mary  and 

Martha  as  well  as  Lazarus  were  enabled  afterwards  to  see  that  Jesus'  way  was 
the  best.  Ofttimes  here  God's  people  can  see  how  the  things  they  most  dreaded 
and  which  occasioned  greatest  pain  in  the  end  were  greatly  to  their  advantage. 
What  we  cannot  understand  now  will  after  while  be  made  very  plain.  Jonn, 

who  dwells  much  on  our  Lord's  divinity,  presents  him  to  us  also  as  most  in* 
tensely  human.  He  had  some  friends  whom  he  loved  more  than  others.  One  of 
the  disciples,  John,  came  closer  to  him  than  the  others.  Human  suffering  occa- 
sioned him  real  sorrow.  The  tears  he  shed  at  the  grave  of  Lazarus  were  the 
manifestation  of  the  same  tenderness  that  makes  friends  weep  to-day.  Heia 
indeed  a  "sympathizing  High  Priest. "  The  comfort  Jesus  gives  diffitf* 

from  that  of  all  others.  It  is  effective.  lie  make  precious  promises  andeferj 
one  of  them  he  keeps.  Why  fear  death  ourselves,  or  be  filled  with  sadness  when 
he  takes  to  himself  those  we  love,  when  we  hear  him  speak  to  us  in  such  tender 
words  as  are  contained  in  John  14th  chapter.  We  can  easily  puzzle  ouneWei 

with  questions  about  the  resurrection  of  the  body.  Why  do  so  1  Of  the  fact  we 
are  assured.  That  is  enough.  Paul's  woids  are  very  suggestive,  I.  Cor.  15- 
Jesus  was  pre-eminently  a  man  of  prayer.  He  dwelt  in  an  atmosphere  oj 
prayer.  Ere  he  made  this  display  of  divine  power  he  "lilted  up  eyes  "and 
prayed.  To  the  extent  we  in  this  respect  follow  his  example,  may  we  expert 
to  be  imbued  with  his  Spirit. 

Psalms  16 :  8-15  ;  115  :  12  18  ;  23. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  33.     What  is  justification  t 

Ans.  Justification  is  an  act  of  God's  free  grace,  wherein  he  pardoneth  all  oar 
sins,  and  accepteth  us  as  righteous  in  his  sight,  only  for  the  righteousness  of 
Christ  imputed  to  us,  and  received  by  faith  alone. 
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LESSON  X.— inarch  10. 

THE  RICH  YOUNG  BULEB.-Mark  10 :  17-27. 

Golden  Text  :  Seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of  Ood.— Matthew  6 :  83. 
Of  this  young  man  all  that  we  kuow  is  that  he  was  young,  had  a  lovable  disposi- 
on,  appreciated  Jesus  as  a  teacher,  occupied  a  position  of  responsibility,  under- 
ood  and  practiced  the  requirements  of  the  law,  and  was  rich.  Evidently  he 
ad  a  wrong  idea  of  the  way  eternal  life  is  to  be  obtained  ;  do,  (i.  e.)  an  act  of 
indness  or  sacrifice.  He  did  not  know  that  Christ  was  God,  and  hence  the 
lestion  and  the  statement,  V.  18.  In  all  reference  to  it  by  the  Saviour,  it  is 
tken  for  granted  that  there  is  nothing  about  the  decalogue  local  or  temporary, 
fo  doubt  the  young  man  was  honest  in  his  reply,  V.  20.  External  obedience  is 
ot  everything.  The  mere  formalist  is  very  far  from  the  kingdom  of  heaven, 
'his  young  man  was  sincere  though  mistaken  in  his  views  and  efforts.  The 

Imposition  that  prepares  for  the  reception  of  the  Saviour  is  that  of  com- 
itate surrender.  That  which  is  of  greatest  value  must  be  given  up  if  necessary, 
kfore  we  can  be  filled  with  the  Spirit  we  must  be  emptied  of  self.  These  utter- 
ances of  the  Saviour  with  regard  to  riches  should  be  carefully  studied.  As  a 
rule  the  fortunes  that  are  gained  these  days  are  dishonestly  made.  The  money 
thus  obtained  keeps  closed  the  entrance  to  heaven,  but  opens  wide  the  door 
through  which  come  temptations  to  forgetfulness  of  God,  and  the  doing  of  those 
things  which  are  displeasing  in  his  sight.  Not  many  can  preserve  their  Chris- 
tian integrity  even  when  riches  are  honestly  obtained.  The  church  never  can 
be  rich  and  preserve  her  spirituality.  She  is  in  greatest  danger  when  she  be- 
Domes  "  increased  in  goods/1  They  are  not  her  real  friends  who  endow  her 
with  earthly  treasures.  As  long  as  we,  in  humble  dependence,  look  to  God 

for  strength,  then  and  only  then  are  we  safe.    With  God  all  things  are  possible. 
Psalms  51 :  17-19 ;  49  :  16-20 ;  61 :  6-8. 

shorter  catechism. 
Qrus.  84.     What  is  adoption  t 

Ans.    Adoption  is  an  act  of  God's  tree  grace,  whereby  we  are  received  into 
the  number,  and  have  a  right  to  all  the  privileges  of  the  sons  of  God. 


JLESSON  XI.— march  17. 

ZACCHEU3  THE  PUBLICAN  .-Luke  19  :  1-10. 

Golden  Text  :  The  Son  of  Man  is  come  to  seek  and  to  save  that  which  was 
bit— Luke  19  :  10. 

The  publican  wag  tax-gatherer,  usually  an  oppressor,  and  so  looked  upon  by 
the  Jews  as  a  disreputable  person.  Likely  Zaccheus  was  a  Jew,  and  so  would 
be  especially  in  disrepute.  He  was  a  sub-contractor  and  so  had  exceptional  op- 
portunities to  become  "rich."  Something  had  touched  his  heart.  His  confes- 
sion (V.  8)  showed  that  he  was  trying  to  live  a  new  life.  More  than  mere 
curiosity  drew  him  to  Jesus.  How  little  we  know  of  what  is  going  on  in  the 
hearts  of  those  about  us  !  Many  a  person  feels  very  uncomfortable  in  his  sinful 
ooone  and  needs  only  a  kind  word  to  be  led  to  reformation.  Zaccheus  was 

one  of  the  "  lost,"  to  whom  Jesus  came  to  briug  salvation.  He  calls  now,  uot  with 
in  audible  voice,  but  by  his  word  and  Spirit,  Kev.  3 :  20.  Even  to-day  there 

tie  those  who  would  make  us  believe  that  to  "sinners  "  we  must  not  offer  the 
gospel.    They  "murmur"  when  this  is  done.  A  good  evidence  of  earnest- 

ness in  efforts  to  obtain  eternal  life  is  the  manifestation  of  a  willingness  to  break 
off  from  evil  doing  and  to  make  restitution,  and  do  good,  especially  helping  the 
needy.     This  is  also  a  good  evidence  of  conversion.  Turning  Irom  sin  is  not 

•0.  there  must  be  also  turning  unto  God.  Salvation  is  through  Christ  alone. 

"He  that  believeth  not  on  the  Son  shall  not  see  life  "  We  must  welcome 
Christ.  There  is  a  two-fold  seeking  when  a  soul  is  saved.     The  sinner 

leeks  the  Saviour,  and  the  Saviour  seeks  the  sinner. 

Psalms  34 :  8-10  ;  85  :  8-13  ;  91 :  14-16. 

shorter  catechism. 

Que*.  35.     What  is  sanctification  t 

ins.  Sanctification  is  the  work  of  God's  free  grace,  whereby  we  are  renewed 
in  the  whole  man,  after  the  image  of  God,  and  are  enabled  more  and  more  to 
die  unto  sin,  and  live  unto  righteousness. 
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LESSON   XII.— March  24. 
PURITY  OF  LIFE.-Bomans  13 :  8-14. 

Golden  Text  :    Abstain  from  all  appearance  of  evil, 

"Owe  no  man  anything,"  ought  to  be  remembered.  Dishonesty  is  a  very 
common  fault.  Debts  are  contracted  and  no  effort  is  made  to  pay  them.  The 
law  is  availed  of  to  get  rid  of  obligations.  So  common  is  this  that  it  attracts 
but  little  notice.  It  is,  however,  opposed  to  the  spirit  of  Christianity.  Tbe 
really  good  man  will  be  an  honest  man.  "  He  sweareth  to  his  own  hart,  and 
changeth  not.''  Love  moved  God  to  send  his  Son  into  the  world  ;  it  moved 

the  Son  to  come  into  the  world.  Love  to  God  will  incite  to  keep  every  precept  of 
his  law.  Love  to  our  fellow  man  will  incite  to  seek  for  his  good.  There  is  do 
discharging  all  the  obligations  of  love.  Here  we  are  always  iu  debt.  We  mint 
love  others  as  ourselves.  We  will  not  intentionally  injure  ourselves,  and  so  love 
requires  that  we  guard  against  injuring  others,  nay  that  we  also  strive  to  do 
them  good.  The  application  of  this  to  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors,  etc,  etc, 
is  very  plain.  The  time  is  gone  by  when  any  one  can  ever  detend  the  use  of 
intoxicating  liquros,  etc,  as  a  beverage  and  be  regarded  as  free  from  blame. 

The  sleeper  during  services  generally  gets  but  little  good  of  the  service. 
The  sleeper  in  the  church  is  the  man  or  woman  that  is  unconscious  of  his  or 
her  opportunities,  closes  the  eyes  to  them.  That  is  not  the  right  state  for  a  child 
of  God  to  be  in.  The  longer  we  live  the  less  time  is  at  our  disposal  to  sen* 
God,  and  so  the  more  caretul  we  should  be  to  spend  it  wisely.  The  day  is 
which  we  live  affords  better  opportunities  for  accomplishing  good  than  any  that 
has  ever  preceded  it.  This  an  age  of  light.  The  duty  to  properly  equip  oar- 
selves  is  plain,  Ephes.  6  :  13.  No  man  can  put  on  Christ  who  does  not  e* 
deavor  to  live  an  open,  honest  life.  Conduct  such  as  is  referred  to  in  V.  II 
characterizes  only  thoBe  who  live  in  and  love  sin.  How  unseemly  for  one  en- 
dowed with  an  immortal  soul  to  spend  his  strength  in  fulfilling  the  lusts  of  the 
flesh.     He  acts  like  a  brute. 

Psalms  15  ;  26  :  9-12  ;  73  :  25-28. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  36.  What  are  the  benefits  which  in  this  life  do  accompany  or  flov  Jrm 
justification,  adoption^  und  sanctification  t 

Ans.  The  benefits  which  in  this  life  do  accompany  or  flow  from  justification, 
adoption,  and  sanctiiicatiou,  are  assurance  of  God's  love,  peace  of  conscience, 
joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  increase  of  grace,  and  perseverance  therein  to  the  eud. 


LLSSON    XIII.— March   31, 

REVIEW. 
Golden  Text  :     Take  my  yoke  upon  you,  and  learn  of  me. — Matthew  11:8* 
Repeat  the  Golden  Texts.     State  the  subjects  of  the  lessons.    How  much  of 
the  life  of  Christ  is  included  in  this  quarter?      Who  was  Christ's  forerunner? 
What  do  we  know  of  him  ?     What  disciples  are  mentioned,  and  what  is  recorded 
of  each  ?     What  miracles  were  performed,  and  what  did  each  illustrate?    Watt 
incidents  are  recorded,  and  what  may  we  learn  from  them  ?     What  is  necessary 
to  salvation,  and  how  docs  it  happen  that  often  those  who  have  best  opportuni- 
ties to  become  acquainted  with  it  fail  to  accept  it  ? 
Psalms  40:  6-9 ;  145  ;  8-12  ;  110  : 1-3. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  37.     What  benefits  do  believers  receive  from  Christ  at  death  f 

Ans.    The  souls  of  believers  are  at  their  death  made  perfect  in  holiness,  iw 

do  immediately  pass  into  glory  ;  and  their  bodies,  being  still  uuited  to  Cbrtf*» 

do  rest  in  their  graves  till  the  resurrection. 


Marriages, 


Bv  Rev.  Geo.  A.  Edgar,  January  23,  1895,  at  the  home  of  the  bride's  mother, 
Olathe,  Kansas,  J.  R.  Carson,  of  Eskridge,  Kansas,  and  Miss  Mart  A.  RltDi 
of  Olathe. 


'•J 
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BITUARIES. 


E  Ij.  M.  S  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  church  of  Rochester,  N.  YM  passed 
itions  on  the  death  of  Miss  Rachel  Boyd,  in  which  they  express  their 
>reciation  of  her  Christian  character,  her  readiness  to  promote  the  interests 
is  society  the  W.  C.  T.  IL,  and  every  other  good  work  in  the  congregation,*' 
extend  their  '• heartfelt  sympathy  to  her  sister  and  nieces,  who  will  more 
any  one  else  miss  her  companionship."  The  committee  was  Belle  Dick  and 
ha  D.  Toaz. 

yde  E.  Jameson,  the  only  son  of  Andrew  D.  and  Mary  E.  Jameson,  died 
teir  home  near  Ontario,  Ohio,  December  18,  i8''4,  at  the  age  of  22  years, 
deceased  was  a  member,  with  his  parents,  of  the  Mansfield  congregation, 
igh  the  lingering  disease,  consumption,  had  marked  him  for  the  grave,  yet 
ieath  came  suddenly  at  the  last.  He  expressed  a  willingness  to  submit  to 
s  will,  and  left  his  sorrowing  parents  and  friends  the  comforting  hope  that 
loss  is  his  great  gain.  R.  J.  Gault. 

'  midnight,  April  16th,  there  passed  from  this  life  the  spirit  of  an  old,  well 
rn  and  honored  citizen,  John  Lloyd  McFetridqe.  After  an  illness  of  two 
ls,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  88  yenrs,  calmly  and  peacefully  as  a  child  goini*  to 
>,  he  fell   into  the  dream1  ess  slumber  from  which  there  will  be  no  waking 

eternity's  morning.  The  deceased  was  a  sou  of  James  and  Elizabeth  McFet- 
3,  and  was  born  in  Greencastle,  Pa.,  October  14,  1806.  At  an  early  age  he 
?d  with  his  parents  to  Steubenville  Ohio,  and  subsequently  to  Bloomfield, 
>.  On  the  14th  of  April,  1888,  he  was  united  in  mairiage  to  Jane  McNiece, 
opsham.  Vt.  His  wife  died  July  21,  1850.  On  the  26th  of  February,  1852. 
as  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  M.  Mitchell,  having  in  the  meantime  removed 
lis  city.  She  and  their  two  daughters  survive  him.  In  religious  belief  he 
a  Reformed  Presbyterian,  and  nhile  yielding  to  all  evangel  ca)  denomina- 
}  the  love  and  respect  due  to  them,  never  for  a  moment  did  l.e  doubt  any  of 
distinctive  principles  proclaimed  by  the  church  of  his  choice,  but  from  the 

he  entered  into  its  membership  to  the  day  of  his  death  he  gave  to  it  the 
[  devotion  of  his  heart  and  life. — Madison  Courier. 

us.  Mary  Beattie  Emery  depaited  this  life  at  her  home  in  New  Coucord, 
•,  November  26,  1894.  She  was  born  in  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  May  8, 
.  She  was  married  to  Wm.  Emery,  August  14,  1841,  and  with  her  husband 
5  to  this  country  the  same  year.  After  living. in  Zanesville,  Ohio,  till  seven 
i  ago,  they  moved  to  New  Concord.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Emery  united  with 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  shortly  alter  coming  to  America,  the  former 
i  the  Seceder  and  the  latter  from  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Ireland.  She 
b  a  public  profession  of  her  faith  when  she  was  twelve  years  old.  To  Mr. 
Mrs.  Emery  were  born  ten  children,  of  whom  eight  are  still  living,  all  having 
lies  of  their  own.  Her  husband,  who  survives,  is  91  years  of  age.  She  also 
is  two  brothers  and  one  sister.     Many  times  during  her  last  years  she  had 

sorely  afflicted,  but  she  endured  her  affliction  with  much  patience.  Her 
8'cknesa,  which  terminated  in  congestion  of  the  lungs,  lasted  only  five  days, 
ar  as  able  she  was  a  regular  attendant,  on  divine  ordinances,  being  at  church 
last  Sabbath  but  one  previous  to  her  decease.  She  spared  her  strength  for 
nouse  of  God  ;  she  would  go  there  when  she  felt  she  was  not  able  to  go  any- 
re  else.  She  was  a  faithful  wife,  a  tender  mother,  and  a  good  member  of 
jhurcli,  and  was  always  a  warm  friend  to  her  pastor,  who  ever  he  was.  We 
jve  that  to  her  to  die  was  gain.  May  the  Master  accompany  her  aged  corn- 
on  till  his  life's  journey  is  ended  and  he  is  prepared  for  the  heavenly  home. 

may  the  children  and  the  children's  children  profit  by  the  life  that  is  now 
id.  J.  M.  F. 

lder  Wm.  W.  Glass  was  born  iu  Lisbon,  N.  Y.,  February  15,  1824.  He 
ed  with  the  church  in  his  nineteenth  year,  and  never  missed  a  communion 
on  in  fifty-two  years.  Elected  a  deacon  in  1857  and  an  elder  in  1884,  he  was 
ful,  gentle  and  wise  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  these  offices.    He 
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took  a  lively  interest  in  the  work  of  the  church,  being  present  at  the  Synods  o 
Morning  Sun,  and  Pittsburgh  in  1891.  He  was  kind,  genial  and  social,  a  lover  o 
good  men.  His  disposition  tended  to  success  in  his  work :  prospered  himself,  h< 
was  ready  to  aid  both  persons  and  good  causes.  His  example  was  his  chief  powei 
of  influence,  and  it  was  that  of  cheerful  and  quiet  steadfastness  in  the  perform 
ance  of  the  duties  of  religion,  both  in  his  attendance  upon  social  and  public  wor 
ship  and  his  very  liberal  support  of  the  gospel  at  home  and  abroad.  He  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  McFadden,  and  in  his  last  sore  illness  lie  wm 
cheered  and  ministered  unto  by  his  loving  wife  and  their  two  adopted  daugbtett 
His  death  occurred  August  4,  1894,  and  he  was  present  at  the  communion  July 
1,  1894.  Yet  his  disease  was  cancer  in  the  liver,  so  that  with  his  seventy  yean 
and  his  great  sufferings,  he  was  resolute  in  taking  an  active  part  in  the  work  of 
the  kingdom  of  God  to  the  end  of  his  life.  With  his  firm  conviction  that  religion 
and  morals  could  be  best  promoted  by  refusing  to  incorporate  with  governmenti 
♦hat  neglected  to  own  Christ,  he  constantly  attested  his  belief  by  bis  practice 
Hopefully  and  impressively  and  joyfully  he  often  spoke  of  his  journey  to  a  better 
country.  The  one  sentiment  of  all  who  knew  him  was  and  is,  '*  It  is  well  with 
him,"  and  be  is  greatly  missed  by  many.  W.  McF. 

Emma  A.  Michel  died  at  our  home,  Sabbath  morning,  October  15, 1898.  Ska 
was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Denver  congregation,  when  she  wai 
chosen  deacon,  which  office*  she  filled  with  ability  until  the  time  of  her  death. 
Her  life  was  more  than  an  ordinary  one.  In  her  earlier  youth  she  was  a  great 
lover  of  worldly  pleasures.  Having  intense  energy,  she  threw  all  the  powers  of 
her  being  into  whatever  she  undertook.  This  rendf  red  her  highly  efficient  far 
business  and  made  her  very  many  friends  in  society.  She  was  converted  ftftj 
Christ  under  the  ministry  of  Rev.  J.  M.  Foster,  in  Cincinnati,  and  professed haf 
faith  in  Christ,  uniting  with  that  congregation,  October  25,  1878.  Sheatooct 
gave  all  the  energy  of  her  being  to  the  service  of  Christ.  She  always  let  haf 
light  Bhine,  and  by  her  knowledge  and  ready  utterances  was  an  able  defend*! 
and  promoter  of  the  principles  of  the  Covenanter  Church.  She  could  not  unda* 
stand  how  young  people,  who  had  been  trained  from  infancy  to  serve  ChriaV 
could  have  any  pleasure  in  the  theatre,  the  dance,  or  the  card-table.  Sheseemai; 
to  have  attained  to  what  Wendell  Phillips  prayed  for  :  "That  when  anything, 
was  wrong  it  might  have  no  power  of  temptation  over  him,  and  when  anything 
was  right  it  would  require  no  courage  to  do  it."  Her  versatile  mind,  keen  per*'] 
ception  and  retentive  memory  enabled  her  to  gather  a  great  storehouse  of  knowl* 
edge  from  men  and  books  and  to  discuss  with  ability  almost  any  question.  8bt 
took  great  interest,  in  all  departments  of  the  church's  work  and  rendered  valt* 
able  service  in  securing  money  for  our  church-building.  She  had  learned  to  ha 
implicit  fai  h  in  God.  A  few  days  before  she  died  she  said  to  me  that  "she 
ized  a  presence  with  her  by  'day  and  by  nisrht '  My  idea  of  heaven,'1  she 
"is  that  I  will  be  with  Christ,  and  my  hope  is  in  his  words,  '  If  I  go  and  r~ * 
pare  a  place  for  yon  I  will  come  again  and  receive  you  unto  myself,  that  where  I 
am  there  ye  nuiy  bo  also.'  "  Her  last  day  on  earth  was  one  of  great  pain,  baf 
she  testified  that  it  was  the  happiest  one  of  her  life.  She  passed  away  on  tht, 
morning  of  our  communion  Sabbath.  Although  unable  to  attend  church  faf 
some  weeks,  she  was  present  the  day  of  preparation,  saying  she  felt  on  such  ai 
occasion  she  ought  to  attend,  and  said  she  was  not  exhausted  by  the  exerciai*. 
It  was  preparation  for  fellowship  among  the  redeemed  in  glory.  How  we  mid 
her  words  of  cheer  and  of  courage.  How  blessed  the  thought  that  what  we  caff 
death  only  frees  the  soul  and  fits  it  for  a  higher  life.  Her  confidence  in  her  Lore! 
is  fittingly  expressed  in  the  following  lines  of  Whittier,  which  we  found  in  haf 
own  handwriting : 

"  And  so  beside  the  silent  sea 
I  wait  with  muffled  oar, 
No  harm  from  Him  can  come  to  me 
On  ocean  or  on  shore. 

I  know  not  where  His  islands  lift 

Their  fronded  palms  in  air, 
I  only  know  1  cannot  drift 

Beyond  His  love  and  care.,,  J.  M.  Wtlul 
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-Editorial. 

THE    LATE    CONVENTION    IN    CENTRAL    ALLEGHENY 

CHURCH. 


The  convention  that  was  held  in  the  Central  Allegheny  church  on 
be  22d  and  23d  of  February  was  called  by  the  Geneva  Young 
People's  Society  of  Christian  Endeavor.  "  Pastors,  elders,  members  and 
?\  P.  S.  C.  E.  Societies  of  Pittsburgh  Presbytery  "  'vere  invited  to 
tttend.  It  was  at  first  proposed  to  hold  the  convention  at  College 
Sill,  but,  after  consultation,  Central  Allegheny  church  was  selected. 
Phis  was  done  in  order  to  prevent  any  misunderstanding  as  to  the 
•bject  for  which  it  was  called  and  an  occasion  for  the  introduction  of 
toy  thing  during  the  discussions  which  might  prove  irritating  or 
inrtful. 

The  audiences  were  larger  than  expected  ;  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
■Bven  enrolled  themselves  as  members.    Of  these  six  were  from  Alle- 
gheny congregation,  five  from  Beaver  Falls,  three  from  Brookland 
jod  Manchester,  twenty-six  from  Central  Allegheny,  fourteen  from 
leva,  ten  from  East  End,  ten  from  New  Castle,  four  from  New 
lilee,  one   from   Parnassus,  nineteen    from   Pittsburgh,  six  from 
faion,  twenty-two    from   Wilkinsburg,  one  from   Walton,  N.  Y.7 
ren  from  the  Theological  Seminary,  and  three  not  known.     Six 
iristian  Endeavor  Societies  were  represented. 
The  proceedings  were  very  informal.     The  secretary  was  the  only 
lanent  officer.     Fullest  freedom  was  allowed  for  the  expression 
opinion.     In  no  case  was  this  freedom  abused.     The  fear  in  the 
Is  of  a  few  that  some  ulterior  object  was  to  be  accomplished, 
>ved  groundless.     Nothing  of  the  kind  was  attempted  ;  nothing  of 
kind  would  have  been  for  a  moment  tolerated.      The  convention 
good.     It  may  be  made  an  occasion  for  harm  ;  nothing  else  is  to 
expected  in  the  present  condition  of  the  church.     The  convention, 
>wever,  is  not  responsible  for  the  harm  thus  done. 
That  the  Christian  Endeavor  Societies  are  helpful  to  those  congre- 
Igations  that  have  them,  was  the  universal  testimonv,  helpful  to  \3cus 
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members  themselves,  to  the  congregation  and  to  the  church  at  large. 
Again  and  again  was  the  fact  emphasized  during  the  discussions  that 
the  only  obligation  a  member  of  the  Christian  Endeavor  Society  is 
under  is  that  of  the  individual  pledge.  Neither  county,  State  nor 
national  convention  has  any  authority  to  require  obedience  to  any 
resolutions  they  may  pass.  These  are  only  mass  meetings.  All  ait 
invited.  Attendance  or  non-attendance  at  them  does  not  in  any  way 
affect  the  standing  of  the  local  society.  At  the  same  time  it  was  just 
as  emphatically  urged  that  no  society  can  afford  to  be  unrepresented 
at  the  great  annual  gatherings.  Only  by  having  delegates  present 
can  they  become  acquainted  with  the  grandeur  of  the  movement, 
understand  its  spirit  and  partake  of  its  enthusiasm. 

The  pledge  is  as  follows :  "  Trusting  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  for 
strength,  I  promise  him  that  I  will  strive  to  do  whatever  he  woaU 
like  to  have  me  to  do ;  that  I  will  make  it  the  rule  of  my  life  to  pray 
and  read  the  Bible  every  day,  and  to  support  my  own  church  in 
«very  way,  especially  by  attending  all  her  regular  Sabbath  and  mid- 
week services  unless  prevented  by  some  reason  which  I  can  con- 
scientiously give  to  my  Saviour  ;  and  that  just  so  far  as  I  know  hot 
throughout  my  whole  life  I  will  endeavor  to  live  a  Christian  life. 
As  an  active  member,  I  promise  to  be  true  to  all  my  duties,  to  In 
present  at  and  to  take  some  part  aside  from  singing,  in  every  Cbri* 
tian  Endeavor  prayer-meeting,  unless  hindered  by  some  reason  which^ 
I  can  conscientiously  give  to  ray  Lord  and  Master.  If  obliged  to  hi 
absent  from  the  monthly  consecration  meeting  of  the  society,  I  wiD 
if  possible  send  at  least  a  verse  of  Scripture  to  be  read  in  response  to) 
my  name  at  roll  call." 

Any  one  who  tikes  that  pledge  intelligently  and  honestly  and  en- 
deavors to  live  up  to  its  requirements,  cannot  but  be  loyal  tothl 
principles  and  practices  of  his  own  church,  and  earnest  and  active 0 
ilis  efforts  to  promote  the  welfare  of  his  own  congregation. 

The  service  of  praise  as  usually  conducted  in  the  larger  assemble 
occasioned  considerable  discussion.  There  was  no  attempt  either 
ignore  it  or  belittle  its  importance.  All  felt  that  in  great  gather! 
where  there  is  much  enthusiasm,  and  where  uninspired  songs  H* 
used,  there  is  a  temptation  to  unite  in  the  service.  The  question  wtf 
discussed  not  with  reference  to  the  Christian  Endeavor  Society  alonOi 
but  with  reference  to  co-opsration  in  Christian  work  in  genertL 
This  is  the  only  plane  upon  which  the  discussion  should  be  conducted- 
The  question  is  now,  what  should  be  our  attitude  with  reference  tf 
associations  organized  for  the  accomplishing  of  important  work  to 
which  we  are  deeply  interested,  and  yet  in  the  devotional  exercises 01 
which  uninspired  hymns  are  usually  sung?  Should  we  co-opertti 
in  such  circumstances,  taking  no  part  in  the  devotional  exercises,  or 
should  we  refuse  unless  either  there  is  no  service  of  song  or  Psalm 
alone  are  used  in  it?  The  question,  though  not  new,  is  confessedly! 
difficult  one  to  answer  satisfactorily,  and  the  more  difficult  at  Un 
present  time  because  of  the  increased  activity  in  all  departments  o) 
reform  work. 
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For  instance,  in  the  Pennsylvania  Woman's  Christian  Temperance 
Union  ecu  vent  ion  held  in  Philadelphia  last  fall,  a  number  of  mem- 
bers of  our  church  were  present  as  delegates.     They  were  part  of  the 
convention.     The  resolutions  adopted   were  not  advisory,  but  binding 
on  all  local  unions  in  the  State.    Uninspired  hymns  were  used  in  the 
devotional  exercises.     Did  our  members  do  right  in  attending  the 
convention  ?     In  nearly  all  the  county,  in  the  State  and  national  con- 
ventions, songs  of  human  composition  are  used  in  the  service  of  praise. 
The  same  is  largely  true  of  other  associations,  such  as  those  held  in 
favor  of  Sabbath  observance,  temperance,  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association,  etc.,  etc.     Our  members  are  most  deeply  interested  in 
the  objects  had  in  view  by  these  organizations.     Only  through  them 
are  they  actively  engaged   with  brethren  in  other  denominations  in 
efforts  to  accomplish  these  objects.     Now  what  shall  they  do  ?    As 
already  stated  it  was  freely  admitted   that  there  is  a  danger  that  in 
large  enthusiastic  gatherings,  such   for  instance  as  are  the  W.  C.  T. 
U.,  State  and  national,  members  of  the  church  may  be  carried  away 
in  the  enthusiasm  of  the  hour  and  sing  hymns  of  human  composition 
in  the  praise  of  God.     Should  this  danger  cause  us  to  keep  away 
from  all  such  meetings  ? 

The  resolutions  as  amended  were  unanimously  adopted,  and  express 
the  views  of  the  convention  on  this  question. 

The  action  of  Synod  to  which  reference  is  made  in  the  preamble, 
is  as  follows,  (Minutes,  1890,  page  24):  "  Resolved  that  we  regard 
with  great  favor  the  organization  of  societies  of  young  people  for 
Christian  work  in  our  congregations,  as  one  of  the  best  means  of 
educating  and  training  our  people  for  evangelistic  work;  and  we 
would  call  special  attention  to  the  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.,  which  is  accom- 
plishing so  much  good  throughout  the  land."  See  also  Minutes, 
1891,  page  274;    1892,  page  291 ;  and  1893,  page  279. 

The  second  resolution  was  intended  to  cover  the  cases  of  some 
members  who,  believing  that  they  are  already  bound  to  everything  in 
the  Christian  Endeavor  pledge,  heartily  approving  of  the  aims 
of  the  society  and  earnestly  engaging  in  its  work,  yet  do  not  care  to 
renew  their  covenant  for  fear  of  weakening  the  sense  of  obligation. 
The  following  are  the  resolutions: 

This  convention  of  members  of  Reformed  Presbyterian  congrega- 
tions in  Pittsburgh  Presbytery,  believing  in  the  need  of  the  thorough 
organization  of  our  young  people  for  the  accomplishment  of  efficient 
work,  for  the   maintenance   among   them  of  the  principles  of  our 
religion,  and  for  their  own  spiritual  development ;  recognizing  in  the 
Young  People's  Society  of  Christian  Endeavor  one  of  the  most  effi- 
cient instrumentalities  for  the  accomplishment  of  these  ends,  and  one 
that  in  its  very  nature  is  within  the  pale  of,  and  subordinate  to,  the 
church   in  which   it  is  organized  ;    and   following  the  leadership  of 
Synod  which,  according  to  its  custom   with   reference  to  voluntary 
Associations,  has  expressed  approval  of  the  society  of  Christian  En- 
deavor, takes  the  following  action  : 
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Resolved,  1.  That  we  express  our  most  cordial  approval  of  the 
principles,  aim,s  and  work  of  the  Young  People's  Society  of  Chris- 
tion  Endeavor,  and  that  we  recommend  the  organization  of  such 
societies  in  all  our  congregations  where  they  do  not  already  exist. 

2.  That  in  the  Christian  Endeavor  pledge  we  recognize  the  scrip- 
tural principle  of  covenanting,  in  the  prayer-meeting  method  a  most 
admirable  means  for  the  promotion  of  spiritual  life,  and  in  the  plan 
of  work,  and  in  the  motto,  "  For  Christ  and  the  Church/'  the 
promise,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  of  the  promotion  of  Christ's  king- 
dom, both  in  its  individual  and  social  aspects.  We  also  call  attention 
to  the  fact  that  the  pledge  binds  to  nothing  to  which  Covenanters  are 
not  already  bound,  so  that  members  of  the  church  who  approve  of 
the  aims  of  the  Christian  Eudeavor  Society,  and  who  engage  heartily 
in  its  work,  may  become  members  without  again  taking  these  obliga- 
tions. 

3.  That  in  all  our  co-operative  work  with  Christians  of  other 
denominations,  we  urge  our  people  to  do  nothing  inconsistent  with 
the  principles  and  practices  of  our  church,  that  they  seek  to  bring 
these  principles  into  prominence,  and  that,  while  refusing  to  engage 
in  the  praise  service  when  uninspired  songs  are  used,  they  also  endea- 
vor to  secure  the  use  of  the  inspired  Psalms  in  the  praise  service  of 
public  meetings  and  conventions. 

4.  That  this  convention  has  been  of  great  value  in  throwing  light 
upon  the  topics  discussed,  and  that  the  holding  of  similar  conventions 
be  referred  to  an  executive  committee  composed  of  one  member  to  be 
appointed  by  each  society  in  Pittsburgh  Presbytery,  and  that  the 
member  from  Central  Allegheny  Society  be  chairman  of  said  committee. 

5.  That  we  tender  our  thanks  to  those  who  arranged  so  success- 
fully for  this  convention,  and  to  the  Christian  Endeavor  Society  of 
Central  Allegheny  congregation  for  their  hospitable  entertainment. 

R.  C.  Wylie, 
J.  W.  Sproull, 
Ella  M.  Martin, 
Rebecca  Euwer, 
D.  C.  Martin, 


Committee. 


J.  W.  S. 


WITNESSING    FOR    CHRIST. 


Synod,  at  its  last  meeting,  with  great  heartiness,  called  on  the  retir- 
ing moderator  to  take  up  the  duty  of  lecturing  in  connection  with  the 
Testimony-Bearing  work  of  the  church,  to  press  the  whole  doty  of 
the  Christian  citizen,  or  as  he  himself  has  framed  it,  to  press  Loyalty 
to  Christ  in  the  Realm  of  Citizenship. 

The  Christian  Instructor,  of  Philadelphia,  where  Synod  met,  thus 
referred  to  this  appointment  at  the  time :  "  They  have  appointed  one 
of  their  ministerial  brethren  to  travel  and  lecture  on  the  subject  of 
1  Testimony-Bearing.'      We   like   the   spirit    that,    in   confidence  of 
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right,  goes  before  the  world  to  propagate  a  cause  without  apologizing 
to  it  for  pressing  truth  and  duty  upon  men  everywhere." 

The  lecturer  began  last  summer  in  and  about  his  former  field  of 
labor  in  the  Provinces  and  thence  came  to  the  States.  He  began  at 
Houlton,  August  12th,  with  misgivings,  temptations  and  fears,  of  some 
of  which  he  thus  has  written  :  €t  We  took  the  train  for  Houlton, 
Maine,  where  I  had  arranged  to  begin  my  work  in  the  United  States. 
I  was  deeply  solicitous  for  the  result  of  my  first  effort  in  the  United 
States  under  the  present  appointment.  I  was  the  only  political  dis- 
senter in  the  meeting.  On  the  contrary  there  were  some  who  from 
reading  the  publications  of  the  Seventh  Day  Adventists  had  come  to 
have  a  decided  prejudice  against  the  religious  amendment  movement. 
As  I  thought  on  the  situation,  just  before  I  rose  to  speak,  there  came 
for  the  first  time  the  dark  temptation  to  withhold  the  most  unsavory 
part  of  my  message, — to  say  nothing  about  political  dissent.  But  it 
troubled  me  only  for  a  moment.  The  most  unseemly  place  for  cow- 
ardice was  surely  in  the  discussion  of  the  theme  I  was  about  to 
announce — 'Loyalty  to  Christ  in  the  realm  of  citizenship.'  The  whole 
message  was  delivered.  It  was  a  day  that  severely  tried  me  in  many 
ways.  I  praise  God  for  his  gracious  presence  and  for  his  strength 
imparted  whereby  I  was  sustained. "  We  have  received  from  him 
only  the  summary  report  prepared  by  him  for  the  church  publications 
and  given  last  month,  but  he  has  kept  the  church  fully  informed  as 
to  his  work  by  his  letters  to  the  Christian  Nation.  The  church  has 
thus  seen  what  he  has  seen,  that  his  difficulties  were  rolled  away  from 
before  him. 

In  December  last,  Dr.  McFarland  made  a  change  of  residence,  and 
be  has  removed  his  family  from  St.  John,  N.  B.,  and  located  in  Beaver 
Falls,  in  easy  access  to  his  home  in  his  passing  to  and  fro.  Refreshed 
and  strengthened,  he  has  now  responded  to  the  many  calls  from  the 
brethren  in  the  west;  and  the  letters  from  him  published  of  late  show 
his  westward  course.     All  promises  well  if — 

Our  judgment  was  that  our  local  storm  centre  were  better  avoided 
for  the  present  in  this  work,  but  had  not  the  call  to  the  work  been  by 
the  Synod  ?     Yes,  but  the  irritation  in  the  Geneva  church  and  in  the 
presbytery  had  not  ceased.     The  epithet  "Steelite"  ha.l  been  used 
far  back   in  May  by  opponents  of  the  settlement  of  the  pastor  elect. 
It  was  taken  up  by  some  in  the  presbytery  and  applied  to  brethren  in 
the  ministry.     It  now  has  gone  from  one  to  another  until  at  length 
by  the  Christian  Reformer  it  is  applied  indiscriminately  to  any  breth- 
ren who  show  any  denominational  spirit.     Much  has  been  published 
in  Beaver  Falls  as  to  the  local  trouble,  but  this  matter  can  wait. 
Wijat  we  are  most  deeply  concerned  in,  is  a  shot  at  our  brother,  Synod's 
lecturer.     We  refer  to  the  leading  article  in  the  Beaver  (Pa.)  Daily 
flfeir,  of  February  6th.     We  shall  not  attempt  to  condense  it  or  to 
make  extracts  from  it.     We  might  misrepresent.     We  give  it  as  a 
whole : 
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"Against  Entangling  Alliances. — Rev.  A.  J.  MeFarland, 
special  travelling  lecturer  of  the  Covenanter  Church,  preached  a  pow- 
erful sermon  in  the  chapel  of  Geneva  College,  Sabbath,  February  3d, 
against  'Entangling  Alliances'  of  Covenanters  with  other  Christians 
and  with  the  United  States  government. 

"  His  text  was  II.  Chron.  18 :  3  and  19 :  2,  where  the  wicked  king 
of  Israel,  Ahab,  induced  Jehoshaphat,  the  good  king  of  Judah  to  join 
him  in  war  against  Ramoth-Gilead.  The  text  was  used  by  accommo- 
dation and  as  an  illustration  to  teach  Covenanters  the  danger  of  asso- 
ciating with  other  denominations.  If  the  learned  doctor's  interpreta- 
tion of  this  portion  of  the  Bible  is  correct  there  is  certainly  not  much 
comfort  in  it  for  anybody  outside  the  Covenanter  Church.  In  the 
discourse  the  good  king,  Jehoshaphat,  was  made  to  stand  for  the  Cove- 
uanters,  and  Ahab,  the  wicked  king  of  Israel,  for  the  other  Christians 
and  the  United  States  government  which,  accordiug  to  the  doctor,  are 
now  trying  to  seduce  the  Covenanters  into  l  Entangling  Alliances.' 

"  It  was  pointed  out  that  the  fall  of  Jehoshaphat  was  gradual,  the 
steps  of  decline  were  distinctly  set  forth  and  so  well  emphasised  tint 
the  congregation  of  Covenanters  present  could  not  mistake  his  meauiiig. 

"  '  The  first  wrong  step,'  said  the  doctor, '  was  when  King  Jthosiia- 
phat  gave  his  daughter  in  marriage  to  the  son  of  King  Ahab,1  the 
teaching  being  by  necessary  implication  that  Covenanters  ought  not  to 
allow  their  daughters  to  marry  sons  of  other  Christians.  This  was 
presumably  aimed  at  certain  professors  in  the  college  and  seminary  of 
the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  and  some  of  the  elders  of  Geneva 
congregation  present,  who  have  taken  to  themselves  wives  from  the 
Ahablike  Christian  churches  of  the  land,  or  allowed  their  children  to 
marry  outside  the  Covenanter  Church.  It  was  news  to  some  of  the 
hearers  that  there  is  anywhere  in  the  Bible  a  law  condemning  inter- 
marriage between  the  families  of  Israel.  There  are  several  matrimo- 
.nial  'alliances*  in  process  on  College  Hill  in  which  some  of  the  pretty 
Covenanter  girls  are  interested  and  which  will  now  have  to  be  given 
up  if  the  doctor's  teaching  prevails. 

"'The  second  step  in  the  fall  of  Jehoshaphat/ according  to  the 
doctor,  '  was  when  he  accepted  the  invitation  of  Ahab  to  come  down 
to  Samaria  to  see  him.  He  had  no  business  there  at  all/  Carrying 
forward  the  application  of  the  illustration  and  the  doctrine  said  to  be 
contained  in  it,  it  was  shown  that  'entangling  alliances '  with  other 
Christians, '  even  for  professedly  good  purposes,  are  a  trap.' 

"Although  the  common  text  of  the  Bible  does  not  say  that  there 
was  any  invitation  on  the  part  of  Ahab,  yet  the  presumption  that  there 
was  one,  seemed  to  the  preacher  sufficient  basis  for  founding  the  doc- 
trine and  posting  a  danger  signal  for  any  Covenanters  who  may  be 
invited  to  partake  of  the  hospitality  of  other  Christians.  The  announce- 
ment of  the  doctrine  was  rather  a  surprise  considering  that  Dr.  Mc- 
Farland  is  commissioned  by  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church  to  propagate  some  distinctive  tenets  of  that  body  in  the  pul- 
pits of  other  denominations,  and  especially  surprising  since  access  to 
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hese  pulpits  can  only  be  had  by  accepting  the  ecclesiastical  hospitality 
iud  invitation  of  the  '  other  Christians/  It  would  indeed  seem  that 
insistency  with  his  own  doctrine  would  prevent  his  going  among  them 
>r  accepting  their  courtesy  for  fear  of  moral  defilement.  It  is  not 
isual  for  a  minister  to  raise  a  doctrine  to  condemn  his  own  daily  em- 
ployment. 

"  But  taking  it  for  granted  that  the  doctor  is  a  special  messenger  to 
rhom  his  own  precautionary  doctrine  does  not  apply,  one  naturally 
eels  curious  as  to  whether  he  uses  this  argument  with  ministers  of 
►titer  denominations  in  order  to  get  an  invitation  to  occupy  their  pul- 
>its  and  take  up  collections  for  '  political  dissent/  and  if  it  was  wrong 
or  Jehoshaphat  to  accept  food  and  shelter  from  Ahab,  how,  in  view 
>f  thi9  doctrine,  can  it  be  right  for  Dr.  McFarland  to  accept  money 
rom  these  Ahablike  people  with  which  to  pay  his  hotel  bills? 

The  third  downward  step  of  Jehoshaphat  and  the  one  for  which,  in 
the  doctor's  opinion,  the  others  only  paved  the  way,  '  was  in  joining 
AJiab  in  the  expedition  against  Ramoth-Gilead.'  This  third  step  was 
the  sequence  of  the  other  two.  We  quote:  'This  is  an  illustration 
of  the  evil  of  entangling  alliances.  The  United  States  government 
asks  us  to  join  and  it  is  again  the  invitation  of  Ahab  to  Jehoshaphat 
to  go  to  Ra  mot  h-Gi  lead.  It  is  the  purpose  of  this  government  to  not 
acknowledge  Christ  and  his  claims.  The  alliance  between  the  Chris- 
tian people  of  this  country  and  the  United  States  government  is  an 
unholy  alliance — more  so  than  that  of  Jehoshaphat  and  Ahab.  It  is 
alliance  with  those  who  hate  the  Lord.  Jehoshaphat  was  condemned 
because  he  associated  with  Ahab  in  doing  what  may  have  been  a  good 
thing.  He  was  doing  wrong  in  entering  into  affinity  with  an  entangling 
alliance.  That  nuist  be  condemned  which  implies  any  alliance  with 
the  ungodly  and  sinful.  We  do  not  blame  the  worst  elements  of  the 
country  for  the  evils  which  exist  so  much  as  the  Christian  citizens  who 
continually  assent  to  and  make  oath  to  the  United  States  Constitution. 
I  do  not  say  that  we  should  aggravate  those  with  whom  we  come  in 
contact,  but  we  owe  it  to  Christ  to  take  a  cool  and  determined  stand 
on  these  matters/ 

"Taking  the  sermon  as  a  whole,  and  though  we  would  dearly  love 
to  see  this  government,  in  fact,  as  well  as  in  name,  Christian,  the  aver- 
age Christian  would  rather  see  it  in  the  hands  of  indifference  than  this 
kind  of  intolerance.  As  regards  that  the  consoling  thought  is  that 
there  is  no  danger  of  its  getting  there.  But  the  purpose  of  this  review 
is  to  correct  the  impression  which  such  a  sermon  as  the  above  might 
give  concerning  the  Covenanter  Church.  That  church  holds  as  a  doc- 
trine that  the  United  States  government  is  wrong  in  making  the  will 
>f  '  we,  the  people/  instead  of  the  will  of  God  supreme,  and  for  that 
reason  the  members  do  not  vote  or  hold  office,  do  not  go  to  jail  and  do 
not  have  to  testify  for  Lexow  committees.  By  the  use  of  fair  means 
ind  with  Christian  courtesy  for  Christians  of  all  denominations  who 
liffer  from  them  in  this  regard  and  admitting  freely  that  the  United 
Jtates  government  is  the  best  on  earth  they,  as  true  patriots,  strive  by 
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their  practice  and  testimony  to  show  that  the  application  of  Bible 
principles  to  the  conduct  of  government  would  do  away  much  of  the 
ovil  that  exists — would,  in  fact,  be  honoring  God  and  raising  society 
at  the  same  time. 

"  The  tenets  of  this  church  or  her  doctrine  have  nothing  in  them  to 
warrant  the  throwing  of  hard  names  at  those  Christians  who  consci- 
entiously differ  in  doctrine  or  practice,  but  on  the  contrary  the  entire 
Covenanter  Church  ministers,  including  Dr.  McFarland  and  laity,  in 
1871,  with  uplifted  hands,  made  oath  to  a  covenant  in  which  ocean 
the  following  clause  concerning  church  unity : 

" '  Considering  it  a  principal  duty  of  our  profession  to  cultivate  a 
holy  brotherhood,  we  will  strive  to  maintain  Christian  friendship  with 
pious  men  of  every  name,  and  to  feel  and  act  as  one  with  all  in  every 
land  who  pursue  this  grand  end/ 

"  The  facts  which  called  out  and  gave  point  to  the  sermon  are  that 
in  the  Covenanter  Church  are  many  members  who  belong  to  The 
National  Reform  Association,  Christian  Endeavor  societies,  W.  C.  T. 
U.,  etc.,  etc.,  and  the  drag  net  is,  by  Dr.  McFarland  and  a  few  more, 
being  sent  after  all  of  them  as  '  entangling  alliances '  with  other  Chris- 
tians. It  is  hoped  that  this  intolerance  will  soon  subside  within  its 
shell  and  stay  there  so  that  Christians  who  expect  to  spend  all  eternity 
together  may  begin  to  practice  making  room  for  each  other's  conscien- 
tious convictions.  A  Covenanter." 

Our  own  brethren,  many  of  whom  have  already  heard  the  subject 
discussed,  to  which  this  report  refers,  can  judge  of  it;  but  think  of 
this  in  the  valley  near  our  educational  work  !  Think  of  the  laborer 
and  his  work,  and  of  the  quarter  whence  the  first  blow  comes — his  own 
church — after  months  of  travel  among  friends  and  strangers !  It  is 
calculated  to  make  us  pause  and  see  if  we  cannot  "  follow  after  the 
things  that  make  for  peace,  and  the  things  wherewith  one  may  edify 
another."  Let  us  not  fly  to  the  secular  press  with  our  differences,  to 
stir  up  prejudice  against  our  church,  which  is  not  easily  allayed,  and 
in  which  we  all  must  share  alike.  They  cannot  understand  our  differ- 
ances,  and  care  little  for  them.  The  writer  knows  it  will  be  said, 
Physician,  heal  thyself.  This  shall  not  prevent  his  writing  thus.  We 
may  differ  among  ourselves,  and  disagiee  for  a  time,  l>eeause  we  are 
finite  and  sinful,  and  as  Jerome  has  said  :  "  Non  doctrina  et  sapiendk 
sed  Domini  auxiliopax  ecciesice  reddita"  But  let  us  meanwhile  have 
one  agreement,  not  to  fire  on  the  color  bearer.  To  him,  we  say,  God 
speed  you  on  your  way,  lighten  your  burdens,  and  strengthen  your 
heart ! 

The  necessity,  the  difficulty,  the  importance  and  the  effectiveness 
of  this  work  were  set  forth  by  the  Pittsburgh  pastor  most  forcibly 
twenty-four  years  ago  :  "  There  is  oftentimes  a  strong  temptation  to 
deviate  from  the  path  of  strict  rectitude,  arising  from  the  prospect  of 
some  immediate  and  tangible  benefit.  In  no  case,  ]>erhaps,  does  the 
promised  good  appear  more  tangible  than  in  the  election  at  the  present 
time  in  our  land  of  a  good  man  to  office,  in  preference  to  a  notoriously 
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wicked  and  corrupt  politician.  But  it  is  a  very  short-sighted  view  of 
the  momentous  affairs  of  the  nation,  which  fails  to  comprehend  the 
truth  that  the  position  of  complete  separation  from  what  is  wrong, 
though  attended  with  an  apparent  temporary  increase  of  evil,  is  and 
must  be,  in  the  end,  the  most  effective  position  for  the  thorough  sup- 
pression of  the  wrong  and  the  sure  advancement  of  the  right  and  truth. 
Communities,  cursed  with  bad  rulers  and  threatened  with  worse,  may 
strain  every  nerve  to  have  the  electors  give  the  government,  for  once, 
the  blessing  of  honest  and  God- fearing  officials.  They  may  succeed. 
Ajid  with  such  very  imperfect  success  the  excitement  lulls,  and  the 
way  remains  open  for  bad  men  once  more  to  work  their  way  to  office 
and  again  to  plunder  the  public  treasury  and  grind  the  faces  of  the 
poor.  A  failure  to  throw  off  the  thieves  and  plunderers  at  first  would 
be  a  cheap  price  to  pay  for  the  lesson,  if  by  it  the  nation  or  community 
would  only  be  brought  to  go  to  the  very  root  of  the  evil,  and  enact 
their  desire  for  good  rulers,  in  accordance  with  the  divine  command, 
into  the  nation's  law.  We  can  afford,  then,  to  have  fellow  Christians, 
or  fellow  citizens,  or  both,  wlio  do  not  or  will  not  understand  our 
position,  say  to  us :  '  Why  all  this  talk  about  the  necessity  of  reform, 
if  you  will  not  act?  You  are  doing  nothing.  Put  your  shoulder  to 
the  wheel.  Vote  for  men  in  favor  of  the  reforms  vou  seek/  We  are 
doing  what  it  is  most  difficult  to  do.  It  is  easy  to  follow  the  multi- 
tude. It  requires  no  effort  to  fall  in  with  the  current  and  go  down 
the  stream  with  the  acclamations  of  accompanying  millions.  But  to 
stem  the  popular  tide  and  to  give  warning  to  the  ship  of  State,  of  peril- 
ous rocks  and  shoals  ahead — this  is  the  real  work  which  but  few  are 
found  ready  to  do.  *  Hie  labor,  hoc  opus  est.'  Moral  truth  is  the 
great  instrumentality,  the  mighty  power  in  God's  hands,  and  in  the 
hands  of  all  who  are  co-workers  with  him,  in  overthrowing  moral 
evils.  The  effective  worker  with  God  is  the  man  who  makes  the  truth 
to  be  known  and  felt.  The  opponents  of  American  slavery  never 
caused  the  truth  they  held  to  make  a  deep  impression  upon  the  national 
conscience  until  they  dissented  from  the  Constitution  which  protected 
the  wrong.  Their  dissent,  and  the  energetic  efforts  logically  connected 
with  it,  held  up  the  abomination  of  slavery  to  the  gaze  of  the  nations 
and  the  civilized  world,  and  more  than  anything  else  prepared  the 
way  for  its  complete  extinction.  So  the  position  we  now  occupy  holds 
up  the  nation's  morally  defective  compact  of  government  to  distinct 
view.  To  maintain  our  position  of  political  dissent  is  to  press  the 
nation's  sin  in  failing  to  acknowledge  its  relations  to  God  and  his  law, 
and  the  need  of  a  constitutional  amendment,  upon  the  notice  of  thought- 
ful men  and  thus  secure,  in  the  end,  a  fundamental  and  thorough 
reformation."  (Memorial  Volume,  pp.  183-185.) 

These  words  of  our  brother  apply  most  forcibly  to  the  energetic 
work  now  going  on  to  rid  communities  of  corrupt  officials,  and  they 
state  most  clearly  the  relation  of  our  testimony-bearing  to  the  success 
c>f  the  constitutional  amendment.  We  wisli  to  give  all  honor  and 
sneouragement  to  the  men  who  are  concerned  in  the  Good  C\t\xe\M\\\^ 
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movement,  but  above  all  to  those  who  are  seeking  to  carry  it  higher, 
being  concerned  for  reformation  in  the  fundamental  law.  We  hold 
to  the  words  we  wrote  last  May,  when  the  situation  in  our  church  was 
much  as  now:  "To  achieve  national  reform  there  needs  to  be  begot- 
ten in  the  hearts  of  many  the  conviction  of  the  sin  of  the  nation  in 
the  attitude  of  the  Constitution  towards  the  Lord  and  his  Christ,  just 
as  in  the  Civil  War  the  President  came  to  confess  for  the  nation,  that 
slavery  was  an  offence,  that  it  was  the  divine  will  to  remove  it,  and 
that  in  his  awful  judgments  he  was  a  just  and  faithful  God."  Testi- 
mony-bearing and  National  Reform  should  go  hand  in  hand.  If  they 
do  not  the  fault  is  with  ourselves.   Let  us  labor  together,  and  for  God. 

W. 

■  ♦  ■ 

Original. 

CONVENTION  OF  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCHES. 


We  gave  in  our  December  number  The  Wigtown  Martyrs,  the  first 
of  the  excellent  series  of  papers  prepared  in  Scotland  and  Ireland,  in 
view  of  the  above  noted  gathering.  We  make  extracts  from  two 
other  papers : 

II, GREYFRIARS,     EDINBURGH. 

BY  REV.    JOHN   M'DONALD,    B.    D.,   AIRDRIB. 

The  name  of  the  church  and  churchyard  "  Grey  friars  "  is  a  striking 
illustration  of  the  remarkable  irony  of  events.  It  recalls  to  us  the 
apostate  church  which  shed  the  blood  of  the  saints,  and  whose 
monastic  orders  spread  a  blighting  influence  wherever  they  went; 
and  yet  it  is  now  the  word  that  almost  more  than  any  other  is  the 
synonym  in  Scottish  history  for  covenanting  patriotism,  piety  and 
truth.  "  Greyfriars,"  Sir  Walter  Scott  declared,  "  was  the  Westmin- 
ster Abbey  of  Scotland :"  might  we  not  say  "of  covenanting  Scotland  f 

Greyfriars,  as  the  name  indicates,  was  originally  a  monastery  of  the 
Church  of  Rome.  It  was  situated  on  the  south  side  of  Edinburgh, 
not  far  from  the  Grassmarket,  and  it  had,  on  the  rising  ground, 
gardens  of  considerable  extent  attached  to  it.  It  belonged  to  the 
Franciscan  Order,  and  had  been  founded  by  James  I.  about  the  year 
1436.  In  the  sixteenth  century  it  was  destroyed  and  plundeied  by 
the  English.  It  happened  about  that  time  that  the  chief  burying 
place  in  Edinburgh,  which  was  at  the  church  of  St.  Giles  where  the 
body  of  John  Knox  was  buried,  was  greatly  overcrowded,  and  as 
the  gardens  of  the  Greyfriars  monastery  were  outside  the  municipal 
boundary,  the  magistrates  of  Edinburgh  chose  them  as  a  suitable 
burying  ground  for  the  city.  In  April,  1561,  the  town  council  gave 
directions  to  have  the  walks  surrounding  the  monastery  repaired,  and 
in  the  following  year  Mary  Queen  of  Scots  granted  "  the  yairdisof 
the  Greyfriars  and  situation  thereof"  to  be  used  in  all  time  coming 
for  a  public  burying  ground.  The  grounds  of  St.  Giles  continued 
for  fifty  or  sixty  years  after  t\\e,  T!U»fofm&\.\wi  to  be  used  as  a  public 
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cemetery,  but  when,  in  1632,  the  Parliament  house  was  erected,  all 

traces  of  the  cemetery  outside  the  church  were  obliterated.     What 

was  St.  Giles  cemetery   is  now  a  street — Parliament  house  close — 

and  a  little  iron  tablet,  flush  with   the  paving,  with  the  letters  J.  K» 

upon   it,  is  now  all  that  marks  the  last  resting  place  of  the  great 

reformer.     As  soon  as  the  queen  granted  the  grounds  of  Grey  friars 

to  the  city  they  were  used  as  a  burying  ground.     The  first  person  of 

note  who  was  laid  theie  was  the  illustrious  George  Buchanan,  and  in 

the  course  of  time  many  of  the  worthies  of  Edinburgh  and  other 

eminent  Scotsmen,  with  not  a  few  of  "  the  noble  army  of  martyrs  n 

found  a  last  resting  place  in  Greyfriars. 

There  are  now  two  churches  in  Greyfriars  churchyard.  Of  these 
the  eastmost  one  is  the  old  Greyfriars,  which  was  built  by  the  order 
of  the  Edinburgh  town  council  in  1614.  In  May,  1718,  by  an  acci- 
dent, great  part  of  the  church  was  destroyed,  and  the  magistrates  then 
oot  only  repaired  the  injured  structure,  but  erected  at  the  west  end 
of  it  a  second  church,  which  is  called  the  new  Greyfriars  church. 
The  older  building  was  destroyed  by  fire  on  Sabbath,  19th  January, 
1845,  but  has  since  been  restored  ;  and  internally  both  structures  are 
very  handsome.  Each  church  has  its  own  pastor  and  organ  :  and  as 
the  organs  are  worked  by  hydraulic  pressure,  it  may  be  understood 
that  the  worship  in  each  of  these  sanctuaries  will  be  perfect  of  its 
iind!  The  old  Greyfriars  in  recent  times  has  been  remarkable  prin- 
cipally for  the  advanced  degree  of  the  ritualistic  element  in  its  services. 
It  was  in  the  old  church  that  on  March  1,  1638,  after  a  sermon  by 
the  famous  Alexander  Henderson,  the  national  covenant  wds  signed. 
The  covenant,  after  it  was  signed  by  all  within  the  church,  was  taken 
outside — the  door  was  then  in  the  east  end — and  placed  on  the  Lorth- 
east  stone  of  Bos  well  of  Auchinleck's  tomb,  and  there  it  was  sub- 
scribed by  the  people  in  great  numbers,  amidst  prayers  and  tears, 
some  even  signing  it  with  their  blood.  That  day  was  a  day  to  be  re- 
membered in  the  history  of  Greyfriars,  and  of  Scotland. 

Forty-one  years  after  the  signing  of  the  covenant  the  battle  of 
Both  well  Bridge  was  fought,  a  battle  that  ended  disastrously  for  the 
Covenanters.     Four  hundred  fell  in  that  battle,  and   twelve  hundred 
Were  taken   prisoners.      These  were  dispatched   to  Edinburgh,  and 
there  thrust  into  Greyfriars  churchyard — the   part   below   the  south 
burying  ground — with  no  lodging   but  the  cold  ground,  and  no  roof 
bat  the  sky.    They  were  kept  there  for  five  months,  exposed  not  only 
to  the  severity  of  the  weather,  but  also  to  the  brutal   insults  of  the 
soldiers.     Their  only  food  was  a   miserable  allowance  of  bread  and 
water,  the  good  people  of  Edinburgh  being  prohibited  from  supply- 
ing their  wants,  either  as  to  meat,  money  or  clothing.     "  They  were 
strictly  guarded  by    night  and  day,  and  if  any  one  rose  from  the 
pound  during  the  night  he  was  shot  at :  and  if  any  one  escaped,  the 
goard  was  to  give  life  for  life  by  a  cast  of  dice."     Some  of  them 
after  several  weeks  were  liberated  by  Monmouth  on  signing  a  bond 
promising  never  again  to  take  up  arms  against  the  k\i\g.     K  fow 
Scaped,  and  of  the  four  hundred  who  remained  some  t\\e&  m  ^y\«b\i, 
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others  were  freed  on  petitioning  for  liberty  to  sign  the  bond,  and  two 
hundred  and  fifty-seven  were  banished  as  slaves  to  Barbadoes. 
These  two  hundred  and  fifty-seven  were  put  on  board  a  ship  in  Leith 
Roads,  in  charge  of  a  Romanist  named  Paterson,  and  were  treated 
with  the  most  inhuman  cruelty.  The  vessel  foundered  on  a  rock  off 
the  coast  of  Orkney.  All  the  prisoners  might  have  been  saved,  bat 
Paterson  ordered  the  hatches  to  be  shut  down  upon  them,  and  the 
forty  or  fifty  who  were  saved  were  spared  only  to  meet  a  worse  fate. 
They  were  banished,  with  others  who  were  companions  in  faithful- 
ness and  tribulation,  to  the  plantations  in  Jamaica  and  New  Jersey, 
and  amid  the  horrors  of  slavery  they  ended  their  days.  In  their  ex- 
perience the  tender  mercies  of  the  wicked  were  cruel;  but  through 
much  tribulation  they  passed  into  glory. 

On  the  east  side  of  the  churchyard,  against  the  boundary  wall,  is 
the  famous  martyrs'  monument,  which  is  an  object  of  interest  to  all 
visitors.  The  original  monument  was  erected  in  1706  by  James 
Currie,  of  Purtland,  and  others,  and  it  was  superseded  in  1771  by 
the  present  more  finished  structure. 

In  the  south  part  of  the  churchyard,  not  far  from  the  stone  where 
the  covenant  was  signed,  is  a  monument,  one  of  the  most  handsome 
structures  in  the  cemetery,  that  is  worthy  of  attention.  It  marks  the 
grave  of  the  man  who  made  it  the  business  of  his  life  to  prosecute 
and  persecute  the  saints  of  God,  Sir  George  McKenzie,  the  King's 
advocate  in  the  reigns  of  Charles  II.  and  James  II.  He  was  a  bitter 
enemy  of  the  Covenanters. 

Not  far  from  the  martyrs'  stone  is  the  Grassmarket — one  of  the 
streets  of  Edinburgh — where  many  of  the  martyrs,  including  James 
Renwick  the  last  of  them  all,  were  executed.  The  place  of  execu- 
tion is  still  marked  by  a  circle  of  stones  in  the  paving  of  the  street. 
It  is  a  place  of  precious  memories — it  may  be  said  to  have  supplied 
the  keystone  of  the  arch  of  the  liberties,  civil  and  religious,  which 
-Great  Britain  enjoys  to-day.  On  that  spot — in  view  of  the  castle, 
not  far  from  the  Tol booth,  but  a  short  distance  from  the  street  lead- 
ing down  to  John  Knox's  house  and  on  to  "ancient  Holyroodw— 
on  that  spot  many  of  Scotland's  noblest  sons,  of  whom  the  world  was 
not  worthy,  witnessed  for  Christ  a  noble  confession  before  many  wit- 
nesses. From  a  scaffold  erected  there,  in  the  midst  of  the  crowds  of 
spectators  surging  round  them,  and  under  the  eyes  of  multitudes  who 
looked  down  on  them  from  the  windows  of  the  lofty  tenements  that 
flanked  either  side  of  the  broad  street,  they  bade  farewell  to  earth, 
and,  having  fought  the  good  fight,  passed  to  their  eternal  reward,  "a 
<jrown  never  fading,  a  kingdom  of  glory,"  "  whose  faith  follow." 

Ill  DRUMCLOG. 


BY  REV.   JOHN  LYND,   BELFAST. 


Drumclog  is  a  wild  and  lonely  spot  at  the  head  of  the  parish  of 
Strathaven,  near  the  boundary  line  between  Ayrshire  and  Lanark- 
h  ire,  and  not  far  from   the  source  of  the  river  Irvine.     Close  by  is 
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>adon  Hill,  rising  several  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea, 
d  commanding  an  extensive  view  of  the  surrounding  district, 
ither  on  Sabbath,  June  1,  1679,  John  Graham,  of  Claverhouse— 
merally  designated  by  those  he  lent  himself  to  destroy  "the  bloody 
laver'se  " — came  to  break  up  a  conventicle  or  field-preaching  of  the 
weuanters.  Being  apprised  of  the  approach  of  Claverhouse  and 
s  soldiers,  the  men  attending  the  conventicle,  having  come  armed  to 
ifend  themselves  if  an  attack  should  be  made  upon  them,  were 
istily  formed  in  line  for  battle,  and  repulsed  the  soldiers.  Many  of 
e  latter  were  killed  in  the  fight,  and  their  captain  and  as  many  as 
ere  able  fled  with  all  speed  from  the  field.  Such,  in  outline,  is  the 
ory  of  Drumclog.    But'  to  understand  it  we  must  know  what  led  up 

it.  Drumclog  is  one  link  in  a  chain,  and  the  chain  needs  to  be 
iderstood  if  we  would  understand  this  link. 

It  was  an  incident  in  the  long  persecution  of  the  Covenanters, 
hich  began  shortly  after  the  restoration  of  Charles  II.,  in  1660. 
hat  he  might  secure  the  aid  of  the  Covenanters,  Charles  had  given 
tost  solemn  pledges  to  maintain  the  covenanted  reformation.  But 
e  was  devoid  utterly  of  principle,  and  only  kept  his  word  when  it 
»emed  to  suit  his  own  interests  or  policy,  or  when  he  was  compelled, 
le  had  no  love  for  Presbyterian  ism,  or  indeed  for  religion  at  all. 
ind  he  was  not  long  on  the  throne  till  it  was  apparent  that  he  meant, 
s  far  as  he  could,  to  undo  the  work  of  the  reformation  in  Scotland. 
Jnfortunately,  he  found  ready  and  willing  tools  among  Scotchmen 
bemselves. 

The  king  entered  London  on  the  29th  of  May,  1660.  A  Scotch 
^irliament  which  met  on  January  1,  1661,  annulled  the  covenant 
fhich  many  of  its  members  had  lately  sworn  ;  prohibited  under  severe 
penalties  its  renewal  without  the  king's  warrant  and  approbation ; 
rdered  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  be  taken  by  all  persons  in  places  of 
rust,  acknowledging  the  king's  absolute  and  unlimited  power — his 
uthority  in  matters  ecclesiastical  as  well  as  civil.  This  Parliament 
massed  the  Rescissory  Act,  by  which  the  Acts  of  every  Parliament 
ince  1633  were  annulled. 

A  letter  was  sent  from  the  king  on  August  14, 1661,  to  the  council 
a  Edinburgh,  directing  the  establishment  of  Episcopacy,  and  forbid- 
ling  assembling  of  ministers  in  their  Synodical  meetings.  The  coun- 
il  obeyed  the  king,  and  went  so  far  as  to  prohibit  presbyteries 
rdaining  any  one  to  the  ministry  under  pain  of  treason.  The  Par- 
iament  of  1662  declared  the  covenants  not  only  null  and  void,  but 
brogated  them  as  seditious.  And  any  writing,  speaking,  printing, 
Teaching  or  praying,  tending  to  stir  up  a  dislike  of  his  majesty's 
oyal  prerogative  and  supremacy  in  causes  ecclesiastical,  or  the  gov- 
rnment,  by  archbishops  and  bishops,  subjected  the  offender  to  all  the 
eualties  appointed  by  law  for  sedition. 

By  an  Act  of  the  privy  council,  October  1,  1662,  only  two  of  its 
members  being'sober  at  the  time,  all  ministers  admitted  since  1649,  who 
ad  not  received  authority  from  the  bishops,  were  deprived  of  their 
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stipends  for  the  past  year,  and  banished  from  their  parishes  aud  pres- 
byteries. By  this  infamous  Act  between  300  and  400  ministers  were 
driven  from  their  homes  and  flocks  in  the  winter  season. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  those  who  were  active  in  undoing  the  covenanted 
reformation,  from  the  king  on  the  throne  to  the  trooper  that  followed 
Dalzell  or  Claverhouse,  were  irreligious  men.  With  the  exception  of 
the  churchmen,  they  were  noted  for  lewdness/  drunkenness  and 
shocking  profanity.  And  piety  has  not  been  claimed  for  the  church- 
men by  even  their  friends.  The  most  conspicuous  of  them  was 
Sharpe,  who  gained  his  bishopric  by  turning  traitor  to  his  friends  and 
the  Presbyterian  cause. 

The  expulsion  of  the  faithful   ministers  by  the  Act  of  council, 
October,  1663,  led  to  the  conventicles,  or  gatherings  in  private  houses 
and  in  the  fields  for  the  worship  of  God.     These  field  preachings  ex- 
cited the  fierce  hostility  of  the  prelates,  and  of  all   who   maintained 
the  king's  supremacy  in  the  church.     They  were  a  conspicuous  and 
emphatic  protest  against  the  royal  supremacy.    They  put  the  bishop's 
nominees  to  shame.     Some  of  the  curates  could  hardly  get  more  than 
their  own  families  and  dependents  to  come  to  the  church  on  Sabbath. 
The  preachers  at  these  meetings  presented  the  truth  of  God  in  opposition 
to  the  errors  and  oppressions  which  had  been  introduced.  An  Act  of  the 
council  passed  in  1670,  declared  that  whosoever  without  license  or  au- 
thority of  the  council,  or  of  the  bishops,  should  preach,  expound  Scrip- 
ture, or  pray  at  any  of  these  meetings  in  the  fields,  or  who  should  gather 
people  to  these  meetings,  should  be  punished  by  death  and  confisca- 
tion  of   goods.     "  And,"  proceeds  the  Act,  "  Any  of    his  majesty's 
good  subjects  who  shall  seize  and  secure  the  persons  of  any  who  shall 
either  preach  or  pray  at  these  field  meetings  shall   have  five  hundred 
merks  (about  £300)  for  each.     And  they  are  hereby  indemnified  for 
any  slaughter  that  shall  be  committed  in  the  apprehending  and  secur- 
ing of  them." 

At  Drumclog,  on  Sabbath,  June  1,1679,  such  a  conventicle  was 
held.  About  1,400  or  1,500  people  are  said  to  have  been  present, 
among  them  old  men  and  women,  and  children.  About  250  were 
armed,  100  of  these  with  sword  or  fire  arms,  the  rest  with  such  rustic 
weapons  as  pikes,  pitchforks,  scythes  fastened  upon  long  poles — im- 
plements of  peaceful  industry  converted,  for  the  time,  into  weapons 
of  war.  The  praises  of  God  had  been  sung,  and  the  prayer  bad 
been  offered,  and  the  minister,  Rev.  Thomas  Douglas,  was  preaching, 
when  one  of  the  scouts  posted  on  a  neighboring  hill  gave  the  signal 
that  the  soldiers  were  coming.  The  sermon  was  speedily  brought  to 
a  close,  the  preacher  saying,  "  You  have  had  the  theory,  now  for  the 
practice,"  and  uttering  Cameron's  prayer,  "  Lord  spare  the  green  and 
take  the  ripe."  The  aged,  the  women,  and  children  speedily  retired. 
The  armed  men,  under  their  officers,  formed  in  line,  those  on  foot  in 
the  centre,  those  on  horseback  on  the  right  and  left  wings.  As 
they  took  their  places  it  was  to  the  strains  of  such  music  as  but  sel- 
dom has  been  heard  on  the  field  of  battle.     No  trumpet's  call  was 
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beard,  nor  beat  of  drum.  But  the  76th  Psalm  was  sung  with  great 
spirit  to  the  tune  of  Martyrs.  There  were  old  soldiers  among  the 
Covenanters,  who,  acting  as  their  officers,  placed  their  men 
well,  used  the  advantages  of  the  ground,  and  led  them  with  skill  and 
valor.  And  those  plain  countrymen,  fearers  of  God,  had  stout  hearts 
and  strong  arms.  Thirty  or  forty  of  the  soldiers  were  slain.  Claver- 
house  did  his  best  but  in  vain.  And  seeing  that  he  was  beaten,  and 
was  in  danger  of  being  annihilated,  he  turned  and  fled ;  nor  did  he 
pause  till  he  reached  Glasgow. 


p 


ELECTED. 


YOUNG    PEOPLE'S    SOCIETIES. 


The  United  Presbyterian  Church  passed  through  a  discussion  on 
the  subject  of  Young  People's  Societies,  and  the  Christian  Endeavor 
movement,  as  organized  by  Rev.  Dr.  F.  E.  Clark,  the  successful  Con- 
gregational ist  leader.  The  church  organization  is  under  the  following 
Constitution  and  By-Laws : 

Constitution  for  Young  People's  Societies. 

Article  I. — Name.  This  society  shall  be  called  "  Our  Young 
People's  Christian  Union." 

Article  II. — Object.  The  object  of  this  society  shall  be  the 
training  of  young  people  for  Christian  work  in  the  congregation,  and 
the  development  of  an  earnest  Christian  life  among  its  members. 

Article  III. — Membership.  All  the  younger  people  of  the  con- 
gregation, members  or  adherents,  may  become  members  of  this  society 
by  signing  their  names  to  the  constitution,  and  thereby  assenting  to 
the  following  promise:  "Trusting  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  for 
strength,  I  promise  that  I  will  regularly  and  faithfully  attend  the 
meetings  of  this  society,  and  that  I  will  specially  make  if  a  matter  of 
conscience  to  take  part  in  the  prayer-meetings."  Persons  not  regular 
members  of  the  society  have  the  privilege  of  attending  the  devotional 
meetings  and  taking  part  in  all  the  exercises. 

Article  IV. — Officers.  The  officers  of  the  society  shall  be  a 
president,  vice-president,  secretary  and  treasurer,  to  serve  one  year, 
and  not  to  be  eligible  to  office  a  second  consecutive  term. 

Article  V. — Duties  of  Officers.  1.  The  president  shall  pre- 
side at  the  business  meetings.  2.  The  vice-president  shall  act  in  the 
absence  of  the  president.  3.  The  secretary  shall  keep  the  minutes 
and  a  list  of  members  and  notify  all  members  of  their  appointment  to 
service,  unless  other  provision  is  made.  4.  The  treasurer  shall  have 
charge  of  all  funds  belonging  to  the  society.  All  moneys  shall  be 
paid  out  only  on  the  order  of  the  society. 

Article  VI. — Committees.  There  shall  be  (1)  an  executive 
committee,  (2)  membership  committee,  (3)  prayer- meeting  committee, 
(4)  social  committee,   (5)  good  Samaritan  committee,    (6)  missionary 
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committee,  (7)  temperance  committee,  (8)  literature  committee.  The9e 
committees  shall  consist  of  three  or  more  persons  each,  and  their  term 
of  service  shall  be  six  months.  A  complete  organization  of  the  Young 
People's  Society  will  only  require  the  appointment  of  the  first  four 
committees.    If  the  society  is  large,  have  all  the  committees  appointed. 

Article  VII. — Duties  of  Committees.  1.  Executive  Commit- 
tee.— The  pastor — or,  if  without  a  .pastor,  the  superintendent  of  the 
Sabbath  School —  with  the  officers  of  the  society,  and  chairmen  of  the 
committees,  shall  constitute  an  executive  committee.  This  committee 
shall  propose  new  work,  and  shall  see  that  written  reports  from  each 
committee  be  given  monthly  to  the  society,  and  shall  audit  the  treas- 
urer's accounts  before  he  turns  over  his  books  to  his  successors.  This 
committee  shall  do  all  in  their  power  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the 
society.  2.  Membership  Committee. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  com- 
mittee to  endeavor  to  bring  new  members  into  the  society,  assign  to 
them  some  Christian  work,  and  reclaim  any  that  seem  indifferent  to 
their  duties.  At  the  last  regular  prayer-meeting  of  each  month  the 
chairman  shall  announce  the  names  of  the  members  received  during 
the  month,  and  in  April  of  each  year  shall  strike  from  the  roll  all  who 
have  ceased  to  be  members  from  any  cause.  3.  Prayer-meeting  Com- 
mittee.— It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  committee  to  have  charge  of  the 
prayer-meeting,  see  that  topics  are  assigned,  leaders  and  speakers 
appointed,  and  that  all  other  necessary  arrangements  are  made.  4. 
Social  Committee. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  committee  to  meet  and 
welcome  strangers,  and  introduce  them  to  others;  to  act  as  ushers, 
and  to  use  such  means  as  suggest  themselves  to  promote  the  social 
interest  of  the  society.  5.  Good  Samaritan  Committee. — It  shall  be 
the  duty  of  this  committee  to  visit  those  who  are  sick  or  in  trouble, 
and  have  other  members  visit  them,  and  to  render  them  any  assist- 
ance in  their  power.  This  committee  shall  consult  frequently  with 
their  pastor.  6.  Missionary  Committee. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this 
committee  to  provide  for  an  occasional  missionary  meeting,  to  interest 
the  members  of  the  society  in  missionary  work.  This  committee 
shall  submit  their  programme  to  the  Prayer-meeting  Committee.  7. 
Temperance  Committee. — This  committee  shall  arrange  for  an  occa- 
sional temperance  meeting,  and  shall  do  all  in  their  power  to  promote 
the  temperance  cause.  This  committee  shall  submit  their  programme 
to  the  Prayer-meeting  Committee.  8.  Literature  Committee. — This 
committee  shall,  when  authorized  by  the  society,  establish  a  library 
and  reading  room,  and  purchase  periodicals,  and  arrange  for  a  circulat- 
ing library.  They  shall  prepare  and  forward  to  the  secretary  of  the 
Committee  on  Young  People's  Work  items  of  interest  concerning  the 
work  of  their  society. 

Article  VIII. — Making  Reports.  This  society  being  a  part 
of  the  working  force  of  the  congregation,  and  subject  to  the  control 
of  the  session  (as  are  all  departments  of  church  work),  shall  make  an 
annual  report  to  the  session,  to  be  forwarded  to  the  General  Assembly 
through  its  executive  committee. 
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By-Laws. 

The  society  shall  hold  a  prayer-meeting  once  a  week.  The  last 
ar  meeting  of  the  month  should  be  a  consecration  or  experience 
ng,  at  which  the  roll  shall  be  called. 

A  business  meeting  shall  be  held  once  a  month  at  another  time 
lour  than  that  occupied  by  the  prayer-meeting.  Special  meetings 
^e  called  by  three  members,  one  of  them  being  an  officer.  It  is 
imended  that  business  meetings  be  held  during  the  first  week  of 

month. 

Committees  for  special  work  may  be  appointed  any  time  by  a 
:>f  the  society. 

Officers  shall  be  elected  at  a  business  meeting  held  between  the 
and  second  Sabbaths  in  April.  The  term  of  officers  elected  at 
ther  time  shall  expire  the  first  week  in  April.  The  election  of 
rs  shall  be  by  ballot. 

The  officers  of  the  society  with  the  pastor  shall  appoint  the  com- 
es at  the  April  and  October  meetings.  In  April  the  newly 
d  officers  shall  be  given  a  reasonable  time  to  appoint  and  announce 
>mmittees — the  old  committees  holding  over  until  the  new  are 
inced. 
Members  moving  from  the  congregation  are  urged  to  obtain  a 

of  recommendation  to  the  society  into  whose  bounds  they  re- 
.  This  letter  should  be  signed  by  the  president  and  secretary  of 
wiety.  » 

The  above  by-laws  may  be  amended  at  any  business  meeting  by 
3  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present,  provided  that  a  notice 
»  proposed  amendment  has  been  given  at  a  regular  business  raeet- 
t  least  one  week  before  action  is  taken. 

members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  business  meetings. 
The  following  order  of  exercises  is  suggested  for  the  monthly 
ess  meetings:  1.  Devotional  exercises.  2.  Reading  of  min- 
3.  Report  of  committees  in  writing:  membership  committee; 
r-meeting  committee;  social  committee;  good  Samaritan  com- 
?;.  missionary  committee;  temperance  committee;  literature 
littee.     4.  Miscellaneous  business.     5.  Devotional  exercises. 

Order  of  Exercises  for  Prayer-Meeting. 

t  all  exercises  be  brief  and  varied.  What  follows  is  merely  a 
ESTION ;  any  other  plan  better  suited  to  your  meeting  should  be 
red  :  1.  Singing.  2.  Prayer  by  leader,  or  one  named  by  him. 
Eponsive  Scripture  reading.  4.  Season  of  prayer — three,  four, 
)r  six  leading  in  short  prayers.  5.  Singing.  6.  Subject  all- 
ied. 7.  Reading  parallel  passages.  8.  Remarks.  9.  Volun- 
•xercises.  10.  Collection.  11.  Lord's  prayer  in  concert,  or  ben- 
on. 

Suggestions  to  Members. 

Be  at  every  meeting.     You  cannot  afford  to  be  away. 
Be  on  time.     Being  tardy  may  show  a  lack  of  interest. 
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3.  Take  part  in  the  meeting.     A  short  prayer,  reading  a  verse  of 
Scripture  or  a  short  talk  will  help  you  and  help  others. 

4.  Feel  as  if  you  were  responsible  for  the  success  of  the  meeting, 
and  by  the  grace  of  God  resolve  to  make  every  meeting  number  one. 

5.  You  cannot  be  a  good  disciple  of  Christ  without  uniting  with 
God's  people  in  some  good  work. 

6.  Be  loyal  to  your  congregation.     Do  not  neglect  your  work  by 
attending  services  elsewhere.     Make  your  congregation  your  home. 


Notes  and  Items. 

The  union  between  the  1st  and  3d  New  York  congregations  has 
been  effected,  the  name  of  the  3d  church  being  retained. 

The  brethren  must  be  earnest  in  prayer  for  the  foreign  missionaries. 
The  Turkish  government  is  unusually  active  in  repressing  Christian 
work  in  that  empire,  as  far  as  possible.  Prayer  must  be  offered  that 
the  missionaries  may  have  all  needed  grace,  and  that  the  Lord  may 
keep  them  from  all  ill. 

An  Italian  Mission  Sabbath  School  has  been  carried  on  now  for 
some  time  in  Philadelphia,  under  the  superintendence  of  elder  Win. 
G.  Carson,  of  the  1st  congregation.  It  is  located  in  the  southeast  dis- 
trict of  Philadelphia,  in  the  heart  of  the  Italian  «colony.  A  similar 
work  has  been  begun  in  the  Allegheny  church. 

The  editors  do  not  agree  on  the  Geneva  case,  as  already  indicated, 
nor  do  they  agree  on  the  wisdom  under  the  circumstances  in  our  pres- 
bytery, of  falling  in  with  the  promoters  of  the  late  convention,  uuder 
their  call  of  February  7th.  Many  in  the  presbytery  agree  with  us, 
apart  from  the  Society  question.  February  6th  was  fresh  in  mind.  The 
local  effect  has  been  to  fan  the  embers.  The  wider  effect  should  be  better. 

This  whole  subject  needs  thought  on  a  broader  plane  than  the  mat- 
ter of  praise  alone,  important  as  it  is.  The  retiring  moderator  at  the 
last  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  the  opening 
sermon,  pronounced  for  denominational  rather  than  inter-denomina- 
tional union  among  their  young  people.  We  have  before  us  as  we  write 
discussions  by  Methodists  and  also  by  United  Presbyterians  pleading 
for  denominational  union  of  their  youth,  rather  than  inter-denomina- 
tional union,  and  pointing  out,  as  has  Dr.  McKibben,  elements  of  weak- 
ness in  the  present  much-lauded  arrangement.  Three  things  are  speci- 
fied as  desirable — church  leadership,  church  literature  and  church 
fellowship.  The  Epworth  League,  and  Our  Young  People  testify  to 
the  success  of  these  pleas.  This  is  not  Steel iteism.  The  question  is 
not  the  same  as  for  the  National  Reform  Association,  the  National 
Christian  Association,  etc.  It  has  features  of  its  own.  Much  that  is 
written  lacks  calmness  of  judgment,  and  one  might  well  forbear  lest  be 
increase  the  irritation.  W. 
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"Let  us  in  the  first  place  beware  of  obscuring  the,point  at  issue. 
It  will  not  do  to  use  such  phrases  'as  our  owu  usages.'     It  is  not  a 
mere  question  of  '  usage.'     It  is  an  evasion  to  say  that  '  the  object  of 
the  convention  is  not  worship.'     That  is  very  true,  but  the  question 
is,  Are  the  hymns  sung  in  the  convention  as  an  act  of  worship  ?     Do 
those  who  sing  them  do  it  in  the  praise  of  God  ?     None  of  those,  I 
think,  who  object  to  Covenanters  taking  part  in  meetings  where  hymns 
are  sung,  are  so  ignorant  as  to  think  that  the  singing  of  a  sacred  song 
in  such  an  assembly  is  in  itself  wrong,  any  more  than  reading  an  ex- 
tract out  of  some  religious  book  would  be.     But  when  it  is  used  as  a 
vehicle  of  praise,  and  so  understood  by  those  present  as  is  the  case  in 
these  assemblies,  if  I  am  not  much  mistaken,  that  is  quite  a  different 
matter.     Even  the  phrase  '  loyalty  to  our  own  church '  does  not  cover 
the  ground.     Covenanters  contend  for  Christ's  headship  over  the  na- 
tions.    Let  us  not  cast  into  the  background  his  headship  over  the 

church I  have  in  mind  a  young  lady  who  had  spent  a 

summer  at  a  place  where  she  attended  the  Episcopal  service  and  took 
part  in  it.  'You  would  not  believe/  she  said,  'how  soon  one  gets 
accustomed  to  it.'  Alas!  it  is  only  too  easy  to  believe.  Well,  that 
young  lady  is  no  longer  a  member  of  the  Covenanter  Church.  So  it 
is.  You  go,  you  hear,  by  and  by  the  enthusiasm  carries  you  away, 
you  join  in  it.  Then  it  does  not  seem  so  bad ;  the  words  are  really 
beautiful,  eta,  and  the  end  is  that  the  place  where  you  dwell  is  too 
strait  for  you,  and  shall  I  say  you  are  lost  to  the  Covenanter  Church  ? 
No,  but  it  is  lost  to  you." — A  Letter  from  Mersine,  in  Christian  Re- 
former, February  9th. 

"  Christ  the  King  "  is  the  title  of  a  new  book  by  Rev.  J.  M • 
Foster,  pastor  of  the  2d  Reformed  Presbyterian  church,  Boston,  Mass. 
The  work  contains  448  pages,  including  preface  and  introduction. 
The  preface  is  a  retutation  of  \V.  C.  Wood's  article  in  Our  Day  on 
"God  iu  the  Constitution,"  wherein  he  advocates  such  a  recognition, 
but  declares  against  the  Christian  element  of  the  proposed  amend- 
ments— a  compromise  needing  to  be  watched.  The  introduction  is  the 
address  of  the  late  John  Alexander,  "The  History  and  Purpose  of 
the  National  Reform  Movement."  This  was  prepared  as  a  lecture  to 
the  students  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Theological  Seminary  at  Alle- 
gheny, but  was  delivered  by  their  courteous  arrangement,  to  the  wider 
audience  at  the  National  Reform  Convention  in  Allegheny,  in  the  fall 
of  1893.  This  was  a  timely  production,  as  Mr.  Alexander  was  far 
advanced  in  life,  and  such  a  history  was  needed  from  his  pen.  The 
body  of  Mr.  Foster's  book  is  a  series  of  papers  on  Christ  the  King. 
His  claims  are  set  forth  in  many  ways,  under  various  types,  the  book 
opening  with  a  consideration  of  the  Christian  State,  in  an  exposition 
of  Romans  13:  1-7. 

The  Christian  Cynosure  says  in  its  notice:  " Mr.  Foster  must  not 
be  rated  as  an  enthusiast,  although  he  does  not  lack  for  enthusiasm. 
As  a  Covenanter  he  would  be  untrue  to  the  principles  of  his  denomi- 
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nation  if  he  hesitated  to  claim  for  the  Saviour,  the  Advocate,  and  the 
Mediator  of  men — to  whom  all  power  in  heaven  and  earth  has  been 
given — the  kingly  prerogatives  with  which  his  heavenly  Father  has 
invested  him.  How  any  true  Christian  can  do  otherwise,  in  the  light 
of  gospel  truth  and  the  leadings  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  is  surprising. 
True,  the  Lord  has  delegated  sovereign  powers  to  human  rulers,  bur 
even  the  'most  careless  observer  must  confess  that  these  men  have  not 
been  faithful  to  the  King  of  kings,  but  have  fearfully  perverted  his 
teachings  and  commands." 

The  mechanical  execution  of  the  book  is  good,  James  H.  Earle,  178 
Washington  street,  being  the  publisher.  It  is  embellished  with  five 
portraits— those  of  the  author,  Mr.  John  Alexander,  Joseph  Cook, 
Dr.  J.  R.  W.  Sloane  and  Dr.  A.  M.  Milligan,  and  is  sold  for  $1.50. 
Orders  are  to  be  sent  to  the  author,  Rev.  J.  M.  Foster,  56  Piuckney 
street,  Boston,  Mass.  W. 

John  Alexander  died  in  Philadelphia  on  Wednesday,  the  27th 
of  February.  His  death  has  record  here  on  account  of  his  relation  to 
the  National  Reform  movement.  The  distress  of  the  country  during 
the  Civil  War  had  led  to  conferences  among  Christian  men.  At  one 
of  these  held  in  Xenia,  Ohio,  February  3, 1863,  a  paper  of  Mr.  Alex- 
ander's was  handed  in  calling  attention  to  the  national  dishonor  done 
to  God  as  the  original  sin  of  the  nation,  and  proposing  an  amendment 
in  definite  form  to  be  inserted  in  the  preamble  of  the  Constitution: 
"  We,  the  people  of  the  United  States  (recognizing  the  being  and  attri- 
butes of  almighty  God,  the  divine  authority  of  the  holy  Scripture?, 
the  law  of  God  as  the  paramount  rule,  and  Jesus  the  Messiah,  the 
Saviour  and  the  Lord  of  all),  in  order, "  etc.  This  was  the  basis  of 
the  form  adopted  by  the  National  Reform  Association,  which  was  or- 
ganized in  Allegheny,  January  27, 1864.  For  thirty-one  years  he  was 
the  constant  friend  of  this  great  movement.  Mr.  Alexander  was  born 
in  1805,  of  Covenanter  parentage.  He  did  business  in  Pittsburgh, 
Xenia  and  Philadelphia.  He  was  for  more  than  fifty  years  an  eider 
in  the  United  Presbyterian  Church — for  thirty-five  of  these  years  in 
the  2d  church,  Philadelphia.  He  was  long  a  member  of  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board  of  that  church.  Mr.  Alexander  was  twice  married, 
his  second  wife,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  Duncan,  of  Xenia,  dying  in  1877. 
Three  sons  and  one  daughter  survive.  Thus  has  closed  a  life  having 
an  important  bearing  on  the  cause  of  Christ  in  this  land.  What  be 
was  prompted  to  do  should  encourage  us.  In  the  lecture  he  gave  in 
1893  and  referred  to  by  us  in  the  notice  of  u  Christ  the  King,"  Mr. 
Alexander  speaks  of  his  early  life  in  Western  Pennsylvania,  and  of 
the  "  seed  sowing  by  Drs.  John  Black,  James  R.  Willson  and  others 
of  that  type."  This  links  the  present  National  Reform  movement 
with  the  labors  of  these  early  Covenanter  ministers.  A  faithful  testi- 
mony must  always  aid  that  movement.  Men  rise  up  and  bless  the 
memory  of  departed  witnesses.  In  other  parts  of  his  address,  he  pay8 
a  tribute  to  the  Covenanter  Church,  naming  among  her  ministry  now 
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lea<l,  Drs.  Spronll,  Willson,  Sloane,  Milligan  and  Wylie ;  of 
he  living,  Drs.  H.  H.  George,  Stevenson,  McAllister,  and  saying: 
1  The  Covenanter  Church  is  the  only  denomination  that  has  adopted 
nir  association  as  one  of  its  schemes  or  objects  for  which  their  Syno  1 
or  many  years  has  made  liberal  annual  appropriations,  and  for  the 
laymcnt  of  which  collections  are  made  yearly  in  all  their  congrega- 
ions."  Mr.  Alexander's  paper  near  the  close  has  this:  "I  would 
uggest  that  as  the  kingship  of  Christ  and  the  supremacy  of  his  law 
s  the  central  idea  Ivjm  which  ail  our  proposed  reform-*  logically  ema- 
nate, we  should  noxo  crystallize  all  otir  attainments  in  efforts  to  have  our 
Constitution  amended  ;  as  upon  the  principle  that  the  greater  contains 
the  less,  an  amendment  proclaiming  the  autJwritg  of  Christ  over  all  men 
ami  nations  would  be  an  acknowledgment  of  his  kingship  and  furnish 
on  unanswerable  argument  in  our  fundamental  law  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  our  Christian  Sabbath  and  for  all  the  other  reforms  which  we 
advocate.11  The  italics  are  his,  and  it  is  a  noble  suggestion  near  the 
close  of  a  lite.  W. 

Bible    Lessons. 

SECOND    QUAHTKR,    1895. 

l,i;SSO!\    I.— April  7. 

THE  TRIUMPHAL  ENTRY.-Mark  11 :  1-11. 

Goldkn  Text  :  Hotanna  ;  Blessed  is  he  that  comelh  in  the  name  of  c/ie  Lord. — 
Mark  11:  9. 

The  parallel  passages  are  Matthew  21 :  1-11  ;  Luke  19:  29-44  ;  John  12:  12-16. 
Jesus  had  passed  through  Jericho,  and  it  seems,  remained  on  the  Jewish  Sabbath 
in  Bethany,  where  in  the  evening  a  feast  was  made  in  the  house  of  Simon,  where 
Mary  anointed  his  body— for  his  burial.  See  John  12  :  1-9.  Thus  the  first  day  of 
the  week,  now  the  Christian  Sabbath,  would  mark  the  triumphal  entry.  Christ 
is  about  to  enter  Jerusalem,  as  foretold  in  the  prophecy  of  Zechariah  9:9: 
"Rejoice  greatly,  O  dau  liter  of  Zion  ;  shout,  (.)  daughter  ot  Jerusalem  ;  behold, 
tby  King  cometh  uuto  thee."  Now  that  he  is  about  lo  suffer,  he  must  suiter 
Dublicly  as  the  Messiah.  Me  is  Israel's  Prophet,  Priest  and  King.  He  first 
evidences  his  knowledge  and  his  power  in  providing  means  for  his  triumphal 
entry.  He  sends  two  of  his  disciples  into  the  village  near  by.  They  will  obtain 
the  animal  he  needs  for  this  occasion  by  his  direction  and  constraining  power. 
The  owner  was  led  by  this  power  to  consent  to  let  the  ass  go  for  the  time  for  the 
•ervice  of  Christ.  It  is  by  this  power  the  church  abides.  He  bade  his  disciples  to 
pray  to  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  that  he  would  send  forth  laborers  into  his  har- 
vest. The  ascended  Lord  stopped  in  the  way  the  persecuting  Saul.  He  called 
him  to  his  service.  Now  Jesus  has  a  day  of  triumph.  The  disciples  brought 
the  colt  to  Jesus,  and  they  having  placed  their  garments  on  him  Jesus  sat 
thereon  ;  and  amid  the  homage  and  shoutings  of  the  people  Jesus  passed  from 
iiethany  to  Jerusalem,  alonir  the  southern  road  around  the  Mount  of  Olives, 
When  the  royal  city  came  iuto  view,  and  descending  the  hill  and  rising  again 
beyond  the  Kedron  the  moving  peopie  entered  the  city  before  and  after  its  true 
King.  As  they  went  they  cried  out,  in  the  words  of  the  118th  Psalm  :  "  IIo- 
*aona ;  Blessed  is  he  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.'*  Ilosanna  is  save 
&©w,  and  the  greeting  is  to  the  Messiah,  the  ono  outburst  which  is  yet  to  be  the 
voice  of  all  peoples  :  *'Men  shall  be  blessed  in  him  ;  all  nations  shall  call  him 
blessed."  Psalm  72  :  17.  The  people  cry  :  '*  Blessed  be  the  kingdom  of  our 
father  David."  Compare  II.  Samuel  7  :  1G  ;  Luke  2:  14;  and  Rev.  5:13. 
Jeeus  entered  Jerusalem,  and  visited  the  temple,  looking  about  it  on  all  that  \q*& 
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there.  How  desolate  it  was  without  the  Spirit's  abiding  there  !  How  uttarif 
waste  it  was  to  be  !  Its  moral  ruin  was  followed  by  its  actual  overthrow.  Yet 
the  Saviour  had  appeared.  He  came  to  his  own.  But  they  received  him  not 
He  had  yet  to  suffer  ere  he  was  exalted  to  the  heavenly  majesty.  He  will  jet 
appear  in  triumph.  Let  us  rejoice  in  our  Kuler. 
Psalms  118  :  24-29  ;  110  :  5-7. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  38.     What  benefits  do  believer t  receive  from  Christ  at  the  resurrectiont 
Ans.    At  the  resurrection,  believers  being  raised  up  in  glory,  shall  be  openly 

acknowledged  and  acquitted  in  the  day  of  judgment.,  and  made  perfectly  Weaed 

in  the  full  enjoying  of  God  to  all  eternity. 


LESSON    11.— April  14. 

THE  WICKED  HUSBANDMEN. -Mark  12 :  1-12. 

Golden  Text  :     Tfuy  will  reverence  my  son.— Mark  12 :  6. 

The  parallel  passages  are  Matt.  21  :  33-4(5 ;    Luke  20 :  9-19.     Jesus  had 
up  from  Bethany  to  Jerusalem  both  the  day  following  his  triumphal  entry  and 
the  next  day.     This  is  the  second  of  three  parables  that  he  spoke  on  the  litter 
day.     He  was  surrounded  by  enemies  as  well  as  friends.     For  the  one  and  tin 
other  he  spake  this  parable.     "  The  scope  of  the  parable  is  twofold,  that  it  might 
charge  ingratitude  upon  the  priests  as  full  of  perfidy  and  wickedness ;  and  tilt 
it  might  take  away  the  offence  which  would  soon  be  occasioned  by  the  approach- 
ing death  of  Christ''  (Calvin.)      Here  was  a  recounting  of  God's  favor  tad 
mercy  to  Israel,  under  the  figure  of   a  prepared  vineyard.     Here  we  bin  ■ 
account  of  the  opportunities  and  responsibilities  of  the  people  and  of  their  leaden,  ; 
of  the  treatment  they  accorded   God's  messengers  to  them,  of  the  wondernl , 
gift  of  Christ,  of  the  plotting  against  him,  of  the  judgment  and  dispossession  of ; 
his  murderers,  of  the  fulfillment  of  the  Scripture  regarding  Christ,  of  the  deati . 
and  exaltation  of  Christ.    The  118th  Psalm  and  22d  verse  is  quoted.    What  a  ■ 
prophecy  this  Psalm  was  of  these  last  days  !    On  the  day  of  triumphal  entry,  j 
verses  24  and  26  were  used  in  the  people's  shout  to  Israel's  true  Lord  and 
Saviour.    The  next  day  in  the  temple,  the  children  repeated  the  words.    Now 
the  close  connection  between  his  humiliation  and  exaltation,  as  in  the  Psalm,  i*  • 
shown  in  the  events  of  this  week.    As  Jesus  refers  to  it,  he  knows  the  erowi  ' 
of  glory  is  obtained  by  the  pathway  of  the  cross.     The  Scribes  and  Pharisee  . 
knew  the  aim  of  the  parable,  and  in  their  hate  would  have  seized  Christ,  bol  , 
they  were  afraid  of  the  people  and  went  their  way — for  a  little.    This  parable  * 
a  continued  lesson.    Opportunities  and  responsibilities  go  together.    They  an 
multiplied.    God  warns  us  lest  we  turn  against  his  faithful  servants,  who  would 
call  uk  to  render  to  God   his  due.    Unfaithful   Christians  may  turn  against  the ; 
prophets  of  God,  and  seek  their  life.     When  this  comes  to  pass  judgment  is  oear 
at  hand.     But  for  the  faithful  messenger  after  the  cross  is  the  crowu.    "If*0 
suffer  we  shall  also  reign  with  him.''  II.  Timothy  2  :  12. 

Psalms  118  :  17-23  ;  22  :  29-31. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  89.     What  is  the  duty  which  God  requireth  of  man  f 

Ans.     The  duty  which  God  requireth  of  man  is  obedience  to  his  revealed  will- 


l<l£SSOX  III.— April  21. 

WATCHFULH  E8S.-Matthew  24 :  42-51. 

Golden  Text  :     Take  ye  lued,  watch  and  pray. — Matt.  13:  33. 

There  is  marked  for  this  Sabbath  also  an  optional  Easter  lesson,  I.  Cor.  15: 
314,  with  I.  Cor.  15:  20,  as  the  Golden  Text,  and  this  lessou  is  given  in  tbe 
Sabbath  School  books  ot  non-liturgical  churches  without  remark.  The  Sabbath 
is  a  weekly  commemoration  of  the  resurrection  of  Christ.  The  optional  lea** 
breaks  in  on  the  order  of  lessons,  for  the  next  lesson  is  The  Lord's  Supper* 
April  28th,  and  in  due  order  of  study  on  June  2d,  The  Resurrection  of  Jesus* 
studied  in  Mark  16 : 1-8.    With  a  Christinas  lesson  for  December  22d,  it  is  easty 
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d  that  this  anion  of  lessons  is  being  used  'to  bring  the  churches  into  the 
»ep  of  the  Church  Year  that  conies  to  us  not  from  apostolic  but  from  Papal 
ristianity.  We  take  up  the  regular,  not  the  optional  lesson.  The  subject  is 
itchfulness.  Jesus  had  taught  in  the  temple  during  the  day,  and  then 
Bed  ont  of  the  city,  over  the  brook  Kedron,  and  up  the  ascent  of  Olivet,  and 
down  with  his  disciples  overlooking  the  temple*  They  had  pointed  to  its 
ldiogs  in  leaving  it,  and  he  had  foretold  its  destruction.  Now  he  discourses 
length  to  them,  as  to  the  end  so  near  at  hand  of  all  the  glory  that  they  saw. 
e  coming  of  the  Son  of  Man  is  announced.  It  is  a  coming  of  the  Lord,  in 
iling  with  those  who  are  answerable  to  God  for  great  privileges  bestowed, 
matters  not  in  what  relations  men  are  found,  whether  in  the  nation  or  in  the 
arch.  Their  organizing  does  not  give  release.  He  is  the  Governor  of  the 
lions.  This  passage  deals  peculiarly  with  the  individual,  urging  watchfulness, 
hen  Christ  will  come  no  one  knows.  The  faithful  and  wise  servant  is  ever 
ligent  and  watchful.  He  shall  be  blessed,  and  shall  receive  glory  from  the 
xl  of  his  salvation.  The  evil  servant  takes  advantage  of  the  delay  in  the 
ming  of  Christ.  He  indulges  in  worldly  living,  vice  and  sin.  The  Lord's 
ming  to  him  will  be  a  fearful  awakening  and  his  doom  fearful. 
What  of  a  drunkard's  life  ?  His  labor  goes  for  the  gratification  ot  his  appe- 
*  for  drink,  his  mind  is  clouded,  he  is  in  a  stupor,  bis  body  wears  away,  till 
e  grave  opens  to  receive  it.  What  an  awful  business  he  is  in  who  panders  to 
is  poor  man's  thirst  for  drink  I  We  must  be  watchful  against  all  self-indul- 
ince,  and  be  diligent  in  the  Lord's  service. 
Psalms  26 :  9-12 ;  50 :  21-23. 

shorter  catechi8m. 

Que*.  40.  What  did  Ood  at  first  reveal  to  man  for  the  rule  of  his  obedience  t 
An*.  The  rule  which  God  at  first  revealed  to  man  for  his  obedience,  was  the 
oral  law. 


LESSON  IV.— April  28. 

THE  LORD'S  SUPPKK -Mark  14 :  12-26. 

Golden  Text  :     This  do  in  remembrance  of  me. — Luke  22  :  19. 
Jesus  continued  on  the  way  to  Bethany  after  the  teaching  on  Olivet.    There 
i  remained  till  the  day  before  the  passover,  when  he  made  preparation  for  its 
xervanoe.    The  disciples  came  to  him  with  their  inquiry  because  Jesus  was  a 
•ithful  observer  of  the  law,  and  desired  to  eat  the  passover  with  them  before 
e  suffered.    By  the  exercise  of  the  same  divine  power  as  exhibited  in  providing 
>r  his  triumphal  entry  into  Jerusalem,  Jesus  provided  for  this  observance.     In 
le  same  manner  he  gave  minute  directions,  and  the  words,  The  Master  saitb, 
'ere  enough.    The  customary  hospitality  is  not  a  full  explanation  of  the  event, 
i  recorded  here,  and  in  the  other  gospels.  Matt.  26 :  17-80  ;  Luke  22 :  7  28.    The 
ffelve  gathered  about  the  table,  when  Jesus  singled  out  his  betrayer,  but  only 
Iter  a  searching  examination  by  the  disciples  among  themselves  after  his  words, 
hie  of  you  shall  betray  me.    He  gave  the   token  and  Judas  went  out  on  his 
rrand  of  blood,  Satan  having  entered  into  his  heart.    The  avenue  by  which  he 
ntered  seems  to  have  been  covetousness,  for  John  says  he  was  a  thief.    Out  of 
be  bosom  of  the  church  itself  have  come  some  of  her  worst  foes.     Pride  and 
ovetou8ness  need  to  be  subdued,  lest  Satan  take  advantage  of  us.     Humility 
}  a  wondrous  safe-guard,  and  with  it  contentment.    In  all  that  was  done  either 
gainst  our  Lord  or  for  him,  the  word  of  God  was  fulfilled.    It  was  written,  in 
eree  21*,  refers  to  the  prophecies,  as  in  Psalm  22,  Isaiah  53,  and  Dauiel  9.    The 
assover  being  finished,  Jesus  instituted  the  Lord's  Supper,  using  the  elements 
aat  were  on  the  table,  and  thus  in  a  plain  rite  he  has  signified  to  all  the  full  im- 
ort  of  the  work  he  executed.    The  bread  is  the  emblem  of  his  body,  broken  for 
oners.     The  wine  is  the  emblem  of  his  blood,  shed  for  sinners,  and  the  partak- 
er of  them  signifies  participation   in  the  benefits  of  his  salvation.      I.  Cor.  1 1 : 
•-26  gives  a  full  accouut  of  the  same  service,  and  is  the  passage  usually  read  in 
e  administration  of  the  Lord's  Supper  among  us.     This  was  the  first  and  last 
rthly  observance  of  this  by  our  Lord.     He  looked  forward  to  their  union  with 
m  in  liis  heavenly  kinednm.    Having  instituted  this  sacrament,  our  Lord  went 
tb  bie  disciples  across  the  brook,  after  singing  a  portion  of  the  Psalms — the 
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"  hymn"  of  verse  26  being  part  of  the  Hallel  of  the  Jewish  service.    See  Pntav 
lia-118. 
Psalms  116 :  5-8  ;  13-19. 

shorter  catechism. 

Que*.  41.     Wliere  is  the  moral  law  summarily  compreliended  f 

sin*.    The  moral  law  is  summarily  comprehended  in  the  ten  commandment*. 
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ARPVIAGES, 


By  Rev.  J.'  W.  Sproull,  I).  D.,  Februai y  20,  1895  at  229  North  avenue,  Alle- 
gheny, William  Appkl  and  Lizzik  Parkkr,  of  Allegheny. 
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Mils.  Nancy  Dunn,  widow  of  A.  A.  Dunn,  died  of  apoplexy,  at  Moroinj 
Sun,  Iowa,  February  5,  18')5,  aged  79  years.  She  was  a  life  long  member  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church.  At  different  times,  before  the  final  stroke, 
which  rendered  her  unconscious,  she  gave  expression  to  her  confidence  iu  tbe 
words  :     "  lie  will -not  leave  me  ;  he  will  carry  me  through."  C.  D.  T. 

Mrs.  Clara  J.  Preston,  wife  of  J.  W.  Preston,  died  of  pneumonia,  at  ber 
home  near  Burdett,  Kan.,  January  17,  1895,  aged  37  years,  leaving  six  children. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  recently  disorganized  congregation  of  Burdeti.  Of 
her  death  bed  she  gave  expression  to  her  assurauce  of  eternal  life  in  the  wordi 
of  the  Psalm  : 

"  And  in  God's  house  forever  more 
My  dwelling  place  shall  be."  C.  D.  T. 

Dikd  in  Allegheny,  Pa.,  at  the  home  of  her  son-in-law,  Mr.  F.  C  Watson, 
February  6,  1895,  Mrs.  Jankt  Logan,  wife  of  Mr.  Matthew  Cameron,  iu  the 
70th  year  of  her  age .  Her  sickness  was  of  short  duration,  the  disease,  pneumonia 
doing  its  work  in  a  few  days.  Mrs.  Cameron  wjis  a  rnemtor  when  in  Scotland 
of  tho  Glasgow  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church.  After  coining  to  America*!* 
connected  with  Central  Allegheny.  Regular  in  her  attendance  upon  t 'ie  ordi- 
nances, public  and  social,  deeply  interested  in  tho  welfare  of  the  congregation  t 
liberal  contributor,  gentle,  kind  and  benevolent  in  her  disposition,  consistent  it 
her  daily  life,  she  was  held,  deservedly,' in  high  esteem  by  her  fellow  inemlitf*- 
ller  death  was  that  of  the  righteous — i>e;ice.  Knowing  that  the  end  was  near, 
she  calmly  yet  confidently  expressed  her  assurance  of  an  interest  in  the  work  of 
her  divine  Saviour  and  her  willingness  to  go  when  he  would  call.  Her  hut- 
band,  who  by  this  bereavement  has  been  deprived  of  the  presence  of  his  loving 
wile,  and  their  children  who  now  no  longer  enjoy  tin*  presence  of  a  most  tender 
and  thoughtful  mother,  have  the  sincere  sympathy  of  their  many  friends. 

Mrs.  Makoarkt  Pollock  Houston,  wife  of  elder  David  Houston,  departed 
this  life  on  November  16,  1894.    She  was  a  member  of  the  3d  New  York  con* 
gregation.     She  had  walked  with  God  in  the  public  profession  of  his  name  fof 
nearly  sixty  years.     Many  and  blessed  were  her  experiences.     Possessed  of  uu- 
wavering  fait  h,  she  ft  ared  not  though    she   should    walk  through  the  valley  ol 
death.     Her  expressions  of  joy  in  her  Lord  lightened  tho  burden  iu  their  boot 
of  parting.     She  w»nt  in  fullest  confidence  into  the  p: esence  of  her  Kedeemtf 
ami  God.     Hers  was  a  tiiumphant  death      Mrs.  Houston  had  many  traits* 
character  which  made  her  especially  beloved  of  all  who  knew  her.     Her  hospi- 
table home  was  always  open,  and  the  stranger  and  friend  received  alike  a  wart* 
welcome.    Her  conversation  was  heavenly  and,  hence,  uplifting.    She  triumpbeA 
over  difficulties,  seeing  him  who  is  invisible.     She  lived  in  constant  anticipation 
of  the  time   when   she   should   ascend  and  be  with  Christ.      She  wasalovdj 
Christian  character,  and  not  only  docs  her  vacant  chair  bring  sadness  to  herliu* 
band   and  family,  but  her  wide  circle  of  friends  sensibly  feel  her  departure. 
May  the  Lord,  who  comforteth  his  sorrowing  children,  give  heavenly  confloW 
tion.  Com- 
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SVe  agree  with  our  brother  editor's  remarks  as  to  the  article  in 
Christian  Cynosure.     If  any  have  a  milder  way  of  dealing  with 
se  publications  than  the  editors  have  taken,  let  it  be  tried  for  the 
Ifare  of  the  church. 

These  words  come  to  us  from  Canada  in  a  letter  enclosing  the 
►r's  subscription  for  this  pamphlet :  "  This  I  am  glad  to  say  is 
i  fortieth  year  I  have  received  it.  Wishing  it  all  prosperity  as 
g  as  it  lasts,  &e."  George  Frazer. 

The  programme  of  the  Women's  Missionary  Society,  of  the  Pitts- 
rgh  Presbytery,  for  its  tenth  annual  meeting,  has  been  issued.  Mrs. 
0.  Wylie,  is  president.  The  exercises  as  outlined  will  attract  many, 
nong  others  Miss  Edgar,  of  the  Latakiyeh  Mission,  will  give  an 
dress.     We  look  for  a  full  attendance. 


Two  Presbyterian  Pilgrimages  are  announced  for  this  summer,  one 
iling  June  15th,  for  the  European  tour,  ui  der  the  auspices  of  the 
nladelphia  Presbyterian.  The  other  sailing  June  26,  under 
b  auspices  of  the  New  York  Evangelist.  The  latter  names  in  the 
ogramme:  "  Wigton,  Drumclog,  Both  well  Bridge,  Sanquhar — the 
ry  names  set  on  fire  the  very  blood  of  every  loyal  Presbyterian.  It 
an  inspiration,  as  well  as  a  profound  pleasure,  to  tread  in  the  steps 
the 'Scots  Worthies.' " 

Not  long  ago,  a  Scotch  Free  Church  pastor  resigned  his  charge  on 
xmnt  of  his  devotion  to  literary  work  in  which  he  has  been  so  suc- 
rful.  We  refer  to  S.  R.  Crockett,  the  author  of  "The  Stickit 
nister."  Now  there  comes  from  his  pen  "  The  Men  of  the  Moss 
igs"  telling  of  the  "  killing  times"  in  Scotland.  The  hero  is  young 
fiiam  Gordon  of  Earl&toun.  Ayrsmoss  and  Sanquhar,  come  into 
story  with  the  martyrs  and  confessors  of  Jesus,  and  their  persecu- 
f— -the  story  of  two  hundred  years  ago  written  for  the  popular 
Jing  of  our  day. 
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The  Presbyteiian  states:  "It  is  reported  that  of  the  202  medical 
missionaries  in  the  foreign  missionary  field,  101  have  been  trained  in 
Edinburgh,  and  in  the  medical  department  of  the  famous  University. 
It  is  n.ot  the  unskilled,  or  medical  adventurers,  who  are  going  on 
missions  to  the  heathen  world.  Gifts  and  acquirements  which  would 
command  fine  positions  and  large  pecuniary  returns  at  heme,  are 
freely  consecrated  to  the  service  of  Christ  in  the  healing  of  the  bodies 
and  the  guidance  of  the  souls  of  men,  and  this  as  freely  by  young 
women  as  by  young  men."  It  appears  that  there  js  a  noteworthy 
advance  in  the  requirements  for  graduates  in  medicine  in  our  western 
world,  A  course  of  two  years  sometime  ago,  with  preparatory  read- 
ing under  a  preceptor  was  accepted,  a  third  year  being  recommended, 
but  yet  optional.  Afterwards  the  required  course  was  extended,  and 
now  our  eastern  schools  are  requiring  four  years  study,  and  the  Com- 
monwealth comes  in  and  supplements  this  advance  step  by  organizing 
an  examining  board  whose  approbation  is  required  before  one  may 
practice  his  profession.     This  movement  will  take  hold  and  be  more 
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The  Mission  Conference  is  to  meet  on  June  6th,  at  9  a.  m.,  at  Den- 
ver. It  is  made  up  of  the  Central  Boaid  of  Missions;  and  a  delegate 
from  each  of  the  presbyteries.  It  is  very  import«nt  that  his  meeting 
be  fully  and  promptly  attended.  More  and  more  are  calls  made  upon 
the  Board  for  Home  work,  and  the  meeting  in  the  west  is  to  arouse 
the  church  to  a  greater  sense  of  the  needs  of  our  widely  scattered  settle- 
ments, the  funds  need  to  be  increased,  and  counsel  to  be  had  as  to  the 
wisest  distribution.  There  are  appeals  made  to  the  Domestic 
Mission  Fund  that  were  formerly   made  to  the  Sustentation  Fund. 

» 

The  Board  has  endeavored  to  preserve  the  line  between  the  various 
schemes.  Presbyteries  should  name  their  delegates,  and  where  none 
has  been  appointed,  the  moderator  or  clerk  might  give  information 
that  is  needed. 

The  Christian  Reformer,  of  March  30th,  notes :  "Rev.  I.  T.  E. 
McBurney  reports  the  work  at  Wahoo  in  an  encouraging  condition. 
The  Christian  Endeavor  Society  is  showing  its  fruitful ness  and  ag- 
gressiveness by  securing  the  use  of  the  inspired  Psalms  in  union 
meetings."  It  only  shows  the  difficulties  in  our  way,. and  does  not 
diminish  aught  from  the  above  commendation,  but  rather  adds  to  it 
to  give  an  extract  irom  his  letter  of  March  11th,  read  to  the  Central 
Board  :  "  About  three  weeks  ago  there  was  an  effort  made  to  form  a 
city  union  of  the  Christian  Endeavor  Societies  for  the  purpose  of 
having  the  lecture  course  of  the  Missionary  Extension  Society.  Mr. 
Ren.  Lee  and  Minnie  Manners  were  our  delegates  to  this  meeting. 
They  asked  to  have  this  union  formed  on  a  psalter  singing  basis. 
There  was  a  strong  effort  made  to  put  them  off  this  course,  but  they 
at  last  succeeded  in  gaining  their  point,  and  then  the  other  societies 
one  by  one  withdrew  from  the  union,  the  Presbyterian  minister  giving 
as  his  reason  that  "  for  them  to  agree  to  sing  the  psalms  in  their 
meeting  would  be  an  admission  that  the  hymns  were  wrong." 
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widely  extended.  The  advance  in  knowledge  must  be  meet  by  a  cor- 
responding increase  in  the  term  of  preparation.  There  is  also  the 
call  of  the  community  whose  intelligence  on  all  subjects  is  constantly 
growiug.     The  same  thing  will  appear  in  theological  training. 

The  month  of  the  great  church  assemblies  is  here.     There  are 

Juestions  in  all  churches  that  awaken  concern.  Even  those  that 
utter  themselves  that  all  is  well  may  be  purchasing  their  peace  at  the 
price  of  yielding  to  the  inroads  of  evil.  The  Presbyterian  Church  has 
had  noted  losses  by  death  during  the  past  year,  Kev.  Dr.  James  Mc- 
Cosh,  dying  November  16th.  He  was  born  at  Cars-Keoch,  in  Ayr- 
shire, Scotland,  April  1,  1811,  ami  became  president  of  Princeton 
College  in  1868.  Rev.  Dr.  W.  G.  T.  Sbedd,  died  October  17th. 
He  was  born  at  Acton,  Massachusetts,  June  21,  1820,  and  in  1863 
became  professor  in  Union  Theological  Seminary,  New  York. 
He  was  an  earnest  opponent  of  the  errors  of  Dr.  Briggs  of  the 
same  institution.  These  deaths  in  1894  recall  the  loss  to  the 
cause  of  anti-secrecy,  in  the  death  on  November  11th,  of  Rev.  Henry 
L.  Kellogg,  for  twenty  years  the  able  editor  of  the  Christian  Cyno- 
wre.  Injury  received  in  efforts  during  a  fire  at  his  home  resulted  in 
his  death.  Another  noteworthy  loss  was  in  the  death  of  Rev.  Dr. 
W.  M.  Taylor,  on  February  8th.  He  was  born  at  Kilmarnock,  Scot- 
land, October  23,  1829,  and  became  pastor  of  the  Broadway  Taber- 
nacle, (Congregational)  church,  New  York,  in  1872. 

The  Senate  of  the  United  States,  at  3  a.  m.,  Sabbath,  March  3, 
adjourned  till  2  P.  m.,  and  at  6  p.  m.,  took  a  recess  till  8.30  P.  M. 
The  House  at  3  A.  M.,  adjourned  also  till  the  afternoon,  aud  at  6.10 
P.  5f.,  took  a  recess  till  7.30  p.  m.  Thus  has  Congress  outraged  the 
moral  sentiment  of  the  country  by  a  Sabbath  session.  The  scenes  in 
and  about  the  capitol  were  thus  descril>ed  by  the  daily  press : 
w  Washington,  D.  C,  March  3d. — The  unusual  attraction  of  a  Sunday 
session  of  congress,  in  the  pleasant  setting  of  mild  springlike  weather, 
famished  to  Washington  a  holiday  in  the  modern  acceptation  of  the 
*ord.  When  the  closing  hours  fall  on  a  Sunday  there  is  a  novelty 
in  the  occasion  that  brings  out  hundreds  of  sightseers,  and  gives  to 
Capitol  hill  a  most  festive  un-Sabbath-like  appearance,  such  as  it 
certainly  had  to-day.  Throughout  the  afternoon  all  the  driveways 
*od  walks  approaching  the  capitol  were  thick  with  carriages,  and  the 
8unday  processions  turned  their  steps  from  Connecticut  avenue  in  the 
swell  northwest  to  the  other  end  of  town.  The  broad  steps  of  the 
capitol  had  somewhat  the  appearance  of  inauguration  day,  the  great 
plaza  to  the  east  was  dotted  with  the  strolling  groups,  lines  of 
carriages  were  drawn  up  stretching  clear  across  the  streets.  Within 
the  building  the  jam  was  so  great  it  interfered  with  business.  The 
doorkeepers  in  the  galleries  were  kept  fighting  to  restrain  the  people 
'or  whom  there  wa3  not  room,  the  elevators  were  loaded  to  the  limit 
<rf  their  capacity  every  trip,  two  streams  of  people  elbowed  their  way 
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from  the  house  to  the  senate  and  from  the  senate  back  to  the  how 
while  passengers,  pages  and  members  plowed  their  way  at  ang 
through  the  jam.  The  comparatively  small  detachments  which  cot 
be  accommodated  in  the  gallaries  of  both  the  houses  kept  up  a  babl 
of  chatter,  which,  combined  with  the  rushing  back  and  forward,  a 
clamoring  of  members  like  a  busy  day  in  the  pit  of  a  stock  exchao 
almost  overwhelmed  the  routine  proceedings,  and  kept  the  speak* 
gavel  hammering  incessantly."  Thus  Congress  undermines  thepul 
conscience  that  makes  such  a  republic  as  this  possible  among  the  g< 
ernments  of  the  world.  It  cannot  rest  on  force.  Such  an  ex  ens 
empire  must  be  knit  together  by  the  power  of  conscience,  by  obediei 
to  goverment  as  unto  God.  The  record  of  this  last  Congress  is  one 
confusion  and  discord.     This  is  a  divine  judgment,  in  itself,  and  nn 

mav  be  looked  for. 

*  _____ __ _________________ 

"  The  psalm  singing  of  the  Council  has  been  a  perpetual  source 
amusement  to  some  of  us.  At  the  first  day's  session,  as  I  noticed  I 
monstrous  pipe  organ  in  the  usual  place  behind  the  pulpit,  a 
observed  the  entrance  of  the  choir,  two  ladies  and  two  gentlemen, ' 
thought  that  flitted  through  my  mind  was,  that  we  were  to  lis 
typical  quartette  singing,  but  the  organ  remained  unopened  a 
silent,  while  the  choir  only  served  to  raise  the  tunes  for  the  old  Soi 
of  David,  a  small  selection  of  which  have  been  printed  and  placed 
our  hands,  for  the  special  use  of  the  Alliance.  However,  each  ev< 
ing,  a  special  Service  of  Song  is  *  provided  for'  the  half  hour  bef< 
the  Council  convenes,  during  which  time  a  choir  of  some  forty  orfi; 
voices,  with  the  organ  in  full  blast,  delights  the  audience  w 
anthems  and  selections  of  all  kinds;  but  when  the  cr airman  tal 
his  seat  and  calls  the  Council  to  order,  the  organ  is  solemnly  cloe< 
the  Psalms  of  David  are  opened,  and  the  choir  leader  raises  the  tu 
with  his  tuning  fork,  in  the  good  old  way.  The  height  of  am useme 
in  this  direction  was  reached  the  other  day  at  the  noon  adjournmei 
when  a  tall  solemn-visaged  Englishman  was  presiding.  As  we  a 
journed,  he  arose  and  announced,  "  we  will  close  this  service  by  sin 
ing  '  Praise  God  from  whom  all  blessings  flow.'  "  The  choir  leaf 
was  just  raising  his  fork  for  the  pitch,  when  the  ever-alert  secretai 
(blessings  on  his  name !)  Dr.  Matthews,  turned  to  the  chairman  wi 
a  hastily  whispered  word,  and  the  chairman  with  a  quick — Hus 
to  the  choir,  and  tuning  fork  was  dropped,  the  benediction  was  pi 
nonnced,  and  thus  the  Council  was  saved  from  singing  the  ungcx 
(?)  long  metre  doxology.  All  this  was  so  quietly  and  so  quickly  dc 
that  many  in  the  audience  did  not  notice  or  see  the  significai 
of  the  by-play,  but  those  who  did  were  convulsed  with  suppres! 
laughter  at  the  narrow  escape  from  one  of  the  most  dangerous  rex 
in  the  path  of  the  Alliance.  But  seriously,  I  am  coming  to  fall  qi 
in  love  with  some  of  those  old  psalms  which  are  so  new  to  my  i 
accustomed  ears.  Our  American  churches  lose  quite  as  much  by 
using  these  psalms,    as  our  United    Presbyterian    brethren    do 
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never  using  our  hymns.  In  this  respect,  as  well  as  in  some  others,  the 
Canadiau  Presbyterian  Church  is  setting  a  notable  example  to  us  of 
the  States,  by  using  and  not  using,  with  entire  freedom,  the  psalms 
ami  hymns  both." — Toronto  correspondence  of  The  Evangelist,  Sep- 
tember 29,  1892,  quoted  in  The  Quarterly  Register,  Rev.  Dr.  Mat- 
thews, editor,  London,  November,  1892. 

This  discovery  of  the  psalms  reads  somewhat  as  the  account  of  the 
finding  of  the  book  of  the  law  in  the  temple.  The  impression  made 
was  somewhat  different.  As  it  was  said  by  the  late  James  M.  Willson, 
iu  1841  :  "The  history  of  all  the  corruptions  we  have  mentioned,  is 
the  same,  for  the  general  principle  will  always  hold  good  ;  a  human 
invention,  once  tolerated  in  the  church,  will  ultimately  exclude  or 
throw  into  the  shade  a  divine  institution/'  The  correspondent  seems 
not  to  know  how  the  joint  use  by  the  Canada  Presbyterian  Church 
came  in,  in  the  union  of  the  churches.  A  long  campaign  it  will  be 
for  any  joint  use  of  psalms  and  hymns  to  end  in  the  exclusive  use  of  the 
psalms.     History  is  against  hope. 

We  noted  in  the  April  number  three  things,  specified  by  a 
Methodist  writer  as  desirable,  in  urging  the  Epworth  League — church 
leadership,  church  literature  and  church  fellowship.  How  desirable 
these  elements  are  in  the  edifying,  that  is  the  up-building  of  the  youth  of 
the  church  for  future  service,  is  manifest  by  contrast,  in  these  days  of 
broad  affiliations.  President  Harper,  of  Chicago  University,  has  been 
a  recognized  teacher  on  the  religous  assembly  platform.  He  is  editing 
The  Biblical  World.  This  work  is  pushed  on  Pastors  and  Superin- 
tendents with  this  announcement:  "Their  aim  is  not  to  propagate 
the  teachings  of  any  sect,  nor  to  advocate  any  theories,  but  to  search 
for  and  teach  the  truth,  and  they  therefore,  feel  justified  in  asking  all 
pastors  of  churches,  regardless  of  denominational  differences,  and  all 
8Uj>eriutendents  of  Sabbath  Schools,  to  co-operate  with  them  in  mak- 
ing the  members  of  their  congregations  and  schools  acquainted  with 
Hie  existence  and  character  of  the  Biblical  World"  What  more 
sectarian  than  what  it  teaches  !  The  evangelical  denominations  are 
more  nearly  at  one  with  one  another  than  any  one  of  them  with  the 
Biblical  views  taught  therein. 

Who  more  welcome  for  many  years  past  to  the  assembly  platform 
than  Professor  Henry  Drummond,  with  his  charming  style,  the 
author  of  the  Greatest  Thing  in  the  World.  Among  the  prizes  for 
three  new  subscribers  to  The  Biblical  World,  is  his  recent  work, 
The  Ascent  of  Man  ;  this  traces  the  evolution  of  man  up  to  the  in- 
dividual. In  noticing  it  at  length,  a  writer  in  The  Presbyterian  and 
Reformed  Review,  for  January,  says  :  "  If  Drummond  repudiates  the 
supernatural — and  many  Christian  readers  will  believe  that  it  is  only 
by  constructing  arbitrary  definitions  that  he  can  be  defended 
against  the  charge — then  he  covertly  betrays  the  essentials  of  evan- 
gelical    religion.      Drummond,    with     manifold    explanations   says : 
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"Christianity  is  the  i  further  evolution.'  It  is  not  simply  the  taking- 
ness  of  the  phrase  that  shocks  the  reader  of  the  gospel  narrative  when 
he  turns  away  from  its  accounts  of  healed  paralytics,  and  multiplied 
loaves,  and  calmed  storms,  to  find  in  the  author's  own  italics,  'a 
miracle  is  not  something  quick.9  Many  who  have  been  glad  to  read 
the  debatable  dictum  that  "  love  is  the  greatest  thing  in  the  world," 
will  perhaps  be  surprised  to  be  told  by  the  same  teacher  that  "  love 
is  the  net  result  of  evolution."  The  implicit  logic  of  Drummowl's 
first  book  is  the  explicit  argument  of  his  latest.  Where,  in  the 
majestic  sweep  of  evolution,  are  we  to  look  for  the  humiliation  of  the 
Incarnate  Son  of  God,  for  the  raising  again  from  the  tomb  of  the  man 
whom  the  Jews  had  crucified,  and  for  the  divine  forces  that,  through 
all  ages  since,  have,  in  constant  conflict  with  the  "cosmic  processes" 
of  the  heart  within  and  ot  society  without,  been  working  for  there- 
novation  of  humanity,  and  for  the  victorious  vindication  of  righteous- 
ness in  the  end."  Another  item  may  be  given  in  this  connection.  The 
Covenanter^  of  Ireland,  said  in  its  March  number:  u  Prof.  Drummond 
has  been  writing  some  notes  in  the  British  Weekly,  on  the  life  and  work 
of  Mr.  D.  L.  Mdody,  the  popular  evangelist.  In  these  notes  the  pro- 
fessor eulogises  Mr.  Moody  for  giving  a  handsome  subscription  to  the 
Romanists  of  North  field,  and  presenting  them  with  an  organ,  when 
they  were  building  their  chapel.  i  If  Mr.  Moody,'  says  the  pressor, 
'  had  been  one  of  the  narrower  Evangelicals,  he  would  have  shut  the 
door  in  the  face  of  his  Roman  Catholic  friuids,  or  have  given  tliema 
lecture  on  the  iniquities  of  the  Scarlet  Woman." 

Another  welcome  voice  on  the  assembly  platform  has  been 
Principal  Fairbairn,  of  Mansfield  college,  Oxford,  England.  We 
simply  give  in  this  connection  the  following  from  The  Presbyterian  of 
March  27th:  il  We  are  to  have  a  *  summer  school  of  Theology. 
It  has  been  proposed  by  President  Thwing,  of  Western  Reserve 
University,  and  he  is  arranging  the  programme,  and  we  suppose  that 
he  is  selecting  the  teachers  and  lecturers,  and  it  is  already  announced 
that  Principal  Fairbairn,  of  Oxford,  will  be  the  chief  lecturer.  A  feff 
of  the  names  of  those  who  will  deliver  lectures  on  special  subjects  are 
given.  Judging  from  the  past  outgivings  ot  these  gentlemen,  one 
may  be  expected  to  suggest  that  monism  is  the  truest  philosophy  of 
the  universe;  anoi  her  that  the  Ritschlien  theology  is  the  highest  form 
of  theology  ;  and  a  third  that  the  Mosaic  authorship  of  the  Pentateuch 
is  a  '  Rabbinic  '  tradition.  The  character  of  the  teaching  will  be  dis- 
tinctly '  modern.'" 

No  one  can  be  fully  shielded  from  these  currents  of  thoughts  in  the 
philosophy  of  men.  There  must  be  a  thorough  training  in  the  truth  of 
God.  But  something  can  be  done  to  make  the  early  years,  years  w 
training  in  the  truth,  ere  the  adverse  winds  come  on  them  with  power. 

h  w. 


1895.]  Editorial.  '      108 

It  is  ud wise  to  make  known  to  the  public  our  differences  or  in— 
cousisteucies.  The  whole  church  suffers  and  no  good  is  accomplished. 
The  outside  world  is  prejudiced  against  us  and  our  own  members  be- 
come discouraged  because  of  the  evidence  thus  furnished  of  a  lack  of 
a  spirit  of  loyalty  to  the  church. 

Whether  or  not  the  inserting  in  our  own  publications  articles 
relating  to  our  differences  and  troubles  that  have  appeared  elsewhere,  is 
the  best  way  to  correct  the  evil,  is  a  question  about  which  there  will  be  a 
difference  of  opinion.  In  our  April  issue,  there  was  inserted  from  a 
Beaver  Falls  paper,  an  anonymous  communication  signed, 
"a  Covenanter,"  criticising  severely  a  sermon  preached  there,  by  Dr. 
McFarland  in  the  prosecution  of  his  work.  Since  then  our  attention 
has  been  called  to  an  article  published  in  the  Christian  Cynosure,  of 
March  21st,  by  one  of  .our  ministers,  Rev.  M.  A.  Gault.  The 
Cynosure,  is  the  organ  of  the  anti-secret  society  organization.  It  has 
quite  a  circulation  among  Covenanters.  The  inference  to  be  drawn 
from  the  article  is  that  the  church  in  America  is  not  enforcing  her 
discipline  on  members  of  secret  oath  bound  associations,  and  that  the 
church  abroad  is  in  an  even  worse  condition  with  reference  to  this 
evil.  We  are  not  willing  to  publish  the  entire  article,  and  only  after 
considerable  hesitation,  consent  to  give  to  our*  readers  the  following 
extract,  that  they  may  see  in  what  light  our  church  is  presented  to 
the  body  of  reformers  who  are  waging  a  war  against  secretism  : 

"Many  facts  of  recent  date  cause  me  to  fear  that  the  secret  empire 
has  a  stronger  grip  on  us  than  we  realize.  At  our  last  Synod  we  be- 
gau  to  make  extensive  preparation  for  a  convention  of  our  American, 
Irish  and  Scotch  congregations,  to  meet  in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  in  July, 
1896.  Our  popular  men  in  America  and  Great  Britain  are  appointed 
to  speak  on  a  variety  of  reform  topics  which  specially  relate  to  us  as 
a  denomination.  But  the  programme  contains  no  reference  to  the 
question  of  secret  societies.  And  yet  this  is  one  of  the  most  danger- 
ous evils  threatening  our  church  both  in  this  country  and  in  the 
British  Isles.      Truly  it  may  be  said  while  we  slept  the  enemy  has 

sown  tares 

Several  instances  in  our  church  in  this  land  have  come 
to  light  in  which  when  the  pastor  went  to  conduct  a  funeral  service  of 
one  of  his  members,  Free-masons  or  Odd- fellows  came  forward 
claiming  the  deceased  as  one  of  their  members,  and  their  right  to  per- 
form their  ritual.  We  have  reason  to  fear  that  our  church  in  Great 
Britain  is  still  moie  endangered  by  this  evil.  It  is  a  question  that 
occupies  far  less  place  in  our  pulpits  and  publications  than  its  im- 
portance demands." 

So  far  as  our  knowledge  goes  there  is  no  ground  for 
^e  charge  that  the  church,  either  here  or  abroad,  is  not  as 
determinedly  and  consistently  opposed  to  secretism  as  ever  it  was. 
But  after  reading  such  an  article  what  must  be  the  opinion  of  the 
readers  of  the  Cynosure?  J.  VV.  S. 
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ANNALS   OF   THE   NEW  BRUNSWICK  AND  NOVA  SCOTIA 

PRESBYTERY. 


BY  REV.  W.  M.   GLASGOW,    BEAVER  FALLS,    PA. 


The  Maritime  Provinces  of  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia  are 
historically  notable  as  the  scene  of  many  rival  conflicts  for  their  pos- 
session by  the  French  and  English  governments  during  the  seven- 
teenth and  eighteenth  centuries.  About  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth 
century  the  French  were  finally  conquered,  the  Acadians  exiled,  and 
the  English  still  govern  the  Provinces.  The  forests  of  Kew 
Brunswick,  the  ship-building  and  fisheries  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  and 
other  waters,  together  with  the  fruitful  valleys,  rich  dyke-lands  aud 
ore-hills  of  Nova  Scotia,  offered  peculiar'inducements  to  the  early 
settlers.  Among  the  Irish  residents  in  and  about  St.  John,  New 
Brunswick,  were  a  few  Covenanters. 

1820-1828. 

In  1820,  they  drafted  a  petition  and  formally  made  application  for 
preaching  to  the  Northern  Presbytery  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Synod  of  the  United 'States.  The  matter  was  brought  before  this 
court,  in  1821,  and  Revs.  James  R.  and  Samuel  M.  Willson  were  sent 
to  this  region  on  an  exploring  mission. 

They  reported  seven  families  in  St.  John  regularly  certified  from 
the  Covenanter  church  in  Ireland,  and  organized  them  into  a  society. 
These  families  evidently  were  those  of  Mrs.  Ritchie,  James 
McMillan,  William  Ewing,  John  Suffren,  Mrs.  Alcorn,  John  Arm- 
strong and  James  Cathers.  The  missionaries  then  passed  on  around 
the  Bay  of  Fundy  and  thi\)u^h  the  Isthmus  of  Cumberland  to 
Amherst,  Truro,  Pictou,  and  other  parts  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  found 
many  who  were  desirous  to  assist  in  the  establishment  of  the  church 
in  that  region.  They  wrote  to  the  Synods  of  Ireland  and  Scotland, 
related  the  results  of  their  explorations,  and  urged  the  sending  of  a 
missionary  to  these  Provinces.  In  1826,  the  Irish  Synod  organized 
the  "Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Society,"  and  the  following  year 
sent  out  Rev.  Alexander  Clarke,  who  arrived  in  St  Johu,  in 
August,  1827.  By  this  time  several  other  families  had  joined  the 
society,  among  whom  were  Miss  M.  A.  Godfrey,  John  Laird  and 
Mrs.  White.  In  1825,  the  families  of  Robert,  Alexander  and  John 
Ewing,  and  Mrs.  Russell;  and  in  1827,  those  of  William  Torrey, 
Mrs.  Munn,  David  Johnston,  James  Davis,  William  McMurtrieand 
John  Millen.  Mr.  Clarke  found  part  of  the  Covenanters  "keeping 
society"  at  Mrs.  Ritchie's,  and  others  attending  St.  Andrews 
Presbyterian  church.  He  gathered  them  all  together  and  organized 
the  society  more  regularly  with  John  Armstrong  as  ruling  elder, 
April  13,  1828.  The  Covenanter  then  became  the  second  Presby- 
terian congregation  in  St.  John,  and  had  about  forty  members,  in- 
cluding those  in  the  vicinity. 
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1828-1832. 

Mr.  Clarke  then  passed  around  the  head  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy  to 
those  places  in  Nova  Scotia  designated  by  the  Revs.  VVillson.  After 
a  careful  survey  of  the  field,  the  missionary  decided  to  settle  in 
Amherst,  although  he  organized  the  first  Covenanter  congregation  in 
this  isthmus  at  Chiiuogull,  Westmoreland  Co.,  N.  B.,  ou  the  Gulf  of 
St  Lawrence,  some  thirty-seven  miles  from  Amherst,  in  the  fall  of 

1828.  The  elders  chosen  at  Chimogull  at  the  organization  were 
William   Anderson,  William   Peacock  and  Samuel    Warwick.      In 

1829,  Mr.  Clarke  organized  the  congregation  at  Amherst,  by  the 
ordination  of  John  Cad  man,  Robert  Cooke,  and  John  Cooper,  ruling 
elders.  Mr.  Clarke  now  gave  his  whole  time  to  these  congregations, 
with  an  occasional  visit  to  St.  John. 

The  first  Covenanter  church  ever  erected  in  the  Provinces,  was 
built  at  Chimogull,  N.  B.,  in  1830.  It  was  40x30  feet,  and  very 
comfortable.  Here,also,  the  first  Covenanter  communion  everconducted 
in  the  British  domains  was  administered  by  Mr.  Clarke,  ou  the  first 
Sabbath  of  July,  1831.  There  were  fifty-two  communicants,  includ- 
ing the  minister  and  his  wife,  gathered  from  different  parts  of  the 
Provinces  and  Prince  Edward  Island.  A  large  audience  assembled 
on  the  occasion.  All  of  the  elders  were  converts  to  the  Covenanter 
faith,  and  deserve  a  passing  notice.  William  Anderson  was  a  native 
of  Prince  Edward  Island  ;  John  Cooper  was  a  Scotchman;  William 
Peacock  and  John  Cadman  were  Englishmen ;  Samuel  Warwick  was 
an  Irishman  ;  and  Robert  Cooke  was  a  Nova  Scotian.  During  his 
early  ministry,  Mr.  Clarke  was  uncompromising  in  his  position  on 
political  dissent.  He  did  ir>t  admit  indiscriminately  persons  into  the 
church.  Had  he  done  so  he  could  have  had  large  accessions,  for  he 
was  a  popular  preacher  and  an  indefatigable  worker. 

Mr.  Clarke  corresponded  with  the  American  Synod,  and  in  August, 
1831,  visited  the  court  convened  in  Philadelphia,  and  gave  an  account 
of  his  work.  His  circuit  of  riding  was  "  upward  of  two  thousand, 
five  hundred  square  miles,  exclusive  of  foreign  visits."  The  labors 
of  Mr.  Clarke  became  so  manifold  and  arduous,  that  he  appealed  to 
the  Irish  Synod  for  a  helper.  They  agreed  to  immediately  send  him 
a  co-laborer.  Accordingly  the  Rev.  William  Sommerville  sailed  for 
St  John,  August  16,  1831,  and  arrived  safely  after  a  stormy  passage 
of  six  weeks.  He  was  accompanied  by  Mr.  Andrew  Stevenson  (the 
late  Rev.  Dr.  Stevenson,  of  New  York),  who  was  sent  by  the  Board 
of  Missions  as  a  teacher  and  catechist.  It  was  the  design  of  the  Board 
to  have  Mr.  Sommerville  settle  in  St.  John,  and  also  minister  to  the 
adjacent  societies  in  New  Brunswick.  There  were  a  number  of  these 
preaching  places,  such  as  South  Stream  (Barnesville),  Salt  Springs, 
Jerusalem,  Hopewell,  Chepody,  Neripis  and  Londonderry.  In  the 
sarly  winter  of  1831,  Mr.  Sommerville  left  St.  John,  passed  around 
the  head  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  and  visited  Mr.  Clarke  and  his  stations 
n  the  Isthmus  of  Cumberland.  Continuing  on  around  the  Basin  of 
kfin:i£,  he   found  urgent  calls  for  his  services  in   the  Lower  Horton 


106  Annals  of  the  N.  B.  and  N.  S.  Presbytery.  [May, 

district.  As  the  names  of  the  early  Covenanters  in  St.  John,  Cbimo- 
gull,  and  Amherst  have  been  given,  it  might  be  well  to  preserve  the 
names  of  the  principal  families  at  some  of  the  other  preaching  stations. 

At  Milligan,  James  Smyth,  George  Duncan,  James  Love,  William 
Floyd,  Henry  Hay  and  William  Hamilton.  At  Jerusalem,  Joseph 
Moore.  At  Salt  Springs,  John  Patton,  James  Robison,  William  and 
John  Carson.  At  Hammond  River,  James  aud  Samuel  Henderson. 
At  Hampden,  David  and  James  Floyd.  At  Londonderry,  Joseph 
Wallace.  At  Hopewell,  David  Rodgers  and  Michael  Henry.  At 
Neripis,  Robert  Waik.  At  Horton,  Benjamin  and  Elihu  Woodworih, 
John  Simpson  and  Samuel  Avery.  At  West  Cornwallis,  John  White. 
At  Wilmot,  John  Allen  and  David  Cruikshank. 

Congregations  being  organized,  and  preaching  stations  augmenting, 
Revs.  Clarke  and  Sommervillenow  felt  the  need  ot  a  Presbytery,  and 
took  all  the  legal  and  orderly  steps  for  its  organization.  The  follow- 
ing briefly  sets  forth  its  constitution. 

"  Point  de  Bute,  Nova  Scotia, 
25th  April,  1882. 

The  Missionaries  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  to  the 
British  Provinces  of  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia — Alexander 
Clarke  and  William  Sommerville — with  ruling  elders  belonging  to 
Mr.  Clarke's  circuit,  being  met  according  to  previous  arrangement, 
and  judging  it  expedient  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  interests  of 
truth  and  piety  upon  a  Scriptural  plan  among  the  people  under  their 
inspection,  and  in  the  sphere  of  labor  assigned  to  them  in  the 
Providence  of  God  ;  and  believing  it  to  be  in  accordance  with  the 
views  of  the  Synod  by  whom  they  have  been  sent  that  a  Presbytery 
should  be  constituted,  after  an  explanation  of  the  nature  and  defence 
of  the  principles  at  considerable  length  of  the  Presbyterian  form  of 
government  before  a  respectably  large  audience;  Resolved,  that  the 
present  is  a  proper  time  to  be  constituted  a  Presbytery  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  King  and  Head  of  the  church,  and  in  the 
exercise  of  that  authority  belonging  to  them  as  ministers  of  the  gospel 
regularly  set  apart  to  the  ministry  of  reconciliation  by  the  laying  on 
of  the  hands  of  the  Presbytery. 

1.  Accordingly  Presbytery  was  constituted  by  Mr.  Clarke  in  * 
solemn  prayer.  Members  of  the  court  :  Alexander  Clarke  aiu' 
William  Sommerville,  ministers;  William  Peacock  and  Robert 
Cooke,  ruling  elders. 

2.  It  was  moved  that  Alexander  Clarke  be  Moderator,  anu 
William  Sommerville,  Clerk. 

3.  That  the  Presbytery  now  constituted  be  and  hereby  is  entitled 
the  *  Reformed  Presbytery  of  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia/  r 

They  then  set  forth  at  some  length  the  position  and  aims  of  the 
Presbytery,  and  gave  directions  for  meet'ngs  and  work.  Meetings 
for  catechetical  study  were  arranged,  and  children  were  to  be  brought) 
that  points  of  doctrine  and  practice  might  be  most  fully  explained  to 
them. 
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1832-1841. 

The  congregation  at  St.  John  had  attained  to  a  membership  of 
ty-five,  and  a  strong  desire  was  felt  for  a  settled  pastor  and  a 
rniauent  place  of  worship.  They  had  usually  met  at  the  house  ol 
■s.  Ritchie,  in  Portland,  or  at  William  Ewing's.  A  piece  of  ground 
s  obtained  on  Went  worth  street,  in  that  part  of  the  city  known  as 
{"Lower  0076."  The  church  building  was  begun  early  in  1833, 
1  before  the  close  of  the  year  it  was  occupied.  Revs.  Clarke  and 
ronierville  occasionally  visited  the  St.  John  congregation,  and 
ached  for  them.  William  Ewing,  an  intelligent  layman,  was  the 
ef  instrument,  with  Mr.  Armstrong,  of  keeping  the  people  together, 
[n  1832,  Mr.  Andrew  Stevenson,  catechist,  had  located  along  the 
John  river,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Jemsey,  some  fifty  miles  above 
John.  Here  he  taught  school  and  engaged  in  religious  work. 
1833,  Mr.  Stevenson  left  the  Provinces  and  the  service  of  the 
ml,  and  repaired  to  Philadelphia.  The  Irish  Synod  uow  sent  out 
vid  Bates,  a  ruling  elder,  who  settled  at  Jemsey.  In  1835,  Mr. 
«s  was  joined  by  the  family  of  William  Dougal,  and  they  cun- 
uted  a  society,  and  occasionally  had  preaching.  In  1836,  Samuel 
>wn,  and,  in  1839,  his  father  John  Brown,  with  a  large  family, 
led  the  Jemsey  society.  Still  later  in  1839,  Mr.  Dougal  removed 
5t.  John,  but  at  the  same  time  the  society  was  augmented  by  John 
inn  and  family.  The  meetings  were  held  every  Sabbath  day  and 
dnesday  evenings,  and  were  often  attended  by  the  neighbors, 
vid  Bates  removed  his  family  to  St.  John,  in  1841,  but  returned  in 
i7,  and  lived  there  until  his  death  in  1883.  His  sou,  Robert 
es,  with  his  sister,  Mrs.  Mary  K.  Glenn,  live  at  the  mouth  ot  ihe 
osey,  and  still  represent  the  Covenanter  church  in  that  section. 
The  cause  under  the  immediate  care  of  Mr.  Clarke  was  flourishing 
Amherst  and  Chimogull,  and  he  was  extending  his  places  of 
aching.  In  1833,  a  church  was  built  at  Jolicure,  N.  B.,  eleven 
les  north  of  Amherst,  N.  S.  The  building  was  40  x  30  feet,  and 
cted  principally  by  the  Brownell  and  Coppe  families.  There  was 
session  here,  and  but  few  members. 

In  1834,  Mr.  Clarke  organized  the  congregation  of  Goose  River, 
S.,  by  the  ordination  of  Samuel  Angus,  and  the  installation  of 
lin  Cooper,  formerly  of  Amherst  congregation.  Goo-e  River  coll- 
igation was  twenty  miles  east  of  Amherst,  on  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence, 
church  wits  built  here  in  1834.  There  were  now  three  regularly 
janized  congregations  uiuler  Mr.  Clarke's  care,  besides  the  follow- 
;  preaching  stations,  viz  : — Nappen,  N.  B„  six  miles  from  Amherst. 
ckville,  N.  B.}  ten  miles  north-west  of  Amherst.  The  services  were 
id  acted  in  a  temperance  hall.  There  was  no  session  here,  and  but 
f  members.  Jolicure,  AT.  2?.,  eleven  miles  north  of  Amherst,  and 
en  from  Sackville.  River  Hebert,  N.  S.}  eighteen  miles  from  Am- 
st,  which  subsequently  became  a  flourishing  station.  Mr.  Clarke 
itinued  to  reside  at  Amherst,  and  made  the  circuit  of  these  seven 
rges  with  perfect  regularity.     In  1836,  John  Cad  man  was  trans- 
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ferred  from  Amherst  to  Chiniogull  congregation.  This  same  your, 
John  Arniitage,  James  Buchanan,  Dickie  Logan  and  William  Taylfl 
were  chosen  elders  at  Amherst.  In  1838,  Alexander  Ferguson  an 
Sylvester  Bums  were  added  to  the  session  at  Goose  River.  In  183! 
a  house  of  worship  was  erected  within  the  bounds  of  the  Amhen 
congregation. 

Mr.  Sommerville  had  spent  two  years  in  missionating  in  differei 
parts  of  the  two  Provinces.  In  the  spring  of  1833,  he  was  urged  fa 
some  of  the  leading  men  in  the  old  Presbyterian  church  at  Gran 
Pre.,  N.  S.,  along  the  lower  side  of  the  Basin  of  Minus,  to  come  an 
settle  there.  Mr.  Sommerville  laid  the  matter  before  Presbvter 
The  people  agreed  to  sing  the  Psalms,  accept  the  principles  and  cot 
form  to  all  the  usages  of  the  Covenanter  Church.  They  ah 
promised  Mr.  Sommerville  the  free  use  of  a  house  and  garden,  and! 
raise  all  the  money  possible  for  one-half  his  time.  The  arrangemei 
being  satisfactory  to  all  parties,  Mr.  Sommerville  accepted  the  cal 
May  5,  1833,  and  thus  added  the  Horton  congregation  to  the  lirtc 
Covenanter  churches.  The  first  elders  here  were  Capt.  Elih 
Wood  worth  and  Joseph  Caldwell. 

In  1835,  Mr.  Sommerville  made  a  trip  to  the  vicinity  of  Handle 
mountain,  in  Annapolis  Co.,  N.  S.,  in  answer  to  a  request  of  Job 
Allen,  who  had  travelled  on  foot  all  the  way  to  Grand  Pre  to  seeth 
missionary.  Here  he  ordained  David  Cruikshank,  ruling  elder,  ai* 
this  was  the  nucleus  of  the  present  Wil mot  congregation.  On  bi 
return  Mr.  Sommerville  stopped  in  Lower  Cornwall  is  valley,  an» 
preached  to  a  few  Presbyterians  in  the  vicinity  of  Somerset.  The; 
invited  him  to  give  them  his  unemployed  one- half  time,  which  pro 
position  he  accepted,  May,  1835.  It  was  not  until  1842,  however 
that  the  congregation  was  organized  under  the  care  of  Presbytery. 
The  first  Covenanter  session  at  Cornwallis  was  composed  of  Georg* 
Parker  and  Solomon  Wood  worth,  ruling  elders,  chosen  Septembei 
18,  1842.  Mr.  Sommerville  then  remained  the  regular  pastor  of  the 
united  congregations  of  Horton  and  Cornwallis. 

[TO   BE  CONTINUED.] 
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CCLESIASTICAL. 


CLOSING  EXERCISES  OF  THE  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY. 


The  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theological  Seminar;  met  in 
the  Hall  on  March  19th,  9  a.  m.  The  members  were  all  preseut 
except  Dr.  Sommerville  and  elder  D.  Boyd,  who  had  arranged  to  com* 
on,  but  were  prevented. 

Oral  examinations  were  held  in  Biblical  Introduction  by  Professor 
Willson,  and  in  Pastoral  Theology  by  Piofessor  George.  The  ex* 
am ination  papers  of  the  students  in  the  other  studies  were  submitted 
to  the  Board. 

Discourses  were  delivered  in   the  Allegheny   church   on  Tuesda; 
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[terncon  by  Mr.  E.  A.  Crooks  from  Psalm  55 :  22 ;  Mr.  W.  McLeod 
leorge  from  Isaiah  4:2;  Mr.  James  McCune  from  II.  Cor.  3:18; 
od  Mr.  J.  B.  Gilmore  from  John  20  :  31  :  on  Tuesday  evening  by 
Ir.  Louis  Meyer  from  Acts  20 :  27  ;  Mr.  C.  McLeod  Smith  from  I. 
[iogs  8 :  57,  58 ;  Mr.  A.  M.  Thompson  from  John  15 :  1 ;  and  Mr. 
\  M.  Slater  from  Phil.  3:  3 ;  and  on  Wednesday  afternoon  by  Mr. 
).  0.  Jack  from  Psalm  68  :  19  ;  Mr.  A.  Mclntyre  George  from  Heb. 
:  12;  Mr.  A.  J.  McFarland  from  Heb.  2:  17;  and  Mr.  R.  M. 
Hack  wood  from  Matt.  13 :  52. 

The  discourses  and  examinations  were  heartily  sustained. 

Certificates  were  given  to  Messrs.  Blackwood,  Gilmore,  George  and 
(cFarland  of  the  Third  Year  class,  and  diplomas  to  Messrs.  Mc- 
8aac  and  Reed. 

A  petition  to  Synod  requesting  it  "  to  change  the  theological  course 
rom  its  present  term  of  four  years  of  six  months  per  year,  to  a  course 
f  three  years  of  eight  months,  or  of  such  a  number  of  months  per 
ear  as  may  be  deemed  proper,"  and  signed  by  ten  of  the  students, 
m  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  transferred  by  the  Professors 
nd  Board. 

Revs.  W.  J.  Coleman,  D.  C.  Martin  and  R.  C.  Wylie  were  present 
uring  some  of  the  sessions. 

The  reports  of  the  Professors  were  ordered  to  be  published  with 
he  Minutes.  J.  W.  Sproull,  Secretary. 

PROFESSOR   WILLSON'S   REPORT. 

To  the  Board  of  Superintendent*  : 

I  respectfully  report  the  following  detail  of  the  studies  in  my 
lepartment : 

I.  Biblical  Introduction.  This  year  the  class  has  been  engaged 
n  the  study  of  the  Canon  of  the  New  Testament,  with  Dr.  West- 
»tt's  work  as  a  text  book.  We  finished  the  book,  and  the  examina- 
tion will  be  oral. 

II.  Hermeneutics.  This  subject  has  been  studied  in  the  use  of 
Professor  Cellerier's  "Biblical  Hernieneutics "  as  translated  and 
revised  by  Drs.  Elliott  and  Harsha.  It  deals  with  General  Hermen- 
eutics. The  examination  papers  prepared  last  week  are  herewith 
submitted. 

III.  Exegesis,  the  New  Testament.  We  took  up  the  Epistle  to 
the  Romans,  and  have  taken  brief  passages,  using  the  Commentary  of 
the  late  Prof.  Shedd,  with  reference  also  to  other  commentators  as 
Tholuck,  Hodge,  Meyer,  etc.  The  examination  was  written,  and 
these  papers  are  also  submitted  with  this  report. 

IV.  Hebrew  Biblical  study.  There  have  been  two  classes  in 
this,  as  usual.  The  Junior  class  made  good  progress,  finishing  Dr. 
Hurler's  Introductory  Method  and  Manual,  which  embraces  Genesis, 
chapters  1st  to  8th,  inclusive.  The  latter  half  of  the  session  the 
Written  work  of  the  lessons  was  omitted. 

The  Senior  class  went  over  196  pages  in  Dr.  Green's  revised  gram- 
aar,  that  is  as  far  as  the  noun  in  Etymology.     The  reading  was  in 
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Exodus,  Nalium  and  the  Psalms.     The  Hebrew  examination  was  in 
writing,  and  the  papers  are  submitted. 

These  papers  are  from  every  member  of  the  class  except  W.  T.L 
Thompson,  who  has  been  ill  about  a  month.  He  was  diligent  in  lib 
work,  and  had  made  such  progress  in  his  studies  that  he  will  be  abb 
to  overtake  what  he  has  providentially  lost. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Allegheny,  Pa.,  March  19,  1895.  D.  B.  Willson. 

■ 

professor  George's  report. 

To  (he  Board  of  Superintendents: 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  work  done  in  my  departmeut: 

I.  Homiletics.  We  used  as  a  text  book  Prof/ Phelps1  Theory 
of  Preaching,  and  studied  the  first  nineteen  lectures,  covering  six 
general  topics,  viz  :  Th.e  Generic  Idea  of  the  Sermon  ;  The  Classifi- 
cation of  Sermons ;  Analysis  of  the  Sermon ;  The  Text ;  The  Ex- 
planation; and  The  Introduction.  We  had  the  usual  practical  Homi- 
letic  exercises  with  special  reference  to  the  topics  studied.  We 
reviewed  and  held  a  written  examination  on  all  the  subjects.  The 
papers  have  been  reviewed  and  will  be  placed  in  your  hands. 

II.  Pastoral  Theology.  This  was  the  closing  year  of  the 
course  in  this  study,  and  embraced  nineteen  lectures  as  follows:  The 
Pastor  in  His  Relation  to  the  Session  ;  The  Reception  of  Members; 
The  Election  of  Officers ;  The  Ordination  and  Installation  of  Officers; 
The  Exercise  of  Discipline  (four  lectures ;  The  Pastor  in  the  Higher 
Courts;  The  Pastor's  Intercourse  with  Sister  Denominations; 
Funeral  Sermons  and  Marriage  Ceremonies.  The  seven  closing  lec- 
tures were  on  what  may  be  called  the  distinctive  principles  of  the 
church,  viz:  Instrumental  Music  in  the  Worship  of  God;  The 
Exclusive  Use  of  the  Book  of  Psalms  in  Public  Worship  (thrte  lec- 
tures);  Close  Communion  ;  Secret  Societies ;  and  Political  Dissent. 
The  subject  of  public  covenanting  would  have  been  included,  but 
that  we  "  lacked  opportunity."  The  examination  in  this  study  will 
be  oral. 

III.  Church  History.  Our  studies  in  this  department  were  in 
the  first  period  of  the  modern  era — the  period  of  the  Reformation: 
from  Luther's  theses,  A.  D.  1517,  to  the  Peace  of  Westphalia,  A.D. 
1648.  The  text  book  used  was  Fisher's  Church  History.  This  was 
supplemented  by  outline  lectures  on  special  topics  with  copious  refei^ 
ences  to  authorities  which  the  students  were  expected  to  consult. 
After  the  holidays  we  gave  particular  attention  to  the  history  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland,  using  Hetherington  as  an  authority.  We  aimed 
to  have  two  recitations  a  week  in  this  study.  We  held  a  writteu  ex- 
amination, principally  on  the  Reformation  in  Germany  and  in  Scotland, 
the  papers  of  which  are  herewith  transmitted. 

IV.  Systematic  Theology  (Hodge.)  In  Systematic  Theology 
we  used  Dr.  Hodge's  work,  beginning  in  Volume  III.,  page  25i)*« 
Subject,  The  Law,   and  completed  the  work — covering  over  600 
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pages;  reciting  regularly  twice  a  week.  The  principal  subjects 
studied  were:  The  Law  ;  The  Means  of  Grace,  embracing  the  Word, 
Sacraments  and  Prayer;  and  Eschatology,  including  the  Intermediate 
State;  The  Second  Advent ;  The  Resurrection ;  The  Final  Judgment ; 
and  The  Future  State  of  the  Righteous  and  the  Wicked. 

The  present  Fourth  Year  class  began  at  the  beginning  of  the  first 
volume,  and  have  gone  carefully  through  the  entire  work.  We  made 
i  general  review  of  the  work  of  the  session  by  selected  topics,  and 
leld  a  written  examination,  the  papers  of  which  accompany  this  report. 

To  me  it  has  been  a  year  of  interesting  labors,  and  very  pleasant 
issociations  ;  and  with  gratitude  to  the  Father  of  Mercies,  1  submit 
uy  report.  Very  respectfully, 

R.  J.  George. 

professors'  joint  report. 

To  the  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theological  Seminary ; 

The  following  joint  report  of  the  session  of  1894-5  is  respectfully 
submitted  : 

The  session  was  opened  September  18,  1894,  with  a  lecture  by  Pro- 
fessor George,  on  the  subject,  "  John  Calvin  ;  Viewed  from  the 
Standpoint  of  His  Affections." 

Fifteen  students  have  been  in  attendance  during  the  term.  Their 
names  and  grades  are  as  follows  : 

Fourth  Year. 

John  Brown  Mclsaac,  James  Gray  Reed. 

Third  Year. 
Robert  Morrison  Blackwood,  Andrew  Mclntyre  George, 

John  Blair  Gilmore,  Andrew  James  McFarland. 

Secx)XD  Year. 
Thomas  Melville  Slater. 

First  Year. 
Elza  Allen  Crooks,  William  McLeod  George, 

David  Owen  Jack,  James  McCune, 

Louis  Meyer,  Calvin  McLeod  Smith, 

Albert  Melville  Thompson,     William  Thomas  Knox  Thompson. 

Of  the  students  of  the  first  year,  Messrs  Crooks  and  A.  M.  Thomp- 
son are  graduates  of  Amity  College,  Iowa ;  Mr.  Jack  is  a  graduate  of 
Grove  City  College,  Pa. ;  Mr.  Smith  is  a  graduate  of  the  University 
of  Cincinnati ;  Messrs.  George,  McCune  and  W.  T.  K.  Thompson 
»re graduates  of  Geneva  College,  Pa.;  Mr.  Meyer  was  educated  in 
Germany,  and  is  a  graduate  of  the  Gymnasium  in  Parchim,  Mecklen- 
burg. He  also  studied  medicine  four  years  in  Berlin,  Marbarg,  Wurz- 
burg  and  Halle. 

Twelve  of  the  students  were  present  at  the  first  of  the  session. 
Mr.  Jack  entered  September  20th;  Mr.  Gilmore  was  present  at  the 
opening  lecture,  but  owing  to  his  business  engagements  for  the  summer 
oould  not  return  to  his  studies  until  October  15th  ;  Mr.  Meyer  entered 
Kovember  5th  ;  after  the  holiday  vacation  Mr.  A.  M.  George  did 
Hot  return  until  January  29th. 
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Mr.  W.  T.  K.  Thompson  took  sick  of  a  fever  February  21st,  and 
has  not  been  able  to  be  present  since  that  time.  Mr.  McCune  suffered 
bereavement  by  the  death  of  his  father,  which  occurred  on  the  4lli  of 
January.  Circumstances  connected  with  this  event  kept  him  at  home 
eight  days. 

The  Central  Board  of  Missions  appointed  Mr.  Mclsaac  stated  supply 
at  McKeesport  during  the  Seminary  sessions.  This  he  found  to  be 
to  his  disadvantage  in  his  Seminary  work,  and  finally  resigned  the 
position. 

In  accordance  with  the  direction  of  the  Board  a  record  showing  the 
attendance  of  each  student  is  herewith  submitted. 

Each  of  the  students  prepared  and  delivered  two  pieces  during  the 
session,  except  Mr.  A.  M.  George,  who  preached  once.  These  dis- 
courses gave  evidence  of  much  care  in  their  preparation.  The  student* 
are  to  be  commended  for  a  lively  interest  in  each  other's  work,  and  for 
mutual  assistance  rendered  by  kindly  and  judicious  criticism. 

Professor  Burleigh  was  employed  to  continue  his  instructions  in 
elocution  the  same  as  last  year. 

The  subject  of  missions  receives  much  attention  in  connection  with 
our  Seminary  course.     The  critical  and  exegetical  study  of  the  Scrip* 
tures,  which  occupy  so  large  a  portion  of  our  time,  keep  constantly 
before  the  minds  of  the  students  the  divine  conception  of  the  redemp- 
tive work  as  it  is  related  to  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  and  the  salvation 
of  souls.     Our  text  book  in  Church  History  treats  the  History  of 
Missions  as  a  distinct  department  in  connection  with  each  period.    The 
methods  of  doing  evangelistic  work  were  very  fully  discussed  in  the 
Lectures  on  Pastoral  Theology  last  year,  occupying  ten  lectures,  giving 
instruction  applicable  to  work  in  either  the  home  or  foreigu  field.  In 
addition  to  these  regular  instructions  we  have  annual  visits  from  rep- 
resentatives of  the  Students'  Volunteer  Missionary  movement.    This' 
year  Mr.  H.  L.  Pitkin,  of  Yale,  and  Mr.  A.  E.  Adams,  of  McCormick 
Theological  Seminary,  came  at  different  times  and  gave  able  addresses. 
The  Students'  Missionary  Society  held  regular  monthly  meetings  for 
conference  and  prayer.     With  a  view  to  the  systematic  and  connected  ! 
study  of  the  whole  subject  and  of  the  present  needs  of  the  world,  the 
students  procured  text  books  published  by  T.  &  T.  Clark,  Edinburgh. 
The  books  had  to  be  imported,  and  owing  to  their  late  arrival,  and  the 
pressure  of  other  work  necessary  to  be  completed,  we  did  not  enter  on 
their  study  this  winter.     We  are  prepared  to  take  it  up  next  year  in 
connection  with  the  department  ot  Church  History,  to  which  it  natur- 
ally belongs. 

It  gives  us  pleasure  to  refer  to  the  kindly  interest  in  the  students 
manifested  by  Mrs.  David  Gregg  and  her  daughter,  Mrs.  J.  R.  McKee. 
Mrs.  Gregg  has  distributed  equally  among  all  in  attendance  upon  the 
Seminary  valuable  bocks,  and  money  to  the  amount  of  three  or  tour 
hundred  dollars:  and  Mrs.  McKee  keeps  up  the  custom  of  her 
lamented  husband  by  extending  aid  where  she  leains  that  it  will  be 
helpful.  These  tokens  of  regard  for  the  students  under  our  care 
awaken  our  gratitude. 
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Best  of  all  we  are  able  to  speak  with  confidence  concerning  the  spir- 
itual life  and  consecration  of  our  young  men.  The  hour  of  prayer 
was  observed  regularly  every  Wednesday  afternoon,  and  very  rarely 
was  any  student  absent  from  its  exercises.  The  meetings  were  pre- 
sided over  by  the  students  and  professors  in  turn,  the  exercises  were 
voluntary  and  were  readily  participated  in  by  all.  The  devotional 
hour  seemed  to  hold  the  first  place;  we  looked  forward  to  it  with 
expectation,  and  felt  its  spiritual  uplift  even  after  it  had  passed. 

All  the  students  have  rendered  assistance  in  the  Sabbath  Schools 
9iid  in  evangelistic  labors  in  connection  with  our  congregations  in  these 
cities. 

In  closing  our  report  we  would  call  to  mind  that  our  report  last 
year  contained  a  request  that  the  Board  would  call  the  attention  of 
the  church  to  the  urgent  need  of  an  increase  in  the  number  of  candi- 
dates for  the  ministry,  and  asked  her  prayers  on  this  behalf.  With 
this  request  the  Board  readily  complied.  In  this  goodly  number  of 
students  of  divinity  present  before  you,  we  have  the  response  of  the 
church's  sons  to  her  call  for  laborers,  and  the  answer  of  the  church's 
glorious  Head  to  the  prayers  of  his  people.  Shall  we  not  rejoice  to- 
gether in  these  evident  tokens  of  divine  favor,  and  give  thanks  at  the 
remembrance  of  his  holiness? 

Respectfully  submitted,         D.  B   Willson,  1  PrnfpMnrM 

R.J.George,     f^rojessors. 

Notes  and  Ttems. 

G.  G.  Barnum,  Esq.,  a  member  of  the  Rochester  congregation,  has 
resigned  his  position  as  librarian  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Buffalo, 
a  position  which  he  filled  for  many  years  with  much  acceptance. 
Appropriate  resolutions  were  adopted. 


Dr.  Holland,  the  chancellor  of  the  Western  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania, has  published  and  widely  distributed  the  plans  for  making 
it  more  worthy  of  the  patronage  of  the  public.  The  plans,  if  carried 
out,  will  place  this  among  the  leading  institutions  of  learning  in  the 
country. 

Mr.  J.  B.  McIsaac,  finding  the  pastoral  work  of  the  McKeesport 
and  Moncngaheia  congregation  too  much  for  him  in  connection  with 
his  seminary  duties,  tesigned  as  stated  supply,  the  resignation  taking 
effect  on  the  first  of  March.  He  however  continued  to  preach  there 
until  the  close  of  Seminary. 


Prof.  L.  H.  Eaton,  of  Allegheny,  died  at  his  home  on  the  10th  of 
February.  He  was  a  most  genial  man,  well  known  to  many  of  our 
members.  His  influence  was  always  exerted  on  the  side  of  right. 
The  Western  Pennsylvania  Historical  society  held  a  memorial  meet- 
ing in  honor  of  his  memory. 

10 
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The  members  and  friends  of  Spring  Garden  mission,  are  very 
grateful  for  the  assistance  of  the  students  during  the  winter  in  the 
Sabbath  School,  at  the  prayer  meeting,  and  at  the  Sabbath  evening 
service.  Mr.  Meyer  preached  several  times  in  German.  On  the 
evening  of  March  24th,  there  was  an  audience  of  not  less  than  a 
hundred  aud  fifty.  They  paid  close  attention.  Mr.  McCleod  Smith, 
will  take  charge  of  the   mission  during  the  summer. 

One  result  of  the  very  pleasant  and  profitable  Christian  Endeavor 
meeting  held  in  the  Central  Allegheny  Church,  a  report  of  which  was 
given  last  month,  has  been  the  organization  of  two  new  societies  and 
the  deepening  of  interest  in  the  work  in  others.  Members  to  act  as 
an  executive  committee  have  been  appointed  by  some  of  the  societies 
and  no  doubt  will  soon  be  by  all.  As  there  appears  to  be  a  general 
desire  that  the  first  meeting  shall  not  be  the  last,  it  is  altogether  prob- 
able that  arrangements  will  be  made  for  the  holding  of  another 
sometime  in  the  fall. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Synod  in  Ireland,  Rev.  Prof.  Chancellor, 
D.  D.,  pastor  of  College  Street  South,  requested  permission  to  have 
an  assistant.  The  request  was  granted.  A  short  time  ago  a  deputa- 
tion of  members  presented  him  with  an  address  of  sympathy  and 
confidence  from  the  members  and  adherents  of  the  congregation.  The 
address  is  published  in  full  in  the  Witness,  of  March  15th.  Among 
other  kind  words  contained  in  it  are  these  : 

"  You  have  been  the  wise  counsellor,  the  sympathetic  consoler,  the 
faithful  confident,  and  the  true  friend  of  your  people.  You  have  also 
maintained  the  dignity  of  an  ambassador  of  Christ,  and  by  your  tact 
and  wisdom,  your  prudence  and  sagacity,  your  Christian  example, 
have  done  much  to  promote  the  peace,  unity,  and  prosperity  of  the 
congregation.  Throughout  a  ministry  of  almost  half  a  century  you 
have  shown  it  to  be  your  aim  to  uphold  the  honour  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  to  extend  the  knowledge  of  his  name,  and  to 
advance  his  glory.  As  preacher,  professor,  and  leader,  you  have 
loug  occupied  a  high  aud  honourable  position,  esteemed  in  our 
covenanting  church  not  only  in  Ireland,  but  in  Scotland  and  in 
America." 

Dr.  Chancellor  has  many  warm  friends  in  America,  who  will  unite 
with  his  congregation  in  the  hope  "that  the  rest  to  be  obtained  by 
having  an  assistant,  will  result  In  the  restoration  of  his  strength  and 
that  he  may  be  long  spared  to  continue  as  pastor,  and  that  the  bless 
ing  of  the  Most  High  may  rest  upon  him  and  his  family."     J.  W.  S. 

An  "  Epworth  Convention  "  is  to  be  held  in  Philadelphia  on  the 
26th  of  May  next.  It  is  to  be  a  Methodist  convention,  and,  of  course, 
will  be  lively.  It  will  be  the  gathering  of  the  young  people's  societies 
of  the  Methodist  Church.  They  unite  them  closely  together  and  pre- 
serve the  traditions  of  Methodism  by  naming  their  central  association 
the  "Epworth  League."  Wise  Methodists! — The  Presbyterian, 
April  3rd. 
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Rev.  3.  Dell  Johnston,  has  asked,  and  has  been  granted  release 
>m  the  Seattle  United  Presbyterian  congregation,  by  the  Home 
«ard.  The  United  Presbyterian  congregation,  organized  July  13, 
91,  in  our  East  End  church,  and  which  held  the  property  against 
r  church  until  ejected  by  law,  asked  and  obtained  a  dissolution  of 
iir  organization  at  a  late  meeting  of  Monongahela  Presbytery, 
ley  had  secured  a  pastor,  after  their  first  pastor,  Rev.  O.  B. 
illigan,  had  entered  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  statement  on  page  67  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  and 
)venanter,  about  the  California  Chinese  Mission  should  be 
idified  :  1.  The  union  meetings  were  not  during  the  Chinese 
ew  Year's,  but  during  the  week  following,  the  week  of  prayer — the 
linese  week  of  prayer.  2.  The  meetings  were  for  prayer — union 
ayer  meetings.  According  to  a  custom  begun  long  ago,  the 
iristians  of  the  five  Oakland  Missions  met  in  union.  3.  Not  the 
hoofe,  for  they  were  all  closed  during  the  week  of  prayer,  but 
most  only  the  Christians  met  together.  4.  The  fifty  or  sixty  who 
sre  at  the  opening  meeting  in  our  hall  were  all  or  nearly  all  baptized 
iristians;  probably  as  many  others,  at  least  quite  a  number,  could 
>t  be  there,  and  some  of  our  own  are  over  in  San  Francisco.  5.  At 
is  Monday  night  meeting  no  hymns  were  sung— only  psalms  either 
English  or  in  Chinese.  Always  when  such  meetings  were  and  are  held 
our  hall,  the  leader  is  a  Covenanter,  and  only  the  psalms  are  sung. 
II  the  Chinese  present  sing  in  earnest  as  freely  as  any  sing  hymns. 

N.  R.  Johnston. 
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LESSON  V.-May  5. 
THE  AGONY  IN  GBTBBEMANE.-Mark  14 :  32-42. 

Golden  Text  :     The  cup  which  my  Father  hath  given  mc,  shall  I 
t  drink  it  f— John  18:  11. 

The  supper  ended  in  the  upper  room,  Jesus  went  out  of  the  city 
ith  the  eleven  disciples,  and  passed  over  the  brook  Kedron,  and 
ilted  at  the  rise  of  Olivet,  at  Gethsemane.  The  word  means  oil- 
m}  and  was  a  local  name  of  the  portion  of  the  lower  slope  of  the 
11.  The  lesson  tells  us  of  the  agony  of  Jesus,  and  the  sleeping  of 
e  disciples — the  exhibition  in  one  account  of  the  exceeding  weight 
i  the  soul  of  Jesus  and  of  the  weakness  of  the  disciples  in  his  time 
trial.  Gethsemane  was  a  customary  resort  of  the  Saviour  with 
s  disciples,  a  resort  for  prayer,  removed  from  the  turmoil  of  the  city 
i  the  summit  beyond.  Her  sad  case  was  before  him,  and  lier  sin. 
ie  knew  not  her  peace.  His  heart  was  full  of  grief.  He  had  under- 
ken  the  work  of  saving  his  people,  Psalm  40 :  8.  He  was  about 
make  his  soul  an  offering  for  sin.      He  sought  unto  God,  Psalm 
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25  :  17.  He  separated  himself  with  three — Peter,  James  and  John— 
from  the  eleven.  See  also,  Mark  5 :  37  and  9:2.  "  He  began  to  be 
sore  amazed,  and  to  be  very  heavy."  He  separated  himself  from  the 
three,  bidding  them  watch.  Sympathy  would  aid  him,  as  it  does  us. 
He  wrestled  alone,  Hebrews  5 :  7.  His  human  nature  was  borne 
down  by  the  Lord.  "  His  soul  was  exceeding  sorrowful  unto  death." 
He  prayed  submissively  for  deliverance.  It  was  the  will  of  God  that 
he  should  suffer.  God  willed  the  salvation  of  his  people.  The 
Saviour  must  needs  suffer.  He  rose  from  prayer.  He  sought  human 
sympathy.  The  three  were  asleep  !  He  cautions  them.  They  are 
not  watching.  Again  and  again  he  repeated  the  prayer.  They  were 
not  yet  aroused.  They  had  not  watched.  Sinners  are  about  to  bind 
him.  The  betrayer  was  at  hand.  How  little  we  take  to  heart  the 
sin  of  the  world  !  How  feebly  we  enter  into  the  devotion  of  Christ! 
How  apt  are  we  to  be  off  our  guard. 
Psalms  20  :  1,  2  ;  69 :  1-3. 

shorter  catechism. 

Que8.  42.      Wlwi  is  the  sum  of  the  ten  commandments  t 
Ans.     The  sum  of  the  ten  commandments  is,  To  love  the  Lord 
our  God  with  all  our  heart,  with  all  our  soul,  with  all  our  strength, 
and  with  all  our  mind  ;  and  our  neighbor  as  ourselves. 


LESSON  VI.— Jlay  12. 

JESUS  BEFORE  THE  HIGH  PBIEST.-Mark  14 :  03-64. 

Golden  Text  :     He  is  despised  and  rejected  of  men. — Isa.  53 : 3. 

The  former  lesson  was  concerning  the  agony  in  Gethseraane,  Jesus 
rose  from  prayer  and  was  ready  to  meet  his  betrayer.  The  bandied 
him  away  to  the  house  of  Annas  in  the  night.  Annas  was  the 
deposed  high  priest,  one  who  had  the  devotion  of  the  rulers  of  the 
Jews.  Caiaphas,  his  son  in-law,  was  the  high  priest  set  up  by  the 
Roman  power.  Annas  sent  Jesus  bound  to  Caiaphas.  The  parallel 
passages  are  Matt.  26  :  57-66  ;  Luke  22  :  54,  55;  John  18  :  19-24. 
The  apostle  John  witnessed  the  trial,  Peter  was  in  the  court  of  the 
house,  and  under  the  influence  of  fear  denied  his  Lord.  His  repent- 
ance was  followed  by  the  forgiveness  of  Christ.  In  this  lesson  we 
read  of  the  testimony  against  Jesus,  false  and  discordant,  the  avowal 
of  his  Messiahship  by  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  and  the  judgment  of  the 
council,  the  Sanhedrim,  upon  Je>us  that  he -was  guilty  of  death.  The 
witnesses  against  Christ  dealt  with  his  words  in  his  early  ministry, 
John  2  :  19,  as  to  the  temple  of  his  body.  These  blinded  men  under- 
stood not  his  reference  to  his  death  and  resurrection,  and  could  not 
agree  as  to  his  fault.  Jesus  stood  without  any  evil  in  him — a  lamb 
led  to  the  slaughter.  Therefore  the  high  priest  adjured  him,  Matt. 
26  :  63.  Jesus  therefore  before  his  enemies,  silent  hitherto,  no* 
under  these  solemn  circumstances,  before  the  Jewish  council,  declaim 
that  he  was  the  Messiah,  and  as  the  prophecies  centred  in  him,  he  for* 
ther  declares,  though  now  a  prisoner  according  to  the  divine  purpose 


1895.]  Bible  Lessons.  117 

that  he  shall  be  stated  at  God's  right  hand,  and  shall  come  again  with 
the  majesty  of  God  in  the  clouds  of  heaven,  accompanied  by  angelic 
hosts,  "  Ye  shall  see  the  son  of  man."  His  enemies  should  behold  him, 
"Behold  he  cometh  with  clouds.  Every  eye  shall  see  him,  and  they 
also  which  pierced  him,"  Rev.  1  :  7.  This  solemn  declaration  and 
warning  effected  no  change  in  his  enemies.  Jesus  had  said  to  Peter 
who  confessed  Thou  art  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living  God,  that 
Sesh  and  blood  had  not  revealed  this  to  him,  but  his  Father  in 
heaven,  Matt.  16:  17.  These  men  turned  the  words  of  Jesus  into 
the  charge,  on  which  they  condemned  him,  as  a  blasphemer.  So  he 
suffered  for  the  truth,  died  witnessing  for  his  regal  claims.  To-day 
his  death  and  resurrection  are  past  events.  His  servants  witness  for 
his  rightful  power.  The  warning  remains,  he  is  at  the  right  hand  of 
God,  and  shall  come  in  the  clouds  of  heaven.  May  we  watch  and  pray 
for  his  coming,  not  alarmed  but  expectant,  waiting  for  our  Lord. 
Psalms  27  :  12-14 ;  35  :  9-12. 

shorter  catechi8m. 

Ques.  43.     What  is  Vie  'preface  to  the  ten  commandments? 

Ans.  The  preface  to  the  ten  commandments  is  in  these  words,  I 
am  the  Lord  thy  God  which  have  brought  thee  out  of  the  land  of 
Egypt,  out  of  the  house  of  bondage. 


LESSON  VII.— may  19. 

JESUS  BEFOBB  PILATE. -Mark  15  :  1-15. 

Golden  Text  :  -But  Jesus  yet  answered  nothing ;  so  thai  Pilate 
marvelled. — Mark  15:5. 

The  parallel  accounts  are  in  Matthew,  chapters  26  and  27 ;  in 
Luke  22  and  23;  and  in  John  18.  The  Jewish  council  had  pro- 
nounced Jesus  guilty  of  blasphemy.  They  separated  for  a  time,  but 
Jesus,  as  a  prisoner,  was  taunted  and  buffeted.  With  the  coming  of 
the  day  they  gathered  again,  and  doomed  Jesus  to  death,  binding 
him,  and  leading  him  away  to  Pilate,  the  Roman  governor.  He  sent 
him  to  Herod,  who  was  visiting  Jerusalem,  and  by  him,  he  was  sent 
hack  to  Pilate,  who  was  disturbed  by  his  presence,  and  endeavored 
to  avoid  the  issue.  The  incidents  may  be  grouped  as  relating  to: 
I.  Jesus  and  Pilate.  II.  Jesus  and  the  people.  III.  The  sentence. 
I.  Jesus  and  Pilate  :  Pilate  was  troubled.  The  Jews  pressed  on  him 
that  he  must  sentence  Jesus  as  setting  up  royal  claims.  They  had 
sentenced  him  for  blasphemy.  But  to  Pilate  they  presented  Jesus  as 
an  enemy  to  Caesar,  and  Pilate  as  not  faithful  to  Caesar  did  he  not 
condemn  him.  Jesus  answered  Pilate  as  to  his  kingship,  and  de- 
clared to  him,  that  God  had  left  him  in  his  hands,  otherwise  he  could 
nave  no  power  over  him,  and  that  the  Jews  who  surrendered  him 
tad  the  greatest  sin.  Pilate  endeavored  to  free  him — with  the 
People's  consent.  II.  Jesus  and  the  people:  The  Jews  led  on  by 
their  rulers  were  bent  on  his  destruction.  They  could  not  be  put  off. 
Pilate  as  usual  at  the  passover  granted  them  favor.     They  can  claim 
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a  prisoner.  The  choice  is  Barabbas  or  Jesus.  Barabbas  wis  a 
criminal,  a  murderer,  shall  liberty  be  given  him,  or  Jesus  ?  They  erf 
out  for  Barabbas.  He  is  the  people's  choice,  in  the  frenzy  of  their 
hatred  of  Christ,  the  heavenly  Messenger,  the  Messiah  of  Israel 
This  blind,  determined,  sinful  course  is  followed  to-day.  III.  Tfce 
sentence  is  given  by  Pilate.  He  will  not  resist  the  people.  Jesus v 
led  away  to  be  crucified.  So  now,  men  say  u  What  do  the  people 
want!  That  is  what  we  favor."  Iniquity  triumphs,  immorality  is 
countenanced.  But  God  shall  awake,  and  shall  judge  the  wicked, 
and  hurl  them  from  power. 
Psalms  82:  5-8;  50:  22,  23. 

shorter  catechism. 

Quis  44.     What  doth  the  preface  to  tlie  ten  commandments  teach  v*t 

Ans.     The  preface  to  the  ten  commandments  teacheth  us,  That 

because  God  is  the  Lord,  and  our  God,  and  Redeemer,  therefore  we 

are  bound  to  keep  all  his  commandments. 
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The  L.  M.  8.,  of  the  New  (Joucord,  Ohio  congregation,  passed  a  series  ef 
resolutions  on  the  death  of  Mrs.  Mat  Bkattie  Emery,  who  died  on  the  3fltk 
of  November,  1894,  in  the  75th  year  of  her  age.      The  com  mitt  tee  was  MaV 
Maggie  Jamison,  Miss  Sarah  Stewart,  and  Mrs.  Jennie  8.  Faris. 

Mr.  John  Marshall,  deacon,  and  for  twenty-seven  years  a  member  of  tat 
1st  Philadelphia  church,  died  on  Friday,  November  2, 1894,  in  the  57th  year  of1 
his  age.  He  was  born  in  County  Deny,  Ireland,  ana  united  with  the  charts 
under  the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  Peter  Sweeney.  Afterwards  he  passed  somi 
years  in  Scotland  under  the  ministry  of  Rev.  Alexander  Ronton  and  Rff* 
Robert  Wallace,  of  Glasgow.  In  the  year  1867  he  removed  to  the  United  States, 
and  since  that  time  he  has  been  a  steadfast  and  devoted  member  of  the  chores. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Ann  Cowan,  entered  into  rest  December  30,  1894,  at  the 
residence  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Calvin  McAllister,  Walton,  N.  Y.  Her  death 
was  caused  by  a  stroke  which  left  her  unable  to  move  or  speak  but  conscious  for 
more  than  a  week  before  her  death.  On  the  last  Sabbath  of  the  year  she  Quietly 
fell  asleep,  aged  80  years.  Elizabeth  Ann  McCullough  was  born  in  Newburgb, 
N.  Y.,  February  13,  1814.  She  was  married  to  Wm.  Cowan,  of  New  York  City, 
February  22, 1886,  and  with  her  husbaud  moved  to  York,  N.  Y.,  in  1843.  Her  hpf 
band  was  clerk  of  the  session  of  1st  congregation,  New  York,  and  afterward! 
clerk  of  session  of  York  congregation.  Mrs.  Cowan  was  a  mature  Christian  aad 
possessed  a  beautiful  Christian  character.  Gentle  and  kind  she  gave  her  life  to 
prayer  and  good  deeds,  and  was  widely  kuown  and  respected.  The  funeral  ser- 
vices were  held  from  the  Covenanter  church,  York,  N.  Y.,  Wednesday,  January 
2,  1895.  Com. 

Elder  Daniel  McMillan,  of  York,  N.  Y.  congregation  died  March  12th.  H» 
father,  John  McMillian,  came  from  Perthshire,  Scotland,  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  last  century  and  settled  in  the  Mohawk  Valley  at  Johnstown.     He  had 
three  sons,  Duncan,  Hugh  and  Daniel.      In  1812  the  family  moved  into  tbeir 
forest  home  and  settled  at  York.      Th^  first  journey  from  J.>hnstown  to  tail 
frontier  home  was  made  in  eleven  days       Daniel  was  the  youngest  son.     He 
attended  school  at.  Caledonia,  and  at  one  time  planned  to  take  up  the  study  of 
medicine,  but  in  1828  he  married  Margaret,  daughter  of  Malcom  McXaugbto*  : 
and  settled  on  a  portion  of  the  tract  taken  up  by  his  father.      In  this  same  year 
he  associated  with  others  and  founded  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  congregatioo 
of  York,  of  which  for  more  than  sixty  years  he  has  been  a  ruling  elder.    Of  bte 
ten  children  seven  lived  to  maturity  but  none  survive  him  save  his  son,  the  Hon. 
Daniel  H.  McMillan,  of  Buffalo,  and  Mrs.  John  Ackroyd  West,  of  Peoria,  111* 


'5.J 


Obituaries.  119 


sons,  the  Hon.  Mai  com  \f.  McMillan  and  Duncan  A.  McMillan  died  in 
nville,  Mo.t  in  1880  ;  John  D.  died  in  early  manhood  in  1854  ;  Anna  F., 
j  of  A.  t\  McEean  of  York,  died  in  1871,  and  Mary  C,  wife  of  the   Hon. 

B.  Hamilton  of  Rush,  died  in  1876. 

nna  Margaret  Chfz.  nee  Manners,  was  born  September  18,  1870,  near 
I  nut  City,  Iowa,  and  came  with  her  parents  to  this  ciiy  when  four  years  of  age, 
iiug  here  until  her  marriage  with  Joseph  Chez  September  16,  1891.  when 
removed  to  Indianapolis,  Iud.  About  two  years  ago  Mr  Chez,  seemed 
•sition  as  cashier  in  a  bank  at  Steubenville,  Ind.,  and  from  that  time  on  the 
;aeed  was  a  resident  of  that  city.  Anna  leaves  a  little  daughter  twenty-two 
iths  old  who  will  never  know  or  at  least  realize  the  blessing  of  a  mother's  love. 
.  Manners  was  at  the  bedside  of  her  daughter  when  the  Giver  of  all  called  for 
spirit  that  he  gave.  Anna  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
irch  ami  passed  to  her  eteinal  rest  with  perfect  trust  in  her  Saviour.  The 
>ased  graduated  from  the  Wahoo  high  school  in  the  first  class  which  had 
honor  of  completing  a  couise  in  that  school,  and  all  her  classmates  together 
i  hosts  of  friends  mourn  her  early  demise. 
Vahoo  {Neb.)  New  Era,  August,  1894. 

i.dkk  Thomas  Rrid,  Sr.,  was  bom  in  Chester  district,  South  Carolina,  Jan- 
y  24,  1802,  and  died  near  Supeiior,  Neb  ,  February  21,  181*5,  aged  98  years  and 
lays  Mr.  Reid  was  a  remarkable  man.  He  had  a  healthful,  vigorous  body, 
was  active  until  within  a  week  of  his  death,  which  was  occasioned  not  by 
age,  but  by  pneumonia.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  he  totally  abstained,  not 
f  from  strong  drink,  but  from  tobacco.  He  had  a  sound  mind  i*>  a  sound 
y.  His  early  advantages  were  few,  yet  by  home  leading  ho  became  a  man  of 
isual  intelligence.  He  was  well  versed  in  the  Scriptures  ;  was  for  id  Any  years 
efficient  Sabbath  School  teacher,  and  after  he  resigned  that  service,  was 
aye  found  in  a  Sabbath  School  class,  whenever  he  was  able  to  attend.  As  a 
ristian  be  was  very  humble  and  very  faithful.  He  never  brought  reproach 
the  cause  he  professed.  As  an  elder  he  was  ever  looked  up  to  as  one  whose 
gment  was  worthy  of  the  highest  respect.  He  was  faithful,  jet  did  not  favor 
d  rule.  He  ever  counselled  the  things  which  make  for  peace.  He  served  in 
*  office  in  the  congregation  of  Walnut  Ridge,  Indiana,  where  he  lived  thirty- 
Be  years  and  united  with  the  church  ;  next  in  Sharon,  Iowa,  congregation,  of 
ch  he  was  a  member  from  1850  to  lt*73  ;  then  in  Morning  Sun,  Iowa,  until 
3.  He  was  married  in  Indiana  and  lived  joyfully  with  the  wife  of  his  youth 
rly  sixty  five  years.  Six  children  survive.  His  wife  was  taken  away  April 
891.  Two  years  ago  he  went  to  make  his  home  with  a  son  in  the  bounds  of 
erior  congregation,  and  there  he  finished  his  course.  His  rem  ins  were  taken 
lorning  Sun,  Iowa,  to  rest  beside  othcis  of  his  family  who  had  gone  before, 
elp,  Lord ;  for  the  godly  man  censeth,  for  the  faithful  fail  from  among  the 
iren  ot  men."  Com. 

ied,  December  11,  1894,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Wilson  Allkn,  wife  of  Cochran 
n,  of  Mercer  county,  Pa.  Deceased  was  born  in  Slippery  Rock,  near  Rose 
)t.  May  31,  1829,  and  was  married  June  26,  184'.).  Her  husband  and  nine 
Iren  survive  her,  six  sons  and  three  daughters.  Two  of  the  sons  are  miu- 
s  of  the  everlasting  gospel.  W.  C,  of  York,  N.  Y.,  of  our  own  chinch,  and 
.,  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  Newark,  N.  J.  Born  of  Covenanter 
ntage — being  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Wils'ii,  elder  in  Slippery  Rock  con- 
ation, who  walked  from  Rose  Point,  Pa.  to  Ph  ladelphia,  to  attend  the 
)d  of  1883 — Mrs.  Allen  was  an  active  member  of  the  Refoimed  Presbyterian 
rcb  from  her  youth.  She  connected  with  the  Slippery  Rock  congregation 
3i- the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Jas.  Klackwood.  After  her  marriage  she  united 
i  the  old  Springfield,  now  Mercer  congregation.  At  the  lime  of  her  Heath 
was  in  connection  with  the  New  Castle  congregation.  She  was  a  faithful 
,  tender  mother,  true  friend  and  excellent  neighbor.  In  disposition  she  was 
le,  generous,  affectionate,  and  truly  unselfish,  always  thinking  of  <  thers 
re  self.  In  religion  she  was  a  firm  believer  in  the  Covenanter  faith,  yet 
ys  ready  and  willing  to  unite  with  Christians  of  any  name  in  every  good 
c.  Her  growing  desire  as  she  ripened  in  the  Christian  life  was  that  the 
"eh  of  Ood  might  be  one.  She  was  an  active  member  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  and 
jially  earnest  in  encouraging  young  people  to  take  an  active  part  in  Christian 
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work.  Although  a  great  sufferer  at  times  during  the  last  year  of  her  life  ber 
never-failing  patience  was  an  exhibition  of  what  the  grace  of  God  can  produce 
in  a  human  soul.  Her  mind  was  cleat  to  the  very  last  and  when  the  end  drew 
near  she  expressed  perfect  resignation  to  the  will  of  the  Master  and  even  desired 
to  depart  and  be  with  Jesus  which  is  far  better.  "Her  children  arise  up  and 
call  her  blessed  ;  her  husband  also  and  he  praiseth  her/'  J.  S.  M. 

Wb  note  the  c  ose  of  the  lives  <f  two  aged  members  of  North  Union  congre- 
gation, Butler  county,  Pa.  Mh.  William  Douthett  and  Mrs.  Mary  (  Wiwoi) 
Douthett,  bis  wife.  Mrs.  Douthett  was  fiom  Slippery  Rock,  and  they  were 
married  nearly  62  years  ago.  The  farm  near  Brownsdale  had  been  their  bom* 
for  all  this  period,  anu  from  it  their  bodies  were  Ixnue  together  to  the  burial 
ground  not  far  away.  They  had  long  felt  the  infirmities  of  age,  but  their  in- 
terest in  all  that  concerned  Christ's  kingdom  was  unabated.  Mrs.  Douthett  was 
unflagging  to  the  last  in  her  zeal  for  the  temperance  reform.  Many  have  eujortd 
of  late  years  during  the  vacancy  of  North  Union,  their  hospitality  in  the  min- 
istry of  the  daughter  at  home.  They  were  not  far  divided  in  death.  Mr.  Doiitbett 
died  Friday  morning,  March  8th,  and  on  Saturday  evening,  Mi's.  Douthett 
passed  away.     They  have  entered  into  rest. 

Rev.  John  Galbraith,  long  the  pastor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Douthett,  and 
now  entering  his  78th  year  adds  the  following  : 

William  Douthett  and  Mary  Wilson,  his  wife,  were  members  of  Union  congre- 
gation in  1843,  the  first  year  of  my  pastorate.  Their  children  Mary  Jane  and 
Sarah  Margaret,  were  admitted  to  the  Lord's  table  in  1852,  and  Man  ha  in  1857, 
all  now  deceased.  Mary  Jane  and  Robert  Speer,  of  New  Castle,  were  married 
April  18,  1861.  These  three  daughters  were  removed  in  early  lite.  The  fourth 
daughter,  Rosanna,  was  admitted  to  the  Lord's  table  in  1860,  and  was  married 
to  George  Martiu.  of  Slippery  Rock  congregation,  June  11,  1872.  Wilson  Cargill 
the  only  son,  caine  to  full  membership  in  1865,  and  Jemima  in  October  1870,  the 
youngest  of  the  children.  She  had  the  privilege  and  burden  of  ministering  to 
her  parents  for  many  years.  The  parents  weie  buried  March  11th,  in  one  graft* 
Many  friends  invoke  the  Lord's  blessing  upon  the  daughter  that  ministered  to 
them  for  so  many  years.  This  is  the  best  memorial  I  can  write  of  my  departed 
friends — ill  the  children  in  the  fold. 

Mr.  Andrew  Chawfokd  was  born   in  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  of  Scotch 
parentage  September  15   1815.    In  December,  1888,  he  married  Mary  McCleery, 
and  together  they  spent  more  than  fifty-two  years  of  domestic  happiness  so 
sincere  that  neither  the  hardships  of  pioneer  life  nor  the  self  denial  necessary  to 
the  rearing  ot  a  large  family  could  destroy  its  comfort.   Iu  1843,  father  Crawfoid's 
elder  brother  having  died  and  a  younger  brother  haviug  emigrated  to  Ameiicai 
he  decided  to  follow  ai.d  brought  his  mother,  his  wife  and  their  two  children  u» 
the  then   wooded  wilderness  of  Muskingum  county,  Ohio.     Duriug  their  first 
fifteen  veais  in  America,  three  sons  and  two  daughters  were  t>orn  to  them,  alio/ 
whom  grew  to  maturity,   married  and  had  families.      At  the  time  of  father 
Crawford's  death   he   had  tweuty-one  grand   children  and  three  great  gnuw 
children.     When  he  came  to  this  country,  the  Ohio  canal  was  being  put  through 
and  he  went  to  work  on  it  shovelling  earth.     In  a  short  time  he  bought  a  small 
tract  of  land  in  the  western  part  of  Cass  township  which  he  afterwards  disposed 
of,  and  pui  chased  the  farm  on  which  he  spent  nearly  fifty  years.    To  pay  for  this 
he  worked  eaily  and  late  and  denied  himself  everything  but  the  necessaries  if 
life,  while  his  faithful  wife  shared  cheerfully  his  laborsand privations:  sotheir yeai* 
went  by  until  finally  the  wife'*  health  failed  and  in  March,  1891,  she  was  Hid 
away  to  res*.     Father  Crawford's  last  illness  was  very  brief.     He  was  ailing  l'*8 
than  a  week  and  was  seriously  ill  only  two  days      llis  death  which  took  pl*^ 
at  1  p.  M.,  January  12,  1895,  was  a  sudden  and  painful  shock,  not  oi.ly  to  his  own 
family,  but  also  to  the  large  circle  of  neighbors  and  acquaintances  to  whom  he 
was  a  valued  friend.     He  left  four  children,   Matthew  and  John  Crawford," 
Minburn,  iowa,   Mrs.  Joseph   McFarland,  of  Stanton,   Pa.  and   Andrew,  who 
occupies  the  old  homo  near  Dresden,  Ohio.    All  were  present  at  his  funeral  except 
Matthew.     Father  and  nn  ther  Crawford  were  firm,   unwavering  Covenant?!* 
The  distinctive  principles  of  the  church  were  very  dear  to  them.     They  lived 
quiet,  commendable  Christian  lives  and  died  in  the  full  assurance  of  a  glorious 
resurrection.    "  Mark  the  perfect  and  behold,  the  upright  for  the  latter  end  of  that 
man  is  peace."  Cox. 
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-Editorial. 


The   matter  on   hand  needed    to   be  published    in    this  number, 
because  our  next  issue  is  devoted  to  the  Minutes  of  Synod.     This 
cuts  down  the  editorials.     We  must  have  space,  however,  to  ask  the 
united   prayer  of  the  people  for  the  approaching  meeting  of  Synod. 
At  all  times  Synod   needs  the  presence  and  guidance  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.     Yet  there  is  a  special  feature  in  this  meeting,  in  the  place  of 
assembly.     For  the  first  time  in  its  history  Synod  meets  west  of  the 
Missouri  river.     There   is  in   this  an   indication  of  extension  of  our 
work.     There  are  influences  to   be  set  at  work,  and  the  next  Synod 
may   do    much    for   good,    if    united    and    faithful.     The   National 
Reform   meeting  that    precedes  its  sessions  will  direct  attention  to 
the  gathering.      The    labors   of    Synod's    lecturer    throughout    the 
church,  will   have   led   the   people  to  a  higher  appreciation  of  their 
noble  heritage,  in  the  instruction  they  have   had  in  the  all  embracing 
truth  of  the  Headship  of  Christ.     There  are  differences  of  judgment 
among  us  as  to  methods,  there  are  personal  elements   in  some  of  the 
questions  that   hinder  clearness  of  sight,  there  are  local  troubles  that 
have  gal hered  to  themselves  larger  issues  as  if  to  exaggerate  their  im- 
portance.    Yet,  after  all,  the  Synod  as  an  assembly  of  the  elders  can 
hear,  judge  and  determine  without  heat  or  passion.     The  interests  of 
the  Redeemer's  cause  at  home  and   abroad  should  engage  attention, 
and  while  the  elders  take  counsel    together,  may   prayer  be  made  for 
them  in  the  congregation,  at  family  altars,  and   in  the  privacy  of  the 
chamber. 


Our  April  editorial  furnished  a  text  to  the  Christian  Reformer. 
It  has  furnished  us  in  turn  with  a  text,  but  for  a  shorter  discourse. 
"It  is  one  thing  to  oppose  a  movement.  It  is  quite  a  different  thing 
to  oppose  certain  methods  of  that  movement. "  Let  us  grant  this  to 
one  aifother.  Opposition  to  sending  out  a  lecturer  on  Political  Dis- 
sent though  the  mind  of  Synod  may  not  spring  from  opposition  to 
Political  Dissent.     Opposition  to  the  plan  and  methods  approved  and 
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carried  out  of  late  years  by  the  sub-executive  committee  of  the  National 
Reform  Association  may  not  spring  from  opposition  to  National 
Reform,  or  the  National  Reform  Association.  Criticism  of  measures 
easily  runs  into  criticism  of  men.  The  effort  should  be  to  prevent 
this.   This  we  have  striven  to  do.   We  do  notclkim  to  have  succeeded. 

And  now  while  making  these  remarks,  we  wish  it  understood  that 
we  consider  the  appointment  of  a  lecturer  by  last  Synod  as  a  mark  of 
the  vitality  of  our  church,  a  forward  step  that  the  times  in  which  we 
live  demands.  A  movement  grows  in  intensity  if  it  goes  on  to  sac- 
cess.  What  if  the  lecturer  appointed  is  conscious  of  the  importance 
of  his  mission  ?  This  is  a  frequent  indication  of  one's  call  to  a 
special  work — a  conviction  of  its  supreme  importance.  And  what  a 
thought  possesses  him  !  As  for  the  church  herself,  she  cannot  but  go 
forward,  as  entrusted  with  the  truth.  She  has  put  her  hand  to  the 
plough.  No  one  intrudes  when  his  purpose  in  asking  entrance  is 
made  known,  and  he  is  invited  to  enter. 

Again,  we  are  furnished  with  the  closing  word  of  exhortation: 
"  Let  us  by  all  means  have  harmony  and  co -operation. "  W. 


p 


RIGINAL. 


CONVENTION  OF  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCHES. 


IV. ALEXANDER    PEDEN. 


BY  MR.   A.   B.  TODD,    CUMNOCK. 


"  O  my  heart  is  weary,  weary 
Of  these  cruel  killing  times, 
When  to  serve  our  Saviour  freely 
Is  the  worst  of  human  crimes  ! 
O  my  heart  is  weary,  weary 

Of  this  red  rule  of  the  sword ! 
Earth  is  grown  no  home  for  Peden  ; 
Take  me  to  thy  home,  dear  Lord?" 

—ProfeuorBlackU. 

Alexander  Peden,  was  born  at  Auohincloich,  in  the  parish  of  Soro» 
in  the  year  1626,  just  one  year  after  the  accession  to  the  throne  of 
King  Charles  I.,  a  time  of  unrest,  and  of  the  passing  of  measut* 
which  were  entirely  subversive  of  the  Presbyterian  order  of  govern* 
ment  in  the  church,  for  in  1618,  the  General  Assembly,  presided  over 
by  the  Archbishop  of  St.  Andrews,  supported  by  the  other  prelate 
aud  the  nobility,  passed  five  Acts  most  obnoxious  to  the  Presb^* 
terians,  and  Charles  at  once  set  himself  to  carry  out  all  the  evil 
designs  of  his  father,  with  an  equally  high  hand  and  far  more  ability 
and  astuteness.  Peden  thus  came  into  the  world  in  troublous  times, 
and  left  it,  as  we  shall  see,  in  times  more  troublous  still. 

Where  lie  was  educated  for  the  church  is  not  known  with  certainty, 
but  there  can  hardly  be  a  doubt  that  he  studied  at  the  University  ot 
Glasgow,  distant  from  Auchincloich  about  twenty-five  miles.  For  a 
while  he  acted  as  schoolmaster,  session-clerk,  and  precentor,  at  Tar- 
bolton,  little  more  than  two  hours'  travel  from  his  birthplace. 
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Elaviug  received  license  lo  preach ,  Peden  was  soon  after  settled  as 
minister  of  New  Luce,  in  Galloway,  a  parish  which  some  twelve 
trs  before  had  been  separated  from  the  ancient  parish  of  Glenluce, 
1  here  he  continued  for  three  years,  until,  in  1663,  he  was  ejected 
m  his  church  by  the  Act  of  Glasgow — called  The  Drunken  Act- 
ore  Bishop  Burnet  tells  us  that  "  the  members  of  the  council  were 
so  drunk  that  they  were  not  capable  of  considering  anything  that 
s  put  before  them,  and  would  hear  of  nothing  but  the  executing  of 
t  law  without  any  relenting  or  delay/'     The  Act  passed  was,  that 

ministers  who  had  been  ordaiued  since  the  year  1649,  should 
eive  "  Collation,"  or  admission  from  the  bishops  of  their  several 
tricts,  or  should  be  compelled  to  remove  from  their  parishes  and 
^byteries,  and  that  they  should  then  cease  from  exercising  any  part 
their  ministerial  office,  and  that  none  of  the  parishioners  should 
>air  to  them,  under  pain  of  being  punished  as  frequenters  of  pri- 
te  conventicles  and  meetings. 

After  this  Mr.  Peden,  taking  his  life  in  hand,  went  from  place  to 
tee,  preaching,  baptizing,  and  exhorting.  Early  in  January,  1666, 
iitation  for  his  appearance  before  them,  was  issued  by  the  council 
Edinburgh,  and  for  his  non-appearance  he  was  declared  a  rebel, 
d  forfeited  in  life  and  fortune.  Joining  the  Covenanters  from  Gallo- 
iy,  who,  galled  by  their  persecutors,  had  taken  up  arms,  Peden  left 
?ai  at  Lanark,  for  which  he  ever  after  bitterly  accused  himself; 
hough  no  good  could  have  come  by  his  continuing  with  them,  thev 
ing  soon  after  sorely  defeated  by  that  savage  soldier,  General  Dalziel, 

Pentland.  Peden,  however,  was  not  a  man  of  war,  like  the  re- 
wned  Richard  Cameron. 

Tradition  still  records  many  of  his  weary  and  perilous  wanderings 
ring  the  course  of  the  seven  years  following ;  now  in  the  deep  Glen- 
ne,  leading  up  to  the  lonely  mountains  which,  in  all  directions, 
etch  away  from  the  mist-crowned  heights  of  Wanlockhead  ;  now  in 
e  valley  of  the  Cree,  by  the  shores  of  dark  Loch  Trool,  or  among 
e  farm-steadings,  or  with  the  friendly  lairds  of  Carrick.  In  the  lat- 
'district,  in  1673,  he  was  apprehended  by  Major  Cockburn  in  the 
•use  of  Mr.  Hugh  Ferguson  of  Knorkdow,  and  being  carried  pris- 
er  to  Edinburgh,  he  was  sent  to  and  confined  on  the  Bass  Rock  for 
fe  years.  In  December,  1678,  he  was  brought  to  Edinburgh,  and 
th  sixty  other  ,  sentenced  to  be  transported  to  Virginia,  not  to  return 
Scotland  under  pain  of  death.  They  were  all  sent  by  sea  to  London, 
xlen,  however,  confidently  telling  them  that  "the  ship  was  not  yet 
tilt  that  would  take  them  to  America."  And  so  it  turned  out,  for 
e  captain  who  had  been  engaged  to  carry  them  thither,  finding  that 
ey  were  being  banished  for  their  religious  opinions  only,  refused  to 
ke  them  on  board,  and  the  other  captain  refusing  to  keep  them  any 
iger,  they  were  set  at  liberty,  and  found  their  way  back  to  their 
ling  places  in  Scotland  in  safety,  the  English  showing  them  great 
idness  by  the  way.  Peden,  however,  did  not  return  at  the  same  time 
the  others,  he  not  returning  till  the  summer  of  1679,  and  just  when 
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the  Covenanters — outnumbered,  disunited  and  betrayed — were  being 
defeated  and  slaughtered  at  Both  well  Bridge.  For  safety,  Peden  went 
for  a  short  time  to  Ireland,  and  shortly  after  his  return  he  married  the 
pious  and  intelligent  John  Brown,  of  Priesthill,  in  the  wilds  of  Muir- 
kirk,  to  the  equally  excellent  Isabel  Weir,  a  native  of  Sorn,  whose  lot, 
more  even  than  that  of  her  foully  murdered  husband,  has  caused  more 
teai*s  to  trickle  from  the  eyes  than  that  of  any  other  Scottish  widow 
has,  perhaps,  ever  done  since.  When  the  marriage  had  taken  place, 
Peden  is  said  to  have  taken  the  young  wife  aside,  and  said  to  her: 
u  Isabel,  you  have  got  a  good  man  to  be  your  husband,  but  you  will 
not  enjoy  him  long ;  prize  his  company,  and  keep  linen  by  you  to  be 
his  winding  sheet,  for  you  will  need  it  when  you  are  not  looking  for 
it,  and  it  will  be  a  bloody  one."  And  so  it  came  to  pass  only  four 
years  after,  on  a  May  morning,  when  one  of  the  most  wantonly  cruel 
crimes  was  committed  by  "the  bloody  Graham/'  of  Claverhouse,  in  the 
shooting  of  "  the  Christian  carrier,"  at  his  own  door,  in  presence  of  his 
wife,  witli  one  terrified  child  by  her  side,  a  babe  in  her  arms,  and  an- 
other about  to  be  born.  Her  God,  however,  not  only  supported  her 
in  that  awful  hour,  but  made  her  strong  and  bold  even  to  rebuke  and 
defv  the  human  fiend  after  he  had  scattered  her  dear  husband's  bnins 
upon  the  heath. 

In  his  latter  years  Peden  preached  less,  but  prayed  more;  saying 
that  "  it  was  only  praying  folks  who  would  get  through  the  storm." 
His  last  sermon  was   preached   at  Collumwood,  a  most  romantic J«nd 
secluded  spot  on  the  water  of  Ayr,  a  few  miles  before  it  falls  into  die 
Frith  of  Clvde,  at   the   town  of  Avr.     A  little  while  before  tlii^,  lie 
came  in  his  wanderings  to  the  grave  of  Richard  Cameron,  in  the  lone 
and  wild  Ayrsmoss,  where  weary  and  worn,  sad  at  heart,  and  in  hourly 
peril  from  the  king's  troops,  and  base  informers  and  spies  who  were 
in  search  of  him,  he  sat  himself  down  and  cried,  "  O  to  be  \vP  Ritchie! 
Soon,  however,  the  light  of  heaven — through  the  promised  Comforter 
— inspired  him  with  hope  and  courage — 

"  Ami  Peden  went  his  way  refreshed, 
For  peace  and  hope  were  given  ; 
And  Cameron's  grave  had  proved  to  him 
The  very  gate  of  heaven." 

It  has  always  been  supposed,  and  very  often  said,  that  Peden  ^^ 
at  Auchiucloich,  his  brother's  house,  where  he  was  born.  It  is  Uue 
that  he  died  at  his  brother's  house,  but  this  was  not  then  at  Auclii11 
cloich,  that  farm  not  then  being  in  his  brother's  possession  at  all,  but 
in  that  of  a  "John  Kichman  "  (Richmond)  as  we  have  found  from^e 
most  conclusive  evidence.  The  farm  where  his  brother  then  \vas:i,u* 
where  Peden  died,  was  that  of  Ten-Shilling-Side,  in  the  parish  of  $or»> 
though  close  to  the  boundary  of  that  of  AuchinJeck,  and  only  alx»ut 
half  a  mile  from  Auchinleck  House,  the  seat  of  the  Boswells;  mid  the 
cave,  which  was  his  last  hiding  place,  is  in  a  rock,  close  to,  and  rising 
abruptly  from  the  stream,  and  which  is  still  very  much  hidden,  and 
which  no  stranger  could  ever  discover,  the  entrance  being  by  a  narrow 
ledge  of  red  sandstone,  the  pool  beneath  being  dark  and  deep.    Shortly 
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fore  his  death  he  was  visited  by  that  youthful  and  enthusiastic  up- 
dder  of  the  covenant,  James  Renwick,  when  a  misunderstanding 
liich  had  taken  place  between  them  was  fully  cleared  up.  At  part- 
us, the  aged  saint  said  to  the  youthful  hero :  "  Go  on  in  single  depend- 
ce  on  the  Lord,  and  ye  will  get  honestly  through,  aud  clear  off  the 
ige,  when  many  others  who  hold  their  heads  high,  will  lie  in  the 
ire,  and  make  foul  hands  and  garments." 

Soon  after  this,  finding  his  end  approaching,  and  learning  that  his 
ding  place  had  been  discovered,  he  appeared  one  morning  early  at 
s  brother's  house,  whose  wife  seeing  him  told  him  that  he  must  go 
ck  to  the  cave,  for  the  enemy  would  be  there  directly.  He  said  that 
e  cave  being  discovered,  he  had  done  with  it,  but  in  forty-eight  hours 
•  would  be  beyond  the  reach  of  all  his  enemies.  He  also  said  that 
iry  him  where  they  might,  he  would  be  lifted  again.  He  was  then 
dden  as  best  they  could  in  the  house,  and  though  shortly  after  the 
ldiers  came  and  searched  the  place — not  finding  him  in  the  cave — 
ey  missed  him,  and  the  good,  weary  old  man  died  in  peace. 
Peden's  biographers  all  state  that  he  was  buried  in  the  Laird  of 
ffleck's  aisle;  but  this  also  is  an  error,  and  no  one  who  knows  the 
icient  Boswell  family,  and  their  strange  rock-hewn  family  vault,  deep 
uler  the  ground,  will  doubt  that  it  is  an  error.  But  we  have  other 
oof.  We  quite  well  remember  a  very  aged  and  a  highly  respectable 
an,  named  Hodge,  and  he  unhesitatingly  stated,  that,  when  a  little 
)y,  he  had  heard  his  grandfather  relate  that  he  had  witnessed  the 
fting  of  Pederi,  standing  amid  a  group  of  horror-stricken  villagers, 
he  grave,  he  said,  \va*|at  some  distance  from  and  south  of  the  Auchiu- 
?ck  aisle. 

The  brutal  soldiers  and  the  equally  brutal  commander  of  the  party, 
arried  the  body  to  Cumnock,  and  would  have  hung  it  in  chains  on  the 
allows  there,  but  for  the  intervention  of  William,  second  earl  of  Dum- 
ries,  a  privy  councillor,  when  it  was  buried  at  the  gallow's  foot,  but 
vliich  half  a  century  later  became  part  of  the  churchyard  ;  and  where, 
Q  addition  to  the  old  gravestone  which  covers  his  remains,  a  costly 
nd  beautiful  granite  monument  to  his  memory  was  erected  three  years 
go,  and  inaugurated  by  Professor  Blackie  in  presence  of  fully  4,000 
*ople,  a  full  account  of  which  with  a  capital  representation  of  the 
nouument,  will  be  found  in  the  appendix  to  the  second  edition  of  the 
3omf8,  Haunts  and  Battlefields  of  the  Covenanters. 


ANNALS  OF  THE  NEW   BRUNSWICK   AND  NOVA  SCOTIA 

PRESBYTERY. 


BY  REV.    W.  M.   GLA8G0W,    BEAVER  FALLS,   PA. 


1841-1848. 

The  St.  John  congregation,  with  adjacent  societies,  had  been  left  all 
ese  years  without  a  regular  supply  of  preaching.  Earnest  entreat- 
*  had  been  made  to  the  Synod  of  Ireland  for  a  minister.  The 
'nod  of  Ireland  sent  out  Rev.  Alexander  McLeod   Staveley,  who 
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arrived  in  St.  John,  in  August,  1841.  The  St.  John  congregation 
was  now  regularly  organized,  with  John  Armstrong  and  Robert 
Ewing,  ruling  elders,  Mr.  Staveley  being  installed  the  pastor.  There 
were  about  seventy-five  members.  With  three  regularly  settled 
pastors  in  the  Provinces,  the  Covenanter  vine  began  to  put  forth  its 
branches  and  to  yield  fruit.  As  early  as  1840,  the  temperance  ques- 
tion began  to  be  agitated  in  the  St.  John  congregation,  and,  as  there 
was  but  one  member  who  sold  spirituous  liquors,  he  was  suspended 
until  he  .finally  quit  the  business  and  returned  to  the  church.  In 
1842,  the  Irish  element  in  St.  Andrew's  Presbvterian  Church  became 
dissatisfied  with  the  pastor  and  the  ruling  Scotch  element,  and  with- 
drew to  form  a  new  congregation.  They  had  arranged  with  a  young 
Irish  preacher,  Rev.  Robert  Irvine,  to  take  charge  of  them,  but  he 
failed  to  arrive  at  the  specified  time,  and  they  came  in  a  body  to  the 
Covenantor  Church  in  the  "  Cove/'  and  filled  up  the  building.  They 
remained  but  a  short  time,  however;  for,  upon  the  arrival  of  Mr. 
Irvine,  who  was  a  popular  and  eloquent  preacher,  these  followers  not 
only  gathered  about  him,  but  some  of  the  members  of  the  Covenanter 
congregation.  In  1845,  the  St.  John  session  was  increased  by  the 
election  of  James  Agnew  and  David  Bates,  ruling  elders.  In  1847, 
Mr.  Bates  removed  to  the  mouth  of  the  Jemseg. 

Mr.  Clarke  had  voted  at  some  election  in  Nova  Scotia,  which  he 
claimed  was  not  contrary  to  the  position  of  the  church  on  civil  rela- 
tions, but  failed  to  satisfy  the  requirements  of  the  presbytery, 
absented  himself  from  the  meetings,  and,  in  1845,  declined  the 
authority  of  the  court  in  the  premises.  His  case  was  then  referred 
to  the  supreme  judicatory — the  Synod  of  Ireland. 

There  was  still  great  need  for  another  missionary  in  New  Bruns- 
wick. In  answer  to  the  demands  of  the  rapidly  increasing  field,  the 
Synod  of  Ireland  sent  out  Rev.  James  Reid  Lawson,  who  arrived  i» 
St.  John  in  October,  1845.  After  visiting  different  parts  of  the 
Provinces,  he  finally  settled  at  South  Stream,  now  Barnesville,  some 
twenty  miles  east  of  St.  John.  Although  there  were  only  two  or 
three  Covenanters  in  that  region  at  the  time,  Mr.  Lawson  soon  built 
up  a  promising  society,  which  was  organized  into  the  Barnesville 
congregation,  April  12,  1846,  by  the  ordination  of  Samuel  Hender- 
son and  Henry  Sands,  ruling  elders,  Mr.  Lawson  being  installed  the 
pastor. 

For  some  years  a  few  families  of  Covenanters  had  found  their  way 
through  the  Provinces  into  the  forests  of  Maine,  and  had  settled  at 
Littleton,  on  the  Meduxnekeag  river,  some  five  miles  north  of  Houl- 
ton,  Aroostook  county.  In  1840,  Joseph  Henderson  had  emigrated 
from  Donegal,  Ireland,  and  settled  in  this  regiou  when  it  was  an  un- 
broken wilderness.  In  1845,  his  parents,  two  sisters,  and  his  three 
brothers — William,  Thomas  and  John — joined  him,  and  they  held 
fellowship  meetings  in  each  other's  houses  every  Sabbath.  In  1847, 
Mr.  Staveley,  of  St.  John,  visited  them,  and  preached  in  the  neigh- 
borhood as  the  first  minister  in  that  whole  region.  The  location  was 
isolated.     There  being  no  raWro&ta  \\\  \fooafe  Avjv>  \t  took  two  days  to 
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>rae  up  the  St.  John  river  by  boat  to  Woodstock,  N.  B.,  and  then 
rive  some  sixteen  miles  to  the  Littleton  settlement. 

In  March,  1845,  Mr.  Staveley  visited  the  head  of  Mill  Stream, 
^ueensville)  N.  B.,  some  sixty  miles  northeast  of  St.  John,  ana 
reached  and  baptized  six  children.  In  October,  1847,  he  returned 
ad  organized  a  society  by  ordaining  Robert  Elder  a  ruling  elder, 
Lmong  the  original  members  at  Mill  Stream  were  Thomas  Kelso, 
ames  Kelso  ami  wife,  Charles  Gailey  and  wife,  Robert  Elder  and 
rife,  and  William  Gailey  and  wife.  Shortly  afterwards  the  society 
Fas  augmented  by  the  arrival  of  Alexander  Elder  and  wife — in  all 
boot  thirty  members.  They  erected  a  house  of  worship,  and  enjoyed 
ccaaional  supplies.  Subsequently  other  families  connected,  among 
rhom  was  Mr.  Grindon,  an  English  Episcopalian,  who  had  married  a 
pod  Covenanter  wife  in  the  person  of  James  Kelso's  daughter.  By  re- 
aoval  and  death  the  Mill  Stream  society  is  reduced  to  about  ten 
oembers,  among  whom  is  Robert  Elder,  the  original  and  only  elder 
f  the  society. 

In  the  spring  of  1847,  Alexander  C.  Stuart,  a  student  of  theology 
f  the  Original  Secession  Church  of  Ireland,  came  to  the  Provinces, 
ook  up  his  abode  in  St.  John,  and  connected  with  the  Covenanter 
Jhurch  in  that  city.  He  was  far  advanced  in  his  studies,  and  desired 
o  be  actively  engaged  in  religious  work.  The  condition  of  the  waste 
)laces  pleading  for  preaching,  led  the  presbytery  to  license  Mr.  Stuart, 
it  St.  John,  September  26,  1847.  He  preached  with  some  degree  of 
loceptance  at  Mill  Stream,  Campbell, and  other  places  in  New  Bruns- 
wick, for  two  or  three  years,  and  then  came  to  the  States  and  sup- 
plied in  our  vacancies  for  a  few  years.  In  1852,  he  repaired  to 
Montreal,  where  he  joined  the  United  Presbyterian  Church.  He  is 
dow  a  Presbyterian  minister  in  Kentucky. 

Mr.  Clarke  having  violated  his  church  principles  and  ministerial 
vows,  and  having  declined  the  authority  of  the  presbytery  and  Synod, 
Was  formally  suspended,  and  his  name  stricken  from  the  roll  October 
14, 1847.  He  now  identified  himself,  and  all  the  congregations  and 
stations  under  his  care  in  Westmoreland  county,  N.  B.,  and  Cumber- 
land county,  N.  S.,  with  the  General  Synod  (New  School)  of  the 
United  States.  There  were  about  two  hundred  communicants  in  all. 
Hie  following  is  Mr.  Clarke's  letter  to  the  Northern  Presbytery  of 
the  General  Synod,  and  his  application   for  reception  into  that  body  : 

*  3b  the  Moderator  and  remanent  members  of  the  Nwthem  Presbytery 

in  connection  with  the  Reformed  Presbyterian   General  Synod  of 

North  America : 

"The  petition  of  Alexander  Clarke,  of  Amherst,  N.  S.,  humbly 

*howetht  that,  twenty  years  ago,  the  petitioner  was  sent  out  as  a 

missionary  to 'these  Provinces  by  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Synod 

°f  Ireland ;  that  in  the  present  field  of  his  labor  the  petitioner  found 

oat  one  professed  Covenanter;    that  there  was  not  a  Presbyterian 

house  of  worship  in  the  two  counties  in  which  petitioner's  circuit  lies, 

°or  any  suitable  place  for  preaching  at  all ;    that  there  \m*fc  Y>v\\*  tew 
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of  the  Presbyterian  name,  and  those,  in  many  instances,  unworthy  of 
even  the  name ;  that  now  there  are  many  stations,  four  houses  of 
worship — a  fifth  in  progress — other  places  of  accommodation,  and 
nearly  two  hundred  communicants.  That  in  view  of  these  facts  and 
aware  that  the  petitioner  stands  alone,  others  wish  to  press  into  the 
field,  and  that  without  immediate  help  no  one  man,  in  these  shaking 
times,  can  hold  these  many  posts  together;  and  that  as  the  petitioner's 
views  of  public  policy  are  in  accordance  with  those  of  your  reverend 
body,  therefore,  petitioner  earnestly  prays  that  you  will,  without 
delay,  take  him  in  your  connection,  under  your  protection,  and  send 
him  some  assistance.  And  the  petitioner  hereby  promises  to  follow 
no  divisive  courses,  but  to  yield  all  due  subordination  in  the  Lord. 
And  petitioner,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  etc.,  etc. 

"Alexander  Clarke. 

"  Amheist,  N.  S.,  2d  Febmary,  1848." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Northern  Presbytery,  held  in  New  York  City, 
April  21,  1848,  Mr.  Clarke,  and  all  the  congregations  and  stations 
under  his  care,  were  formally  received  into  the  General  Synod  of  the 
United  States.  At  a  subsequent  seasion  of  the  same  meeting,  Henry 
Gordon,  a  third  year  stirient,  offered  his  services  for  this  field. 
Accordingly  he  was  licensed  May  16,  1848,  and  at  once  repaired  to 
Nova  Scotia,  as  a  co-laborer  with  Mr.  Clarke.  In  1850,  two  other 
young  ministers  were  sent  out,  and  the  cause  flourished  for  many 
years.  Mr.  Clarke  died  in  Amherst,  March  15,  1874,  in  the  eighty- 
first  year  of  his  age.  In  many  respects  he  was  an  able  man.  and 
accomplished  a  vast  amount  of  good  amid  hardships  and  discourage- 
ments. But  he  abandoned  the  priceless  principles  he  was  commis- 
sioned to  establish  and  maintain,  and  as  a  consequence  other  denomi- 
nations largely  reaped  the  fruits  of  his  labor. 

1848-1864. 

After  the  sepaiation  of  Dr.  Clarke  and  his  connections,  efforts 
were  made  to  obtain  another  missionary  for  the  western  part  of 
Nova  Scotia.  Accordingly  the  Irish  Synod  sent  out  Rev.  Robert 
Stewart,  who  arrived  in  the  fall  of  1849.  He  took  charge  of  the 
Wilmot  congiegation,  in  Annapolis  county,  N.  S.,  and  also  preached 
at  Margaret vi lie,  Lawrencetown,  and  places  adjacent.  In  1852,  the 
congregation  was  regularly  organized  with  David  Cruikshank  and 
Daniel  Morrison,  ruling  elders.  In  1858,  Hugh  Kerr  was  added  to 
the  session. 

In  the  fall  of  1849,  the  St.  John  congregation  deemed  their  church 
in  the  "Cove"  as  neither  suitable  nor  well  located.  They  immedi- 
ately began  the  erection  of  a  well-appointed  church  and  manse, 
situated  at  the  corner  of  Sidney  and  Princess  streets,  which  was  for- 
mally opened  for  worship,  November  10,  1850.  Here  Mr.  Staveley 
continued  to  labor  with  much  encouragement  until  the  great  confla- 
gration of  1877  swept  all  the  property  away.  During  the  next  few 
years  a  large  number  of  members  were  not  only  added  to  the  various 
congregations,  but  a  number  of    ruling   elders   were  added  to  the 
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different  sessions.  In  1850,  John  W.  Canady,  Hugli  Nevvcomb  and 
John  White;  and,  in  1861,  Gordon  A.  Calkins,  were  added  to  the 
session  of  Corn  wall  is.  Also  in  1861,  William  A.  McDonald  and 
Silas  H.  Davidson  were  chosen  at  Horton,  both  of  these  congrega- 
tions being  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Sommerville.  In  1850,  John 
Curry;  and, in  1860,  John  Parks  and  John  Toland  were  added  to  the 
session  of  Barnesville,  N.  B.,  under  the  pastorate  of  Mr,  Lawson. 
lu  1853,  George  Suffren,  John  Toland  and  Robert  Wark  were  chosen 
and  inducted  into  office  in  St.  John.  Elder  James  Agnew  was  lost 
from  a  vessel  at  Eastport,  Me.,  in  1850,  and  John  Toland  removed 
within  the  bounds  of  Barnesville  congregation  in  1860.  The  Barnes- 
ville congregation  erected  a  very  comfortable  house  of  worship  in 
1852,  and  Henry  Sands,  a  ruling  elder,  left  the  church  because  he 
could  not  get  the  pew  he  wanted  in  the  new  kirk,  in  1850,  James 
B.  Calkins;  in  1852,  James  R.  Miller ;  and  in  1853,  John  W.  Loan 
were  recognized  as  students  of  theology  under  the  care  of  presbytery. 
For  various  reasons  none  of  them  carried  out  his  designs  and 
entered  the  ministry  of  the  church.  In  1856,  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  . 
Houston,  of  Ireland,  visited  the  churches  in  the  Provinces,  and  his 
ministrations  did  much  to  cheer  the  hearts  of  the  pastors  and 
strengthen  the  faith  of  the  people. 

In  October,  1856,  Rev.  J.  R.  Lawson  resigned  the  pastorate  of  the 
Barnesville  congregation,  and  removed  to  Boston,  Mass.     This  was  a 
great  loss  to  the  presbytery  and  a  discouraging  move  for  the  people. 
The  cause  in  Boston,  however,  was  in  its  ineipiency  and  unpromising. 
After  a  year's  residence  there,  Mr.  Lawson   returned  to  Barnesville, 
where  he  was  installed,  October  15,  1858.     Robert  M.  Sommerville, 
son  of  Rev.  William  Sommerville,  after  having  finished  his  literary 
and  theological  education  in  Belfast,  Ireland,  was  licensed  there  Jan- 
uary 3,    1861.      He    immediately    returned    to  the  Provinces  as  a 
missionary,  and  was  ordained  and  installed  co-pastor,  with  his  father, 
over  the  united   congregations  of  Horton    and  Corn  wall  is,  N.   S., 
October  16,  1861.     Mr.  Sommerville  resigned  these  charges  Septem- 
ber 29,  1863,  and  confined  his  labors  principally  to  Wolfville,  where 
he  was  installed    in    October,   1864.      This    was   a    branch  of    the 
original  charge  of  Horton,  and   a   very  neat  house  of  worship  was 
erected   in   Wolfville.     Mr.  Sommerville  also    preached    at  Church 
street,  Pt.   Williams,  and  adjacent  places,  as  well  as  inspected  the 
schools  of  the  countv. 

The  Covenanted  cause  in  Maine  had  not  been  neglected.  The 
ministers  visited  the  Littleton  society  as  often  as  convenient.  In 
1861,  Nathaniel  Henderson  and  family,  from  Ireland,  joined  his 
brethren  there,  thus  completing  the  family  circle.  They  now  began 
the  erection  of  a  house  of  worship,  25x35  teet,  which  was  completed 
in  1863.  They  were  now  taken  under  the  care  of  presbytery,  and 
supplies  frequently  visited  them. 

1864-1879. 

There  was  a  growing  desire  upon  the  part  of  presbytery  to  connect 
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with  the  Synod  of  the  United  States.  They  were  much  nearer  the 
American  Synod,  and  the  provincial  Covenanters  felt  the  need  of 
that  aggressiveness  which  a  vital  connection  with  American  orgaui- 
zations  and  institutions  would  doubtless  furnish.  The  desirableness 
of  such  a  relation  was  first  brought  before  the  presbytery,  Septem- 
ber 5,  1866,  but  no  action  was  taken. 

Some  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the  sessions  took  place  during 
this  period.  On  account  of  deaths  and  removals  new  elders 
were  chosen.  At  Wilniot,  N.  S.,  James  Fullerton  and  John 
Boy  were  chosen  in  1878.  At  Corn  wall  is,  N.  S.,  Holmes  £. 
Morton  and  Samuel  White  were  elected  in  1869.  At  Horton, 
N.  S.,  William  Treuholme  was  added  to  the  session  in  1867. 
At  St.  John,  N.  B.,  in  1871,  Thomas  Maclellan ;  and,  in 
1875,  Johnston  Henderson  and  Robert  A.  H.  Morrow  were  chosen 
ruling  elders.  At  Houlton,  Maine,  (Littleton  society)  Nathaniel 
Henderson  was  ordained  an  elder  June  11,  1869,  and,  in  1872, 
Thomas  Henderson  was  elected,  thus  placing  Houlton  as  a  regularly 
organized  congregation  under  the  care  ot  presbytery.  John  ToUod, 
a  ruling  elder  at  Barnesville,  N.  B.,  also  agent  for  the  British  Bible 
Society,  and  a  scholar  and  speaker  of  ability,  was  authorized  by 
presbytery,  in  1873,  "  to  expound  the  Scriptures."  Mr.  Toland  con- 
tinued his  studies  under  the  care  of  his  pastor,  Rev.  J.  R.  Lawson, 
and  passed  satisfactorily  all  his  trials  for  licensure  in  September,  1875. 
As  there  were  pending  negotiations  for  union  with  the  Synod  of  the 
United  States,  the  formal  act  of  licensure  was  postponed. 

In  November,  1878,  Rev.  R.  M.  Sommerville  resigned  his  charge 
at  Wolfville,  N.  S.,  and  came  to  the  United  States.  The  members  at 
Wolfville  were  certified  to  Horton  congregation,  and  the  church  was 
sold.  In  June,  1877,  the  city  of  St.  John,  N.  B.,  was  visited  by  a 
terrible  conflagration.  Two  hundred  acres  of  the  best  of  the  city 
were  laid  in  ashes.  The  Covenanter  church  and  manse,  with  all  their 
contents,  were  entirely  swept  away  by  the  fiery  element.  This  loss 
of  all  their  church  property,  together  with  the  terrible  panic  which 
followed,  disheartened  many  of  the  congregation  and  they  left  tlie 
city  for  the  States.  With  characteristic  zeal  and  faith,  led  by  the 
pastor,  Rev.  A.  M.  Staveley,  the  St.  John  congregation  began  to 
gather  means  for  the  erection  of  the  present  church  building  and 
manse,  at  the  corner  of  Peel  and  Carleton  streets.  The  presbytery 
soon  lost  three  of  her  valued  ministers.  Rev.  William  Sommer- 
ville died  at  his  home  in  Somerset,  N.  S.,  September  28,  1878,  aged 
seventy-eight  years.  During  his  last  illness  his  pulpit  had  been  sup* 
plied  by  W.  J.  Sproull,  licentiate,  from  the  States.  Mr.  Sproull  was 
afterward  called  to  the  pastorate  of  the  united  congregations  of  Hortoo 
and  Corn  wall  is,  N.  S.,  but  he  declined.  Rev.  Robert  Stewart  resigned 
the  charge  of  the  congregation  of  Wilmot,  N.  S.,  October  1,  1878, 
thus  leaving  all  the  congregations  in  Nova  Scotia  vacant.  Mr. 
Staveley  came  to  our  Synod  of  1879,  and  urged  the  connection  of 
the  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia  Presbytery  (having  the  hearty 
concurrence  of   the  Irish  Synod),   with    the  Synod  of   the  United 
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ites.  This  relation  was  consummated  June  10, 1879,  at  New  York, 
it  the  Provincial  Presbytery  was  added  to  the  list  of  our  Synod, 
r.  Stoveiey  resigned  the  St  John  congregation,  in  July,  1879,  and 
nroed  to  Ireland.  Mr.  Lawsoti,  at  Barnes vi He,  N.  R,  was  ther 
ly  pastor  in  the  whole  presbytery.  Synod  not  only  sent  regular 
pplies  to  the  Provinces,  but  a  committee  to  investigate  the  condi- 
n  of  the  congregations,  and  report  as  to  their  needs  and  prospects* 

1879-1895. 

T.  A.  H.  Wylie,  licentiate,  supplied  in  St.  John  in  1880,  and 
dined  a  call.  Soon  three  ministers  were  settled  within  the  bounds 
the  presbytery.  John  A.  F.  Bovard,  licentiate,  was  ordained  sine 
%lo  at  Barnesville,  and  placed  in  charge  of  the  congregation  of 
pulton,  Maine,  July  28,  1881.  Thomas  McFall,  licentiate,  was 
lained  and  installed  pastor  of  the  united  congregations  of  Corn- 
Jlis  and  Horton,  N.  S.,  August  25,  1881.  Rev.  Armour  J. 
jFarland  was  installed  pastor  of  the  congregation  of  St.  John,  N. 
,  August  4,  1882.  Rev.  J.  R.  Lawson  felt  constrained  to  resign 
i  pastorate  of  Barnesville,  N.  B.,  August  4,  1882,  on  account  of 
ibility,  by  reason  of  partial  paralysis,  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  the 
arge.  During  this  period  reaching  up  to  the  present  time,  there 
ire  some  elders  inducted  into  office  in  some  of  the  congregations* 
;  Houlton,  Maine,  in  1888,  Thomas  I.  Henderson  and  Joseph 
snderson  were  chosen  to  succeed  the  two  recently  removed  by  death., 
ley  compose  the  present  session.  At  St.  John,  in  1884,  George  Bell 
d  William  G.  Brown ;  and,  in  1889,  James  O.  Miller  were  added 
the  session.  The  present  session  of  St.  John  is  composed  of  Robert 
H.  Morrow,  George  Bell  and  William  G.  Brown.  At  Barnesville, 
1879,  Alexander  E.  Kelso;  and  in  1886,  William  Conners  and 
illiara  J.  Curry  were  chosen,  which  three  compose  the  present 
ssion  of  Barnesville.  At  Corn  wall  is,  N.  S.,  in  1881,  James  Morton 
is  chosen  an  elder,  but  declined  to  serve.  The  present  session  is  com- 
eed  of  Holmes  £.  Morton  and  Samuel  White,  with  the  pastor.  At 
or  ton,  N.  S.,  in  1881,  Edwin  Chase  and  William  F.  Newcomb 
are  chosen,  but  declined  to  serve.  By  the  death  of  elder  William 
.  McDonald,  in  1885,  Horton  became  disorganized,  and  the  field  is 
Knit  abandoned.  In  1882,  the  congregation  at  Houlton,  Maine! 
ected  a  neat  church  building.  Mr.  Bovard  left  the  field  in  1884,. 
Qce  which  time  they  have  only  had  occasional  supplies.  In  1883, 
>e  new  church  building  was  completed  in  St.  John,  N.  B.  In  1887, 
til  congregation  suffered  from  a  heavy  financial  failure,  but  friends 
ere  raided  up  for  their  help  and  the  indebtedness  of  the  church  was 
incelled.  Mr.  McFarland  resigned  the  charge,  January  1,  1895,. 
rd  removed  to  Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 

In  the  spring  of  1884,  an  encouraging  field  opened  up  in  the 
irring  city  of  Moncton,  N.  B.  Supplies  were  sent,  and  a  mission 
ganized  in  April,  1885,  by  the  ordination  of  Andrew  J.  Millican 
the  eldership.  By  his  removal  in  1887,  as  well  as  others,  the 
sskm  is  disorganized. 
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After  several  calls  had  been  presented  and  declined,  the  Barnes- 
ville  congregation  almost  despaired  of  a  settlement.  In  the  good 
providence  of  God,  they  obtained  Thomas  Patton,  licentiate,  who  was 
ordained  and  installed  pastor  May  26,  1887.  The  church  was  taste- 
fully remodelled  and  refurnished,  and  the  cause  began  to  revive.  By 
the  lo-s  of  a  large  number  of  prominent  members  by  death,  (includ- 
ing that  of  the  former  pastor,  Rev.  J.  R.  Lawson,)  and  the  impaired 
health  of  his  wife,  Mr.  Patton  resigned  the  charge  of  the  Baruesville 
congregation,  September  28,  1891,  and  it  is  still  a  vacancy.  Rev. 
Robert  Stewart  practically  withdrew  from  the  communion  of  the 
church  in  1888,  and  preached  in  the  Presbyterian  body  for  a  few 
years.  He  was  restored  to  our  communion  in  1892,  and  occasionally 
preaches  in  the  vacancies. 

With  but  one  settled  pastor  in  the  Provinces — Rev.  Thomas 
McFall,  of  Corn  wall  is,  N.  S., — and  with  but  one  other  possible 
minister  within  the  bounds,  the  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia 
Presbytery  is  practically  disorganized.  Unless  constant  supplies  are 
sent  or  pastoral  settlements  are  soon  effected,  Covenanterism  in  the 
Maritime  Provinces  will  ere  long  become  extinct. 

[Errata  in  article  ir.  May  number : — 1.  For  Chimogull  read  Chitno- 
guee.  2.  For  Jemsey  read  Jemseg.  3.  As  the  records  are  somewhat 
imperfect,  it  is  not  certain  that  Samuel  Warwick  was  an  elder  at 
Chimoguee.  W.  M.  G.] 


Notes  and  Ttems. 


The  Central  Allegheny  congregation  started  on  Sabbath,  March 
21st,  a  mission  on  Fountain  street,  Allegheny — not  more  than  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  church  building.  The  Sabbath  School 
meets  at  4:15  p.  m.,  and  at  7:30  P.  M.,  there  is  preaching,  The 
attendance  at  the  former  has  averaged  thus  far  about  80,  and  at  the 
latter  about  100.  A  lot  has  been  selected,  and  it  is  hoped  a  suitable 
building  will  be  erected  ready  to  be  occupied  by  September  1st.  Mr. 
Jack,  one  of  the  students,  lias  been  engaged  to  take  charge  for  a 
short  time.  The  expense  will  be  quite  an  item  to  the  congregation, 
which  is  not  wealthy,  but  the  members  are  determined  to  succeed* 
Mr.  R.  S.  George,  of  Miller's  Run  congregation,  who  spends  consid- 
erable of  his  time  in  this  city,  is  a  liberal  contributor  and  takes  a 
deep  personal  interest  in  the  mission.  It  is  located  in  a  part  of  the 
-eity  where  are  no  churches.  The  debt  on  Spring  Garden  chapel  has 
been  reduced  to  $400.     As  soon  as  this  is  paid,  the  question  as  to  a 

1>ermanent  congregation  raid  settlement  will  be  considered.  TbeSah- 
>ath  School  averages  200,  and  the  audience  at  the  evening  service 
over  100.  The  Wednesday  evening  pravermeeting  has  an  attendance 
of  about  60.     Mr.  Smith,  a  student  of  the  first  year,  is  in  charge. 

J.  W.  S. 

Rev.  T.  Holmes  Walker,  of  Ray,  Indiana,  has  received  a  call 
from  Baltimore,  also  from  Conococheague,  each  for  part  of  his  time. 
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Rev.  R.  J.  Dodds  is  in  Cyprus. 

Rev.  W.  S.  Fulton  has  been  called  to  Hebron,  Kansas.     • 

Rev.  J.  R.  W.  Stevenson  was  installed  pastor  of  Eskridge,  Kan- 
sas, congregation,  April  19,  1895. 

Communion  in  2d  Boston  Reformed  Presbyterian  church  was  held 
first  Sabbath  of  May,  Rev.  James  Kennedy,  D.  D.,  assisting.  Nine 
were  received. 

In  March,  the  Lord's  Supper  was  administered  in  Gunaimia,  Syria, 
thirty-eight  communing.  Two  Armenian  young  men  were  received 
iuto  the  church. 

The  National  Reform  Association  will  hold  a  convention  in  Den- 
ver, begin uing  June  3d.  Dr.  H.  H.  George  was  engaged  during 
May  in  lecturing  in  Colorado  in  preparation  for  this  convention. 

An  unusually  interesting  communion  was  held  in  3d  New  York, 
second  Sabbath  April ;  Rev*  A.  I.  Robb  assisted  the  pastor,  and  did 
excellent  service.  There  were  fourteen  additions  irrespective  of  the 
ten  from  1st  New  York. 


At  the  communion  service  in  the  1st  church,  Beaver  Falls,  (Rev* 
W.  M.  Glasgow,  pastor,)  on  the  first  Sabbath  of  May,  there  was  an 
accession  of  thirteen  members — ten  by  profession  of  faith,  six  of 
these  being  adults  baptized.  Nine  adults  have  been  baptized  during 
the  year.  The  chapel  of  this  congregation  on  Patterson  Heights,  is 
rebuilt  and  nearly  ready  for  occupancy. 

Let  all  letters  and  papers  for  the  Mersine  missionaries  have  con- 
spicuously on  the  upper  left  hand  corner  of  the  envelope  "By  Open 
Mail  via  London."  Then  the  name  of  the  person  to  whom  it  is  ad- 
dressed, and  underneath  "British  Post  Office,  Constantinople, 
Turkey."  Do  not  put  Mersine  on  at  all.  The  postmaster  there  will 
see  to  that,  and  will  send  only  bv  French  mail. 

Ohio  Presbytery  met  at  New  Concord,  Ohio,  April  9th.  Rev.  R. 
J.  Gaul t's  pastoral  relation  to  Mansfield  congregation  was  dissolved. 
Reason — inability  ot  the  congregation  to  meet  their  obligation  on 
account  of  the  stringency  ot  the  times.  R.  M.  Blackwood  was 
licensed  to  preach  the  gospel.  Presbytery  is  to  meet  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  October  at  10  A.  m.,  in  Londonderry. 

Pittsburgh  Presbytery  met  in  the  Allegheny  church  Tuesday, 
April  9th  at  7:30  p.  m.  Rev.  J.  S.  Martin  was  elected  moderator. 
A.  J.  McFarland  and  J.  B.  Gilmore  were  licensed  to  preach  the  gos- 
pel. J.  B.  Mclsaac,  licentiate,  accepted  the  call  from  Brookland. 
Provision  was  made  for  a  Sabbath  School  convention  at  Rock  Point. 
Presbytery  adjourned  on  Wednesday  to  meet  at  New  Alexandria  on 
Thursday  at  9:30  a.  m.,  and  was  in  session  all  day,  and  adopted  the 
iollowing  :     "  The  presbytery   having  heard  all   the  session  of  New 
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Alexandria  congregation  and  all  members  desiring  to  speak,  judg 
that  the  grievances  are  not  so  radical  that  presbytery  should  procee 
further  at  this  time  than  to  declare  that  the  church  can  have  peace  b 
a  spirit  of  mutual  forgiveness  and  forbearance.  This  we  cannot  im 
part,  but  we  advise  all  to  *eek  it  from  him  who  alone  can  give  it." 

Kansas  Presbytery  met  in  Olathe,  Kansas,  April  9th,  A  com 
mission  was  appointed  to  organize  a  congregation  at  College  Springs 
Iowa.  A  proposition  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Trustees  o 
Amity  College,  that  our  church  take  the  institution  under  its  man 
agement  and  care.  This  proposition  was  transferred  to  Syuod 
Presbytery  is  to  meet  in  Eskridge,  Tuesday,  October  1st,  at  7:30  P.M 

Rev.  W.  W.  McMillan  died  at  his  home  in  Olathe,  Kansas 
April  26th,  9  A.  M.  The  immediate  cause  was  erysipelas.  He  wa> 
ill  eight  days.  He  was  bom  in  Selma,  Alabama,  May  13, 1827 
His  parents  moved  to  Ohio.  He  graduated  from  Indiana  University 
in  1853,  and  was  licensed  by  Pittsburgh  Presbytery  April  18, 1859 
He  was  pastor  in  Baltimore  several  ye^rs  before  removing  to  the  west 

Wahoo. — Pastor  J.  G.  Lange  has  been  holding  services  for  some 
time  at  Mai  mo,  seven  miles  away,  where  is  an  independent  cburofc 
linown  as  the  Christian  Endeavor  church.  Special  meetings  have  re- 
cently been  held,  resulting  in  about  thirty  conversions  and  the  organ- 
ization of  an  Endeavor  society  of  twenty  members.  This  is  the  only 
English-speaking  church,  and  people  attend  from  miles  around.  At 
Wahoo  an  Endeavor  society  was  formed  last  year,  now  numbering 
twenty-five  active  and  fiv6  associate  members.  This  society  takes 
charge  of  the  evening  service,  leaving  the  pastor  free  to  hold  services 
elsewhere. — The  Kingdom,  January  25,  1895. 

Many  inquiries  concerning  a  Model  Constitution  for  Westminster 
Leagues  of  Young  People  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  have  come 
from  different  branches  of  the  church  in  the  United  States  and  Canada. 
These  inquiries  have  been  addressed  to  various  members  of  the 
Detroit  Presbytery,  where  the  Westminster  League  movement 
originated.  They  have  failed  sometimes  to  reach  their  destination, 
and  have  had  no  answer.  Therefore,  please  ask  all  pastors  and 
officers  of  the  Leagues  desiring  this  Model  Constitution,  through 
which  it  is  proposed  to  affiliate  all  the  Leagues  of  the  continent,  to 
write,  enclosing  stamp  for  reply,  to 

Yours  cordially,       (Rev.)  J.  M.  Barkley. 
— Presbyterian  Banner,  May  1,  1895. 

Rev.  Dr.  John  Hemphill,  of  San  Francisco,  writes  in  the  April 
number  of  The  Church  at  Home  and  Abroad9  "  Anent  things  ou  th< 
Pacific  Coast."  In  it  he  speaks  of  Presbyterian  ism  it  that  cat) 
as  follows  :  "  Presbyterian  ism  had  a  fine  start  here,  and  for  a  nam 
ber  of  years  was  easily  foremost  among  the  Protestant  denominations 
A  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  and  more  recently,  the  First,  Howard 
Central,  St.  John's  and  Calvary,  were  strong  churches.     We  have  no 
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five  correspond i ugly  strong  churches  here  now.  The  total  member- 
ship of  our  churches  in  1882  was  3,199;  in  1894,  2,968.  In  1882 
the  churches  grew  chiefly  by  examination ;  now  they  are  growing 
chiefly  by  letter — a  system  of  ecclesiastical  distillation  by  which  one 
church  is  filled  by  the  emptying  of  another.  I  still  sorrowfully  think 
that  Presbyterian  ism  has  been  going  backward  in  the  city.  What  are 
the  causes  of  this  '  backwardation?'  Why  are  so  few  from  the 
world  joining  our  churches?  Because  so  many  from  our  churches 
are  joining  the  world.  Parents  who  are  half  hearted  iu  religion  soon 
find  their  children  whole  hearted  in  world liness.  Our  young  people 
are  vanishing  from  the  churches  like  snow  in  a  spring  thaw.  It  is 
the  swell  thing  to  give  ( Sunday '  afternoon  teas  here  now.  I  notice 
with  pain  that  many  church-going  people  attend  these  Sunday  'after- 
noon teas/  " 

We  would  class  with  these  teas  the  moruing  Suuday  paper,  and 
the  afternoon  drive  to  the  park.  The  tide  of  the  world  has  a  fearful 
suction  power,  and  many  are  going  seaward,  worldward  with  the  tide. 

History  proves  on  its  every  page  that  right  and  expediency  in 
the  end  coincide.  Their  conflicts  are  only  seeming,  and  he  who  sacri- 
fices known  right  to  apparent  expediency  finds  sooner  or  later  to  his 
own  undoing  that  the  Ruler  of  the  universe  is  just  and  that  the  laws 
of  his  universe  bring  sure  reward  to  right  doing,  inexorable  destruc- 
tion to  wrong. 

It  is  true  that  it  is  not  always  easy  to  determine  in  any  given  case 
what  is  the  right  course,  and  thoroughly  good  and  conscientious 
people  differ  concerning  it.  Nevertheless,  it  is  always  easier  to  decide 
what  is  right  than  what  is  expedient,  for  once  having  found  the  right 
we  have  no  need  to  calculate  results  ;  expediency,  on  the  other  hand, 
is  not  a  mere  question  of  the  present.  The  action  that  seems  expe- 
dient now  carries  into  the  eternal  future  forces  which  shall  never 
cease  to  act.  Until  we  cau  calculate  their  effects  with  infallible  pre- 
cision we  can  never  know  to  a  certainty  that  any  line  of  action  is 
expedient. 

We  temperance  people  are  much  given  to  condemning  the  political 
parties  because  they  refuse  to  take  up  prohibition  or  any  other  great 
moral  question  on  the  ground  that  it  is  not  expedient  to  do  so.     We 
have  need  to  remember  that  what  is  a  sin  in  politicians  is  not  a  virtue 
iu  reformers.     The  reformer  who  so  conceals  his  views  on  one  moral 
issue  as  to  deceive  men  concerning  his  real  opinions  lest  he  prejudice 
the  cause  for  which  he  is  specially  working,  is  no  whit  better  in  that 
respect  than  the  political  party  that  refuses  to  put  a  temperance  plank 
into  its  platform  lest  it  alienate  the  liquor  vote.     We  do  not  mean  by 
that  that  it  is  necessary  at  all  times  and  at  all   places  to  flaunt  our 
views  without  provocation   in  the  faces  of  our  opponents,  but  when- 
ever any  question  of  right  comes  up  and  we  are  called  upou  to  declare 
our  principles  we  are  traitors  and  hypocrites  if  we  evade  the  issue. 
11  He  eateth  with  publicans  and  sinners,"  was  the  repeated  complaint 
of  those  high  in  authority  and  influence. 


136  Notes  and  Items.  [June, 

It  is  not  only  the  right  but  the  expedient  thing  for  us  to  stand 
squarely  and  without  equivocation  for  everything  that  we  believe  to 
be  right  and  just.  We  shall  not  thereby  permanently  injure  any 
cause,  but  will  in  the  end  further  everything  that  we  believe  in  by 
the  weight  of  our  own  characters. — The  Union  Signal,  April  18, 1895. 

The  Sixth  General  Council  of  the  Alliance  will  meet  in  St.  Andrew's 
Halls,  Berkeley  street,  Glasgow,  on  Wednesday,  June  17,  1896.  A 
simple,  but  for  us,  an  important  announe  ment.  The  Glasgow  local 
committee  has  had  some  difficulty  in  selecting  a  date.  The  Western 
Section  did  not  consider  that  the  date  first  propo-ed  (the  end  of  Sep- 
tember) would  be  convenient  for  the  American  delegates,  and  suggested 
that  the  end  of  June  would  be  more  suitable.  The  local  committee 
accepted  the  suggestion  as  to  the  month,  but  as  the  good  folks  of  Glas- 
gow close  their  homes  in  June  for  the  summer  season,  the  earlier  in  the 
month  that  the  meeting  could  be  held,  the  more  convenient  for  them; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  later  in  the  month,  the  more  convenient 
for  the  delegates.  The  committee,  therefore,  felt  constrained  to  choose 
the  middle  of  the  month,  as  coming  half-way  and  as  being  open,  per- 
haps, to  the  fewest  objections.  A  draft  programme  has  now  been  pre- 
pared, concerning  which  it  may  be  said  that  it  provides  for  three  ses- 
sions a  day.  At  each  successive  morning  and  afternoon  session  only 
two  papers  will  be  read,  the  remainder  of  the  time  being  reserved  for 
discussion.  This  arrangement  is  in  line  with  a  recommendation  of  the 
Toronto  Council  to  the  effect  that  copies  of  the  programme  should  I* 
sent  to  the  delegates  at  least  two  months  in  advance  of  the  meeting 
along  with  synopses  of  the  papers  to  be  read  that  these  might  be  suit- 
ably considered  by  the  council.  The  delegates  may  rest  assured  that 
the  city  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  Presbyterian  congregations  will  not 
be  wanting  in  any  service  bv  which  the  interests  of  the  council  ami  of 
that  church  whose  welfare  it  seeks  to  promote  could  possibly  be  ad- 
vanced. The  following  pieces  of  information  may  be  of  service  tosome 
of  our  brethren  who  expect  to  be  present  at  the  council : 

1.  The  Reformed  Presbyterian  Churches  of  Scotland,  Ireland  and 
of  the  United  States  have  agreed  to  hold  a  General  Convention  during 
the  last  week  of  June,  1806.  It  is  exoected  that  a  considerable  mini- 
ber  of  the  members  of  the  American  church  will  be  in  Scotland  in 
connection  with  the  meetings  of  the  council  of  the  Alliance  during  that 
month,  and  the  opportunity  has  been  availed  of  to  hold  a  convention. 
Special  services  will  be  held  on  the  occasion  at  almost  al!  the  localities 
which  are  historically  sacrd  with  Reformed  Presbyterians,  while,  at 
meetings  held  in  Glasgow,  a  series  of  addresses  by  selected  delegates 
will  have  reference  to  the  distinctive  position  and  principles  of  the 
church.  Our  brethren  do  not  form  a  very  large  body  in  comparison 
with  some  other  of  our  churches,  but  every  one  recognizes  the  services 
which  their  forefathers  have  rendered  to  the  cause  of  religious  liberty, 
and  hold  their  descendants  in  honor  for  fidelity  to  their  consciences 
and  convictions.  The  meetings  will  doubtless  awaken  no  little  interest, 
especially  in  the  districts  identified  with  the  (l  West  Country  Whigs," 
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and  we  trust  will  go  far  to  revive  in  the  hearts  of  all  a  deeper  loyalty  to 
our  common  Presbyterian  Church,  and  its  evangelical  system  of  truth. 
2.  Fifty  years  ago  was  organized  the  Evangelical  Alliance,  whose 
efficiency  in  promoting  fraternal  intercourse  between  members  of  dif- 
ferent evangelical  churches  and  in  protecting  the  interests  of  religious 
lil>erty  all  the  world  over  are  so  well  known.  Jt  has  been  agreed  to 
hold  in  London  a  Jubilee  Commemoration  of  that  event,  to  commence 
on  the  first  Tuesday  of  July,  thus  following  immediately  after  our 
council.  This  date,  indeed,  was  selected  to  enable  American  brethren 
to  be  present  at  both  meetings  without  incouvenience.  The  Evangeli- 
cal Alliance  is  an  alliance  of  individuals,  while  our  alliance  is  an  alli- 
ance of  churches. — Quarterly  Register,  London,  May,  1895. 
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IjEKSON  VIII.-.Tlay  2G. 
JESU8  ON  THJB  CROSS. -Mark  15 :  22-37. 

Golden  Text  :      While  we  were  yet  enemies,  Christ  died  for  us. — 
Romans  5 :  8. 

Matthew  27,  Luke  23  and   John  19  are  parallel  chapters.     Jesus 
had  heen  sentenced  to  be  crucified,  to  sutler  a  death  of  ignominy  and 
shame.     For  this  the  people  had  clamored.     He   was  compelled  to 
bear  his  cross.     He  staggered  under  it,  and  Simon  of  Cyrene  was  im- 
pressed to  bear  it  as  the  company  went  to  the  place  of  crucifixion. 
This  was  a  rounded  summit  and  from  its  skull-like  shape  was  called 
Golgotha,  Calvary.     Here  the  cross  was  set  up  with  Jesus  nailed 
thereto,  a  thief  on  either  side  crucified  with  him.     One  of  these  men 
was  saved,  entering  with  his  Saviour  into  paradise,  Luke  23:43. 
Above   the   head   of    Jesus    his   accusation    was    written,   Jesus   of 
Nazareth  the  King  of  the  Jews,  in  Hebrew,  Greek  and  Latin,  Pilate 
refusing  to  change  it,  God  ordering  this  that  the  truth  might  be  dis- 
played.    The  22d  Psalm  reads  as  part  of  the  history  of  Jesus  on  the 
cross.     It  is  a  testimony  against  the  opponents  of  the  truth  of  the 
fulfillment  in  detail  of  the  Messianic  prophecy.      Isaiah  53  is  also 
herewith  to  be  read.     These  passages  from   the  Psalms  and  prophets 
read  carefully  in  connection  with  the  parallels  from  the  gospels  given 
above,  enable  us  to  see  how  our  Saviour  could   open  up  the  things 
Written  of  him   to  his  disciples;    and  one  who  loves  the  Psalms  and 
knows  their  evangelical  character  will   have  abundant  testimony  in 
this  lesson  that  they  testify  of  Chrij-t.     One  feature  more  of  this  nar- 
rative— the  words  of  Jesus  on  the  cross.     Of  these  there  are  seven, 
and  in   this  order  :     I.     His  prayer  for  his  enemies,  Luke  23 :  34 ; 
II.    His  words  to  the  dying  thief,  Luke  23  :  43  ;    III.  His  charge 
to  Mary  and  John,  John  19  :  2fi,  27  ;    IV.    His  crv  to  God,  Mark 
15:34;    V.    "  I  thirst ;  "    VI.  "  It  is  finished  ;  "    VII.    "Father, 
unto  thy  hands  I  con) mend  my  Spirit." 

P8AW*s22:  1-4;  30,31.  12 
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SHORTER  CATECHISM. 

Ques.  45.      Which  is  the  first  commandment  ? 

Arts,     The  first  commandment  is,  Thou  shalt  have  no  other  gods 

before  me. 

♦ 

LESSON    IX,— June   2, 

THE  RESURRECTION  OF  JE8U3.-Mark  16:  1-8. 

Golden  Text  :     The  Lord  is  risen  indeed. — Luke  24  :  34. 

The  subject  of  this  lesson   was  considered   by  many   in  an  Easter 
lesson,  April  14th,  in  the  man-made  occasion  of  the  Easter  festival. 
It  is  here  taken  up   in  the  regular  order,  following  the  lesson,  Jesus 
on  the  Cross.     The  weekly  Sabbath  that  we  observe  is  the  weekly 
commemoration  of  the  resurrection  of  Jesus,  the  Christian  Sabbath, 
the  first  day  of  the  week  referred  to  in  I.  Cor.  16 :  2  and  in  Rev.  1: 
10.     Here  we  have :     I.   The  coming  of  the  women  to  the  sepulchre. 
They  knew  where  Jesus  had  been  laid — in  the  tomb  of  Joseph,  Matt 
27  :*60;  they  had  rested  on  the  Sabbath,  Luke  23  :  56.     Now  in  the 
early  dawn   they  come  to  the  sepulchre.     Mary  of  Magdala,  Mary 
the  mother  of  James  (compare  Matt.  27:56,  and  Johu   19:25), 
Salome  (the  wife  of  Zebedee),  and  Joanna  (Luke  24  :  10)  were  to- 
gether.   The  stone  was  rolled  away  and  Mary  Magdalene  started  back 
to  the  city  to  tell  the  disciples.     1  he  other  women  advanced  and  saw 
what  is  recorded    here,  and   were  told   by  the  angel  that  Jesus  had 
risen,  and  would   show  himself  to  his  disciples  in  Galilee,  as  he  had 
said,  verse  7.     They  were  bidden  to  go  and  tell   his  disciples  and 
Peter.     This  is  special  and  no  doubt  bears  on  his  denial  of  his  Lord, 
and  belongs  to  the  same  account  of  the  grace  of  Christ  as  the  record 
of  the  scene  in  Galilee   when   Jesus  three  times  asked    him,  Lovest 
thou  me,  and  commissioned  him  to  be  a  pastor  of  his  people.  Mary  had 
returned  and  she  saw  Jesus,  who  called  her  by   name.     Peter  and 
John  saw  the  empty  tomb,  and   that  same  day  Jesus  revealed  himself 
to  the  disciples  on   the  way  to  Emmaus,  and  in  the  evening  appeared 
to  the  eleven.     Peter  also  had  seen  him,  Luke  24  :  34  ;  I.  Cor.  15:5. 
In   Galilee   five   hundred   saw   him   at   once,  I.  Cor.  15  :  6.     In  Ids 
resurrection,  his  people  are  assured  of  triumph  over  sin,  death  and  hell. 

Psalms  16:  8-11;  116:  7,8. 

SHORTER  CATECHISM. 

Ques.  46.      What  is  required  in  the  first  commandment  ? 

Ans.  The  first  commandment  requireth  us  to  know  and  acknowl- 
edge God  to  be  the  only  true  God,  and  our  God ;  and  to  worship  and 
glorify  him  accordingly. 

l.lvSSON  X.— June  9. 

THE  WALK  TO  EMMAUS.-Luke  24: 13-32. 

Golden  Text:     Be  opened  to  us  the  Scriptures. — Luke  24 :  32. 

This  lesson  relates  to  the  day  of  the  resurrection  of  Jesus.  It  tells 
us  of:  1.  Two  companions  in  travel ;  2.  Their  talk  with  a  supposed 
stranger;  and  8.  The  stranger's  revelation  of  himself.  The* 
travellers  were  on   the  road  out  from  Jerusalem  to  Emmaus — about 
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miles  away.     The  name  of  one  is  given.     They  were  sad  at 

They   talked   together  about  Christ,  his  apprehension,  his 

li is  crucifixion,  the  expectation  of  his  rising  again,  and  their 

>ointment.     They    were  disciples   needing   light  and  comfort. 

drew  near,  yet  as  a  stranger.  They  were  restrained  from 
lizing  him.  He  questions  them  as  to  their  conversation  and 
jxity.  They  tell  him  of  their  troubles,  their  knowledge  of 
t,  their  trust  in  him,  his  seizure,  and  condemnation,  and  their 
pointed  hope — the  sepulchre  was  empty,  but  Jesus  had  not  been 

They  have  told  all.  They  needed  instruction.  What  stumbled 
was  necessary,  the  offense  of  the  cross.  They  need  light — light 
the  Scriptures.  They  must  see  that  the  suffering  of  Christ  was 
ssary  part  of  his  earthly  work.  What  a  teacher  !  They  had 
elieved  the  prophets.  Their  worda  he  opened  up  to  them. 
3,  and  the  prophets  taught  the  lesson,  from  Genesis  3 :  15,  on 
gh  the  Old  Testament.  They  were  earnest,  eager  listeners,  till 
reached  the  village.     He  would  pass  on,  had  they  not  urged 

0  stay.  There  in  the  house  at  the  table,  he  took  bread,  and 
t  it,  and  gave  it  to  them.  Therein  was  the  emblem  of  the  truth 
d  been  teaching  them.  The  Son  of  Gxl  became  man,  and  was 
ied,  and  thus  by  his  work  of  atonement  became  the  author  of 
salvation.     They  knew  him  and   he  vanished  from  their  sight. 

hearts  had  burned  within  them  all  the  way.  Now  they  under- 
,  and  in  their  joy,  that  same  evening  they  returned  to  Jerusalem 

1  the  brethren.  We  should  seek  the  teaching  of  Christ,  and  to 
as  Christ  taught,  opening  up  the  Scriptures. 

*lms40:  7-9;  118:  17-19. 

SHORTER   CATECHISM. 

€8.  47.      What  is  forbidden  in  the  first  commandment  ? 
s.     The  first  commandment  forbiddeth  the  denying,  or  not  wor- 
ing  and  glorifying  the  true  God,  as  God,  and  our  God ;  and  the 
g  of  that  worship  and  glory  to  any  other,  which  is  due  to  him 


LESSON  XI.— June  10. 

PETER  AND  THE  RISEN  LORD.- John  21 :  4-17. 

>lden  Text  :     Lord,  thou  hnmoest  all  things  ;  thou  knowest  that 
:  thee. — John  21  :  17. 

ie  last  lesson  related  to  the  day  Jesus  rose.  A  week  after, 
las  being  present,  he  appeared  again  to  the  assembled  disciples, 
for  the  third  time  he  does  so.  They  had  left  Jerusalem  and 
again  in  Galilee,  and  at  their  calling — being  fishermen.  They 
lit  on  the  lake,  and  Jesus  appears  on  the  shore.  He  is  there  as 
ie  way  to  Emmaus,  as  a  stranger.  1.  The  draught  of  fishes, 
ie  word  of  Christ,  they  cast  the  net,  after  a  profitless  night,  on 
ight  side  of  the  boat,  and  the  net  is  filled.  Compare  with  this 
s  5  :  4-7.  John  then  knew  the  Lord,  and  told  Peter,  who  eagerly 
ned  to  go  to  him  on  the  shore.  2.  The  meal  with  Christ, 
drew  the  boat  to  shore,  and  Jesus  bade  them  eat.  He  had  pro- 
I  the  meal,  and  he  gave  them  to  eat.     Here  again  was  brought 
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up  to  them  the  familiar  scenes  of  former  days  with  him  ere  he  suf- 
fered, aud  the  identification  was  complete.  This  was  their  crucified 
Lord  now  risen  from  the  dead.  No  apparition,  no  creation  of  the 
imagination.  They  conversed  and  ate  with  him  who  had  been  dead, 
but  was  alive  again.  Thus  for  the  third  time  the  assembled  apostles 
saw  Christ.  This  is  the  seventh  recorded  appearance.  3.  The  resto- 
ration of  Peter.  Jesus  questioned  Peter  who  had  been  so  impulsive 
and  self-confident.  He  had  fallen  and  had  been  humbled;  and  now 
Jesus  asks  him  as  to  his  love  for  him.  It  is  not  now  for  Peter  to  com- 
pare himself  with  others,  to  exalt  himself,  but  to  speak  of  himself, 
searching  his  own  breast.  This  he  does,  and  declares  to  Christ  that 
his  love  to  him  is  known  to  Christ.  Again  and  again  question  and 
answer  are  repeated  as  had  been  the  denial,  and  with  each  profession 
of  love  Christ  gives  Peter  a  commission  to  feed,  to  shepherd  bis 
people.  Such  is  the  forgiveness  of  Christ.  He  seeks  to  turn  lis  to 
himself  in  repentance  for  sin,  and  to  employ  us  then  in  his  service. 

Psalms  16:  10,  11;  23:  1-3. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  48.  What  are  we  specially  taught  by  tliese  words  (before  mt) 
in  the  first  commandment  f 

Ans.  These  words  (before  me)  in  the  first  commandment,  teach 
us,  That  God,  who  seeth  all  things,  taketh  notice  of,  and  is  much 
displeased  with,  the  sin  of  having  any  other  god. 

I.F.SSOr*    XII.— June  23. 

THE  SAVIOUR'S  PASTING  WORDS.-Luke  24 :  44-53. 

Golden  Text  :  Go  ye  therefore,  and  teach  all  nations. — Matthew 
28:  19. 

These  verses  close  the  gospel  according  to  Luke.  They  cover  the 
time  from  his  resurrection  till  his  ascension,  that  is  forty  days, and 
are  connected  with  the  opening  words  of  the  Acts,  also  written  by 
Luke,  and  which  should  be  read  in  this  connection.  The  first  part 
belongs  with  the  account  of  the  evening  of  the  first  day,  when  the 
disciples  were  together.  The  latter  part  l>elongs  with  the  account  of 
his  last  day  with  them,  ere  he  was  received  up  into  heaven,  where 
he  is  now  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  and  whence  he  shall  come  to 
judge  the  world  at  the  last  day,  Acts  1 :  10,  11.  1.  The  words  of 
Christ  after  his  resurrection.  Jesus  shows  from  the  Scriptures— the 
law  of  Moses,  the  prophets  and  the  Psalms,  that  the  whole  series  of 
events — his  apprehension,  his  death  and  resurrection,  were  in  fulfil'* 
ment  of  what  was  written  of  him.  Thus  we  see  the  importance  of 
the  Old  Testament  to  believers  in  Christ,  but  verse  45  teaches  that 
the  mind  may  be  darkened.  We  see  this  to-day  not  only  witli  the 
unconverted  Jews,  but  with  men  who  are  called  Christians,  in  their 
treatment  of  the  woid.  The  duty  of  the  disciples  was  to  preach 
Christ  crucified  everywhere,  beginning  at  Jerusalem.  There  they 
were  to  remain  till  power  from  on  high  came  upon  them.  This  was 
the  promise  of  the  Father — the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  Joel  2:  28- 
32;  Acts  2:  4-21.  2.  The  ascension  of  Christ.  This  was  from 
Olivet  over  against  Bethany.     He  was  parted  from  them,  his  hands 
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Mtstretohed  in  blessing.  They  adored  their  glorified  Lord,  and  re- 
urned  with  joy  to  Jerusalem,  and  frequented  the  temple  iu  praise  of 
}od.  They  had  now  a  view  as  never  before  of  the  scope  of  Jesus' 
vork.  The  offence  of  the  cross  was  removed.  For  the  three  the 
cene  on  the  Mount  of  Transfiguration  was  recalled.  All  saw  his 
;Iorious  ascension.  Angels  addressed  them  as  they  gazed  at  the 
Saviour  while  the  heavens  received  him  out  of  their  sight. 
PfcALM8  24:9,  10;  15:  1,2. 

SHORTER  CATECHISM. 

Ques.  49.      Which  is  the  second  commandment  t 

Ans.  The  second  commandment  is,  Thou  shalt  not  make  unto 
hee  any  graven  image,  or  any  likeness  of  any  thing  that  is  in  heaven 
ibove,  or  that  is  in  the  earth  beneath,  or  that  is  in  the  water  under 
he  earth  :  thou  shalt  not  bow  down  thyself  to  them,  nor  serve  them  ; 
for  I  the  Lord  thy  God,  am  a  jealous  God,  visiting  the  iniquity  ot 
lie  fathers  upon  the  children,  unto  the  third  and  fourth  generation  of 
them  that  hate  me  ;  and  showing  mercy  unto  thousands  of  them  that 
love  me,  and  keep  my  commandments. 


LESSON  XIII.— J  on©  30. 

REVIEW.— Lessons  from  the  Four  Gospels. 

Golden  Text  :     Looking  unto  Jesus,  the  autlior  and  finisher  of 
our  faith. — Hebrews  12:2. 


TITLK8. 


I.  The  Triumphal  Entry.. 


if.  The  Wicked  Husband 

men 

in.  Watchfulness 


iv.  The  Lord's  Supper 

v.  The  Agony  of  Gethse 
mane 


vi.  Jesus  before  the  High 

Priest 

vn.  Jesus  before  Pilate. . . 


vm.  Jesus  on  the  Cross 


ix.  The     Resurrection     of 

Jesus 

x.  The  Walk  to  Emmaus. 

xr.  Peter    and    the    Risen 
Lord 

xii.  The  Saviour's  Partiug 

Words 

xin.  Review 


LESSONS. 


Mark  11:  111.. 


Mark  12;  1-12... 
Matt.  24:42-51.. 
Mark  14:12  26.. 
Mark  14:3242.. 


Mark  14:  53-64 
Mark  15:1-15 


Mark  15:  22-37. 


Mark  16:  18... 
Luke  24:  13- 32.. 
John  21:4-17... 


Luke  24:  44  53 


GOLDEN  TEXT. 


Hosanna;    Blessed    is  he  that 

cometh  in  the  name  of  the 

Lord.— Mark  11:9. 
Thev  will  reverence  my  Son. — 

Mark  12:  6. 
Take  ye  heed,  watch  and  pray. 

Mark  18:  33. 
This  do  in  remembrance  of  me. 

Luke  22: 19. 
The  cup  which  my  Father  hath 

given  me,  shall  I  not  drink 

it?— John  18:  11. 
He  is  despised  and  rejected  of 

men.— Isa.  58:  3. 
But  Jesus  yet  answered  nothing; 

so  that    Pilate  marvelled. — 

Mark  15:  5. 
While  we    were    yet   sinners, 

Christ  died  for  us. — Romaus 

5:8. 
The  Lord    is    risen    indeed. — 

Luke  24:  34. 
He  opened  to  us  the  Scriptures. 

—Luke  24:  32. 
Lord,  thou  knowest  «11  things  ; 

thou  knowest  that  I  love  thee. 

—John  21: 17. 
Go  ye  therefore,  and  teach  all 

nations.— Matt.  28: 19. 


142 


Marriage*. — Register  of  Baptisms. — Obituaries.         [June, 


Psalms  68:  18,  19;  45:  15-17. 

shorter  catechism. 

Que*.  50.      What  is  required  in  the  second  commandment  t 
Ans.     The  second  commandment  requirelh   the  receiving,  observ- 
ing, and  keeping  pure  and  entire,  all   such   religious  worship  and 
ordinances  as  God  hath  appointed  in  his  word. 


Bible  Lessons  For  July. — The  Third  Quarter's  studies  are  in 
Jewish  history,  and  Lesson  L,  for  July  7th,  is  entitled,  The  Ten 
Commandments. — Exodus  20:  1-17. 

The  Golden  Text  is:  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  off 
thif  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  toitli  all  thy  strength,  and  wiih  all 
thy  mind  :  and  Hiy  neighbor  as  thyself. — Luke  10 :  27. 

The  Old  Testament  lessons  of  a  year  ago  are  resumed.  The  inter- 
val from  the  passage  of  the  Red  Sea  through  the  wilderness  to  the 
giving  of  the  law  on  Sinai  is  passed  over.  Bead  Exodus,  chapters 
15-19.  Moses  received  the  law  on  two  tables  of  stone,  amid  mani- 
festation of  divine  glory.  The  sum  of  the  commandments  is  given 
in  the  Golden  Text,  and  this  is  a  lesson  to  be  recited,  and  its  exposi- 
tion in  its  full  extent  is  given  us  in  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount. 

Lesson  II.,  for  July  14th,  is  The  Golden  Calf,  the  passage  being 
Exodus  32:  1-8;  30-35. 

The  Golden  Text  is  :  Little  children  keep  yourselves  from  iefofo.— 
I.John  5:  21. 

Moses  was  in  the  mount  with  God,  and  the  people  suddenly  turned 
aside,  and  became  idolatrous,  as  the  Egyptians  whom  the  Lord  had 
slain.     Pardon  was  granted  them  through  the  intercession  of  Moses- 
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Marriages. 

By  Rev.  C.  C.  Potter,  assisted  by  Rev.  T.  P.  Robb  and  Dr.  Trumbull,  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  March  20,  1895,  at  the  home  of  the  bride's 
parents  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wm.  Wilson,  of  Newport,  Iowa,  Mr.  David  T.  Wim-so* 
and  Miss  Lea  R.  Wilson. 

By  Rev.  W.  M.  Glasgow,  assisted  by  Rev.  A.  Kilpatrick  and  Dr.  D.  McAlK* 
ter,  at  Downieville,  Pa.,  April  17,  1895,  Will  R.  Cook  and  Miss  Mary  A.  & 
Downie,  both  of  Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 


■  ♦  » 


Register  of    Baptsms. 


MAMR. 

JanieM  Willis  Jnnkin... 
father  Burou  Milligan. 


PARENT*. 

John  E.,  and  Suann  J., 
Jos.  M.,aud  Miriam  ('. 


WHEN  BORN. 

WHKN 
BAPTIZED. 

OONOMOA- 
TION. 

Mar.  31,  '95. 

Sterling.K 
Hebron.  K 

%"" 

MIIHKTCR- 


T.  J.  Allen. 
H.  Kamod. 


Obituaries. 

Miss  Katk  Alexander,  of  the  1st  Philadelphia  congregation,  died  April 
16)  lo9o. 


>5.J  Obituaries.  143 

1ME8  W.  M off itt,  formerly  of  the  1st  Philadelphia  congregation,  and  of  late 
•s  a  resident  of  Allegheny  county,  died  at  Wilkinsburg  May  6,  1895.  in  his 
year.     He  was  married  to  Clarissa  Taylor,  in  Philadelphia,  June  7,  1853. 
wife  and  six  children  survive. 

\muel  Arthur  a  member  of  South  field  congregation  entered  into  rest 
>ber  4th,  1894,  in  the  76th  year  of  his  age,  at  his  home  in  Birmingham, 
I).  His  prolonged  illness  was  borne  with  admirable  patience  and  gentleness, 
many  yeans  he  had  enjoyed  robust  health.  Until  striken  with  his  fatal 
ase  he  had  scarcely  known  sickness.  Though  a  man  of  few  words  he  often 
ressed  his  willingness  and  desire  to  die  and  his  eutire  resignation  to  the  will 
Sod.  Com. 

he  Ladies'  Missionary  Society,  of  Central  Allegheny  congregation,  adopted 
following  resolution?  on  the  death  of  Mrs.  M.  Camkhon  :  As  a  missionary 
ety  we  bear  testimony  to  the  most  excellent  und  exemplary  life  which  our 
:h  loved  sister  lived.  We  express  our  appreciation  of  her  high  Christian 
-acter  and  her  willingness  to  promote  every  good  work.  We  tender  our  sin- 
sympathy  to  her  husband  and  lamily  and  commend  them  to  God  and  the 
d  of  fa.  grace.  Mk».  H.G.  .Umok,  J  ^.^ 

[k.  John  Loo  an  died  at  his  home  in  Allegheny  on  Sabbath,  April  14th,  in 
79th  year  of  his  age.  Some  time  previously  he  met  with  an  accident  from 
effects  of  which  he  never  fully  recovered.  Mr.  Logau  had  been  an  elder  in 
d  Grove  congregation,  but  since  his  removal  to  Allegheny  served  as  an  elder 
Central  Allegheny.  He  was  a  warm  spirited  friend  ot  the  congiegation, 
rty  in  his  support  of  the  pastor,  and  regular  in  his  attendance  on  the  exer- 
sot  worship.  He  was  a  consistent  Chi istian.  His  death  was  an  exceed- 
ly  happy  one.  With  perfect  resignation,  free  from  the  least  ap])earance  of 
r,  expressing  the  most  unbounded  confidence  in  God.  he  calmly  passed  away, 
rk  the  perfect  and  behold  the  upright  1  for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace.  The 
lily  have  the  deep  sympathy  of  their  many  friends. 

ohn  C.  Alexander,  of  Morning  Sun,  Iowa,  died  April  12,  1895,  as  a  result 
lpoplectic  strokes,  aged  about  70  years.  Death  came  within  four  days  of 
first  stroke.  He  was  expecting  death  in  some  such  form,  and  had  set  his 
ise  in  order  for  the  chauge.  Mr.  Alexander  was  a  life-long  Covenanter, 
rn  in  the  bounds  of  Garrison  congregation,  he  made  a  profession  of  his  faith 
jarly  life  and  united  with  that  congregation.  Removing  to  Iowa  in  1878,  he 
ted  with  the  congregation  of  Morning  Sun,  and  continued  his  connection 
h  it  until  death.  In  faith  and  in  practice  he  was  a  Covenanter  of  the  old 
ool.  Holding  fast  himself  to  reformation  attaining  ts  it  grieved  him  to  see 
ore  departing  from  them  ;  yet  he  regarded  such  departures  as  a  fulfillment  of 
word  which  speaks  of  "a  falling  away  "  ere  the  coming  of  our  Lord,  and 
)ed  for  the  speedy  dawning  of  a  brighter  clay.  Mr.  Alexander  was  three 
ies  married  He  left  a  wife  and  lour  children,  thiee  of  whom  are  still  ot 
der  years,  and  were  much  on  his  mind  and  heart  when  he  realized  that  the 
ir  of  his  departure  was  at  hand.  The  present  Mrs  Alexander  was  Mrs. 
ry  (Hervey)  Duguid,  of  Northwood,  Ohio.  We  commend  the  widow  and 
haned  children  to  him  who  said  :  "  Leave  thy  fatherless  children,  I  will  pro- 
ve them  alive  ;  and  let  thy  widows  trust  in  ine."  Com. 

The  community  was  startled  last  eveuing  to  hear  of  the  sudden  death  of  Mr, 
hks  Guthrie,  for  he  had  been  in  his  usual  health  all  day,  aud  his  death  was 
Teat  shock  to  his  family  and  friends.  Mr.  Guthrie  had  been  accustomed  to 
iping  the  fires  in  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  church,  and  had  just  reiurutd 
m  his  duties  at  the  church  when  he  fell  as  he  was  entering  the  yard  at  his 
ne  on  Noith  Detroit  street  at  about  3:30  o'clock  r.  m.  He  had  not  complained 
feeling  at  all  ill,  and  his  family  knew  nothing  of  his  heiug  affected  with  heart 
ease  until  the  sad  news  of  his  death  reached  them.  James  Guthrie  was  born 
Liviugston  county,  New  York,  on  February  14,  1828.  He  graduated  at 
illiamstown  College,  Massachusetts,  in  June  of  1857,  the  year  after  President 
rtield  received  his  diploma  from  the  same  university.  On  November  17,  1857, 
was  wedded  to  Miss  Susanna  Boyd  aud  six  childreu  were  born  to  this  mar- 
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riage  three  of  whom,  with  the  mother,  survive  him.  Mr.  Guthrie's  two  brothers 
are  in  the  city,  having  made  this  their  home  for  the  past  year.  The  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church  had  not  a  more  devoted  member  than  was  Mr.  Guthrie,  be 
taking  a  great  interest  in  its  services,  and  always  being  present  when  it  was 
possible  for  him  to  do  so.  The  fatrily  has  been  an  afflicted  one,  two  sons  and 
one  daughter  having  died  very  suddenly  and  the  bereaved  ones  have  the  MDcere 
sympathy  ol  the  entire  community.  Mr.  Guthrie  was  67  years  old  at  the  time  of 
his  death. — Belief ontaine,  Ohio,  paper. 

David  G.  Snowdrn  died  of  consumption  February  25,  1895,  aged  34  yean. 
He  bad  recenily  connected  with  the  1st  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Beaver  Falls,  Pa.,  by  profession  of  faith.  He  was  of  Welsh  extraction,  and  re- 
lated to  Genera)  Stiowden.  He  leaves  a  widow  aud  three  small  children  Mr. 
Snowden  gave  constant  testimony  to  his  interest  and  faith  in  Christ,  and  died 
with  the  happy  assurance  of  his  salvation.  May  the  father  of  the  fatherless  aid 
the  widow's  stay  graciously  sustain  those  who  are  left  to  mourn  the  early  demise 
ot  this  servant  of  Christ.  "The  wicked  is  driven  away  in  his  wickedness,  bat 
the  righteous  hath  hope  in  his  death." 

Mi 68  Melissa  Dodds,  a  member  of  the  1st  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Braver  Falls,  Pa.,  departed  this  life  January  lb,  1895,  of  typhoid -pneumonia. 
She  was  a  teacher  of  rare  ability,  and  was  preparing  to  re-enter  the  State  Nor- 
mal School  to  pursue  some  special  line  of  study.  How  God  frustrates  our  plans! 
Her  life  was  a  living  sermon.  Kind,  amiable,  quiet,  remarkably  conncieutiooi 
in  everything.  She  had  a  firm  hold  upon  Christ,  and  her  interest  in  the  eternal 
covenant  w»s  manifest.  As  an  active  worker  in  the  church,  and  a  conscieo- 
tiously  regular  attendant  upon  all  the  services,  we  shall  miss  her  sweet  voioe  in 
our  praise  service,  and  her  coveted  presence  in  our  assemblies.  The  admonition 
comes  more  particularly  to  the  young.  "  She  is  not  dead,  but  sleepeth."  "Her 
sun  is  gone  down  while  it  was  yet  day."  Her  remains  were  bome  to  the  grate- 
yard  at  Union  congregation  for  interment.  May  the  God  of  all  comfort  be 
gracious  to  the  widowed  mother,  and  the  entire  family  circle.  W.  M.  G. 

Resolutions  of  the  R.  P.  Session  of  New  Concord,  relative  to  the  death  of 
Wm.  SrEEit,  ruling  elder.  Inasmuch  as  it  hath  pleased  our  heavenly  Father  to 
call  home  as  we  trust,  our  brother  in  the  Lord,  on  February  18,  1895.  Therefore 
be  it 

Retolved,  That  we  recognize  the  hand  of  the  Lord  iu  this  providence,  that  he 
is  calling  us  to  do  the  work  of  life  1(  while  it  is  day,  for  the  night  cometh  where- 
in no  man  can  work."  Elder  Speer  has  gone  and  left  a  vacant  place  in  our 
little  circle  ot  eldership.  He  was  not  born  in  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church, 
nor  in  it  did  he  first  make  a  public  profession  of  his  faith.  He  came  into  it  from 
a  conviction  and  love  of  the  truth.  Hence  he  was  firmly  attached  to  the  dis- 
tinctive principles  aud  practices  of  this  part  of  Christ's  heritage. 

He  was  chosen  and  ordained  a  ruling  elder  in  1871,  and  continued  to  exerri* 
the  office  until  removed  by  the  Master's  own  hand.  He  was  a  lover  of  peace, 
and  exemplified  the  doctrine  inculcated  by  the  apostle  in  his  epistle  to  the 
Romans,  "  Let  us  therefore  follow  after  the  things  which  make  for  peace,  and 
the  things  wherewith  one  may  edify  another." 

He  attended  with  diligence  according  to  his  ability  upon  the  public  and  social 
ordinances  of  tbe  church,  and  was  an  attentive  hearer  of  the  word  in  the  boo* 
of  God. 

In  his  own  house  the  worship  of  God  was  faithfully  observed,  and  doubtle* 
the  sentiment  of  Psalm  118th  was  there  illustrated,  "The  voice  of  rejoicing  and 
salvation  is  in  the  tabernacles  ot  the  righteous. "  He  is  gone,  but  his  memory 
is  blessed  in  the  church,  in  the  home,  and  in  the  entire  community  where  htf 
work  on  earth  was  doue. 

To  his  bereaved  wife  and  children  we  extend  our  cordial  sympathy,  and  con* 
gratulate  them  that  they  "  sorrow  not,  even  as  others,  which  have  no  hope."  Ij 
token  of  our  appreciation  of  God's  grace,  and  our  respect  for  our  departed 
brother,  and  his  respected  family,  we  place  this  testimony  upon  our  minuted 
give  a  copy  of  the  same  to  the  family,  and  send  a  copy  to  the  publications  of  the 
church.  By  order  of  Session.  Co* 

March  28,  1895. 
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:  THE  SYNOD  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH,  I. 1 I 


SESSION    LXVI 


First  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,     1 

Denver,  Col.,  June  6, 1895.  / 
od  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  of  North  America 
ant  to  adjournment  in  the  First  church,  Denver,  Colorado, 
}5,  at  2  p.  M.,  and  was  constituted  with  prayer  by  the  moder- 
McFeeters. 

was  called  by  presbyteries;  the  members  were  ascertained 
follows : 

ROLL    OF    SYNOID. 
NEW  BRUNSWICK   AND  NOVA  SCOTIA   PRESBYTERY. 


ions. 

Ministers. 

&  Horton, 

Thomas  McFall. 

VERMONT  PRESBYTERY. 

ions. 

Ministers. 

I).  C.  Faris .* 

NEW  YORK  PRESBYTERY. 

ions. 

Ministers. 

J.  M.  Foster.* 

Elders. 

A.  I.  Robb,t 

E.  F.  Thompson 

8.  R.  Wallace. 

9 

T.  Patton. 

rgh, 

J.  W.  F.  Carlisle. 

>rk, 

R.  M.  Sommerville. 

>rk, 

F.  M.  Foster. 

T.  A.  Rusk. 

ROCHESTER   PRESBYTERY. 

ions. 

Ministers. 

E.  M.  Coleman. 
W.  C.  Allen* 

nt  at  the  constitution  of  the  Cvurt. 


13 


f  Ordained  since  last  Synod. 
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[July  A  An 


PHILADELPHIA  PRESBYTERY. 

Congregations. 

Ministers. 

l*t  Philadelphia, 

T.  P.  Stevenson. 

2d  Philadelphia, 

J.  C.  MeFeetere. 

3d  Philadelphia, 

R.  C.  Montgomery. 
N.  R.  Johnston. 

PITTSBURGH    PRESBYTERY. 

Congregations. 

Ministers. 

Elders. 

Allegheny, 

W.  J.  Coleman. 

John  T.  Morton. 

Bear  Run  &  Mahoning, 
Rehoboth, 

>  J.  F.  Crozier.* 

1st  Beaver  Falls, 

W.  M.  Glasgow, 

Wm.  Pearce. 

Central  Allegheny, 

J.  W.  Sproull. 

E.  E.  Pittsburgh, 

H.  H.  George. 

Geneva, 

H.  G.  Foster, 

R.  M.  Downie. 

Little  Beaver, 

J.  R.  Wylie, 

W.  J.  McKnightf 

R.  G.  Young. 

Mercer  &  Adamsville, 

Middletown, 

R.  J.  McCracken. 

Miller's  Run, 

S.  G.  Conner,* 

James  Scott. 

New  Alexandria, 

J.  R.  Steele. 

New  Castle, 

J.  S.  Martin, 

M.  W.  Leslie. 

North  Union, 

J.  A.  Forsythe. 

Pine  Creek, 
Union, 

l  A.  Kilpatrick. 

Pittsburgh, 

D.  McAllister, 

J.  S.  Arthur* 

Slippery  Rock, 
Wilkinsburg, 

J.  R  Latimer. 

R.  C.  Wylie, 

Oliver  Wylie. 

W.  W.  Carithers. 

Henry  Easson. 

J.  C.  K.  Faris. 

R.  J.  George. 

W.  P.  Johnston. 

George  Kennedy. 

J.  L.  McCartney. 

A.  J.  McFarland. 

G.  M.  Rohb, 

D.  B.  Willson. 

D.  C.  Martin. 

OHIO   PRESBYTERY. 

Congregations. 

Ministers. 

Elders. 

Londonderry, 

P.  H.  Wylie. 

Jonathan's  Creek, 

R.  B.  Cannon. 

Muskingum  &  Tomica, 

W.  M.  Wvlie. 

Utica, 

J.  S.  Thompson, 

W.  A.  Hervey. 

R.  J.  Gault. 

COLORADO  PRESBYTERY. 

Congregations. 

Ministers. 

Elders. 

Denver, 

J.  M.  Wylie, 

Hugh  Nesbit. 

Evans, 

James  Pattou, 

S.  R.  Faris. 

La  Junta, 

A.  Dodds. 

Seattle, 

Wm.  McCrorv. 

P.  J.  McDonald. 

*  Not  present  at  the  constitution  of  the  court. 


f  Ordained  sine*  last  Sjv 
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18. 


»f 


IS. 


IS. 


ve, 


IS. 


gs> 


LAKES  PRESBYTERY. 

Ministers. 

P.  P.  Boyd  * 
T.  H.  Walker. 

J.  C.  Smith.* 
8.  R.  McClurkin, 
J.  McCracken, 

Charles  Clyde. 

ILLINOIS  PRESBYTERY. 
Ministers. 

D.  S.  Faris. 

J.  C.  B.  French, 
R.  C.  Reed, 
J.  G.  Reed.f 

IOWA  PRESBYTERY. 

Ministers. 


} 


E.  G.  Elsey. 

G.  R.  McBurney. 
T.  H.  Acheson, 
C.  D.  Trumbull, 
J.  A.  Black, 
T.  P.  Robb, 
Isaiah  Faris, 


KANSAS  PRESBYTERY. 

Ministers. 


J.  R.  W.  Stevenson. 

J.  R.  Wvlie, 
G.  A.  E<igar,t 
T.  J.  Alien, 

S.  M.  Stevenson. 

D.  H.  Coulter, 
J.  W.  Dill. 
J,  Dodds. 
W.  S.  Fulton* 
Elmer  McBurney. 
B.  M.  Sharp. 
J.  A.  Thompson. 
J.  M.  Littlejohn.* 


Elders. 

John  Mitchell. 

W.  R.  Sterrett. 

Thos.  Wylie. 
J.  S.  Cannon* 
J.  F.  Mitchell. 


Elders. 

A.  W.  Hunter. 
J.  H.  Curry. 
Francis  Torrens. 
Hugh  Matthews. 

H.  Patterson  .* 

Elders. 


H.  M.  Johnson.* 
J.  W.  Cavan. 
J.  B.  Dodds. 
S.  J.  Huston. 
El  man  I.  Dewey. 
W.  Dougherty. 

Elders. 

I.  B.  Caskey. 
J.  S.  Bell. 

David  Boyd. 

J.  H.  Walkinshaw. 

J.  M.  Aikin. 

J.  W.  Dougherty. 

Robert  L.  Orr. 

Joseph  Manners. 
D.  S.  Faris. 


at  the  constitution  of  the  court. 
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Ministers  Absent:  R.  Stewart,  J.  C.  Taylor,  J.  R.  Thompson, S. G. 
Shaw,  J.  B.  Williams,  S.  McNaugher,  James  Kennedy,  William  McFar- 
land,  R.  C.  Allen,  A.  W.  Johnston,  J.  M.  Armour,  S.  J.  Crowe,  J.  8. 
Duncan,  J.  B.  Mclsaac,t  J.  J.  McClurkin,  D.  J.Shaw,  J. R.  Baird,  John 
Galbraith,  J.  L.  Pinker  ton,  G.  P.  Raitt,  J.  M.  Faris,  T.  C.  Sproull,  K. 
Hargrave,  M.  A.  Gault,  S.  Kingston,  H.  P.  McClurkin,  Wm.  Littlejobn, 
D.  McAllister,  Jr.,  R.  J.  Mclsaac,  and  the  foreign  missionaries,  D. 
Metheny,  J.  S.  Stewart,  R.  J.  Dodds,  and  J.  Boggs  Dodds.  ! 

Congregations  Not  Represented:  Barnesville,  Houlton,  St  John, 
Craftsbury,  Ryegate,  Topsham,  1st  Boston,  Kortright,  2d  Newburgh,  4th 
New  York,  Walton,  White  Lake,  Lisbon,  Lochiel,  Sterling,  Syracuse, 
Rochester,  Baltimore,  Conococheague,  Brookland  and  Manchester,, 
Clarksburg,  McKeesport  and  Monongahela,  Oil  Creek,  Parnassus,  Salem, 
Youngstown,  Mansfield,  Middle  Wheeling,  New  Concord,  North  Salem, 
Belleiontaine.  Church  Hill,  St.  Louis,  Selma,  Elliota,  Beulah,  Hebroa, 
Holmwood,  North  Cedar,  Quinter,  Sylvania  and  Topeka. 

J.  Milligan  Wylie,  pastor  of  Denver  congregation,  was  nominate 
and  elected   moderator  of  Synod  for  the  ensuing  year  by  the  unani-j 
mous  vote  of  the  court.  # 

C.  D.  Trumbull  was  re-elected  clerk  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  FJ 
M.  Foster  assistant  clerk. 

T.  H.  Acheson  was  chosen  reporter  for  the  Denver  Times,  and 
M.  Robb  reporter  for  the  Denver  Republican. 

Leave  was  granted  to  presbyteries  to  hold  sessions  for  the  ti 
tion  of  business  during  the  sessions  of  Synod. 

The  Committee  on  the  Order  of  Business  reported.     The 
was  accepted  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

Report  of  the  Oommittee  on  Order  of  Business. 

We  respectfully  report  the  following  order  : 

Thursday.  June  6,  p.  m. — Reports  of  Committees  on  Order  of  Basin* 
Devotional  Exercises,  and  Unfinished  Business. 

Thursday,  8  P.  m. — Moderator's  Sermon. 

Friday,  June  7,  a.  m. — Report  of  the   Board  of  Foreign  Miasioi 
Home  Missions,  Sustentation  and  Church  Erection,  Board  of  Ti 
and  Treasurer  of  Synod. 

Friday,  p.   m. — Reports  of  Presbyteries,  Committees  on  Nattoi 
Reform,  Testimony  Bearing,  and  Secret  Societies. 

Friday,  8  p.  m. — Conference  on  Missions,  their  relation  to  theCbw 
and  Society. — 1.  Relation  of  Missions  to  the  growth  of  the  Chi 
I.  T.  McBurney.     2.  Missions  and  Church  Life,  W.  M.  Glasgow.  J 
Influence  of  Missions  on  Doctrine,  T.  P.  Stevenson.     4.  Their  relj ' 
to  Political  and  Social  Reform,  T.  A.  Acheson. 

Saturday,  June  8. — Reports  of  Committees  on  Signs  of  the 
Evangelistic  Work,  Systematic  Beneficence,  and  Discipline. 

Monday,  June  10,  a.  m. — Reports  on  Sabbath  Schools,  Temper 
Psalmody,  and  the  Sabbath. 

Monday,  p.  m. — Reports  of   the   Board  of  Superintendents  of 
Seminary,  Board  of  Corporators  of  Geneva  College,  and  Commit 
on  Supplies. 

t  Ordained  since  laat  Synod. 
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Monday,  8  p.  m. — Conference  on  the  distinctive  position  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church. — 1.  On  her  Doctrinal  Position,  D.  B. 
Wilton.  2.  On  her  Political  Position,  D.  H.  Coulter.  3.  On  her 
Position  one  of  Commanding  Power  and  Influence,  T.  P.  Robb.  4.  On 
the  Perils  of  the  Hour,  R.  J.  George. 

Tuesday,  June  1 J ,  a.  m. — Reports  of  Committees  on  Missions,  Corres- 
pondence, Sustentation  and  Church  Erection,  and  Printing  and  Publish- 
ing. 

Tuesday,  p.  m. — Reports  of  the  Committees  on  Travelling  Fund, 
Theological  Seminary  and  Education. 

Wednesday,  June  12,  a.  m. — Reports  of  Committees  on  Presbyterial 
Reports,  and  Records  of  Presbyteries. 

J.  McCracken, 
S.  J.  Crowe, 
W.  S.  Fulton, 
W.  B.  Keys, 
Robert  McNeill,  , 

The  Committee  on  Devotional  Exercises  presented  a  partial  report. 
"The  report  was  accepted  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

Report  of  Oommittee  on  Devotional  Exeroises. 

Your  committee  respectfully  report :  We  recommend  that  the  first 
twenty  minutes  after  roll-call  each  morning  and  afternoon  sessiou,  be 
spent  in  devotional  exercises.  That  while  it  be  left  to  each  leader  to 
direct  the  exercises,  we  recommend  that  these  consist  chiefly  of  singing 
psalms,  prayer  and  reciting  appropriate  Bible  verses.  That  remarks  be 
confined  to  the  last  five  minutes,  not  to  exceed  one  minute  each.  That 
Ril  who  take  part  be  prompt,  pointed  and  brief. 

Friday  Morning — Subject :  A  special  baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
Upon  this  Synod  in  all  its  work,  that  it  may  have  the  divine  guidance  in 
ail  discussions  and  decisions.     Leader,  Rev.  James  Patton. 

Friday  Afternoon — Subject :  The  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on 
>ur  ministers,  sessions  and  congregations :     Leader,  elder  A.  Dodds. 

J.  W.  Dill,       )       Of  the 
J.  R.  Latimer,  (*  Committee. 

It  was  resolved, 

That  there  be  added  to  our  standing  committees  a  Committee  on 
dominations,  to  which  shall  be  referred  the  nomination  of  special  com- 
mittees, the  appointment  of  delegates  to  conventions  and  councils,  and 
tuch  other  appointments  as  Synod  shall  order. 

The  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business  reported.  The  report  was 
read  and  taken  up  item  by  item  for  adoption. 

Items  1,  2  and  3  were  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

Item  4.  The  Committee  on  a  Church  Paper  reported.  The  report 
*as  received  and  the  consideration  of  the  matter  was  made  the  order 
>f  the  day  for  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Item  5.     Not  attended  to  for  reasons  deemed  satisfactory. 

Item  6.  Not  attended  to.  The  instructions  given  to  the  officers  of 
Synod  last  year  u  to  address  communications  to  the  commissioners  of 
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all  the  States  in  which  congregations  of  this  church  are  located,  asking 
that  the  code  which  they  are  preparing  be  conformed  to  the  moral 
laws  of  the  Christian  religion/'  was  renewed  and  made  the  duty  of 
the  present  officers  of  Synod. 

Item  7.  The  Committee  on  Publication  of  Psalter  reported.  The 
report  was  received  and  the  first  recommendation  was  adopted.  The 
second  recommendation  was  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

Item  8.     Adopted. 

The  report  was  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

The  hours  of  the  sessions  of  Synod  were  fixed  at  from  9  A.  M.  to 
12  M.,  and  from  2  to  5  P.  M. 

The  courtesies  of  the  floor  were  extended  to  Rev.  Dr.  Chrissman, 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Papers  were  called  for  and  numbered  : 

Papers  Nos.  1  to  12,  Reports  of  Walter  T.  Miller,  Treasurer  of 
Foreign  Mission,  Beat  tie  Children  Fund,  Foreign  China  Mission, 
Temporary  Investment  Funds,  Literary  Fund,  Funds  of  Estates  of 
D.  McKeeand  Mrs.  Ann  S)>ence,  Boys'  Industrial  School  Funds,  and 
Suadia  Building  Fund,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  be  appointed. 

Paper  No.  13.  Communication  from  Secretary  of  Plan  of  Federa- 
tion of  Presbyterian  Churches.  Read,  and  referred  to  Committee  on 
Plan  of  Federation. 

Paper  No.  14.  Request  of  "Walter  T.  Miller  to  transfer  the  loca- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Church  Erection  and  Sustention  to  a  more  cen- 
tral point  in  ihe  country.  The  paper  was  referred  to  a  social  com- 
mittee to  be  named  by  the  Committee  on  Nominations. 

Paper  No.  15.  Report  of  Trustees  of  Synod.  Read  in  part,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Paper  No.  16.  Communication  from  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Ecclesiastical  Peace  Conference,  with  accompanying  papers.  The 
communication  was  read,  and  the  officers  of  Synod  were  instructed  to 
sign  the  petitions  to  the  several  governments  of  the  world  in  behalf 
of  peaceful  arbitration  as  a  means  of  settling  questions  that  arise  be- 
tween nations. 

Paper  No.  17.  Communication  from  Rev.  J.  M.  Littlejohn,  Presi- 
dent of  Amity  College.  The  communication  was  laid  on  the  table 
for  the  present,  to  be  taken  up  in  connection  with  other  papers  to  be 
brought  before  Synod  relating  to  Amity  College. 

Paper  No.  18.  Complaint  of  R.  A.  Bole  and  others  against  Pitts- 
burgh Presbytery.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Discipline. 

Paper  No.  19.  Complaint  of  R.  M.  Downie  against  Pittsburgh 
Presbytery.     Referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Paper  No.  20.  Communication  from  the  Session  of  Central  Alle- 
gheny congregation.  Read,  and  referred  to  a  special  committee  to  be 
named  by  the  Committee  on  Nominations. 

Paper  No.  21.  Petition  of  Kansas  Presbytery  asking  Synod  to 
decide  which  is  the  authorized  version  of  the  Psalms.  Read,  and 
referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Psalmody. 
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• 
3aper  No.  22.  Communication  from  J.  Boggs  Dodds,  missionary 
Syria,  with  reference  to  the  validity  of  the  baptism  of  "  Greek 
liodox  Christians.'7  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Discipline, 
r.  P.  Robb,  on  behalf  of  Sharon  congregation,  extended  an  earnest 
itation  to  Synod  to  meet  in  Sharon  church  in  1896.  The  matter 
*  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

Jynod  adjourned  with  prayer  by  H.  H.  George,  to  meet  to-morrow 
rning  at  9  o'clock. 

EVENING  MEETING. 

5vnod  met  for  worship  at  8  o'clock.     After  devotional  exercises  the 
iring  moderator  preached  the  sy nodical  sermon  from  Acts  1 :  8. 


FRIDAY'S  PROCEEDINGS.— June  7. 

MORNING  SESSION. 

Synod  met  at  the  appointed  hour  and  was  constituted  with  prayer 

H.  H.  George. 

The  roll  was  called.     All  the  members  were  present  except  R.  M. 

wnie  and  J.  H.  Walkinshaw. 

J.  M.  Foster,  J.  F.  Crozier,  W.  C.  Allen,  J.  C.  Smith,  S.  G.  Con- 

•  and  P.  P.  Boyd  appeared  and  took  their  seats  as  members  of  the 

irt. 

Synod  spent  the  allotted  time  in  devotional  exercises. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday's  proceedings  were  read,  amended  and 

proved. 

The  moderator  appointed  the  following 

COMMITTEES. 

Discipline. — J.  C.  McFeeters,  J.  A.  Black  and  S.  R.  Wallace,  minis- 

s  ;  David  Boyd  and  W.  R.  Sterrett,  elders. 

Finance. — T.  H.  Acheson,  D.  H.  Coulter  and  P.  H.  Wylie,  ministers ; 

n.  Dougherty  and  J.  B.  Caskey,  elders. 

Missions. — T.  P.  Stevenson,  R.  B.  Cannon  and  A.  Kilpatrick,  minis- 

s  ;  J.  S.  Arthur  and  William  Wylie,  elders. 

Theological  Seminary  and  Education. — J.  C.  Smith,  D.  S.  Faris  and 

S.  Thompson,  ministers ;  A.  Dodds  and  J.  M.  Aikin,  elders. 

Sustentation  and  Church  Erection. — J.  W.  Dill,  Isaiah  Faris  and  J.  C. 

French,  ministers ;  James  Scott  and  James  S.  Cannon,  elders. 

Supplies. — R.  C  Reed,  E.  G.  Elsey  and  J.  W.  F.  Carlisle,  ministers ; 

vid  S.  Faris  and  J.  F.  Mitchell,  elders. 

Foreign  Correspondence. — R.  M.  Sommerville,  S.  R.  McCiurkin  and 

os.  McFall,  ministers ;  R.  J.  McCracken  and  Thomas  Stewart, elders. 

Travelling  Fund.— J.  S.  Martin,  T.  P.  Robb  and   T.   H.  Walker, 

listers ;  J.  W.  Cavan  and  E.  F.  Thompson,  elders. 

dominations. — Joseph  McCracken,  D.  McAllister  and  D.  B.  Willson, 

listers ;  J.  B.  Dodds  and  W.  A.  Hervey,  elders. 

Papers  were  called  for.     The  following  were  presented  : 

Paper  No.  23.     Complaint  of  members  of  the  Reformed  Presbyter 
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rian  Church  and  others  against  the  action  of  New  York  Presbytery 
in  refusing  to  grant  an  organization  in  Cambridge,  Mass.  Referred 
rto  the  Committee  on  Discipline. 

Paper  No.  24.  Memorial  from  East  Cambridge,  Mass.  Referred 
-to  the  same  committee. 

Paper  No.  25.  Memorial  from  Oakland,  California,  with  reference 
'to  the  appointment  of  a  missionary  for  the  Chinese  Mission.  Referred 
ito  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

Paper  No.  26.  Appeal  and  Complaint  of  Charles  H.  Houston  ami 
x>thers  against  Kansas  Presbytery.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Discipline. 

The  order  of  the  day,  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Establishment  of  a  Church  Paper,  was  taken  up.  After 
discussion  the  whole  matter  was  laid  on  the  table  until  the  next  meet- 
ing of  Synod,  and  it  was  ordered  that  the  report  be  published  in  the 
Appendix  ot  the  Minutes. 

Paper  No.  27.  Communication  from  Kansas  Presbytery  with 
reference  to  Amity  College.     Referred  to  a  special  committee. 

Paper  No.  28.  Communication  from  Iowa  Presbytery  on  the  same 
subject.     Same  reference. 

Paper  No.  29.  Communication  from  Citizens  of  Clarinda,  Iowa, 
with  reference  to  the  establishing  of  a  College  in  that  place.  Referred 
to  the  same  committee. 

The  hearing  of  the  representatives  of  Amity  College  and  of  the 
citizens  of  Clarinda  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday  next, 
at  2.30  p.  m. 

Pending  the  further  consideration  of  the  question,  the  hour  for 
recess  arrived,  and  Synod  took  recess  to  meet  at  2  P.  m.  Prayer  by 
W.  P.  Johnston. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Synod  convened  at  2  p.  M.,  and  the  session  was  opened  with  prayer 
byiD.  McAllister. 

The  calling  of  the  roll  was  dispensed  with. 

D.  0.  Faris  appeared  and  took  his  seat  as  a  member  of  the  court. 

The  allotted  time  was  spent  in  devotional  exercises. 

J.  W.  Sproull  presented  a  resolution,  which  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committed  on  Finance. 

Paper  No.  31.  Memorial  of  Lakes  Presbytery.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Travelling  Fund. 

Paper  No.  32.  Communication  from  S.  McNaugher.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Discipline. 

Paper  No.  33.  Communication  from  the  Elders  of  the  1st  and  2d 
Boston  Congregations.     Referred  to  the  same  Committee. 

The  consideration  of  the  matter  under  discussion  at  the  close  of  the 

morning  session  was  resumed.      The  action  taken  in   the  morning 

granting  a  hearing  before  Synod  to  representatives  of  Amity  College 

and  of  citizens  of  Clarinda,  Iowa,  was  reconsidered,  and  it  was  ordered 

that  the  hearing  be  before  a  a\>fccva\  camm\\ta£  of  Syuod. 
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The  corresponding  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  pre- 
n ted  the  report  of  the  Board.  The  report  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
ittee  on  Missions,  except  *o  much  as  refers  to  finance,  to  the  Com- 
ittee  on  Finance;  and  the  question  of  dissolving  the  commission 
id  organizing  a  presbytery  to  be  made  up  of  the  ministers  and  elders 
i  Syria,  Asia  Minor  and  Cyprus,  which  was  referred  to  a  special 
>ramittee. 

The  Ceutral  Board  of  Missions  reported  through  the  chairman, 
lie  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions,  except  so  much 
*  refers  to  finance,  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  session  of  2d  Philadelphia  congregation  reported  as  to  the 
ewish  Mission  in  that  city  through  J.  C.  McFeeters.  The  report 
as  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

J.  C.  Smith  rejiorted  with  reference  to  the  Jewish  Mission  in  Cin- 
innati.  The  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions,  ex- 
ept  so  much  as  refers  to  finance,  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  courtesies  of  the  floor  were  extended  to  Rev.  J.  G.  Kennedy, 
>f  the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  Board  of  Church  Erection  and  Sustentation  reported.  The 
•eport  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Church  Erection  and  Susten- 
tation, except  so  much  as  refers  to  finance,  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

It  was  resolved, 

That  in  the  reports  of  the  Board  of  Church  Erection  and  Sustenta- 
tion the  word  "  Boards  "  be  substituted  for  the  word  "  schemes." 

Paper  No.  30.  Petition  from  Seattle  congregation  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  financial  difficulty  inclined  in  the  erection  of  the  church 
building.  Read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Church  Erection 
and  Sustentation. 

Announcements  were  made  of  the  decease  of  Revs.  W.  W.  McMil- 
lan, D.  G.  Thompson  and  J.  K.  Reed  since  the  last  meeting  of  Synod, 
and  committees  were  appointed  to  report  suitable  minutes  with  refer- 
ence to  the  decease  of  these  brethren  : 

Committee  on  death  of  Rev.  W.  W.  McMillan  :  Josiah  Dodds  and 
3.  A.  Edgar,  ministers ;  and  J.  M.  Aikin,  elder. 

On  the  death  of  Rev.  D.  G.  Thompson  :  James  Patton  and  J.  C.  B. 
French,  ministers  ;  and  A.  Dodds,  elder. 

On  the  death  of  Rev.  J.  K.  Reed :  A.  I.  Robb  and  R.  M.  Sommer- 
ille,  ministers  :  and  E.  Thompson,  elder. 

The  courtesies  of  the  floor  of  Synod  were  extended  to  Rev.  Dr. 
tankin,  of  the  Utiited  Presbyterian  Church,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Ferguson, 
f  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  hearing  of  the  reports  of  presbyteries  was  postponed  until  to- 
lorrow  morning. 

The  report  of  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business  was  taken  from 
le  table.  Item  1  was  taken  up,  and  H.  H.  George  reported.  The 
>|M>rt  was  accepted  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 
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Report  of  Committee  to  Introduce  Sabbath  Literature  in  School  Books. 

Your  committee  to  continue  the  effort  to  have  some  Sabbath 
instruction  introduced  into  the  school  books,  would  report  that  three 
manuscript  lessons  for  the  First,  Second  and  Third  Readers,  were 
secured  and  forwarded  to  Oinn  &  Co.,  Boston,  who  are  one  of  the  large 
and  reliable  firms  that  publish  school  books.  The  lessons  were  in  the 
form  of  stories  weaving  the  Sabbath  rest  into  their  plot.  Of  these 
stories  the  firm  replies :  "  We  have  read  them  through  with  a  great 
deal  of  interest.  They  seem  to  be  well  written  and  for  the  most 
part  well  adapted  for  a  series  of  school  readers.  They  are  certainly 
very  ingenious  stories  and  admirably  adapted  to  illustrate  the  necessity 
of  keeping  the  Sabbath  day  holy.  As  we  cannot  well  commit  ourselves 
to  any  special  pieces  written  to  illustrate  this  general  principle  of 
proper  living,  it  would  be  very  safe  to  say  however,  to  our  good  friend 
Dr.  H.  H.  George,  that  when  the  time  comes  to  plan  the  details  of  oar 
proposed  series  of  readers,  undoubtedly  the  firm  will  be  only  too  glad 
to  see  that  such  pieces  are  incorporated  as  would  give  children  a  good 
and  proper  idea  of  the  day  of  rest."  We  recognize  the  reply  as  a  fall 
indorsement  of  the  idea,  and  as  giving  good  hope  that  in  time  some 
desired  result  may  be  reached. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  H.  George,  Committee. 

The  committee  was  continued  and  J.  M.  Foster  was  added  to  the 
committee. 

Item  2  was  taken  up.  The  committee  reported.  The  report  was 
accepted  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Revision  of  the  Psalms. 

Your  committee  appointed  to  co-operate  with  like  committees  from 
other  churches  in  securing  a  joint  revision  of  the  metrical  version  of 
the  Psalms,  respectfully  report  that  until  recently  but  little  was  done 
during  the  year  to  further  this  project.  This  inaction  was  not  of  our 
choice,  it  was  due  to  action  taken  by  the  General  Assemblies  of  the 
Presbyterian  and  United  Presbyterian  Churches.  Within  a  few  days, 
however,  both  these  bodies  have  appointed  committees  to  co-operate  in 
this  work.  The  United  Presbyterian  Assembly  first  took  action  and 
then  your  committee  acted  with  the  United  Presbyterian  committee  in 
seeking  concurrence  in  this  work  from  the  Presbyterian  General  Assem- 
bly and  met  with  a  ready  and  cordial  response. 

Your  committee  has  reason  to  believe  that  all  the  psalm  singing 
churches  will  unite  in  this  revision,  and  then  all  those  using  the  Psalms 
will  have  eveiy  opportunity  to  sing  together  with  one  voice.  It  is  also 
to  be  expected  that  the  example  ot  the  Presbyterian  General  Assembly 
will  be  a  powerful  influence  to  lead  other  bodies  of  the  Presbyterian 
family  to  co-opeiate  in  the  revision. 

It  is  not  intended  or  expected  that  the  churches  joining  in  this  re- 
vision will  be  under  any  obligation  to  adopt  and  use  the  version  which 
will  result  from  this  joint  action,  but  each  one  will  have  a  share  in  the 
work  and  it  is  a  reasonable  hope  that  from  all  the  versions  now  in  hand 
one  may  be  produced  that  will  commend  itself  to  all  who  desire  to  use 
the  psalms  in  worship. 

We  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  secure  as  wide  a 
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o-operation  as  possible  in  this  work  and  to  act  with  the  representatives 
f  other  churches  in  this  revision.  2.  That  this  Synod  instruct  its 
Committee  on  Revised  Psalter  to  maintain  the  principle  that  a  metrical 
ersion  should  be  a  faithful  translation  of  the  Psalms  and  that  there 
jre  certain  passages  in  our  present  revised  version,  e.  g.  chorus  of  the 
Id  version,  Psalm  47,  which  we  are  not  content  should  be  regarded  as 
.  precedent  in  their  action.  W.  J.  Coleman, 

David  McAllister, 

D.  B.  Willson, 

T.  P.  Stevenson, 

The  committee  was  continued  to  prosecute  the  work,  and  James 
Kennedy  was  added  to  the  committee. 

Item  7  was  taken  from  the  table.  The  second  recommendation  was 
itricken  out.  Other  recommendations  were  added  and  adopted.  The 
-eport  was  adopted  as  a  whole,  and  is  as  follows : 

Report  of  Psalter  Publication  Committee. 

Your  committee  respectfully  report  having  received  $225  from  sales 

of  the  Psalter  last  year.     There  are  still  due  the  literary  fund  $1,211 .21. 

or,  if  you  deduct  the  moneys  contributed  at  different  times  during  the 

last  three  or  four  years,  in  terms  of  Synod's  action  in  1890  in  regard 

to  the  publication  of  a  double  Psalter  with  music,  $720.56,  (see  Minutes 

for  1890,  p.  285.)    To  meet  this  obligation,  we  have  books  on  hand  to 

the  value  of  $117.43,  and  in  bound  sheets  worth  $144,  that  put  into 

covers  at  the  rate  of  $7  a  hundred  and  sold  for  20  cents  apiece  would 

yield  a  net  return  of  $246.     We  still  have  a  claim  on  the  former  Agency 

for  $93.20,  and  there  are  $60.20  due  us  for  Psalters  ordered,  some  of 

them  four  years  ago  and  not  yet  paid  for.     So  our  assets  amount  to 

only  $516.83. 

In  answer  to  frequent  inquiries  as  to  the  circulation  of  this  book, 
jour  committee  are  able  to  report  having,  since  its  publication  in  1890, 
disposed  of  1,370  Double  Psalters  with  music,  and  1,418  Revised 
Psalters  with  music,  as  well  as  1,503  of  the  Long  Primer  Edition  and 
6,280  of  the  Minion  Edition  without  music,  making  a  total  of  10,571 
books.  The  total  amount  received  from  sales  of  Psalters  since  the 
distribution  began  is  $3,169.05,  while  the  expenditures  have  been 
$4,380.26,  leaving  the  balance  due  the  literary  fund  as  already  reported 
in  this  statement. 
Your  committee  recommend, 

1.  That  the  money,  amounting  to  $490.65,  specially  contributed  by 
congregations  and  individuals,  to  meet  the  cost  of  preparing  a  Psalter 
Trith  music,  including  both  the  old  and  new  versions,  be  credited  to  the 
account  of  the  Revised  Psalter. 

2.  That  no  second  edition  of  either  the  single  or  double  Psalter  with 
music  be  issued  for  one  year. 

3.  That  all  plates,  books  and  unbound  sheets  on  hand,  bills  not  yet 
paid,  etc.,  be  transferred  to  John  T.  Morton,  who  shall  act  as  publica- 
tion agent  for  the  current  year.         R.  M.  Sommerville,  )      Of  the 

Walter  T.  Miller,  j  Committee. 

Synod  by  a  rising  vote  expressed  its  appreciation  of  the  able,  faith- 
Eal  and  efficient  work  of  R.  M.  Sommerville  as  chairman  of  the 
?salter  Publication  Committee. 
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The  hour  for  adjournment  having  arrived,  the  time  of  the  session 
was  extended  to  hear  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Devotional 
Exercises.  The  report  was  accepted,  amended  and  adopted,  and  is  as 
follows: 

Supplementary  Report  of  Oommittee  on  Devotional  Exercises. 

Saturday,  A.  M. — Subject,  "  Our  missions,  foreign  and  domestic. 
Prayer  for  our  mission  boards,  missionaries  and  converts."  Leader, 
J.  Dodds. 

Saturday,  P.  M. — Subject,  "Prayer  for  the  maintenance  and 
efficiency  of  our  subordinate  standards  and  distinctive  principles.'' 
Leader,  elder  J.  S.  Arthur. 

Monday,  A.  M. — Subject,  "The  Sabbath  Schools  of  our  church, 
prayer  for  officers,  teachers  and  scholars."      Leader,  T.  H.  Acheson. 

Monday,  P.  M.— Subject,  "Prayer  for  our  Theological  Seminary 
and  College,  professors  and  students."    Leader,  elder  David  Boyd. 

Tuesday,  A.  M. — Subject.  li  The  Holy  Bible — prayer  that  our 
ministers,  members,  parents  and  children  may  more  devoutly  and 
systematically  study  it  and  faithfully  live  its  truths."  Leader,  6. 
A.  Edgar. 

Tuesday,  P.  M. — Subject,  "  Prayer  for  God's  blessing  upon  the 
women  of  our  church  in  all  their  Christian  and  mission  work.''  Leader, 
A.  Kil  pat  rick. 

Wednesday,  A.  M. — Subject,  a  Prayer  for  the  young  people  of  our 
church,  their  work,  duty  and  influence  in  our  church.,,  Leader,  J.  W. 
F.  Carlisle. 

Wednesday,  P.  M Subject,      "  Prayer  for  a  blessing    upon  the 

•children  of  our  church,  parental  training  and  family  religion."    Leader, 
<elder  Willson  Dauerty.  J.  W.  Dill,       )       Of  the 

J.  R.  Latimer,]"   Committee. 

An  invitation  was  extended  to  women  present  at  Synod  to  take  part 
in  the  Missionary  Conference  this  evening. 

Synod  adjourned  with  prayer  by  J.  Dodds,  to  meet  to-morrow 
morning  at  9  o'clock. 


SATURDAY'S   PROCEEDINGS.— June  8. 

MORNING  SESSION. 

Syuod  convened  at  the  usual  time,  and  was  constituted  by  prayer 
by  R.  B.  Cannon. 

The  roll  was  called.  Members  all  present  except  Arthur,  Carlisle, 
Clyde,  Downie,  Kennedy,  D.  C.  Martin,  Morton,  Nesbit,  Thomas 
Patton,  Sharp,  Torrens,  and  W.  M.  Wylie. 

Twenty  minutes  were  spent  in  devotional  exercises. 

The  Minutes  of  yesterday's  proceedings  were  read,  amended  and 
approved. 

The  moderator  announced  the  following 
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Oommittees  on  Records  of  Presbyteries. 

Lake*. — W.  S.  Fulton,  Ft.  C.  Montgomery  and  J.  G.  Reed,  ministers ; 
R.  Steele  and  A.  W.  Hunter,  elders. 

Colorado. — W.  W.  Carithers,  T.  J.  Allen  and  J.  C.  Smith,  ministers  \ 
J.  Huston  and  R.  J.  McCracken,  elders. 

Illinois. — A.  Kilpatrick,  R.  J.  Gault  and  W.  W.  Carithers,  ministers  't 
,mes  Mitchell  and  M.  W.  Leslie,  elders. 

Iowa. — J    F.  Crozier,  W.  C.  Allen  and   H.  G.  Foster,  ministers ; 
lines  Scott  and  Hugh  Matthews,  elders. 

New  York. — P.  H.  Wylie,  J.  R.  Latimer  and  W.  C.  Allen,  minis- 
rs ;  R.  M.  Downie  and  Hugh  Matthews,  elders. 
Kansas. — D.   C.    Fans,   R.  J.   Gault  and  G.  M.  Robb,  ministers \ 
ranees  Torrens,  W.  M.  Wylie,  elders. 

Pittsburgh. — Josiah  Dodds,  G.  R.  McBurney  and  Geo.  Edgar,  minis- 
rs  ;  H.  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Manners,  elders. 

Ohio. — Geo.  Kennedy,  S.  G.  Conner  and  A.  I.  Robb,  ministers ;  J.  S. 
rthur  and  Robt.  S.  Orr,  elders. 

Rochester. — Isaiah  Faris,  J.  R.  W.  Stevenson  and  J.  R.  Wylie,  minis- 
rs ;  Hugh  Nesbit  and  Elman  I.  Dewey,  elders. 

New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia. — D.  C.  Martin,  Thos.  Patton  and 
r.  P.  Johnston,  ministers;  J.  S.  Bell  and  R.  G.  Young,  elders. 
Philadelphia. — J.   A.  Thompson,   P.   J.  McDonald  and  C.  Clyde, 
inisters ;  J.  B.  Dodds  and  Thos.  Wylie,  elders. 

Vermont. — S.  R.  McClurkin,  T.  A.  Rusk  and  J.  L.  McCartney, 
inisters;  Jno.  H.  Curry  and  S.  R.  Faris,  elders. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  reported.  The  report  was  accepted 
id  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Report  of  Committee  on  Nominations. 

We  respectfully  report  as  follows : 

1.  On  the  request  of  W.  T.  Miller,  to  change  the  Board  of  Church 
Ixtension  and  Sustentation  to  a  central  location.  D.  H.  Coulter,  T.  P. 
tevenson,  J.  C.  Smith,  ministers;  D.  Boyd,  Archibald  Dodds,  elders. 

2.  Committee  on  the  connection  of  our  members  with  associations 
lat  sing  uninspired  compositions  in  worship  at  their  meetings.  P.  H. 
Pylie,  §.  R.  Wallace,  J.  S.  Thompson,  ministers;  John  Mitchell,  Hugh 
'atterson,  elders. 

3-     Committee  on  application  of  Amity  College.    D.  S.  Faris,  J.  M. 

'oster,  W.  W.  Carithers,  ministers;  J.  S.  Arthur,  H.  Matthews, elders. 

4.     Committee  on  reorganization  of  Syrian  Mission.     J.  W.  Sproull, 

I.  J.  George,  J.  R.Latimer, ministers;  Wm.  Pearce,  F.  Torrens, elders. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  McCracken,  Chairman. 

m 

Paper  No.  84.  Request  of  East  End,  Pittsburgh,  congregation  for 
lid  in  the  payment  of  the  debt  on  the  church.  Referred  to  Commit- 
ee  on  Finance. 

The  Committee  on  Travelling  Fund  reported,  asking  instructions 
is  to  the  request  of  Lakes  Presbytery,  (Paper  No.  31,)  asking  the 
efunding  of  overcharge  last  year  for  members  of  missionary  stations. 
The  committee  having  stated  that  t lie  same  overcharge  was  made  in 
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the  case  of  other  presbyteries,  Synod  directed  the  committee  to  make 
out  their  report  without  reference  to  last  year's  report. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Presbyteries  reported.  The  reports  of  Illinois,  Lakes,  Iowa,  New 
York,  Ohio  and  Vermont  Presbyteries  were  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Presbyterial  Reports,  except  so  much  as  refers  to  sup- 
plies, to  the  Committee  on  Supplies. 

The  reports  of  Kansas,  Pittsburgh,  New  Brunswick  aud  Nova 
Scotia,  Philadelphia,  Colorado  and  Rochester  Presbyteries  were  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Presbyterial  Reports,  except  so 
much  as  refers  to  supplies,  to  the  Committee  on  Supplies,  and  so  much 
as  refers  to  finance,  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

N.  R.  Johnston  offered  a  resolution,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Missions. 

The  courtesies  of  the  floor  of  Synod  were  extended  to  Rev.  F.  T. 
Bailey,  D.  D.,  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

The  Mission  Conference  reported.  The  report  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Committee  on  National  Reform  reported.  The  report  was 
accepted,  and  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present,  except  so  much  as  re- 
fers to  finance,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Financial  Secretary  for  National  Reform  reported.  The  report 
was  referred  to  tiie  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Committee  on  Testimony  Bearing  reported.  The  report  was 
laid  on  the  table  for  the  present,  except  so  much  as  refers  to  finance, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

A  paper  was  read  by  H.  H.  George,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

A  paper  was  read  by  elder  R.  M.  Downie,  aud  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Financial  Report  of  the  Jewish  Mission  of  Philadelphia  was 
refeired  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

W.  J.  Coleman,  Hugh  Matthews  and  J.  W.  Cavan  were  added  to 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Systematic  Beneficence. 

The  hour  for  adjournment  having  arrived,  the  time  was  extended 
five  minutes. 

J.  McCracken  presented  the  request  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leonard  A. 
Watkins,  of  Capitol  Hill,  Denver,  that  the  members  of  Synod  aud 
visitors  attend  a  reception,  to  be  given  by  them  at  their  home,  at  such 
time  as  may  suit  the  convenience  of  Synod.  The  invitation  was 
accepted  with  thanks,  and  Synod  fixed  Tuesday  evening  of  next  week 
as  the  most  convenient  time  to  attend  such  a  reception. 

Synod  adjourned  with  prayer  by  J.  W.  Sproull,  to  meet  Monday 
morning  at  9  o'clock. 
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MONDAY'S  PROCEEDINGS.— June  10. 

MORNING  SESSION. 

Synod  convened  at  9  o'clock,  and  was  constituted  by  prayer  by  the 
moderator. 

The  roll  was  called.  The  following  members  were  absent :  T.  J. 
Allen,  Caskey,  W.  Dougherty,  J.  S.  Martin,  McCartney,  Morton,  J. 
6.  Reed  and  J.  Ralston  Wylie. 

The  allotted  time  was  given  to  devotional  exercises. 

The  minutes  of  Saturday's  proceedings  were  read,  amended  and 
approved. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  the  Theological  Seminary  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Theological  Seminary  and  Education. 

A  communication  from  students  of  the  Theological  Seminary  was 
laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

The  Board  of  Corporators  of  Geneva  College  and  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  same  college  reported.  The  reports  were  received, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Theological  Seminary  and  Education. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  National  Reform  was  taken  from 
the  table.  The  recommendations  were  read,  and,  after  discussion,  the 
report  wa6  unanimously  adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  National  Reform. 

The  Committee  on  National  Reform  presents  the  following  report  : 

The  people  of  this  great  country  cannot  be  too  profoundly  grateful  to 
Almighty  God  that  the  early  settlers  were  devout  believers  in  his  Word ; 
men  and  women  of  deep  religious  convictions.  To  this  is  due  the  fact 
that  the  life  and  institutions  of  the  colonies  were  so  largely  imbued  with 
the  spirit  of  Christianity. 

The  duty  of  embodying  the  existing  Christian  features  in  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  at  the  time  it  was  framed,  was  so  plain  that  no 
sufficient  reason  or  excuse  for  neglect  to  do  so  can  be  given.  Although 
the  origin  of  this  nation  is  distinctively  Christian,  although  during  the  dark 
days  of  the  struggle  for  independence  the  interposition  of  providence  on 
our  behalf  was  earnestly  sought  and  frequently  acknowledged  with  ex- 
pressions of  gratitude,  the  Constitution  as  it  came  from  the  hands  of  its 
framers  was,  and  continues  to  be,  absolutely  godless,  and  as  a  result  the 
influence  of  the  government  is  on  the  side  of  infidelity  and  atheism. 

The  results  of  this  fatal  omission  of  all  reference  to  a  higher  power,  be- 
gan to  appear  soon  after  its  adoption  and  are  just  what  were  to  be  expected. 
There  are,  it  is  admitted,  Christian  features  in  the  laws  and  institutions  of 
this  land.  This  could  not  have  been  otherwise.  These  Christian  features 
are,  however,  being  gradually  effaced.  Our  Sabbath  is  being  rapidly  con- 
verted into  what  is  known  as  the  Continental  Sunday.  The  sanctity  of 
marriage  is  fast  disappearing,  divorces  being  granted  in  some  of  the  States 
on  but  slight  pretexts.  Our  politics  are  thoroughly  corrupt.  The  saloon 
is  regarded  as  a  most  potent  factor  in  deciding  political  issues.  Little 
regard  is  had  to  moral  qualifications  in  the  selection  of  candidates  for 
positions  of  influence  and  power.     Our  cities  are  largely  under  the  con- 
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trol  of  the  worst  elements  of  society.  Indeed  everywhere  are  being  mani- 
fested the  awful  consequences  that  inevitably  follow  when  a  nation  forgets 
God. 

Christian  men  and  women  all  over  the  country  are  becoming  alarmed. 
Spasmodic  efforts  to  effect  a  change  have  been  made  in  some  localities 
and  with  some  success.  The  feeling,  however,  is  deepening  that  there 
must  be  a  radical  reformation.  How  deep  and  general  this  is  may  be 
seen  in  the  prominence  given  to  the  subject  in  some  of  its  phases,  in  our 
colleges,  seminaries  and  universities,  in  our  summer  schools,  in  the  organi- 
zation of  good  citizen  leagues,  in  our  papers  and  magazines,  both  religious 
and  secular,  from  pulpit  and  platform.  The  church  is  beginning  to  real- 
ize that  the  influence  of  this  mighty  nation  is  in  favor  of  infidelity  and 
against  Christianity.  There  is  a  widespread  conviction  that  finds  expres- 
sion in  many  ways  that  Jesus  Christ  sustains  a  relation  to  men  collectively 
as  well  as  individually,  and  that  there  can  be  no  permanent  reformation 
until  his  authority  is  recognized  by  nations  as  well  as  by  individuals. 

The  National  Reform  Association  was  organized  some  years  ago  for 
the  purpose  of  affording  an  opportunity  tor  this  conviction  to  find  expres- 
sion and  also  to  widen  and  deepen  it.  Recognizing  the  fact  that  there 
are  many  in  the  different  bodies  of  Christians  that  are  in  favor  of  such 
a  radical  change  in  the  Constitution  as  will  make  it  distinctively  Christian, 
yet  who  are  not  prepared  to  accept  our  position  of  political  dissent,  it 
aims  to  provide  a  way  by  which  all  who  favor  the  movement,  can  con- 
sistently co-operate  in  a  common  effort  to  bring  this  nation  into  acknowl- 
edged subjection  to  Christ.  Synod  has  recognized  this  association  and 
recommended  it  to  the  support  of  the  church,  as  it  has  no  other  not 
under  its  control. 

The  association  has  prosecuted  its  work  during  the  past  year  with  vigor. 
A  number  of  local  conventions  weie  held,  all  of  which  were  well  attended, 
spirited  and  harmonious.  Mr.  J.  R.  Dill  arranged  for  the  holding  of 
institutes  in  different  localities,  at  which  the  principles  of  National  Reform 
were  presented  to  attentive  audiences. 

The  special  Committee  on  Marriage  and  Divorce  Laws  has  labored 
assiduously  and  with  much  success  during  the  year.  Eight  additional 
States  have  appointed  commissioners  on  uniform  laws,  and  the  claims  of 
the  law  of  Christ  have  been  urged  upon  the  attention  of  the  commissioners. 

Rev.  Wm,  Wier  is  still  in  the  employ  of  the  Association.  It  will  be 
gratifying  to  our  members  to  know  that  the  Christian  Statesman  is  again 
under  Covenanter  control. 

Your  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  1st.  That  we  as  a  Synod  reaffirm  our  profound  conviction 
that  the  National  Reform  movement  is  "  most  intimately  connected  with 
the  honor  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,"  and  with  the  stability 
and  prosperity  of  civil  government. 

2d.  That  in  the  present  condition  of  society,  when  the  legitimate  results 
of  secularism  and  infidelity  in  national  affairs  are  awaking  well  grounded 
fears  in  the  minds  of  thinking  people,  we  recognize  it  to  be  our  duty  to 
do  all  that  is  in  our  power  to  press  upon  public  attention  the  importance 
of  this  movement,  and  to  co-operate  so  far  as  we  consistently  can  with  all 
others  in  their  efforts  to  the  same  end. 

3d.  That  the  National  Reform  Association,  whose  object  is  to  unite 
all  friends  of  National  Reform  in  earnest  efforts  to  so  change  the  Consti- 
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tution  of  this  government  that  there  shall  be  a  clear  and  explicit  acknowl- 
edgment of  Almighty  God  as  the  source  of  all  power,  of  Jesus  Christ  as 
the  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth,  and  of  the  Bible  as  the  supreme 
rule  in  all  affairs,  be  recommended  as  worthy  of  the  continued  and  hearty 
support  of  our  members.  Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  W.  Sproull,    ^ 

S.  R.  Wallace,    | 

J.  C.  Smith,  )-  Committee. 

J.  K.  Miller, 

T.  H.  Walker, 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Testimony  Bearing  was  taken 
from  the  table.  The  recommendations  were  read,  and  taken  up  item 
by  item  for  adoption.  A.J.McFarland,  Synod's  lecturer  for  Testimony 
Bearing,  was  heard. 

Pending  the  further  discussion  of  the  subject,  the  hour  for  recess 
arrived,  and  Synod  took  recess  to  meet  at  2  o'clock.  Prayer  by  Thos. 
McFall. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION, 

The  time  of  recess  having  expired,  the  court  was  called  to  order, 
and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  J.  0.  Smith. 

J.  M.  Littlejohn  appeared  and  took  his  seat  as  a  member  of  the 
court. 

It  was  voted  to  dispense  with  the  calling  of  the  roll  at  the  after- 
noon session  during  the  remaining  sessions  of  the  court. 

After  devotional  services,  the  business  pending  at  the  close  of  the 
morniug  session  was  resumed.  The  several  items  of  the  report  were 
adopted.     The  report  was  adopted  as  a  whole,  and  is  as  follows : 

•  Beport  of  the  Committee  on  Testimony  Bearing. 

The  work  of  Testimony  Bearing  has  gone  on  steadily  during  the  past 
year  and  has  shown  a  wonderful  capacity  for  development.  As  there 
teems  to  be  the  greater  need  for  our  testimony,  the  way  is  being  opened 
up  for  the  King's  messengers.  "  When  the  enemy  shall  come  in  like  a 
flood  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  shall  lift  up  a  standard  against  him."  The 
history  of  the  past  year  has  been  a  revelation.  It  has  proved  that  we 
need  keep  nothing  back,  our  friends  can  bear  all  that  we  have  to  tell. 
If  they  are  not  fully  persuaded,  they  do  not  the  less  respect  us  and  our 
position.  There  is  no  loss  but  rather  great  gain  in  telling  out  the  truth 
with  regard  not  only  to  the  duty  of  the  whole  people,  but  with  regard  to 
the  present  duty  of  every  man  as  a  subject  of  the  King  of  kings. 

This  duty  of  separation  from  a  government  that  does  not  recognize 

and  serve  Christ  nor  accept  his  law,  involves  so  radical  a  change  of 

Relationship  and  so  much  of  self  denial,  that  the  argument  leading  to 

this  conclusion  must  state  principles  and  facts  with  great  clearness  and 

force.    As  loyalty  to   Christ  is  the  only   motive   that  will  bring  a 

Christian  citizen  to  such  a  resolution,  the  claim  of  Christ  as  King  of 

stations  must  be  the  starting  point,  the  first  principle,  the  basis,  of  every 

Sddress  on  this  subject.      As  the  nation's  duty  to  recognize  and  serve 

Christ  must  be  the  great  reason  for  separating  from  a  government  ttaA> 

14 
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fails  and  is  unwilling  to  engage  in  His  services,  the  obligation  resting 
upon  this  nation  to  recognize  his  authority  and  law  in  its  written  con- 
stitution must  be  made  plain  and  conclusive.  Then  the  absence  of  any 
such  recognition  in  our  national  constitution  must  be  shown  so  clearly 
as  to  put  that  fact  beyond  all  cavil.  And  then  the  personal  responsi- 
bility of  every  man  for  swearing  to  carry  on  government  according  to 
a  law  which  leaves  out  Christ  and  omits  all  mention  of  the  Bible,  must 
be  brought  home  with  irresistible  power  to  the  conscience. 

There  is  great  gain  for  truth,  for  our  church  and  for  our  country,  in 
urging  on  our  friends  and  neighbors,  a  personal  decision  which  requires 
from  its  very  nature  a  clear,  comprehensive  and  forcible  statement  of  the 
principles  committed  to  us  by  our  Lord.  There  is  a  natural  tendency 
especially  in  this  age,  to  modify  and  soften  our  testimony  against 
popular  errors  and  to  state  the  truth  which  condemns  the  world  in  a  way 
that  will  not  bring  on  us  the  world's  condemnation.  But  a  man  who  in 
this  land  advocates  separation  from  its  government  for  conscience  sake, 
has  before  him  a  conclusion  which  requires  him  to  speak  with  boldness 
the  word  of  God.  This  is  the  way  the  prophets  spoke  of  old  and  it  is 
the  way  that  in  the  present  crisis  of  our  country's  history  we  should 
speak  now. 

The  means  contributed  to  the  cause  of  Testimony  Bearing,  show  an 
increased  interest  on  the  part  of  the  people  in  this  work  of  the  church. 
The  whole  sum  contributed  was  $1,793.40,  an  increase  of  about  $700 
over  the  contribution  of  last  year.  There  is  now  on  hand  a  balance  of 
about  $400,  showing  that  your  committee  has  not  gone  beyond  the 
means  provided. 

The  main  feature  of  our  woik  the  past  year  has  been  the  manifold 
labors  and  encouraging  experience  ot  the  lecturer  appointed  by  Synod 
to  devote  his  time  to  this  cause.  The  reception  he  has  met  with  inside 
and  outside  of  our  church,  has  disappointed  our  fears  and  built  up  our 
hopes  in  this  work  of  the  church.  It  says,  "Arise,  shine."  The 
number  of  times  he  has  spoken  tells  an  eloquent  story  of  faith  and 
effort  to  all  who  have  had  experience  in  work  of  this  kind.  Ninety-two 
sermons  and  eighty -seven  lectures  have  been  given.  Of  these,  sixty- 
four  were  given  in  our  own  churches,  where  the  lecturer  met  with  many 
of  our  neighbors,  and  one  hundred  and  fifteen  in  churches  of  other 
denominations,  and  in  halls,  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  in  all  the 
average  attendance  being  one  hundred  and  forty.  Your  Committee 
cannot  but  express  our  gratification  as  we  review  the  work  of  Dr. 
McFarland,  not  only  for  what  he  has  done,  but  on  account  of  the 
possibilities  which  he  has  opened  up. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  as  before  been  at  work  in  the  distribu- 
tion of  literature.  The  contributions  received  did  not  permit  us  to 
devote  so  much  to  this  purpose  as  before,  but  the  work  has  been 
steadily  kept  up  and  the  demand  for  this  literature  is  constantly  grow- 
ing. There  are  few  neighborhoods  where  Covenanters  reside  that  hare 
not  been  supplied  with  tracts  at  their  own  request.  The  amount  spent 
in  this  work  has  been  about  $400.  We  believe  now  as  we  always  have 
that  this  is  a  very  effective  method  of  work,  and  we  think  it  all  the 
more  effective  in  connection  with  the  living  voice  of  the  lecturer  on  this 
theme. 
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We  recommend : 

1.  That  the  members  of  the  church,  seeing  the  open  door  of 
opportunity,  be  exhorted  to  increased  liberality  in  contributing  to  this 
cause. 

2.  That  Dr.  A.  J.  McFarland  be  again  chosen  lecturer  on  this 
subject  for  the  coming  year,  under  the  same  conditions  as  before. 

3.  That  the  pastors  and  elders  of  the  church  be  encouraged  to 
engage  in  this  work  as  they  find  opportunity. 

4.  That  we  all  seek  without  ceasing  the  blessing  of  the  King  himself 
upon  the  efforts  made  to  exalt  his  name  and  establish  his  kingdom. 

W.  J.  Coleman,  1 

R.  J.  Gault,  I       Of  the 

Oliver  Wylie,  [  Committee. 

John  T.  Morton,  J 

The  resignation  of  T.  C.  Sproull  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Testimony  Bearing  was  accepted,  and  J.  B.  Mclsaac  was  appointed  in 
his  place. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business  was  taken 
from  the  table.     Item  8  was  taken  up. 

The  Committee  on  the  Plan  of  Federation  reported.  The  report 
was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

Report  of  the  Oommittee  on  the  Confederation  of  Ohurohes. 

The  Oommittee  on  the  Confederation  of  Churches  respectfully  report : 
In  view  of  the  lack  of  unanimous  and  hearty  action  in  the  larger 
bodies  with  reference  to  the  proposed  Plan  of  Federation,  and  of  the 
existence  of  the  same  state  of  affairs  among  us,  the  committee  unite  in 
not  recommending  the  adoption  of  the  proposed  plan,  leaving  to  the 
developments  of  divine  providence  and  to  the  light  of  the  world  the 
guidance  of  the  church  in  any  future  efforts  for  co-operation  of  the 
divided  members  of  the  body  of  Christ.  We  return  Paper  No.  18 
without  recommending  action.    On  behalf  of  the  committee, 

D.  B.  Willson,  Chairman. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  was  instructed  to  nominate  a  oom- 
mittee to  consider  and  report  on  the  Plan  of  Federation  of  Churches, 
as  it  may  be  further  modified. 

Item  9,  being  item  2*  of  last  year's  report  of  Committee  on  Theo- 
logical Seminary  and  Education,  "  that  there  be  no  change  in  the  term 
of  study  in  the  Seminary,"  was  added  to  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Unfinished  Business.  The  petition  of  students  of  the  Theological 
Seminary,  relating  to  the  same  subject,  was  read,  and  the  question  ot 
a  change  of  the  term  of  study  in  the  Seminary  was  referred  to  a 
special  committee,  to  report  to  next  Synod,  and  the  consideration  of 
the  report  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  afternoon  of  the 
second  day  of  the  Synod. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business  was  adopted 

a  whole,  and  is  as  follows : 
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Report  of  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business. 

"  The  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business  would  report  the  following 
items : 

1.  H.  H.  George  to  continue  efforts  to  secure  the  introduction  of 
Sabbath  literature  into  school  books.     (R  P.  &  C.,  page  197.) 

2.  Report  of  Committee  on  Joint  Revision  of  the  Psalms,      W.  J. 
Coleman,  chairman.     (R.  P.  &  C,  pages  226  and  247.) 

3.  Committee  to  report  on  Plan   of   Federation.    D.  B.  Willson, 
chairman.     (R.  P.  &  C,  pages  289  and  291.) 

4.  Committee  to  report  on  the  matter  of  establishing  a  weekly 
church  paper  to  be  under  the  control  of  Synod.  J.  McCracken,  chair- 
.man.    (R.  P.  &  (7.,  page  289.) 

5.  Officers  of  Synod  to  prepare  an  appeal  to  Congress  demanding 
the  repeal  of  unjust  anti-Chinese  laws.      (R.  P.  &  CM  pages  290,  291.) 

6.  Officers  of  Synod  to  address  communications  to  Commissioners 
of  the  States  with  reference  to  divorce  laws.      (R.  P.  <b  C,  page  290.) 

7.  Committee  on  Publication  of  the  Psalter  to  report.  (R.  P.&C 
page  195.) 

8.  The  Minutes  of  the  last  Synod  as  printed  are  correct,  except, 
.  1.    In  roll  of  Synod,  page  192,  after  the  name  of  J.  B.  Williams  insert 

the  name  of  J.  M.  Littlejohn.*  2.  After  the  name  of  R.  J.  George, 
page  193,  insert  name  of  J.  L.  McCartney.  3.  Put  f  after  the  name 
of  J.  S.  Martin,  page  193.  4.  To  list  of  ministers  absent,  page  194, 
add  the  names  of  J.  M.  Armour,  Josiah  Dodds,  J.  L.  Pinkerton,  J.  K. 
Reed  and  Robert  Stewart.  5.  To  list  of  congregations  not  repre- 
sented, page  194,  add  Syracuse,  Rehoboth,  (Pa.,)  and  EUiota,  and  strike 
from  list  Horton  and  Muskingum  and  Tomica.  6.  On  page  201,  line 
19,  put  MacCiement  for  McClelland.  7.  Strike  out  the.name  Toland, 
pages  213,  222  and  224.  8.  To  list  of  absentees  on  vote  to  sustain 
the  complaint  of  Geneva  congregation,  page  223,  add  the  name  Pollock 
.  and  make  total  5  ;  and  to  list  of  persons  not  voting  the  name  Glasgow 
and  make  total  15.  9.  After  minute  relating  to  the  election  of 
missionaries  to  China,  page  247,  enter  the  following;  The  names  of 
Elmer  McBurney  and  Robert  J.  Mclsaac  were  presented  to  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board  as  eligible  to  appointment  as  missionaries  to  China,  and 
the  names  of  Henry  G.  Foster,  T.  Holmes  Walker  and  W.  J.  McKnight 
were  also  presented  for  the  consideration  of  the  Board  for  appointment 
to  the  foreign  field.  10.  In  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
page  260,  Section  III.-  4,  substitute  for  the  words  "  the  debt,"  the 
words:  " so  much  of  that  debt  as  was  incurred  by  the  legal  protection 
of  the  property.'' 

9.  Item  2*  of  last  years  report  laid  on  the  table  until  this  meeting 
of  Synod.     (R.  P.  &  (7.,  page  285.) 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  D.  Trumbull,)      Of  the 
F.  M.  Foster,      )  Committee. 

D.  H.  Coulter  and  J.  A.  Black  were  added  to  the  Special  Commit- 
tee on  Amity  College. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Discipline  was  called  for  and  pre- 
sented.    The  consideration  of  the  report  was  made  the  order  of  the 
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y  for  this  evening,  to  take  the  place  of  the  conference  which  had 
en  arranged  for. 

The  Committee  on  Secret  Societies  reported.  The  report  was 
cepted,  amended  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

Report  of  Oommittee  on  Secret  Societies. 

Two  most  important  principles  ought  to  be  kept  in  sight  on  the 
lestion  of  secret  societies : 

I.  That  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ,  in  her  purity,  is  most  uri- 
angeably  opposed  to  secret  orders. 

II.  That  the  church,  in  her  exercise  of  discipline,  effectually 
irge8  herself  from  complicity  with  such  orders. 

In  regard  to  the  first,  we  say  in  our  Testimony,  Chapter  XXII.,  S$c- 
m  5 :  "  Christians  should  walk  in  the  light.  Their  doctrine,  and 
irposes,  and  manner  of  life,  their  rules  of  action  and  conduct,  should 
I  be  concealed.  The  formation  of  secret  associations  for  the  prpse- 
tion  of  ends,  however  good  professedly,  is  inconsistent  with  the  re- 
tirements of  Christian  principles." 

In  the  last  paragraph  of  Section  2  of  the  Covenant  of  18*71,  we  say : 
We  reject  all  systems  of  false  religion  and  will-worship,  and  with 
ese,  all  forms  of  secret  oath-bound  societies  and  orders,  as  ensnaring 
their  nature,  pernicious  in  their  tendency,  and  perilous  to  the  liber-, 
is  of  both  church  and  State ;  and  pledge  ourselves  to  pray  and  labor 
cording  to  our  power,  that  whatever  is  contrary  to  godliness  may  be 
moved,  and  the  church  beautified  with  universal  conformity  to  the 
w  and  will  of  her  divine  Head  and  Lord." 

With  these  Scriptural  and  authoritative  utterances,  placed  before  the 
or  Id,  and  made  binding  upon  us,  by  the  oft  repeated  sacramental  re- 
jwal,  and  our  solemn  formal  oath  and  covenant  of  the  past,  it  becomes 
ir  duty  to  keep  these  principles  constantly  before  our  people,  and  to 
revent  the  evil,  against  which  we  lift  our  voice,  froin  gaining  a  foot- 
rid  among  us. 

We  will  not  enter  upon  an  argument  against  secret  orders.  This  has 
sen  done  so  often  that  it  is  not  necessary  here  to  repeat  it.  The  report 
ibmitted  at  our  last  annual  meeting,  is  an  admirable,  and  convincing 
gument  against  the  entire  secret  system. 

We  would  rather  call  attention  to  the  danger  which  threatens  the 
lurch.  We  do  not  stand  in  any  immediate  danger  from  what  are. 
iown  as  the  major  secret  orders.  But  we  are  in  danger  from  the 
inor  secret  orders.  We  live  in  an  age  when  the  "  image  of  the  beast " 
worshipped  by  the  mass  of  men.  Secretism  is  rife  everywhere.  In 
any  places  business  and  trades  are  so  completely  hedged  about  by 
ders,  unions,  etc.,  that  a  man  cannot  engage  in  certain  legitimate 
lling8,  unless  he  will  join  the  order  by  which  the  business  is  controlled. 
In  the  so-called  industrial  strikes,  men  who  do  not  belong  to  the 
riking  body,  are  mobbed,  if  they  attempt  to  take  up  the  work.  $o 
mpletely  have  all  trades,  and  many  lines  of  business  passed  under 
e  control  of  the  secret  order,  that  men  tell  us,  '*  we  cannot  be  em- 
oyed  at  our  trade  unless  we  belong  to  the  union."  This  form  of  the 
il  that  menaces  the  church  to-day  is  not  confined  to  the  city,  or  town, 
tt  lays  its  grasp  upon  the  agrarian  members  as  well,  holding  forth 
uring  inducements  to  join  the  order  that  has  been  formed  for  the 
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special  purpose  of  securing  to  him  Lis.  rights.  And  who  has  not  heard 
the  loud  sounding  enconiums  spoken  in  praise  of  the  insurance  orders. 
Even  women  have  been  overtaken  by  the  mania,  and  many  orders  have 
lately  sprung  up,  to  the  sacred  altar  of  which  only  women  can  be  ad- 
mitted. In  these  minor  orders,  exhibiting  some  object  good  in  itself, 
it  may  be  quite  laudable,  but  including  a  formal  initiation,  and  an  obli- 
gation to  secrecy ;  in  these  we  see  our  present  peril.  They  are  the 
entering  wedge.  Stroke  by  stroke  the  church  will  be  divided,  or  forced 
to  surrender  her  position  upon  the  whole  question.  But  our  Testimony 
founded  upon  the  word  of  God  will  justify  us  in  the  exclusion  of 
secretism,  no  matter  what  the  form  may  be.  The  experience  of  other 
churches  that  have  temporized  with  the  minor  orders,  warns  us  that 
there  is  peril  in  the  first  step  toward  toleration  of  this  evil. 
We  therefore  recommend  the  following  action : 

1.  That  the  entire  church  be  urged  to  identify  herself  with  the 
movement  in  opposition  to  secret  societies,  and  that  co-operation  with 
the  National  Christian  Association  be  encouraged. 

2.  That  sessions  be  enjoined  to  exercise  the  utmost  watchfulness 
over  their  respective  congregations,  by  counsel,  by  practical  and  well 
directed  help,  and,  when  necessary,  by  vigorous  discipline,  to  defend 
the  church  against  the  minor  secret  orders. 

3.  That  the  church  be  urged  to  more  energetic  and  practical  use  of 
this  part  of  our  testimony. 

While  we  are  not  more  than  holding  our  position,  the  enemy  are 
active,  bold  and  aggressive.  Their  number  is  legion.  When  we  re- 
member that  the  weapons  of  our  warfare  are  not  carnal,  but  mighty,  to 
the  pulling  down  of  the  strongholds  of  Satan,  we  should  use  these 
weapons  constantly.  We  will  yet  overcome,  but  it  will  be  "  by  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb,  and  by  the  word  of  our  testimony." 

4.  That  the  cause  be  recommended  to  the  liberality  of  our  people. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

T.  P.  Robb, 

A.  KlLPATRICK, 

T.  H.  Walker, 
T.  J.  Blackwood, 
W.  J.  McCrea, 

The  Committee  on  the  Signs  of  the  Times  reported.  The  report 
was  returned  to  the  committee  for  an  additional  item. 

The  Committee  on  Evangelistic  Work  reported.  The  report  was 
taken  up  item  by  item  for  adoption.  The  several  items  were  adopted. 
The  sixth  item  was  added  and  adopted.  D.  C,  Faris  entered  his  pro- 
test against  the  adoption  of  the  last  item.  The  report  was  adopted  as 
a  whole,  and  is  as  follows : 

Report  of  the  Oommittee  on  Evangelistic  Work. 

The  Oommittee  on  Evangelistic  Work  would  respectfully  report: 
The  church  of  our  day  is  facing  a  great  problem  in  devising  the  most 
practical  plan  of  evangelizing  the  masses.  It  is  a  very  positive  condi- 
tion that  confronts  us  in  the  question,  "  How  are  the  masses  to  be 
reached  ?  "  With  all  of  the  church  machinery  of  our  times,  organisa- 
tions upon  organizations,  the  fact  remains  that  the  vast  majority  of 


►  Committee. 


1895.]  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church.  167 

souls  in  Christendom  are  unreached,  the  gulf  between  them  and  the 
religious  class  is  deepening  and  widening  from  year  to  year.  There  is 
an  alarming  annual  increase  of  unconverted  who  despise  the  church 
and  are  discontented  with  the  social  conditions  of  life.  Think  of  thirty- 
two  millions  in  this  country  that  are  attending  no  religious  place  of 
worship,  thousands  upon  thousands  of  children  never  entering  the 
house  of  God  and  receiving  no  religious  instruction.  While  this  con- 
dition belongs  to  no  special  class,  being  true  of  both  rich  and  poor ;  at 
the  same  time  it  is  found  largely  among  the  working  class.  The  time 
was  when  the  working  class  was  in  sympathy  with  religious  institutions, 
but  to-day  they  are  absenting  themselves  in  large  numbers.  Dr.  Farrar 
speaking  of  the  Church  of  England  has  said  that  not  three  per  cent,  of 
the  "  working  classes ''  are  regular  or  even  occasional  attendants.  And 
Dr.  Bradford  of  the  "  Outlook  "  has  discovered  by  careful  investiga- 
tion that  in  the  leading  eastern  cities  of  our  own  country,  (( church 
neglect  among  the  poorer  classes  is  on  a  rapid  increase."  What  is  true 
of  the  east  is  true  of  the  west.  Take  any  of  our  cities  on  the  Sabbath, 
enter  the  churches  and  see  the  empty  pews,  go  to  the  avenues  and  clubs 
and  halls  of  amusement  and  count  the  throngs  congregated  in  the  wor- 
ship of  the  flesh ;  take  the  statistical  reports  of  our  leading  denomina- 
tions and  make  a  thorough  study  of  the  additions  on  profession  of 
faith ;  all  this  will  furnish  a  convincing  proof  that  the  evangelizing  of 
the  masses  is  a  problem  demanding  the  most  careful  consideration,  that 
something  is  wrong  in  the  present  condition  of  affairs. 

One  phase  of  the  subject  is  particularly  alarming,  the  vast  army  of 
young  men  that  are  churchless  and  Christless.  The  largest  proportion 
of  non-churchgoers  is  found  among  young  men  between  the  ages  of 
sixteen  and  forty,  one-sixth  of  our  population.  Sixty-five  of  every 
hundred  attend  no  church,  only  ten  of  every  hundred  are  in  any  con- 
nection, three  in  every  hundred  in  any  active  service.  Christ  Jesus  is 
not  getting  "  the  dew  of  his  youth  "  from  the  young  men  of  to-day. 
Many  things  are  operating  against  their  spiritual  development ;  the 
absorbing  cares  of  business,  the  secularizing  of  the  Sabbath,  the  false 
moral  standard  of  commercial  and  political  life,  and  the  evil  influences 
of  the  clubs  and  the  lodges.  All  these  are  drawing  him  from  religious 
influences,  unfitting  him  for  Christian  service,  causing  him  to  waste  his 
substance  for  that  which  is  not  bread. 

As  we  view  the  sad  condition  of  the  unevangelized,  we  have  to  cry, 
"  Who  is  sufficient  for  these  things  ?  "  And  to  our  cry  there  comes 
one  emphatic  answer  from  the  heavens :  The  church  of  the  living 
Christ  is  sufficient.  "  Awake,  awake,  put  on  thy  strength,  O  Zion.,t 
No  human  institution  of  ethical  culture  or  of  benevolent  charity,  can 
settle  this  problem.  Only  a  divine  institution,  clothed  with  the  full 
power  of  the  ascended  and  enthroned  Christ,  can  lift  fallen  humanity 
into  the  righteousness  of  God.  Charles  Kingsley  well  says  :  "  If  the 
Christian  church  were  what  she  ought  to  be  and  could  be  for  a  single 
day,  the  world  would  be  converted  before  nightfall."  The  church  can 
do  it,  must  do  it,  will  do  it.  She  must  awaken  from  her  slumber,  she 
most  realize  the  deep  meaning  of  her  mission  to  these  unevangelized 
souls,  she  must  be  led  to  institute  the  most  practical  plans  for  bringing 
to  them  the  truth.  Evangelistic  work  can  occupy  no  second  place  in 
church  work,  it  will  have  the  first  place  in  the  church  of  the  comity 
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century.  As  a  department  cf  church  activity  it  demands  the  most 
thoughtful  attention  of  every  congregation,  is  worthy  of  a  large  place 
in  seminary  instruction  and  in  the  deliberations  of  presbyteries  and 
Synods.  The  church  that  ignores  it,  will  be  ignored  by  the  Spirit  and 
the  people. 

We  owe  it  to  our  Lord  to  be  deeply  interested  in  evangelistic  work. 
If  we  have  the  mind  of  Christ,  we  must  be.  He*  was  a  thorough 
believer  in  it.  "  But  when  he  saw  the  multitudes,  he  was  moved  with 
compassion  because  they  fainted  and  were  scattered  abroad  as  sheep 
having  no  shepherd.''  The  fifteenth  chapter  of  Luke  shows  his  marked 
approval  of  all  attempts  to  reach  the  "  submerged  masses,"  and  his 
faith  in  such  attempts.  Our  oneness  with  him  is  manifested  to  the 
world  in  our  evangelistic  spirit. 

We  owe  it  to  our  country.  The  irreiigion  of  the  masses  is  breeding 
anarchy,  ruin,  death,  to  our  land.  We  have  seen  lately  the  foreshadow- 
ing of  coming  days  in  the  bloody  riots  and  destructive  strikes.  These 
restless  masses  will  determine  our  future.  To  ignore  their  religions 
instruction  is  to  seek  our  own  destruction.  The  truest  patriotism  de- 
mands that  we  should  strive  to  remove  their  ignorance  and  prejudices, 
and  to  bring  them  into  love  with  the  truth.  Dr.  Strong  says :  "  Be 
does  most  to  Christianize  the  world  and  hasten  the  coming  of  the 
kingdom,  who  does  most  to  make  thoroughly  Christian  the  United 
States.'' 

We  owe  it  to  ourselves.  A  living  church  must  be  evangelistic  Her 
very  existence  demands  it.  The  inflow  of  new  blood  into  her  body  is 
a  necessity  for  her  true  development  and  efficiency.  Any  organization 
that  depends  solely  on  additions  from  within,  and  not  from  without, 
will  become  effete. 

This  is  the  great  danger  of  the  church  to-day,  the  increase  is  from 
within,  very  little  from  without.  One  of  the  largest  denominations  in 
this  country,  reported  last  year  an  addition  of  one  to  every  fifteen  of 
its  membership.  It  took  fifteen  to  bring  one  into  the  church,  and  that 
one  in  most  cases  a  baptized  child.  The  annual  average  of  all  de- 
nominations is  one  convert  for  every  twenty  professors.  The  statistics 
of  our  denomination  for  last  year  show  little  growth  from  without 
Who  is  to  blame  ?  Christ  has  promised  as  the  lowest  return  for  faith- 
ful service  thirty-fold,  and  the  Christian  church  is  hardly  making  five 
per  cent.,  one  twentieth  of  one-fold.  Such  returns  are  very  abnormal. 
What  will  he  say  of  our  stewardship? 

No  body  of  Christians  can  delegate  this  work  to  others.     It  cannot 
be  left  for  the  Salvation  Army.     Any  church  that  does  this,  forfeits 
her  right  to  exist.     The  Covenanter  can  enter  no  plea  that  her  mission 
is  to  the  nations,  and  that  others  can  look  after  the  individuals.      Her 
mission  to  the  nations  is  a  very  important  part  of  true  evangelistic 
work.     One  of  the  greatest  barriers  in  the  way  of  evangelization  is 
national  atheism.     At  the  same  time,  to  save  the  mass  we  must  get  at 
the  units  composing  it.     We  should  be  thankful  that  our  people  are 
awakening  to  their  responsibility  in  this  work.     Our  church  is  never 
indifferent  to  anything  that  concerns  the  progress  of  the  kingdom, 
when  the  need  is  shown  them.     By  the  banding  of  our  young  people  in 
Christian  Endeavor  Societies,  with  the  reading  and  training  that  flow 
from  such  organization,  they  have  been  awakened  to  the  facts  and  have 
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teen  aroused  to  act.  What  they  need  is  to  be  shown  the  "  how ''  of 
loing  the  work.  This  devolves  on  our  pastors  and  elders.  If  they  are 
areless  or  indifferent,  the  zeal  of  the  young  people  will  be  unused ;  and 
he  result  will  be,  the  masses  untouched  by  us,  the  church  deadened,  and 
ler  glorious  principles  slandered  before  the  world  as  the  cause  of  the 
lecline. 

The  practical  inquiry  is :  How  can  we  improve  the  evangelistic  de- 
partment in  our  own  church  ?  Every  congregation  must  help  to  solve 
his  for  itself  according  to  its  sphere  of  work.  We  can  only  give  a 
general  answer  in  the  following  points : 

First.  There  must  be  the  inwrought  conviction  in  pastors  and  people 
hat  the  work  needs  to  be  done  and  that  our  distinctive  principles  in  no 
ray  interfere  with  evangelistic  work.  Souls  without  convictions  are 
lestitute  of  true  enthusiasm.  Covenanters  without  this  conviction  will 
«  powerless  in  touching  the  masses.  We  must  remember  that  the  best 
evangelistic  work  is  done  on  thoroughly  evangelical  ground. 

Second.  The  training  of  our  ministry  should  be  on  this  line.  ('Like 
priest,  like  people."  An  evangelistic  pastor  will  make  an  evangelistic 
people.  The  pastor  is  the  key  to  the  situation  of  having  the  people 
deeply  interested  in  mission  work,  home  or  abroad.  Men  are  needed 
in  our  pulpits  that  are  spiritual  and  scholarly,  but  also  practical ;  men 
irho  know  the  humanity  of  the  age,  its  sins  and  temptations  and  needs ; 
men  who  understand  the  Christ-method  of  being  i(  hand-to-hand ''  with 
the  needy  and  getting  under  fallen  man.  As  medical  students  need  the 
lospital  training  as  well  as  the  class-room  instruction,  so  divinity 
students  need  the  practical  side  as  well  as  the  theoretical  side  of  their 
sailing.  Every  young  man  before  settling  in  a  congregation  should 
lave  some  practical  insight  into  the  sin-condition  of  our  age  through 
iity  mission  work  in  its  places  of  disease  and  darkness.  The  experience 
gained  from  such  training  would  be  an  invaluable  help  to  him  through- 
out his  ministry.  It  would  make  him  sympathetic  towards  the  fallen 
ind  fill  him  with  an  enthusiasm  for  their  salvation.  Many  a  strong 
:hurch  has  been  weakened  because  the  pastor  lacked  practical  knowledge 
>f  his  mission. 

Third.  Our  congregations  need  to  be  inspired  with  an  intense  en- 
husiasm  for  humanity.  The  duty  must  be  placed  before  them,  the 
teeds  of  the  special  districts  opened  to  them,  the  fulness  of  his  love 
Kmred  into  them  so  that  they  will  travail  for  souls.  Winners  of  souls 
nust  be  first,  weepers  for  souls.  The  laity  cannot  cast  the  work  on  the 
dergy,  the  pulpit  cannot  be  the  proxy  of  the  pew.  Pastors  and  elders 
should  be  the  leaders,  but  a  deep  sense  of  personal  responsibility  must 
be  in  every  heart.  The  weekly  prayer  service  can  be  directed  into  this 
channel  with  great  advantage  to  the  whole  congregation.  Make  it  a 
generator  of  enthusiasm  for  the  conversion  of  souls,  and  your  church 
will  be  known  as  a  "  House  of  Prayer  "  and  many  will  be  born  there. 

Fourth.  Our  young  people  must  be  trained  and  developed  for 
iggresive  personal  work.  We  can  stand  an  immense  increase  in  the 
growth  of  our  lay-force.  We  are  not  beginning  to  use  the  latent 
powers  of  our  youth.  They  need  careful  training  for  the  work. 
Personal  contact,  house-to-house  work,  the  work  of  young  men  with 
roung  men,  and  young  women  with  young  women,  will  be  the  great 
ipiritual  methods  in  the  church  of  the  future.     Character  must  be  mad& 
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by  hand,  no  wholesale  method  of  elevating  lives.  To  give  that  hand 
touch  and  impart  the  true  power,  will  require  the  careful  training  of 
the  young. 

Fifth.  We  must  have  an  improvement  in  the  methods  of  our  church 
services.  They  must  be  more  spiritual  and  practical.  When  methods 
are  wrong,  the  motive  is  miscarried.  Past  methods  will  not  answer  for 
the  present  day.  It  is  the  duty  of  every  pastor  and  session  to  carefully 
examine  their  church  methods  from  time  to  time,  and  to  use  the  most 
effective  possible.  Must  our  congregations  die  because  of  wrong 
methods?  Our  church  services  need  to  be  brightened  in  a  truly 
spiritual  way.  In  many  of  our  congregations  they  are  painfully  heavy. 
We  can  remove  their  stiffness  by  a  greater  use  of  the  song  services  in 
ail  our  exercises.  Our  preaching  needs  to  be  more  evangelical  by  being 
made  more  evangelistic  in  its  tone.  We  can  stand  more  unfolding  of 
the  word,  and  less  preaching  about  the  word.  "  The  opening  of  thy 
word  giveth  light.''  Nothing  draws  the  masses  in  our  day  as  plain  Bible 
preaching. 

We  should  make  our  churches  homelike  in  every  way.  It  is  the 
home  atmosphere  that  fills  many  lost  souls  with  a  desire  to  return  to 
the  ordinances.  A  band  of  spiritual  young  people  to  greet  stranger* 
and  to  usher  them  to  seats,  is  a  great  uplift  to  any  church. 

Above  all  we  need  to  keep  before  us  in  all  our  church  services  the 
conversion  of  souls.  Everything  should  centre  on  this.  Were  our 
services  shaped  more  with  conversion  in  view,  there  would  be  more 
conversions  among  us. 

We  would  recommend  the  following : 

1.  That  this  subject  be  given  greater  attention  in  our  presbyteries 
and  Synods,  that  yearly  conferences  be  held  for  devising  the  best  plain 
of  conducting  evangelistic  work  in  our  denomination. 

2.  That  pastors  be  urged  to  emphasize  it  in  their  congregations, 
teaching  the  duty,  showing  the  need,  and  shaping  the  work. 

3.  That  the  young  people  be  trained  tor  practical  service  in  house 
visitation,  Sabbath  Schools,  mission  rooms ;  and  be  encouraged  to 
devote  themselves  to  some  department  of  the  work. 

4.  That  our  students  be  advised  to  prepare  themselves  in  every 
possible  way  for  an  evangelistic  ministry. 

5.  That  special  efforts  be  made  during  the  coming  year  for  a  large 
ingathering  of  converted  souls. 

6.  That  our  Theological  Seminary  is  open  to  all  pious  and  well 
educated  young  women  of  the  church,  who  desire  to  hear  the  lectures 
of  the  professors,  and  study  theology  and  receive  special  training  for 
mission  and  evangelistic  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  W.  F.  Carlisle,)      nfthe 

S££oV».     \  a-™* 

T.  H.  Walker,  A.  Dodds  and  James  Scott  were  added  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Psalmody. 
A  recess  was  taken  until  7  o'clock.     Prayer  by  Thos.  McFall. 
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EVENING  SESSION. 

The  court  was  called  to  order  at  the  appointed  hour,  and  was  opened 
fith  prayer  by  Isaiah  Faris. 

The  order  of  the  evening,  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Discipline,  was  taken  up.  The  recommendation  of  the 
Dommittee,  that  che  consideration  of  the  report  be  preceded  by  a  season 
of  prayer,  was  adopted.  Synod  was  led  in  prayer  by  three  members. 
A  motion  to  adopt  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on  Disci- 
pline, which  was  submitted  as  a  final  settlement  of  the  cases  presented 
in  Papers  Nos.  18  and  19,  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  Synod  resolved 
to  enter  on  the  hearing  of  the  cases. 

Paper  No.  19,  Complaint  of  R.  M.  Downie  against  Pittsburgh 
Presbytery,  was  taken  up.  Each  side  was  allowed  thirty  minutes  for 
the  presentation  of  the  case,  and  ten  minutes  in  rejoinder.  The 
papers  were  read  in  regular  order.  R.  M.  Downie  was  heard  in  urg- 
ing his  complaint.  W.  J.  Coleman  and  D.  B.  Willson  were  heard  in 
defence  of  presbytery.  R.  M.  Downie  spoke  in  rejoinder  and  D.  B. 
Willson  replied  to  Mr.  Downie.  The  parties  were  interrogated  and 
removed.  On  the  motion  that  the  complaint  be  not  sustained,  the 
question  was  divided,  and  the  vote  was  taken  on  each  of  the  three 
points  of  the  complaint  separately.  Speeches  were  limited  to  one 
minute.  The  first  and  second  points  of  the  complaint  were  not  sus- 
tained. The  motion  not  to  sustain  the  third  point  was' laid  on  the 
table,  and  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  third  item  of  the  complaint  be  sustained  in  part, 
and  that  Pittsburgh  Presbytery  be  directed  to  amend  its  minutes  by 
changing  the  word  "  the "  to  (( as,"  so  that  they  shall  read,  "  the 
moderator  then  interrogated — as  representatives,"  etc. 

Synod  adjourned  with  prayer  by  Henry  Easson,  to  meet  to-morrow 
norning  at  9  o'clock. 

TUESDAY'S   PROCEEDINGS.— June  II. 

MORNING  SESSION. 

Synod  convened  at  9  o'clock,  and  was  constituted  by  prayer  by  R. 
3.  Reed. 

At  roll  call,  W.  C.  Allen,  S.  R.  Faris,  J.  S.  Martin,  J.  McCracken, 
Sterrett,  S.  M.  Stevenson,  and  Oliver  Wylie  were  marked  absent. 

After  devotional  exercises,  the  minutes  of  yesterday's  proceedings 
*ere  read,  amended  and  approved. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  made  a  supplementary  report, 
frhich  was  accepted  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

Supplementary  Report  of  Committee  on  Nominations. 

5.  Committee  on  Plan  of  Federation  of  Churches :  R.  M.  Sommer- 
llle,  W.  P.  Johnston,  C.  D.  Trumbull,  W.  R.  Sterrett  and  T.  E. 
ireacen. 


T.  H.  Walker,      I       Of  the 


W.  J.  Coleman, 

Committee. 
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6.  Committee  on  Term  of  Study  in  the  Theological  Seminary :  T. 
P.  Robb,  F.  M.  Foster,  W.  M.  Glasgow,  J.  S.  Cannon  and  W.  Henrey. 

J.  McCrackkn. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Disci- 
pline was  made  the  second  order  of  the  day  for  this  afternoon. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Missions  was  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for  10.30  this  morning. 

The  Committee  on  the  Memorial  from  Kansas  Presbytery  reported. 
The  report  was  accepted  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

Report  of  Oommittee  on  Authorized  Version  of  the  Psalms. 

The  Committee  on  Psalmody,  to  which  a  memorial  from  Kansas 
Presbytery,  marked  Paper  No.  20,  was  referred,  asking  a  deliverance 
from  this  Synod  as  to  what  is  the  authorized  version  of  the  Psalms  io 
our  church,  would  respectfully  report : 

In  answer  to  this  question  we  recommend  the  following  reply  : 
Our  church  has  now  and  has  had  for  some  years  two  authorised 
versions  of  the  Psalms.  The  use  of  a  new  version  was  authorized  in 
June,  1889,  yet  the  authority  of  the  church  was  not  withdrawn  from 
the  old  version  which  has  been  in  use  for  250  years.  The  church  is  is 
a  transition  state  on  this  subject,  and  the  Synod  leaves  congregations 
free  to  decide  which  version  they  will  adopt.  Synod  cherishes  the  hope 
that  soon  a  joint  revision  will  be  entered  upon  which  will  result  in 
securing  a  version  in  the  use  of  which  ail  psalms  singers  may  unite. 


James  Scott, 
A.  Dodds. 

The  Committee  on  Sabbath  Schools  reported.  The  report  was 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 

Report  of  the  Oommittee  on  Sabbath  Schools. 

For  many  successive  years  Synod  has  urged  upon  the  church  the 
value,  importance  and  necessity  of  Sabbath  School  work.  She  has  also 
during  these  years  dwelt  at  length  upon  various  methods  of  conducting 
this  work,  and  she  now  calls  the  attention  of  those  under  her  care  to 
one  of  the  newer  methods  of  Sabbath  School  work,  than  which  none 
perhaps  have  come  more  rapidly  into  prominence,  viz :  that  known  as 
the  Home  Class  Department. 

In  every  community  there  aie  persons  who  from  necessity  or  choice, 
are  in  no  way  connected  with  Sabbath  Schools,  and  not  infrequently  * 
large  proportion  of  such  are  found  among  professing  Christians.  Any 
method  of  Sabbath  School  work  that  will  enlist  the  attention  and  meet 
the  wants  of  these  and  at  the  same  time  carry  the  word  of  God  into  the 
homes  of  the  irreligious  and  ungodly,  will  certainly  be  hailed  with 
delight  by  all  Sabbath  School  workers,  and  such  the  Home  Class 
Department  has  proved  to  be  wherever  operated. 

The  plan  of  this  department  is  to  enroll  the  names  of  all  the  different 
classes  of  non-Sabbath  School-attenders  in  any  community — especially 
in  any  congregation — who  will  promise  to  give  at  least  one-half  hour 


1895.]  Reformed  Presbyterian   Church.  173 

each  week  to  the  study  of  the  International  Sabbath  School  Lessons ; 
to  arrange  for  the  classification  of  the  same,  according  to  districts, 
under  the  supervision  of  teachers  or  visitors,  or  both ;  and  to  provide 
each  with  a  lesson  quarterly  from  which  to  study  the  lessons,  and  a 
quarterly  report  envelope  on  which  to  record  the  weekly  study  of  the 
lesson  and  in  which  to  place  the  weekly  contribution.  At  the  close  of 
each  quarter  the  visitors  in  charge  of  the  various  districts  or  the 
teachers  in  charge  of  the  various  classes,  if  such  there  be,  in  these  dis- 
tricts, collect  these  envelopes  and  at  the  same  time  distribute  the 
quarterlies  and  envelopes  for  the  succeeding  quarter. 

In  each  ease  the  classification  must  be  suited  to  the  conditions  of  the 
community.  If  the  community  is  large  and  populous  there  will 
necessarily  be  the  more  districts  or  at  least  classes  in  a  district.  In 
come  districts  there  may  be  but  one  class,  in  others  more  than  one. 
In  some  classes  there  may  be  but  one  person,  thus  constituting  an 
individual  class ;  in  others  the  members  of  a  family,  thus  constituting  a 
family  class;  and  in  others  still,  the  individuals  in  a  neighborhood, 
thus  constituting  a  neighborhood  class.  There  may  or  may  not  be 
teachers  for  each  of  these  classes  just  as  the  visitors  of  the  districts  and 
the  superintendent  of  the  department  may  deem  best. 

The  privileges  of  the  members  of  the  Home  Department  classes,  are 
identical  with  those  of  the  members  in  regular  and  constant  attendance 
Dpon  the  Sabbath  School  proper ;  and  the  teachers  and  visitors  of  these 
classes  sustain  exactly  the  same  relation  to  the  Sabbath  School  that  the 
teachers  of  the  classes  in  the  Sabbath  School  proper  do. 

The  advantages  of  this  department  of  Sabbath  School  work  are 
manifold : 

1.  It  links  by  its  system  of  association  and  visitation  the  members 
of  the  Home  Class  Department  with  those  of  the  Sabbath  School  proper 
in  the  blessed  and  glorious  work  of  studying  the  divine  word. 

2.  It  enlists  all  the  members  and  all  the  families  of  a  congregation, 
if  not  indeed  of  a  community,  in  the  study  of  the  International  Sabbath 
School  Lessons. 

3.  It  increases  the  membership  of  the  Sabbath  School  proper,  by 
treating  an  interest  in  the  study  of  the  International  Lessons,  an  inter- 
est that  will  eventually  bring  the  students  into  the  School. 

4.  It  secures  the  co-operation  of  many  parents  in  preparing  their 
children  for  the  work  of  the  Sabbath  School  proper. 

5.  It  brings  earnest  Christian  workers  into  personal  contact  with 
taany  who  are  now  neglecting  the  word  of  God  and  the  salvation  it 
offers  through  Jesus  Christ. 

6.  It  affords  many  aged  and  infirm  saints  who  are  shut  in  from 
church  and  Sabbath  School,  the  unspeakable  joy  of  Christian  fellowship 
and  associated  atudy  of  God's  word. 

7.  It  adds  greatly  to  the  finances  of  the  Sabbath  School  and,  if 
properly  managed,  especially  to  its  missionary  offerings. 

8.  It  is  a  most  effective  means  of  carrying  the  gospel  of  Christ  to 
the  unchurched  masses. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  this  Department  be  introduced  at  once 
into  all  our  Sabbath  Schools. 

We  also  recommend  further : 

1.  That  all  lesson  helps  be  discarded  from  the  class  in  teaching  aad 
that  Bibles  be  used  in  their  stead. 
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2.  That  the  use  of  blackboards,  charts  and  maps,  be  encouraged  in 
teaching. 

3.  That  teachers'  associations  for  the  discussion  of  Sabbath  School 
work  in  general  and  the  interests  of  the  school  in  particular  be  formed 
in  every  Sabbath  School  where  not  already  existing. 

4.  That  wherever  at  all  practicable  a  teacher's  meeting  be  held  for 
the  weekly  study  of  the  Sabbath  School  lessons. 

5.  That  the  officers  and  teachers  of  our  Sabbath  Schools  in  purchasiDg 
books  for  their  scholars,  purchase,  so  far  as  practicable,  those  which 
bear  upon  the  history  of  our  own  church. 

6.  That  the  running  expenses  of  the  Sabbath  School  be  paid  out  of 
the  congregational  treasury,  and  that  all  monies  given  in  the  Sabbath 
School  be  devoted  to  charitable  and  benevolent  objects. 

7.  That  Sabbath  School  officers  and  teachers  make  a  special  study 
of  the  supplemental  graded  system  this  coming  year  with  a  view  to  in- 
troducing it  into  our  Sabbath  Schools. 

Signed,     J.  S.  Martin,  1 

D.  McAllister, 

T.  H.  Acheson,  y  Committee. 

Thomas  MacClemknt,  1 
S.  S.  Armstrong,  J 

The  Committee  on  Missions  reported.  The  report  was  taken  op 
item  by  item  for  adoption.  Items  1  to  10  inclusive  were  adopted  as 
reported,  except  item  4,  which  was  amended  and  adopted.  The  re- 
port was  recommitted  for  additional  items. 

The  report  of  the  Mission  Conference  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Missions. 

The  morning  session  was  closed  with  prayer  by  elder  W.  A. 
Hervey,  to  meet  at  2  o'clock. 


AFTERNOON   SESSION. 

The  afternoon  session  was  opened  with  prayer  by  E.  G.  Elsey. 

Twenty  minutes  were  spent  in  devotional  exercise6. 

The  Committee  on  the  Propositions  of  the  Trustees  of  Amity  Col- 
lege and  of  Citizens  of  Clarinda,  Iowa,  reported.  Pending  the  consid- 
eration of  the  report,  J.  M.  Littlejohn,  president  of  Amity  College, 
was  heard  on  behalf  of  the  trustees  of  Amity  College,  urging  the 
acceptance  of  their  offer  of  the  college  to  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church.     The  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Besolved,  That  Synod  has  heard  with  much  interest  the  presentation 
of  the  claims  of  Amity  College  as  made  by  its  president,  Rev.  J.  M. 
Littlejohn,  and  that  we  assure  President  Littlejohn  that  the  matter  will 
receive  careful  consideration  in  connection  with  the  report  of  » 
committee  appointed  to  present  the  matter  at  our  meeting  next  year. 

Mr.  V.  Graff,  of  Clarinda,  Iowa,  was  also  heard,  urging  an  offer  of 
the  citizens  of  his  place  of  groun  Js  and  money  for  the  erection  and 
establishing  of  a  college  in  that  place.     It  was 
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Resolved^  That  Synod  has  heard  with  pleasure  Mr.  V.  Graff  in  urging 
.he  claims  of  Clarinda,  Iowa,  as  a  suitable  place  for  establishing  a 
college  under  the  control  of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  that  its  committee  to  be  appointed,  is  authorized  to  receive 
he  definite  propositions  of  the  citizens  of  Clarinda,  to  give  them  care- 
'ul  consideration  and  to  report  to  Synod  next  year. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  to  which  were  referred  the  propositions  from  the 
rustees  of  Amity  College,  College  Springs,  Iowa,  and  from  Clarinda, 
'age  County,  Iowa,  would  respectfully  report  that  after  such  investi- 
gation as  we  could  make  here,  it  was  resolved  to  report  that  a  committee 
ye  appointed,  consisting  of  C.  D.  Trumbull,  D.  H.  Coulter,  David  Boyd, 
Conn  H  Walkinshaw,  D.  G.  McKee  and  J.  S.  Bell,  to  visit  the  grounds, 
tscertain  all  the  facts  concerning  the  propositions,  and  report  to  next 
neeting  of  Synod.  D.  S.  Faris, 

J.  M.  Foster, 
J.  A.  Black, 
W.  W.  Carithers, 

The  order  of  the  day,  the  hearing  of  the  complaint  of  R.  A.  Bole 
md  R.  M.  Downie  against  an  action  of  Pittsburgh  Presbytery,  was 
aken  up.  The  papers  were  read  in  regular  order.  Each  side  was 
1 1  lowed  thirty  minutes  for  the  presentation  of  the  case  and  ten  minutes 
n  rejoinder.  R.  C.  Wyiie  and  A.  Kilpatrick  were  heard  on  behalf 
>f  the  complainants,  and  D.  B.  Willson  and  G.  Kennedy  in  defence 
)f  the  presbytery.  A.  Kilpatrick  and  R.  C.  Wylie  spoke  in  rejoinder, 
md  D.  B.  Willson  and  G.  Kennedy  replied.  The  parties  were  inter- 
rogated, and  removed.  Synod  was  led  in  prayer  by  four  of  the 
nembers. 

The  hour  for  adjournment  having  arrived,  the  time  was  exteuded 
hat  a  vote  might  be  taken  on  the  case. 

It  was  moved  that  the  complaint  be  not  sustained.  The  following 
imendment  was  offered  : 

That  the  complaint  be  not  sustained,  except  so  far  as  relates  to 
rreguiarities  in  connection  with  the  ordination  and  installation  services, 
rhich  part  of  the  complaint  be  sustained. 

The  vote  was  taken  without  debate.  The  yeas  and  noes  were  called 
or.     The  vote  was  as  follows  : 

Ayes— T.  J.  Allen,  W.  C.  Allen,  Arthur,  Bell,  Black,  D.  Boyd,  R.  B. 
Gannon,  Caskey,  Carlisle,  Cavan,  E.  M.  Coleman,  Conner,  Dill,  W. 
Dougherty,  Easson,  Edgar,  Elsey,  French,  Fulton,  H.  H.  George, 
Glasgow,  Hervey,  Huston,  Leslie,  D.  C.  Martin,  J.  S.  Martin,  McAllister, 
kfcCartney,  McClurkin,  R.  J.  McCracken,  Montgomery,  Orr,  Jas. 
'atton,  Thos.  Patton,  Patterson,  J.  G.  Reed,  R.  C.  Reed,  Rusk,  Sharp, 
Smith,  Sommerville,  Sproull,  J.  K.  W.  Stevenson,  S.  M.  Stevenson,  T. 
\  Stevenson,  Trumbull,  J.  M.  Wylie,  J.  Renwick  Wylie,  Oliver  Wylie, 
\  H.  Wylie,  W.  M.  Wylie  and  Young— 52. 

Noes — J.  S.  Cannon,  P.  P.  Boyd,  Carithers,  Clyde,  W.  J.  Coleman, 
Jrozier,   Curry,   Dewey,  A.   Dodds,  J.   Dodds,  J.  B.  Dodds,  J.  W. 
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Dougherty,  D.  C.  Faris,  D.  S.  Faris,  (Sparta,)  D.  S.  Faris,  (Winchester,) 
Isaiah  Faris,  J.  C.  K.  Faris,  Forsythe,  J.  M.  Foster,  F.  M.  Foster, 
Gault,  R.  J.  Georgje,  Hunter,  H.  M.  Johnson,  N.  R.  Johnston,  W.  P. 
Johnston,  Latimer,  J.  M.  Littlejohn,  Manners,  Mathews,  £.  McBurney, 
G.  R.  McBurney,  J.  McCracken,  McCrory,  McDonald,  McFall, 
McFarland,  McFeeters,  McKnight,  J.  F.  Mitchell,  John  Mitchell, 
Morton,  Nesbit,  A.  I.  Robb,  G.  M.  Robb,  T.  P.  Robb,  Scott,  Steele, 
Sterrett,  J.  S.  Thompson,  Torrens,  Wallace,  Walker,  J.  Ralston  Wylie 
and  Thos.  Wylie— 55. 

Absent — Acheson,  Walkinshaw — 2. 

Not  Voting— Aikin,  Coulter,  S.  R.  Faris,  H.  G.  Foster,  Pearce, 
E.  F.  Thompson,  J.  A.  Thompson,  and  the  parties  Downie,  Kilpatrrck, 
R.  C.  Wylie,  Kennedy  and  Willson— 1 2. 

The  amendment  being  lost,  the  vote  was  taken  on  the  several  items 
of  the  complaint  separately.     The  complaint  was  not  sustained. 

J.  G.  Smith  entered  dissent  on  his  own  behalf  aud  on  behalf  of  all 
who  may  join  with  him. 

Synod  adjourned  with  prayer  by  J.  C.  Smith,  to  meet  to-morrow 
morning  at  9  o'clock. 

WEDNESDAY'S   PROCEEDINGS.— June  12. 

MORNING  SESSION. 

Synod  met  at  9  a.  m.,  and  was  constituted  with  prayer  by  W.  P- 
Johnston. 

The  roll  was  called  :  J.  A.  Black,  J.  B.  Dodds,  J.  C.  K.  Faris, 
S.  R.  Faris,  and  J.  Ralston  Wylie  were  absent. 

Twenty  minutes  were  spent  in  devotional  exercises  and  special 
prayer  was  offered  for  guidance  in  the  choice  of  a  missionary  to  China- 

The  minutes  of  yesterday's  proceedings  were  read,  ameuded  and 
adopted. 

Isaiah  Faris  and  D.  C.  Martin  entered  their  dissent  against  an  ac- 
tion of  the  court  in  striking  from  the  record  a  part  of  yesterday's 
proceedings,  and  gave  reasons. 

The  courtesies  of  the  floor  were  extended  to  Rev.  J.  H.  Stewart, of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  Redlands,  California. 

Synod  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  election  of  a  mission- 
ary to  China.  It  was  agreed  that  the  vote  be  by  ballot.  Elders  J. 
W.  Cavan  and  J.  B.  Dodds  and  J.  C.  B.  French  and  R.  C.  Reed  were 
chosen  tellers.  While  the  tellers  were  counting  the  ballots,  Synod 
proceeded  with  business. 

A  letter  from  Rev.  G.  D.  Mathews,  secretary  of  the  Alliance  of 
Reformed  Churches,  expressing  regret  at  his  inability  to  be  with  us  at 
this  time,  was  read.  D.  B.  Willson  was  appointed  to  reply  to  this 
letter. 

J.  W.  Sproull  offered  a  resolution,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Missions. 

A  letter  from  the  Synod  of  Ireland  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreigu  Correspondence. 
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The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  reported  letters  to  Ire- 
and  and  Scotland,  which  were  read  and  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be 
igned  by  the  moderator  and  clerk  of  Synod.     They  are  as  follows : 

Letter  to  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Synod  in  Ireland. 

Denver,  Colorado,  June  lOtb,  1895. 
To  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Pi  esbyterian  Church  in  Ireland  : 

Dear  Brethren  : — "Ye  shall  receive  power  after  the  Holy  Ghost  is  come 
ipon  you  and  ye  shall  be  witnesses  unto"  our  Saviour  and  King.  Evidence  is 
lot  wanting  that  this  Spirit  is  with  us,  and  our  prayer  is  that  he  may  be  with 
you,  a  fire  in  your  hearts,  a  seal  upon  your  characters,  and  a  quickening  energy 
in  your  ministry. 

It  affords  us  great  pleasure  to  give  you  a  few  items  of  the  work  in  which  we 

are  engaged,  and  in  which,  we  are  very  sure,  you  continue  to  take  the  deepest 

interest.    Only  a  sentence  is  needed  to  indicate  the  growth  and  geographical 

extent  of  our  church.    The  congregation  whose  hospitality  we  enjoy  this  year 

is  located  in  Denver,  the  beautiful  capital  of  Colorado,  at  the  foot  of  the  Rocky 

Mountains,    and    about    2,000    miles    from    the    Atlantic  seaboard.      It  was 

organized  in   1890,   through   the  active  agency  of  our  present  moderator,  J. 

Miiligao  Wylie,  and  is  one  of  many  organizations  that  are  doing  effective  work 

in  this  western  world.     We  can  do  little  more  than  name  the  Home  Missions 

that  are  being  carried  forward  under  our  supervision.    The  mission  to  Preed- 

men  in  the  South  is  in  a  very  gratifying  condition,  reporting  seventy-three  in 

tbe  membership  of  the  church  and  many  pupils  under  careful  instruction. 

Work  is  still  successfully  carried  on  among  the  Chinese  in  Oakland  and  vicinity 

on  the  Pacific  coast.     The  Cache  Creek  Mission  in  Oklahoma  Territory,  founded 

only  a  few  years  ago,  observed  the  Lord's  Supper  in  May,  when  nineteen  were 

received  into  the  fellowship  of  the  church,  the  first  fruits  of  labor  among  the 

Indians.    The  work  begun  among  the  Jews  last  year  and  conducted  under  the 

oversight  of  the  sessions  of  2d  Philadelphia  and  Cincinnati,  promises  under  the 

blessing  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  surpass  the  expectations  of  its  friends. 

Tbe  work  of  National  Reform  has  been  prosecuted  during  the  year  with 

energy  and  not  without  satisfactory  evidence  of  success.    Conventions  have  been 

held  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  at  which  were  discussed  the  living 

questions  of  the  day,  such  as  Sabbath  observance,  marriage  and  divorce,  and  the 

great  doctrine  of  civil  sovereignty  in  some  of  its  manifold  aspects.    At  these 

meetings  leading  ministers  and  laymen  of  other  Christian  denominations  always 

took  an  active  part,  throwing  the  whole  weight  of  their  influence  on  the  side  ot 

social  and  political  reform.     Many  have  been  led  to  look  at  reform  measures 

from  the  standpoint  of  Christ's  mediatorial  headship  and  to  unite  with  us  in 

seeking  a  formal  recognition  of  His  authority  and  law  in  the  National  Charter 

of  these  United  States.    At  the  last  meeting  of  Synod  an  advance  step  was  taken 

in  this  work.     A  lecturer  was  appointed  to  present  the  central  truth  of  our 

Testimony  in  its  practical  application,  or,  as  he  expressed   it  in  his  address, 

11  Loyalty  to  Christ  in  the  realm  of  citizenship, "  insisting  on  political  dissent 

as  an  important  factor  in  securing  that  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  for  which 

io  many  pray  and  labor.     Dr.  McFarland,  though  the  bearer  of  a  message  not 

»ery  popular  in  some  quarters,  has  met  with  a  friendly  reception  wherever  he  has 

ipoken  outside  of  our  own  churches.    Even  those  who  are  not  ready  to  endorse 

his  views  seem  to  appreciate  loyalty  in  the  advocacy  of  our  distinctive  position, 

and  are  ready  not  only  to  hear  but  consider  his  message. 

The  work  of  our  brethren  in  Syria  and  Asia  Minor,  you  are  familiar  with, 
owing  to  their  close  relation  to  your  own  missionary  in  Antioch.  We  congratu- 
late you  on  the  success  that  has  attended  your  operation  in  that  promising  field, 
and  express  the  hope  that  your  devoted  missionaries,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Martins  may 
vet  see  larger  fruit  of  labor. 

Our  Theological  Seminary  and  Geneva  College  are  well  attended.  Tbe  former 
bad  five  more  students  than  were  in  attendance  last  year,  and  the  latter,  at  its 
recent  commencement,  gave  to  the  world  a  graduating  class  of  twenty-three, 
many  of  whom  intend  to  devote  themselves  to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  and  have 
tlready  proved  themselves  possessed  of  a  missionary  spirit  and  thoroughly 
levoted  to  the  work  of  evangelism. 
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During  the  past  year  death  has  been  busy  in  our  ministerial  ranks.  Three  of 
our  number  have  passed  away  since  the  last  meeting  of  Synod  :  W.  W.  Mc- 
Millan, a  devout  man  and  greatly  beloved  during  a  ministry  of  thirty-six  yean ; 
D.  O.  Thompson,  an  earnest,  attractive  and  successful  preacher,  in  the  prime  of 
life  ;  and  J.  K.  Heed,  a  young  man  of  great  promise,  who  had  beeu  only  a  little 
over  two  years  in  a  pastoral  charge.  These  bereavements  prepare  us  to  sympa- 
thize with  you  in  the  removal  of  Josiah  Chancellor,  D.  D.,  news  of  whose  death 
has  reached  us  indirectly.  Dr.  Chancellor  was  well  known  on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  as  an  eloquent  and  devoted  preacher  and  a  most  lovable  mau,  whose 
place  in  the  pulpit  and  in  the  professor's  chair  it  will  not  be  easy  to  fill.  Our  re- 
joicing is,  that  though  laborers  die,  the  Lord  lives  and  reigns,  and  there  can  be 
no  peimanent  interruption  to  the  work. 

Commending  you  to  God  and  the  word  of  his  grace,  which  is  able  to  build 
you  up,  and  with  earnest  prayer  that  you  may  be  filled  with  the  Spirit  and  thus 
qualified  lor  the  service  to  which  you  are  called. 

We  subscribe  ourselves,  yours  in  convenant  bonds, 

R.  M.  SOMMEKVILLB, ") 

S.  R.  McCluhkin,       I      Oflhe 
Thos.  McFall,  "  CommtUu. 

R.  J.  McCltACKEN,        J 

P.  S. — Your  friendly  letter  ol  31st  ult.,  received  a  few  hours  previous  to  ad- 
journment, was  read  with  peculiar  inteiest.  We  thank  the  Redeemer  and  Head 
of  the  church  for  what  he  has  honored  you  to  accomplish  in  his  service. 

K.  M.  S. 
Signed  by  order  of  Synod,  J.  Milligan  Wylie,  Moderator. 

C.  D.  Trumbull,  Clerk. 

Letter  to  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Synod  in  Scotland. 

Denver,  Colorado,  June  12th,  1895. 
To  ike  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  in  Scotland  : 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren  : — We  are  holding  our  meeting  of  Synod 
this  year  about  2,000  miles  west  of  the  Atlantic  coast,  in  Denver,  Colorado,  the 
most  distant  point  west  that  the  Synod  has  ever  been  held.  This  is  an  indication 
of  the  extension  of  our  church.  An  increasing  interest  has  been  taken  in  past 
years  in  our  Home  Missions.  It  is  hoped  that  this  meeting  in  the  far  west  will 
awaken  a  still  deeper  interest  in  this  work. 

Encouraging  reports  come  to  us  from  the  different  departments  of  the  church's 
work,  notwithstanding  the  stringency  of  the  times  and  other  difficulties  with 
which  we  have  had  to  contend.  Many  difficulties  have  l>een  experienced io 
carrying  on  our  work  in  the  foreign  field,  because  of  the  attitude  of  the  Turkish 
Government  toward  it,  but  yet  there  are  many  reasons  for  gratitude.  There  ha* 
b»  en  an  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  in  the  schools  over  last  year.  Evan- 
gelistic work  is  being  done  in  some  ol  the  villages  even  where  the  schools  bate 
been  closed. 

The  new  enterprises  entered  upon  by  the  church  last  year,  the  work  among 
the  Jews  in  the  cities  of  Philadelphia  and  Cincinnati,  and  the  employment  of  A. 
J.  McFarland  to  give  his  whole  time  to  Testimony  Bearing,  have  both  met  with 
a  success  beyond  that  which  was  anticipated.  Brother  McFarland  has  found  an 
open  door  wherever  he  has  gone,  and  people  have  shown  a  willingness  to  give 
him  a  respectful  hearing.  The  Southern  Mission  is  reported  as  being  never  in 
a  more  flourishing  condition,  while  the  work  among  the  Indians  is  being  very 
successful  and  enlarged.  They  observed  their  first  commuuioua  short  Unit  ago, 
at  which  eighteen  sat  down  at  the  Lord's  table. 

During  the  past  year  there  was  an  increased  number  of  students  in  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary.  Not  only  have  they  been  faithful  in  their  attendance  upon  their 
studies,  but  they  have  also  manifested  a  spiritual  interest,  and  have  been  en- 

giged  in  mission  work  under  the  direction  of  the  churches  iu  the  vicinity, 
eneva  College  reports  an  enrollment  of  ^37  students,  of  whom  148  are  in  tue 
collegiate  course.  There  were  twenty-three  graduates  at  the  last  commencement. 
A  goodly  number  of  the  students  are  looking  forward  to  the  work  ol  the 
ministry. 
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at  the  church's  interest  is  not  in  any  way  abating  in  the  work  of  National 
rm,  is  seen  in  the  fact  that  several  interesting  conventions  have  been  held 
ig  the  past  year. 

iffords  us  very  great  pleasure  to  know  that  a  Convention  of  the  Reformed 
>yterian  Churches  of  the  World  is  to  be  held  in  your  country  in  1896,  in 
h  the  questions  which  agitate  the  churches  and  nations  are  to  be 
seed.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  convention  will  greatly  aid  the 
on  and  work  of  the  church,  and  will  increase  the  interest  and  loyalty 
ighout  the  whole  body  of  Reformed  Presbyterians,  and  that  it  will  give 
iuence  to  the  Covenanted  Reformation  which  has  conferred  inestimable 
its  on  the  world.  Our  prayer  is  that  it  may  be  blessed  to  the  spirituality 
a  church,  that  it  may  be  a  nttiug  memorial  to  the  heroes  of  Covenanting 
i,  that  houor  may  be  put  on  Christ  as  the  Saviour  of  men  and  as  the  Prince 
b  kings  of  the  earth.         Yours  in  Christ's  work, 

S.  R.  McClukkin,       I 
R.  M.  Sommkrville,   I       Of  the 
Thos  McFall,  J   Committee. 

R.  J.  McCrackkn,      J 
;ned  by  order  of  Synod,  J.  Milligan  Wylik,  Moderator. 

C.  D.  Trumbull,  Clerk. 

Letter  from  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  of  Ireland. 

se  Reformed  Presbyterian  Synod  in  the  United  States,  N.  A. 

:ar  Brethren  : — To  you  the  members  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Cove- 
og  Church  of  North  America,  the  sister  Synod  of  Ireland,  seudeth  greet- 

"  Grace  be  to  you  and  peace  from  God  the  Father  and  from  our  Lord 
i  Christ ." 

at  you  may  know  somewhat  of  our  affairs,  that  you  may  joy  with  us  in  our 
and  sympathise  with  us  in  our  adversities  we  write  unto  you  : 
t  meet  this  year  in  Bally  money,  and  feel  that  we  stand  upon  historic  ground, 
igh  David  Houston  and  his  "five  hundred  resolute  fellows,"  who  were  once 
esore  to  a  northern  bishop  have  passed  away,  we  rejoice  to  rind  a  worthy 
ration  of  men  no  less  determined  than  their  forefathers  to  maintain  a 
lanted  position. 

maintain  our  position  of  political  dissent  involves  on  our  part  no  little  self 
ice.  The  price  we  pay  for  this  truth  is  very  high.  To  buy  it  we  forfeit  the 
r,  love  and  friendship  of  many  Christian  men.  But  though  we  forfeit  these 
tain  the  testimony  of  a  good  conscience  towards  God,  and  have  unfeigned 
that  our  own  and  our  fathers'  ideal — a  covenanted  land  ruled  by  a  cove- 
id  King — is  still  capable  of  realization. 

i  have  sad  uews  to  write  now  :  Dr.  Chancellor,  one  of  our  Theological  Pro- 
's, is  no  more.    Truly  a  great  man,  a  prince  in  Ireland  has  fallen.    His 

is  a  distinct  loss  deeply  felt  by  the  Covenanting  Church  in  these  islands, 
lay  not  soon  look  upon  his  like  again.    Another  talented  and  distinguished 
jer  of  our  Synod  lifts  his  voice  no  longer  in  our  midst.    In  the  midtime  of 
tys  Dr.  Isaac  Thompsou  has  been  called  away.    As  we  bow  our  heads  very 
i  humble  submission  we  hear  a  warning  voice  saying  unfalteringly  "work 
it  is  called  to-day,  the  night  cometh  wherein  no  man  can  work." 
L  though  men  come  and  go  our  work  goes  on.    Mr.  Samuel  Kennedy,  A.  B. 
lr.  Hugh  Kennedy  Mack,  A.  B.  have  been  ordained  to  take  part  with  us  in 
ork  of  the  ministry.    We  rejoice  at  their  adveut  to  our  midst  and  are 
{  to  think  of  them  as  faithful  men  who  are  able  to  teach  others  also, 
i  are  always  anxious  to  provide  spiritual  bread  for  those  of  our  own  house, 
e  have  made  an  attempt  to  carry  to  hungering  souls  in  the  regions  beyond 
it  bread  of  which  if  a  man  eat  he  shall  never  hunger.    Our  Irish  Colporteur 
lade  one  of  our  congregations  which  is  in  an  outpost  his  basis  of  opera- 

and    is    hopefully    endeavoring  to  enlighten  by  the  lamp  ot  life  the 
hted  Roman  Catholics. 

the  Foreign  field  we  find  many  tokens  of  the  divine  favor.  Our  highly 
ed  missionary  Rev.  Dr.  Martin  who  was  with  us  last  year  and  who  bore 
larks  of  the  Lcrd  Jesus,  is  once  more  in  the  field  and  though  somewhat 
bled  in  body  is  stronger  than  ever  in  soul  wrestling  with  spiritual  ^V^wA- 
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D688  in  high  places.  In  the  Australian  field  our  brother  A.  M.  Moore,  still 
labors  alone,  for  though  we  are  anxious  to  send  him  help,  the  requirements  of  tbe 
Home  Field  are  such  and  the  scarcity  of  ministers  is  so  great  that  we  are  power- 
less to  move  in  this  important  matter. 

At  home  the  struggle  goes  on  ;  we  try  to  keep  our  eyes  ever  more  upon  tbe 
Captain.  The  forces  which  are  arrayed  against  us  are  strong.  The  foundations 
are  being  destroyed,  an  undermining  and  false  liberalism  is  at  work  in  many 
churches  and  indifference  to  the  word  and  authority  of  Jesus  Christ  is  enthroned 
as  charity.  Our  politics  are  becoming  more  and  more  secularized  and  from  out 
the  confusion  of  sounds  around  us  we  hear  no  distinct  word  spoken  of  bringing 
the  King  back*  Do  not  however  think  that  we  are  hopeless,  we  believe  there  is 
a  time  coming,  though  we  may  not  live  to  see  it,  when  the  truth  for  the  main- 
tenance of  which  we  have  been  honored  to  live  and  suffer  will  meet  with  a  more 
cordial  reception.  In  the  meantime,  if  we  realize  fully  our  position  as  men  of 
God  the  word  of  the  Son  in  our  mouth  will  be  truth. 

We  pray  that  your  coming  Synod  may  be  a  peaceable  and  happy  one,  that 
your  every  act  may  add  glory  to  him  who  has  ou  his  head  many  crowns,  that 
tbe  Spirit  may  descend  from  on  high  and  fill  the  heart  of  every  one  who  may  be 
spared  to  take  an  active  pait  in  the  great  Covenanting  Convention  which  is  to 
be  held  in  the  land  which  drank  the  blood  of  our  martyred  forefathers,  that  jour 
sons  may  be  as  plants  grown  up  in  their  youth,  that  your  daughters  may  be  as 
cornerstones  polished  after  the  similitude  of  a  palace,  that  your  garners  maybe  fall 
affording  all  manner  of  store,  that  your  sheep  may  bring  forth  thousand  and  ten 
thousands  in  your  streets,  that  your  oxen  may  be  strong  to  labor,  that  there  be  no 
breaking  in  nor  going  out ;  that  the  God  of  peace  who  brought  again  from  the 
dead  our  Lord  Jesus,  that  Great  Shepherd  of  tbe  sheep  through  the  blood  of  tbe 
everlasting  covenant  may  make  you  perfect  in  every  good  work,  to  do  bis  will, 
working  in  you  that  which  is  well  pleasiug  in  his  sight  through  Jesus  Christ  to 
whom  be  glory  for  ever  and  ever. 

I  am,  dear  brethren,  yours  in  covenant  bonds, 

John  McClelland  Cbomie,  Convr.  of  Com.  Foreign  Cer. 
The  Synod  House,  Ballymoney,  31st  May,  1895. 
This  letter  was  accepted  by  Synod  as  its  letter  to  the  Synod  in  America. 

Saml.  R.  McNeilly,  Moderator. 

J.  D.  Houston,  Clerk  of  Synod. 

The  Committee  on  the  Glasgow  Convention  of  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Churches  for  1896,  reported.  The  report  was  adopted,  and  ia 
as  follows : 

Report  on  the  Glasgow  Convention  of  R.  F.  Churches  for  1896. 

Your  committee  would  report  that  arrangements  for  the  proposed 
convention  have  been  made  on  a  broad  scale  and  witli  considerable 
fullness  of  detail  by  the  committee  of  the  Scottish  Synod,  with  which 
the  committee  of  the  Irish  Synod  has  been  in  cordial  co-operation. 
Three  members  of  your  own  committee  met  with  the  Scotch  brethren 
in  Glasgow  in  June  last,  and  two  of  them  with  the  full  committees  of 
both  the  Scotch  and  Irish  Synods  in  Belfast  last  August,  when  parts  of 
two  days  were  spent  in  completing,  as  far  as  possible,  the  arrangements 
for  the  convention.    The  following  points  have  thus  far  been  determined : 

1.  The  convention  is  to  meet  in  Glasgow  on  Tuesday,  June  30, 1806, 
and  will  continue  its  sessions  until  Thursday,  July  2d.  As  the  Alliance 
of  Presbyterian  and  Reformed  Churches  is  to  meet  in  the  same  city  on 
Wednesday,  June  17th,  delegates  to  the  latter  meeting  will  be  on  hand 
for  the  convention  which  follows  after  tbe  interval  of  a  few  days. 

2.  A  programme  has  been  arranged,  covering  in  good  measure  the 
principles  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  and  their  application 
to  the  leading  questions  of  the  day  in  both  church  and  State.     While 
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it  is  not  certain  that  all  the  speakers  on  the  programme  from  this  side 
the  ocean  will  go,  it  is  hoped  that  the  programme  as  already  printed 
will  in  the  main  be  carried  out. 

3.  On  Saturday,  June  27th,  the  monument  to  John  Howie  will  be 
inaugurated  at  Lochgoin.  In  this  interesting  service  the  members  of 
the  convention  are  expected  to  take  part. 

4.  On  Sabbath,  June  28th,  special  services  will  be  conducted  at 
many  places  of  martyr  interest,  including  Ayrsmoss,  Both  well 
Bridge,  Cambusnethan,  Cross  of  Sanqubar,  Drumclog,  Grey  friars, 
Lanark,  Peden's  Monument,  Ren  wick's  Monument,  Rullion  Green, 
Sterling  and  Wigtown.  Many  of  the  services  will  be  conducted 
by  ministers  from  America. 

5.  On  Friday,  July  3d,  after  the  convention  closes,  there  will  be  an 
excursion  to  Edinburgh,  when  all  the  many  places  of  historic  interest 
in  that  city  will  be  visited. 

The  committee  of  the  Scottish  Synod  was  constituted  an  executive 
committee  with  Dr.  Kerr  chairman,  to  carry  out  the  above  arrange- 
ments and  take  the  complete  charge  of  the  whole  movement.  The 
joint  committees  closed  their  work  by  commending  its  enterprise  "  to 
the  sympathy,  prayers  and  support  of  the  members  and  friends  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  throughout  the  world. " 

Your  committee  would  submit  tor  the  approval  of  Synod  the  follow- 
ing recommendations : 

1.  We  most  cordially  commend  this  convention  to  the  financial  sup- 
port of  the  members  of  our  church.  Its  importance  in  these  critical 
times  both  in  Great  Britain  and  America  cannot  be  over  estimated.  Its 
generous  financial  support  will  greatly  help  to  spread  and  impress  on 
the  public  mind  more  deeply  the  principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty 
for  which  the  martyrs  suffered  and  died.  The  proposed  publication  of 
all  the  proceedings  of  the  convention  in  a  volume  that  would  become 
historic  calls  for  all  the  more  generous  contributions. 

2.  We  urge  as  many  of  our  people  as  can  arrange  to  do  so  to 
attend  this  convention,  which  cannot  fail  to  be  one  of  the  great  occa- 
sions of  their  lives.  If  any  are  contemplating  a  trip  to  Europe,  this 
will  be  the  time  above  all  others  for  carrying  out  that  purpose. 

3.  We  recommend  that  Synod  appoint  a  committee  for  further  con- 
ference with  similar  committees  of  the  Scottish  and  Irish  Synods  in 
reference  to  any  additional  matters  that  may  yet  require  joint  action. 

4.  We  further  recommend  that  all  who  contemplated  attending  the 
convention  should  send  in  their  names  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible  to 
your  committee,  in  order  that  the  best  possible  arrangements  may  be 
made  for  the  ocean  voyage  and  for  excursions  on  the  other  side. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

David  McAllister, 
J.  W.  Sproull, 
H.  H.  George, 
Samuel  McNaugher, 
M.  G.  Euwer, 


Committee. 


The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Signs  of  the  Times  was  again 
submitted  and  accepted  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 
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Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Signs  of  the  Times. 

The  Committee  on  the  Signs  of  the  Times  would  respectfully  report 
the  following 

CAUSES   OF   FASTING. 

I.  Our  failure  to  appreciate  what  God  has  done  for  us.  Recipients 
of  an  amazing  salvation,  we  do  not  yalue  the  wealth  of  its  mercies. 
The  divine  word  we  do  not  esteem  as  more  precious  than  silver  and 
gold.  The  ordinances,  where  sweetest  communion  with  God  ought  to 
be  enjoyed,  are  undervalued.  The  Spirit,  who  enlightens,  sanctifies, 
and  comforts,  is  not  enjoyed  in  all  the  fulness  of  his  help  and  power. 
The  Providence  of  God,  that  gives  opportunity  to  know  and  to  serve 
him,  is  not  used,  always  to  best  purpose.  We  do  not  see,  and  know,  and 
feel  God  in  the  fulness  of  his  love  and  richness  of  his  gracious  favor. 
We  might  well  feel  burdened  and  even  overwhelmed  with  a  sense  of 
the  presence  and  power  of  God. 

II.  The  coldness  and  earthliness  of  the  church  at  large.  In  answer 
to  the  question  from  the  throne,  Seek  ye  my  face  ?  the  reply  is  not 
"  With  my  whole  heart  thy  face  Lord  will  we  seek/'  The  spirit  of 
the  world  has  caught  into  the  church,  till  the  world's  way  of  think- 
ing, the  world's  tastes,  and  plans,  and  policies,  are  found  there.  The 
pursuance  of  the  church's  work  from  the  basis  of  true  consecration  to 
God,  has  been  too  often  shifted  to  human  motives  and  selfish  aims. 
She  studies  too  often  what  will  please  men  rather  than  God,  the  conse- 
quence of  all  which  is,  the  church  and  world  have  come  so  close  to- 
gether that  the  world  does  not  feel  her  power.  For  worldly  attractive- 
ness, useless  money  is  laid  away  in  costly  buildings,  magnificent  organs, 
and  well  paid  choirs,  as  if  forgetful  of  the  fact  that  millions  are  per- 
ishing without  the  word  of  life. 

To  whatever  degree  the  church  has  lost  sight  of  the  heavenly  endow- 
ments, and  spiritual  equipments  for  the  work,  and  substituted  human 
measures,  to  that  degree  she  may  well  be  humbled  and  confess  her 
sin  before  God,  and  listen  to  the  inspired  plea,  "  Come  and  let  us 
return  unto  the  Lord  ;  for  he  hath  torn,  and  he  will  heal  us,  he  hath 
smitten  and  he  will  bind  us  up." 

III.  The  church  may  well  lament  the  wall  of  separation  that  shuts 
unbelievers  out  from  the  influences  of  the  gospel.  They  will  not  come 
to  Christ  that  they  may  be  saved.  Soul  depravity  bars  the  door. 
The  many  allurements  of  sin,  Satan's  schemes  for  pleasure  and  dissi- 
pation, the  flash  of  the  ball-room,  the  theatre,  and  the  saloon,  all  have 
their  enticements.  Corrupt  association-haunts,  numberless  clubs,  and 
societies,  vile  channel  ways  of  business,  political  bribery  and  trickery, 
all  these,  and  a  thousand  others,  have  bound,  as  with  chains  of  steel, 
the  enemies  of  God  in  their  bondage  of  unbelief.  The  church  is 
mourning,  and  yet  not  half  enough,  her  inability  to  reach  the  sinner, 
and  bring  the  masses  under  gospel  power.  As  in  the  Saviour's  day  the 
gate  is  wide,  and  the  way  is  broad,  that  leadeth  to  destruction,  and 
many  there  be  that  go  in  thereat. 

IV.  We  continue  our  sorrow  and  humiliation  over  the  nation's  re- 
bellion against  the  Lord  and  his  Christ.  Although  oftimes  warned  of 
its  sin  and  danger,  it  still  defiantly  says,  u  We  will  not  have  this  man 
to  rule  over  us."  It  still  by  constitutional  omission  refuses  to  own 
Christ  and  his  blessed  law.  By  statute  law,  it  still  dishonors  and 
tramples  under  foot  the  holy  Sabbath.     It  is  an  actual  partner  in  the 
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Itior  business,  and  guilty  of  the  blood  of  a  hundred  thousand  mur- 
tred  bodies  annually,  and  as  many,  worse  than  murdered  souls,  by  the 
\uar  license.  It  is  cruelly  wrecking  families  by  unhallowed  divorce 
ws.  It  winks  at  prostitution,  refuses  to  prosecute  bribery,  and  is,  at 
ast,  indirectly  responsible  for  all  the  immoralities  that  are  preying 
>on  society  in  that  it  does  not  reach  out  and  provide  against  them. 
The  wicked  walk  on  every  side,  when  the  vilest  men  are  exalted." 
V.  We  may  be  truly  humbled,  that  in  the  widespread  and  oon- 
Qued  financial  distress,  the  drouth  of  last  summer  that  caused  not  a 
,tie  actual  suffering  in  many  places,  the  most  burdensome,  confused 
id  useless  congressional  session  of  last  year,  and  many  other  events 
at  indicate  that  God  has  a  controversy  with  the  land,  yet  there  is  no 
sible  sign  of  repentance,  no  evidence  that  God's  hand  is  seen  in  the 
dgments,  and  no  disposition  to  return  and  seek  the  Lord. 
For  these  and  other  reasons  Synod  appoints  Thurada}'  of  the  week 
f  prayer  to  be  observed  as  a  day  of  humiliation  and  prayer  to  be 
bserved  by  the  people  under  its  care. 

CAUSES  OF  THANKSGIVING. 

I.  That  there  are  as  many  hearts  and  lives  as  there  are,  full  of  the 
)ve  and  grace  of  God,  full  of  the  Spirit's  power  for  service,  full  of 
indling  zeal  for  the  salvation  of  men.  There  are  great  and  good  men, 
nd  women  too,  many  of  them  intensely  in  earnest  to  press  souls  into 
he  kingdom.  In  many  places  revival  services  are  held,  weeks  of 
rrestling  prayer,  every  day  noon-hour  prayermeetings,  and  very  much 
f  anxious,  earnest  work  is  done  to  persuade  sinners  to  be  reconciled, 
nd  not  a  few  are  reported  from  time  to  time  as  having  given  their 
earts  to  Christ.  In  every  such  soul  redeemed  the  church  should 
reatly  rejoice. 

II.  That  so  much  evangelistic  and  missionary  work  is  being  done  in 
oth  home  and  foreign  fields.  Business  men  and  men  of  profession 
iving  been  caught  by  the  spirit  of  evangelism  that  is  abroad,  have 
ait  their  worldly  avocation  and  gone  to  persuading  men  to  embrace 
le  gospel.  Volunteer  missionary  bands  are  growing  stronger,  already 
lousands  subscribing  their  names  as  enlistments  for  the  work  of 
Trying  the  gospel  to  the  heathen.      Many  encouraging  reports  come 

from  various  fields  to  cheer  the  heart,  much  money  is  consecrated  to 
e  good  work  of  spreading  the  gospel,  and  while  we  may  not  see  how, 

is  gladdening  to  believe  that  in  the  war  between  Japan  and  China, 
id  even  in  the  cruel  tyranny  of  the  Turkish  government,  and  yet 
eater  cruelty  of  the  massacre  of  Armenians  by  the  brutal  Kurds,  the 
;hteou8  Lord  by  terrible  things  is  opening  the  way  to  a  wider  exten- 
3n  of  the  gospel  kingdom.  The  wrath  of  man  shall  be  made  to 
aifte  him. 

III.  There  is  growth  in  reform  work.  The  million  signed  petition 
*  the  women,  against  intemperance,  presented  to  the  president  and 
>  Congress,  shows  the  growing  combination  against  this  evil.  This 
as  a  stroke  at  the  viper's  head — the  legal  source  of  the  evil.  The 
exow  committee  of  investigation  in  New  York  has  unmasked  the 
epths  of  corruption  thai  have  long  been  seething  in  municipalities, 
nd  has  started  the  process  of  bringing  official  criminals  to  justice.  It 
)  to  be  hoped  that  the  inspiration  of  some  such  a  movement  will  catch 
Qto  other  cities  until  at  least  city  governments  may  come  voto  a.  \raret 
atmosphere. 
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The  growing  interest  in  the  Young  People's  Society  of  Christian 
Endeavor  in  the  cause  of  good  citizenship  is  cheering,  especially  the 
sounding  of  the  key  note  by  John  G.  Wooiley  that  good  citizenship 
means  Christian  citizenship.  This  was  like  the  peal  of  a  gospel  trum- 
pet all  along  the  line.  Many  leading  men  are  coming  to  see  and  say 
boldly  that  there  is  no  help  for  this  nation  till  it  be  planted  upon  a 
Christian  basis.  There  is  a  widely  growing  feeling  that  the  old  politi- 
cal parties  are  rotten  to  the  core,  that  they  have  served  their  time,  and 
ought  to  be  buried  out  of  sight.  Thinking  men  know  that  politics  can- 
not be  purified  short  of  a  Christian  platform,  threaded  all  through 
with  Christian  principles,  and  Christian  men  chosen  to  administer  it 
The  day  never  was  before  in  this  country  when,  before  crowded  houses,  the 
process  of  cleaning  away  the  rubbish,  digging  down  to  the  foundations 
and  putting  God,  and  Christ,  and  the  Bible  in  constitutional  recogni- 
tion, were  cheered  to  the  echo  as  it  is  to  day.  Good  men  are  seeing 
more  and  more  clearly  that  that  is  the  only  remedy.  Secularism  in 
government  is  showing  its  weakness  more  every  day  until  soon  onlj 
politicians  will  defend  it,  and  ere  long  a  waiting,  patient  people  will  rise 
up,  and  sweep  the  whole  theory  and  all  who  defend  it  into  the  oblivion 
it  so  justly  deserves.  We  have  great  reason  to  rejoice  at  the  growing 
unrest,  the  dissatisfaction,  and  heart  hatred  of  the  present  condition  of 
politics.  We  hail  it  as  the  sign  of  the  near-at-hand  overthrow  of  the 
existing  political  structure,  and  the  dawn  of  a  better  day  when  a  better 
foundation  can  be  laid.  Never  was  the  day  more  propitious  lor  thrust- 
ing in  the  principles  of  righteous  government  everywhere,  and  for  de- 
manding that  this  nation  u  Kiss  the  Son."  In  all  such  hopeful  signs 
we  should  thank  God  and  take  courage. 

For  these  and  other  reasons,  Synod  appoints day  of  November, 

1895,  to  be  observed  as  a  day  of  thanksgiving  by  the  people  under  its 
care.  H.  H.  George, 

J.  M.  Foster, 

Thomas  Patton, 

T.  E.  Greacen, 

Alexander  Mackie, 

Supplementary  Report  of  the  Oommittee  on  the  Signs  of  the  Times. 

We  rejoice  that  the  nation  recognizes  the  duty  of  thanksgiving,  and 
yearly  makes  a  proclamation  with  reference  to  it ;  and  also  that  many, 
if  not  all  the  States  issue  such  proclamations,  but  we  mourn  the  fact 
that  almost  without  exception,  they  refuse  to  acknowledge  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  as  the  medium  of  access  to  God,  and  thereby  must  offend 
God,  who  can  be  approached  in  no  other  name  than  that  of  his  own  Son. 

We  deplore  the  demoralized  condition  of  the  thanksgiving  service  of 
the  country.  The  clay  is  turned  into  a  holiday  and  is  spent  in  all  man- 
ner of  amusement  and  pleasure.  We  believe  this  to  be  largely  owing  to 
the  deistical  character  of  the  proclamations  and  we  earnestly  recommend 
that  all  our  ministers  bear  testimony  against  this  great  sin,  and  that 
the}'  press  upon  the  people  and  nation,  as  far  as  possible,  the  fact  that 
none  can  approach  to  God  in  fasting,  thanksgiving  or  any  other 
religious  service  unless  it  be  in  and  through  the  merits  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  Respectfully  submitted, 

H.H.Oeomi,     I      0/tu 


►  Committee- 
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The  tellers  reported,  that  no  one  had  received  a  majority  of  the 

:es  cast  for  missionary  to  China. 

Synod  proceeded  to  a  second  ballot.     Pending  the  counting  of  the 

lots,  Synod  proceeded  with  business. 

The  Committee  on  the  Organization  of  a  Presbytery  to  include  the 

ssion  Fields  in  Syria,  Asia  Minor  and  Cyprus,  reported.     The  re- 

*t  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Report  of  Oommittee  on  Organization  of  the  Syrian  Mission. 

The  Committee  on  organization  of  a  Presbytery  in  Syria  and  the 
organization  of  the  Syrian  Commission  respectfully  reports.  Your 
nmit tee  recommends  : 

I.  That  the  Syrian  Commission  be  dissolved  and  a  presbytery  be 
ranized,  to  be  called  the  Syrian  Presbytery. 

I.    That  the  presbytery  shall  include  Syria,  Asia  Minor  and  Cyprus, 
\  shall  consist  of  all  our  ordained  missionaries  in  those  countries  and 
elder  from  each  native  congregation. 

3.  That  in  case  a  ministerial  member  of  the  Board  of  Foreign 
issions  makes  a  visit  to  the  foreign  mission  field  this  summer,  or,  in  case 
ere  be  no  representative  from  America,  Dr.  D.  Metheny,  our  senior 
issionary,  be  appointed  to  constitute  the  presbytery  with  prayer  at 
ch  time  and  in  such  place  as  will  suit  the  convenience  of  the  parties. 

4.  That  the  missionary  organizations  at  present  existing  or  that  may 
reafter  be  formed  shall  make  the  estimates  of  amounts  of  money 
quired  for  carrying  on  the  work  in  their  respective  fields,  attend  to 
e  expenditure  of  all  moneys  received  from  this  country  and  have 
arge  of  the  schools. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  W.  Sproull, 
R.  J.  George, 
J.  R.  Latimer, 
Wm.  Pearce, 
P.  Torrens, 

J.  C.  Smith  extended  an  invitation  to  Synod  to  hold  the  next  an- 
al meeting  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  The  invitation  to  meet  in  Sharon 
)wa)  church  next  year  was  also  taken  up.  Cincinnati  was  chosen 
the  place  of  meeting  next  year. 

The  tellers  reported  as  the  result  of  the  second  ballot  for  a  mission- 
r  to  China,  that  there  was  no  election. 
Synod  resolved, 

That  the  matter  of  the  election  of  a  missionary  to  China,  be  referred 
the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Discipline  was  again  taken  up. 

Item  2  was  amended  and  adopted. 

Item  3,  The  Complaint  of  Members  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 

lurch  in  East  Cambridge,  Mass.,  and  others,  was  taken  up.     The 

n plaint,  with  all  the  accompanying  papers,  was  read. 

Thirty  minutes  were  fixed  as  the  time  for  the  presentation  of  each 

e  of  the  case,  and  ten  minutes  for  rejoinder. 


Committee. 


186 


Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  the 


[July  &  Aug. 


The  hearing  was  suspended  to  receive  the  report  ol  the  Couimitiee 
on  Travelling  Fund.  The  report  was  accepted  and  adopted,  and  is  as 
follows: 

Report  of  Committee  on  Travelling  Fund. 

The  Committee  on  Synod's  Travelling  Fund  would  respectfully  re- 
port as  follows : 


Pa  L8B  YTKHIF.fi. 

Quotas. 

Expense*. 

Deficit. 

• 
Surplus. 

• 
«. 

5 
£ 
Q 

9 

4 

1 

2 

6 

11 

36 

9 

13 

21 

1 

7 

120 

Tax. 

ne  fn»m 
tyaod. 

Dae  to 
8ywi 

New  York... . 
Philadelphia. . 

Rochester 

Ohio 

566  10 

209  40 

46  20 

124  50 

129  60 

190  80 

628  80 

228  60 

248  40 

408  60 

57  60 

59  41 

511  43 

212  20 

62  65 

115  20 

276  84 

476  15 

1,224  49 

318  96 

406  29 

436  46 

77  35 

144  90 

$     2  80 

16  45 

147  24 

285  35 

595  69 

90  36 

157  89 

27  86 

19  75 

85  50 

54  67 
9  30 

63  97 

98  10 

43  60 

10  90 

21  80 

65  40 

119  90 

392  40 

98  10 

141  70 

228  90 

10  90 

76  80 

5  55 

81  80 
165  45 
202  29 

•  •  •  •  ■ 
16  19 

8  85 

9  20 

152  77 
40  80 

3110 

Pittsburgh 

7  74 

N.  B.  &  N.  S.. 

20104 

Total 

• 

$2,898  00 

$4,262  92 

1,428  89 

1,308  00 

$490  83433  45 

We  have  then  : 

Receipts  : 

From  presbyteries $2,898  00 

From  tax  on  120  delegatos 1,308  00 

Rebate  from  Kansas  Presbytery 35  00 

Rebate  from  Iowa  Presbytery 21  87 

Total $4,262  92 

Disbursements. 
To  expenses  of  delegates $4,262  92 

*  Balance  5  cents. 

J.  S.  Martin, 
T.  P.  Robb, 
T.  H.  Walker, 
E.  F.  Thomson, 
J.  W.  Cavan, 


CommiUee. 


Synod  took  a  recess,  to  meet  at  1.30  P.  M.  Piayer  by  elder  J.  S. 
Arthur. 

AFTERNOON   SESSION. 

Court  was  called  to  order  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  J.  k 
McCartney. 

The  usual  devotional  exercises  were  engaged  in  for  twenty  minutes. 

The  name  of  Walter  T.  Miller  was  added  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Revision  of  the  Psalms. 

The  consideration  of  the  complaint  from  Cambridge  was  resumed. 
S.  R.  Wallace  and  R.  J.  Gault  were  heard  in  behalf  of  the  com- 
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inants.  tt.  M.  Sommerville  appeared  in  behalf  uf  presbytery.  S.  It. 
illace  was  heard  in  rejoinder.  R.  M.  Sommerville  replied  to  Mr. 
1 1  lace.  The  parties  were  interrogated  and  removed.  A  short  sea- 
was  spent  in  silent  prayer. 
Speeches  by  members  of  the  court  were  limited  to  two  minutes, 
ept  that  J.  M.  Faster  and  Thos.  McFall  were  allowed  five  minutes 
h. 

The  complaint  from  Cambridge  was  sustained  and  the  petition 
nted. 

The  matter  of  the  organization  of  a  congregation  in  Cambridge, 
iss.,  was  referred  to  New  York  Presbytery. 

[tern  4  of  report  of  Committee  on  Discipline  was  adopted.  The 
ort  was  adopted  as  a  whole,  and  is  as  follows : 

Report  of  Oommittee  on  Discipline. 

The  Committee  on  Discipline  respectfully  reports  that  seven  papers 
?e  been  referred  to  us,  viz  : 

(tern  1.  Paper  No.  1 8 :  Complaint  of  R.  A.  Bole  and  others,  against 
itsburgh  Presbytery,  on  account  of  certain  acts  and  proceedings  of 
d  Presbytery.  The  paper  is  regular  and  ready  for  action. 
Paper  No.  19:  Complaint  of  R.  M.  Downie,  and  others,  against 
ttsburgh  Presbytery  on  account  of  certain  acts  and  proceedings  of 
d  Presbytery.  The  paper  is  regular  and  ready  for  action. 
In  these  papers  Synod  is  asked  to  order  a  correction  to  be  made  of  a 
nute  of  Presbytery  in  the  Geneva  case,  and  to  declare  the  installation 
H.  G.  Foster  invalid  on  account  of  certain  irregularities  in  the 
Keedings. 

Item  2.  Paper  No.  22 :  Request  of  J.  Boggs  Dodds  relating  to  the 
ptism  of  converts,  received  from  the  Greek  Church.  We  recommend 
it  there  be  no  departure  from  the  custom  which  has  hitherto 
rerned  the  mission,  viz:  that  converts  received  from  Orthodox  Greek 
1  Armenian  churches  be  not  rebaptized,  but  those  received  from  the 
eek  Catholic  Church,  the  Maronites,  and  all  sects  under  the  Papal 
uin ion  be  baptized. 

item  3.  Paper  No.  23 :  Complaint  of  members  of  the  Reformed 
ssbyterian  Church  and  others,  against  the  New  York  Presbytery,  on 
ount  of  said  Presbytery  refusing  to  grant  an  organization  in  East 
mbridge,  Mass.  The  paper  is  regular  and  ready  for  action. 
?aper  No.  24.  A  memorial  from  East  Cambridge,  requesting  an 
;anization.  This  paper  is  germane  to  the  foregoing  paper,  but  has 
,  been  regularly  transferred.  We  recommend  that  it  be  considered 
connection  with  the  above  paper. 

[tern  4.  Paper  No.  26 :  Appeal  and  complaint  of  Charles  C. 
•uston,  James  Hutcheson  and  J.  A.  Houston,  against  Kansas 
»bytery.  We  find  that  the  Presbytery  has  not  acted  contrary  to  the 
r  and  order  of  the  church  in  this  case ;  besides,  the  paper  is  dis- 
pectful  in  tone  and  language,  and  should  receive  no  consideration. 
Paper  No.  32 :  Communication  from  S.  McNaugher,  sustaining  the 
ion  of  New  York  Presbytery  in  refusing  to  organize  a  congregation 
Bast  Cambridge,  Mass.  It  may  be  properly  read  in  connection  with 
>er  No.  23. 
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Paper  No.  33 :  Communication  from  the  elders  of  1st  and  2nd 
Boston  congregations,  relating  to  the  East  Cambridge  question.  This 
has  not  been  regularly  transferred.  We  recommend  the  same  dis- 
position of  it,  as  that  of  the  preceding  paper. 

Inasmuch  as  questions  of  grave  importance,  are  herewith  brought 
before  Sjrnod,  for  action,  and  a  true  solution  of  them  can  be  obtained, 
and  a  just  and  satisfactory  deliverance  can  be  given,  only  under  the 
guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  we  recommend  that  the  discussion  be 
preceded  with  prayer,  for  his  manifest  presence  and  help,  so  that  the 
decision  of  Synod  in  each  case,  may  be  so  perceptibly  his  own  mind, 
that  all  will  cheerfully  accept  the  results,  and  glorify  the  Lord. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  C.  McFeeteb8,  ] 

J.  A.  Black, 

S.  R.  Wallace,      }  Committee. 

David  Boyd,  | 

W.  R.  Sterrett,    J 

The  Committee  on  Temperance  reported.  The  report  was  received 
and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Report  of  the  Oommittee  on  Temperance. 

The  drink  curse  comprehends  almost  all  evils  physical  and  moral  in 
one,  and  develops  them  to  their  fullest  destructive  force. 

It  impoverishes  multitudes  and  enriches  a  few,  often  the  most 
vicious  of  men. 

It  rules  not  only  the  great  army  of  its  own  immediate  victims,  bat 
practically  mles  the  nation.  Vast  wealth,  thorough  organization, 
insatiate  greed,  unparallelled  audacity,  and  an  impious  defiance  of  every 
precept  of  righteousness  on  the  one  hand,  with  vitiated  appetite  and 
weakened  principle  on  the  other,  constitute  it  the  dominant  power  in 
the  land, — the  arrogant  dictator  of  great  political  parties,  the  master 
of  national  administrations. 

Thus  it  is  able  to  give  character  to  legislation,  to  defeat  the  ends  of 
justice,  prostitute  politics  to  its  own  behests,  and  even  tie  the  hands  of 
the  great  body  of  Christian  voters. 

It  is  a  large  factor  in  the  creation  of  the  perilous  breach  between 
capital  and  labor,  and  in  fostering  the  spirit  of  anarchy. 

Evangelical  religion  encounters  no  greater  obstacle;  Foreign 
Missions  meet  no  greater  hindrance ;  nothing  tends  more  to  debauch 
the  public  conscience,  and  debase  public  morals ;  and  Satan  has  no 
more  potent  instrument  for  the  ruin  of  souls. 

Of  crimes  of  violence  and  bloodshed,  nine-tenths  are  chargeable  to 
drunkenness,  whilst  the  sorrows  and  woes  that  spring  from  this  source, 
enter  largely  into  the  sum  of  earthljr  miseries. 

And  yet  so  deceitful  is  this  evil  that  its  own  slaves  love  their 
bondage ;  powerful  churches  vote  in  church  councils  to  destroy  the 
traffic,  and  vote  at  the  polls  to  license  it ;  and  the  vast  majority  of  the 
people  of  this  so-called  Christian  country  are  deluded  into  the  notion 
that  questions  of  finance,  tariff  and  coinage,  are  of  more  importance  to 
the  nation's  wellbeing  than  the  question  of  temperance. 

Whether  the  temperance  movement  has  advanced  or  receded  during 
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he  past  year  is  a  question.  If  there  has  been  progress,  it  has  been  in 
he  silent  growth  of  sound  sentiment,  rather  than  in  any  public  acts  of 
ny  of  the  States,  or  of  any  of  the  churches,  of  any  court  or  people ;  or 
n  the  increased  strength  and  activity  of  any  society. 

There  is  danger  that  prohibitory  laws  now  existing  will  be  at  no  dis- 
ant  day  rendered  practically  inoperative,  if  not  repealed.  New 
lethods  are  devised  and  tried,  only  to  fail.  The  policy  of  legal  pro- 
ibition  is  commonly  regarded  as  impracticable,  whilst  any  scheme  that 
iromises  to  divert  public  attention  from  it,  as  the  only  effective  remedy, 
rill  gain  popular  favor.  Under  these  circumstances  the  great  liquor 
K>wer  of  the  land,  strong  and  confident  in  the  support  of  depraved 
.ppetite,  of  custom  and  law,  of  wealth  and  numbers  ;  strong  above  any 
:vil  that  ever  cursed  a  great  nation,  takes  strength  to  itself  from  its  own 
iricked ness,  and  wages  aggressive  warfare,  too  often  successful,  against 
jvery  interest  and  right  of  God  and  man. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  God  to  destroy  this  curse,  but  there  is  nothing  to 
indicate  that  it  is  his  purpose  to  destroy  it  by  the  ballot.      As  long  as 
the  nation  refuses  to  submit  to  the  authority  of  Christ,  it  cannot  in 
truth  be  expected  to  accept  his  law  of  temperance  and  purity.     Until  it 
ceases  to  ignore  his  claims,  as  the  nation's  rightful  sovereign,  it  will  in 
all  probability  continue  to  license  the  traffic  in  intoxicants  and  nar- 
cotics, and  to  derive  large  revenues  from  these  sources.     The  facts  that 
this  wickedness  has  reached  a  great  height,  and  that  men  have  exhausted 
their  measures  in  warring  against  it,  lead  to  the  hope  that  the  hour  of 
its  overthrow  is  near.      "It  is  time  for  thee  Lord,  to  work  ;  for  they 
have  made  void  thy  law." 

Meanwhile  all  that  the  consistent  friends  of  temperance  can  do  is  to 
continue  to  testify  in  word  and  life  against  the  evil  in  all  its  forms,  and 
to  use  such  means  of  reform  as  are  in  harmony  with  their  principles ; 
and  pray,  and  wait. 

We  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  That  in  view  of  the  alarming  growth  of  the  liquor  traffic  and  the 
drink  habit,  we  will  the  more  earnestly  maintain  our  position  of  total 
abstinence  and  legal  prohibition. 

2.  That  we  testify  with  increased  emphasis  against  the  government 
for  its  sinful  and  ruinous  policy  ot  licensing  and  protecting  the  traffic 
in  intoxicating  drinks;  and  against  all  those  churches  that  permit  their 
members  to  engage  in  any  way  in  the  traffic,  or  to  support  it  by  their 
practices  or  votes. 

3.  That  we  renew  our  commendations  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U.,  not  only 
por  its  noble  efforts  on  behalf  of  temperance,  but  also  for  its  general 
irork  in  the  interest  of  righteousness  and  reform. 

4.  That  we  re-affirm  our  condemnation  both  of  the  use  of  tobacco 

ind  of  traffic  in  it.      The  enormous  waste  of  money  involved,  the  im- 

>urity  and  offensiveness  of  the  habit,  its  pandering  to  fleshly  lust,  its 

:ommon  association  with  the  use  of  strong  drink,  and  the  corrupting 

nfluence  exerted  on  the  moral  sense  both  by  the  habit  and  the  traffic, 

nark  it  as  a  crying  offence  of  the  times,  a  fillhiness  of  the  flesh  and 

pirit,  from  which  the  church  should  use  every  just  means  speedily,  and 

Jtogether  to  cleanse  herself.  D.  II.  Coulter,)        nfn 

R.  J.  George,    }•  n  U/  .„ 
T.  J.  Allen,      )  Omnm^lee. 
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The  Committee  on  Systematic  Beneficence  reported.  The  report 
was  received  and  adopted  as  a  whole,  and  is  as  follows: 

Report  on  Systematic  Beneficence. 

Twelve  annual  reports  on  Systematic  Beneficence  have  affirmed  the 
obligation  of  the  tithe  as  the  Lord's  portion,  reserved  out  of  his  people's 
income  for  his  honor  and  the  work  of  his  kingdom.  The  arguments 
adduced  in  these  reports  have  been  judicious  and  convincing.  The  law 
of  the  tithe  has  been  found  explicitly  laid  down  in  the  laws  of  Moses. 
"All  the  tithe  of  the  land  is  the  Lord's;  it  is  holy  unto  the  Lord/ 
Lev.  2*7 :  30.  Nor  was  it  like  some  of  the  Mosaic  statutes,  peculiar  tothe 
Hebrew  people,  for  we  find  it  in  operation  centuries  before.  Abraham 
paid  tithes  to  Melchizedek,  and  this  not  as  a  voluntary  offering  or  as  a 
gift  but  as  a  matter  of  obligation.  The  New  Testament  established  by 
this  fact  the  superiority  of  the  priesthood  of  Christ  over  the  priesthood 
of  Aaron.  "  The  sons  of  Levi  have  a  commandment  to  take  tithes  of 
the  people  according  to  the  law  *  *  *  and  Levi  also,  who  receivetb 
tithes,  paid  tithes  in  Abraham."  Heb.  1 :  5-9.  Nor  was  the  law  of  the 
tenth,  like  the  law  of  sacrifice,  ceremonial  and  typical,  and  from  its 
very  nature,  therefore,  temporary.  It  was  moral  and  spiritual,  based 
on  the  relations  of  man  to  God  and  to  the  material  world,  and  therefore 
of  universal  and  permanent  application.  The  analogy  of  the  Sabbath 
has  been  found  instructive.  Out  of  both  these  inheritances  which  God 
gives  to  man.  viz  :  life  or  time  and  property,  he  has  reserved  a  portion 
to  himself.  The  moral  principle  underlying  both  these  institutions  is 
the  same.  The  reserving  of  a  portion  is  the  prerogative  of  the  Creator, 
and  the  payment  of  the  portion  reserved  is  the  acknowledgment  of  his 
prerogatives.  It  is  a  bulwark  against  atheism  and  ir religion  and  a 
means  of  communion  with  God.  As  Sabbath  keeping  hallows  the 
whole  of  human  life,  the  payment  of  the  tithe  hallows  all  our  industry 
and  all  our  possessions.  It  teaches  that  all  men's  possessions  are  the 
Lord's,  and  that  they  are  the  stewards  of  his  substance. 

In  answer  to  the  objection  that  the  tenth  is  too  much  for  the  poor 
to  pay  and  too  little  for  the  rich,  it  is  pointed  out  that  the  promised 
blessing  of  God  is  more  to  the  poor  than  the  tenth  of  their  income  can 
be  ;  that  not  the  tenth  alone  but  4'  tithes  and  offerings  "  is  the  law  of 
the  Lord's  house,  and  that  the  payment  of  the  tenth  prepares  the  heart 
to  make  free  will  offerings ;  that  it  is  not  the  poor  but  the  rich  who 
usually  give  less  than  the  tenth  ;  and  that  God  requires  mercy  and  not 
sacrifice.  Even  the  shewbread  and  the  Sabbath  may  be  taken  for  com- 
mon uses  under  necessity  ;  but  there  is  an  infinite  difference  between 
the  man  who  under  misfortune,  or  in  unexpected  need,  uses  for  the 
wants  of  his  household  the  Lord's  portion  already  consecrated,  and 
the  man  who  in  indifference  or  willfulness  refuses  to  acknowledge  any 
rule  except  his  own  judgment  in  the  discharge  of  his  pecuniary  obliga- 
tions to  God. 

This  conclusion  being  accepted,  it  follows  that  the  withholding  of 
the  tithe  is  injustice  toward  God,  and  sacrilege.  It  deprives  the  church 
of  her  rightful  revenue  and  Christ  of  his  honor.  It  ill  comports  with 
our  devotion  to  the  kingly  rights  of  Christ  to  be  remiss  in  rendering 
the  tribute  which  he  appoints.  It  is,  moreover,  closely  related  to  the 
spiritual  wellfare  of  the  people  of  God,  as  it  involves  principles  which 
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anctify  that  wide  sphere  of  life  related  to  the  acquisition  and  posses- 
ion ot  property.     It  is  the  duty  of  the  church  to  use  her  utmost  in- 
luence  to  secure  from  her  members  fidelity  and  loyalty  in  the  fulfill- 
nent  of  this  duty. 
We  recommend : 

1.  That  Synod  .reaffirms  its  former  explicit  deliverances  on  the 
obligations  of  the  tithe. 

2.  That  we  recommend  our  ministers  to  preach  faithfully  and  earn- 
estly on  this  subject  during  the  coming  year. 

3.  That  we  advise  the  holding  in  presbyteries,  sessions  and  congre- 
gations, of  special  conferences  in  which  the  duty  may  be  discussed  and 
the  experience  of  those  who  follow  this  Tule  may  be  brought  forward 
for  the  encouragement  of  their  brethren. 

4.  We  recommend  ministers,  elders  and  deacons  to  set  an  example 
to  the  people  under  their  care  in  the  faithful  observance  of  this  duty. 

5.  We  rejoice  that  the  societies  of  Christian  Endeavor  have  given 
so  marked  prominence  to  the  subject  of  systematic  beneficence,  and  to 
the  tenth  as  the  rule  of  Christian  fidelity,  and  we  recommend  the  whole 
subject  to  the  special  study  of  the  young  people  of  our  own  church. 

6.  That  we  renew  our  approval  of  the  system  of  weekly  offerings, 
made  as  an  act  of  worship,  as  the  most  effective  method  of  providing 
for  the  financial  needs  of  the  church,  and  of  the  use  of  envelopes  and 
the  keeping  of  regular  accounts  with  each  contributor  as  the  best 
method  of  making  the  weekly  offering. 

T.  P.  Stevenson, 
D.  B.  Willson, 
W.  J.  Coleman, 
Hugh  Matthews, 
J.  W.  Cavan, 

The  reasons  of  dissent  of  J.  C.  Smith  and  others  were  read,  and 
ire  as  follows : 

Reasons  of  Dissent. 

Our  dissent  is  not  designed  to  affect  in  any  way  the  present  or  future 
)f  the  case  which  led  to  the  action  against  which  we  protest.  Our 
iction  looks  toward  the  future  interests  of  the  church,  and  is  a 
estimony  on  behalf  of  the  principles  of  Presbyterian  church  govern- 
nent.  Presbyterianism  secures  the  interests  of  the  people  in  choosing 
hose  that  shall  rule  over  them,  and  defends  the  sacred ness  of  ordina- 
ion  vows  and  of  official  ecclesiastical  relations.  With  an  eye  to  these 
mds,  it  is  provided,  when  any  considerable  time  intervenes  between  the 
all  of  a  pastor  and  his  settlement,  that  the  edict  shall  be  read  twice 
>revious  to  installation  and  finally  at  the  time  of  installation,  when  an 
opportunity  to  present  objections  to  the  settlement  is  given.  These 
objections  may  be  presented  by  the  humblest  member  of  the  congre- 
gation and  must  be  considered  by  the  presbytery.  For  the  same 
ourpose,  preceding  the  installation,  the  law  of  the  church  provides  that 
he  people  shall  be  asked  if  "they  still  adhere  to  the  call."  This  is 
lone  so  that  the  presbytery  may  be  sure  that  the  candidate  continues 
o  be  the  choice  of  the  people,  and  to  secure  such  information  as  will 
uide  the  presbytery  in  deciding  as  to  the  propriety  of  constituting  the 
elation. 
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In  the  case  before  Synod,  a  period  of  fifty-five  days  had  elapsed 
since  the  last  reading  of  the  edict.  This  period  was  full  of  agitation 
and  trouble  in  the  congregation.  Both  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  law 
required  the  reading  of  the  edict,  and  granting  opportunity  to  hear 
objections  to  the  settlement  which  might  have  arisen  in  the  mean  time. 
Pittsburgh  Presbytery  deliberately  refused  to  affQid  this  opportunity. 
The  congregation  was  present  and  the  law  and  custom  of  the  church* 
required  thai  they  be  asked  if  they  still  adhered  to  the  call.  The 
presbytery  decided  that  only  that  part  of  the  congregation  that  were 
known  to  the  presbytery  to  desire  the  settlement  should  be  asked. 
The  congregation  had  appointed  no  one  to  answer  for  them,  and  instead 
of  asking  the  people  in  the  usual  way,  the  presbytery  decided  to  ask 
three  persons  who  were  known  to  the  presbytery  to  favor  the  settle- 
ment, and  those  that  were  supposed  to  oppose,  were  refused  the  right 
to  answer.  Such  a  course  could  secure  no  result  except  to  suppress 
the  facts  that  were  necessary  to  guide  the  presbytery  in  deciding  as  to 
the  propriety  of  the  settlement,  and  was  in  violation  of  the  law  of  the 
house  of  God  and  of  the  rights  of  individuals  and  of  minorities.  The 
Synod  by  its  action  has  plainly  said  that  this  course  of  procedure  is  the 
regular  order  in  such  cases. 

We  therefore  protest  against  and  enter  our  dissent  from  the  action  of 
Synod  in  sustaining  the  regularity  of  the  proceedings  of  Pittsburgh 
Presbytery  in  the  ordination  and  installation  of  the  pastor  in  Geneva 
congregation.  J.  C.  Smith,  J.  C.  French, 

R.  M.  Downie,  A.  Kilpatrick, 

R.  C.  Wylie,  W.  M.  Wylie, 

J.  L.  McCartney,         W.  S.  Fulton, 
R.  G.  Young,  M.  W.  Leslie, 

H.  H.  George,  S.  J.  Huston, 

T.  P.  Stevenson,  J.  W.  Cavan, 

R.  C.  Montgomery,      J.  A.  Black, 
T.J.  Allen,  G.  A.  Edgar, 

David  Boyd,  J.  G.  Reed, 

J.  S.  Bell,  Oliver  Wylie, 

D.  C.  Martin,  W.  C.  Allen, 

Robt.  L.  Orr,  E.  G.  Elsey, 

R.  M.  Sommerville,     Wilson  Dougherty, 
C.  D.  Trumbull,  David  McAllister* 

J.  R.  Wylie,  James  Pat  ton, 

J.  W.  Sproull,  R.  C.  Reed, 

Henry  Easson,  S.  R.  McClurkin, 

P.  H.  Wylie,  T.  A.  Rusk, 

W.  M.  Glasgow,         J.  S.  Martin, 
S.  M.  Stevenson,         J.  M.  Wylie. 

D.  B.  Willson,  D.  S.  Faris,  and  elder  James  Scott  were  appointed 
to  answer  the  reasons  of  dissent. 

The  Committee  to  report  on  the  Request  of  Walter  T.  Miller  re- 
ported.    The  report  was  accepted  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 
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Report  of  Committee  on  Request  of  Walter  T.  Miller, 

Chat  the  Board  of  Sustentation  and  Church  Erection  be  transferred  to 
.  location  in  a  central  part  of  the  church. 
The  committee  beg  leave  to  report  : 

That  we  recommend  that  the  change  asked  for  in  this  paper  be  not 
aade  at  this  time.     We  further  recommend, 
That  the  Committee  on  Nomination,  nominate  a  special  committee  to 
efine  the  relations  between  the  Board  of  Church  Erection  and  Sustenta- 
ion  and  the  Central  Board  of  Missions. 

D.  H.  Coulter, 
T.  P.  Stevenson, 
J.  C.  Smith, 
D.  Boyd, 
A.  Dodd8. 


Committee. 


The  Committee  on  Supplies  reported.     The  report  was  accepted 
and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

Report  of  Oommittee  on  Supplies. 

The  Committee  on  Supplies  would  respectfully  report : 

There  is  more  than  twice  the  number  of  men  at  the  disposal  of  Synod 

than  there   is  employment  for.      We   have    distributed  them   as  im- 
partially as  we  could  according  to  the  following  scale  of  supplies  : 

Eabson. — Rochester,  June,  July  ;  New  York,  August,  September ;  Pitts- 
burgh, October,  November ;  Illinois,  April,  May. 

Gilmore. — Rochester,  July,  August,  September ;  Illinois,  April,  May. 

Gault. — Iowa,  June,  July ;  Illinois,  August,  September;  Lakes,  October, 
November  ;  New  York,  April,  May. 

Buck. — Illinois,  June,  July ;  Lakes,  August,  September ;  Rochester, 
October,  November  ;  Kansas,  April,  May. 

5.  R.  McClurkin. — Kansas,  July,  August;  New  York,  November, 
December  ;  Illinois,  September,  October ;  Iowa,  February. 

Vllen. — Pittsburgh,  September,  October ;  Rochester,  December,  Janu- 
ary, February ;  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia,  April,  May. 

>harp. — Kansas,  July,  August,  September ;  Illinois,  October,  November ; 
New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia,  December,  January,  February, 
March. 

^ulton. — Kansas,  July,  October,  November,  December;  Illinois, 
January,  February,  March  ;  Iowa,  April,  May. 

U)bb. — Kansas,  August,  September ;  Iowa,  December,  January  ;  Pitts- 
burgh, March,  April,  May  ;  Lakes,  February. 

►laokwood. — Iowa,  June ;  Illinois,  July ;  Pittsburgh,  August ; 
Rochester,  April,  May. 

^ompson. — Kansas,  June,  January. 

L  P.  McClurkin. — Iowa,  August,  September ;  Illinois,  October, 
November  ;  Lakes,  December,  January. 

aitt. — New  York,  June,  July  ;  Rochester,  September,  October  ;  Pitts- 
burgh, November,  December :  New  York,  January,  February. 

Lyde. — Pittsburgh,  June  ;  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia,  July, 
August,  September,  October,  November  ;  Rochester,  December. 

ARia — Kansas,  June,  November,  December ;  Iowa,  October ;  Pitts- 
burgh, January,  February. 
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McAllister. — Pittsburgh,  July,  August,  September,  October,  November, 

December;  Illinois,  April,  May. 
I.     T.     E.     McBurney. — Illinois,    December,    January ;     Pittsburgh, 
February,    March;    Rochester,   April,   May;    Kansas,  October, 
November. 
G.  R.  McBurney. — Illinois,  February,  March. 
McCartney. — Pittsburgh,  May. 

We  recommend  that  the  Central  Board  of  Missions  be  the  Interim 
Committee  on  Supplies.  Respectfully  submitted, 

R.  C.  Reed, 
E.  G.  Elsey, 
John  W.  F.  Carlisle,  > 
D.  S.  Faris, 
J.  F.  Mitchell, 

The  Committee  on  Psalmody  reported  that  a  report  had  been  pre- 
pared and  signed  by  most  of  the  members,  but'  had  been  lost  in  the 
mails. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  reported  additional  items.  The  items 
were  takeu  up  seiHatim.  Some  of  the  items  were  amended.  The 
several  items  were  adopted.  The  report  was  adopted  as  a  whole,  and 
is  as  follows: 

Report  of  the  Oommittee  on  Missions. 

Your  Committee  reports  that  the  following  papers  have  been  referred 
to  it :  The  re|>ort  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions ;  the  report  of  the 
Central  Board  of  Missions;  the  reports  of  Missions  to  the  Jews  in 
Philadelphia  and  Cincinnati ;  the  memorial  from  members  of  the  church 
and  others  in  Oakland,  California;  and  the  resolution  offered  by 
N.  R.  Johnston,  in  reference  to  the  field  for  women  missionary  physicians 
in  China. 

Your  Committee  recommends  that  the  reports  be  published  in  the 
Minutes  of  Synod  and  that  the  following  resolutions  be  adopted : 

1.  That  this  Synod  records  its  profound  thankfulness  to  God  for  the 
preservation  of  the  lives  of  all  our  missionaries  during  the  past  year,  for 
the  zeal  and  fidelity  with  which  they  have  labored  in  their  respective  fields, 
for  the  care  and  prudence  with  which  the  Mission  Boards  have  dis- 
charged the  important  trusts  committed  to  their  hands,  for  the  protection 
of  our  foreign  missionaries  amid  the  hostility  of  Mohammedan  powers,  and 
for  the  fruits  which  have  been  gathered  in. 

2.  That  we  acknowledge  with  grateful  appreciation  the  attentive  con- 
sideration which  the  government  at  Washington  has  given  to  the 
representations  which  either  the  Foreign  Board  or  our  missionaries  have 
been  constrained  to  make  to  them,  and  especially  for  the  recent  sending 
of  United  States  vessels  to  the  harbor  of  Mersine,  and-the  investigation, 
in  presence  of  the  Turkish  officials,  of  the  grievances  complained  of  by 
our  missionaries. 

#.  That  we  instruct  the  moderator  and  clerk  to  convev  the  thank?  of 
Synod  in  an  official  letter  to  the  Department  of  State  at  Washington. 

-1.  That  we  approve  the  sending  of  a  minister  and  physician  to 
Cyprus,  and  the  sending  of  two  missionaries  to  China,  as  indicated  in  the 
report  of  the  Foreign  Board,  and  that  Synod  proceed  in  the  election  ot  an 
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dditional  missionary  to  China  on  Wednesday  morning,  immediately 
iter  the  devotional  exercises,  and  that  the  choice  of  the  particular  field 
o  which  the  missionaries  to  China  shall  go,  be  left  to  the  wisdom  of  the 
$oard. 

5.  That  we  earnestly  encourage  any  action  by  which  the  converts  in 
>yria  may  be  led  to  undertake  the  support  of  a  native  ministry  and  the 
xpenses  of  their  own  church  work. 

6.  That  the  resolution  in  reference  to  the  work  of  women  physicians 
>e  adopted.     It  is  as  follows : 

Whereas,  in  China  there  are  doors  of  usefulness  wide  open  to  women 
&  medical  missionaries ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  we  encourage  the  well  educated  young  women  of  the 
:hurch  to  engage  in  the  study  cf  n:edicine  and  surgery,  so  as  to  be 
[ualified  to  be  medical  missionaries  in  that  inviting  foreign  field. 

7.  That  we  approve  the  suggestion  of  the  Central  Board  of  Missions, 
us  to  the  appointment  of  a  Home  missionary  on  the  Pacific  coast,  who 
hall  also  superintend  the  mission  to  the  Chinese.  We  recommend 
hat  the  memorial  from  Oakland  be  referred  to  the  Central  Board. 

8.  That  we  regard  the  work  which  has  been  opened  up  to  us  among 
.he  Jews,  as  a  significant  .sign  of  the  times  in  preparation  for  great  issues 
>f  the  latter  days.  We  recommend  that  the  reports  of  this  work  be  made, 
n  future,  through  the  Central  Board  of  Missions,  its  management  remain- 
ing as  now  with  the  sessions  in  whose  hands  it  has  been  placed,  and  we 
ask  for  this  work,  in  special  measure,  the  prayers  of  the  church. 

9.  That  we  regard  with  great  satisfaction  the  excellent  condition  and 
encouraging  prosperity  of  the  Missions  to  the  Freedmen  and  to  the 
Indians.  We  heartily  opprove  the  proposed  enlargement  of  the  work 
among  the  Indians,  by  the  establishing  of  a  new  station  nine  miles  south- 
east of  the  present  site  and  further  down  the  Cache  Creek  valley.  This 
will  involve  the  erection  of  additional  buildings,  for  which  purpose  funds 
in  part,  are  already  in  the  treasury,  and  we  call  the  attention  of  the 
church  to  the  enlargtd  opportunity  and-  the  need  for  increased  contribu- 
tions which  are  involved  in  this  forward  step. 

10.  That  we  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  items  in  the 
report  of  the  Mission  Conference : 

(a)  That  each  presbytery  appoint  one  of  its  members  as  a  Home 
Mission  agent,  who  shall  be  authorized  to  obtain  all  the  data  necessary  to 
enable  the  Conference  to  act  intelligently  on  the  application  of  mission 
stations  and  congregations  for  assistance.  The  reports  of  these  agents  to 
oe  made  in  writing. 

(6)  That  with  a  view  to  encouraging  permanent  settlements,  con- 
gregations and  stations  be  grouped  together  where  this  can  be  done,  so 
hat  two  or  more  may  be  under  the  care  of  one  person. 

(c)  That  presbytery  be  advised  to  consider  the  propriety  of  having 
i  home  mission  fund  with  which  to  cultivate  its  own  mission  stations,  to 
fhich  fund  each  congregation  is  expected  to  make  an  annual 
ontribution. 

(d)  That  Synod  prepare  suitable  blanks  which  shall  be  filled  up  by 
he  Home  Mission  agents,  and  presented  by  them  at  the  annual  meeting 
f  the  Conference. 

(e)  That  the  agents  prepare  statements  of  the  amount  of  money 
eeded  in  each  case,  except  when  in  the  exploration  of  a  new  field,  this  is 
ot  practicable. 
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(/)  That  in  case  there  is  not  sufficient  money  in  the  treasury  at  the 
end  of  the  year  to  pay  the  amounts  appropriated,  the  funds  be  distributed, 
pro  rata,  on  the  basis  of  the  appropriations. 

(g)  That  the  congregation  of  Bamesville  and  of  Muskingum  and 
Toraica  be  left  in  care  of  their  respective  presbyteries,  and  that  Mans- 
field and  Wahoo  be  taken  under  the  care  of  the  Central  Board ;  the  list 
of  congregations  under  the  care  of  the  Board,  with  these  exceptions,  to 
remain  as  before. 

(h)  That  the  work  of  exploring  and  cultivating  the  field  in  Southern 
California,  and  in  the  neigh  borliocd  of  Seattle,  be  referred  to  the  Central 
Board,  and  that  they  confer  with  Colorado  Presbytery. 

11.  That  in  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Central  Board  of 
Missions,  R.  J.  George  be  made  a  member  of  that  Board. 

In  all  these  widely  separated  and  widely  differing  fields  which  the 
church  is  endeavoring  to  cultivate,  she  has  the  right  to  expect  a  con- 
tinual and  continually  increasing  harvest,  and  the  blessing  which  is 
promised  to  those  who  "  sow  beside  all  waters." 

T.  P.  Stevenson,  ^ 

R.  B.  Cannon,       I 

A.  Kilpatrick,     )■  Committee. 

Jas.  S.  Arthur, 

Wm.  Wylie, 

Beport  of  the  Oentral  Board  of  Missions. 

The  Central  Board  of  Missions  respectfully  report : 

Our  meetings  have  been  regularly  held  and  well  attended.  H.  H.  George,  D. 
D.,  chosen  at  the  last  meeting  of  Synod,  has  taken  bis  seat  as  oneof  our  membin. 
We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  woik  entrusted  to  us  has  proepeied, 
although  the  continued  financial  depression  has  prevented  our  enlarging  it  in 
the  old  or  entering  new  fields.  Such  congregations  as  are  in  debt  for  their  bouse* 
of  worship  or  are  engaged  in  building,  have  suffered  from  the  same  cause.  It 
would  greatly  advance  our  work  if  Synod  would  take  measures  to  relieve  these 
congregations  of  their  burden  of  debt. 

DOMESTIC   MISSION. 

Appropriations.  With  the  exception  of  the  $150  granted  to  the  Colorado 
Presbytery  for  work  in  the  vicinity  of  Seattle,  the  moueys  appropriated  to  the 
different  presbyteries  have  been  paid.  The  conditions  connected  with  the  pant- 
ing of  some  of  these  were  all  complied  with.  An  additional  appropriation  of 
$200  was  made  to  Kansas  Presbytery  for  one  of  its  weak  congregations. 

Supplements.     We  have  supplemented  the  following  settled  congregations; 

Belle  Centre,  0.,  with  a  membership  of  51,  a  net  decrease  of  2,  a  Sabbath 
School,  a  monthly  and  weekly  prayer  meeting,  all  well  attended,  $300. 

Denver,  Col,  with  a  membership  of  58,  a  net  decrease  of  2,  a  Sabbath  School 
with  an  attendance  of  120,  and  a  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.,  $408.84. 

Evans,  Col,  with  a  membership  of  67,  a  net  increase  of  4,  a  Sabbath  School 
with  an  attendance  of  70,  and  an  excellent  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.,  $200. 

La  Junta,  Col,  with  a  membership  of  40,  net  iucrease  of  4;  a  Sabbath  Scbool 
with  an  average  attendance  of  75,  and  a  flourishing  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E  ,  $258.34. 

Wahoo,  Neb.,  with  a  membership  of  48,  a  net  decrease  of  3,  a  Sabbath  Scbool 
of  60  scholars,  a  mission  school  of  30,  and  an  efficient  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.,  |400. 

Congregations  under  our  care  :  Barnesville,  N.  B.,  and  Houlton,  Me.  No 
appointments  were  made  to  these  congregations.  Rev  R.  Stewait,  supplied 
them  for  several  mouths  by  direction  of  the  Presbytery  of  New  Biunswiek  aud 
Nova  Scotia.  The  congregation  of  Houlton  is  quite  weak,  numbering  but  1- 
members,  a  net  decrease  of  8.  Barnesville  has  a  membership  of  43,  a  net  de- 
crease of  7. 

Kansas  City,  Mo,—Mr.  E.  H.  Buck  supplied  this  congregation  for  six  monthi 
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mding  February  1st,  1895.  Mr.  A.  J.  McFarland,  a  licentiate  of  the  third  year, 
s  dow  laboring  there,  having  commenced  work  on  the  third  Sabbath  of  last 
April.  He  will  continue  until  the  opening  of  the  Seminary  in  the  fall.  The 
congregation  numbers  54  members,  a  net  decrease  of  1.  The  Sabbath  School  has 
in  enrollment  of  85  scholars,  the  Ladies'  Missionary  Society  of  23  members,  the 
IT.  P.  S.  C.  £.  of  20,  the  Junior  C.  E.  of  23.  The  meetings  of  all  the  societies, 
Jie  prayer  meetings  and  the  Sabbath  services  are  well  attended.  A  reduction 
ias  been  made  in  the  debt  of  the  congregation  for  its  church  building  of  $860. 
There  is  still  a  debt  of  $2,540. 

MonongaJiela  and  McKet  sport. — Mr.  J.  B.  Mclsaac  acted  as  the  stated  supply  of 
h  is  congregation  from  the  last  Sabbath  of  September,  1894,  until  the  close  of 
February,  1895.  At  first  the  prospect  was  quite  encouraging.  A  Sabbath 
School,  a  young  people's  meeting  and  a  prayer  meeting  were  organized  and  for 
i  time  well  attended.  The  Lord's  Supper  was  dispensed.  At  the  present  time 
;he  condition  of  the  congregation  is  not  as  encouraging  as  it  was.  McKeesport 
raftered  severely  from  the  financial  crisis,  and  is  but  slowly  recovering  from  the 
effects.  Some  of  the  members  of  the  congregation  have  moved  away  and  others 
ntend  soon  to  do  so.  The  membership  is  but  45,  a  decrease  of  12.  This  was 
argely  occasioned  by  purging  the  roll. 

St.  Louis y  Mo. — T.  A.  Rusk  has  been  continued  in  this  congregation  as  supply. 
The  new  church  building  was  occupied  for  the  first  time  on  the  last  Sabbath  of 
Tuly,  1894.  It  cost  $13,904.23.  During  the  year  the  Lord's  Supper  was  twice 
lispensed.  The  membership  is  30,  a  net  increase  of  9.  There  are  a  good 
Sabbath  School  and  Y.  P.  8.  C.  £.  and  Ladies'  Missionary  Society. 

Seattle  and  Kent,  Wash. — A  call  was  moderated  in  this  congregation,  in  favor 
>f  Mr.  McDonald,  who  continues  to  labor  in  it  by  our  appointment.  It  has  not 
>eea  presented.  The  membership  is  36,  a  net  decrease  of  3.  The  Seattle  Sab- 
bath School  has  an  enrollment  of  196,  and  the  Kent  of  40,  average  attendance  in 
Doth  about  100.  A  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.  has  been  organized.  The  debt  on  the  church 
building,  $3,000,  is  felt  by  the  congregation  to  be  a  very  heavy  burden. 

Topeka,  Kane. — Rev.  J.  W.  Dill  is  still  in  charge  of  this  congregation.  The 
present  membership  is  48,  a  net  decrease  of  10.  The  regular  Sabbath  School  has 
an  enrollment  of  65,  the  Mission  Sabbath  School  at  Pleasant  Valley,  of  75.  The 
Ladies'  Missionary  Society  has  a  membership  of  17,  the  Mission  Band  of  21,  and 
the  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.  of  28.  A  lot  has  been  purchased  by  the  congregation  and  the 
contract  for  a  church  building  given  out.  There  will  be  a  debt  of  about  $2,000. 
The  prospects  for  an  increase  in  membership  is  encouraging. 

Youngstown,  0. — This  congregation  has  received  occasional  supplies  during 
the  past  year.     The  number  of  members  is  35,  same  as  last  year. 

New  Stations. — At  our  first  meeting  after  the  adjournment  of  Synod  we 
decided  to  commence  work  in  Chicago,  and  an  appointment  was  made.  The 
appointment  was  declined.  The  condition  of  our  treasury  was  so  low  at  the 
time,  that  we  decided  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  undertake  any  new  work  at 
present. 

As  Synod's  ad  interim  committee  of  supplies  your  Board  made  the  following 
issignments :  Rev.  G.  P.  Raitt,  New  York  Presbytery,  from  December  till 
March,  and  to  Illinois  Presbytery  from  March  till  Synod;  Mr.  E.  H.  Buck,  Kansas 
Presbytery,  from  February  1st,  till  Synod ;  Rev.  D.  McAllister,  Jr.,  to  Pitts- 
mrgh  Presbytery,  from  December  1st,  till  Synod. 

Balance $    701  70 

Receipts. 

from  congregations $2,129  40 

7rom  dividends 1,396  06 

i'rom  bequests  and  other  sources 6,679  39 

$  10,204  85 

$  10,906  55 
Expenditures.  $  7,455  97 

Balance $  3,450  58 

We  ask  for  this  mission  $6,000. 
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SOUTHERN  MISSION. 

The  condition  of  this  mission  is  most  satisfactory.  Its  affairs  are  managed 
with  much  efficiency  an-1  great  economy.  The  entire  expense  of  the  school  and 
church  for  the  year  outside  of  the  salaries  has  been  defrayed  out  of  the  amount 
realized  from  the  tax  on  pupils,  the  sale  of  stationery,  fees  for  music  pupils  sod 
collections.  Mr.  Mclsaac  has  shown  himself  admirably  fitted  for  the  position  of 
superintendent. 

The  Congregation.  Mr.  Kingston  is  still  in  charge.  The  membership  is  73, 
a  net  decrease  of  one.  The  morning  Sabbath  School  has  an  average  attendance 
of  115  and  the  afternoon  of  120.  The  congregation  raised  for  church  purposes 
during  the  year  $4*29.14.  The  year  has  been  a  very  trying  one  to  the  colored 
people  on  account  of  the  severity  of  the  winter  and  scarcity  of  work.  Sabbath 
services  are  regularly  held  and  reasonably  well  attended. 

The  School.  The  teachers  are  Mrs.  Simms,  Miss  Hobbie,  Mias  Dodds,  Mia 
McCartney,  Miss  Kingston  and  Miss  Qeorge.  *  The  enrollment  of  scholars  is  806, 
with  an  average  attendance  of  226.  The  amount  of  tax  collected  was  $262.75, 
the  average  number  per  month  paying  the  tax  being  210.  The  total  receipts 
were  $534.21.  The  expenses  were  $354.48,  leaving  on  hand,  $179.73.  Toe 
course  of  study  is  the  same  as  before.  Religious  instruction  is  not  neglected, 
an  hour  each  day  is  spent  in  the  study  of  the  Bible  and  Catechism.  Three 
scholars,  two  young  men  and  one  young  woman  graduated  this  year. 

Industrial  School.  An  industrial  school  has  been  started.  Mr.  Mclsaac,  with 
the  assistance  of  some  of  the  scholars,  has  fitted  up  a  workshop  with  benches 
and  tools.  An  hour  is  spent  each  day  of  school  with  the  boys.  The  result  has 
thus  far  been  quite  encouraging.  A  sewing  machine  has  been  purchased  for  the 
girls'  department.  Miss  McCartney  spends  an  hour  daily  teaching  them  how  to 
sew.  She  is  much  encouraged  with  the  progress  made.  The  total  expenses  of 
the  school  for  the  year  were  $79.28. 

During  the  year  a  neat  and  comfortable  dwelling  was  erected  on  the  mission 
premises  at  a  cost  of  $758.62.  The  greater  part  of  this  sum  was  raised  by  Mr. 
Mclsaac  during  his  summer  vacation.  He  occupies  the  new  house,  the  teachers 
from  a  distance  boarding  with  him.  This  building  adds  greatly  to  the  comfort 
of  the  superintendent  and  teachers,  and  saves  from  much  annoyance.  In  addi- 
tion it  is  a  source  of  income  bringing  in  an  annual  rent  of  $100. 

Pleasant  Qrove,  with  an  enrollment  in  the  day  school  of  75  and  an  average 
attendance  in  the  Sabbath  School  of  29  is  still  in  charge  of  Mr.  Pickens,  and 
Valley  Creek  with  an  enrollment  in  the  day  school  of  34,  and  an  average  attend- 
ance of  15,  and  an  average  attendance  in  the  Sabbath  School  of  39,  of  Mr. 
Phillips.  Repairs  were  made  on  the  building  in  the  latter  place  and  paid  for  by 
the  friends  there.  Both  of  these  schools  opened  on  the  first  Monday  in  Novem- 
ber and  closed  in  the  latter  part  of  April  at  which  time  the  work  begins  on  the 
farm  and  the  attendance  necessarily  falls  off.  These  schools  will  be  opened  for 
a  mouth  or  so  in  the  summer  when  for  a  short  time  work  is  slack. 

Balance $   704  37 

Receipts. 

From  congregations $1,418  40 

From  dividends 207  90 

From  bequests  and  other  sources 2,892  71 

$4,519  01 

$5,223$ 
Expenditures.  $4,422  48 

Balance $    800  90 

We  ask  for  this  mission,  $5,000. 

INDIAN  MI88ION. 

The  work  in  this  mission  has  been  continued  along  the  lines  pursued  so  success- 
fully in  the  past.  There  has  been  no  change  in  the  employes.  Mr.  Carithers 
is  assisted  by  Miss  Alice  Carithers,  Miss  Kate  McBurney  ana  Miss  Joanna  Speer. 

The  school  opened  on  the  first  Monday  of  September  and  closed  on  the  last 
Friday  of  June.    Forty-four  children,  three  white,  were  enrolled.     The  progrea 
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i as  been  good.  The  great  aim  is  to  bring  all  who  attend  under  the  influence  of 
livine  truth.  At  the  mission  on  the  Sabbath  are  a  Sabbath  School,  a  study  of 
he  lesson  for  the  older  people,  the  regular  service  of  preaching,  and  in  the 
vening,  the  explanation  of  a  chapter  in  the  Confession  of  Faith  or  Testimony. 
)n  Monday  all  of  the  children  that  can  follow  the  sermon  are  required  to  give 
a  writing  what  they  can  remember  of  it. 

At  the  regular  prayer  meeting  some  of  the  more  advanced  scholars  lead  in 
•rayer,  read  portions  of  the  Scriptures  and  occasionally  offer  some  thoughts  on 
be  subject.  A  number  have  a  good  idea  of  the  plan  of  salvation.  The  pro- 
priety of  uniting  with  the  church  was  presented  to  those  who  have  sufficient 
ntelligence.  They  hesitated  about  doing  so,  owing  to  the  fact  that  a  large 
roportion  of  those  who  have  been  baptized  in  recent  years  died.  This  was 
aterpreted  as  a  judgment  following  the  putting  on  of  water.  It  seemed  doubt- 
iil  for  a  time  if  any  of  them  would  break  with  the  past  and  make  a  public 
•rofession  of  their  faith.  There,  was  reason  to  fear  that  even  it  some  of  the 
hildren  would  manifest  a  desire  to  unite  with  the  church  an  influence  would 
*e  exerted  by  their  friends  that  would  prevent  their  so  doing.  Happily  the  fears 
fere  disappointed  and  at  the  communion  held  by  appointment  of  Kansas  Pres- 
bytery, on  May  26th,  there  was  an  accession  of  nineteen,  eighteen  of  whom 
rere  the  direct  result  of  God's  blessing  on  our  efforts  to  reach  with  the  gospel 
he  Indian.  A  number  of  others  would  have  united  with  the  church  had  it  not 
teen  for  the  reasons  already  mentioned.  The  communion  services  made  a  deep 
mpression  on  the  minds  of  all  who  were  preseut  and  many  expressed  themselves 
«  being  much  more  favorable  to  us  and  our  work. 

The  older  children  are  being  trained  to  work  on  the  farm  and  in  the  home. 
?rogress  has  been  made  in  efforts  to  locate  them  on  the  land  around  the  mission 
ind  begin  the  work  of  improving  the  farm.  In  this  way  they  will  have  lands 
yhen  they  want  to  settle  in  a  home.  As  all  such  matters  must  go  through  Wash- 
ingtou  by  way  of  the  agent,  and  as  changes  in  the  agents  are  frequent,  it  is 
difficult  to  accomplish  much.  The  present  agent  is  quite  enthusiastic  in  the 
matter  and  has  assured  Mr.  Carithers  that  he  will  do  all  in  his  power  to  urge  it 
lit  Washington.  The  agent  and  agency  physician  visited  the  mission  and  ex- 
pressed themselves  as  pleased  with  what  they  saw. 

With  reference  to  the  opening  of  a  branch  near  Mt.  Scott,  nothing  could  be 
done  as  the  Methodists  occupy  the  field.  Efforts,  however,  have  been  made  to 
extend  the  work  further  along  Cache  Creek  Valley.  Mr.  Carithers  regards  the 
matter  as  practically  settled. 

The  friends  in  the  mission  were  much  encouraged  by  the  presence  of  Rev.  T.  P. 
Robb,  who  made  them  a  visit  last  summer.  Prof.  George  spent  a  short  time  there 
>n  his  way  to  the  Synod  and  will  make  a  report  of  the  work  to  the  Board.  Mrs. 
3eorge  who  accompanied  her  husband  will  make  a  report  to  the  Women's 
Missionary  Society  of  Pittsburgli  Presbytery  at  its  next  meeting  by  its  request. 
This  society  still  continues  to  manifest  a  deep  interest  in  this  mission.  The 
mtire  salaries  of  Mr.  Carithers  and  Miss  Speer  are  paid  by  it. 

All  the  children  in  the  school  have  read  together  from  first  of  Joshua  through 
Feremiah,  number  chapters  580  ;  letters  written  104  ;  verses  of  Psalms  com- 
nitted  1,064  ;  verses  of  Scripture  committed  1,538  ;  money  contributed  $25.09  ; 
chapters  of  Confession  of  Faith  studied  12;  chapters  oi  Testimony  18;  Indian 
;hildren  in  school  43  ;  number  of  days  of  school  280  ;  total  number  days  attend- 
ince  9,607  ;  children  present  every  day  during  the  year  18. 

Balance $2,621  80 

Receipts. 

^rom  congregations $    738  82 

?*rom  bequests  and  other  sources 2,401  56 

$3,140  38 

$5,762  18 
Expenditures.  $2,665  95 

Balance $3,096  23 

We  ask  for  this  mission  $2,000. 
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CHINESE  MISSION. 

Oakland,  (Jul. — Rev.  D.  McAllister  continued  as  superintendent  of  the  work 
in  Oakland  until  the  last  of  November,  when  he  resigned  ;  the  resignation  wu 
accepted  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Will  sou  was  placed  in  charge.  Mrs.  Gleason  assisted 
for  a  short  time.  Miss  Kilpatrick  has  been  employed  tor  the  last  eight  months  u 
assistant.     Mr.  Willson  writes  in  high  commendation  of  her  work. 

The  enrollment  of  scholars  during  the  year  was  about  60  ;  average  attendance 

15.  During  the  months  of  December,  January,  February  and  March,  the  en- 
rollment was  35,  and  average  attendance  11.6.  The  smallneas  of  the  average 
attendance  in  comparison  with  the  enrollment  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  thtt 
the  Chinese  are  constantly  changing  their  place  of  residence.  The  number  of 
Chinese  Christians  belonging  to  our  mission  and  living  in  Oakland  and  vicinity  is 

16,  and  of  whites  who  are  members  of  our  church  11.  Rev.  N.  R.  Johnston  is 
now  residing  in  Oakland,  and  during  the  past  four  mouths  has  preached  there 
one  sermon  each  Sabbath.  The  Board  appropriated  $50  to  defray  the  expenses 
in  case  the  Lord's  Supper  was  dispensed.  The  arranging  for  the  dispensing  of 
the  Lord's  Supper  was  referred  to  Colorado  Presbytery  through  Mr.  Johnston. 

Seattle,  Wash. — The  Chinese  school  here  is  under  the  general  supervision  of  Ukj 
congregation.  Mr.  Renwick  Crozier,  a  member,  has  been  employed  as  superinten- 
dent at  a  salary  of  $15  per  month.  Total  enrollment  is  96,  average  attendance 
in  Sabbath  School  23.7,  in  night  school  10.8.  Two  of  the  scholars  have  best 
baptized  and  others  will  likely  soon  be  ready  for  admission  into  the  church. 

As  Covenanters  constantly  are  moving  out  to  the  Pacific  coast,  the  Board 
asks  Synod  to  authorize  it  to  combine  Domestic  Mission  work  with  its  work 
among  the  Chinese. 

Balance $  1,928  U 

Receipt*. 

From  congregations $   6*)0  f.6 

From  dividend 5  50 

From  bequests  and  other  sources 1,158  26 

$1,824  S 

$3,752  66 
Expenditures.  $1,454  65 


-r- 


Balance $2,298  01 

We  ask  $2,000  for  this  mission. 

THE  MISSION  AMONG  THE  JEWS. 

The  Board  has  received  from  the  missions  in  Philadelphia  and  Cincinnati  re- 
ports of  the  work  done.  These  have  been  published  to  the  church  so  that  the 
members  have  had  good  opportunity  of  knowing  what  has  been  accomplished. 
The  thousand  dollars  recommended  by  Synod,  have  been  raised.  Five  hundred 
dollars  have  been  paid  to  each  of  the  missions. 

Receipts $1,889  83 

Expenditures. 

Philadelphia  Mission $  500  00 

Cincinnati  Mission 500  00 

$  1,000  00 

Balance $     339  85 

Dr.  J.  W.  Sproull  has  been  appointed  to  represent  the  Board  on  the  floor  of 
Synod. 

We  recommend  that  Rev.  It.  J.  George,  D.  D.,  be  elected  a  member  of  the 
Board.  J.  W.  Spkoull,  Chairman. 

A.  C.  Coulter,  Secretary. 
W.  J.  Coleman,  Cor.  Secretary 
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Report  of  Foreign  Mission  Board. 

Lt  the  close  of  another  year  in  the  history  of  our  Foreign  Missions,  there  is 
y  little  to  report  that  has  not  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  church  in 
periodicals.  The  Redeemer  has  watched  over  our  representatives  in  the  three 
ds  that  they  at  present  occupy,  and  has  so  controlled  the  enemies  of  his  cause 
t  all  attempts  to  defeat  missionary  operations  have  been  to  a  large  extent 
ffectual. 

»tria. — The  brethren  in  Syria,  where  there  are  two  centres  of  operation,  have 
ored  with  commendable  diligence  in  their  respective  departments,  and  their 
it  meetings  for  consultation  in  regard  to  the  work  have  been  characterized  by 
therly  love  and  unanimity  of  action.  The  total  number  of  pupils  under  in- 
action was  417 — 291  boys  and  12G  girls,  an  increase  of  50  boys  and  5  girls 
r  the  enrollment  reported  twelve  months  ago.  The  hoarding  schools,  both  in 
mkiyeh  and  Suadia,  were  full,  and  one  new  school  was  opened  at  Bizzak,  in 

southern  part  of  this  field.  The  people,  who  are  orthodox  Greeks,  furnish 
oom  and  pay  for  the  books,  and  the  teacher,  who  is  a  resident  of  the  district, 
d  lowed  to  prosecute  his  calling  without  any  disturbance.  Very  interesting 
ails  respecting  these  schools,  the  way  in  which  the  lady  missionaries  arrange 

and  conduct  the  work  entrusted  to  their  charge,  and  other  items  of  iraport- 
se  not  embodied  in  this  report,  will  be  found  in  the  annual  statement  of  the 
wion,  which  all  who  would  be  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  work  in  this 
d  should  examine  carelully. 

It  is  not  easy  to  overestimate  the  value  of  the  boarding  school  work  as  an 
ingelistic  agency.  In  this  way  many  children  are  taken  away  altogether  from 
*ir  heathen  surr  jundings,  and  enjoy  the  same  training  that  they  would  have 
the  Christian  homes  of  this  country,  where  the  truth  is  clearly  presented  to 
»  mind  and  religion  is  seen  exemplified  in  its  beauty  and  power.  In  every 
al  school  the  Bible  is  the  grand  Text  Book,  and  the  lesson  which  the  teacher 
expected  to  illustrate  and  enforce  is  the  way  of  salvation  through  Jesus  Christ. 

some  of  the  villages  where  the  schools  have  been  closed  by  the  Turkish 
thorities,  evangelistic  work  is  carried  on.  At  Inkzik,  for  instance,  the  teacher 
sorts  that  he  is  able  to  "  converse  or  read  with  from  six  to  ten  persons  every 
y,  and  on  the  Sabbath  he  holds  a  meeting  in  his  own  house."  Many  who 
merly  refused  are  now  willing  to  receive  him  into  their  homes.  At  Bahamra 
d  the  Merj  the  former  teachers  are  employed  as  Bible-readers,  and  a  society  of 
out  a  dozen  worshippers  meet  every  Sabbath  for  public  service.  The  little 
nmunity  of  47  communicants  in  Gun  aim  ia,  where,  as  reported  last  year,  the 
se  teaching  of  a  brilliant  young  evangelist  had  unsettled  the  faith  of  many, 
h,  through  the  exercise  of  firm  yet  tender  discipline  been  restored  to  a  very 
urishing  condition.  The  outlook  is  quite  promising.  "Many  of  the  Arme- 
ui6,"  writes  Mr.  Stewart,  who  administered  the  Lord's  Supper  at  that  station 
March,  k<  were  formerly  bitterly  opposed  to  hearing  the  gospel,  but  are  now 
ger  to  hear,  and  meet  night  after  night  in  the  house  of  one  of  their  number 
tere  our  licentiate  has  his  lodging."  Mr.  Stewart  also  writes  that  "  one  licen- 
ce has  been  regularly  employed  among  the  out-stations,  preaching  on  the 
bbath  and  frequently  on  weekday  evenings."  Our  missionary  himself  had 
io  made,  up  to  the  end  of  April,  "nineteen  visits  to  out-stations,  occupying 
all  sixty-seven  days,  eighteen  of  them  being  Sabbaths."  These  statements 
ght  to  touch  the  heart  of  the  church  and  should  call  forth  earnest  prayer  that 
3  Holy  Spirit  would  clothe  the  preaching  of  these  brethren  with  power,  and 
ike  it  effectual  for  the  salvation  of  many  souls. 

At  each  centre  of  operation  the  pulpit  has  been  regularly  occupied  either  by 
3  minister  in  charge  or  one  of  the  licentiates  Five  persons  were  received  into 
b  fellowship  of  the  church  during  the  year,  and  there  were,  when  the  table  of  sta- 
tics was  prepared,  187  names  on  the  roll  of  native  communicants.  Who  does 
t  rejoice  in  the  report  that  Mr.  Dodds,  of  Suadia,  is  able  to  make?  "One 
ief  encouragement  this  year,"  he  writes,  "is  a  visible  increase  of  spiritual 
livity.  Besides  the  two  prayer  meetings  held  each  week  in  the  chapel  there  is 
weekly  meeting  in  the  house  of  the  brethren  that  has  been  a  source  of  develop- 
ing resulting  in  increased  effort  on  their  part  to  lead  others  to  Christ,  in 
thering  neighbors  together  to  hear  the  word  of  God,  and  in  inducing  attend- 
ee at  public  services." 
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As  to  the  medical  department  of  this  mission,  Dr.  Balph,  who  has  received 
leave  of  absence  for  a  tew  months  and  will  visit  this  country  early  in  the  summer 
reports  having  held  90  clinics  with  an  average  attendance  of  40  persons,  and 
that  each  of  these  clinics  was  opened  with  religious  exercises  conducted  either 
by  himself  or  one  of  the  teachers.  He  also  reports  650  professional  visits  mide 
to  residents  of  Latakiyeh  and  the  filling  of  4,500  prescriptions.  Dr.  Mooie, 
though  he  has  not  yet  been  in  Suadia  two  years,  and  has  not  yet  thoroughly 
acquired  the  language,  reports  having  made  83  visits  and  having  seen  or  pre- 
scribed for  420  patients  within  a  period  of  six  months.  We  give  these  figures  to 
show  the  opportunities  that  physicians  have  of  reaching  with  the  message  of 
eternal  life  many  who  would  not  otherwise  hear  of  the  Saviour,  and  as  demon- 
strating the  potency  of  this  arm  of  our  missionary  service. 

Only  one  other  thing  remains  to  be  noticed  in  connection  with  this  field,  tod 
that  is  the  alteration  that  the  Board  was  authorized  to  make  in  the  building  at 
Suadia.  These  repairs  were  completed  as  soon  as  practicable  and  have  con- 
tributed materially  to  the  comfort  of  the  mission  families  and  the  efficiency  of 
the  work  ;  $468.40  are  yet  needed  to  reimburse  the  temporary  investment  fond 
for  advances  on  this  account. 

Asia  Minor. — The  distracted  condition  of  Tarsus  Mission  is  well  known.  The 
Turkish  authorities  continue  to  oppose  the  work  and  display  an  almost  contempt- 
uous disregard  for  treaty  obligations,  opening  or  withholding  the  mails  of 
missionaries  and  seeking,  through  secret  emissaries,  to  obtain  information  in 
regard  to  their  private  affairs.  Correspondence  with  the  State  department  in 
reference  to  these  outrages  always  secures  a  respectful  reply.  Nothing,  however, 
is  done  to  relieve  the  pressure  of  opposition  and  vindicate  the  rights  of  mission- 
aries resident  in  Turkey.  The  explanation  seems  to  be  that  when  instruction 
are  sent  to  the  United  States  legation  at  Constantinople  to  act  in  a  certain  direc- 
tion, there  comes  back  to  the  government  a  misrepresentation  of  the  true  state 
of  affairs,  and  at  the  Fame  time,  as  secretary  Gresham  says,  counter  complaints 
are  preferred  by  the  Turkish  Ambassador  at  Washington.  These  complaints 
obviously  refer  to  the  two  girls  who  were  placed  in  the  Mersine  Boarding  School 
by  their  father  many  years  ago,  and  have  since  embraced  Christianity,  and  whom 
Dr.  Metbeny  righteously  refuses  at  the  bidding  of  Moslem  officials  to  surrender 
to  a  life  of  enforced  immorality. 

In  view  of  these  intolerable  annoyances  and  persecutions,  the  church  will  not 
expect  that  any  effective  work  has  been  done  in  this  field  during  the  past  year; 
and  yet  we  recently  received  a  modest  but  most  encouraging  statement  from  the 
mission  that  will  amply  repay  perusal.  While  it  was  necessary  to  close  all  oat- 
side  schools,  those  in  the  American  domicile  are  able  to  report  82  children  under 
instruction,  40  boys  and  42  girls.  These  schools  gave  employment  to  four 
teachers.  Two  other  teachers  labored  as  evangelists,  one  in  Adana  and  another 
in  Tarsus.  There  was  nothiug  to  interrupt  the  regular  preaching  of  the  word, 
the  Lord's  Supper  was  administered  in  January,  and  six  natives  were  added  to 
the  church.  There  are  now  forty-four  communicants,  including  the  mission- 
aries and  their  families. 

We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  a  medical  missionary  is  to  be  added  to  the 
working  lorce  in  this  field,  a  young  man  highly  spoken  of  for  his  talents  and 
Christian  character.  Dr.  S.  A.  S.  Metheny,  son  of  our  senior  missionary,  after 
a  few  months  spent  in  visiting  some  of  the  leading  hospitals  and  medical  institu- 
tions of  Europe,  will  enter  upon  work  in  Asia  Minor.  Miss  Willia  Dodds,  of 
this  mission  who  has  been  serving  in  Latakiyeh  as  a  substitute  for  Miss  Edgar 
during  her  visit  to  this  country,  will  return  home  in  the  summer,  her  health 
having  given  way  under  the  pressure  of  duty.  Miss  Lillian  B.  Joseph,  too,  who 
has  been  for  some  years  in  America,  finding  that  she  did  not  regain  her  former 
strength,  tendered  her  resignation  last  winter.  It  is  with  great  reluctance  that 
the  Board  parts  with  these  devoted  and  efficient  workers. 

Cyprus. — With  the  approval  of  the  Board,  Rev.  R.  J.  Dodds,  of  Mersine,  htf 
been  for  some  months,  and  is  at  present,  on  the  Island  of  Cyprus.  In  company 
with  our  licentiate,  M.  Daoud  Saade,  he  has  visited  many  places,  preaching  the 
g 08 pel  and  trying  in  many  ways  to  awaken  the  people  to  a  sense  of  their  need 
of  the  great  salvation.  Some  of  his  letters  have  been  published,  and  other* 
more  recently  received  show  the  importance  and  peculiarly  attractive  character 
of  this  island  as  a  field  for  evangelistic  effort.    In  one  letter  Mr.  Dodds  speaks 
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of  having  visited  fifteen  villages  in  the  vicinity  of  Larnaca,  where  he  found 

favorable  opportunities  of  preaching  the  gospel  to  good  assemblies   of  the 

rillagers  and  made  some  friends.      Incidents  that  are  always  welcome  in  the 

columns  of  a  missionary  magazine,  may  seem  out  of  place  in  an  official  report. 

And  yet  we  will  venture  to  relate  one  which  clearly  shows  the  hungering  of 

some  on  the  island  for  the  Bi  end  of  Life.    When  at  Pyla  one  day  our  missionary 

began  to  read  the  first  chapter  of  the  gospel  according  to  John.      "  There  were 

several  listeners,"  he  says,  "some  of  them  apparently  interested,  in  particular 

a  little  boy  about  seven  years  of  age,  who  crept  closer  and  closer  to  me  till  he 

was  at  my  side,  fixing  hungry  eyes  on  the  book.    When  called  to  dinner,  I 

banded  it  to  him  and  placed  him  beside  a  very  old  man  who  bad  been  listening 

to  the  reading  with  manifest  pleasure.    The  little  fellow  continued  to  read  to 

him  for  a  Quarter  of  an  hour."    Surprised  that  a  boy  so  young  could  read  so 

well,  Mr.  Dodds  gave  him  the  Testament  reminding  him  that  it  was  God's  book 

and  that,  if  be  were  taught  to  understand  it  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  it  would  be  the 

means  of  his  salvation  and  make  him  a  spring  of  blessing  to  others.      Who  can 

tell  the  results  that  may  flow  from  that  interview  ?      The  next  letter  reports  a 

visit  to  Nicosia,  the  capital  of  the  island,  and  about  twenty  miles  from  Larnaca. 

There  two  Sabbaths  were  spent  and  the  gospel  preached  in  ten  villages  during 

the  week.    Everywhere  these  brethren  met  with  a  kind  reception  and  the  message 

was  listened  to  with  an  unusual  degree  of  interest.     Surely  the  evangelist  must 

have  seen  fruit  of  his  labor,  when  he  could  say  at  the  close  of  one  day's  work, 

•'  I  went  out  weary  in  body  and  discouraged,  but  returned  rejoicing  and  praising 

God." 

The  church  will  certainly  let  slip  a  golden  oportunity  of  taking  this  historic 
island  for  Christ,  unless  arrangements  are  made  to  send  out  a  minister  and  a 
physician  without  any  delay.  To  encourage  immediate  action  it  may  be  said 
that  the  young  people  of  one  congregation,  who  have  already  expended  $1,700 
on  that  field  only  to  be  disappointed,  have  still  over  $3,000  in  the  bank  with 
which  they  are  ready  to  fulfill  their  pledge  and  pay  the  salary  of  an  ordained 
minister  for  a  term  of  years,  and  very  earnest  prayers  are  rising  out  of  their 
hearts  to  God  that  he  will  bring  Cyprus  to  confess  the  Saviour. 

China. — Attention  must  now  be  called  to  the  question  of  a  mission  to  China. 
As  soon  as  practicable  after  the  adjournment  of  last  Synod,  the  brethren  chosen 
as  missionaries  to  this  new  field  were  notified  of  their  election.  Mr.  Mclsaac 
declined,  assigning,  as  a  principal  reason,  his  deep  interest  in  the  work  at  Selma 
and  a  great  reluctance  to  leave  a  service  to  which  he  had  been  so  recently  set 
apart,  without  more  decisive  evidence  that  he  was  called  of  God  to  go  elsewhere. 
Elmer  McBurney  expressed  his  readiness  to  go  provided  that  he  could  have  a 
congenial  associate.  In  this  desire  he  had  the  fullest  sympathy  of  the  Board, 
and  the  secretary  opened  a  correspondence  with  a  young  minister  who  was 
known  to  be  possessed  of  a  missionary  spirit  and  an  intimate  friend  of  Mr. 
McBurney.  He  did  not,  however,  see  his  way  clear  to  say  that  he  would  go, 
and  the  Board  would  not  assume  the  responsibility  of  appointing  him,  unless  it 
were  indicated  in  some  way  or  other  that  he  felt  drawn  towards  that  form  of 
service.  Believing,  too,  that  it  would  be  very  inexpedient  to  send  ministers  to 
China,  when  the  country,  owing  to  the  war  with  Japan,  was  in  so  unsettled  a 
coudition,  it  was  agreed  to  let  the  matter  lie  over  until  the  meeting  of  Synod. 
Nor  has  the  Board  any  nomination  to  make.  The  man  whom  the  Holy  Spirit 
calls  will  go.  He  may  have  many  a  conflict  with  himself  before  he  reaches  a 
decision,  but  he  will  go ;  and  let  us  hope  that  no  one  will  be  allowed  to  go  who 
is  not  chosen  and  called  of  God. 

No  action  has  been  taken  in  the  choice  of  a  field,  further  than  to  correspond 
with  Dr.  B.  C.  Henry,  of  Canton,  who  has  for  many  years  been  closely  identified 
with  missionary  work  in  China.  He  has  named  three  centres  in  the  province  of 
Kwang  Tung  that  are  still  unoccupied  ;  Heung  Shan,  between  Canton  and 
Macao  ;  Tak  Hiug,  on  the  West  River,  and  the  district  of  Tsang  Shing  to  the 
east.  "The  advantage,"  he  says,  "  of  choosing  any  of  these  points  is  that  the 
missionaries  could  live  in  Canton  and  be  studying  the  language,  while  negotia- 
tions were  going  on  for  residence  in  the  interior."  Dr.  Henry  also  strongly 
recommends,  as  the  very  best  field  for  a  new  mission  in  Southern  China,  the  vast 
province  of  Yunnan.  "  Residence,"  he  says,  "  could  be  secured  in  the  town  oC 
Mengtsn,  where  there  is  a  custom  house  and  a  French  Con&otate,  ox  *fc  Nta* 
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provincial  capital  and  other  places.     It  borders  on  the  Ltu 
where  the  Presbyterian    Board   has  had  such  successful   wt 

We  would  like  to  have  the  Synod  express  its  judgment  i 
localities  should  be  selected,  or  name  some  other  point.  The 
inclined  to  insist  on  is  that  the  men  who  go  from  Ibis  chui 
occupied  territory  anil  open  new  ground. 

Before  leaving  this  question  it  is  needful  to  remind  the  frie 
mission  to  China,  that  the  new  enterprise  cannot  be  carried 
There  ai«  ouly  $4,408.65  in  the  treasury  for  tills  new  work,  at 
the  salaries  of  two  missionaries,  with  the  amount  needed  for 
expense  s.  there  will  not  be  a  large  balance.  Let  it  be  home 
congregation,  whose  representative  votes  to  send  a  miniate 
responsible  for  ils  full  share  of  the  money  appropriated  for  tl 

Finances. — This  naturally  leads  us  to  inquire  into  the  pre 
tion  of  the  missions.  At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  (Marcl 
was  overdrawn  to  the  extent  ol  $5,974.79.  Happily,  the  ti 
of  temporarily  invested  fundB  on  which  he  can  draw  to  ms 
for  the  lime  and  so  is  enabled  to  pay  the  laborers  their  wagef 
are  a  sacred  trust  ai  d  every  dollar  borrowed  from  them  Air 
be  repaid.  Tbe  income  rrom  all  sources  last  year  was  91 
$ iy, 2.14  65  the  year  before.  The  congregational  collections, 
revenue  that  can  be  relied  on  to  carry  forward  missionary  w< 
to  $0,046.65,  or  nearly  $1,500  less  than  were  given  the  previoc 
less  than  tbe  amount  contributed  In  1881,  fourteen  yean  age 
on  the  treasury  for  current  expenses  was  only  a  little  over  $1 
the  necessary  expenditure  of  last  year.  The  work  has  growl 
that  where  there  was  one  dollar  given  two  decades  ago  U 
dollars  given  to-day.  Only  for  the  gifts  of  a  few  generous  ; 
offerings  for  a  definite  term,  it  would  be  necessary,  instei 
working  force,  to  recall  some  of  the  laborers.  Having  Is 
figures  before  tbe  church  we  aak  the  usual  appropriation 
missions  now  in  operation,  and  $3,000  for  the  mission  to  Uhi 

Brlf -Support, — At  a  conference  of  mission  secretaries 
City  last  winter,  there  was  an  earnest  discussion  of  the  quel 
in  mission  churches.  It  is  tbe  opinion  of  men  who  have 
this  matter,  that  sufficient  prominence  is  not  given  in  mission 
question.  A  ciicular  has  been  prepared  and  will  be  sent  I 
represented  at  the  conference,  our  owu  among  the  number,  i 
converts  ate  urged  to  aim  at  the  support  of  a  native  mini 
spiritual  strength  aud  growth  iu  grace,  and  also  for  tbe 
countrymen  who  are  yet  in  ignorance  of  Christ  sod  his  gre 
is  a  lesson  that  certainly  needs  to  be  impressed  on  the  convet 

Mission  Phushytbkt. — Lastly,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  E 
has  come  when  what  is  known  as  the  Syrian  Commission 
dissolved  and  the  minister*  and  ciders  in  Syria,  Asia  Minor  a 
into  a  presbytery.  The  old  commission  exists  only  In  nami 
stantly  arising  on  tbe  fields  that  call  for  judicial  deli  heretic 
recommend  tbe  appointment  of  a  special  committee  to  cc 
and  report  at  this  meeting.  The  main  point  to  be  determii 
powers  of  that  court  and  the  missionary  organizations.  Ev 
carefully  adjusted  and  so  clearly  defined  as  to  prevent  frictio 

Uur  report  is  before  you.  In  view  of  all  the  failures  and 
and  triumphs  of  the  past  year,  we  desire  to  record  our  f; 
words  of  God  himself :  "His  name  shall  endure  forever; 
continued  as  long  as  the  sun  ;  and  men  shall  be  blessed  in  hi 
call  him  blessed.  Blessed  be  the  Lord  Qod,  the  God  of  Isr 
wondrous  things.  Aud  blessed  be  bis  glorious  name  forever 
earth  be  filled  with  his  glory." 

Respectfully  submitted  in  tbe  name  of  the  Bi 
R.  M.  Sokmkbvtllk,  Gorratp 
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P.  S. — Since  the  preparation  and  formal  transference  of  this  report  to  Synod, 
information  bus  been  received  from  Mersine  that  the  United  States  government 
jas  at  last  taken  effective  action  lor  the  relief  of  our  brethren  in  Asia  Minor. 
Hie  man-of-war  *' San  Francisco' '  reached  the  harbor  on  Monday,  April  22d, 
ind  as  soon  as  arrangements  could  be  made,  a  conference  was  held  at  Mersine  in 
be  presence  of  the  governor,  who  had  been  called  from  Adana  for  that  purpose. 
Ill  complaints  were  carefully  considered,  Consul  Gibson  firmly  maintaining  the 
ights  of  the  missionaries  who  were  completely  vindicated,  and  all  questions  in 
lispote  decided  for  the  present  to  their  entire  patifaction. — R.  M.  S. 

Report  of  the  Mission  of  the  Covenant  to  Israel— Philadelphia. 

Synod  at  its  meeting  Inst  year  having  inaugurated  mission  work  among  the 
Jews,  assigned  the  mission  in  Philadelphia  to  the  2d  congregation,  of  that  city, 
inasmuch  as  their  attention  had  been  laken  up  to  some  extent  in  this  line  of 
work.      The  session  promptly  took  steps  to  meet  the  responsibility.    Our  be- 
loved missionary  of  Asia  Minor,  Dr.  D.  Metheny,  having  procured  a  house  well 
located  for  this  work,  granted  the  use  of  the  building  to  the  session,  iree  of  rent. 
On  the  17th  day  of  July  the  mission  was  opened  with  an  interesting  meeting, 
and  the  work  began  with  earnest  addresses,  singing  psalms  and  offering  prayers, 
pleading  that  the  Lord  would  sustain  the  missionaries,  bless  their  labors,  and 
give  success  to  this  enterprise  ol  grace. 

Our  missionaries,  Mr.  Moses  Greenbeig  and  his  wife,  reside  in  the  building. 
They  have  devoted  themselves  with  unceasing  energy  to  the  work.  They  have 
borne  the  burdens,  and  met  the  difficulties  with  commendable  courage,  and  with 
prayer.  An  elder  attends  the  public  service  each  Sabbath,  whose  presence  gives 
encouragement,  and  has  its  effect  in  preserving  order.  The  Sabbath  School  and 
night  school  receive  helpers  from  the  young  people  of  the  three  churches.  The 
work  baa  been  carried  forwaid  with  regularity  and  growing  interest.  Yet  we  know 
tbe  fallow  ground  is  only  being  broken  up  and  the  seed  disappearing  under  the 
soil,  which  we  hope  will  grow  up  into  a  luture  harvest  of  souls  for  Christ. 

PUBLIC  SERVICES. 

Saturday,  (the  Hebrew  Sabbath),  at  four  o'clock  an  address  is  given  to  an 
audience  varying  from  ten  to  twenty- five.  The  company  listens  with  attention 
to  the  word  us  it  is  plainly  expounded  to  them. 

Sabbath,  at  four  o'clock  a  lecture  on  the  Messianic  parts  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment, or  in  the  gospels,  is  given  to  an  audience  of  the  same  size.  In  these  meet- 
ings the  people  in  general  are  orderly,  yet  they  are  not  without  some  disturbing 
elements. 

THE  SABBATH   SCHOOL 

The  Sabbath  School  is  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Hamilton  T.  Walker, 
and  has  done  good  work  steadily  through  the  yeaj.  It  meets  at  three  p.  m.,  hav- 
ing an  attendance  ranging  as  high  as  forty.  These  are  all  children  learning 
verses  of  the  Bible,  the  Lord's  prayer,  Psalms,  and  the  Ten  Commandments. 

THE  MIGHT  SCHOOL. 

This  is  conducted  three  nights  in  the  week.  The  pupils  are  nearly  all  young 
men,  desiring  to  leam  the  English  language.  They  come  in  numbers  above 
our  ability  to  furnish  teachers. 

THE  8EWING  SCHOOL, 

Mrs.  Greenbeig  has  had  from  the  begiunii.g  an  interested  class  of  girls  in 
sewing  aud  fancy  work.  The  class  meets  at  ti:30,  three  nights  in  the  week, 
and  continues  about  one  aud  a  half  hours.  The  number  attending  is  at  times 
more  than  twenty. 

THE   DISPEN8AKY. 

Three  physicians  have  been  giving  their  services  to  this  department,  Drs.  A. 
Caldwell,  S.  Badeer  and  S.  A.  S.  Metheny.  They  are  present  four  times  each 
week,  and  have  met  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  calls  for  their  service  at  the 
building,  besides  visiting  some  at  their  homes.  We  regret  the  loss  of  Dr.  S.  A. 
S.  Metheny,  yet  in  resignation  bow  to  the  authority  that  assigns  him  a  more  im- 
portant place. 
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THE  READING  ROOM. 

This  is  supplied  with  six  or  eight  weeklies  and  monthlies,  in  the  Jewish  lan- 
guage, embodying  rich  food  in  gospel  truth.  Each  day  a  number  of  persons 
are  present  enjoying  the  literary  repast,  which  to  them  is  evidently  pleasant 
We  hope  many  a  round  kernel  of  truth  will  find  a  hiding  place,  during  the  boor 
of  silent  perusal,  to  spring  up  some  other  day. 

VISITING   HOMES. 

Our  missionary  makes  visiting  the  people  at  their  homes  and  places  of  busi- 
ness an  important  part  of  his  work.  On  an  average  he  meets  fifteen  families 
each  day,  distributing  tracts,  Bibles  and  Testaments.  More  than  three  hun- 
dred Testaments  and  some  Bibles  have  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  those  who 
seem  to  be  willing  to  learn. 

THE  RE8ULTS  OF  THE  FIRST  TEAR. 

The  results  cannot  be  determined.  We  shrink  from  attempting  to  indicate 
them.  Should  we  mention  two  persons  baptized  into  the  glorious  trinity,  on  the 
profession  of  their  faith  in  Jesus,  a  number  of  inquirers,  classes  of  children  re- 
ceiving regular  instruction,  showing  increased  iutelligei.ce  in  the  Bible,  better 
sense  of  order,  and  more  cleanliness  of  person,  and  the  growing  influence  of  the 
missionaries  and  teachers,  all  this  would  be  but  a  small  part  of  the  work  which 
has  been  done,  or  of  the  results  expected.  The  tree  has  been  plauted  for  these 
hungry,  neglected,  perishing  people ;  it  is  spreading  its  roots,  and  sinking  then 
deep.  We  hope  many  will  find  shelter  under  it,  and  fruit  on  it,  for  their  salva- 
tion. Our  trust  is  in  the  Lord.  We  plead  for  the  prayers  of  the  church  for 
Israel,  entreat  the  Lord  to  accept  of  our  feeble  services  of  the  past  year,  sod  by 
his  Spirit  increase  our  diligence,  and  multiply  the  fruits  of  the  mission  io  the 
coming  year.  Respectfully  submitted,  by  order  of  the  session, 

J.  C  McFebtebs. 

Report  of  the  Oincinnati  Jewish  Mission. 

The  mission  to  the  Jews  in  Cincinnati  has  been  prosecuted  during  the  year 
to  the  best  of  our  ability.  Mr.  Meyer,  conscious  of  his  lack  of  theological  train- 
ing, felt  coustrained  to  go  to  the  theological  seminary.  This  left  us  during  his 
absence  at  great  disadvantage.  Since  his  return,  greatly  benefited  by  his  train- 
ing, he  is  doing  better  work  than  before.  We  are  not  expecting  great  results 
immediately.  The  work  like  every  missionary  undertaking,  has  its  difficulties; 
some  of  these  are  common  to  the  work  among  the  Jews  ;  some  are  peculiar  to 
Cincinnati.  Our  congregation  being  bin  all  and  weak  and  situated  in  the  midst 
of  a  field  calling  for  laborers  to  gather  the  harvest  of  peiisliing  souls  needs  the 
help  of  the  whole  church.  Cincinnati,  the  seat  of  the  Hebrew  union  college,  is 
headquarters  for  Reformed  Judaism  in  America.  This  class  of  Jews  is  largely 
made  upot  wealthy  and  aggressive  people  that  resist  Chiislian  work  among  their 
brethren,  and  that  have  a  strong  tendency  toward  unitariani6iii  and  infidelity. 
Their  organ,  The  Israelite,  often  assails  the  work  and  the  workers.  Two 
Hebrew  schools  for  child]  en  have  been  started  during  the  year  close  to  our 
church.  One  of  these  aims  to  reach  the  orthodox,  the  other  the  reformed  class 
of  Jews.  Those  that  come  to  our  mission  are  followed  up,  and  if  possible  are 
drawn  away  from  us.  We  are  learning  how  to  do,  in  the  wisest  way,  the  work 
that  God  has  laid  upon  us. 

Two  thing  seem  clear  to  us.  First,  we  feel  that  the  mutual  prejudice  between 
Jew  and  Gentile  must  be  removed.  Our  efforts  are  turned  largely  in  this  direc- 
tion. Second,  we  feel  that  we  must  reach  the  children.  For  this  reason  we 
have  undertaken  kindergarten  work,  and  aim  to  bring  children  into  the  Sabbath 
School.    We  are  also  using  the  sewing  school  for  girls  as  a  means  to  an  end. 

Our  Sabbath  evening  missionary  service  has  been  kept  up  during  the  year. 
Both  Jews  and  Gentiles  attend,  and  at  the  close  of  each  seivice  the  people  of  our 
congregation  welcome  in  a  friendly  way  all  strangers.  The  Jews  seem  to  en- 
joy these  meetings.  House  to  house  visiting  aud  disti  ibution  of  New  Testa- 
ments are  important  parts  of  the  work  to  be  done.  In  order  to  reach  mothers 
and  children  we  felt  the  necessity  of  a  lady  missionary.  This  we  have  at  last 
secured  in  Mary  Patterson,  of  Old  Bethel  congregation,  who  comes  to  us  highly 
recommended.    She  will  certainly  prove  an  efficient  arm  in  the  Master's  service. 
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We  have  been  greatly  encouraged  by  the  liberality  and  prayers  of  brethren  all 
>ver  the  church.  We  have  received  from  the  Central  Board  $500,  and  from 
private  donations  $413.64,  making  total  receipts  of  $913.54.  The  expenditures 
lave  been  $622.81.  The  liberality  of  the  past  year  encourages  us  to  enlarge  the 
rork  in  the  future  if  Synod  shall  favor  this  mission.  Through  our  schools  we 
each  about  twenty  children.  Through  public  meetings  we  reach  about  the  same 
lumber  of  adults.  Through  visitations  our  workers  reach  many  scores  of  the 
leacendanls  of  God's  ancient  people.  J.  C.  Smith,  Moderator  of  Session. 

The  Committee  on  the  Sabbath  reported.  The  report  was  accepted, 
.mended  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

Report  of  the  Oommittee  on  the  Sabbath. 

The  Christian  people  of  this  land,  are  called  to  diligence  in  the  proper 
>bservance  of  the  Lord's  day,  and  are  likewise  called  to  vigilance  in  the 
egal  protection  of  this  day  as  a  day  of  rest : 

1.     The  Sabbath  is  of  divine  appointment  in  recognition  of  the  right 

>f  God  to  our  time  and  service  ;  and  in  token  of  the  necessity  of  our  race 

to  a  day  of  rest.      Immediately  after  man's  creation,  God  instituted  the 

Sabbath.     The  record  reads:    *' And  on  the  seventh  day  God  ended  his 

work  which  he  had  made  and  he  rested  on  the  seventh  day  from  all  his 

work  which  he  had  made,  and  God  blessed  the  seventh  day  and  sanctified 

it."    The  word  sanctified,  meaning  that  he  had  set  it  apart  for  sacred  use. 

That  the  Sabbath  was  observed  from  this  time  forward,  is  evident  irom 

the  division  of  time  into  weeks,  witnessed  by  the  narrative  in  God's  word, 

as  well  as  by  profane  history  ;  also  proven  by  the  fact  that  when  the 

manna  was  given  to  the  children  of  Israel  in  the  wilderness,  the  people 

although  only  allowed  to  gather  on  each  day  sufficient  manna  for  food 

during  that  day,  yet  they  did  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  week  gather  a 

Ertion  for  the  Sabbath  and  when  the  rulers  of  the  people  consulted 
uses  in  reference  to  the  matter,  it  met  with  his  approval.  Notice  these 
two  important  facts  in  this  matter :  1st.  The  event  was  before  the  moral 
law  was  given  from  Mt.  Sinai.  2nd.  The  people,  before  that  their  rulers 
had  commanded  them,  made  preparation  for  the  proper  keeping  of  the 
Sabbath,  showing  that  in  the  past  the  Israelites  had  been  trained  to  keep 
the  Sabbath  holy.  Again  we  have  evidence  that  the  Sabbath  was  in- 
stituted before  the  giving  of  the  moral  law  by  the  fact  that,  in  the  fourth 
commandment  the  duty  of  keeping  the  Sabbath  is  introduced  by  the 
word  "  remember,"  directing  our  attention  to  the  Sabbath  as  a  day 
dready  appointed  to  be  kept  sacred. 

But  more,  we  recognize  the  perpetual  obligation  of  the  moral  law,  and 
he  fourth  commandment  finds  a  place  in  the  moral  law.  The  just 
uference  is,  that  its  obligation  is  as  perpetual  as  is  the  obligation  of  the 
'emaining  commandments.  And  this  truth  is  the  more  evident  from  the 
"act  that  the  reason  enforcing  the  observance  of  the  Sabbath,  viz: 
Sod  resting  on  the  seventh  day  and  his  sanctifying  the  Sabbath  day  is  a 
•eason  that  applies  not  to  one  nation  or  to  any  one  period  of  time,  but 
squally  applicable  in  all  nations  and  at  all  times.  From  this  time  on- 
ward the  Sabbath  day  was  the  sign  of  God's  covenant  relation  to  Israel, 
ts  proper  observance  was  followed  by  the  divine  blessing,  its  profanation 
caused  the  divine  displeasure  and  was  followed  with  his  chastisement, 
tt  is  equally  true  that  the  proper  observance  of  the  Lord's  day,  is  now 
i  sure  evidence  of  our  covenant  relation  with  Christ,  and  the  person  or 
he  nation  that  sanctifies  the  Lord's  day  receives  heaven's  VAe&svii^ ,  \n\\\\^ 
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Sabbath  profanation  leads  to  all  kinds  of  immorality  and  is  visited  with 
the  divine  rod.  The  prophet  Isaiah,  gave  us  a  very  practical  lesson  on 
the  proper  observance  of  the  Lord's  day.  We  are  not  permitted  to  follow 
our  own  ways,  to  find  our  own  pleasures  or  even  to  speak  our  own  words, 
but  we  are  enjoined  to  honor  Gud  on  this  day,  and  to  call  the  Sabbath  a 
delight.  The  Lord  Jesus  set  his  seal  to  the  perpetual  obligation  of  the 
Sabbath  when  he  taught  that  the  Sabbath  was  made  for  man,  not  one 
particular  nation  of  men,  but  for  man,  in  its  broad  application.  At  the 
same  time  he  asserted  authority  over  this  day  by  saying  that  ihe  "Son  of 
man  is  Lord  also  of  the  Sabbath  day."  The  Sabbath  day  belongs  to  God. 
He  has  given  us  six  days  for  our  own  employment,  but  he  reserves  to 
himself  the  right  to  say  how  the  Sabbath  shall  be  observed. 

2.  We  contend  for  our  Sabbath  because  that  man  needs  a  day  of 
Sabbath  rest.  It  has  been  demonstrated  beyond  dispute,  that  the  bodj 
and  the  mind  of  man  need  the  rest  of  the  Sabbath.  Men  who  rest  from 
toil  one  day  in  the  week,  will  perform  more  labor  in  the  year  than  those 
who  do  not.  Men  who  rest  from  toil  one  dav  in  the  week,  will  live 
longer  than  those  who  do  not.  The  like  observances  are  true  of  aniraak 
Even  machinery  needs  rest.  This  fact  is  witne.csed  both  by  Christian  and 
non-Christian  writers,  and  affords  proof  of  the  unerring  wisdom  as  wtllas 
the  benign  goodness  of  God  who  gave  the  Sabbath.  Even  now,  both  in 
Germany  and  in  France,  organizations  of  workingmen,  that  once  sought 
the  destruction  of  Sabbath  laws,  on  the  ground  of  personal  liberty,  are 
seeking  their  re  enactment,  as  a  means  of  protection  from  the  slavery  of 
greedy  corporations.  It  has  also  been  proven  by  testimony  of  men  in  all 
callings  of  life,  who  have  under  them  a  large  number  of  employees,  that 
we  derive  the  riches  and  benefit  from  the  Sabbath  by  its  observance  in 
a  religious  way  ;  for  those  employees  who  observe  the  day  as  one  of  mere 
carnal  pleasure,  attending  picnics,  going  on  excursions,  waiting  on 
pleasure  resorts,  return  to  their  employment  on  Monday,  ofientimes  more 
fatigued  than  they  were  when  they  quit  labor  on  Saturday  evening,  while 
the  rule  is  that  those  employees  who  wait  upon  the  ordinance  of  divine 
grace  on  the  Sabbath,  return  to  their  labor  on  Monday  morning  with  that 
renewed  vigor  that  is  helpful  to  them  throughout  the  week.  If  we  would 
receive  the  blessing  that  flows  from  God's  gilt,  we  must  use  the  gift  as  be 
has  directed. 

Man  has  a  spiritual  nature,  and  the  Sabbath  was  ins!ituted  for  the 
development  of  man's  spiritual  nature.  Under  the  old  dispensation  man's 
attention  was  called  to  the  sovereignty  of  God  in  creation ;  under  the 
new  dispensation  our  minds  are  directed  to  the  claims  of  Christ  upon  us 
flowing  from  his  redemptive  work.  And  as  the  Sabbath  is  the  type  of 
our  future  rest,  the  hope  of  the  soul's  future  blessedness  at  God's  right 
hand  stimulates  us  to  diligence  in  the  service  of  God  with  whom  we  j 
have  to  do;  and  we  are  helped  in  the  appreciation  of  the  supreme  im-  ' 
portance  of  soul  culture,  as  the  soul  will  scarcely  have  entered  upon  its 
existence  when  the  body  ceases  to  live.  The  proper  observance  of  the 
Sabbath  lies  at  the  very  basis  of  man's  temporal  and  his  eternal  well  being. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  a  number  of  contests  of  grave  im- 
portance in  maintaining  our  civil  Sabbath.  In  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
Sabbath  violators  have  struggled  hard  for  the  permission  to  open  theaters 
on  the  Lord's  day,  under  the  guise  of  sacred  concerts,  but  have  been 
defeated  by  the  earnest  and  prompt  efforts  of  the  Christian  people.    His 
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ixcellency  the'governor  of  the  State  espousing  in  public  the  cause  of  right 
There  is  hope  of  the  enactment  of  more  stringent  laws  in  the  defence  of 
he  Lord's  day,  in  the  Bay  State.  In  New  York,  the  saloon-keepers 
lave  struggled  for  the  legal  right  to  keep  open  their  places  of  business  on 
>abbath  afternoon,  but  the  Christian  people  have  rallied  to  the  support 
»f  the  law,  and  Sabbath  violators  have  been  again  defeated.  In 
^nnsylvania,  the  whole  force  of  the  Sunday  press,  has  been  employed  in 
rying  either  to  repeal  the  Sabbath  laws  of  the  State  or  to  render  them 
oid  by  contrary  legal  amendment.  The  result  has  been  very  un- 
uccessful.  There  has  been  very  progressive  Sabbath  work  in  this  State, 
even  conventions  in  sundry  cities  and  towns  have  been  held.  They 
iave  been  well  attended.  The  addresses  have  been  able,  logical  and 
criptural.  The  key  note  of  a  large  number  of  them,  as  well  as  of  the 
esolutions  adopted,  being  the  claims  of  God  and  his  Christ  upon  the 
lation  in  respect  to  the  proper  observance  of  the  Lord's  day.  It  is  safe 
o  say  that  if  the  Sabbath  question  in  this  country  will  be  settled  on  the 
•asis  of  the  addresses  delivered  at  these  conventions  and  the  resolutions 
emulated  and  adopted,  then  "it  will  do  much  to  determine  this 
iation '8  loyalty  to  Christ  and  our  King." 

We  note  that  in  addition  to  the  usual  activity  of  the  Women's  Chris- 
ian  Temperance  Union  in  the  maintenance  of  the  Sabbath,  there  was 
organized  during  the  month  of  February,  1895,  The  Women's  National 
fobbath  Alliance,  auxiliary  to  the  American  Sabbath  Union.  This  organi- 
sation with  its  high  aims  and  patriotic  principles  commences  its  career 
inder  the  most  favorable  auspices. 

We  notice  with  pleasure  also  that  the  California  State  Sabbath  Associa- 
tion through  the  efforts  of  our  brother  N.  R.  Johnston,  has  been  revived 
Hud  it  is  hoped  will  do  much  good  in  the  cause  of  Christ  in  that  State 
destitute  of  Sabbath  laws. 

There  are,  however,  many  things  in  our  country  that  cause  the  Chris- 
tian patriot  great  pain  in  review  of  the  Sabbath  question.  The  govern- 
ment of  our  country  continues  to  profane  the  Sabbath  day  in  its  public 
mail  service.  The  Congress  of  the  United  States  set  an  example  of 
Sabbath  violation  by  holding  its  closing  session  on  the  Lord's  day.  High 
officials  of  the  government  make  it  a  day  of  pleasure  and  ofttimes  of 
travel.  The  people  repeatedly  re-elect  to  office  men  who  have  been 
notorious  in  the  violation  of  the  Lord's  day. 

The  Sunday  paper  is  published  and  sold  in  increasing  numbers  on  the 
Lord's  day,  and  its  sensational  and  secular  news  is  read  by  a  large  number 
of  people. 

Corporations  conduct  their  business  without  opposition.  In  the  various 
iepartments  of  life  it  is  estimated  that  nearly  three  million  of  men 
engage  in  secular  work  on  the  Sabbath,  and  these  men  represent  eight 
nillion  of  people  who  do  not  keep  the  Sabbath.  Many  of  them  violate 
.he  Sabbath  against  their  own  protest.  Men  are  offered  their  choice 
fetween  Sabbath  labor  and  no  labor. 

Many  professed  Christians  take  the  afternoon  of  the  Sabbath  day  for 
ocial  visiting.  Professed  Christians  hold  stock  in  Sabbath-breaking 
orporations.  In  our  cities  Christians  reside  at  such  a  distance  from  the 
mctuary  that  they  are  compelled  to  patronize  the  car  service  or  the  livery 
&ble,  that  exist  for  pecuniary  gain  or  what  is  little  if  any  better,  make  a 
>ng  journey  by  foot  to  reach  the  sanctuary.     And  what  is  more  alarm- 
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ing  a  large  part  of  the  Christian  community  is  indifferent  to  Sabbath 
violation  or  to  the  removal  of  our  Sabbath  laws. 

We  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  We  owe  it  as  sacred  duty  to  God  and  as  a  solemn  obligation  to  our 
fellow  men  to  faithfully  witness  for  the  claims  of  our  God  as  to  the  proper 
obeervance  of  the  Lord's  day,  and  are  under  obligation  to  unite  with 
Christian  brethren  in  all  proper  methods  in  the  defence  of  our  civil 
Sabbath. 

2.  It  is  our  profound  conviction  that  if  the  Christian  main  tains  the 
civil  Sabbath  it  will  only  be  by  the  most  careful  observance  of  this  day 
as  a  day  of  bodily  rest  and  Christian  worship,  as  God  has  taught  in 
his  word,  secular  labor  of  all  kinds  and  social  enjoyment  being 
avoided. 

3.  We  would  earnestly  call  the  attention  of  laboring  men  to  the 
truth  that  the  only  safe-guard  they  have  to  their  day  of  rest  against 
the  greed  of  the  capitalist  is  the  divine  warrant  for  the  Sabbath  of  rest, 
and  we  call  upon  all  laboring  men  in  their  interest  of  a  rest  day  to  unite 
in  the  maintenance  of  the  Sabbath. 

4.  The  frequent  and  offctimes  subtle  attempt  to  blot  out  our  Sabbath 
statutory  laws  emphasize  the  necessity  of  proper  constitutional  guarantee 
for  our  Sabbath  laws  in  the  fundamental  law  of  our  land. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
J.  R.  Wylib, 
Samuel  McNaugher, 
W.  McFarland, 
John  Reed, 
Henry  Hogg, 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  reported  the  eighth  item  of  their 
report,  which  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 

Report  of  Committee  on  Nominations. 

The  committee  to  report  on  the  proper  relation  and  respective  duties  of 
the  Home  Mission  Board,  and  the  board  of  Sustentation  :  T.  P.  Stevenson. 
R.  M.  Sommerville  and  D.  McAllister,  ministers;  Andrew  Alexander 
and  Jas.  S.  Arthur,  elders.  J.  McCracken,  Chairman. 

A  collection  was  ordered  for  the  janitor. 

The  hour  of  adjournment  having  arrived,  the  time  was  extended 
forty-five  minutes. 

The  Committee  on  Church  Erection  and  Sustentation  reported.  The 
report  was  accepted  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

Eeport  of  Oommittee  on  Sustentation  and  Ohuich  Erection. 

The  Committee  on  Sustentation  and  Church  Erection  respectfully 
report : 

There  have  been  referred  to  us  the  reports  of  these  Boards,  also  the 
"  Petition  of  Seattle  Congregation  for  the  settlement  of  their  financial 
difficulty  incurred  in  the  erection  of  a  church." 

sustentation. 

The  following  matters  in  this  report  claim  attention : 
1.     The  inadequacy  of  the  means  provided  for  the  work  of  this  Board. 
$6,000  were  appropriated  tot  \\,  Vy  \%&\,&yM*L    Amount  for  distribution 
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$1,913.90,  paying  only  57.822  per  cent,  of  minimum  salaries  of  congrega- 
tions receiving  aid. 

2.  The  self-denying  labors  of  the  pastors  and  the  liberal  contributions 
of  these  congregations  for  the  support  of  the  church's  work. 

3.  That  notwithstanding  Synod's  caution  given  last  year  a  few  congre- 
gations receiving  aid,  contribute  liberally  to  the  schemes  of  the  church  to 
the  detriment  of  pastor's  salary. 

4.  The  distribution  of  the  fund  proposed  in  the  Board's  report. 

5.  The  expiration  of  the  terms  of  Rev.  R.  M.  Sommerville  and 
elder  Henry  O'Neill. 

We  recommend : 

1.  That  the  pastors  be  directed  to  press  the  claims  of  this  scheme 
upon  their  people,  and  all  our  congregations  be  urged  to  inform  them- 
selves from  the  report  of  this  Board  and  contribute  to  the  full  amount  of 
the  appropriation. 

2.  That  while  commending  the  liberality  of  congregations  receiving 
aid,  they  be  counseled  to  respect  the  first  claim  of  the  pastor's  salary  to  a 
just  proportion  of  their  liberality. 

3.  That  the  distribution  recommended  by  the  Board  for  this  year  be 
approved. 

4.  That  Rev.  R.  M.  Sommerville  and  elder  Henry  O'Neill  be  elected 
their  own  successors. 

CHURCH   ERECTION. 

This  report  shows  the  indebtedness  of  the  following  congregations, 
respectively  for  their  church  buildings : 

Kansas  City  has  a  debt  of %  2,500  00 

Seattle  "  "    3,182  00 

Topeka  "  "    2,100  00 

East  End  "  "    10,000  00 

Denver  "  *  *    

That  of  Seattle  will  be  reduced  by  $1,000  when  the  way  is  clear  to 
receive  the  Board's  appropriation. 

That  of  Topeka  will  be  reduced  by  $1,000. 

The  amount  in  the  treasury  can  remove  but  a  small  part  of  this 
burden. 

Realizing  that  these  congregations  are  crippled  in  their  work  by  this 
indebtedness  and  believing  that  the  growth  and  extension  of  the  church 
depends  largely  on  the  success  of  the  work  of  this  Board,  we  recommend  : 

1.  That  pastors  and  sessions  make  an  earnest  effort  to  have  the  full 
amount  of  the  appropriation  raised. 

2.  That  in  cases  where  the  amount  of  indebtedness  does  not  imperil 
the  title  for  security  to  the  Board  for  the  amount  of  their  investment,  we 
recommend  that  they  pay  over  the  amount  appropriated. 

The  petition  of  the  Seattle  congregation  : 

That  this  petition  which  calls  for  action,  belongs  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance  to  which  it  was  also  referred  by  Synod. 

However,  we  commend  this  congregation  to  the  favorable  consideration 
of  Synod  for  their  relief.  Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  W.  Dill, 
Isaiah  Faris, 
J.  C.  B.  French,  J-  Committee. 
James  Scott,  V 

J.  S.  Cannon.         ) 
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Report  of  Boards  of  Church  Erection  and  Sustentation, 

CHURCH   ERECTION. 

In  pursuance  of  Resolution  of  Board,  passed  June  23,  1893,  and  printed  in  our 
last  report,  certificates  to  raise  building  funds  were  continued  with  the  follow- 
ing congregations,  or  their  accredited  representatives  :  Kansas  City,  Brooklyn, 
Seattle,  Topeka,  Denver.  In  addition,  East  End  applied  for,  and  received  cer- 
tificate during  the  past  year.  These  congregations  have  used  various  methods 
for  raising  money  and  have  been  fairly  successful. 

CHURCH   BUILDING. 

Clarinda :  This  congregation  erected  a  house  of  worship  during  the  year. 
They  pulled  down  the  old  structure  in  September,  and  had  the  new  one  com- 
pleted by  Thanksgiving.  Ii  is  36  by  56  feet,  has  pulpit-alcove,  gallery,  small 
class-rooms  with  folding  doors  into  the  main  room.  Seating  capacity  400.  The 
remarkable  and  commendable  feature  of  the  work  is  that  with  the  exception  of 
$112  contributed  by  Blanchard,  the  Clarinda  congregation  built  the  church,  and 
had  a  small  balance  in  the  treasury.  The  cost  was  $2,043.  The  Board  com- 
mends this  spirit  of  self-help.  The  opening  services  were  conducted  by  Revs. 
Josiab  Dodds,  J.  R.  Wylie  and  J.  A.  Thompson.  This  house  of  God  is,  in  ao 
an  important  sense,  a  monument  to  their  beloved  pastor,  Rev.  David  McKee,  now 
entered  into  rest.  Elder  J.  B.  Caskey  writes:  "We  have  been  wonderfully 
blessed  in  our  efforts  to  build  a  house  of  worship.  When  in  September,  the 
building  was  commenced,  it  seemed  as  though  the  '*  hot  winds  "  were  destroying 
our  crops,  and  adverse  circumstances  were  against  us.  Yet  it  seemed  that  the 
people  had  a  mind  to  work,  and  were  inspired  with  a  determination  to  go  on  and 
trust  the  Head  of  the  church  who  controls  the  hearts  of  his  people  as  well  as 
the  elements  of  nature.    The  result  has  been  united  effort  and  complete  success." 

Beaver  Falls :  A  chapel  on  Patterson  Heights  was  erected  last  autumn  by 
this  congregation.  The  opening  services  were  at  close  of  the  year.  Immedi- 
ately thereafter,  the  building  was  burned.  Another  has  just  been  completed  on 
the  same  site. 

Kansas  City :  At  our  last  report,  this  congregation  had  a  debt  of  $3,000. 
They  collected  during  the  year  $890.  Including  interest,  but  deducting  cash  on 
hand,  their  present  debt  is  $2,500.  They  struggle  under  the  burden,  and  should 
receive  generous  assistance. 

Seattle:  At  our  last  report,  they  had  a  debt  of  $3,132.  At  meeting  of 
Board  held  in  June,  1894,  $750  were  appropriated,  "to  be  paid  when  the  treas- 
urer is  satisfied  as  to  title."  At  meeting  September  11,  1894,  an  additional 
appropriation  of  $250  was  made — $1,000  in  all.  Collected  by  themselves  during 
the  year,  $238.29.  A  mortgage  falls  due  on  August  1st.  They  are  struggling 
to  meet  it.  Brother  McDonald  writes:  "The  needed  amount  for  meeting  our 
mortgage  is  coming  in  very  slowly.  We  are  trusting  and  trying,  but  it  is  some- 
times very  discouraging.  It  would  be  a  hard  blow  to  our  work  here  not  to  be 
able  to  meet  our  obligations  ;  or  to  give  up  our  regular  services  to  go  cauYass- 
iug  for  money.' J 

Topeka:  More  than  a  year  ago  this  congregation  bought  and  paid  for  lots  in 
good  location  in  the  city  of  Topeka.  Hoping  to  move  Burdette  church,  they 
applied  for  and  received  the  Board's  equity  in  the  same.  On  further  considera- 
tion, however,  the  moving  of  the  building  was  abandoned,  and  efforts  are  being 
made  through  Dr.  Coulter  to  sell  the  church  and  aid  Topeka  with  the  funds  from 
said  sale.  Meantime,  Topeka  congregation  have  the  basement  of  their  church  com- 
pleted and  plans  for  the  superstructure  ready.  Its  general  dimensions  will  be  37 
by  55,  including  lecture  room  14  by  18.  They  will  need  to  complete  their  building 
$2,100.  Their  application  to  your  Board  tor  $1,000  was  granted  at  meeting  May 
24th  ult,  on  condition  that  they  go  out  of  debt  and  satisfy  the  treasurer  of  the 
Board  that  title  is  good.     They  raised  during  the  year  $611.75. 

Brooklyn:  At  our  last  report,  their  debt  was  $1,000.  On  June  29th,  J8H 
the  Board  appropriated  $400,  on  condition  that  they  go  out  of  debt.  Tbey 
raised  during  the  year  $638.74,  thus  cancelling  their  debt.  This  congregation 
with  trying  experiences  in  the  past,  has  secured  a  pastor,  worship  with  thanks- 
giving in  their  own  church,  and  look,  under  the  blessing  of  God,  for  an  era  of 
prosperous  work. 
Kant  End:    Accordiug  to  vovw  "Bow^^'\^qx\sv^Uou^  East  End  congregation, 


895.]  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church.  213 

fter  using  available  resources,  will  have  a  debt  of  $10,000.  Tbey  collected 
tiring  the  year  $20.  Partly  in  view  of  collection  ordered  by  the  Synod  for  this 
wgregation,  your  Board  have  made  no  appropriation  to  East  End. 
Denver  congregation  reports  that  they  have  received  for  their  church  from 
11  sources  from  January  1st,  1394  to  April  1st,  1895,  $458.86.  Spirited  and  willing, 
ley  are  gradually  working  off  their  debt. 

Treasurer's  Report  shows : 

Receipts  from  all  sources $1,713  03 

Balance  per  last  report 2,429  88 

Total- $4,142  91 

Disbursements. 
Irooklyn $   400  00 

On  hand  this  date $3, 742  91 

In  addition,  congregations  with  certificates  to  raise  funds,  have  collected 
uring  the  year  $3,496.38.  This  will  be  secured  to  Church  Erection  Treasury 
s  money  paid  by  the  Board  and  as  having  passed  through  its  hands. 

Whole  amount  for  Church  Erection $7,639  29 

Congregational  collections  are  a  little  in  advance  of  last  year,  and  other 
ources  have  yielded  a  larger  income;  all  of  which  it  is  gratifying  to  your  Board 
>  report. 

Thankful  for  interest  in  this  scheme,  your  Board  believe  that  efforts  should  be 
lade  to  have  larger  collections  than  heretofore.  $6,000  could  be  used  in  carry  - 
lg  forward  this  important  work. 

8U8TBNTATION. 

The  need  of  Sustentation  was  never  more  clearly  seen  and  more  forcibly 
mphasized  than  at  this  time.  Crops  in  many  localities  were  short.  In  some 
actions,  they  failed  altogether.  Business  depression  continued.  The  cold  of  the 
/inter  was  unusually  prolonged  and  severe.  While  anxieties  and  burdens  have 
alien  on  all  the  people,  the  ministry  have,  in  not  a  few  instances,  had  special 
rial.  In  year  ending  April  30th,  1894,  nearly  fifty  per  cent,  of  our  ministers  fell 
elow  the  minimum  salary  for  country,  towns  and  cities  respectively.  It  is  probable 
hat  statistics  for  church  year  ending  April  30th,  1895,  will  show  a  still  larger  per 
ent.  below  the  minimum.  These  ministers  are  deserving  of  special  commendation, 
ome  sought  preaching  elsewhere.  A  few  were  released  from  pastoral  charge,  the 
ongregations  being  unable  to  pay  a  living  salary.  But  for  the  most  part,  the 
bepherd  abides  with  the  sheep,  feeding  the  flock  of  Qod,  enduring  for  Christ's 
ike. 

These  things  are  mentioned  by  your  Board,  not  for  the  purpose  of  parading  the 
acri  rices  of  the  Lord's  ministers,  but  to  press  the  need  of  Sustentation,  and  the 
pport  unity  such  scheme  gives  to  the  church  to  come  to  the  help  ot  these  servants 
I  Christ.  "The  workman  is  worthy  of  his  meat."  What  encouragement  for 
oung  men  to  enter  the  ministry  if  they  must  be  knocked  about  "from  pillar  to 
ost "  and  force  which  should  be  used  in  the  Lord's  work  must  be  turned  into 
iread- winning  channels.  Fifteen  thousand  dollars  from  the  Lord's  treasury 
ould  not  be  better  used  than  in  bringing  salaries  up  to  the  minimum. 

Collections  this  year  have  been  smaller  than  usual,  owing  no  doubt,  to  "  the 
imes."  Interest  on  the  Gregg  Bequest  partly  supplies  the  deficiency.  Also,  as 
he  treasurer  was  closing  his  accounts,  a  contribution  of  $500  was  handed  to  him 
rom  an  earnest  and  sympathetic  friend  of  the  ministry.  Your  Board  have, 
herefore  nearly  $200  above  last  year  for  distribution,  or  $1,913.90.  This  your 
foard  with  thanksgiving  report.  No  applications  were  received  from  Syracuse 
nd  Lochiel.    Cedarville  however  applied. 

Mansfield  applied  for  time  their  tormer  pastor  labored,  viz:  to  January  1,  1895. 
Phey  fell  far  short  according  to  rules  given  for  guidance  of  your  Board. 

Tabor,  referred  by  Board  to  last  Synod,  again  applied.  They  had  paid  at  rate 
oly  of  $3  12  per  member  to  salary.  Synod  gave  4< limited  discretion"  in  such 
ases  as  Tabor  and  Mansfield.  Acting  on  such  discretionary  power,  your  Board 
appropriated  $50  to  each  of  these  congregations  for  aid  to  pastor's  salary. 

Exclusive  of  the  two  mentioned,  nine  congregations  receive  aid.      Adjusting 
listribution  according  to  minimum  and  deficit  in  each  case,  U\e  &\\*\&\i\&\Xo\i. 
Treasury  will  pay  57.822  per  cent,  of  deficit  to  salary  iu  congrega&oii*  fe\>\^p&^ 
s  per  following  table : 


214 


Minuten  of  Vie  Synod  of  the 


[July  &  Aug. 


■ 
0 

=  2 

i 

s 

• 

• 

>> 

« 

a  • 

COHOHKGATIONS. 

• 

e 

X) 

a 

S 

te  of  To 
ntrlbnti 

Is 

3  o 

.3 

9 
•** 

• 

"3 

Ei 

12 

58 

© 

&6 

$19  72 

ac 

$4  05 

£ 

<3 

*> 

d2 

$1,145 

$    235 

$    600 

$10  34 

$    400 

$23129 

Sterling,  Kan  . . 

47 
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51 
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195  45 
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42 
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242$ 

Hickory  Grove.. 

48 
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2  83 
13  98 
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8  33 

400 

231  30 

Nine  Congs.. 

$8,151 

$16  47 

$1,880 

$4,663$  9  49 

$  3,187 

$1,813  90 

50  00 

Tabor 

50  00 

$  1,913  90 

From  these  statistics,  the  liberality  of  these  congregations  is  brought  into  view. 
Cedarville  is  worthy  of  special  mention,  paying  at  rate  of  $25.54  per  member. 
However,  a  congregation  which  pays  all  told,  $1,354,  should  pay  their  pastor 
more  than  $625,  and  should  not  ask  the  church  to  pay  a  salary  deficit  of  $37& 
It  is  being  liberal  to  the  schemes  at  expense  of  the  work  at  home,  which  ta 
neither  commendable,  nor  right.  Other  congregations  are  in  similar  situation. 
We  instance  Lisbon,  which  paid  $211  to  schemes  and  which  asks  the  church  for 
$200  to  aid  them  in  paying  their  pastor. 

In  closing,  your  Board  express  their  appreciation  of  the  church's  interest  io 
this  scheme,  and  would  recommend  that  an  appropriation  of  $6,000  be  made  to 
sustentation,  and  with  the  hope  that  greater  effort  be  made  to  raise  the  whole 
amount. 

The  time  for  which  Rev.  R.  M.  Sommei  ville  ard  elder  Henry  O'Neill  were 
elected  has  expired,  and  their  places  should  be  filled. 

The  secretary  and  Rev.  R.  M.  Sommerville  were  appointed  to  represent  the 
Board  on  the  Moor  of  Synod.    Respectfully  submitted, 

Jambs  Kennedy,  President. 
F.  M.  Foster,  Secretary. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  reported.  The  report  was  received  and 
taken  up  item  by  item  for  adoption.  Items  1,  2,  3,  4  and  5  were 
adopted. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  6th  item,  the  court  took  recess,  to 
meet  at  7.30  o'clock.     Prayer  by  elder  H.  M.  Johnson. 


EVENING  SESSION. 

Synod  convened  at  the  appointed  hour,  and  was  opened  with  prayer 
by  W.  J.  Coleman. 

A.  Kilpatrick  and  C.  Clyde  were  granted  leave  of  absence  in  time 
for  the  9.50  train  to-night. 

The  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  was 
resumed.  The  report  was  amended,  aud  adopted  as  a  whole,  and  is  as 
follows : 
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Report  of  Oommittee  on  Finance. 

e  Committee  on  Finance  would  respectfully  report : 
The  following  papers  were  placed  in  our  hands : 

Report  of  Synod's  Board  of  Trustees. 

Report  of  John  T.  Morton,  Treasurer  of  Board  of  Trustees. 

Reports  of  Walter  T.  Miller :  Church  Erection  Fund,  Sustenta- 
Foreign  Mission  Fund,  Suadia  Building  Fund,  Boys'  Industrial 
)1  Fund,  Suadia  Building  Fund  No.  2,  Estate  of  Mrs.  Ann  Spence, 
e  of  Rev.  D.  McKee,  Beattie  Children  Fund,  Fund  for  the  Mission 
lina,  Temporary  Investment  Foreign  Mission  Fund,  Literary  Fund. 

Report  of  Foreign  Mission  Board. 

Report  of  Cen.ral  Board  of  Missions. 

Report  of  Mission  Conference. 

Reports  of  Presbyteries. 

Report  of  Jewish  Mission  at  Philadelphia. 

Report  of  Jewish  Mission  at  Cincinnati. 

Report  on  National  Reform. 

Report  of  Synod's  Financial  Agent  of  National  Reform. 

Paper  from  Rev.  James  Patton  concerning  graded  supplements  to 
•egations. 

Request  from  East  End  Congregation  for  help  in  paying  its  church 

Paper  from  R.  M.  Downie  concerning  the  itemizing  and  printing 
e  accounts  of  Synod's  Treasurer  and  the  Treasurer  of  the  Central 
d. 

Paper  of  R.  M.  Downie  concerning  reduction  of  salary  of  Synod's 
surer. 

Resolution  to  transfer  amount  from  the  Estate  of  W.  Jordan  from 
>wment  to  Current  Expense  Account. 

Petition  from  Seattle  Congregation  for  the  settlement  of  its  finan- 
lifficulties. 

Complaint  of  Dr.  H.  H.  George  against  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

Report  of  Board  of  Church  Erection  and  Sustentation. 
e  reports  on  finance  are  in  excellent  shape,  and  we  recommend  their 
cation.  The  thanks  of  the  Synod  are  due  to  John  T.  Morton,  W. 
iller,  D.  Chesnut,  and  D.  McAllister  for  the  neatness  and  accuracy  of 
papers,  The  accounts  of  J.  T.  Morton  and  W.  T.  Miller  come  to 
gularly  audited,  and  we  have  audited  and  found  correct  the  report  of 
[cAllister. 

Concerning  the  Items  referred  to  us  in  the  report  of  the  Board  of 
;ees,  we  recommend  the  following : 

That  the  action  of  the  Board  in  the  distribution  of  the  Princeton, 
ina,  congregation  donation  be  approved. 

If  the  3d  New  York  congregation  be  found  by  the  Board  to  be  the 
cial  successor  of  the  late  1st  New  York  congregation,  that  the  3d 
York  congregation  be  directed  to  settle  in  full  the  Board's  claim  for 
2st,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent.,  on  funds  called  in  by  the  Board  and 
id  to  the  1st  New  York  congregation. 
That  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  two  dollars  ($202)  accruing 
the  sale  of  the  Rushsylvania  church  property  be  paid  into  the  Church 
tion  Fund. 
That  inasmuch  as  the  Central  Board  has  directed  t\ve  o^cuvfc^ofc  *• 
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new  branch  in  the  Indian  Mission,  and  new  buildings  will  be  needed,  we 
recommend  that  the  $685.45  of  a  balance  in  the  Indian  Mission  Building 
Fund  be  retained  in  that  fund  to  be  used,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Board,  in  the  erection  of  any  needed  buildings. 

5.  Concerning  the  small  debt  of  $884.89  of  the  Geneva  College  Build- 
ing Fund,  Synod  directs  an  extension  of  five  years'  time  for  its  payment; 
the  first  four  annual  payments  to  be  each  two  hundred  dollars,  and  the 
final  and  fifth  payment  to  be  the  balance  of  the  debt  remaining  unpaid ; 
and  the  treasurer  is  hereby  instructed  to  make  the  charges  of  the  amounts 
indicated  to  Geneva  College  Current  account  annually  until  the  debt  and 
interest  be  fully  paid. 

6.  Synod  directs  the  East  End  congregation  to  give  as  security  to  the 
Board  of  Trustees  a  mortgage  on  their  church  property,  dating  from  June 
1 ,  1895,  for  $2,375  ;  the  same  being  a  book  account  claim  for  a  cash  out- 
lay made  by  the  Board  during  the  continuance  of  the  legal  difficulties 
before  the  property  was  awarded  to  the  East  End  congregation. 

7.  The  following  appropriations  are  recommended  from  the  Superan- 
nuated Ministers'  Fund : 

J.  Dodds $  400  00 

J.  Galbraith 400  00 

J.  J.  McClurkin •  250  00 

J.  R.  Baird 25000 

R.  Stewart 250  00 

8.  The  following  persons  are  recommended  for  a  share  from  the  Fund 
for  Widows  and  Orphans  of  Deceased  Ministers : 

Mrs.  W.  F.  George $  200  00 

Mrs.  J.  R.  Lawson 200  00 

Mrs.  D.  G.  Thompson 250  00 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Wylie 250  00 

Mrs.  W.  W.  McMillan 250  00 

Mrs.  Lydia  French 200  00 

Mrs.  Laura  Speer 250  00 

Mrs.  James  Love 200  00 

If  the  fund  is  not  sufficiently  large  to  meet  these  appropriations,  a  pro 
rata  division  of  the  money  available  shall  be  made. 

9.  That  the  Synod  approves  of  the  proposed  co-operation  of  the 
Women's  Missionary  Society  of  the  Pittsburgh  Presbytery  with  the  Cen- 
tral Board  and  the  Church  in  the  matter  of  a  Widows  and  Orphans  and 
Aged  Peoples'  Home ;  and  commend  this  society  and  any  others  through- 
out the  church  who  may,  with  the  approval  of  Synod  or  the  Board,  join 
them  in  this  laudable  enterprise,  to  the  liberality  of  persons  in  the  church 
and  elsewhere. 

10.  We  recommend  that  the  $100  of  the  Eliza  McCrory  bequest  shall 
go  to  the  current  account  of  the  Syrian  Mission. 

11.  That  no  specific  action  be  yet  taken  by  Synod  concerning  the  Mrs. 
Mary  Lingo  bequest. 

12.  That  the  Mrs.  Ann  Moore  bequest  be  disposed  of  as  follows :  $100 
to  Foreign  Mission  Current  Account,  and  the  balance,  $59.53,  be  credited 
to  the  Southern  Mission  Current  Account. 

13.  That  the  Peter  Dermond  bequest  be  credited  as  follows :  $100  to 
Foreign  Mission  Current  Account,  and  the  balance,  $174,  to  the  Domestic 
Mission  Current  Funds. 

14.  That  the  Mrs.  Lizzie  M.  and  John  C.  McKinney  bequest  be  cred- 
ited to  the  current  funds  of  \tafc  S&xjAksni  wvd  Foreign  Missions. 
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15.  That  the  thanks  of  Synod  are  hereby  tendered  to  the  unknown 
friend  in  New  York  City  tor  the  gift  to  Geneva  College  of  $1,000;  to 
Mrs  Eda  8.  McKee,  widow  of  J.  R.  McKee,  of  honored  memory,  of  $1,000 
as  a  memorial  for  her  husband ;  and  to  Mrs.  Rebecca  Brown,  of  Phila- 
lelphia,  for  her  two  liberal  donations  of  $9,214  and  $1,840  respectively. 

III.  Concerning  the  action  of  the  Missionary  Conference,  we  recom- 
mend : 

1.  That  if  Rev.  P.  J.  McDonald  accept  the  call  to  Seattle  congrega- 
tion, his  salary  be  supplemented  by  the  Central  Board  to  the  extent  of 
1500,  this  supplement  to  decrease  $100  each  year. 

2.  That  if  Rev.  W.  C.  Allen  accept  the  call  of  Washington  congrega- 
tion, his  salary  be  supplemented  by  the  Central  Board  for  three  years ; 
$200  for  the  first  year,  $150  for  the  second,  and  $100  for  the  third. 

3.  That  $250  be  appropriated  to  explore  and  cultivate  the  mission  field 
in  Southern  California. 

4.  That  $150  be  appropriated  for  mission  work  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Seattle,  Wash. 

5.  That  $800  be  appropriated  to  Kansas  Presbytery;  for  College 
Springs,  $150 ;  for  Holmwood,  Superior  and  Beulah,  as  one  field,  $450, 
and  for  Tabor,  $200. 

6.  That  N.  B.  &  N.  S.  Presbytery  receive  $300,  of  which  $100  is  to 
aid  in  paying  expenses  of  supplies  in  St.  John  and  Barnesville,  and  $200 
for  Cornwalbs  and  Horton  congregation. 

7.  That  New  York  Presbytery  receive  $650,  of  which  $150  is  for 
West  Hebron  and  $500  to  aid  Brooklyn  congregation. 

8.  That  $150  be  appropriated  to  Rochester  Presbytery  for  Syracuse 
congregation. 

9.  That  Ohio  Presbytery  receive  $100  for  Muskingum  &  Tomica. 

10.  That  Pittsburgh  Presbytery  receive  $800 ;  $400  to  supplement  the 
salary  of  the  East  End  paste  r,  and  $400  for  other  weak  congregations. 

I V.  Concerning  the  paper  of  Rev.  James  Patton  relating  to  graded 
supplements  to  congregations,  we  recommend  that  no  change  be  made  in 
the  present  method. 

V.  We  recommend  that  the  Central  Board  grant  $600  to  the  East 
End  congregation  for  the  coming  year  to  aid  in  paying  the  interest  on  its 
church  debt. 

VI.  In  view  of  the  pressing  circumstances  and  most  earnest  efforts  of 
the  congregation  of  Seattle,  we  recommend  that  the  $1,000  already  prom- 
ised on  certain  conditions  by  the  Board  of  Church  Erection,  be  paid  for 
the  cancellation  of  the  mortgage  on  the  church,  due  in  August  of  this 
year;  and  that  the  same  Board  loan  to  this  congregation,  to  apply  on 
bond  of  Miss  Jennie  Trimble,  an  additional  $1,000,  for  a  time  to  be  agreed 
upon  between  the  Board  and  congregation. 

VII.  That  the  reports  of  the  various  treasurers  of  Synod  shall  be 
itemized  as  to  disbursements  and  printed. 

VIII.  That  for  the  present  no  reduction  be  made  in  the  salary  of 
Synod's  treasurer. 

IX.  Concerning  the  resolution  to  transfer  amount  from  the  estate  of 
W.  Jordan  from  the  endowment  to  current  expense  account,  we  recom- 
mend that  no  action  be  taken. 

X.  Concerning  the  complaint  of  Dr.  H.  H.  George  against  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  we  recommend  :     Inasmuch  as  it  appears  evident  that  $500 
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of  the  S1,000  granted  last  year  to  East  End  congregation  was  intended 
for  the  pastor's  salary,  and  inasmuch  also  as  Dr.  George  has  received 
from  certain  sources  in  the  congregation  $150  more  than  the  salary  doe 
him  from  the  congregation,  that  $350  of  the  $1,000  appropriated  last  year 
be  returned  to  the  complainant. 

XI.  That  the  clerk  of  Synod  cast  the  unanimous  ballot  for  the  selec- 
tion of  Messrs.  Samuel  McNaugher,  John  T.  Morton  and  James  McAleer 
as  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

XII.  We  recommend  the  following  appropriations  for  the  schemes  of 
the  church  : 

Aged  Ministers'  Fund $  1,500 July,    1st  Sabbath.] 

Fund  for  Mini8ter8,  Widows,  etc 1,500 Aug.,  1st  Sabbath. 

Domestic  Mission C./J....    6,000 Sept,  1st  Sabbath. 

Library  Fund .<.. ?.....       500 Sept,   3d  Sabbath.] 

Chinese  Home  Mission -?••$•••    2,000 Oct.,     1st  Sabbath. 

Indian  Mission 3..C. .    2,000 Oct,     3d  Sabbath. 

Southern  Mission ...V.W^r.    5,000 Nov.,   1st  Sabbath. 

Jewish  Mission +.p./..J..    2,000 Nov.,    3d  Sabbath. 

Foreign  Mission .....0.2./..  15,000 Dec,    1st  Sabbath. 

National  Reform S.A'..T7iCj..    7,000 Jan.,    1st  Sabbath. 

Testimony  Bearing f....X<;.£ 4,000 Feb.,    1st  Sabbath., 

Theological  Seminary T 1,500 Feb.,     3dSabbatM 

Church  Erection j^a 6,000 Mar..   1st  Sabbath. 

Sustentation a/.V. 6,000 April,  1st  Sabbath. 

Students' Aid  Fund 7.G 1,000 May,    1st  Sabbath. j 

These  appropriations  are  in  no  instance  higher,  but  in  some  instance! 
lower,  than  those  of  last  year ;  and  as  these  sums  are  all  needed  in  the 
various  departments  of  the  church's  work  as  she  strives  for  the  advance- 
ment of  our  Redeemer's  kingdom,  pastors  and  other  officers  are  urged 
to  do  all  in  their  power  to  persuade  their  congregations  to  contribute 
liberally  that  the  full  appropriations  be  made  up. 

XIII.  Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Trustees  be  instructed  to  report 
at  the  next  meeting  of  Synod  what  moneys,  if  any,  now  in  the  invested 
funds  of  the  church  for  mission  purposes,  si: stentatiDn  and  church  erection, 
can  be  transferred  to  the  current  expense  account  of  those  objects  without 
doing  injustice  to  the  wishes  of  the  donors,  and  also  the  previous  action 
of  Synod. 

XIV.  That  the  treasurer  of  the  Literary  Fund  be  instructed  to  pay 
$60  to  treasurer  of  Pan-Presbyterian  Council  as  our  portion. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

T.  H.  Acheson, 
D.  H.  Coulter, 
P.  H.  Wylie, 
W.  Dougherty, 
J.  B.  Caskey, 

Report  of  Treasurer  of  Synod. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  1, 1895. 
To  Vie  Moderator  and  member*  of  Synod  of  Vie  Reformed  Presbyterian  Chvrtk 
of  Noi'th  Ameriea,  to  meet  in  the  Reformed  Presbyterian   Church,   Denier, 
Col,,  June  6JA,  1895. 
Dear  Brethren :    Herewith  find  my  third  annual  report  as  Treasurer  of  "IT* 
Trustees  of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  of  North  America," 
embracing  the  business  from  May  12tb,  1894,  to  May  1,  1895,  which  has  been 
audited  by  a  committee  of  said  Board  of  Trustees  whose  certificate  is  attached. 

A  dividend  of  five  and  one- half  per  cent,  on  $258,759.49,  of  the  invested  funds 
amounting  to  $14,231.76,  has  been  declared  by  the  Board  out  of  the  actual  cask 
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■e?enue  received  and  credited  to  the  Interest  Account  during  the  year,  and  the 
salance  of  the  year's  earnings,  $1,103.88,  carried  to  credit  of  Contingent  Account, 
3j  order  of  Board. 

The  net  revenue  from  the  David  Gregg  Real  Estate  Endowment  for  the  year 
^mounted  to  $5,433.97  and  has  been  distributed  (as  shown  in  that  account)  in 
accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  donor. 

One  thousand  dollars  was  given  (credited  June  28th,  1894),  through  the 
'resident.  Rev.  W.  P.  Johnston,  D.  D.,  to  Geneva  College  Endowment,  by  a 
riend  of  the  college  in  New  York  City,  (who  desires  that  his  name  be  not  made 
roblic  for  the  present),  on  condition  of  a  free  scholarship  in  the  institution  duT- 
Qg  his  life  time. 

One  thousand  dollars  was  given  January  25th,  1895,  to  Foreign  Mission  Endow- 
lent  by  Mrs.  Eda  McKee  as  a  memorial  to  her  late  husband,  James  R.  McKee, 
srenue  for  the  present  to  be  used  in  a  special  part  of  the  foreign  field. 

A  number  of  bequests  have  been  received  during  the  year,  viz  : 

Mrs.  Lizzie  M.  McKinney  and  John  C.  McKinney,  Centertown,  Mercer  County, 
**.,  through  8.  R.  McKinney,  executor,  viz :  $500.00  for  Southern  Missions 
Dd  $500.00  for  Foreign  Missions.  John  C.  McKinney  died  in  1883,  willing  his 
loperty  to  his  wife  Elizabeth  M.  McKinney,  and  making  her  his  executor.  In 
Deordance  with  private  conditions  of  her  husband's  will  and  in  compliance  with 
is  request,  she  willed  these  amounts  to  our  church. 

Peter  Dermond,  of  Coulterville,  111.,  James  Walker,  executor,  through  Rev. 
►.  8.  Paris,  $274.00  for  missionary  purposes. 

Mrs.  Ann  Moore,  Slippery  Rock,  Pa.,  (who  died  about  nineteen  years  ago, 
Storing  her  estate  to  a  sister  during  her  life),  per  W.  J.  Morrison,  executor 
nd  trustee,  $159.53  for  Home  and  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Presby- 
Bxian  Church. 

Mrs.  Mary  Lingo,  Parkston,  Hutchinson  county,  South  Dakota,  $150.00  on 
ccount  of  her  bequest,  per  W.  H.  Lyon,  (her  son).  Executor. 

Mrs.  Eliza  McCrory,  Clarinda,  la.,  per  D.  G.  McKee,  Executor,  $100.00  to  be 
ised  in  Syrian  field  of  Foreign  Missions. 

Mrs.  Rebecca  Brown,  (widow),  a  resident  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  member 
>f  First  Philadelphia  Reformed  Presbyterian  congregation,  (Rev.  T.  P.  Steven- 
ion,  D.  D.,  pastor),  made  a  large  donation  of  personal  property  to  the  church, 
which  as  per  accounts  designated  as  Nos.  1  and  2  amounts  to  $11,054.12.     She 
bad  contemplated  doing  this  previous  to  the  meeting  of  1894  Synod  in  Second 
Beformed  Presbyterian  church,  Philadelphia,  and  made  transfer  of  the  secur- 
ities shortly  after  its  adjournment.     The  church  is  to  pay  her  during  her  life  an 
annual  sum  (in  semi-annual  payments)  as  interest ;  at  her  death,  a  portion  of 
her  gift  goes  to  the  Endowment  Funds,  and  the  larger  part  for  Current  use  of 
various  items  of  church  work. 
Mrs.  Brown  was  born  in  the  parish  of  Qlendermot,  Deny  County,  Ireland, 

May  12th,  1812.  Rev.  Alexander  Brittin  was  her  pastor  there.  She  came  to 
Philadelphia  in   1842  and  connected  with  the  First  Reformed  Presbyterian 

congregation,  then  under  the  pastorate  of  the  late  James  M.  Willson,  D.  D., 

tod  is  now  entering  upon  the  fifty-third  year  of  her  membership  in  that  congre- 
gation. She  has  been  a  widow  for  many  years,  dependent  upon  her  own 
mources  ;  had  but  one  child,  a  son,  who  died  in  his  twenty- fourth  year.  She  has 
evidenced  her  business  ability  and  economy  in  managing  affairs  of  others  as 

irdl  as  her  own  in  early  life  ;  has  always  been  a  thorough  Covenanter,  and  by 
Iter  noble  gift  shows  her  faith  and  interest  in  her  church  and  its  work,  as  well  as 
the  wisdom  of  being  her  own  executor. 

Conditions  upon  which  bequests  and  donations  have  been  given  will  appear  in 
toll  in  report  of  Secretary  of  the  Board,  D.  Chestnut,  Esq. 

The  salaries  of  the  professors  in  the  Theological  Seminary  and  Geneva  College 
iare  been  paid  in  full  to  June  1,  1895. 

The  church  has  cause  for  profound  gratitude  to  her  Head,  in  the  fact  that  not- 
withstanding the  financial  difficulties  through  which  the  country  has  been  pass- 
ing, she  has  been  protected  during  the  year  from  any  loss  on  her  investments,  and 
jhts  been  favored  with  an  increase  of,  and  good  success  in  collecting,  the  revenues 
derived  therefrom  ;  and  also  for  the  gifts  and  bequests  of  her  membership  and 
Others,  to  aid  in  carrying  forward  the  work  committed  to  her  charge. 

Respectfully  submitted,  John  T.  Morton,  Treasurer. 
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NATIONAL  REFORM  ACCOUNT. 
Summary  He  port  of  D.  McAllister  for  the  Year  Ending  June  7, 18U5. 

Receipts. 

Balance  from  last  year $      113 12 

Collected  by  Secretary  Weir $   541  G7 

by  Secretary  H.H.George 390  14 

by  Secretary  T.  P.  Stevenson 1,244  fiO 

by  J.  R.  Dill 226  12 

by  Secretary  Kimball 112  70 

by  G.  I.  Wilson 16  71 

Sent  directly  to  treasurer 1,606  51     4,138  35 

$4,2Hfl 
Expenditures. 

Paid  Secretary  Weir,  salary  and  expenses $1,116  67 

Secretary  Stevenson,  salary  and  expenses 1,292  50 

Secretary  George,  salary  and  expenses,  including  expenses 

of  helpers 692  02 

Secretary  Kimball 276  38 

J.  R.  Dill 226  12 

G.I.Wilson 16  71 

rent  of  offices  in  Philadelphia  and  Allegheny 158  50 

to  Christian  Statesman,  subscriptions  anugratuitous  distrib'n  85  50 

A.  W.  Stevenson,  balance  due 85  00 

bills  of  printing 116  25 

discount,  expressage,  postage,  etc.,  etc*. 43  27     4,058  92 

Balance  on  hand,  June  7, 18U5 192  55 

$4,251^ 


FOREIGN  MISSION  FUND. 

To  balance,  overdrawn  per  report  of  this  date $  1,792  63 

paid,  Myers  Shinkle  &  Co.  for  printing 9  75 

for  cablegram  to  Dr.  Metheny 1 41 

account  salaries,  account  Miss  L.  McNaughton,  paid  American 

Baptist  Publication  Society 1 00 

mission  expense,  Tarsus,  stg.  bill  £100 487  39 

mission  expense,  Latakiyeh,  £94  3s.  of  stg.  bill 458  # 

shipping  expenses,  Vernon  H.  Brown  &  Co.,  freight 6  61 

mission  expense,  Tarsus,  stg.  bill  £100 487  21 

salaries,  account  J.  M.  Balph,  M.  D.  Cosmopolitan, 2  22 

mission  expense,  Latakiyeh,  £102  12s.  2d.  of  stg.  bill 500  00 

travelling  expenses,  Dr.  Foster  &  family,  N.  Y.  to  New  Castle,.  60  00 

freight,  per  S.  S.  Etruria 15  62 

P.  O.  money  order  to  Peoples  Bros.,  £5  10s 27  W 

salaries  account  Rev.  J.  S.  Stewart — New  York  Observer 3  01 

— W.  J.  Demorest 2 :0 

salaries  account  J.  M.  Balph,  M.  D.,  Century  Co 2  39 

travelling  expenses,  Dr.  Foster,  to  Merkle  &  Co.,  custom  house 

charges 6 16 

travelling  expenses,  Miss  Edgar,  custom  house  charges 19 17 

mission  expense,  Latakiyeh,  dft.  J.  M.  Balph 49  00 

J.  T.  Morton,  account  salaries  of  Dr.  Metheny 120  53 

Rev.  K.  J.  Dodds 39  38 

account  salaries,  Miss  J.  B.  Dodds— Equitable  Life 73  60 

travelling  expenses  Miss  Edgar,  cartage 12  39 

mission  expense,  Tarsus,  stg.  bill  £100 467  70 

salaries,  account  Miss  M.  B.  Edgar,  balance  due 123  08 

sal.,  ac.  Miss  L.  McNaughton,  remitted,  Emma  McNaughton..  50  00 

salaries,  account  Bev.  J.  S.  Stewart,  Christian  Nation 2  00 

Rev.  J.  S.  Stewart,  Funk  &  Wagnalls  Co 2  50 

Dr.  Metheny,  H.  O'Neill  &  Co as  58 

Dr.  Metheny,  paid  him 75  00 

medical  supplies,  Tarsus,  Bullock  &  Co 109  iW 

mission  expense,  Latakiyeh,  stg.  bill  £100 487  1!* 

for  printing  circulars,  John  T.  Morton,  treas 9  00 

account  medical  supplies,  Tarsus,  Bullock  &  Co W  77 

salaries,  account  Dr.  Metheny,  Nesslage,  Colgate  &  Co 137  76 

salaries,  account  Miss  M.  R.  Wylie,  H.  O'Neill  &  Co 6  7$ 

shipping  expenses,  freight,  H.  O'Neill  &  Co 1  on 

salaries,  Dr.  Metheny,  H.  O'Neill  &  Co 70  iff 
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aid  shipping  expenses,  Vernon  H.  Brown  &  Co.,  freight $  17  83 

salaries,  Dr.  Metheny,  S.  B.  Donaldson 102  60 

W.  M.  Moore,  M.  D.,  Thompson  Moore 300  00 

salaries,  account  Miss  J.  B.  Dodds— Dr.  Sommerville 6  20 

"        "         »    _^John  T.  Morton,  treas 6  00 

«       "         "    —Rev.  Josiah  Dodds 15  00 

travelling  expenses  A.  Foster,   M.  D.,  remitted,  Rev.  R.  J. 

Dodds,  £10  of  stg.  bill 48  09 

mission  expense,  Cyprus,  salary  of  D.  Saade,  £52  of  stg.  bill. . . .  262  95 

mission  expense.  Tarsus,  £16  4s.  6d.  of  stg.  bill 81  42 

salaries,  Dr.  Metheny,  £17  0b.  4d.  of  stg.  bill 82  83 

mission  expense,  Latakiyeh— John  A.  Dodds,  £40 194  90 

"               "             "              stg.bill£100 487  39 

salaries,  Tarsus,  stg.  bill  £100 487  39 

Latakiyeh  and  Suadia,  stg.  bill  £200 974  78 

Miss  McNaughton— Miss  E.  McNaughton 30  00 

Rev.  J.  Boggs  Dodds— Mrs.  J.  R.  McKee 30  00 

Miss  £.  M.  Sterrett,  passage  to  Liverpool 75  00 

J.  M.  Balph,  M.  D.-Jobn  A.  Dodds,  £55 311  41 

Miss  W.  A.  Dodds— John  A.  Dodds 100  00 

shipping  expenses,  V.  H.  Brown  &  Co.,  freight 10  08 

mission  expense,  Latakiyeh,  stg.  bill  £100 486  30 

salaries,  Miss  E.  M.  Sterrett,  Nesslage,  Colgate  &  Co 98  00 

Miss  McNaughton— Miss  E.  McNaughton 20  00 

mission  expense,  Latakiyeh  and  Suadia,  stg.  bill  £115  2s 529  31 

salaries,  Miss  M.  R.  Wylie- Rev.  J.  R.  Wylie 50  00 

—Mrs.  L.A.Wylie 10  00 

mission  expense,  Latakiyeh,  stg.  bill  £100 485  00 

Tarsus,  stg.  bill  £100 485  00 

shipping  ex  penses,  draft  Peoples  Bros.  £0 13s.  6d 324 

freight,  per  Campania 11  61 

mission  expense,  Latakiyeh,  H.  O'Neill  &  Co 100  79 

salaries— H.  O'Neill  &  Co 224  13 

—Rev.  R.  J.  Dodds,  draft,  £10 48  70 

shipping  expenses.  Peoples  Bros.,  £12 59  04 

medical  supplies,  Parke,  Davis  &  Co 125  01 

shipping  expenses,  freight,  per  Umbria 10  22 

salaries,  Latakiyeh  and  Suadia,  stg.  bill  £170 826  02 

Miss  L.  McNaughton— Presbyterian  Board 2  34 

J.  Boggs  Dodds— A.  Alexander 10  30 

•<           «      —New  York  Life  Ins.  Co.. 75  00 

mission  expense,  Latakiyeh,  £69  9s.  8d.  of  stg.  bill 338  75 

remitted  special  contributions  £24 16s.  2d.  of  stg.  bill 120  32 

mission  expense,  Tarsus,  £98  19s.  6d.  of  stg.  bill. 481  89 

salaries,  account  Rev.  R.  J.  Dodds— Mrs.  A.  P.  Wylie 10  70 

shipping  expenses,  P.  O.  money  order  £6  3s.  2d.,  Peoples  Bros..  30  29 

salaries,  Miss  M.  B.  Edgar,  £50 243  50 

for  typewriting 3  00 

account  shipping  expenses,  freight,  per  Lucania 5  14 

salaries,  account  Dr.  Moore,  H.  O'Neill  &  Co 43  64 

Rev.  J.  B.  Dodds,  H.  O'Neill  &  Co 10  44 

shipping  expenses,  inward  freight 1  16 

salaries,  account  Rev.  R.  J.  Dodds— A.  Dodds,  £5 24  35 

Miss  McNaughton— Miss  D.  McNaughton 20  00 

—Mary  E.  Bell 11  00 

—Rev.  W.  W.  McMillan 10  00 

shipping  expenses,  freight 1  48 

salaries,  account,  Rev.  J.  S.  Stewart— C.  J.  Love 75  00 

mission  expense,  Latakiyeh,  £89  14s.  8d.  of  stg.  bill 436  39 

special  cont.  L.  M.  S.  Hopkinton  £10  5s.  4d.  or  stg.  bill 50  00 

snipping  expenses,  freight,  per  Ansonia. 5  12 

salaries,  account  Rev.  J.  S.  Stewart,  H.  O'Neill  &  Co 7  50 

Dr.  Balph— R.  P.  and  Covenanter 3  39 

mission  expense,  Latakiyeh,  stg.  bill  £100 488  39 

Tarsus,  stg.  bill  £102  7s.  7d 500  00 

salaries,  Dr.  Moore— Thompson  Moore 150  00 

—Miss  I).  McNaughton 10  00 

salaries,  Rev.  R.  J.  Dodds— Miss  A.  P.  Wylie 2  02 

J.  W.  Pratt  &  Son,  printing 4  50 

salaries,  account  Miss  McNaughton— Dr.  Sommerville 5  20 

— Pres.  Board 4  55 

mission  expense,  Latakiyeh,  £91  of  stg.  bill 444  39 

special  cont  students  Geneva  College,  £9  of  stg.  bill.'. 44  00 

salaries,  account  Dr.  Balph,  Peoples  Bros.,  £3  0s.  Id 14  75 
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To  paid   shipping  expenses.  Peoples  Bros.,  £3  3s.  2d $  15 

mission  expense,  Tarsus,  £102  7s.  of  stg.  bill 500 

salaries,  Miss  McNaughton — Ladies  Home  Journal 1 

— R.  Matcheson ltt 

salaries,  Miss  E.  M.  Sterrett— vas.  cont 41 

Arthur  Foster,  M.  D.— Stephen  Merritt S 

mission  expense,  Latakiyeh,  stg.  bill  £100. 4# 

Salaries,  Miss  McNaughton—  Petersons  Magazine 

Miss  M.  B   Wylie— Dr.  Sommerville 

— Miss  M.  A.  Sterrett 8 

— Rev.  H.  £as8on 1 

—Peoples  Bros.,  £3  9s.  2d 1 

salaries,  Miss  J.  B.  D odds— Miss  C.  West 

— Rev.  J.  Dodds 1 

salaries,  Miss  E.  M.  Sterrett— Miss  M.  A.  Sterrett 1 

for  knitting  needles 

for  printing,  Geo.  N.  Nesbit  &  Co 

mission  expense,  Latakiyeh,  £37 

— A.S.Tutell II 

— Miss  Easson ' 

travelling  expenses,  Dr.  Balph  and  Miss  Dodds  £100 4t 

salaries,  Latakiyeh  and  Suadia,  stg.  bill  £250 1,2: 

Tarsus,  stg.  bill  £220 1,0! 

Miss  McNaughton — Miss  E.  McNaughton 1 

shipping  expenses,  freight,  per  Servia 

mission  expense,  Tarsus,  £100  3s.  6d.  of  stg.  bill 4* 

salaries,  Dr.  Balph,  Turkish  consul  fees 

Dr.  Bsdph-^ohn  A.  Dodds.  £45 21 

Miss  W.  A.  Dodds— John  A.  Dodds,  £20 i 

mission  expense,  Tarsus,  stg.  bill  £100 4i 

Latakiyeh,  £78 13s.  9d.  of  stg.  bill 3 

cont.  of  Slipperv  Rock  children  £8  lis.  6d.  of  stg.  bill * 

salaries,  Miss  Edgar 11 

Dr.  Balph— Cosmopolitan 

Miss  McNaughton— Ladies  Home  Journal 

shipping  expenses,  freight,  per  Lucania 

f23,H 
Cr. 
By  contributions  to  date  as  follows — 

From  congregations $6,04<>  il5 

Sabbath  Schools  and  missionary  societies 3,031  23 

individuals  and  bequests 3,104  71 

Synod's  Board  of  Trustees,  interest  on  invested  funds  1,905  02 

Contributed  for  Tarsus 1,012  00 

mountain  schools 542  50 

salary  of  pastor's  missionary 6iH  00 

Contributed  for  salary  of  Dr.  Moore W2  20 

Miss  J.  B.  Dodds 140  00 

17,10 

Balance  overdrawn 5,1^ 

$23,143 
SUSTENTATION  FUND. 

Cr. 

By  balance $  1,731 

contributions  to  date  from  individuals v> 

Sabbath  Schools  and  missionary  societies..  21 

congregations i*j 

dividend  from  Synod's  Board  of  Trustees  on  one  share  D.  Gregg  bcq'st  $ 

Dr. 

To  payments  made  by  order  of  Board  of  Sustentation  to  the 

following  parties : 

Rev.  Wm.  McFarland $  80  11 

Rev.  J.  R.  Latimer 76  ill 

Rev.  R.  B.  Cannon,  D.  D 160  22 

Rev.  Isaiah  Faris t  ll(>  <« 

Rev.  E.  M.  Coleman 200  2T> 

Rev.  S.R.Wallace 291  58 

Rev,  R.  J.  Gault 200  26 

Rev.  G.  R.  McBurney 157  01 

* 
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Rev.  T.  J.  Allen $     200  26 

Rev  R.  C.  Allen 120  16 

Rev.  D.  C.  Faris 128  17 

$1,731  90 
To  balance  carried  down 1,915  90 

S3  647  80 
FOREIGN  MISSION  FUND.  ' 

Receipts, 

Prom  congregations $  6,046  65 

Sabbath  School*  and  missionary  societies 3,031  23 

individuals  and  bequests 3,104  71 

dividend  by  Synod's  Board  of  Trustees  of  int.  on  invested  funds. .  1,905  02 

contributions,  specially  lor  Tarsus 1,012  00 

mountain  schools 542  50 

salary  of  pastors'  missionary 694  00 

salary  of  Dr.  Wm.  M.  Moore 692  20 

salary  of  Miss  Jennie  B.  Dodds 140  00 

Total  receipts $  17,168  31 

Expenditures. 

ror  salaries $  8,118  12 

mission  expense,  Latakiyeh 5,698  39 

Suadia,  estimated  but  included  in  remit- 
tances to  Latakiyeh 800  00 

Tarsus 4,174  07 

Cyprus,  estimated  but  included  in  remit- 
tances to  Tarsus,  and  covering 

part  of  previous  expenses 800  00 

Cyprus,  direct  remittances 262  95 

travelling  expenses,  Dr.  J.  M.  Balph  and 

Miss  W.  S.  Dodds  homeward 721  20 

shipping  expenses 193  46 

medlcaTexpenses,  Tarsus 174  67 

Latakiyeh 97  29 

Suadia 27  72 

cablegrams  and  small  expenses 26  41 

special  contributions  remitted 256  20 

•  $21,350  48 

Excess  of  expenditures  over  receipts 4,182  17 

Amount  overdrawn  as  per  report  3d  April,  1894 1,792  62 

Leaving  amount  overdrawn  at  this  date $5,974  79 

FOREIGN  MISSION  FUND— TEMPORARY  INVESTMENT. 

Cr. 

5y  balance,  per  last  report  of  this  date $    6,429  75 

amount  transferred  by  order  of  Synod  from  the  estate  of  D.  McKee.         300  00 
"  "  •'  "  Mrs.  Ann  SDence.      1,841  76 

cash  from  Synod's  Board  of  Trustees,  bequest  of  Mrs.  Ellen  E.  Gibson      3,692  85 
cash  from  estate  of  Mrs.  Ann  Spence — an  additional  amount  per  Hugh 

Cheyne,  trustee 5  53 

interest  to  date  at  3  per  cent : 

$8,500,  3  months $    63  75 

$2,500,  2  months 12  50 

$6,200,7  months 108  50         184  75 

Balance  now  on  hand $12,500  64 

CHURCH  ERECTION  FUND. 

By  contributions  of  individuals  to  date $     64  50 

congregations  to  date 956  72 

Sabbath  Schools  to  date 3  00 

Total  contributions ,.  $1,024  22 

»y  interest  on  note  taken  in  sale  of  Eckley  church  property.  .7.  11  30 
proceeds  of  sale  of  Sylvania  church  property  and  interest. . . .  128  25 
dividend  on  invested  funds  from  Synod's  Board  of  Trustees.  187  00 
dividend  on  one  share  D.  Gregg  bequest  from  Synod's  Board 

of  Trustees 362  26 

Total  receipts  other  than  contributions 688  81 

balance  as  per  last  report 2,459  88 

$4,142  91 
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Dr. 
To  amount  appropriation  paid  to  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  congregation 400  00 

Balance  carried  down $  3,742  Si 

SUADIA  BUILDING  FUND. 

Dr. 
To  balance  overdrawn  per  last  report $     863  09 

Cr. 
By  contributions  to  date : 

from  individuals , $  453  50 

congregations 25  50 

Sabbath  Schools  and  missionary  societies 122  61 

balance  overdrawn 26144     986305 

SUADIA  BUILDING  FUND,  No.  a. 

Dr. 

To  paid,  for  part  of  stg.  bill  £50— Brown  Bros.,  &  Co.,  say.  £50. .  $   243  60 

amount  paid  Dr.  Moore  by  Miss  Cunningham 18  87      1262(7 

Cr. 

By  contributions  through  Miss  Cunningham $     18  87 

various  contributions  to  date 36  64 

balance  overdrawn 206  96      $362(7 

BOYS'  INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL  FUND. 

Cr. 
By  cash  from  Women's  Society,  of  Pittsburgh  Presbytery $        1 W 

Dr. 
To  amount  included  in  remittance $        1 00 

ESTATE  OF  MRS.  ANN  SPENCE. 

Cr. 
By  balance  per  last  report  of  this  date $   1,9(1  To 

Dr. 
Transferred  to  temporary  investment  account  by  order  of  Synod 1,841 76 

ESTATE  OF  REV.  D.  McKEE. 

Cr. 
By  balance  per  report  of  this  date $     300  00 

Dr. 
Transferred  to  temporary  investment  account  by  order  of  Synod $     300  00 

THE  BEATTIE  CHILDREN  FUND. 

Cr. 

By  balance  per  last  report  of  this  date $  3,229  01 

interest,  one  year,  5  per  cent 161  45    $3,390  (6 

Dr. 

To  remitted  Miss  Julia  L.  Beattie  at  different  dates $     30000 

balance  carried  down 3,0«J0  46    $3,300  (6 

FUND  FOR  THE  MISSION  TO  CHINA. 

CV. 

By  balance  per  report  of  this  date $  3,717  93 

cash  from  bequest  of  Miss  Susan  McMillan S00  00 

various  contri  tuitions  to  date 42  00 

interest,  one  year  5  per  cent 148  72 

Balance  now  on  hand $   4,4(P  65 

LITERARY  FUND. 

Dr. 

To  balance  overdrawn  as  per  last  report $     924  40 

cash  paid  for  rent  of  box,  Safe  Deposit  Co.,  Allegheny,  for 

Synod's  papers 3  00 

cash  remitted  by  order  of  Synod  to  W.  K.  Hippie,  treas., 
proportion  of  Western  Section  Presbyterian  Alliance- 
due  froniR.  P.  Church 60  00      $987*0 

Cr. 

By  cash  from  sale  of  Psalters  per  Rev.  B.  M.  Sommerville $     225  00 

Testimonies,    Books    of    Discipline    and 

Memorial  Volume 4  60 

balance  overdrawn  carried  down 757  80      $1*7* 
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JEWISH  MISSION-PHILADELPHIA. 
Receipts. 

vidual  contributions $  813  35 

gregational  contribution* 176  65 

ral  Board  of  Missions 500  00 

es  Missionary  Society 119  80 

.  S.  C.  E 10  00 

>ath  Schools 7  11 

rellaneous 26  89    $1,653  80 

Disbursements. 

ionary's  salary $  470  00 

rations,  in  building  and  furniture 362  22 

)lies  for  Sabbath  and  night  schools — 

library  and  dispensary 238  18 

Jharity 250  00 

Taxes  for  1894 ; 50  28 

las  bill 9  75 

miscellaneous 55  97 

Balance  in  treasury 217  40    $1,653  80 


GENERAL  ENDOWMENT  ACCOUNT. 

nee $274,814  49 

jived  during  the  year,  Theological  Seminary.. $  341  33 

Geneva  College 1,015  00 

J  as.  K.  McKee,  Memo. 

for  Foreign  Mission 1,000  00        2,356  33 

Ellen  £.  (Robert)  Gibson  Endowment: 
Amount  received  during  her  life,  carried  on  books  as 
endowment,  ordered  by  Synod,  1894,  to  Current 
Mission   Accounts,   which  corresponds  with  be- 
quests mentioned  in  her  will,  as  interpreted  by 

Synod $    1,380  00 

Balance 275,790  82 


$277,170  82     $277,170  82 
GENEVA  COLLEGE  ENDOWMENT. 

nee $107,694  36 

,}  gift  of New  York  City,  per  President  W.  P.  Johnston 1,000  00 

i 15  00 


Balance $108,709  36 

THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY  ENDOWMENT. 

nee $  59,198  80 

5ipts 341  33 

Balance $  59,540  13 

STUDENTS'  FUND  ENDOWMENT. 

nee,  same  as  last  year ..$  14,666  51 

FOREIGN  MISSION  ENDOWMENT. 

nee,  same  as  last  year $  34,636  67 

DOMESTIC  MISSION  ENDOWMENT. 

uce,  same  as  last  year $  25,383  02 

SOUTHERN  MISSION  ENDOWMENT. 

nee,  same  as  last  year $    3,780  13 

CHINESE  MISSION  ENDOWMENT. 

nee,  same  as  last  year $       100  00 

AGED  MINISTERS'  ENDOWMENT. 

nee,  same  as  last  year $    6,700  00 

CHURCH  EXTENSION  ENDOWMENT. 

nee,  same  as  last  year $    3,400  00 

JAMES  R.  McKEE  MEMORIAL  ENDOWMENT. 
For  Widows  and  Children  of  Deceased  Ministers, 
oce,  same  as  last  year $    2,000  00 

18 
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IOWA  PRESBYTERY  ENDOWMENT. 
Balance,  .same  as  last  year $      700  00 

WILKINSBURG  CONGREGATION  ENDOWMENT. 
Balance,  same  as  last  year f      50000 

MRS.  RACHEL  STEPHENSON  ENDOWMENT. 
Balance,  same  as  last  year $  10,000  00 

MRS.  AGNES  McINROY  ENDOWMENT. 
Balance,  same  as  last  year $   3,000  00 

MRS.  MARGARET  PEOPLE'S  ENDOWMENT. 
Balance,  same  as  last  year $      900  00 

MRS.  REBECCA  LAW  ENDOWMENT. 
Balance,  same  as  last  year $      775  00 

JAMES  R.  McKEE  MEMORIAL  ENDOWMENT. 
(For  Foreign  Missions.) 
Cash,  per  bis  widow,  Mrs.  Eda  S.  E.  McKee $   1,000  00 

D.  GREGG  BEQUEST  ENDOWMENT. 
Balance,  same  as  last  year $200,000  00 

MRS.  ELLEN  E.  (ROBERT)  GIBSON  ENDOWMENT. 

Balance $    1,380  00 

Carried  to  Current  Mission  Accounts  by  order  of  Synod,  1894.  .$1,380  00 

MORTGAGE  ACCOUNT. 

Balance $16,325  39 

Cash  paid  for  loans  during  year 67,881  00 

Casb  received  on  account  of  loans  during  year $  53,282  8 

Balance 30,92*06 

$84,206  39    $84,306  3H 

D.  GREGG  ENDOWMENT  BEQUEST  CURRENT  ACCOUNT. 

Casb  paitl  for  repairing  conductors $       7  90 

repairiug  windows 6  73 

County  taxes,  1894 $234  22 

Less  5  per  cent,  discount 11  71      222  51 

Fire  escape,  botb  buildings 215  00 

repairing  roof,  No.  416 49  49 

City  taxes,  181)5,  March  installment $942  92 

"  "      Sept.  "  $942  92 

Less  5  per  ct.  dis.      47  U  895  78  1,838  70 

estimating  value  of  buildings  for  insurance 6  00 

repairing  main  conductor 5  00 

premium  on  $24,500  insurance  for  3  years 764  70 

charge  for  managing  property,  collecting  rents, 
&c,  per  order  of  Board,  5  per  cent,  on  rents 
collected,  which  amount  is  carried  to  credit  of 
interest  account,  and  out  of  it  distributed  to 

the  various  schemes  of  the  Church 450  00 

Balance  to  D.  Gregg  Keal  Estate  Endowment  Account. . . .    5,433  97 
Rents  received  for  the  year $    9,000  00 

$9,000  00    $    9,000  00 

D.  GREGG  REAL  ESTATE  ENDOWMENT  ACCOUNT. 

Balance $200,000  00 

D.  Gregg  Endowment  Bequest  Current  Account — net  reve- 
nue from  property $    5,433  97 

Foreign  Mission— five  shares 1,811  33 

Domestic  Mission— three  shares 1,086  82 

SiLstentation  Fund— one  share 362  26 

Church  Erect  ion— one  share 362  26 

Theological  Seminary— one  share 362  26 

Southern  Mission— one  share 362  26 

Chinese  Mission  — one  share 362  26 

Ministerial  Widows  and  Orphans  Fund-one  share 362  2G 

Ceinral  It.  P.  Church,  Allegheny— one  share 362  26 

Balance 200,000  00 

$205,433  97    $205,433  07 
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R.  AIKIN  PROPERTY  ACCOUNT. 

lance $      475  88 

fcerest 28  56 

Balance $      504  54 

ST.  JOHNSBURY,  VT.,  R.  P.  CHURCH  PROPERTY  ACCOUNT. 

lance $  4,155  88 

8h  paid  for  repairs,  taxes,  &c,  during  year 254  70 

alterations  and  improvements  during  year 260  00 

erage  interest $  261  46 

88  average  interest  on  rent  account 3123  230  23 

Balance $    4,900  81 

ST.  JOHNSBURY,  VT.,  R.  P.  CHURCH  PROPERTY  RENT  ACCOUNT. 

lance $      871  00 

sh,  rents  received , 319  90 

Balance $      720  90 

RUSHSYLVANIA  CHURCH  PROPERTY  ACCOUNT. 

dance $    22  00 

ush  paid  for  acknowledgment  of  deed  and  Notary's  certificate,       1  00 

ish,  on  account  ot  purchase  money $        25  00 

wh,  balance  of  purchase  money 200  00 

Balance 202  00 

$  225  00    $       225  00 

COLLECTION  FOR  EAST  END  R.  P.  CONGREGATION  DEBT. 

Mh  receipts $      319  29 

verage  interest  on  above  at  six  per  cent 6  88 

ash 15  00 

arried  to  credit  on  back  interest  on  judgments $  306  67 

arried  to  credit  of  book  account 19  50 

arried  to  credit  of  book  account 15  00 

$  341  17     $     341  17 

EAST  END  R.  P.  CONGREGATION  BOOK  ACCOUNT. 

ransf erred  from  collection  account $        19  50 

rangferred  from  collection  account 15  00 

aJance 2,375  00 

Balance $    2,409  50 

NOTE  OP  JOHN  A.  McKEE, 
(For  Endowment  of  Home  for  Widows  and  Orphans,  R.  P.  Church  ) 
Uance  same  as  last  year $    5,000  00 

HOME  FOR  WIDOWS,  ORPHANS  AND  AGED  PEOPLE,  R.  P.  CHURCH. 

(J.  A.  McKee  Endowment.) 

ilance $    5,130  00 

ish 2  00 

Balance $    5,132  00 

MORTGAGE  NOTES-  L.  H.  WHEELER,  PRINCETON,  IND. 

ah $       100  00 

dance 800  00 

Balance '. $      900  00 

PRINCETON,  IND.,  R.  P.  CONGREGATION  DONATION. 

dance $    1,194  80 

terest  on  note  due  July  8 6  00 

ansferred  to  Indian  Mission,  Or $  98  26 

Southern  Mission,  Cr 98  26 

Syrian  Mission,  Cr 49  14 

Aged  Ministers'  Fund  Current 49  14    $294  80 

rangferred  to  Indian  Mission,  Cr 35  33 

Southern  Mission,  Cr 35  33 

Syrian  Mission,  Cr 17  67 

Aged  Ministers'  Fund  Current 17  67      106  00 

Balance 800  00 

$1,200  80    $    1,200  80 


r 
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NOTE- WRIGHT  BROS,  BURLINGTON,  IOWA. 

Balance $    1,000  00 

One  year's  interest  transferred  to  Indian  Mission  Current  Account 00  W 

Cash,  one  year's  interest  to  May  24,  1894 $     6000 

on  account  of  note 100  00 

on  account  of  note 50  00 

on  account  of  note 25  00 

Balance 825  00 


$1,060  00    $    1,000  CO 
JAMES  M.  MILLIGAN  DONATION. 
Balance,  same  as  last  year $    1,000  00 

MRS.  RACHEL  STEPHENSON  DONATION. 
Balance,  same  as  last  year $   4,000  00 

mrs.  susan  McMillan  donation. 

Balance $      500  00 

To  Walter  T.  Miller,  Treasurer,  for  New  Chinese  Mission  Current 
Account,  per  order  of  Synod's  Board  of  Trustees,  in  accord- 
ance with  suggestion  of  Synod,  1894 $500  00 

REAL  ESTATE  DONATION. 

Balance $       59  35 

Cash  paid  for  taxes  and  assessments  to  date 70  30 

Balance S      129  65 

MRS.  REBECCA  BROWN  DONATION,  No.  x,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA 

Cash,  for  sundry  stock  sold $   9,275  63 

Cash,  dividend 138  00 

Cash,  commissions  and  other  expenses $        29  51 

Cash,  remitted  Mrs.  Rebecca  Brown  for  July  dividends  on 

part  of  stocks 170  00 

Balance 9,214  12 

$    9,413  63    $    9,413  0 

MRS.  REBECCA  BROWN  DONATION,  No.  a,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

Life  insurance  policy,  (not  on  her  own  life) $    1,840  00 

Balauce ". $    1,840  00 

LIFE  INSURANCE  POLICY. 

Policy  received  from  Mrs.  Rebecca  Brown,  (not  on  her  own  life) $    1,840  00 

'Balance $    1,840  00 

JOHN  WRIGHT  ESTATE  BEQUEST,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

Per  order  of  Synod,  181)4,  to  Walter  T.  Miller,  Treasurer,  for  Foreign 

Mission $      177  S> 

To  Theological  Seminary  Endowment  Account 177  56 

Balauce $      355 12 

MRS.  NANCY  HEWITT  BEQUEST,  STOCKTON,  CAL. 

Balance $    2,703  60 

To  Domestic  Mission  Current  Account,  per  order  Synod,  'i)4.. $2,703  00 

REV.  DAVID  McKEE  BEQUEST,  CLARINDA,  IA. 
Balance $      200  ft' 

To  Domestic  Mission  Current  Account,  per  order  Synod,  HM.  .$    200  00 

PETER  DERMOND  BEQUEST,  COULTERVILLE,  ILL. 

CjisIi  from  James  Walker,  executor,  through  Itev.  D.  S.  Faris, 

for  missionary  purposes $     274  25 

Less  exchange 25       $  274  00 

Balance • $  274  0^ 

MRS.  ANN  MOORE  BEQUEST,  SLIPPERY  ROCK,  PA. 

Cash,  per  W.J.  Morrison,  executor  and  trustee,  for  Home  and  Foreign 

Missions  of  R.  P.  Church,  N.  A $       15U  53 

Balance $      159  53 

MRS.  MARY  LINGO  BEQUEST,  PARKSTON,  HUTCHINSON  CO.,  S.  D. 

Cash,  on  account,  per  Wm.  II.  Lyon,  executor,  (her  son) $      150  00 

(/ash,  paid  for  affidavit  to  name  of  corporation,  etc $  50 

Balauce 149  50 

$    150  00  $150  CO 
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LIZZIE  M.  McKINNEY  AND  JOHN  C.  McKINNEY  BEQUEST. 

(Of  Centertown,  Mercer  Co.,  Pa.) 
.  Mclvinnev,  executor  for  following-— 

'  Southern  Mission  of  It.  P.  Church,  N.  A S       500  00 

Foreign  Mission  of  R.  P.  Church,  N.  A 500  00 

certified  copies  of  wills,  etc $       0  00 

994  00 


$1,000  00        SI, 000  00 

IRS.  ELLEN  E.  GIBSON  BEQUEST,  ALLEGHENY,  PA, 

S    4,433  33 

lien  E.  (Robert)  Gibson  Endowment  Account,  per  order 

1 1,380  00 

rice  of  bequest 649  17 

Miller,  treasurer  Foreign  Mission $3,692  85 

Mission  Current  Account 1,846  43 

•tsion  Current  Account 461  61 

ome  Mission  Current  Account 461  61 

of  Mrs.  Gibson's  bequest $7,000  00 

[issions $4,000  00 

Mission 2,000  00 

*sion 500  00 

:ission 500  00    $7,000  00 

30urt $   270  00 

>ritance  tax 267  50 

received 6,462  50    *7,$00  00 

$6,462  50        $6,462  50 

MRS.  ELIZA  McCRORY  BEQUEST,  CLARINDA,  IA. 

.  McKce,  admr.,  through  Walter  T.  Miller,  treasurer,  to  be 

rian  field  of  Foreign  Missions  of  R.  P.  Church $       100  00 

$     100  00 

IOWA  PRESBYTERY  INTEREST  ACCOUNT. 

$         38  50 

$       38  50 

/ILKINSBURG  CONGREGATION  INTEREST  ACCOUNT. 

$  27  50 

$        27  50 

MRS.  AGNES  McINROY  INTEREST  ACCOUNT, 
ty  1,  1895 $       120  00 


.$     120  00 


MRS.  MARGARET  PEOPLES'  INTEREST  ACCOUNT. 

y  1,  1895 $         54  00 

$        54  00 

MRS.  REBECCA  LAW  INTEREST  ACCOUNT. 

y  1,1895 $         49  50 

cash  remitted $       49  50 


MRS.  RACHEL  STEPHENSON   INTEREST  ACCOUNT. 

emittances $     700  00 

JAMES  R.  McKEE  MEMORIAL  INTEREST  ACCOUNT. 

Vidows  and  Children  of  Deceased  Ministers. . .  .$     1H>  00 


700  00 


,S       110  00 


FOKKIGX   MISSION    INTEREST  ACCOUNT. 

estate  endowment  account,  five  (5)  shares $    1,811  33 

per  cent,  on  endowment  of  $34,036.67 1,905  02 

Miller,  treasurer  account $1,811  33 

Miller,  treasurer  account 1,905  02 

$3,716  35        $3,716  35 

URCII   EXTENSION  OK  ERECTION   INTEREST  ACCOUNT. 

estate  endowment  account,  one  (1)  share $       362  26 

>er  cent,  on  endowment  of  $3,400.00 187  00 

Miller,  treasurer  account $     3o'j  26 

Miller,  treasurer  account 187  00 

$     549  26  $  549  26 
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SUSTENTATION  FUND  INTEREST  ACCOUNT. 

D.  Gregg  real  estate  endowment  account,  one  (1)  share $      362  26 

To  Walter  T.  Miller,  treasurer  account $     362  26 

CENTRAL  REFORMED   PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH,   ALLEGHENY. 

D.  Gregg  real  estate  endowment  account  one  (1)  share $      362  26 

Remitted  to  Theo.  Sproull,  treasurer $     362  26 

MRS,   REBECCA  BROWN  INTEREST  ACCOUNT. 

Interest,  six  months,  to  December  15, 1894 $     250  00 

Cash  remitted. $     25000 

WALTER  T.  MILLER,  TREASURER  ACCOUNT. 

John  D.  Wright  estate $  177  56 

Princeton,  Ind.,  R.  P.  congregation  donation *9  14 

Princeton,  Ind.,  R.  P.  congregation  donation,  additional. 17  67 

Mrs.  Susan  McMillan  donation 500  00 

Mrs.  Ellen  E.  Gibson  bequest 3,692  85 

Foreign  Mission  interest  account. $1,811  33 

Church  Extension  interest  account 362  26 

Sustentation  Fund 362  26  2,535  « 

Foreign  Mission  interest  account $1,905  02 

Church  Extension  interest  account 187  00         2,092  02 

Cash  remitted $4,437  22 

Balance,  (this  balance  was  remitted  to  Walter  T.  Miller, 

treas.,  May  8, 1895,)  since  closing  books  for  this^rep't.  4,627  87 


$9,065  09       $9,065  00 


W.  P.  M.  8.,  PITTSBURGH  PRESBYTERY. 

Balance $      700  00 

Interest 42  00 

Gash,  paid  Mrs.  Janiea  It.  McKee,  treahurer $     42  00 

Balance 700  00 


$742  00  $742  00 


OFFICE  FURNITURE. 

Balance $      600  00 

Expense  account,  charge  for  wear  and  tear $     50  00 

Balance 450  00 


$500  00  $50000 


EXPENSE  ACCOUNT. 

Stationery,  books,  postoffice  stamps,  rent  of  office  one  year,  telephone 

rent,  and  salary  of  treasurer,  twelve  months  to  May  1,  1895 $   2,651  32 

Distributed  to  sundry  accounts $2,651  32 

SUNDRIES. 

Interest  due  and  unpaid $   1,109  00 

Cash $     54  00 

Balance 1 ,055  00 

$1,109  00        $1,109  00 

INTEREST  ACCOUNT. 

Cash,  interest  received  during  the  year $  17,171  22 

Interest  due  and  unpaid 1,109  00 

D.  Gregg  bequest  endowment  account 450  00 

Accrued  interest  on  mortgages  purchased,  etc $    176  15 

W.  P.  M.  S.  Pittsburgh  Presbytery,  interest. $  4200 

Mrs.  Rebecca  Law,  interest 49  50 

Mrs.  Margaret  Peoples,  interest 54  00 

Mrs.  Agnes  Mclnroy,  interest 120  00 

Mrs.  Rebecca  Brown,  interest 250  00 

Mrs.  Rachel  Stephenson,  interest 700  00      1,215  50 

Expense  account 1,942  98 

Dividend,  54  per  cent,  on  endowment  of  $258,759.49 14,231  76 

Balance  to  Contingent  Account 2,163  88 

$18,730  22      $18,730  22 
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CONTINGENT  ACCOl'NT. 

ance $       433  51 

west  account 1 ,103  88 

h,  paid  estate  James  R.  McKee  lor  stationery,  etc.,  1892. . .  .$       7  1*8 
paid  H.  \V".  McKee,  part  rent  of  office  from  June  1st,  to 

September  30,  1893 50  00 

Balance 1,539  41 

$1,597  39        $l,5!ff  39 

CASH  ACCOUNT. 

ance $    5,770  09 

i-eipts 119,528  32 

penditures $123,564  00 

Balance 1,734  41 

$125,298  41    $125,298  41 

DOMESTIC  MISSION  CURRENT  ACCOUNT, 
lance $      701  70 

Receipts. 

sh,  89  congregations $2,129  40 

11  Sabbath  Schools 208  69 

11  L.  M.  S 138  92 

2W.P.M.8 126  93 

42  Individuals 368  00  2,971  94 

quests :  Mrs.  Nancy  Hewitt $2,703  00 

Rev.  D.  McKee 200  00 

Mrs.  Ellen  E.  Gibson 1,846  43  4,750  03 

Gregg  real  estate  endowment  account,  three  (3)  shares 1,086  82 

vidend,  5i  per  cent,  on  endowment  of  $25,383.02 1,396  06 

$10,906  55 
Expenditures. 

wh,  paid  salaries,  supplements,  etc.,  per  order  Central  Board  of  Miss.  .$    3,476  44 
Kansas  Presbytery,  (order  1893  for  Wahoo  cong.). . .$   400  00 

Kansas  Presbytery . . .  .$500  00 

Kansas  Presbytery,  additional 100  00         600  00 

Iowa  Presbytery ."...".  150  00 

Ohio  Presbyterv 100  00 

Rochester  Presbytery 500  00 

New  York  Presbytery 500  00 

Philadelphia  Presbytery 200  00 

Pittsburgh  Presbytery 400  00 

East  End  cong.  (Pittsburgh  Pros) 1,000  00          3,850  00 

(pen.se  account 12!)  53 

Balance 3,450  58 

$10,906  55 

SOUTHERN  MISSION  CURRENT  ACCOUNT, 
ilance $       704  37 

Receipts. 

»h,  89  congregations $]  ,418  40 

38  Sabbath  Schools 541  09 

7  Sabbath  School  classes 24  32 

45  L.  M.  S 512  45 

3W.P.M.S Ill  07 

4  Mission  Bands 22  09 

6Y.P.  S.  C.E 65  17 

86  individuals 964  24          3,658  83 

rinceton,  Iud.,  R.  P.  congregation  donation $     98  26 

rinceton,  Ind.,  R.  P.  congregation  donation,  additional 35  33  133  59 

oox  Academy  current  account $     75  64 

easant  Grove  property  rent  account 6  90 

'achers  home  rent  account 73  89  156  43 

•  Gregg  real  estate  endowment  account,  one  (1)  share .7. .  362  26 

i vidend,  5J  per  cent,  on  endowment  of  $3,780.13 207  90 

$5,223  38 
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Expenditures. 

Cash,  paid  estate  J  as.  B.  McKee  for  insurance  charged  on  his  books  in  1892  $     4QH 

J.  W.  Arrott,  for  insurance 20  25 

Salaries,  etc.,  per  order  Central  Board  of  Mission* 4,182  79 

Expense  account 129  3 

Balance 800  » 

$5,223  38 

KNOX  ACADEMY  CURRENT  ACCOUNT. 

Cash,  per  Bev.  B.  J.  Mclsaac,  for  tuition $       76  99 

Report  of  Bev.  B.  J.  Mclsaac,  for  tuition 200  09 

School  expenditures  by  Bev.  B.  J.  Mclsaac $   281  86 

To  Southern  Mission  current  account 75  64 

$    367  50  $35Tfi9 

PLEASANT  GROVE  MISSION  PROPERTY  RENT  ACCOUNT. 

Cash,  rent,  J.  H.  Pickens,  on  account , ..«$       2099 

Cash,  taxes  from  1888-1894 inclusive  on tax'eport'n,  viz:  20 acres. $  13  10 
To  Southern  Mission  current  account 6  90 

$  2000  $2000 

VALLEY  CREEK  MISSION  PROPERTY  BUILDING  FUND. 

Balance $       13  75 

Subscriptions  for  repairs  through  Bev.  B.  J.  Mclsaac 38  99 

Cash,  to  Bev.  B.  J.  Mclsaac,  repairs $     13  75 

Expended  by  Bev.  B.  J.  Mclsaac,  repairs 38  00 

$    61  75  $5175 

SOUTHERN  MISSION  BUILDING  ACCOUNT. 

(Teachers'  Home.) 

Cash,  for  subscription  to  build  teachers'  home,  through  Bev.  B.  J.  Mclsaac.  $      733  51 

Part  ot  rent  of  home  taken  to  settle  balance  of  cost  of  building 26 11 

Cash,  paid  out  by  Bev.  B.  J.  Mclsaac— total  cost  of  building..  .$  759  62 

$    769  62         $759  62 

TEACHERS'   HOME  RENT  ACCOUNT. 

Bent,  one  year  (part  in  advance)  per  Bev.  B.  J.  Mclsaac $      100  00 

Transferred  to  Southern  Mission  building  account $     26  11 

current  account 73  89 ____ 

$   100  00  $100  00 

CHINESE  HOMI?  MISSION  CURRENT  ACCOUNT. 

(Oakland  and  Seattle.) 
Balance $    1,928  31 

Receipts. 

Cash,  71  congregations $  660  56 

10  Sabbath  Schools 56  80 

1  Sabbath  School  class 1  00 

18  L.  M.S 121  84 

2  Mission  Bands 7  43 

2W.P.M.8 20  32 

31  individuals 127  00  994  95 

Mrs.  Ellen  E.  Gibson  bequest 461  61 

D.  Gregg  real  estate  endowment  accouut,  one  (1)  sliare 362  26 

Dividend,  5£  per  cent,  on  endowment  of  $100 5 JO 

$3,752  66 
Expenditures, 

Cash ,  salaries,  etc.,  per  order  Central  Board  of  Missions $    1,389  89 

Expense  account 64  7fi 

Balance 2,298  01 

$3,752# 

INDIAN  MISSION  CURRENT  ACCOUNT. 
Balance $    2,621  80 
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Receipts. 

h,  76  congregations $  738  82 

J  2  Sabbath  Schools 126  47 

1  Sabbath  School  classes 2  85 

16L.M.S 188  20 

3  Y.P.8.  C.  E 60  81 

49  individuals 268  03         1,386  18 

»h,  interest,  Wright  Bros,  note  to  May  24, 1894 60  00 

nceton,  Ind.,  R.  P.  congregation  donation $     9826 

nceton,  Ind.,  K.  P.  congregation  donation,  additional 35  33  133  59 

s.  Ellen  E.  Gibson  bequest 461  61 

P.  M.  8.,  Pittsburgh  Presbytery,  balance  Rev.  W.  W.  Car- 
ithers' salary  to  February  1, 1895 $  600  00 

P.  M.  8.,  Pittsburgh  Presbytery,  on  account  Rev.  W.  W. 

Carithers' salary  from  February  1, 1895 500  00         1,100  00 

$5,762  18 
Expenditures. 

ih,  paid  J.  W.  Arrott  for  insurance $      141  00 

salaries,  etc.,  per  order  Central  Board  of  Missions 2,524  95 

Balance 3,096  23 

$5,762  18 

INDIAN  MISSION  BUILDING  ACCOUNT. 

lance $    1,031  46 

ah 10  00 

ah,  to  Rev.  W.  W.  Carithers,  on  account  chapel $   200  00 

to  Rev.  W.  W.  Carithers,  completing  chapel 156  00 

Balance 685  46 

$1,041  46        $1,041  46 

INDIAN  MISSION  INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL. 

dance $        10  00 

*h 17  82 

Balance $     27  82 

$    27  82  $  27  82 

JKWISII  MISSION  CURRENT  ACCOUNT. 

Receipts. 

sh,  61  congregations $  503  86 

19  Sabbath  Schools 165  48 

3  Sabtath  School  classes G  75 

26  L.  M.8 212  18 

4  Mission  Bands 15  00 

8Y.  P.  S.  C.  E 38  73 

97  individuals 307  85 

$1,339  85 
Expenditures. 

§h,  paid  Jewish  Mission,  Cincinnati,  O $       600  00 

paid  Jewish  Mission,  Philadelphia,  Pa 500  00 

Balance 339  85 

$1,339  85 

MEMORIAL  BUILDING   RENT  ACCOUNT, 
lance $    2,162  53 

Receipts. 
ih,  rent  to  June  1, 1895 800  00 

$2,962  53 
Expenditures. 

ih,  compromise  settlement  of  Allegheny  City  taxes  for  1892, 1893  and 

1894,  and  attorney's  fees  and  costs $  625  20 

y  taxes  for  1895 149  62 

idry  expenses,  painting  building  and  plumbing  work 488  84 

Balance 1,698  87 

$2,962  53 
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THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY  CURRENT  ACCOUNT. 

Balance $    1 ,119  4$ 

Receipts. 

Caab,  61  congregations $   612  73 

1  Sabbath  School 14  48 

21  individuals 106  04  7&  25 

D.  Gregg  real  estate  endowment  account,  one  (1)  share f. . .         362  36 

Dividend,  51  percent,  on  endowment  of  $59,198.80 3,255% 

$5,470  90 
Expenditures. 

Cash,  paid  professors'  salaries  to  June  1, 1895 $  4,000  00 

Elocution  professor so  00 

Expenses  of  three  members  of  the  board,  attending  closing  exercises,  Ac  50  28 

Expense  account 129  ,13 

Balance 1,241  (JP 

$5,470  90 

THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY  LIBRARY   FUND. 

Balance $    1,102  88 

Receipts. 

Gash,  Seminary  closing  collection 6  39 

40  congregations $     265  iG 

11  individuals. 38  82  294  75 

$1,40102 
Expenditures. 

Cash,  books  and  other  expenses $        57  © 

Geneva  College  Library  (one-half  ot  receipts) 147  38 

Balance 1 ,196  75 

$1}404  02 

STUDENTS'   FUND  CURRENT  ACCOUNT. 

Balance ^..i $    4,246  43 

Receipts. 

Cash,  8  congregations $     92  54 

7  individuals _    30  24  122  78 

Dividend,  5£  per  cent,  on  endowment  of  $14,666.51 7. . .         80fi  05 

$5,175  87 
Expenditures. 

Cash,  expenses $  & 

paid  8  students  $150.00  each 1,200  $ 

Balance 3,1/75  48 

*5,175  tf 

AGED  MINISTERS'   FUND  CURRENT  ACCOUNT. 

Balance $      23s  si 

Receipts. 

Cash,  72  congregations $   532  57 

1  Sabbath  School 6  28 

7  individuals 65  74  604  59 

Princeton,  Ind.,  R.  P.  congregation  donation $     49  14 

Princeton,  Ind.,  R.  P.  congregation  donation,  additional 17  67  66  Kl 

Dividend,  5J  per  cent,  on  endowment  of  $6,700.00 3©$  30 

Expenditures. 

Cash,  expense $  :8 

paid  ministers  75  per  cent,  (which  by  instructions  of  Synod  is  set- 
tlement in  full)  of  $1,650.00  appropriated  by  Synod  1894 j,237  ."» 

Balance 35  ft 

$1,273  74 
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FUND  FOR  WIDOWS  AND  CHILDREN  OF  DECEASED    MINISTERS. 

Alice $         15  69 

Receipts. 

ih,  68  congregations S   515  21 

1  Sabbath  School 4  38 

14  individuals.... 50  49  670  08 

Gregg  real  estate  endowment  account,  one  (1)  share 362  26 

ues  K.  McKee,  memorial  interest  account 110  00 

$1,058  03 
Expenditures. 

sh ,  expense $  58 

paid  widows  70  per  cent,  (which  by  instructions  of  Synod  is  settle- 
ment in  full)  of  $1,500.00  appropriated  by  Synod  1894 1,050  00 

Balance 7  45 

$1,058  03 

TESTIMONY  BEARING  CURRENT  ACCOUNT. 

lance $       451  05 

Receipts. 

sh,  71  congregations $1,022  95 

1  Sabbath  School 3  00 

1  W.  P.  M.  S 5  50 

70  individuals 528  45 

Collections  by  Rev.  A.  J.  McFarland 162  21 

Collections  by  Rev.  A.  J.  McFarland,  additional 71  38         1,793  49 

$2/244  54 
Expenditures. 

sh,  paid  orders  of  committee,  and  travelling  expenses  of  lecturer $  717  22 

paid  expenses  of  lecturer,  Rev.  A.  J.  McFarland,  salary  for  eleven 

months,  in  full  to  June  1, 1895 1,100  00 

Balance 427  32 

$2,244  54 

GENEVA  COLLEGE  BUILDING  FUND. 

lance $       884  89 

terest,  one  year  to  May  1,  1895 53  09 

terest  charged  to  Geneva  College  current  account $     53  09 

Balance 884  89 

$    937  98  $  9371$ 

GENEVA  COLLEGE  CURRENT  ACCOUNT, 
lance $      684  21 

Expenditures. 

sh,  paid  Prof.  W.  H.  Wilson  to  pay  sundry  bills 200  00 

lumber  for  repairs 5  87 

advertising 10  20 

College  Hill  Land  &  Water  Co.,  R.  M.  Downie,  treats.,  on  ac- 
count of  water  supply 100  00 

additional  insurance  on  building  and  furniture 80  00 

College  Hill  Land  &  Water  Co.,  R.  M.  Downie,  trcas.,  balance 

in  full  for  water  supply  to  March  1, 1895 15000 

salaries  in  full  to  June  1, 1895 8,808  00 

merest  account,  one  year,  interest  on  balance  at  May  12, 1894 4104 

neva  College  building  fund,  interest 53  09 

pense  account 194  29 

$10,326  70 
Receipts. 

sh,  sundries $  18  10 

on  account,  rent  of  chapel 50  00 

tuition 3,249  66 

neva  College  interest  account 765  45 

ridend,  5}  per  cent,  on  endowment  of  $107,694.36 5,923  19 

Balance 320  30 

$10,326  70 
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GENEVA  COLLEGE  INTEREST  ACCOUNT. 

Cash,  received  for  interest  on  Geneva  College  notes *%     765 45 

Transferred  to  Geneva  College  current  account $   765  45 

GENEVA  COLLEGE  LIBRARY  ACCOUNT. 

Balance $     9318 

Receipts. 
Theol.  Seminary  library  fund,  one-half  receipts  for  library  fund  during  yr.       117  9 

$1,079  21 
Expenditures. 

Cash  paid  for  books,  periodicals,  etc $     72  9 

Balance 1 ,006  * 

Tl,0»21 


k 


BALANCE    SHEET.— May    1,    1895. 

LIABILITIES. 

ENDOWMENT    FUNDS. 

18M.     *  1896. 

Geneva  College  Endowment, S107.6U4  36  $108,7031 

Theological  Seminary  Endowment 09,198  80  39,5«  8 

Students  Fund                       «•           14,666  51  14,686* 

Foreign  Mission                    "           34,636  67  34,6360 

Domestic  Mission                  '•           25,383  02  25,383  « 

Southern  Mission                  "           3,780  13  3,7»8 

Chinese  Mission                    "           100  00  100  • 

Aged  Ministers'                      "           6,700  00  6,70ft* 

J*,  K.  McKee  Memorial     «           |  ^rffiSd  JoSSS!  |    **>  °°  *•"" 

Church  Extension                 "           3,400  00  3,40000 

J owa  Presbytery                     "           700  00  700  0ft 

Wilkiusburg  Congregation  "           60000  500  00 

*$258,759  49  , 
*  Dividend  of  5J  per  cent,  declared  on  this  amount. 

Jas.  R.  McKee  Memorial  Endowment  (for  Foreign  Missions) 1,000  00 

tMrs.  Rachel  Stephenson            "           10,000  00 

|Mrs.  Agnes  Melnroy                  "           3,000  00 

t Mrs.  Margaret  Peoples                "            900  00 

tMrs.  Rebecca  Law                       "           775  01 

t  These  are  not  governed  by  dividend,  but  by  specified  rate  6f  interest. 

Amount  of  General  Endowment  Account $  275,?.*  £ 

D  Gregg  Bequest  Endowment,  (not  governed  by  dividend  ;  net  revenue 

distributed  as  instructed  by  donor) 200,000  00 

$  475,790fi 

SUNDRY  ACCOUNTS. 

Rushsylvania  Church  Property $  302  00 

St.  Johusbury,  Vt.,  R.  P.  Church  Property  Rent  Account 730  JO 

Home  for  Widows  and  Orphans  and  Aged  People,  R.  P.  Church 5,132  00 

Princeton,  Ind.,  R.  P.  Congregation  Donation 800  Oft- 

James  M.  Milligan  Donation 1,000  00 

Mrs.  Rachel  Stephenson  Donation 4,000  W 

Mrs.  Rebecca  Brown  Donation,  No.  1 H,214  12 

Mrs.  Rebecca  Brown  Donation,  No.  2 1,840  00 

Mrs.  Lizzie  M.  and  John  C.  McKinney  Bequest «**  00 

Peter  Dermond  Bequest 274  00 

Mrs.  Ann  Moore  Bequest 150  3 

Mrs.  Mary  Lingo  Bequest 149  SI 

Mrs.  Kliza  McCrory  Bequest 100  00 

Contingent  Account 1,539  41 

Walter  T.  Miller,  Treasurer 4,«27  $ 

W.  P.  M.S.,  Pittsburgh  Presbytery 700 W 

*  507,244  13 
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$     507,244  15 
CURRENT  ACCOUNTS. 

Domestic  Mission  Current  Account $  3,450  58 

Southern        "  "  80090 

Chinese  "  "  2,2!«  01 

Indian  M  "  3,096  23 

Indian  "        BuildingFund 685  46 

Indian  <(        Industrial  School 27  82 

Jewish  "        Current  Account 339  85 

Theological  Seminary  "  1,24109 

Memorial  Building  Rent  Account 1,698  87 

Theological  Seminary  Library  Fund 1,198  75 

Students'  Fund  Current  Account 3,975  48 

Ag*d  Ministers'  Fnnd    "  35  66 

Fund  for  Widows  and  Children  of  Deceased  Ministers 7  45 

Testimony  Bearing 427  32 

Geneva  College  Library  Account 1,006  86         20,290  33 


ASSETS. 

Geneva  College  Building  Fund $        884  89 

Geneva  College  Current  Account 320  30 

East  End  R.  P.  Congregation  Account 2,375  00 

Note,  J.  A.  McKee 5,000  00 

Note,  L.  H.Wheeler 400  00 

Note,  L.  H.  Wheeler 400  00 

Note,  Wright  Bros.,  balance 825  00 

Life  Insurance  Policy 1,840  00 

Office  Furniture  Account 450  00 

Real  Estate  Donation 129  65 

St.  Johnsbury,  Vt.,  R.  1\  Church  Property  Account 4,900  81 

Robert  Aikin  Property  Account 504  54 

David  Gregg  Real  Estate  Endowment 200,000  00 

Sundries,  (interest  due  and  unpaid) 1,055  00 

Mortgage  Account 30,924  06 

General  Endowment  Account 275,790  82 

Cash  in  First  National  Bank,  Pittsburgh,  Pa $973  61 

Cash  on  hand 760  80  1,734  41 


$  527,534  48      $527,534  48 


The  clerk  cast  the  unanimous  ballot  of  Synod,  by  direction  of  the 
court,  for  Samuel  McNaugher,  John  T.  Morton  and  James  McAteer 
to  be  trustees  of  Synod  for  three  years  from  June  15,  1895. 

The  Committees  on  the  Records  of  Presbyteries  reported.  The 
Committees  on  the  Records  of  Iowa,  Ohio,  Philadelphia,  Vermont, 
Pittsburgh^  New  York,  Illinois,  and  Lakea  Presbyteries  reported 
"  that  they  found  in  them  nothing  contrary  to  the  law  and  order  of 
the  011111X511." 

The  Committee  on  the  Records  of  Colorado  Presbytery  report 

that  they  find  in  them  nothing  contrary  to  the  law  and  order  of  the 
church,  but  would  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  on  pages  8  and  17  the 
moderator's  name  is  not  signed  to  the  minutes,  bis  death  since  that  time 
being  no  doubt  the  reason.  W.  W.  Carithers,       ^ 

R.  J.  McCracken,       J       Of  the 
S.  J.  Huston,  j     Committer 

T.  J.  Allen, 

The  report  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  the  Records  of  Kansas  Presbytery  reported.  The 
report  was  accepted  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  the  records  of  Kansas  Presbytery  would  respectfully 
report  that  we  have  examined  said  records,  and  find  in  theiv\  uo\ii\\i^  sea- 
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trary  to  the  law  and  order  of  the  church,  except  that  on  page  34,  the 
name  of  the  clerk  is  not  signed  to  the  minutes  of  the  regular  spring  meet- 
ing of  1894 ;  and  that  on  page  49  the  moderator's  signature  is  lacking; 
and  that  from  page  26  to  the  end  of  page  37,  great  carelessness,  on  toe 
part  of  the  clerk,  is  manifest  D.  C.  Faris,       ^ 

F.  Torbanb,        1       Of  the 
W.M.Wylie      J    Committee. 
R.  J.  Gault,       J 

The  Committee  on  the  Records  of  Rochester  Presbytery  reported 
"  that  the  records  are  not  present." 

The  treasurer  of  the  Literary  Fund  was  instructed  to  pay  our  quota 
of  the  expenses  of  the  Pan- Presbyterian  Alliance. 

The  Committee  to  Answer  the  Reasons  of  Dissent  of  J.  C.  Smith 
and  others,  presented  their  answer,  which  was  adopted,  and  is  as 
folio ws  : 

Answers  to  Reasons  of  Dissent  of  Bey.  J.  0.  Smith  and  Others. 

1.  The  principles  of  Presbyterian  Church  Government  are  dear  to 
Synod.  Synod  has  acted  all  through  the  Geneva  Case  in  a  spirit  of 
devotion  to  them.  Majorities  have  rights  as  well  as  minorities,  and  even 
a  determined  minority  cannot  be  allowed  its  full  desire  to  set  aside  the  will 
of  a  majority,  without  just  cause. 

2.  rresbyterianism  requires  that  due  attention  be  paid  to  any  minority 
— even  one  person,  in  objecting  to  the  settlement  of  a  pastor  elect  This 
is  provided  for  by  the  reading  of  the  edict.  In  this  case,  the  law  was 
observed,  and  objectors  were  heard  in  full.  The  presbytery  is  not  re- 
quired to  invite  objections  further,  by  means  of  a  fourth  reading  of  the 
edict.  The  interval  of  time  referred  to  by  the  dissentients  is  accounted 
for  by  the  so  far  successful  obstruction  of  a  resolute  minority,  on  insuffi- 
cient grounds. 

3.  The  form  of  a  call  provided  in  the  blank  forms  of  the  Book  of  Dis- 
cipline sets  forth  the  obligation  and  consent  of  the  people  as  to  the  pastor 
elect.  The  rules  of  procedure  provide  alone  for  the  queries  to  the  pastor 
elect.  So  with  other  books  as  those  of  the  Scotch  Established  and  Free 
Churches,  and  of  the  Irish  Presbyterian  Church.  In  some  of  our  presby- 
teries, the  book  is  followed,  in  not  questioning  the  people.  In  this  case,  a 
custom  was  observed,  in  asking  the  congregation  as  to  their  adherence  to 
the  call.  Three  persons,  officers  of  the  congregation,  two  elders  and  a 
deacon  were  questioned.  Two  of  these  persons  by  formal  vote  of  the  con- 
gregation, without  objection,  had  been  chosen  to  press  the  call.  The  third 
person  interrogated  acted  by  general  consent  of  the  majority  who  chose 
the  pastor  elect,  being  sent  at  their  expense  to  Synod  in  1894,  to  further 
the  complaint  of  himself  and  the  other  two  on  behalf  of  the  congregation, 
which  complaint  was  sustained  by  this  court.  These  three  men  were  true 
representatives  of  the  congregation,  though  objectionable  to  the  resisting 
minority.  Pittsburgh  Presbytery  was  thus  in  the  case  in  hand  careful  to 
know  from  representative  men  that  the  adherence  to  the  call  by  the  con- 
gregation continued. 

fl  he  continued  support  of  the  pastor,  and  the  growth  of  the  congregation 
as  reported  this  year  evidence  that  no  mistake  was  made  as  to  thifl 
adherence. 
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Synod  laments  the  lack  of  acquiescence  by  the  minority;  loner  continued 
►position  has  been  dealt  with  by  presbytery  and  Synod  in  the  issue  of  the 
se  in  a  studied  observance  of  the  rules  of  procedure  in  a  difficult  situa- 
>n,  and  as  Synod  believes,  without  wrong  to  the  rights  of  an  unrecon- 
led  minority.  D.  B.  Willson,  ~ 


D.  B.  Willson,  ")      nf  ., 


I 


Committee, 


The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Co-operation  with  Associations 
Inch  use  Uninspired  Songs  in  Worship,  was  received  and  adopted, 
id  is  as  follows: 

eport  of  the  Committee  on  Oo-operation  with  Associations  that  use  Unin- 
spired Songs. 

1.  Many  of  the  reform  associations  of  the  present  time  are  evidently 
le  outgrowth  of  the  Christian  religion;  are  the  result  of  the  Spirit's  opera- 
on,  and  call  for  the  co  operation  of  all  Christians  so  far  as  they  are  right 
;  to  their  objects  and  the  means  used  in  their  prosecution. 

2.  We  condemn  entirely  the  use  of  uninspired  psalmody  in  the  wor- 
tip  of  God. 
We  therefore  recommend : 

1.  That  our  people  be  warned  when  taking  part  in  conventions  for 
oral  reform  and  other  purposes  where  human  compositions  are  used  in 
raise,  not  to  take  part  in  their  use. 

2.  That  we  use  our  influence  so  far  as  practicable  to  have  an  inspired 
salmody  used  in  all  our  conventions.    P.  H.  Wylie,  ") 

S.  R.  Wallace 
J.  S.  Thompson, 
H.  Patterson, 
John  Mitchell, 

The  Committee  on  the  Death  of  Rev.  D.  G.  Thompson  reported, 
'be  report  was  accepted  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Death  of  Rev.  D.  G.  Thompson. 

David  Glenn  Thompson  was  called  to  his  rest  on  the  first  of  April, 
895.  He  was  born  near  New  Concord,  Ohio,  April  2,  1S45.  He  re- 
sived  his  early  education  in  his  native  county.  He  served  as  an  enlisted 
oldier  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion.  He  resumed  his  studies  in  1865,  and 
n  1868  he  graduated  from  Muskingum  College.  He  studied  theology  in 
he  Allegheny  Seminary,  and  was  licensed  by  the  Ohio  Presbytery,  April 
!, 1871.  He  was  ordained  by  Illinois  Presbytery,  and  installed  pastor  of 
he  Elkhorn,  now  Oakdale  congregation,  Oakdale,  Washington  Co.,  111., 
)ctober  10, 1872.  In  1892  he  came  to  Colorado  in  search  of  health ;  was 
released  from  Oakdale  congregation  October  12,  1892,  and  was  installed 
paator  of  the  La  Junta  congregation  November  8,  1892.  He  was  twice 
married;  first,  to  Miss  Mattie  McKitric,  of  Antrim,  O.,  and  second,  to 
Miss  Adda  Foster,  of  Cedar vi lie,  O. 

Mr.  Thompson  was  characterized   as  manly,  genial,  jovial,  talented, 
pious.    He  had  a  more  than  ordinarily  high  sense  of  duty  both  to  God 
tod  to  man.     He  was  fair  minded,  and  the  presentation  of  his  opinions 
did  not  provoke  antagonism,  but  was  calculated  to  convince  or  s>\lenQ&\tta> 
opponents.     He  was  devoted  to  the  principles  of  the  Covenanter  Cjtaax<3h, 
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and  sought  the  welfare  of  Zion.  He  was  a  valuable  member  of  church 
courts,  a  wise  counsellor,  a  sympathetic  pastor,  tender  and  loving  to  his 
family,  peaceable  with  his  fellow  men,  a  man  of  prayer,  a  good  preacher, 
a  faithful  laborer.  His  life  was  salt  with  savor,  a  burning  and  a  shining 
light,  an  example  worthy  to  be  followed.  He  was  much  rerpected,  be- 
loved and  admired. 

Mr.  Thompon  was  called  to  suffer  much  physical  pain  during  the  lat- 
ter part  of  his  life ;  but  he  endured  with  patience,  setting  before  him  the 
joy  of  a  better  world.  He  believed  that  every  pain  was  for  the  final  glo- 
rification of  spiritual  life  in  a  life  beyond  the  grave. 

We  miss  him  from  the  church  below,  but  the  Lord  had  need  of  him  in 
the  church  above.  And  he  who  is  righteous  in  all  his  ways,  and  holy  in 
all  his  works,  in  whose  sight  the  death  of  his  saints  is  dear,  has  wisely, 
and   righteously,  and  lovingly  translated   him. 


James  Patton,     "\      q*  ^ 


The  Committee  on  the  Death  of  Rev.  W.  W.  McMillan  reported. 
The  report  was  received  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 

Report  of  the  Oommittee  on  the  Death  of  Bev.  W.  W.  McMillan. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  minute  on  the  death  of  William 
Wilson  McMillan,  would  respectfully  report : 

Mr.  McMillan,  who  departed  this  life  April  26th,  1895,  was  born  in 
Selma,  Alabama,  May  13,  1827.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  A. 
McMunn,  November  22,  1859.  He  received  his  literary  education  in  In- 
diana State  University,  from  which  he  graduated  with  honor  in  1853. 
He  studied  theology  in  the  Allegheny  Seminary,  and  was  licensed  by 
Pittsburgh  Presbytery  in  April  1859 ;  and  was  ordained  and  installed  in 
Baltimore  congregation  December  26,  1859,  and  resigned  this  charge 
May  5,  1863.  He  labored  three  years  as  a  missionary  in  the  west,  chiefly 
in  the  vicinity  of  Olathe,  Kansas,  where  he  built  up  the  congregation  of 
Olathe  and  Pleasant  Ridge,  over  which  he  was  installed  as  pastor,  March 
10,  1865.  Here  he  labored  with  marked  success  as  missionary  and  pastor 
about  22  years.  He  was  a  most  laborious  and  at  tentative  pastor.  He 
was  an  able  expounder  of  God's  Word.  His  expositions  were  so  clear 
and  plain,  his  style  so  pure  and  chaste,  that  his  hearers  could  understand 
and  remember  them.  He  was  a  ripe  scholar,  and  a  profound  theologian. 
He  was  well  acquainted  with  ecclesiastical  law,  and  church  order.  He 
was  wise  in  counsel,  and  prudent  in  judgment.  He  was  buccessrul  in 
building  up  the  large  and  flourishing  congregation  of  Olathe.  He  was 
highly  esteemed  as  pastor,  friend  and  neighbor  by  those  among  whom  he 
dwelt.  His  last  illness  was  short  and  severe.  His  death  sudden  and  un- 
expected. His  departure  was  greatly  lamented  by  neighbors,  friends  and 
brethren.  We  tender  our  deepest  sympathies  to  his  bereaved  wife  and 
children  and  children's  children.  We  are  all  admonished  of  the  necessity 
of  being  prepared  for  the  coming  of  our  Lord,  that  we  may  be  found  of 
Ilini  in  peace  without  spot  and  blameless.      J.  Dodds,         \      Q*  *i 

G.  A.  Edgak,    J  Commm 

J.  M.  AlKEN,      ) 

The  Committee  on  the  Death  uf  Rev.  J,  K.  Reed  reported.    Tie 
report  was  accepted  and  adopted,  *tvd  \»  *&  W\wi*\ 
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Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Death  of  Bey.  J.  Knox  Reed. 

J.  Knox  Reed  entered  into  his  rest  on  the  tenth  day  of  August,  1894, 
n  his  thirty-second  year.  Born  in  Westmoreland  Co.,  Pa.,  May  8,  1863, 
lewas  graduated  from  Geneva  College  May  27,  1885,  as  the  honor  man 
»f  his  class,  and  was  ordained  and  installed  over  the  congregation  of 
fovina,  N.  Y.,  December  18,  1891.  As  his  health  failed,  he  was  released 
rem  his  pastorate  October  31, 1893. 

In  his  death  the  church  has  lost  a  young  man  of  strong  character,  one 
hat  was  peculiarly  gifted,  and  would  have  made  a  most  useful  minister  in 
ur  denomination.  Short  as  his  earthly  mission  was,  he  has  left  on  all 
nowing  him  a  deep  and  lasting  impression  of  a  well  developed  manhood, 
nd  a  thoroughly  devoted  life. 

Exemplary  in  his  character,  unassuming  in  his  disposition,  scholarly  in 
is  attainments,  keen  in  his  perceptions,  finely  balanced  in  his  judgments, 
e  commanded  the  admiration,  confidence  and  affection  of  all  his  friends, 
ery  prominent  in  his  marked  individuality  was  his  devotion  to  his  Lord 
ad  Saviour.  With  him  the  will  of  God  was  first.  To  know  that  will 
id  to  do  it  was  the  keynote  of  his  spiritual  life. 

As  a  minister  he  was  a  faithful  student,  a  spiritual  and  practical  teacher, 
diligent  pastor.     His  influences  were  powerful  for  good  in  the  neighbor- 
ed of  his  congregation,  and  his  work  and  name  are  held  by  his  people 
loving  remembrance. 

The  closing  years  of  his  life  were  filled  with  deep  sorrow  and  sufferings, 
hese  tended  to  ripen  his  character  and  to  adorn  it  with  the  glories  of  a 
iumphant  faith.  One  of  his  last  utterances  was  this :  "  I  leave  my  testi- 
ony  that  I  die  in  the  faith  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  my  Saviour,  and 
the  full  hope  of  the  resurrection  of  my  body." 

While  we  mourn  his  departure,  we  are  confident  that  he  has  been  called 
higher  service  in  his  Lord's  kingdom,  and  that  those  vigorous  faculties 
th  which  he  was  endowed  are  opening  and  developing  in  the  heavenly 
nistry.  John  W.  F.  Carlisle,   *)      nf  ., 

E.  F.  Thomson,  \   nUJ     .?, 

A.I.ROBB,  J   OomimlA* 

The  Committee  on  Presbyterial  Reports  presented  their  report.  The 
[x>rt  was  accepted,  amended  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Report  of  Oommittee  on  Presbyterial  Reports. 

The  Committee  on  Presbyterial  Reports  respectfully  report : 
The  statistics  placed  in  our  hands  were  very  inaccurate  and  incomplete, 
ae  carelessness  of  many  clerks  of  both  presbyteries  and  sessions,  in  pre- 
iring  their  reports,  and  in  sending  them  in  within  the  specified  time,  is 
lpardonable.  The  number  of  congregations  is  116,  a  decrease  of  3.  Of 
tese  72  have  pastors,  7  have  stated  supplies,  and  37  have  no  pastoral 
rersight. 

The  number  of  ministers  is  112,  an  increase  of  3,  seven  have  been  or- 
Mned,  3  have  died,  1  has  withdrawn  from  the  communion  of  the  church 
ad  11  have  been  installed.  There  are  67  pastors,  5  of  whom  have  double 
barges.  Of  the  remainder,  1  is  laboring  in  the  Indian  Mission,  1  in  the 
•outnern  Mission,  2  in  Geneva  College,  1  in  Amity  College,  2  in  the  Sem- 
jary,  4  in  the  Foreign  Mission  and  1  is  agent  of  Testimony  Bearing. 
Mothers  are  more  or  lest  actively  engaged  in  the  work  oi  the  ministry. 
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The  number  of  students  in  the  Seminary  is  15.  There  were  3  licensed  last 
year,  making  in  all  7  licentiates. 

New  York,  Illinois,  Pittsburgh,  Kansas,  and  Vermont  Presbyteries  re- 
port a  net  increase  in  membership.  All  the  others  show  a  falling  off.  Of 
the  congregations  44  report  a  net  increase,  while  all  the  others  report  a 
decrease.  The  number  of  members  is  9,676.  The  number  last  year  was 
9,7«S7,  making  a  decrease  of  111  since  our  last  report 

We  feel  that  this  discouraging  showing  is  in  no  little  measure  to  be 
attributed  to  the  distracting  discussions  throughout  the  church  during  the 
last  year. 

The  number  of  Sabbath  School  scholars  is  11,297.  Last  year  it  was 
10,941,  making  an  increase  of  356. 

The  total  contribution  is $  183.679  00 

Average  per  member $18.98 

Foreign  Missions 12,305  00 

Average 1.27 

Home  Missions 4,322  00 

Average 44 

Southern  Mission 3,154  00 

Average 32 

Chinese  Mission 1,096  00 

Average 11 

Theological  Seminary 896  00 

Average 09 

Indian  Mission 2,022  00 

Average .21 

Sustentation 1,595  00 

Average 16 

Church  Erection 21,104  00 

Average 2.18 

Salaries 68,488  00 

Average 7.07 

National  Reform 3,463  00 

Average .35 

Miscellaneous 62,223  00 

Average 6.43 

Total, $  183,679  00 

We  recommend  the  following : 

1.  That  new  statistical  blanks  be  prepared  for  the  use  of  clerks  of 
presbyteries  and  of  sessions  in  preparing  their  statistical  reports,  and  that 
a  now  list  of  questions  be  prepared  for  the  use  of  clerks  of  presbyteries. 

2.  That  clerks  of  presbyteries  and  of  sessions  be  urged  to  a  greater  de- 
gree of  care  and  promptness  in  the  preparation  and  forwarding  of  their 
reports.  K.  C.  Reed,  ^J       ^/(, 

1  T.  A.  Rusk,  (  „°f  th.„ 

G.  R.  McBukney,      )  Com»M«- 

Report  of  Colorado  Presbytery. 

Colorado  Presbytery  would  respectfully  report : 

We  have  held  one  regular  meeting  during  the  year.  We  have  four  congrega- 
tions, Denver,  Evans,  LuJunta,  and  Seattle.  All  receive  aid  from  the  Domestic 
Mission  Fund.  Two  have  settled  pastors,  Denver  and  Evans.  LaJunta's  faiuV 
lul  pastor,  D.  G .  Thompson,  bus  recently  been  removed  by  death.  The  presby- 
tery deeply  feels  the  loss  of  this,  its  moderator  and  wise  counsellor. 

Seattle  made  a  call  December  31st,  on  P.  J.  McDonald,  which  has  been  pre* 
sented  to  him  hy  the  presbytery,  but  he  requested  a  little  further  time  for  tJw 
consideration  of  the  call. 
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be  Dame  of  J.  M.  Armour  has  been  added  to  our  roll.  Five  ministers  are  on 
roll. 

very  interesting  and  successful  National  Reform  Convention  has  been  held 
tin  our  bounds  in  the  city  of  Denver, 
ir  statistical  report  has  been  forwarded  to  Synod's  committee. 

Respectfully  submitted,  James  Patton,  Clerk. 

Report  of  Illinois  Presbytery, 

liuois  Presbytery  would  respectfully  report : 

e  have  held  two  regular  meetings  during  the  year.  We  have  nnder  our  care, 
i  congregations,  five  of  whom  are  enjoying  settled  pastors.  J.  0.  French  was 
illed  pastor  of  Oakdale  congregation,  August  2,  1894. 

rinceton  congregation,  which  has  long  been  without  a  pastor,  and  which  has 
ally  grown  in  membership  during  these  years,  is  now  enjoying  a  settled  pas- 
te. J.  G.  Reed  was  ordained  and  installed  pastor,  of  this  congregation,  May 
1895.  J.  R.  Wylie,  was,  at  his  own  request,  released  from  the  oharge  ot 
rch  Hill  congregation,  and  transferred  to  Kansas  Presbytery,  having  ac- 
ed  a  call  from  Blanchard  congregation. 

.  A.  Oault  having  accepted  the  editorship  of  the  Christian  Cynosure,  has,  in 
rregular  manner,  left  his  congregation  in  Blooming  ton,  and  the  matter  is 
er  the  consideration  of  presbytery.  The  congregations  under  our  care,  have, 
wonderful  extent,  enjoyed  the  blessing  and  favor  of  God  during  the  past  year, 
ile  the  church  seems  to  be  falling  off  in  many  localities,  we  are  able  to  report 
ncouraging  increase  in  membership, 
resbytery  asks  for  the  time  of  1 J  laborers  during  the  year, 
ur  statistical  report  is  herewith  submitted.  J.  C.  Frbnch,  Clerk. 

Report  of  Iowa  Presbytery. 

he  Iowa  Presbytery  would  respectfully  report : 

hat  during  the  past  synod  ical  year  we  have  held  two  meetings,  one  regular, 
other  special.  At  our  special  meeting  held  in  Morning  Sun,  Iowa,  Novem- 
8,  1894,  Dr.  H.  P.  McClurkin  was  received  from  the  United  Presbyterian 
rch,  and  enrolled  among  our  ministerial  members. 

ur  roll  now  contains  the  names  of  eight  ministers  and  of  eleven  congregations, 
it  of  these  congregations  have  settled  pastors,  Lake  Reno  and  Glenwood  con- 
ing united  under  the  pastoral  care  of  E.  G.  Elsey. 

e  have  three  vacancies,  viz. — Washington,  Lind  Grove  and  Elliota.  Wash- 
on  congregation  has  made  out  a  call  in  favor  of  W.  C.  Allen,  of  Rochester 
sbytery.  This  has  been  sustained  and  forwarded  for  presentation.  In  case 
Ir.  Allen's  acceptance,  a  commission  has  been  appointed  to  attend  to  his 
illation. 

nd  Grove  congregation  is  practically  disorganized  on  account  of  the  death 
lder  Samuel  Hawthorne  ;  the  desire  of  its  membership,  however,  as  to  reor- 
ization,  has  not  yet  been  a&certained.  Elliota  was  under  the  care  of  the  Cen- 
Board  during  the  past  year,  but  has  again  been  returned  to  us  for 
ivation. 

.  H.  Buck  is  the  only  licentiate  under  our  care.  His  time  and  also  that  of 
H.  P.  McClurkin,  and  one  half  of  the  time  of  G.  R.  McBurney,  are  at  the  dis- 
►1  of  Synod. 

he  days  of  fasting  and  thanksgiving  appointed  by  Synod  have  been  observed 
•ur  congregations. 

or  statistical  report  has  been  forwarded  to  Synod's  committee.  We  ask  for 
laborei  during  six  months.     Respectfully  submitted,  J.  A.  Black,  Clerk. 

Report  of  Kansas  Presbytery. 

he  Presbytery  of  Kansas  would  respectfully  report: 

hat  we  have  held-  two  regular  meetings  during  the  year  ;  that  a  good  degree 
rosperity  has  attended  our  labors  and  congregations  generally,  but  the  strin- 
gy caused  by  drought  and  general  financial  depression  has  materially  hin- 
d  our  progress.  Yet  with  gratitude  to  God  for  his  goodness  in  the  past, 
take  heart  for  the  future. 
re  have  under  our  care  fifteen  congregations  and  mission  fetation*.    N^*\iWi* 
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in  response  to  a  petition  from  a  number  of  our  members  in  and  around  College 
Springs,  Iowa,  granted  an  organization,  which  has  been  effected  by  a  committee 
appointed  by  presbytery. 

The  Rev.  J.  M.  Littlejobn,  D.  D.,  has  been  received  by  certificate  from  New 
York  Presbytery,  and  is  now  laboring  as  President  of  Amity  College,  College 
Springs,  Iowa.  We  have  received  a  very  generous  otter  from  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  this  institution  to  take  it  under  our  care  as  a  church,  the  consideration  of 
which  is  to  be  presented  to  Synod  at  this  meeting 

Rev.  W.  S.  Fulton  has,  at  his  own  request,  been  released  from  the  pastorate  of 
Beulah  congregation,  and  has  received  a  call  from  Hebron  congregation,  which 
he  is  now  holding  under  consideration . 

Mr.  Geo.  A.  Edgar,  licentiate,  was  ordained  to  the  work  of  the  holy  ministry, 
and  installed  pastor  of  Olathe  congregation  by  a  commission  of  presbytery,  Jooe 
27,  1894. 

Rev.  J.  R.  Wylie  has  been  received  by  certificate  from  the  Illinois  Presbytery, 
and  was  by  a  commission  of  presbytery  installed  pastor  of  Lone:  Branch  congre- 
gation, August  28,  1894. 

We  have  under  our  care  two  theological  students,  E.  A.  Crooks  and  A.  M. 
Thompson,  who  have  completed  their  first  year  in  the  Theological  Seminary. 

We  report  the  death  of  our  beloved  brother  Rev.  William  Wilson  McMillan, 
who  died  at  bis  home  in  Olathe,  April  26,  1895,  after  a  short  illness. 

Rev.  J.  R.  W.  Stevensou  has  accepted  the  call  made  upon  him  by  the  Eskridge 
congregation,  was  formally  installed  pastor  by  a  commission  of  presbytery,  April 
19,  1895. 

We  have  Revs.  Josiah  Dodds,  B.  M.  Sharp,  W.  S.  Fulton  and  J.  A.  Thompson, 
whose  time  is  at  the  disposal  of  Synod.  We  have  recommended  at  onr  Spring 
meeting  Rev.  J.  Dodds  and  W.  W.  McMillan  to  the  aged  ministers  fund  for  aid, 
to  the  amount  of  $400.00  each,  and  ask  that  the  amount  desired  for  W.  W. 
McMillan  be  granted  his  widow  and  family ;  also  Mrs.  J.  H.  Wylie,  to  the  Board 
of  Fund  for  Ministers'  Widows  and  Orphans  to  the  amount  of  $250. CO. 

Sylvania  and  Quinter  congregations  have  become  disorganized.  Rev.  J. 
BoggB  Dodds  is  laboring  devotedly  in  our  Foreign  Mission  field,  Suadia,  Syria. 
We  ask  the  full  time  of  one  and  one-half  laborers  during  the  year. 

Our  statistical  report  is  herewith  submitted.  T.  J.  Allkn,  Clerk. 

Report  of  Lakes  Presbytery. 

Lakes  Presbytery  would  respectfully  report : 

That  during  the  synodical  year  now  closed  one  regular  meeting  has  been  held, 
which  wa%much  enjoyed  by  every  member  of  presbytery.  It  is  a  great  satisfac- 
tion for  us  as  a  pi  esby tery  to  meet,  and  we  look  forward  to  our  meeting  with 
pleasure.  We  are  practically  following  the  injunction  given  to  the  Saints  of 
Thes&alonica,  "  and  be  at  peace  among  yourselves." 

At  this  meeting  we  received  C.  McLeod  Smith  and  Louis  Meyer  as  students  of 
theology  of  the  first  year.  Some  changes  have  recently  taken  place  among  us, 
At  a  meeting  of  presbytery  on  June  7th,  Rev.  S.  K.  McClurkin  was  released  from 
Fair  Grove,  Michigan,  and  Rev.  T.  H.  Walker  having  accepted  the  call  from 
Baltimore,  was  released  from  Cedar  Lake,  Indiana,  and  transferred  to  the  Phila- 
delphia Presbytery.  At  a  meeting  of  Commission  of  Presbytery  at  Northwood, 
Ohio,  April  22,  1895,  a  call  was  presented  to  J.  G.  Reed,  licentiate,  from  Prince- 
ton, Indiana,  and  by  him  accepted,  and  he  was  transferred  to  Illinois  Presbytery. 

We  have  eight  congregations  and  two  missiou  stations.  Seven  ministers,  two 
of  whom  are  unsettled,  Rev.  C.  Clyde  and  Rev.  S.  R.  McClurkin,  the  whole  of 
whose  time  is  at  the  disposal  of  Synod.  Two  theological  students,  and  two  vacant 
congregations.     We  ask  for  the  one-third  time  of  one  laborer. 

Our  statistical  report  has  been  submitted. 

Respectfully  submitted,        P.  P.  Boyd,  Clerk. 

Report  of  New   York  Presbytery. 

New  York  Presbytery  would  respectfully  report : 

We  have  held  two  regular  meetings,  and  one  special  meeting  since  our  last  re* 
port.  We  report  fourteen  congregations.  West  Hebron  was  reorganized  July 
H,  1894,  and  has  recently  called  Mr.  T.  A.  McElwain. 
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1st  New  York  has  been  united  to  3d  New  York,  the  name  of  the  latter  congre- 

tion  being  retained. 

We  have  thirteen  ministers,  eleven  of  whom  are  settled  pastors.  Mr.  A.  I.  Robb, 

is  ordained  and  installed  pastor  of  Bovina,  July  5, 1894.    Rev.  S.  R.  Wallace 

is  installed  pastor  of  Brooklyn,  January  17,  1895.    Rev.  J.  K.  Reed  died, 

igust  10,  1894.     Rev.  J.  M.  Littlejohn  was  certified  to  Kansas  Presbytery, 

*y  7,  1895.    Rev.  James  Kennedy  was  released  from  4th  New  York,  October 

,  1894.    Rev.  J.  O.  Bayles  was  released  from  Kortright,  May  8,  1895.     He  also 

seived  a  letter  of  standing,  and  his  name  has  been  taken  from  our  roll.    Our 

settled  ministers  are  Rev.  James  Kennedy,  who  has  by  no  means  ceased  to 

>or,  and  Rev.  T.  A.  Rusk,  who  is  stated  supply  at  St.  Louis. 

Rev.  F.  M.  Foster  is  chairman  of  our  Committee  on  Supplies,  and  Rev.  S.  G. 

aw  is  treasurer  of  presbytery. 

We  ask  for  one-half  time  of  one  laborer  for  the  year,  our  vacancies  being 

>rtright,  4th  New  York  and  West  Hebron. 

Our  quota  of  the  travelling  fund  is  full,  and  our  statistical  report  is  in  the 

nds  of  Synod's  committee.  Respectfully  submitted,  S.  G.  Shaw,  Olerk. 

Report  of  Ohio  Presbytery. 

The  Ohio  Presbytery  would  respectfully  report : 

We  have  held  two  regular  meetings  during  the  year.  We  have  eight  congre- 
tions  under  our  care,  four  of  them  being  without  pastors.  We  have  five  min- 
lers,  one  of  whom  is  without  charge.  We  have  one  student  of  theology.  R.  J. 
lult  was  released  from  the  pastoral  care  of  Mansfield  at  our  Spring  meeting, 
d  R.  M.  Blackwood  was  licensed  at  the  same  meeting.  P.  H.  Wylie  has  been 
pointed  stated  supply  for  Middle  Wheeling,  and  North  Salem  congregations, 
d  J.  M.  Faris  for  Muskingum  and  Tomica  congregations.  Mansfield  has  been 
sommended  to  the  Central  Board  as  a  mission  station. 

The  full  time  of  R.  J.  Gault  is  at  the  disposal  of  Synod,  and  the  time  of  Mr. 
ackwood  from  July  1st  uutil  opening  of  seminary,  and  from  close  of  seminary 
1  next  meeting  of  Synod.  So  far  as  we  know  the  days  of  thanksgiving  and 
iting  have  been  observed  by  our  congregations.  Our  statistical  report  was  for- 
irded  in  due  time.  R.  J.  Gault,  Clerk,  pro  tern. 

Report  of  Philadelphia  Presbytery. 

Philadelphia  Presbytery  respectfully  reports: 

The  usual  semi-annual  meetings  have  been  held;  also  a  number  of  special 

votings.    At  the  last  meeting  a  conference  was  held  at  which  the  subject  dis- 

saed  was,  "The  Testimony  of  the  Martyrs."    The  discussion  awakened  such 

merest  that  a  second  meeting  was  held  soon  afterward,  for  the  consideration  of 

b  same  subject. 

No  special  change  has  occurred  among  our  ministers  or  congregations  during 

e  year,  except  that  Baltimore  congregation  has  called  Rev.  T.  H.  Walker  to 

Ice  the  pastoral  charge,  and  the  call  has  been  accepted.     His  name  has  been 

ded  to  our  roll.    We  are  greatly  encouraged  at  the  prospects  of  this  important 

Id  being  occupied  by  our  brother,  whose  experience  and  labors  show  his  fitness 

r  service  in  that  great  city. 

Our  congregations  are  interested  in  all  the  general  work  of  the  church.    They 

,ve  also  entered  with  zeal  into  mission  work  iu  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  con- 

icting  one  mission  among  the  Italians,  and  another  among  the  Syrians,  besides 

king  charge  of  Synod's  Mission  to  the  Jews. 

We  derive  much  strength  from  our  Young  People's  Societies  of  Christian 

ndeavor,  which  operate  in  delightful  harmony.     They  have  taken  steps  to  or- 

inize  a  presbyterial  union. 

The  usual  services  of  fasting  and  thanksgiving  have  been  observed.     We 

alize  that  we  have  been  far  from  improving  the  year  as  we  ought,  to  the  glory 

T  our  Lord,  and  for  the  salvation  of  souls;  yet  with  thankful  hearts,  we  praise 

or  enthroned  Redeemer,  for  the  harmony  that  exists  among  us,  for  the  wide 

nd  useful  doors  he  has  opened  for  us  to  enter,  and  for  tbe  willingness  he  bas 

Wen  our  people  to  devote  themselves  and  their  means  to  His  work ;  and  we 

nil  earnestly  and  unitedly  pray  for  the  continuance  of  his  presence,  guidance 

•nd power.  Respectfully  submitted,  J.  C.  M.cFBBrcvsA,  OUrk. 
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Report  of  Netv  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia  Presbytery. 

The  Presbytery  of  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia  would  respectfully  report: 
That  we  have  held  one  meeting  during  the  Tear.  At  this  meeting  December 
20,  1894,  Rev.  A.  J.  McFarland,  D.  D.,  having  received  an  appointment  to 
lecture  on  testimony  bearing,  asked  to  be  released  from  the  oharge  of  St  John's 
congregation.  His  request  was  granted,  and  he  was  given  a  certificate  of  dismis- 
sal to  the  Pittsburgh  Presbytery.  This  reduces  the  number  of  our  ministers  to 
two,  and  only  one  of  these  is  in  charge  of  a  congregation.  We  have  three  vacant 
congregations:  of  these  Houlton,  being  weak,  only  asks  for  supplies  during 
August  and  September;  St.  John  and  Barnesville,  neither  being  able  to  sustain 
a  pastor  separately,  would  unite.  These  congregations  are  twenty-two  miles 
apart,  but  there  is  railroad  connection,  also  a  very  good  highway.  This,  we 
consider  is  a  good  field  for  a  young  and  energetic  man,  and  the  congregations  ask 
for  supply  for  full  time — one  man  to  remain  only  for  two  or  three  months,  so 
that  in  this  way  the  congregations  would  have  opportunity  to  select  a  pastor. 

Rev.  Robert  Stewart  makes  application  through  the  presbytery  to  the  Aged 
Ministers'  Fund  for  the  amount  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  Mr.  Stewart 
is  now  advanced  in  years  and  feels  the  infirmities  of  old  age.  His  circum- 
stances are  such  as  compel  him  to  look  to  this  fund  for  aid,  and  we  hope  you 
will  receive  his  request  with  favor;  We  also  ask  for  Mrs.  Lawson,  widow  of  the 
late  Rev.  J.  R.  Lawson,  her  proportion  of  the  Widow's  Fund.  Our  statistical 
report  was  forwarded  about  May  16th. 

Respectfully  submitted,  Thos.  McFaxl,  Clerk. 

Report  of  Pittsburgh  Presbytery. 

Pittsburgh  Presbytery  has,  during  the  past  year,  held  two  regular  meetings, 
one  adjourned  meeting  and  two  special  meetings.  The  first  of  these  special 
meetings  was  on  June  26,  1894,  when  H.  G.  Foster  was  ordained  and  installed 
pastor  of  Geneva  congregation;  the  adjourned  meeting  was  on  May  15, 1895,  when 
J.  B.  Mclsaac  was  ordained  and  installed  pastor  of  Brookland  and  Manchester 
congregation,  and  the  second  special  meeting  was  on  May  23,  1895,  when 
W.  J.  MeKnight  was  ordained  and  installed  pastor  of  Mercer  and  Adamsrille 
congregation. 

Rev.  G.  M.  Robb  resigned  the  pastoral  charge  of  New  Alexandria  congrega- 
tion, on  May  15,  1895.  We  now  have  in  our  presbytery  twenty-six  congrega- 
tions, a  decrease  of  two  since  our  report  last  year.  On  July  26,  1894,  the  con- 
gregations of  McKeesport  and  Monongahela  were  reunited,  and  the  congrega- 
tion of  Oil  City  has  lost  its  organization,  being  now  enrolled  as  a  mission  station. 
Nineteen  congregations  have  settled  pastors,  three  are  in  care  of  stated  supplies, 
and  two  are  in  charge  of  the  Central  Board. 

We  have  on  our  roll  the  names  of  thirty-eight  ministers,  of  whom  seventeen 
are  settled  pastors,  five  are  missionaries,  four  are  in  the  seminary  and  college, 
one  is  a  stated  supply,  and  one,  Dr.  A.  J.  McFarland,  is  in  the  employ  of  Svnod 
in  the  work  of  testimony  bearing.  He  was  received  from  the  Presbytery  of  Net 
Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia,  April  11,  1895.  On  April  10,  1895,  J.  B.  Giimorc 
and  A.  J.  McFarland  were  licensed  to  preach  the  gospel. 

Our  licentiates  are  J.  M.  Coleman,  J.  B.  Gilmore,  A.  J.  McFarland  and  T.  A 
McElwain. 

The  students  of  theology  under  our  care  are  J.  B.  Gilmore  and  A.  J.  McFar- 
land, of  the  fourth  year;  T.  M.  Slater,  of  the  third  year;  and  D.  O.  Jack,  W.  M. 
George,  Moses  Greenberg,  James  McCune  and  W.  T.  K.  Thompson,  of  the 
second  year. 

The  full  time  of  the  following  laborers  is  at  the  disposal  of  Synod :  J-  R- 
Baird,  H.  Easson,  J.  C.  K.  Faris,  J.  L.  McCartney,  J.  J.  McClurkin,  T.  A. 
McElwain,  G.  P.  Raitt,  G.  M.  Robb  and  D.  J.  Shaw,  and  the  time  of  J.  B.  Gil- 
more until  the  opening  of  the  seminary. 

The  Presbytery  asks  for  the  full  time  of  one  laborer. 

We  request  that  Revs.  J.  Galbraith,  J.  J.  McClurkin  and  J.  R.  Baird  receive 
a  share  in  the  distribution  of  the  Aged  Minister's  Fund.  Mrs.  Laura  Speerfe 
also  recommended  for  aid  from  the  fund  for  the  widows  and  children  of  deceased 
ministers.  W.  J.  Coleman,  Clerk. 
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Report  of  ItocJiextcr  I^i'esbytery. 

The  Presbytery  ot  Rochester  would  respectfully  report: 

That  we  bave  held  two  regular  and  two  pro  re  nata  meetings  since  last  Synod, 
le  last  year  has  made  its  changes,  and  we  have  now  only  four  constituent  mem- 
rs  of  presbytery,  with  only  three  settled  pastors.  S.  R.  Wallace  was  trans- 
red  to  New  York  Presbytery,  January  3,  1895.     The  pastoral  relation  between 

C  Allen  and  Lochiel  congregation  was  dissolved  May  14,  1895.  Sterling 
d  Syracuse  congregations  have  been  receiving  supplies  during  the  year,  and 
:v.  H.  P.  McClurkin  has  labored  for  seven  months  in  Rochester  congregation. 
:oept  Lochiel.  which  only  received  three  months  preaching  last  summer,  our 
ogregations  have  been  receiving  the  usual  regular  care. 

There  has  been  no  marked  religious  movement  among  us,  but  some  of  our 
ogregations  have  even  been  more  liberal  than  usual  in  their  contributions.  A. 
McFarland  has  travelled  through  our  bounds,  and  has  seemed  to  do  a  good 
>rk  in  which  our  people  have  been  interested.  We  feel  that  such  causes  as 
itional  Reform,  The  Sabbath  Movement,  The  Bible  Society,  etc.,  should  receive 
)re  attention  by  the  church,  and  should  receive  the  practical  support  of  our 
ople. 

We  report  our  travelling  fund  full. 

Oar  statistical  report  has  been  forwarded  to  Synod's  committee. 
The  time  of  R.  C.  Allen  is  at  the  disposal  of  Synod,  with  the  request  that  he 
main  in  the  East. 

Our  congregations  only  ask  for  the  time  of  one  and  one-fourth  men,  and  we 
ave  it  with  our  committee  of  supplies  to  make  Buch  arrangement  with  Synod's 
mimittee,  as  will  meet  the  special  request  of  any  of  our  congregations. 

E.  M.  Coleman  has  been  appointed  to  meet  with  Synod's  Board  of  Missions. 

We  would  again  recommend  Mrs.  Lydia  French  to  a  share  in  the  fund  for 
'idows  of  deceased  ministers.  R.  C.  Allen,  Clerk. 

Report  of  Vermont  Presbytery. 

The  Vermont  Presbytery  would  respectfully  report : 

That  since  the  last  meeting  of  Synod  we  have  held  two  regular  meetings. 

We  have  four  congregations,  two  with  pastors,  and  two  without.  The  con- 
Tegations  of  Ryegate  and  Topsham  were  able,  during  the  year,  to  support 
•reaching  two  months  each.  These  congregations  have  requested  no  supplies 
or  the  present  year. 

The  congregation  of  Barnet  was  recommended  to  the  Board  of  Sustentation. 

The  days  of  thanksgiving  and  fasting  have  been  observed  by  most  of  the 
aggregations. 

Our  statistics  have  been  sent  to  the  Committee  on  Presbyterial  Records. 

Respectfully  submitted,  D.  C.  Faris,  Clerk. 

The  Committee  on  Presbyterial  Reports  for  next  year  was  instructed 
o  prepare  a  form  for  new  statistical  blanks  for  adoption. 

The  Committee  on  Theological  Seminary  and  Education  reported. 
The  report  was  accepted,  amended  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

Report  of  Committee  on  Theological  Seminary  and  Education. 

The  Committee  on  Theological  Seminary  and  Education  would  re- 
spectfully report,  that  the  Theological  Seminary  and  Geneva  College 
arc  in  a,very  satisfactory  condition, 

The  fact  that  more  than  half  of  the  students  in  the  seminary  are  of 
the  first  year  indicates  that  God  is  answering  the  prayer  of  the  church 
for  laborers  in  his  harvest,  and  that  he  intends  to  use  our  church  in  the 
great  work  of  the  world's  redemption,  and  the  establishment  of  the 
kingdom  of  the  Messiah.  The  report  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents 
shows  that  the  professors  have  done  efficient  work,  and  deserve  the  con- 
fidence and  support  of  the  whole  church,  and  that  the  church  Uaa  x&wv^ 
t°  hope  for  from  the  students. 
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The  reports  of  the  Board  of  Corporators  and  of  the  trustees  of  Gen- 
eva College  furnish  cause  of  thanksgiving  for  the  blessing  of  God  on 
this  institution.  The  seed  sown  in  tears  is  now  being  reaped  with  joy. 
We  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  our  Theological  Seminary  will  be 
furnished  with  increasing  numbers  of  devoted  students,  and  that  mis- 
sion fields  will  not  lack  volunteers.  That  which  commends  the  college 
and  its  work  to  us  most  of  all,  is  not  the  number  of  students  but  the 
spirit  of  religion  that  pervades  the  institution.  Few  things  will  give 
to  parents  more  of  confidence  in  committing  their  children  to  the  care 
of  the  college  than  tke  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  they  will  be  sur- 
rounded during  their  college  years  with  Christian  influences. 

The  college  very  much  needs  money  to  clear  off  some  old  debts,  and 
to  provide  for  the  efficiency  of  the  institution.  The  efforts  of  the  pres- 
ident to  increase  the  endowment  deserves  the  thanks  of  Synod,  and 
should  meet  with  favor  by  all  friends  of  Christian  education. 

The  collection  of  notes  remaining  unpaid  should  not  be  further  de- 
layed. These  notes  are  long  overdue,  and  delay  in  payment  imperils 
the  safety  of  the  principal. 

Resolved^  1.    That  we  commend  the  seminary  and  college  to 
patronage  of  parents  and  students,  to  the  liberality  of  those  who 
the  Lord's  money  in  their  hands,  and  to  the  prayers  of  all  God'f 
on  behalf  of  professors  and  students.    Let  us  give  these  instltutfa 
large  place  in  our  thoughts,  affections  and  efforts. 

2.  That  Thos.  E.  Greacen  be  re-elected  as  a  member  of  the 
Corporators. 

3.  That  Rev.  T.  P.  Stevenson,  and  elders  D.  Boyd  and  W.  R.  St 
be  elected  their  own  successors  for  a  term  of  three  years. 

Respectfully  submitted,         J.  C.  Smith, 

J.  S.  Thompson, 
J.  M.  Aiken, 
D.  S.  Faris, 
A.  Dodds, 

Report  of  Seminary  Board, 

The  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theological  Seminary  respectfully  ,__a 

The  session  opened  on  the  18th  of  September,  1894,  and  closed  on  the" 
of  March,  1895,  the  closing  exercises  occupying  two  days  and  one  evening; 

We  are  much  gratified  in  being  able  to  state  that  the  number  of  students] 
year  is  five  in  excess  of  the  number  present  last  year.    The  list  is  as  to 
Fourth  year.— John  Brown  Mclsaac,  James  Gray  Reed.     Third  year.—] 
Morrison  Blackwood,  Andrew  Mclntyre  George,  John  Blair  Gilmore,  Ai 
James  McFarland.    Second  year. — Thomas  Melville  Slater.    Jfint  year.- 
Allen  Crooks,  William  McCleod  George,  David  Owen  Jack,  James 
Louis  Meyer,   Calvin  McCleod  Smith,   Albert  Melville    Thompson, 
Thomas  Knox  Thompson. 

•'  Twelve  of  the  students  were  present  at  the  first  of  the  session.    Mr.i 
entered  September  20th ;  Mr.  Gilmore  was  present  at  the  opening  h 
owing  to  his  business  engagements  for  the  summer  could  not  return 
studies  until  October  15  ;  Mr.  Meyer  entered  November  5th,  after  the  ' 
vacation  ;  Mr.  A.  M.  George  did  not  return  until  January  29th." 

The  examinations,  written  and  oral  and  the  discourses  were  heartily  sustained* 

Professor  Burleigh  gave  instruction  in  elocution  to  the  students. 

Certificates  were  given  to  the  candidates  for  licensure,  the  students  of  tbe 
third  year,  and  diplomas  to  those  of  the  fourth  year. 

The  professors'  reports  containing  the  account  of  the  work  done  during  the  year 
hare  been  published  for  tue  \ittoYm«X\im  of  the  church. 
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A  petition,  signed  by  ten  of  the  students,  asking  the  Synod  to  change  the 
theological  course  from  its  present  term  of  four  years  of  six  months  to  a  course 
of  three  yean  of  eight  months,  or  such  a  number  of  months  as  Synod  may  deem 
proper,  has  been  transferred  by  order  or  the  Board  and  professors. 

The  terms  of  Rev.  T.  P.  Stevenson,  D.  D.  and  elders  1).  Boyd  and  W.  R.  Ster- 
rett  have  expired.    Their  successors  should  be  elected. 

Respectfully  submitted,     T.  P.  Stevenson,   Chairman. 
J.  W.  Sfroull,  Secretary. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Corporators  of  Geneva  College. 
The  Board  of  Corporator*  of  Geneva  College  respectfully  report  : 

It  is  with  much  satisfaction  that  ire  transmit  to  Synod  the  annual  report  of 
our  Board  of  Trustees.  The  carrying  forward  of  all  our  work  as  a  chnroh  is  so 
intimately  related  to  the  welfare  of  the  college  that  the  continued  and  growing 
prosperity  of  this  institution  bodes  well  for  the  future. 

Tour  Board  is  gratified  to  note  the  increasing  number  of  candidates  for  the 
ministry  and  the  maiked  development  of  the  spirit  of  missions  among  the 
ttudenta.  This  report  affords  ground  to  hope  that  the  church's  call  for  volun- 
teer laborers  to  enter  the  mission  fields  will  not  long  remain  unanswered. 

The  attention  of  the  friends  of  the  college  should  be  directed  to  the  immediate 
sing  need  for  funds  to  protect  from  decay  the  fine  buildings  erected  at 
It  requires  the  utmost  economy  to  keep  the  current  expense  within 
t  income,   >  ad  special  outlay  can  only  be  met  by  special  gifts. 

■  very  important  mailer  referred  to  in  the  report  is  the  condition  of  the 
nt  notes.     The  old  endowment  fund  suffered  heavy  loss,  through  the 

h  of  subscribers  to  pay  their  interest,  and  finally  their  inability  or  refusal 

notes.     The  utmost  care  will  be  necessary  to  guard  the  new  endow- 

.  similar  fate.     This  endowment  was  made  up  to  the  sum  of  $100,000 

■■  effort  on  the  floor  of  the  Synod  and  the  conditions  of  the  subscrip- 

t>  such  that  the  subscribers  are  sacredly  bound  in  honor  to  ooe  another 

■■:.:■■■:  sh  and  to  Christ  to  fulfill  their  obligations.    The  Board 

liafc  the  Syu'"l  to  use  its  moral  power  to  maintain   the   integrity  of  this 

d  if  necessary  to  exercise  its  authority  to  this  end. 

irm  for  which  Thomas  E.  Oreacen  was  elected  Synodlcal  member  of  the 

f  Corporators  has  expired  and  his  successor  should  be  chosen. 

Respectfully  submitted,    T.  P.  Stevenson,  President 
R.  J.  George,  Secretary. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Geneva  College. 
tBoard  of  Corporator!  of  Geneva  College  : 
Toard  of  trustees  of  Geneva  College  respectfully  report  : 
_e  divim:  billing  Geneva  College  has  enjoyed  another  year  or  prosperity, 
!  wisdom  of  those  who  founded  this  institution,  and  the  fruit  of  their 
:y  in  its  endowment  become  more  evident  from  year    to  year.     The 

■  by  our  last  report,  entered  upon  their  work  at  the  beginning,  and 
sd  it  until  the  close  of  the  ynar.    There  has  been  during  this  time,  as 

■  between  faculty  and  students,  uninterrupted  harmony  and  good  will. 
0  the  large  class  that  graduated  from  the  college  last  year,  together  with 
ncial   stringency  of  our  times,  and  possibly  owing  to  other  causes,  the 

ir  of  students  in  the  collegiate  department  was  not  so  large  as  last  year, 

■e  able  to  rcjMrt  that  the  gratifying  number  of  148  students  received  in- 

in  the  literary  department  of  the  college,  while  the  whole  number 

_,  including  those  in  the  departments  of  oratory  and  music,  was  237. 

I  conduct  of  the  students  for  the  most  part  was  commendable,  and  in  the 

Eses  where  discipline  was  necessary  the  faculty  enjoyed  the  confidence  and 

._.  jtpporl  of  the  students. 

The  college  suffered  no  loss  by  the  large  number  of  Christian  workers  that  left 
the  institution  in  the  class  of  'G4,  as  others  promptly  came  forward  to  fill  their 
places.  Mission  fields  in  the  vicinity  of  the  college  are  worked  largely  by  the 
students.  Within  a  little  more  than  a  year,  nine  volunteers  have  been  enrolled 
for  the  foreign  mission  field.  Inspiring  addresses  were  given  by  Therwood. 
Eddy,  secretary  of  the  volunteer  movement,  and  by  represeula.tivesi  ot  ^af*.\u 


250  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  the  [Jnly&Aog. 

India  and  China,  also  by  workers  among  the  Indians  and  Jews  of  our  own 
country.  The  interest  of  the  students  in  Foreign  mission  work  is  evidenced  by 
their  generous  contribution  of  $150  to  this  cause. 

The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  and  the  Young  Ladies'  Christian 
Association,  still  exert  a  very  helpful  influence  on  the  spirituality  of  those  who 
attend  the  college. 

Addresses  have  been  delivered  in  the  college  chapel  on  Sabbath  Reform,  bj 
the  field  secretaries ;  also  on  Testimony  Bearing,  by  Synod's  agent,  and  haw 
received  the  hearty  support  of  faculty  and  students.  The  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  manifested  its  interest  in  the  National  Reform  movement, 
by  sending  delegates  to  the  convention  held  in  the  city  of  New  Castle,  during 
the  month  of  December,  '94,  for  the  advancement  of  this  cause. 

The  graduating  class  of  twenty-three  young  ladies  and  gentlemen  at  the  late 
commencement,  May  30th,  is  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  college,  exceeding 
the  large  class  of  '89  by  one  student.  Of  these  graduates  eight  completed  the 
classical  course,  and  fifteen  completed  the  scientific  course  of  instruction  afforded 
in  the  institution.  The  classical  graduates  are,  with  one  exception,  gentlemen; 
six  of  them  members  of  our  own  church  ;  eight  of  these  graduates  in  the  near 
future  expect  to  enter  upon  the  work  of  the  ministry.  We  trust  that  this  large 
number  of  young  gentlemen  and  ladies  who  have  enjoyed  the  opportunity  of  an 
education  in  the  college,  whose  motto  is  for  Christ  and  country,  will  wield  a  great 
influence  in  the  conflict  already  on  in  our  country,  between  infidelity,  Catholicism 
and  secularism  on  the  one  side,  and  those  on  the  other  side  who  are  striving  to 
bring  our  nation  into  loyal  subjection  to  Jesus  Christ. 

Your  Board  is  deeply  impressed  with  the  fact  that  if  the  high  aim  of  the 
founders  of  our  college  is  realized,  the  college  must  send  out  to  the  world 
graduates  of  marked  Christian  deportment,  and  in  addition  to  this  graduates  that 
are  so  educated  as  to  the  claims  of  Christ  upon  the  nation  that  they  will  be 
ready  to  heartily  co-operate  in  any  moral  reform. 

The  personnel  of  the  faculty  in  the  several  departments,  remains  for  this  year 
the  same  as  last  year. 

The  library  of  the  college  has  been  increased  by  the  purchase  of  218  volumes, 
mostly  standard  works  of  English  and  American  authors,  in  the  fields  of 
literature  and  history.  In  addition  to  this  Rev.  A.  J.  McFarland,  D.  D.,  pre- 
sented to  the  library  12  volumes  of  the  recently  published  American  Reformers. 
It  is  a  matter  of  interest  also  that  some  of  the  alumni  presented  pamphlets  to 
the  library  containing  accounts  of  their  own  research  in  the  Geological  field 

We  are  able  to  report  a  decrease  of  the  long  standing  debt  of  current  expenses 
until  now  there  remains  but  $250,  while  the  amount  reported  last  year  was 
about  $650. 

Through  the  efforts  of  President  Johnston,  funds  were  secured  by  which 
the  college  chapel,  halls  and  two  recitation  rooms  were  refrescoed,  and  these  now 
present  a  very  much  more  attractive  appearance.  Our  president  also  secured 
from  a  gentleman,  who  withholds  his  name,  a  gift  of  $1,000,  the  income  of  this 
to  be  applied  in  the  payment  of  the  tuition  of  needy  and  deserving  students 
during  the  life  time  of  the  donor.  There  still  remains  a  debt  of  about  $1,000  on 
the  college  building  which  ought  to  be  met  at  the  earliest  date  possible;  also  the 
stone  work  of  the  Building  needs  jointing  and  the  outside  wood  work  should  be 
repainted.  These  improvements  are  essential  to  the  preservation  of  the  building. 
It  will  require  at  least  $1,500  to  free  the  college  building  from  debt  and  make 
these  improvements.  We  suggest  that  the  attention  of  the  church  be  called  to 
the  fact  that  Geneva  is  worthy,  and  that  she  needs  financial  aid,  aud  we  ask  those 
who  are  supporting  the  cause  of  Christ  in  this  world  by  financial  aid.  to 
remember  Geneva  College  in  their  benefactions. 

We  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  are  certain  notes  of  the  new 
endowment,  on  which  interest  has  not  been  paid  for  some  time.  These  notes 
will  soon  legally  expire  by  the  statute  of  limitation. 

Will  the  Board  of  Corporators  give  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Geneva  Collet, 
instructions  as  to  its  duty  in  reference  to  these  notes  ?  We  also  ask  you  to  give 
us  your  judgment  with  reference  to  notes  due  the  college  on  which  interest  h# 
been  paid  up  to  date.  Has  not  the  time  arrived  when  all  notes  of  the  new 
endowment  should  be  paid,  and  if  so,  should  not  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
college  make  diligent  effort  to  Bacxxtfe  ttavc  va^u&ot? 
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e  ask  that  the  college  receive  the  usual  share  of  the  annual  collection  for  the 
ury  Fund. 

closing  our  report  we  feel  warranted  in  saying  that  it  is  our  conviction  that 
»va  steadily  gains  in  the  public  confidence,  and  we  believe  that  by  wise 
rvision  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  college,  by  diligent 
:  on  the  part  of  the  faculty  of  the  college,  with  the  hearty  moral  and 
cial  support  of  the  whole  church;  and  by  the  college  steadily  keeping  before 
he  aim  of  her  founders  expressed  in  her  motto,  Geneva  will  hold  a  com- 
ling  influence  among  the  colleges  of  our  land. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  R.  Wylib,  Secretary. 

lie  moderator  announced  the  following 

STANDING    COMMITTEES. 

rder  of  Business. — J.  C.  Smith,  T.  C.  Sproull,  J.  G.  Reed,  ministers, 

James  Mitchell,  James  S.  Cannon,  elders. 

evotional  Exercises. — D.   C.   Faris,  J.  S.   Martin,  T.  H.  Walker, 

sters,  and  J.  A.  Forsythe,  Win.  Pearce,  elders, 

vangelistic  Work. — S.  McNaugher,  J.  W.  Sproull,  R.  C.  Montgomery, 

sters,  and  H.  M.  Johnson,  M.  W.  Leslie,  elders. 

resbyterial  Reports. — W.  M.  Glasgow,  S.  R.  Wallace,  J.  McCracken, 

sters,  and  James  Scott,  W.  R.  Sterrett,  elders. 

ational  Reform. — P.   H.    Wylie,   J.   S.    Duncan,   T.    H.   Acheson, 

sters,  and  J.  S.  Arthur,  J.  B.  Caskey,  elders. 

rintiny    and    Publishing. — P.   P.    fioyd,  J.    S.    Thompson,   S.    R. 

■lurkin,  ministers,  and  John  Mitchell,  W.  M.  Wylie,  elders. 

ibbath. — R.  Hargrave,  J.  M.  Foster,  W.  J.  Coleman,  ministers,  and 

A.  Downie,  W.  A.  Hervey,  elders. 

ibbath  Schools. — G.  A.   Edgar,  D.  H.   Coulter,  G.   R.  McBurney, 

isters,  and  S.  J.  Huston,  J.  W.  Cavan,  elders. 

icret  Societies. — Thomas  Patton,  J.  Ren  wick  Wylie,  R.  J.   Gault, 

isters,  and  William  McCrory,  H.  G.  Young,  elders. 

Igns  of  the    Times. — J.  A.  Black,  E.  M.  Coleman,  D.  McAllister, 

isters,  and  Joseph  Manners,  David  Boyd,  elders. 

jstematic  Beneficence. — Isaiah    Faris,    H.   G.   Foster,   R.   C.   Reed, 

isters,  and  J.  W.  Walkinshaw,  Robert  L.  Orr,  elders. 

'emperance. — T.  A.  Rusk,  James  Patton,  H.  P.  McClurkin,  ministers, 

R.  M.  Downie,  J.  S.  Arthur,  elders. 

salmody. — James  Kennedy,  T.  C.  Sproull,  W.  J.  Coleman,  ministers, 

A.  Dodds,  Hugh  Mathews,  elders. 

'he  hearty  thanks  of  Synod  were  tendered  to  the  officers  of  the 
•t;  to  the  reporters  of  the  daily  papers  for  the  report  of  Synod's 
jeedings  ;  to  the  people  of  the  congregations  of  Denver,  La  Junta 
Evans  for  their  hospitality;  to  the  railroads  for  reduced  rates;  to 
Chamber  of  Commerce  for  the  free  excursion  through  the  city  of 
iver,  and  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  A.  Watkins  for  their  kind  and  hos- 
ble  leception. 

\  H.  Walker  was  appointed  the  moderator's  alternate  to  preach 
opening  sermon  of  Synod  next  year. 

.  C.  Smith  was  appointed  to  secure  a  reduction  of  railroad  rates  to 
next  meeting  of  Synod. 

?he  retiring  moderator  was  requested  to  furnish  a  copy  of  his  ser- 
i  for  publication  in  the  Reformed  Prbsb^tilbia'si  k$t>  Con^- 
steb. 
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It  was  resolved 

That  when  we  finally  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to  meet  in  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  Wednesday,  May  27, 1896,  at  8  p.  m.,  and  that  the  moderator  preach 
the  opening  sermon  at  that  hour. 

The  time  for  the  meeting  of  the  Conference  on  Missions  was  fixed 
for  10  A.  M.  the  same  day. 

The  minutes  of  to-day's  proceedings  were  read  and  adopted. 

Synod  was  adjourned  with  prayer  by  the  moderator  to  meet  at  8  p. 
m.,  Monday  next,  to  hold  the  conference  which  was  arranged  for  last 
Monday  evening,  and  was  set  aside  for  business.  The  members  united 
in  singing  Psalm  133  and  the  moderator  pronounced  the  benediction. 


MONDAY'S   PROCEEDINGS.— June  17. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

Synod  met  for  conference  at  8  P.  m.,  and  was  constituted  by  prayer 
by  R.  C.  Wylie. 

The  calling  of  the  roll  was  dispensed  with. 

In  the  absence  of  those  who  were  to  lead  in  the  conference  of  the 
evening,  the  members  present  spent  a  season  in  devotional  services, 
after  whicli  Synod  was  adjourned  with  prayer  by  A.  J.  McFarland,to 
meet  at  the  appointed  time  and  place  next  year. 

J.  Milligan  Wylie,  Moderator. 
C.  D.  Trumbull,  Clerk. 
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APPENDIX. 


Report  of  Committee  on  Ohuroh  Paper. 

The  question  of  cost,  lies  at  the  basis  of  our  inquiry,  as  to  the  feasibility  of 
Synod  publishing  a  paper  devoted  to  the  advocacy  and  propagation  of  our 
principles.  To  determine  approximative^  this  point,  your  committee  has  obtained 
estimates  from  printing  offices  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  We  asked  for 
estimates  on  a  16  page  weekly,  11x16  inches,  brevier,  first  issue  of  2,000  copies. 
As  we  were  not  prepared  to  come  to  definite  terms,  our  figures  are  probably 
larger  than  the  actual  cost.  The  chief  item  of  cost  is  composition  or  setting 
type;  this  varies  from  50  to  20  cents  per  thousand  ems,  according  to  location  of 
the  offices. 

St  Louis  parties  who  make  a  specialty  of  printing  such  papers  as  the  Christian 
Advocate,  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  put  the  cost  of  first  issue  of  2,000  copies  at  $110; 
additional  copies  $10  per  thousand. 

Detroit  office  estimate  at  $108;  deducting  40  cents  per  thousand  ems  of  standing 
matter  in  subsequent  issues. 

Pittsburgh  estimates  $05  to  $100;  subsequent  issues,  $70  to  $75;  allowing  for  4 
pages  standing  matter;  additional  copies  $10  per  thousand,  postage  additional  $2 
to  S3  per  issue.  We  understand  this  estimate  to  be  long  primer  type,  size  of  page 
11x15. 

Beaver  Falls,  11x16,  16  pages,  brevier,  60  lb.  paper,  $65.50;  subsequent  issues, 
if  there  are  8  pages  of  standing  matter, $58. 50; additional  copies  $10  per  thousand. 

An  inland  office  in  Michigan,  using  linotype,  offers  to  do  the  work  as  follows: 
16  pages,  11x15,  leaded  brevier,  60  lb.  paper,  trimmed  and  pasted  or  bound,  first 
1,000  copies,  $40;  any  number  above  1,000,  at  $10  per  thousand;  setting 
advertisements  and  mailing,  each  25  cents  per  hour,  (about  $3  per  week.)  This 
offer  is  for  2,000  copies,  $55.50,  and  on  70  lb.  paper,  $57.50. 

To  give  an  idea  of  the  size  of  the  proposed  paper,  we  compare  it  with  papers 
familiar  to  us:  Christian  Cynosure,  11x16;  Christian  Statesman,  11x15; 
Christian  Nation,  11x13. 

The  total  cost  of  the  whole  year's  issue,  ranges  from  $2,900  to  $4,500;  but  the 
character  of  the  work  does  not  seem  to  vary  with  the  cost,  one  of  the  neatest 
specimens  of  work  is  done  by  one  of  the  lowest  offers. 

As  to  the  mode  of  conducting  a  church  paper,  the  simplest  way  seems  to  us  to 
be  the  very  successful  plan  of  the  Methodist  Church,  namely:  the  selection  of  a 
responsible  agent  to  take  charge  of  the  whole  business.  The  chief  element  of 
success  in  such  an  enterprise  is  a  capable,  efficient  agent;  a  man  of  energy,  good 
sense  and  tried  integrity;  one  who  will  hold  the  paper  true  to  the  covenanted 
cause,  and  the  highest  interests  of  the  church.  A.  careful,  prudent  man,  who 
will  not  incur  unnecessary  expense  or  involve  us  in  debt;  who  can  control  the 
business  so  as  to  keep  it  wholly  free  from  being  entangled  in  his  private  affairs. 

In  our  circumstances,  it  seems  to  us  necessary  that  the  business  agent  should 
be  also  the  managing  editor.  The  paper  we  have  in  view  is  the  organ  of  the 
church;  the  vehicle  for  the  expression  of  the  mind  of  the  whole  church;  and  thj 
work  of  the  editor  is  that  of  judicious  and  impartial  selection,  rather  than  of 
authorship.  We  have  reason  to  rejoice  that  we  have  so  many  able,  ready 
writers,  whose  services  are  consecrated  to  Christ,  who  will  rally  to  the  support 
of  our  own  church  paper.  The  paper  should  draw  upon  the  religious  literature 
of  the  world,  and  add  the  variety  of  religious  intelligence  of  all  churches  and 
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lands  to  the  more  profound  discussions  of  great  doctrines  and  duties.  It  should 
be  so  conducted  as  to  bold  tbe  attention  of  youug  and  old,  and  be  an  educator 
and  an  inspiration  in  our  families. 

Tbe  need  of  an  authorized  and  responsible  paper  in  our  church  seems  most 
evident.  We  have  had,  and  now  have  papers,  owned  and  published  by  memben 
of  our  church,  popularly  spoken  of  as  <(  our  church  papers, "land  understood  to 
represent  our  peculiar  views  and  advocate  our  distinctive  doctrines.  Honestly 
and  ably  as  they  have  been  conducted,  they  have  not  always  viewed  important 
issues  in  the  same  light;  we  feel  that  we  have  no  control  over  them  and  biie 
not  felt  that  they  were  ours  in  such  a  sense,  that  we  were  responsible  for  their 
utterances.  We  need  a  church  paper  under  the  direct  control  of  Synod,  ass 
bond  of  unity.  It  may  be  too  late  to  attempt  this  enterprise.  It  is  surely  not 
too  soon.  We  have  lost  much  time.  Our  people  will  read.  Tbey  tike 
"Talmage's  Paper,"  "  Douglas's  Witness,"  the  "  Sunday  School  fbnes,"  and 
other  serai-religious  papers,  some  of  very  little  value;  largely  because  %•  cannot 
offer  them  a  paper  of  the  Keformed  Presbyterian  Church.  We  conclude  flat  i 
weekly  paper  ought  to  be,  and  can  be  published  by  Synod ;  that  an  earnest  effort 
will  provide  the  necessary  funds;  as  they  have  been  provided  for  all  oar  other 
church  work;  and  that  a  cordial  unanimity  on  the  part  of  the  members  of  Synod 
will  secure  success. 

We  recommend 

1.  That  such  paper  be  established  and  that  $5,000  be  raised  by  subscription 
as  a  working  capital. 

2.  That  a  managing  editor  be  chosen  at  each  meeting  of  Synod  in  accordance 
with  the  body  of  this  report,  who  shall  name  persons,  pastors  and  others,  in  each 
congregation,  who  shall  aid  him  in  raising  this  fund. 

8.  That  subscriptions  to  this  fund  shall  be  payable  in  four  quarterly  install- 
meuts.  No  subscription  to  be  due  until  the  editor  announces  that  the  whole 
amount  has  been  subscribed. 

4.  That  the  price  of  the  paper  shall  be  $2  per  annum,  and  the  paper  stop,  if 
the  subscription  be  not  renewed  within  one  month  after  it  expires. 

5.  That  the  persons  named  to  raise  the  fund,  shall  also  at  the  same  time  can- 
vass for  subscribers,  aud  report  without  delay  to  the  editor.  As  soon  as  2jOiiO 
bona  fide  subscriptions  are  obtained,  the  editor  shall  call  for  the  first  installment 
of  the  fund,  and  shall  proceed  to  publish  the  paper. 

6.  The  editor  shall  annually  report  to  Synod,  the  circulation,  an  itemized 
account  of  the  income  and  expenses,  and  such  other  items,  as  he  shall  judge 
necessary  for  the  information  of  Synod.  His  account  shall  be  audited  bj 
Synod's  treasurer. 

7.  The  salary  of  the  editor  shall  be  taken  out  of  the  income  of  the  paper,  and 
shall  be  $ per  month. 

8.  The  name  of  the  paper  shall  be 

The  Reformed  Presbyterian  Standard. 
"Lift  up  a  /Standard  for  tlie  People."  haiah  62:  10. 

Finally,  should  this  report  receive  the  approbation  of  .the  Synod,  and  you  pro- 
ceed to  establish  the  paper,  we  entreat  you,  fathers  and  brethren,  as  the  first 
and  most  important  step  of  choosing  one  to  take  charge  of  this  business,  to  dis- 
miss from  your  minds  all  personal  views,  and  to  consider  only  the  honor  of 
Christ,  and  the  furtherance  of  the  work  of  the  witnessing  church.  Permit  your 
committee,  in  all  due  deference,  to  emphasise  the  qualities  needed  in  the  place  to 
be  filled.  We  need  a  man  faithful  to  our  principles  and  to  our  testimony,  free 
from  partisan  views.  An  able  man,  with  a  fair  measure  of  scholarly  culture, 
possessing  a  just  discriminating  sense  of  what  the  church  needs.  A  man  of 
business,  careful,  exact,  attentive  to  every  detail,  just  such  a  business  man  asyoo 
would  select  to  set  over  your  own  private  business  in  which  you  were  investing 
not  only  your  money,  but  your  character  and  your  reputation. 

Signed, 

J.  McCrackbn,  ) 

D.  S.  Faris,       \  Commit** 

J.  Hunter,        j 
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Report  of  Synod's  Board  of  Trustees. 

ie  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  of 
lb  America,  respectfully  beg  leave  to  submit  the  Treasurer's  report  for  the 

ending  May  1,  1895,  and  to  report  concerning  the  financial  interest  of  the 

ch  entrusted  to  their  management. 

ie  Board  after  the  adjournment  of  Synod  met  as  usual  for  organization,  and 

<ed  the  following  officers,  viz  :  A.  C.  Coulter,  president;  Samuel  McNaugher, 

president ;  D.  Cbesnut,  secretary  and  John  T.  Morton,  treasurer. 

lere  were  certain  subjects  upon  which  you  took  action,  and  matters  speci- 

ly  referred  to  the  Board  for  attention  at  the  last  meeting  of  Synod,  and  with 

rd  to  such  items  we  shall  first  make  report.     They  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

R8T.    The  three  persons  you  elected  as  trustees  at  the  last  meeting  of  Synod, 

i  duly  notified  of  their  election,  accepted  the  position  to  which  they  were 

d  and  have  given  the  usual  attention  to  the  interests  due  them  as  members 

ie  Board. 

lcond.     In  agreement  with  the  action  of  Synod,  the  one-half  of  the  Mrs. 

cy  Hewitt  Bequest  amounting  to  twenty-seven  hundred  and  three  dollars  and 

!  cents  ($2,703  60,)  has  been  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  Domestic  Mission 

•ent  Account. 

bird.    That  according  to  your  instructions  there  has  been  paid  from  the 

dividend  received  from  the  John  Wright  Estate  to  W.  T.  Miller,  treasurer 
'  Syrian  Mission  "  Current  Funds,  one  hundred  and  seventy-seven  dollars 
fifty -six  cents  ($177.56,)  and  from  the  same  estate  a  similar  sum  has  been 
ed  to  the  credit  of  the  Theological  Seminary  Endowment  Account. 
>urth.  That  pursuant  to  the  action  of  Synod,  as  to  the  gift  of  the  late  Rev. 
rlcKee,  of  Clarinda,  Iowa,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  ($200.00)  has 
i  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Current  Account  of  the  Domestic  Mission  Fund. 
[fth.  The  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  ($500.00)  donated  by  the  late  Mrs. 
n  McMillan,  agreeable  to  your  directions  at  the  last  meeting  of  Synod,  has 
i  paid  to  Walter  T.  Miller,  treasurer  for  the  "  Mission  to  China." 
xth.  That  the  Board  has  carried  out  the  directions  of  Synod  relative  to  the 
.  Robert  Gibson  Bequest,  dividing  the  same  as  ordered,  between  the  Foreign 
lion,  Domestic  Mission,  Indian  Mission  and  the  Chinese  Home  Mission, 
lg  to  each  the  net  pro  rata  as  fixed  by  Synod,  deducting,  however,  $537.50  of 
iteral  inheritance  tax  and  an  amount  surcharged  by  the  court  in  the  final 
ement  of  the  account. 

tvENTH.  Princeton,  Indiana,  R.  P.  Congregation  Donation.  The  approved 
I  amouut  of  this  donation  was  stated  in  our  last  annual  report  as  consisting 
ash  and  notes,  the  total  sum  aggregating  twelve  hundred  dollars  ($1,200.00,) 
as  certain  notes  have  not  yet  been  realized  upon  we  have  to  report  that  your 
ct  ions  have  been  complied  with  as  far  as  it  was  possible  to  do  so.  This  was 
)  by  a  division  of  the  full  amount  of  cash  thus  far  received,  amounting  to 

hundred  dollars  and  eighty  cents  ($400.80)  and  this  sum  has  been  distributed 
ie  proportions  indicated  in  our  report  of  last  year  to  the  Indian,  Southern 
Syrian  Missions,  and  to  the  Aged  Ministers  Fund  Current  Account. 
ighth.  The  Fir $t  flew  York  Congregation.  Synod  at  its  last  meeting  having 
in  decisive  and  as  was  supposed  final  action,  in  reference  to  bringing  to  a 
apt  settlement  the  claims  of  the  church  upon  this  congregation,  and  the  debt 
to  your  Board  notwithstanding  said  action  remaining  unpaid,  calls  therefore 
urther  action.  In  order  that  the  status  of  the  case  may  be  understood  by 
e  not  present  at  the  last  meeting  of  Synod  we  shall  in  part  recite  the  facts 
en  ted  in  our  last  report. 

/  the  explicit  direction  of  Synod,  the  Board  was  instructed  to  look  after  the 
►erty  of  any  congregation  which  was  likely  to  be  in  danger  of  being  lost  to 
iverted  from  the  church  because  of  disaffection  in  the  congregation  or  from 

other  cause,  and  to  take  any  action  necessary  to  secure  the  same  to  the 
>rmed  Presbyterian  Church. 

o  accomplish  thi3  purpose  in  the  case  of  the  First  New  York  congregation, 
lired  an  outlay  of  more  than  twenty-two  thousaud  dollars  ($22,000.00)  prao 
ly  in  the  way  of  a  cash  loan.     The  only  way  we  could  procure  so  large  a 

to  assist  the  congregation,  was  by  calling  in  investments  due  to  the  Board 
ing  six  per  cent,  interest,  and  by  declining  to  loan  money  that  cam*  vato  orcct 
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hands  at  this  rate  to  others  until  we  had  accumulated  a  sufficient  sum  to  loan  to, 
and  pay  the  debts  due  by  the  congregation.  The  result  of  the  transaction  thus 
accomplished  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  was  that  the  congregation  was  gradually 
relieved  from  embarrassment  and  finally  were  able  to  dispose  of  their  property 
for  a  handsome  sum  in  excess  of  all  debt  due  us,  an  excess  amount  if  we  are 
rightly  informed  of  about  twenty-two  or  twenty -three  thousand  dollars.  The 
mortgage  on  the  congregation  that  we  purchased  to  assist  them  out  of  their 
difficulty,  was  one  bearing  but  five  per  cent,  interest,  and  the  only  question 
arising  as  between  the  congregation  and  your  Board  relates  to  the  rate  of  interest 
that  they  are  to  pay  us  ;  they  asserting  that  the  rate  of  five  per  cent  on  the 
mortgage  should  be  the  rate  to  be  paid  us,  we  contending  that  it  was  not  the  in- 
tention of  Synod  nor  of  the  Board  to  loan  to  them  tor  their  protection,  monej 
from  the  various  Missions,  Seminary,  College  and  other  Endowment  Funds  at  a 
less  rate  than  we  could  readily  obtain  from  other  parties.  It  was  stated  last  year 
that  if  the  congregation  desired  to  reduce  the  rate  of  interest  to  a  rate  lower  than 
six  per  cent,  for  the  future  unexpired  term  of  the  mortgage,  your  Board  would 
cheerfully  meet  in  advance  such  a  proposition,  by  saying  that  we  were  willing  to 
have  them  attempt  to  borrow  the  money  at  a  less  rate  elsewhere  and  on  payment 
to  us  of  the  same  six  per  cent,  interest  to  date  of  settlement,  we  would  at  once 
assign  the  mortgage  to  any  person  or  persons  that  they  might  find  who  would 
loan  the  money  at  a  lower  rate. 

The  subject  thus  came  before  Synod  last  year  and  upon  reference  to  the 
Finance  Committee  and  on  mature  deliberation  of  that  committee's  report, 
Synod  took  the  following  action,  viz  :  "  As  the  Board  of  Trustees,  in  order  to 
purchase  the  mortgage  on  the  church  edifice  of  First  New  York  congregation, 
and  thus  protect  the  property,  had  to  call  in  money  invested  at  six  per  cent.,  the 
congregation  will  be  required  to  pay  the  same  rate  of  interest.  The  Board  how- 
ever holds  itself  ready  to  assign  the  mortgage  at  any  time  to  any  person  who 
will  furnish  the  money  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest." 

As  to  this  decision  of  Synod,  your  Board  respectfully  reports,  that  the  First 
New  York  congregation,  its  officers,  assigns  or  successors  have  failed  to  make 
the  settlement  with  the  Board  in  full,  according  to  your  instructions  to  them  as 
set  forth  in  this  report. 

The  said  First  New  York  congregation  we  understand,  has  at  some  date  since 
the  meeting  of  last  Synod,  united  with  and  become  a  part  or  portion  of  the  Third 
New  York  congregation,  this  congregation  as  we  understand  receiving,  perhaps 
indirectly,  the  net  profits  or  proceeds  of  th&  property  or  cash  of  the  former 
organization,  and  thus  in  a  certain  sense  becoming  their  financial  successors.  If 
such  be  found  to  be  the  case,  we  therefore  ask  Synod  to  now  pass  a  resolution 
instructing  the  said  Third  New  York  congregation  to  settle  the  claim  for  interest 
of  this  Board  upon  the  late  First  New  York  congregation  in  full,  in  agreement 
with  your  former  action  hereinbefore  referred  to,  or  in  absence  of  such  procedure 
that  then  such  other  action  be  taken  by  you  as  shall  secure  the  payment  of  the 
debt  due  and  unpaid. 

Ninth.  The  RutJisylvania  Church  Property  which  Synod  entrusted  to  the 
disposal  of  the  Board,  we  report  alter  some  negotiation,  was  finally  sold  for  two 
hundred  and  twenty-rive  dollars  less  charges  due  by  the  account  of  twenty-three 
dollars,  making  the  net  proceeds  of  said  sale  two  hundred  aud  two  dollars 
($202.00.)  This  amount  stands  as  a  credit  until  closed  into  Church  Erection 
Fund  or  to  some  other  account  by  order  of  Synod. 

Tenth.  As  to  the  St.  Johnsbury  Church  Property,  which  Synod  has  alao  by 
its  action  entrusted  the  sale  of,  to  the  Board,"  we  report  it  to  be  still  in  our 
possession,  the  time  not  having  come  when  in  the  jndgment  of  the  Board  it  is 
best  to  dispose  of  the  same.  It  will  have  our  constant  attention  and  will  be 
disposed  of  at  such  time  and  for  such  sum  as  in  the  judgment  of  the  Board  will 
be  best  for  the  interest  of  the  church. 

Eleventh.  The  Indian  Mission  Building  Account  At  the  last  meeting  of 
Synod,  the  Board  was  empowered  by  you  to  re-transfer  from  the  Indian  Mission 
Building  Fund  to  the  Current  Account  of  the  same  mission  what  remains  to  the 
credit  of  that  fund  alter  deducting  "  as  much  as  may  be  needed  to  complete  the 
building."  As  to  this  matter  wc  report  that  the  demand  upon  this  balance 
during  the  year  has  been  sufficiently  large  to  have  reduced  this  fund,  so  that 
there  now  remains  of  it  but  six  hundred  aud  eighty-live  dollars  and  forty-six 
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ants  ($085.46.)  This  amount  agreeable  to  your  instructions,  we  shall  at  an 
sarly  date  re-transfer  to  the  Current  Account,  unless  at  this  meeting  of  Synod 
rour  former  instructions  be  countermanded. 

Twelfth.  Geneva  College  Building  Fund.  There  is  a  small  indebtedness  of 
Geneva  College  Building  amounting  to  but  eight  hundred  and  eighty-four  dollars 
rod  eighty-nine  cents  ($884.89,)  which  is  made  up  of  funds  loaned  from  the 
niasions  and  other  trust  funds  of  the  church.  It  is  desirable,  having  so  nearly 
ixtinguished  the  total  debt  of  this  building,  to  permanently  close  up  this  account 
ind  with  this  purpose  in  view  the  Synod  at  its  meeting  last  year  recommended 
he  representatives  of  the  college  to  appeal  either  personally  or  in  a  circular  for 
he  money  needed  to  liquidate  this  claim. 

Them  has  been  no  funds  received  by  your  Board  during  the  year  past  in 
esponse  to  your  recommendation,  nor  from  any  other  quarter  to  reduce  this 
lebt.  We  therefore  suggest  that  Synod  adopt  some  certain  or  positive  measure 
>y  which  this  claim  may  be  satisfied  at  once,  or  in  the  absence  of  such  an 
arrangement,  that  there  be  granted  by  resolution  of  Synod  an  extension  of  five 
rears  time  for  payment  of  the  principal  sum  due  ;  the  first  four  annual  payments 
iach  to  be  two  hundred  dollars  ($200.00,)  and  the  final  and  fifth  payment  to  be  the 
talance  of  debt  remaining  unpaid,  and  that  the  treasurer  conformably  to  this 
iction  be  instructed  to  make  the  charges  of  the  amounts  indicated  to  Geneva 
College  Current  Account  annually  until  the  debt  and  Interest  be  fully  paid. 

Thirteenth.  The  Eaet  End  PitUburgh  Congregation .  It  will  be  remembered 
hat  by  special  direction  of  Synod  at  the  time  of  the  liberal  trials  through  which 
he  church  passed,  it  was  expressly  made  the  duty  of  this  Board  to  look  after 
he  property  of  all  congregations  which  were  likely  to  be  lost  to  the  church  by 
lisaffection  and  to  take  any  action  necessary  to  secure  the  same.  Among  the 
xmgregations  requiring  such  assistance,  there  were  none  that  taxed  the  energies 
>f  the  Board  so  largely,  nor  called  for  the  exercise  of  more  discretion,  nor  did 
kny  require  more  prompt  financial  backing  of  your  Board  to  save  their  property 
rom  total  and  almost  certain  loss,  than  did  that  of  the  East  End  congregation 
if  Pittsburgh.  All  such  assistance  was  promptly  and  cheerfully  rendered,  much 
hought  and  time  was  given  to  their  interest,  and  a  larger  amount  of  money  was 
nvested  to  purchase  mortgages  held  against  them  than  was  calculated  on,  when 
he  struggle  to  secure  to  them  their  property  was  begun. 

First  came  the  necessity  of  buying  certain  mortgages  by  which  the  owners  or 
hose  of  the  liberals  supposed  to  be  in  league  with  them,  sought  to  foreclose  their 
nortgages  and  thus  by  a  short  procedure  gain  a  new  title  to  the  property, 
hrough  a  legal  process  that  would  have,  (had  not  your  Board  intervened  by 
imely  pecuniary  assistance)  given  permanent  and  undisturbed  possession  to  the 
iberal  wing  of  the  congregation,  and  thus  resulted  in  an  entire  loss  of  the 
>roperty  to  the  church.  To  check  this  move,  it  became  necessary  to  negotiate 
or  the  purchase  of  all  antecedent  liens  or  mortgages,  and  accordingly,  first  came 
he  purchase  of  a  ten  thousand  dollar  mortgage,  interest  and  costs  amounting 

to $11,259  20 

ind  in  addition  to  this  a  second  mortgage,  interest  and  costs 

amounting  to 2,370  58 

Total $18,629  78 

For  this  investment  we  were,  without  action  of  the  congregation,  at  once 
ecured  by  the  transfer  to  us  of  the  mortgages  referred  to,  which  came  to  us  as 
ndgmente  and  thus  stand  of  record  against  the  property. 

By  this  investment  for  the  congregation,  the  church  property,  much  to  the 
isappointment  of  those  with  whom  we  were  contending,  was  held  in  such  shape 
hat  in  case  the  suit  in  ejectment  proved  a  success,  there  would  still  be  a  property 
bat  we  could  lay  claim  to  and  thus  become  possessed  of.  In  the  meantime  the 
ait  in  ejectment  dragged  along  slowly,  the  liberals  still  holding  and  enjoying  the 
se  of  the  property  until  the  attorneys  on  both  sides  of  the  case  entered  into  an 
micable  agreement,  by  which  the  court  should  render  a  decree  through  which 
lie  property  was  ultimately  restored  and  legal  possession  given  to  the  East  End 
ongregation  as  its  rightful  owner.  During  all  this  prolonged  period  of  the 
iking  of  legal  testimony  before  a  master,  and  suspense  that  intervened,  an 
dditional  cash  outlay  by  way  of  a  loan  on  book  account  to  the  congregation^ 
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consisting  of  such  items  as  attorney's  fee,  costs,  and  items  down  even  to  the 
payment  of  insurance  premiums  to  protect  the  building  from  loss  by  fire,  wet 
paid  by  your  Board  ;  making  a  total  book  account  claim  due,  unpaid  and  nns* 
cured  in  any  way  of  $2,875.00.  It  is  this  loan  of  twenty -three  hundred  and 
seventy-five  dollars  that  your  Board  has  sought  to  secure  from  the  congregation 
the  payment  of,  at  some  future  date  by  mortgage  on  the  property.  Strange  to 
say,  the  congregation  explicitly  decline  to  execute  such  mortgage,  not  only  so, 
but  they  fail  to  tender  to  us  any  written  legal  public  acknowledgment  whateftr 
of  the  claim.  It  is  the  purpose  of  the  Board,  in  the  absence  of  tome  other 
satisfactory  security  being  obtained,  to  secure  the  debt  referred  to  at  an  early 
date,  by  obtaining  in  the  usual  legal  course  or  form,  a  judgment  to  be  entered  on 
record  in  such  way  as  to  bind  the  property  of  the  congregation,  until  such  turn* 
as  the  debt  in  question  is  in  some  way  paid  in  full,  or  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Board  satisfactorily  secured. 

Some  such  course  as  outlined  of  the  ways  at  present  open  to  proceed  will  be 
required  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  any  later,  new  or  future  obligation  for 
borrowed  money,  extensive  additions,  repairs,  current  expenses,  or  other  new 
form  of  indebtedness  taking  the  form  of  a  new  judgment  or  mortgage  and  thai 
become  a  prior  claim  leaving  the  church  at  large  an  unsecured  account,  composed 
of  missions,  college,  seminary  and  other  endowment  funds  which  your  Bond 
feels  to  be  a  sacred  trust,  that  must  constantly  be  guarded  from  possibility  of 
loss  by  full  and  ample  security.  Tour  Board  however  would  much  prefer  to 
have  the  congregation  give  as  security  a  mortgage  for  the  amount  of  this  una*» 
cured  debt,  and  therefore  as  a  plan  first  to  be  followed,  recommend  that  Synod 
at  its  present  meeting  pass  a  resolution  directing  the  East  End  congregation  of 
Pittsburgh  to  at  once  give  to  the  trustees  of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Church  of  North  America,  a  mortgage  for  the  sum  of  $2,1*75.00  dating 
from  June  1, 1895. 

As  a  matter  that  may  have  some  bearing  as  to  the  ability  of  the  congregation 
to  ultimately  pay  the  debt  due,  it  may  be  stated,  in  justice  to  all  concerned,  that 
the  East  End  congregation's  real  estate  is  situated  in  one  of  the  most  fashionable, 
aristocratic  and  valuable  locations  in  Pittsburgh;  that  the  building  is  a  handsome, 
modern,  ornamental  brick  edifice,  capable  of  seating  eight  or  ten  times  their 
present  membership,  and  we  are,  as  we  believe,  reliably  informed  that  their 
grounds  and  church  edifice  are  worth  $35,000.00  to  $36,000.00,  or  about  $20,0X100 
over  and  above  their  total  debts  including  all  mortgages  and  our  unsecured  claim 
now  sought  to  be  secured  by  mortgage.  In  addition  to  this,  the  congregation 
own  a  valuable  property  in  the  city  of  Allegheny,  Pa.,  from  which  they  reoeire 
a  regular  income  every  year  for  the  use  of  the  current  expense  of  their  congre- 
gation. 

Fourteenth.  The  Aged  Minuter*'  Fund.  In  reference  to  the  appropriation! 
from  this  fund  made  by  you  at  the  last  meeting  of  Synod,  by  which  yon  appro- 
priated the  sum  of  sixteen  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  to  be  divided  between 
Hev's  J.  J.  McClurkin,  John  Galbraith,  J.  Dodds,  W.  W.  McMillan  and  J.  R. 
Baird,  we  report  that  the  fund  available  for  the  purpose  from  collections  and 
other  sources  amounted  to  twelve  hundred  and  seventy-three  dollars  and  seventy- 
four  cents  ($1,273.74,)  and  that  therefore,  in  accordance  with  previous  usage  in 
such  cases,  the  several  parties  entitled  to  draw  from  this  fund,  were  paid  their 
pro  rata  share  of  the  sum  on  hand,  amounting  to  seventy-five  per  cent,  of  the 
sums  appropriated  to  each,  as  in  full  settlement  of  their  respective  claims  for  the 
current  year. 

In  view  of  the  greater  demands  upon  this  fund,  than  receipts,  we  ask  that 
this  scheme  be  commended  to  the  church  for  generous  support,  and  that  the 
amount  to  be  raised  by  the  church  for  the  ensuing  year,  be  fixed  by  Synod  at 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  ($1,500.00.) 

Fifteenth.  Widows  and  Children  of  Deceased  Ministers'  Fund.  To  this 
fund  at  your  last  annual  meeting,  you  made  appropriations  aggregating  fifteen 
hundred  dollars  ($1,500.00.)  When  the  time  for  payment  had  come,  it  was  found 
the  receipts  would  justify  a  pro  rata  payment  of  seventy  per  cent,  of  the  amounts 
appropriated,  at  which  rate  payments  were  made  in  full  satisfaction  for  the 
claims  of  the  current  year  to  Mrs.  John  French,  Mrs.  J.  Love,  Mrs.  J.  EL  Wyltei 
Mrs.  T.  J.  Speer,  Mrs.  W.  F.  George,  Mrs.  J.  R.  Lawson  and  Mrs.  D.  Reed.  1b 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  receipts  for  this  fund  do  not  warrant  full  payment  of 
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the  amounts  fixed  by  Synod,  we  ask  that  Synod  shall  arrange  that  pastors  and 
officers  ol  oongiegations  set  forth  the  importance  of  raising  the  full  amount  that. 
8ynod  may  require  for  the  year  to  come. 

We  recommend  that  the  collection  for  the  ensuing  year  be  fifteen  hundred 
dollars  ($1,500.00.) 

Sixteenth,  iluo\ogkal  Seminary.  The  amount  fixed  by  Synod  last  year 
to  be  raised  for  current  expenses,  was  not  contributed  in  full.  This  should  not 
be  so  with  so  important  an  institution  as  the  seminary  is  to  the  continued  growth 
and  prosperity  of  the  church  at  large. 

There  were  seventy-one  (71)  congregations  contributing  to  this  fund  as  set 
forth  in  the  treasurer's  report  one  year  ago.  For  the  year  just  closed,  there  were 
but  sixty- one  (61)  congregations  that  have  been  reported  as  suppoiting  the 
seminary. 

It  might  be  pertinent  during  the  ensuing  year  for  each  congregation  to  examine 
for  themselves,  as  to  whether  they  be  one  of  the  non-contributing  number,  and 
it  such  be  the  case,  to  send  the  treasurer  a  double  quota  when  making  up  their 
next  remittance. 

It  is  true  there  is  nominally  a  balance  appearing  on  hand  to  the  credit  of  this 
fond,  but  as  the  professors'  salaries  are  earned  to  September  1st,  and  as  these  and 
one-quarter  year's  other  expenses  are  yet  to  come  out  of  the  fund  on  hand,  it 
may  be  estimated  that  in  round  figures  the  balance  will  be  totally  exhausted 
before  there  be  additional  receipts.  We  recommend  that  the  appropriation  for 
current  expenses  of  the  seminary  be  placed  at  fifteen  hundred  dollars  for  the 
coining  year ;  also,  that  a  collection  amounting  to  five  hundred  dollars  be  ap- 

gropriated  for  the  Library  Fund,  and  that  the  amount  raised,  be  equally  divided 
etween  the  Theological  Seminary  and  the  Geneva  College  Library  Funds. 
Seventeenth.  The  Students9  Aid  Fund.  The  amount  designed  by  Synod 
to  be  contributed  by  the  several  congregations  of  the  church  to  this  fund,  was 
one  thousand  dollars.  There  were  but  eight  students  to  whom  assistance  was 
rendered  during  the  year,  and  the  amount  of  receipts,  owing  to  the  meager  con- 
tributions received,  would  have  been  insufficient  for  the  purpose  intended,  but 
for  the  fact  that  in  addition  to  the  absorption  of  all  of  the  dividend  received 
from  the  invested  funds  for  the  partial  endowment  of  this  scheme,  we  had  also 
to  draw  upon  the  previous  balance  accumulated  in  other  years.  We  ask  that  the 
appropriation  for  this  fund  be  made  by  you  at  one  thousand  dollars  (f  1,000. 00,) 
being  the  same  as  last  year. 

If  the  amount  of  aid  to  young  men,  who  but  for  pecuniary  embarrassment, 
would  give  themselves  to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  could  be  made  larger,  its 
effects  would  soon  be  noticed  in  the  ranks  of  the  students  attending  the  Theolo- 
gical Seminary ;  and  on  this  account  this  scheme  is  heartily  commended  for 
urge  gifts  to  those  to  whom  the  Lord  has  given  a  liberal  portion  of  this  world's 
goods  so  that  with  a  larger  fund  an  increasingly  large  amount  may  be  given  to 
all  who  stand  in  need  of  assistance. 

Widows  and  Orphans  and  Aged  People's  Home  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church.  Since  our  last  annual  report  a  large  committee  representing  the 
Women's  Missionary  Society  ol  the  Pittsburgh  Presbytery,  appeared  before  your 
Board  of  Trustees  to  confer  in  regard  to  the  establishment  of  a  home  for 
"  Widows  and  Orphans  and  Aged  People  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church." 
They  desired  at  the  same  time  to  more  fully  understand  the  terms  of  the  gift 
by  the  late  John  A.  McKee  ot  Pittsburgh  congregation,  of  five  thousand  dollars 
and  which  was  then  explained  to  them  ;  whereupon  they  signified  their  willing- 
ness as  a  society  to  co-operate  with  the  Board  and  further  the  establishment  of 
such  a  home  by  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  plan  for,  solicit  and  raise 
such  additional  funds  throughout  the  church  at  large,  as  may  be  required  for  the 
fall  realization  of  the  intent  of  the  donor  to  whose  gift  we  have  referred,  and  of 
the  final  completion  and  operation  of  such  a  home  as  shall  be  an  honor  to  the 
church  and  at  the  same  time  adequately  meet  the  growing  demand  for  a  "Widows 
and  Orphans  and  Aged  People's  Home  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church." 
The  Board  heartily  approves  of  this  undertaking,  and  of  the  willingness  of  the 
Women's  Missionary  Society  of  Pittsburgh  Presbytery  to  co-operate  with  the 
Board  and  the  church  in  so  worthy  an  object  as  they  have  in  view.  We  there- 
fore ask  Synod  to  endorse  this  movement  and  to  accept  of  the  generous  help 
tendered,  and  that  the  Women's  Missionary  Society  with  any  others  who  with 
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the  approbation  of  the  Synod  or  of  your  Board  may  join  them  throughout  the 
church  in  furtherance  of  the  enterprise  referred  to,  be  commended  to  the  liberality 
of  those  in  the  church  or  elsewhere,  who  may  be  approached  by  them  for 
material  aid  in  the  work. 

David  Qregg  Bequest.  This  property  is  situated  on  one  of  the  leading  boninea 
streets  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  It  was  the  magnificient  and  generous  gift 
of  one  who  took  great  interest  in  the  various  missions  and  general  welfare  of  the 
church,  and  of  one  who  for  many  years  was  an  honored  member  and  presideat 
of  this  Board.  The  net  income  from  this  property  during  the  last  year,  after 
deducting  taxes,  insurance,  fire  escape,  repairs  and  other  expenses  as  aet  forth  by 
the  treasurer's  report,  was  five  thousand,  four  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars 
and  ninety- seven  cents,  ($5,433.97).  This  sum  in  accordance  with  the  directions 
of  the  donor,  has  been  divided  and  appropriated  to  the  following  schemes,  vis : 

Foreign  Mission $1,811  83 

Domestic  Mission 1,086  82 

Sustentation  Fund 362  26 

Church  Erection 862  26 

Theological  Seminary 862  26 

Southern  Mission 863  26 

Chinese  Mission 862  26 

Ministerial  Widows  and  Orphan's  Fund 862  26 

Central  R.  P.  Congregation,  Allegheny 862  26 

$5,483  97 

We  report  concerning  the  following  gifts  and  bequests  coming  to  us  doling  the 
year,  viz : 

The  Miss  Eliza  McOrory  Bequest.  This  is  a  gift  of  one  hundred  dollars 
received  by  us  from  the  estate  of  Miss  Eliza  McCrory,  Clarinda,  Iowa,  to  be 
used  in  the  "  Syrian  Field  of  Foreign  Missions."  As  this  is  all  the  directions 
given  as  to  its  use,  we  ask  Synod  to  give  directions  as  to  whether  it  shall  go  to 
current  or  endowment  account. 

The  Mrs.  Mary  Lingo  Bequest.  We  report  having  received  from  the  Mrs. 
Mary  Lingo  estate  of  Parkston,  Hutchinson  county,  South  Dakoto,  through  her 
son,  W.  H.  Lyon,  Esq.,  the  executor  of  the  estate,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  on  account.  As  this  is  believed  to  be  but  quite  a  small  proportion 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  share  of  the  estate  that  will  ultimately  be  received,  we  request 
that  no  specific  action  be  taken  as  to  this  bequest,  until  the  full  amount  be  received 
and  until  your  Board  lay  before  you  such  facts  as  may  have  a  bearing  as  to  its 
final  disposition. 

Tlu  Mrs.  Ann  Moore  Bequest.  The  decedent  resided  at  Slippery  Rock,  Pa, 
and  died  about  nineteen  years  ago,  leaving  her  estate  to  a  sister  during  her  life, 
and  now  the  amount  due  comes  to  us  through  her  executor  and  trustee.  The 
gift  amounts  to  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  dollars  and  fifty-three  cents  ($159.58). 
The  use  of  this  amount  is  by  will  of  the  decedent,  to  be  "  for  Home  and  Foreign 
Missions  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  of  North  America."  We  there- 
fore ask  Synod  to  designate  the  proportion  of  the  amount  that  shall  go  to  each  of 
the  funds  and  also  whether  the  amounts  shall  be  credited  to  the  endowment  or 
current  funds. 

The  Peter  Dermond  Bequest.  We  report  the  receipt  of  two  hundred  and 
seventy -four  dollars,  ($274),  from  the  executor  of  the  estate  of  the  late  Mr. 
Peter  Dermond,  of  Coulterville,  111.,  a  member  of  the  General  Synod  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  and  whose  wife  was  connected  with  our  church. 
The  purpose  for  which  this  sum,  according  to  the  will  of  the  deceased,  was  to  be 
for  "Missionary  Purposes."  We  therefore  ask  Synod  to  give  directions  as  to 
what  phase  of  missionary  work  this  shall  be  used  for,  or  credited  to. 

The  Mrs.  Lizzie  M.  and  John  U.  McKinney  Bequest.  We  report  having 
received  from  the  estate  of  the  late  Mrs.  Lizzie  M.  and  John  C.  McKinney  of 
Centertown,  Mercer  county,  Pa.,  one  thousand  dollars ;  by  direction  of  the 
decedent,  this  amount  is  divided  as  follows,  viz  : 

To  the  Southern  Missions $   500 

To  the  Foreign  Missions 500 

$1,000 
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W*  ask  Synod  to  determine  whether  the  amount  9hall  be  credited  to  the 
andowaisjnt  account  of  the  missions  named  or  credited  to  the  current  account. 

Qent+m  College  Endowment  Fund.  We  report  a  gift  from  a  friend  of  the 
college  in  the  city  of  New  York,  coming  to  your  Board  through  Rev.  W.  P. 
Johnston,  D.  D.,  president  of  Geneva  College,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars 
($1,000),  to  be  credited  to  the  Endowment  Funds  of  the  college.  This  gift  is 
received  on  condition  of  a  free  scholarship  in  the  college  during  the  life  time  of 
the  donor,  whose  name  by  request  is  withheld  for  the  present. 

James  R.  MoKee  Memorial.  We  report  as  having  received  on  January  25, 
1895,  from  Mrs.  Eda  S.  E.  AlcKee,  as  a  memorial  in  memory  of  her  late  beloved 
husband,  James  R.  McKee,  one  thousand  dollars  ($1,000).  This  money  is  to  be 
invested  in  the  same  manner  as  other  Foreign  Mission  endowment  funds  :  the 
net  profits  or  interest  thereon,  to  be  placed  in  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  of  North 
America,  O.  S.,  to  be  used  for  the  education  of  a  child  in  the  Suadia  Mission. 
It  is  however  stipulated,  that  in  case  at  any  time  the  Suadia  Mission  be 
abandoned  or  discontinued,  that  then  the  net  income  from  this  gift  may  be  used 
for  other  Foreign  Mission  work  of  the  church. 

Mrs.  McKee,  it  will  be  noted,  is  a  constant  contributor  to  many  worthy  objects 
under  the  auspices  of  the  church  of  her  choice,  and  that  of  her  lamented 
husband,  ably  helping  forward  interests  that  lay  dear  to  his  heart  and  for  which 
he,  as  well  as  her  father,  the  late  David  Gregg,  so  faithfully  labored  and 
generously  provided  for  in  various  ways  before  they  were  called  to  wear  the 
crown  and  enjoy  the  heavenly  reward. 

The  Mrs.  Rebecca  Brown  Donation  No.  1.  We  report  the  largest  gift  of  the 
current  year  as  coming  from  Mrs.  Rebecca  Brown,  a  highly  esteemed  member  of 
the  First  Philadelphia  congregation,  of  which  Rev.  T.  P.  Stevenson  is  pastor. 
Mrs.  Brown  was  a  member  of  the  church  for  some  years  in  the  County  of  Derry, 
Ireland.  Immediately  after  her  migration  to  the  United  States,  now  more  than 
fifty  years  ago,  she  became  connected  with  the  congregation  of  which  she  is  now 
a  member,  then  under  the  pastoral  care  of  the  late  Prof.  James  M.  Willson,  D. 
D.,  and  through  all  these  years  has  shown  a  devotion  and  steadfastness  to  the 
principles  she  so  early  embraced  and  so  consistently  maintained  as  to  be  an  ex- 
ample to  many  who  in  their  later  days  are  apt  to  abandon  their  early  convictions 
under  but  slight  temptation  and  upon  the  most  trivial  of  excuses.  This  gift 
consist*  of  certain  stocks  which  have  been  sold  and  converted  into  cash,  accord- 
ing to  agreement  and  which  at  current  rates,  makes  this  gift  to  be  a  present  net 
value  of  nine  thousand  two  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars  and  twelve  cents 
(1^214.12). 

The  conditions  attached  to  this  gift  and  accepted  by  the  Board  are  as  follows, 
viz: 

1.  The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Synod  to  pay  to  her  an  annual  sum  during 
her  natural  life,  payable  semi-annually  from  June  15,  1894,  as  interest  on  the 
aforesaid  gift. 

2.  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  of 
North  America,  shall  at  her  death  make  distribution  of  the  net  amount  then  on 
hand  of  the  said  gift  or  of  any  accumulation  of  interest  thereto,  to  the  following 
items  of  work  carried  on  by  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  of 
North  America,  viz : 

To  Geneva  College  Endowment .10    per  cent. 

Students'  Fund  Endowment 10         " 

Aged  Ministers  Fund  Endowment 7£        " 

Fund  for  Widows  and  Children  of  Deceased  Ministers 

Endowment 7J        " 

Foreign  Mission  Current  Account 20         " 

Mission  to  China  Current  Account 10         " 

Domestic  Mission  Current  Account 15  " 

Southern  Mission  Current  Account 7£        " 

Indian  Mission  Current  Account  or  for  Indian  Mission 

Building  Fund 7J 

Home   for   Widows,  Orphans,  and    Aged    People  of 

Reformed  Presbyterian  Church 5 


«i 


u 


262  Appendix.  [July  &  Aog. 

3.  That  should  any  of  the  aforesaid  items  of  work  not  be  in  operation  at  the 
time  of  her  death,  such  portion  or  portions  are  to  be  equally  divided  between  the 
Foreign  Mission  Current  Account  and  the  Domestic  Mission  Current  Account 

Mrs.  Rebecca  Brown  Donation  No.  2.  We  also  report  from  the  same  Mrs. 
Rebecca  Brown  of  Philadelphia,  to  be  designated  as  Donation  No.  2,  a  certain 
written  obligation  for  a  considerable  additional  sum,  more  fully  described  in  the 
books  of  the  treasurer,  and  the  Minutes  of  the  Board,  which  was  accompanied 
with  a  certain  other  obligation,  the  latter  valued  at  eighteen  hundred  and  forty 
dollars  ($1,840).  The  conditions  attached  to  this  second  gift  and  according  to 
which  it  has  been  received  are  as  follows : 

1.  Mrs.  Rebecca  Brown  shall  retain  any  interest  that  may  be  paid  to  her  od 
the  gift  referred  to. 

2.  That  in  case  the  Board  shall  be  paid  during  her  life  either  one  or  both  of 
the  obligations  referred  to,  then  the  Board  shall  pay  to  her  on  the  amount 
received,  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  during  her  natural  life. 

3.  That  at  her  death,  Synod's  Board  of  Trustees  shall  distribute  this  gift  in 
the  same  way  and  manner  as  the  gilt  to  which  we  have  referred  in  this  report 
bearing  the  caption  "  Mrs.  Rebecca  Brown  Donation  No.  1." 

The  Invested  Fundi.  It  will  be  noted  by  the  report  of  the  treasurer,  notwith- 
standing the  business  depression  of  the  last  two  years,  that  there  is  a  constant 
and  healthy  growth,  in  the  endowment  funds  flowing  into  the  treasury.  It  mmt 
however  in  justice  to  the  greatly  increased  work  of  the  church  in  her  various 
missions  and  other  fields  of  activity,  be  constantly  borne  in  mind  by  the  mem- 
bership and  those  in  particular  whom  the  Lord  has  blessed  with  an  abundance 
of  this  world's  goods,  that  never  before  were  there  as  many  inviting  fields  for 
labor  and  widely  open  doors  at  home  and  abroad  for  the  proclamation  of  the 
gospel ;  and  hence  it  has  been  the  aim  of  the  Mission  Boards  as  far  as  possible, 
to  fill  the  divine  command,  to  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature,  so  that  with 
increased  offerings  correspondingly  enlarged  fields  of  operation  have  been 
entered  upon,  and  to  maintain  these,  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  use  every 
dollar  of  income  from  the  funds  we  refer  to,  and  in  addition,  supply  the 
deficiency  required  by  prompt  payment  of  the  annual  appropriations  or 
collections  from  the  congregations  of  the  church  which  the  Synod  shall  be  called 
upon  to  provide  for  during  the  present  year. 

The  amount  of  bonds,  mortgages,  notes,  real  estate,  current  funds,  etc., 
held  by  your  Board  at  the  date  of  this  report,  amount  to  five  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  thousand,  five  hundred  and  thirty-four  dollars  and  forty-eight  centi 
($527,534.48.)  The  investments  made  by  your  Board  during  the  year,  we  believe 
to  have  been  not  only  judiciously  managed  and  abundantly  well  secured,  bat  to 
have  been  on  the  whole  fairly  profitable. 

There  has  been  earned,  in  the  year  that  has  just  closed,  after  first  deducting 
the  expenses  of  the  year,  a  sufficient  net  sum  to  pay  the  interest  on  all  special 
trusts,  at  rates  of  interest  expressly  stipulated  upon  in  connection  with  their 
acceptance,  and  in  addition  a  sum  sufficiently  large  to  declare  a  dividend  of  fire 
and  one-half  per  cent,  on  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  thousand,  seven  hundred 
and  fifty-nine  dollars  and  forty-nine  cents  (1258,759.49)  of  other  invested  funds, 
leaving  a  surplus  of  this  year's  earnings  of  eleven  hundred  and  sixty-three 
dollars  and  eighty-eight  cents  ($1,163.88,)  carried  to  the  credit  of  Contingent 
Account.  We  accordingly  report  that  the  Geneva  College,  Theological  Seminary, 
Foreign  Mission,  Domestic  Missions,  and  other  Endowment  Funds  entitled  to 
participate  in  the  profits  have  been  credited  at  the  rate  of  interest  indicated. 

The  Books  and  Accounts.  The  Trustees  at  a  recent  meeting  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer,  John  T.  Morton,  who  have  reported 
that  they  have  attended  the  duty  assigned  them,  finding  the  accounts,  bonds, 
mortgages  and  other  securities,  and  cash  in  bank  and  on  hand,  and  the  business 
of  the  Board  as  set  forth  in  his  report  to  the  Synod  at  the  present  meeting,  to  be 
correct. 

Election  of  Trustees.  The  term  for  which  Messrs.  Samuel  McNaugher,  John 
T.  Morton  and  James  A.  McAteer,  were  made  members  of  this  Board,  will  ex- 
pire June  15,  1895.  We  therefore  ask  that  their  successors  be  chosen,  by  ballot 
as  required  by  law,  to  serve  for  three  years  ending  June  15,  1898. 

Delegate  to  Synod.  In  accordance  with  the  action  of  Synod  authorizing  such 
representative  we  report,  that  3o\mT.^oxto\ita&been  appointed  to  represent  the 
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oard  at  the  present  meeting  of  Synod,  with  power  in  behalf  of  the  Board,  to 
ring  before  Synod  in  person,  such  other  financial  interest  of  the  Board  as  may 
»m  to  demand  action  during  the  sessions  of  the  Synod. 
Finally.    We  submit  the  principal  items  in  this  report  to  which  we  invite  the 
>ecial  attention  of  the  Synod  for  action. 

1.  Approval  of  the  Board's  action  in  the  distribution  of  the  Princeton,  Ind. 
ongregation  Donation. 

2.  To  take  suoh  action  as  will  secure  the  payment  of  the  interest  due  by  the 
.to  First  New  York  Congregation  agreeably  to  Synod's  action  of  last  year. 

3.  To  direct  what  use  shall  be  made  of  the  $202.00  from  the  Rushsylvania 
hurch  Property. 

4.  Action,  if  deemed  necessary,  as  to  the  re-transfer  of  the  ($685.46)  from  the 
idian  Mission  Building  Fund  to  the  Current  Fund  of  the  same  mission. 

5.  To  arrange  for  the  payment  of  the  balance  due  by  Geneva  College  Build- 
lg  Fund. 

6.  To  secure  the  Endowment  Funds  of  the  church  for  the  loan  due  by  the 
last  End  Congregation  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

7.  An  appropriation  of  $1,500.00  to  be  made  to  the  Aged  Ministers'  Fund, 
rith  instructions  as  to  what  persons  shall  receive  aid  therefrom. 

8.  An  appropriation  of  $1,500.00  to  the  Widows  and  Children  of  Deceased 
[misters'  Fund,  with  directions  as  to  whom  the  funds  shall  be  paid. 

9.  That  an  appropriation  be  made  of  not  less  than  fifteen  hundred  dollars  for 
be  current  expenses  of  the  Theological  Seminary. 

10.  That  five  hundred  dollars  be  appropriated  for  the  Library  Fund,  and 
alf  of  the  amount  raised  to  go  to  the  college  and  the  remainder  to  the  seminary. 

11.  That  an  appropriation  of  one  thousand  dollars  be  made  to  the  Students' 
Lid  Fund. 

12.  Action  of  Synod  in  reference  to  the  establishment  of  a  "  Widows  and 
)rphaus  and  Aged  People's  Home  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,"  in 
x>mmendation  of  the  offer  made  by  the  Women's  Missionary  Society  of  Pitts- 
burgh Presbytery. 

13.  Instructions  with  reference  to  the  use  to  be  made  of  Miss  Eliza  McCrory 
tequest. 

14.  What  disposition  shall  be  made  of  the  Mrs.  Ann  Moore  Bequest. 

15.  Directions  as  to  what  phase  of  "  missionary  work  "  the  Peter  Dermond 
Request  shall  be  applied  to. 

16.  As  to  whether  the  $1,000.00  of  Mrs.  Lizzie  M.  and  John  C.  McKinney 
Request  shall  be  used  for  endowment  or  current  account  of  the  missions  to 
rhich  it  belongs. 

17.  The  election  of  three  Trustees  for  three  years  to  June  15,  1898. 

Respectfully  submitted  by  order  of  the  Board, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  1,  1895.  Daniel  Chesnut,  Secretary. 

'aper  No.  13.— Communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Plan  of  Federation 

of  Presbyterian  Churches. 

Vo  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Preibyterian  Church : 
Venerable  Brethren  : — The  undersigned,  with  Rev.  Drs.  J.  Elmendorf 
nd  David  Steele,  were  appointed  a  Committee  of  Correspondence  by  the  Con- 
erence  of  Committees  of  the  Presbyterian  and  Reformed  Churches  on  a  federa- 
ion  of  those  bodies.     We  transmitted  to  you  a  year  ago  the  plan  of  federation 
rhich  the  committees  in  conference  had  unanimously  agreed  to  recommend  for 
doption  by  the  different  General  Assemblies  aud  General  Synods,  with  the  re- 
ueat  that,  if  it  commend  itself  to  you,  you  would  adopt  the  same  and  continue 
our  committee  to  receive  the  action  of  the  different  bodies,  and  to  take  the 
urther  steps  that  such  action  might  require. 
We  beg  leave  now  to  report  the  present  status  of  the  movement  : 
The  Genera]  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States  of 
Lmerica  postponed  the  consideration  of  the  plan  until  this  year*  and  called  the 
Mention  of  the  presbyteries  to  it  for  information  and  advice.     The  presbyteries 
tave  been  considering  it,  and  the  assembly  at  its  meeting  in  Pittsburgh,  be- 
inning  the  16th  inst„  is  expected  finally  to  act  upon  it.    The  United  rresby- 
erian  General  Assembly  has  adopted  it,  and  has  also  elected  its  delegate*  to  W\a 
federal  Council.     The  General  Synod  of  the  (Dutch)   VtofrrcmAd  <u\i\i\<&t  Vol 
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America,  and  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Chmrch  have  alio 
adopted  it.  The  General  Assembly  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  referred  it  to  Special  Com- 
mittees to  report  this  year.  The  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  (German) 
Church  in  the  United  States  has  not  yet  met,  but  the  members  of  its  committees 
were  among  the  most  earnest  in  approving  the  plan,  and  are  confident  of  its 
adoption  by  their  Synod.  The  Welsh  Calvinistic  Assembly,  which  meets  every 
three  years,  has  not  yet  had  the  opportunity  to  act,  but  favorable  action  by  it  is 
also  confidently  looked  for. 

In  these  circumstances  we  respectfully  ask  you  again  to  continue  your  com- 
mittee in  order  that  it  may  receive  the  final  action  of  all  the  judicatories,  and 
report  to  you  as  may  further  be  necessary.  Fraternally  yours, 

Philadelphia,  May  9,  1895.  R  M.  Patterson,  Ohn.  Com,  Gvr, 


SYRIA  STATISTICS. 

1.  Number  of  Communicants 196 

Foreign 11 

Native 187 

Latakiyeh 73 

Gunaimia 47 

Eldainey 27 

Jeodaira 12 

Inkzik 5 

Metn 6 

Suadia 17 

187 

2.  Baptisms,  Native  Children....  10 

3.  Deaths,  Baptized  Nativb 

Children 3 

4.  Net  Decrease  of  Communic'ts.  11 

By  death 2 

0.  Number  of  Employes 32 

Licentiates 4 

Bible  Readers 4 

Shopman 1 

Teachers,  male 10 

Teachers,  female 5 

General  agent 1 

School  servants 7 

6.  Number  of  Schools 8 

Girls,  boarding  and  day 2 

Boys,  "  "      "   2 

<t  it  <>      "   ....     4 

7.  Number  of  Pupils 417 

Boys  291 

Girls 126 

8.  Number  of  Sabbath  Schools...    5 

Pupils 425 

Teachers 20 

9.  Contributions. 
Latakiyeh  Centre : 

Congregational  collections...  775  25 
Sabbath  School  "        ...  550  00 

C.E.  Society 805  00 

Native  member,  cash 273  00 

Additional  by  missionaries  so 

far  as  reported  bv  them.  .7.092  05 

Medical  fees 6,940  00 

Price  of  medicine 2,137  00 

Suadia  Centre : 

Congregational  collections. . .  514  31 

Sabbath  School 154  20 

Special  for  books 128  25 

Additional  by  missionaries  so 

far  as  reported  by  them.  10,007  20 
Medical  Keceipts 3,619  17 

X.  B. — To  reduce  piasters  to  United  States 
money  simply  divide  by  28,  the  number  of  piasters 
in  oue  dollar. 


ASIA  MINOR  STATISTICS. 

Communicants. 

Missionaries  and  families 8 

Natives  and  others 136 

Total 44 

Baptised  Children 32 

Baptisms,  Adults 4 

Children 7 

Total 11 

Increase  of  CoMMUNiCANT8(MiasV)  1 

Native,  by  profession, 4 

Native,  by  certificate 2 

American,  by  profession 1 

Total 8 

Decrease  iNCoMMUKiCAKTR(Miss'y)*l 

Native,  by  defection 6 

Removal \2 

Total 9 

Schools,  Boarding  &  Day  combined  p- 

Pupil8,  Boys,  Boarders £> 

Day  pupils lo 

Total 40 

Girls,  Boarders 36 

Day  pupils b" 

Total 42 

Total  number  of  pupils 8*2 

Employes,  Teachers b4 

Evangelists 2 

Helpers 5 

Total 11 

Contributions,  Pias.    Paras. 

2,747  02 
About  $yr  00 

•  Miss  Willi*  Dodds  to  Latakiyeh. 

1  Also  to  Latakiyeh  district. 

t  Others,  includes  English  and  Austrian  num- 
bers. 

p  Two  schools  for  girls  were  carried  on  in  Her- 
sine  during  part  of  the  year,  but  were,  for  pro- 
dential  reasons,  abandoned. 

b  There  were  five  teachers  until  Hanna  E 
Haleby  went  to  America  in  the  beginning  of  lb* 
year. 
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BlBLB     LBSSONS. 
THIRD    QUARTER,    1895. 


LESSON  III,— Jul jr  21, 

NADAB  AND  ABIHU.-Leviticus  10 :  1-11. 

)lden  Text  :  Do  not  drink  wine  nor  strong  drink,  thou,  nor  thy  tons  with 
—Leviticus  10  : 9. 

tviticus  is  the  book  that  contains  the  directions  relating  to  the  priests 
Levites.  Nadab  and  Abihu,  oldest  sons  of  Aaron,  consecrated  priests, 
3  guilty  of  wilful  disobedience  in  several  particulars,  culminating  in  the  use 
le  common  fire  when  burning  incense  instead  of  that  from  the  altar,  16  :  12, 
Numb.  16 :  18,  85,  40.  All  the  circumstances  connected  with  their  punish- 
t,  as  also  the  forbidding  Aaron  and  his  sons  to  make  any  manifestation  of 
f,  show  in  what  light  God  regards  the  introduction  into  his  worship  of  any- 
g  he  himself  has  not  enjoined.  We  need  to  remember  this  to-day.  The  one 
stion  to  be  asked  is,  what  is  God's  will  ? 

•  is  not  at  all  unlikely  that  Nadab  and  Abihu  were  drunk  when  they  went  to 
orm  their  priestly  duties  and  hence  the  command  in  verses  9-11.  They  who 
ister  before  the  Lord  should  have  clear  understandings  and  tender  con- 
Dces  so  as  to  be  able  to  distinguish  between  right  and  wrong.  Nothing 
ures  the  intellect  and  debases  the  moral  nature  more  than  the  use  of  intoxi- 
lg  liquor.  It  makes  its  user  a  maniac  or  a  fool.  Worshippers  should  re- 
lber  that  God  is  a  jealous  God.  lie  can  be  approached  acceptably  only  in 
way  he  has  appointed.  The  sin  of  presumption  is  especially  displeasing  to 
.  Heb.  10:22. 

rhat  a  source  of  grief  ungodly  children  are  to  godly  parents  !     What  can 

•  do  but  "  hold  their  peace  "  when  the  evil  conduct  of  such  children  brings 
i  it,  its  just  punishment.    Pious  parents  will  not  rebel  against  God. 

$  alms  89  :  5-7  ;  89 :  29-84 ;  39 : 7-11. 

SHORTER  CATECHISM. 

ue$.  51 .     What  is  forbidden  in  t?ie  second  commandment  t 

rw.    The   second  commandment  forbiddeth  the  worshipping  of   God  by 

;e8,  or  any  other  way  not  appointed  in  his  word. 


LESSON    IV.— July  28. 

•      JOURNEYING  TO  CANAAN.-Numbers  10 :  29-36. 

olden  Text  :      Come  thou  with  us  and  we  will  do  thee  good :  for  t7ie  Lord 

spoken  good  concerning  Israel. — Numbers  10 :  29. 
umbers,  so  called  from  the  account  of  the  numbering  of  the  Israelites  in  it. 

was  a  crisis  in  the  life  of  Raguel,  elsewhere  (Exodus  8:1)  called  Jethro. 

journey  was  about  to  be  resumed  and  unless  he  and  his  identified  them- 
38  with  Israel,  there  would  be  a  separation.    Two  reasons  are  presented  why 

should  do  so.  God  had  promised  good  to  Israel.  Raguel  could  be  of  great 
ice,  belonging,  as  he  did,  to  a  powerful  tribe  and  well  acquainted  with  the 
erness.  From  Judges  1 :  16,  the  inference  is  that  the  latter  reason  decided 
to  go  with  Moses.  He  and  his  shared  with  the  chosen  people  the  divine 
action  and  guidance.  God's  people  have  to-day  in  their  pilgrimage  journey 
e>  than  the  visible  cloud  of  the  Lord.  The  Saviour's  presence,  vast  as  the 
inse  of  heaven,  nearer  than  the  pillared  cloud  of  the  desert,  sleepless  in  the 
it  as  in  the  day,  goes  with  each  one  of  his  followers  wherever  he  goes,  dwells 
i  him  wherever  he  dwells,  and  ever  whispers  in  his  ear  the  comforting  words 
>,  I  am  with  you."  Jesus  honors  each  with  making  him  a  co-worker  with 
.    Safety  and  success  are  both  assured. 

is  impossible  for  one  who  has  himself  been  saved  to  be  indifferent  to  the 
fction  of  others.  It  is  natural  and  right  that  we  be  especially  interested  in 
salvation  of  those  who  are  related  to  us.     "  Without  natural  affection  "  is  a 

indication  of  being  without  grace.    Aaron  may  hold  his  peswcfc  <*i\itt&\iY& 
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children  are  punished  for  their  sins,  but  Aaron's  heart  bleeds  even  though  k 
may  be  able  to  say  "The  will  of  the  Lord  be  done."    Nothing  pleases  more  i 
child  of  God  than  to  know  that  the  tender  ties  which  unite  on  earth  will  be 
sanctified  and  strengthened  in  heaven.. 
Psalms  95  :  6,  7  ;  68 : 1-3  ;  132  :  7-10. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  52.     What  are  tJie  reasons  annexed  to  the  second  commandment  t 
An*.    The  reasons  annexed  to  the  second  commandment  are,  God's  sover- 
eignty  over  us,  his  propriety  in  us,  and  the  zeal  he  hath  to  his  own  worship. 


LESSON  V.-AufUit  4. 
THE  EEPOET  OF  THE  SPIE8.-Numben  13 :  17-80,  83-83. 

Golden  Text  :    The  Lord  is  with  us,  fear  them  not. — Numbers  14 : 9. 

It  seems  strange  to  us  that  Israel  which  had  witnessed  the  mighty  doings  of 
the  Lord  was  not  willing  to  go  forward,  Deut.  1 :  21, 22.  And  yet  lack  of  faith  ii 
most  strikingly  manifested  now  every  day,  notwithstanding  the  greater  wooden 
we  have  witnessed.  It  is  this  that  prevents  the  world  being  brought  into  tab- 
jection  to  Christ.  The  report  brought  back  by  the  spies  was  correct  The  mis- 
take was  that  God  and  his  promises  were  forgotten,  and  as  the  result  their  in- 
fluence was  against  going  forward.  This  is  a  mistake  we  are  constantly  nuking. 
The  consequences  are  always  bad.  Caleb  is  an  illustration  of  the  courage  that 
faith  in  God  produces.  He  had  no  doubt  himself  of  results,  and  he  endeavored 
to  inspire  the  people  with  his  confidence.  No  man  is  so  undismayed,  so  hopefhl 
and  cheerful,  as  he  who  lives  in  close  communion  with  God.  Such  a  one  carat* 
be  cast  down  or  overcome.  The  "giants"  to  others  are  pigmies  to  him, the 
mountains  become  a  plain.  The  amount  of  harm  they  do,  who  see  only  tin 
difficulties  and  so,  discouraged  themselves,  discourage  others,  cannot  be  otw 
estimated.    Such  persons  ought  to  be  suppressed  if  they  cannot  be  changed 

Psalms  78:  40-42 ;  107  :  17-22  ,  109 :  28-31. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  53.     Which  is  the  third  commandment  t 

Ans.  The  third  commandment  is,  Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name  of  the  Lord 
thy  God  in  vain ;  for  the  Lord  will  not  hold  him  guiltless  that  taketh  his  nim* 

in  vain. 

•- 

LESSON   VI.— August  11. 

THE  BRAZEN  SERPENT -Numben  21 :  4-9. 

Golden  Text  :  As  Moses  lifted  up  the  serpent  in  the  wilderness  even  so  ft** 
the  Son  of  Man  be  lifted  up. — John  3  :  14. 

44  Judge  not  the  Lord  by  feeble  sense,  but  trust  him  for  his  grace. 
Behind  a  frowning  providence  he  hides  a  smiling  face." 

Notwithstanding  all  their  experiences,  the  Israelites  could  not  learn  the  leswo, 
that  God  knows  best.  Unless  they  could  see  the  wisdom  of  all  that  was  done, 
courage  and  hope  were  lost  and  mourning  and  fretting  were  indulged  in.  Ibw* 
this  true  of  us  to-day  ?  We  are  never  prepared  for  disappointments,  baek-M^ 
failures. 

By  severe  providences  God  makes  us  to  realize  the  deadly  nature  of  sin  jo* 
as  he  did  the  Israelites  in  the  wilderness.  He  teaches  us  also  that  with  bio 
alone  is  forgiveness. 

The  Saviour  most  effectively  uses  this  incident  as  a  type  of  the  lifting  op  °' 
himself.  In  many  ways  is  the  brazen  serpent  an  illustration  of  Christ--*!* 
design,  harmless,  lifted  up,  etc.,  etc.   Salvation  by  faith  is  the  great  lesson  iaafbt 

Psalms  78  :  21-25  ;  94 :  11-15  ;  130. 

SHORTER  CATECHISM. 

Ques.  54.     What  is  required  in  tlie  third  commandment? 
Ans.    The  third  commandment  requireth  the  holy  and  reverent  use  of  God* 
names,  titles,  attributes,  ordinances,  word  and  works. 


SUPPLIES-ILLINOIS  PRESBYTERY. 

Bloomintjton  —Buck,  July,  od  and  4th  Sabs.  ;  J.  0.  Reed,  Au«.,  1st  Sab.,  and 
declare  pulpit  vacant;  Ganlt,  Sept.,  1st  and  Ud  Sabs.  ;  S.  R  McClnrkin,  Sept., 
3d  and  4th  Sabs. ;  Sharp,  Oct,  1st,  i>d  and  ftl  Sabs.  ;  II.  P.  McUlurkin,  Nov.,  :id 
and  4th  Sabs  ;  1.  T.  E.  MeBiuney,  Jan.,  Island  id  Sabs.  ;  Fulton,  Jan.,  3d  and 
4*'u  Sabs.,  Feb.,  1st  and  2d  Sabs.  ;  Gil  mure,  Apiil,  1st,  kJd  aud  3d  Sabs.  ;  Eassou. 
May,  1st,  2a  and  53d  Sabs.  C'inlfen:ille—  Buck.  June,  4th  and  5th  Sab-*.  ;  Ganlt, 
Aug..  1st.  and  2d  Sabs.:  S.  B.  McUurkin,  Oct..  3d  and  4th  Sabs.  ;  II.  P.  Me- 
Clurkin,  Nov.,  1st  and  2d  Sabs. :  1.  T.  K.  McBiirncy,  Dec,  4th  and  oth  Sabs.  ; 
Fulton,  Feb.,  3d  and  lib  Sabs.  ;  Eas-oii.  April,  l.v.  anil  21  Sabs.  ;  (iilinure,  May, 
1st  and  2d  Sabs.  &>/ union — Buck,  Julv,  1st  and  2*1  Sabs. ;  Gault,  Au^.,  3d  and 
4rh  Sabs.  :  S.  H.  McClurkiu.  <M.,  3d  and  4th  Sabs.  :  I.  T.  K.  McBurney.  Dec, 
1st  and  2d  Sabs. ;  Fulton,  Jan.,  1st  and  2d  Sabs.,  Match,  lM".,  2*1  and  3d  Sabs.  : 
<•.  K.  McBurney,  Feb.,  1st,  2d  and  3d  Sabs. :  Kaw>n,  Apiil,  3d  and  llh  Sabs.  ; 
<i:!moiv,  May,  od  and  4th  Sabs. 

The  f'oiniiiitlee  wil!  in  ike  no  change.*.  Congregation*  paviuif  $lo  a  dav  for 
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APPENDIX    TO    MINUTES. 


Report  of  the  Syrian  Mission.— 1894,  1895. 

MISSIONARIES  AND  TIIRIR  8TATI0N8. 

ita*fy«A.— Miss  Mattie  R.  Wylie  (1875.)  Miss  Maggie  B.  Edgar  (1886.) 
»  M.  Balph,  M.  D.  (1887.)  Miss  Willia  S.  Dodds  (1887.)  Rev.  James^S. 
art  and  wife  (1888.)  Miss  L.  M.  McNaughton  (1893.) 
adia. — Miss  Meta  Cunningham,  Missionary  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
•ch  of  Ireland  and  Scotland  (1882.)  Rev.  J.  Boggs  Dodds  and  wife  (1892.) 
.  M.  Moore,  M.  D.,  and  wife  (1898.) 

he  Board  of  Foreign  Missions : 

iab  Fathers  and  Brkthrbk  :— In  this  our  annual  report  we  can  scaroely 
i  to  present  much  of  interest  that  has  not  already  been  set  before  the  church 
e  published  letters  of  the  missionaries.  Moreover,  much  of  what  has  been 
here  is  routine  work,  much  like  that  done  in  schools  and  churches  at  home; 
in  recording  this  we  cannot  point  to  better  methods  nor  more  marvelous 
Its  than  those  with  which  you  are  familiar.  Also,  the  fact  that  what  gives 
lise  of  success  and  calls  for  the  expenditure  of  strength  and  time  and  means, 
i  proves,  so  far  as  human  eye  can  see,  a  total  failure,  makes  us  cautious 
it  reporting  what  has  not  been  ti  ied  and  found  worthy  of  permanent  record, 
ivertheless,  we  trust  that  a  careful  and  impartial  review  of  labor  done  and 
rings  enjoyed,  and  success  granted,  may  be  to  the  board  and  to  the  churcb 
)nly  a  cause  of  encouragement  but  also  of  great  thanksgiving  unto  God. 
Bar  brethren,  we  have  not  dispelled  the  Syrian  darkness,  but  we  have  tried 
Bep  our  little  light  held  aloft  and  shining.  We  have  not  seen  the  hosts  of 
mess  fly,  in  any  literal  sense,  but  we  have  not  forgotten  that  they  that  be 
i  us  are  more  than  they  that  be  with  them.  We  have  not  seen  multitude* 
it  the  foot  of  the  cross,  but  we  have  tried  to  tell  all  to  whom  we  have  had 
is  of  the  fountain  opened  for  sin  and  unclean n ess.  The  year  just  past  ha* 
i  mainly  an  uneventful  one.  There  is  no  record  either  of  marvelous  success 
f  disastrous  failure,  but  of  constant  plodding  in  the  good  old  ways,  constant 
ing  for  more  liberty  to  preach  the  gospel,  constant  praying  and  hoping  for 
outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  We  have  labored,  and  are  content  to  leave 
Its  in  the  hand  of  him  who  has  said  "  forasmuch  as  ye  know  that  your  labor 
)t  in  vain  in  the  Lord." 

LATAKITBH  CENTER. 

rith  regard  to  making  known  the  gospel,  we  can  say  that  we  have  tried  to 
r  the  divine  injunction.  "  Preach  the  word  :  be  instant  in  season  and  out  of 
on."  One  licentiate  has  been  regularly  employed  among  the  out-stations, 
idling  on  the  Sabbath  and  frequently  on  weekday  evenings.  Rev.  Stewart 
also  made,  up  to  April  30th,  nineteen  visits  to  out-stations,  occupying  in  all 
rteven  days,  eighteen  of  them  being  Sabbaths.     He  has  dispensed  the 

21 


8 


274  Appendix  to  Minutes.  [Sept. 

sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  five  times,  viz  :  once  at  Latakiyeh,  Metn  and 
Bahamra,  and  twice  at  Gunaimia.  At  three  of  these  Dr.  Balph  also  was  present. 
Five  persons  have  been  received  into  the  membership  of  the  church  on  profession, 
but  three  of  whom  are  included  in  the  present  year's  statistics,  which  are,  as 
usual,  earned  up  only  to  March  1st  Ten  children  have  been  baptized,  and  one 
adult.  Family  visitation  has  been  attended  to  wherever  practicable.  We  hare 
lost  one  church  member  by  death,  and  also  two  baptized  children. 

Latakiyeh. — Owing  to  distance  and  the  difficulty  of  fording  streams  in  wet 
weather,  the  Latakiyeh  congregation  is  the  only  one  that  has  enjoyed  regular 
preaching.  The  pulpit  has  been  occupied  twenty  Sabbaths  by  the  missionary  in 
charge,  and  the  rest  by  the  licentiates,  who  are  employed  regularly  in  teaching. 
The  usual  exercises  of  the  Lord's  Day  are  the  Sabbath  School  at  9  a.  u.,  explan- 
ation of  the  psalm  and  sermon  at  10 :  30,  general  prayer  meeting  at  3  :  30  p.  m., 
prayer  meeting  for  girls  in  the  girls'  school  and  for  boys  in  the  boys'  school  in 
the  evening.  The  attendance  at  public  worship  numbers  from  150  to  200,  in- 
cluding the  pupils  of  the  boarding  schools.  During  two  of  the  summer  months, 
when  the  schools  are  not  in  session,  the  attendance  is  from  40  to  60.  The 
attendance  each  Thursday  evening  is  about  the  same  as  that  of  the  Sabbath.  A 
prayer  meeting  for  women  is  held  every  other  Wednesday  afternoon  at  the  houses 
of  the  various  members,  and  often  numbers  twelve  to  fifteen  persons.  The 
Sabbath  School,  of  which  Miss  Wylie  is  superintendent,  has  bad  enrolled  230, 
including  the  boarding  pupils,  and  fourteen  teachers.  The  International  lessons 
are  used,  and  the  superintendent  has  conducted  a  teachers'  class  each  Wednes- 
day evening. 

The  boys'  school,  Rev.  Stewart  in  charge,  has  had  as  usual  8?  boarders  and  an 
enrollment  of  89  day  scholars. 

Two  boys  graduated  last  July,  and  received  diplomas,  one  of  them  being  a 
member  of  the  church.  Many  of  the  boarding  pupils  are  from  places  where  we 
are  not  allowed  to  have  schools.  Nine  boarding  pupils  pay  this  year  in  part 
The  reading  room  in  the  boys*  school  building  has  been  oi  great  use,  affording 
a  comfortable  and  tidy  room  where  our  boys  and  young  men  can  drop  in  at  any 
time  and  find  profitable  reading  matter  and  pleasant  com pauion ship.  It  has  also 
given  us  opportunity  to  talk  with  many  whom  we  otherwise  should  not  bare 
seen.  The  boys'  prayer  meeting  on  Sabbath  evenings  is  attended  by  all  the 
larger  boys  of  the  school  and  several  young  men  members  of  the  church.  The 
spare  moments  of  the  Sabbath  are  spent  by  the  boarding  scholars  in  reviewing 
and  reciting  the  Psalms  aud  Catechism  questions  learned  during  the  week  pre- 
vious. The  opening  exercises  of  each  day,  consisting  of  singing  Psalms,  a 
Scripture  lesson,  and  prayer,  have  for  the  most  part  been  conducted  by  the 
missionary  in  charge,  who  has  also  attended,  as  far  as  possible,  the  Sabbath  ex- 
ercises. Industrial  work  has  not  yet  been  inaugurated,  but  several  pupils  are 
learning  trades  outside  of  the  school. 

Associated  with  Miss  Wylie  in  the  care  of  the  girls'  school  there  have  been 
Miss  McNaughton  and  Miss  Dodds,  the  latter  acting  as  Miss  Edgar's  substitute. 
Not  only  the  oversight  of  the  school  work  proper,  but  also  of  the  general  house- 
work connected  with  the  boarding  school,  has  been  shared  by  the  three  ladies. 
There  have  been  live  native  assistant  teachers  and  one  cook.  The  number  of 
boarders  is  54  ;  day  pupils,  80.  Miss  Dodds  has  had  charge  of  the  primary 
pupils  and  the  sale  of  bo?ks,  has  taught  two  classes  in  the  Catechism,  keeps 
order  during  the  sewing  hour,  conducts  worship  on  Wednesday  evenings,  and 
helps  in  the  Sabbath  evening  exercises.  She  has  tried  to  teach  the  girls  that 
whatever  they  do,  whether  they  commit  to  memory  a  Bible  verse,  or  sing  a  psalm, 
or  make  a  bed,  or  scrub  the  bathroom,  it  should  be  done  to  the  glory  of  God. 

There  has  been  a  marked  improvement  in  recitations,  work,  and  conduct  on 
the  playground  since  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  less  disposition  on  the  part 
of  the  parents  to  infringe  on  the  school  rules  than  ever  before.  Miss  McNaughton 
rings  the  rising  bell,  teaches  the  English  classes  and  orders  the  cutting  and  sew- 
ing. Each  day  one  of  the  older  girls  in  turn  spends  an  hour  and  a  half  with  her  in 
the  cutting  room.  The  whota  number  of  articles,  including  clothing,  and  various 
household  things,  cut  and  made  during  the  year  is  4i0. 

Miss  Wylie  has  had  the  care  of  the  sick,  mending,  knitting  and  fancy  work, 
arrangement  and  review  of  classes.    She  opens  the  school  each  morning  and,  for 
the  most  part,  conducts  evening  worship,  as  well  as  the  exercises  of  the  Sabbath 
evening. 
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The  same  attention  has  been  given  to  religious  studies  as  in  former  years.  Tbe 
work  in  the  school  is  so  arranged  that  one  of  the  ladies  is  free  to  receive  visitors. 
This  is  important,  since  it  gives  ihem  opportunities  to  speak  a  word  in  his  name 
to  persons  otherwise  inaccessible ;  and  in  the  home,  with  its  books  and  pictures, 
there  are  better  facilities  for  guiding  the  conversation  into  useful  channels  than 
in  the  average  native  house.  Since  New  Year's  day  at  least  250  ladies  have 
called,  and  many  of  their  calls  have  been  returned.  There  is  often  found  a  spirit 
of  inquiry  that  is  very  encouraging,  as  well  as  a  marked  improvement  in  refine- 
ment and  intelligence.  Miss  Wylie  has  made  an  average  of  three  visits  each 
week  to  the  sick,  or  those  in  mourning  or  in  trouble.  There  have  always  been 
several  persons  present  who  were  willing  to  listen  to  her.  She  has  gone  occa- 
sionally to  read  the  Bible,  and  in  this  also  has  been  kindly  received,  as  also  the 
native  Bible  reader,  who  makes  four  or  five  visits  each  week  among  the  non- 
Protestants. 

Ounaimia. — Mention  was  made  in  last  year's  report  of  the  evil  effects  of 
erroneous  teaching  in  Gunaimia,  and  of  the  refusal  of  several  membeis  of  the 
church  to  commune  on  the  basis  of  the  terms  of  communion  to  which  they  had 
formerly  given  their  consent.  We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  at  the  com* 
muuion  held  there  March  17,  1895,  but  one  refused  to  join  us,  although  two 
were  absent  and  their  present  attitude  is  not  known.  This  society  is  in  a  much 
more  prosperous  condition  than  it  has  been  for  two  years  past,  and  is  now,  as  it 
was  always  formerly,  our  most  promising  preaching  station.  Many  of  the 
Armenians  who  weie  formerly  bitterly  opposed  to  hearing  the  gospel  are  now 
eager  to  hear  it,  and  meet  night  alter  night  at  the  house  of  one  of  their  number, 
where  our  licentiate  has  his  lodgings. 

Three  boys  and  two  girls  from  this  village  are  in  the  boarding  schools  at 
Latakiyeh. 

Inktik. — The  condition  of  tbe  work  in  the  village  of  Inkzik  is  in  many  respects 
discouraging.  Six  members  of  the  church  have  withdrawn,  and  tbe  conduct  of 
at  least  two  of  these  is  utterly  opposed  to  godliness.  The  school  remains  closed, 
bat  the  teacher  reports  that  he  is  able  to  converse  or  read  with  from  six  to  ten 
persons  daily,  and  on  the  Sabbath  he  holds  a  meeting  in. his  own  house.  Many 
of  the  people  are  willing  to  receive  him  into  their  houses,  while  formerly  they 
were  not.  Surely  the  leaven  is  at  work  there,  although  we  may  have  been  too 
hasty  in  receiving  men  into  the  fellowship  of  the  church,  t.  «.,  men  who  are  not 
thoroughly  learned.  At  the  usual  time  for  holding  the  communion  there  the 
Greek  bishop  was  expected  to  make  a  visit  to  the  place,  and  it  was  thought  ex- 
pedient to  postpone  our  services.  A  fitting  season  has  not  yet  occurred.  Five 
boys  from  this  and  a  neighboring  village  are  in  the  Latakiyeh  school. 

Bahamra  and  the  Merj. — These  two  are  the  only  places  in  the  mountain 
district  where  our  people  are  meeting  for  Sabbath  worship.  A  little  society  of 
about  a  dozen  members  meets  alternately  at  the  house  of  Yakob  at  Bahamra 
and  Daoud  at  the  Merj,  and,  on  December  9th,  they  sat  down  at  the  table  of  the 
Lord  at  the  mission  house  at  Bahamra.  The  two  teachers  just  mentioned  are 
fltil)  employed  as  Bible  readers,  but  at  reduced  wages,  owing  to  the  impossibility 
of  giving  tnll  time  to  such  work. 

The  Jaarkab. — In  this  district  the  schools  of  Metn,  Soda  and  Tartous  have 
continued  as  before,  and  a  new  school  has  been  opened  at  Bizzak,  about  two 
hours  north  of  Metn.  The  religion  of  the  people  is  Greek  orthodox.  They 
have  for  a  long  time  been  asking  for  a  school,  and  God  in  bis  providence  has 
raised  them  up  a  teacher  in  the  person  of  the  young  man  Ibrahim  Elias,  of 
whom  mention  was  made  in  the  Herald  of  Mission  News,  for  January,  1895.  Ue 
being  a  native  of  the  district,  is  able  to  teach  without  being  molested.  They 
famish  us  a  suitable  school  room  free  of  charge  and  pay  for  the  books  used.  Tbe 
school  was  opened  January  7th,  and  has  now  an  enrollment  of  42.  Twice  we 
have  preached  there  and  found  many  willing  to  hear.  In  all  these  villages, 
except  Soda,  the  school  meets  on  the  Sabbath  for  the  study  of  a  portion  of 
Scripture. 

The  Latakiyeh  Bible  reader  and  shopman  reports  that  he  has  sold  or  furnished 
to  our  schools  2  Bibles  vo welled,  25  unvowelled,  22  New  Testaments  vowelled, 
IX  unvowelled,  44  copies  of  the  Gospel  by  Matthew,  4  of  the  Gospels  and  the 
Acta,  and  10  of  the  Psalms. 
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We  desire  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  three  (£3)  pound's  worth  of  religions 
books  for  free  distribution  from  the  Religious  Tract  Society  ;  also  of  twenty 
(£20)  pounds  sterling  from  the  Bible  Lands  Missions'  Aid  Society. 

Licentiate  Isa  Haurani,  of  whose  banishment  from  Latakiyeh  you  hare  been 
informed  (see  Herald  for  February,  3895,)  is  yet  in  Beirut,  but  there  is  no  pros- 
pect of  his  return  to  this  place,  where  his  family  still  remain. 

J  as.  S.  Stewart. 

MEDICAL  REPORT. 

The  medical  work  of  the  past  year  has  been  conducted  along  the  same  line  as 
formerly.  Clinics  have  been  held  regularly  twice  a  week,  except  when  absent 
in  other  parts  of  the  field.  These  have  had  an  average  attendance  of  about 
forty  persons.  The  number  of  clinics  held  was  ninety.  Each  of  these  was 
preceded  by  religious  exercises  of  about  half  an  hour  in  length,  conducted  either 
by  myself  or  one  of  our  teachers.  By  this  means  the  gospel  message  has  been 
presented  to  many  who  never  have  any  other  opportunity  of  hearing  it.  The 
number  of  visits  made  in  the  town  was  650,  not  including  visits  to  villages  in 
different  parts  of  the  field.  A  number  of  patients  have  been  taken  in  and  cared 
for  and  treated,  for  periods  varying  from  one  to  three  weeks  each  ;  but  lack  of 
any  provision  to  defray  such  expenses,  except  as  we  have  been  able  to  do  so  per- 
sonally, has  compelled  us  to  refuse  many  very  needy  cases  which  could  not  be 
treated  at  their  homes.  In  all  our  work  it  has  been  our  endeavor  to  make  it  the 
means  by  which  we  should  be  enabled  to  teach  those  who  came  under  our  care 
something  of  the  need  of  a  lost  world — of  hira  "  who  healeth  all  our  diseases, 
and  forgiveth  all  our  iniquities,"  leaving  results  with  him,  and  trusting  in  the 
promise,  "my  word  shall  not  return  unto  me  void." 

The  number  oi  prescriptions  filled  has  been  4,500.  J.  M.  Balph. 

8UADIA  CENTER. 

We  desire  to  record  our  gratitude  to  God  for  a  year  of  peace  and  advance. 
While  others  have  experienced  the  hand  of  oppression,  we  have  been  spared  such 
antagonism.  We  had  a  mild  form  of  opposition  in  the  government  school  in  our 
midst,  which  was  opened  for  the  Fallaheen,  but,  after  a  few  weeks  of  puerile 
effort,  the  school,  which  at  first  had  120  pupils,  closed.  Four  Greek  schools 
detained  some  of  our  pupils  a  few  weeks  in  the  early  winter,  but  they,  too, 
closed,  and  the  pupils  who  were  really  desirous  of  learning  came  back  to  us,  and 
a  very  goodly  number  have  attended.  As  before,  two  teachers  have  been  em- 
ployed in  the  boys'  school.  The  girls'  school  has  been  quite  successful  under 
the  efficient  management  of  Miss  Cunningham.  The  wisdom  of  the  Board  in 
providing  more  room  for  the  girls'  school  has  been  thoroughly  shown  by  the  in- 
creased number  of  applications  for  school  privileges.  Public  preaching  of  the 
word  has  been  maintained  each  Sabbath,  either  by  the  licentiate  who  works  here 
or  by  the  resident  minister.  Rev.  Stewart  cheered  us  by  occasional  visits  and 
sermons  during  the  summer.    Attendance  at  the  services  has  largely  increased. 

The  Sabbath  School,  of  which  Miss  Cunningham  is  superintendent,  has 
increased  in  numbers  and  interest,  requiring  additional  teachers,  which  were 
provided.  Rev.  Dodds  and  family,  of  Mersine,  paid  us  a  visit  in  the  fall.  He 
assisted  at  our  communion,  at  which  time  we  had  an  accession  of  two. 

Our  chief  encourage  meut  this  year  is  in  a  visible  increase  of  spiritual  activity 
among  the  brethren.  Besides  tiie  two  prayer  meetings  held  each  week  in  the 
chapel,  there  is  a  weekly  meeting  in  the  homes  of  the  brethren,  that  has  beeu  a 
source  of  development,  resulting  in  increased  effort  on  their  part  to  lead  others 
to  Christ,  in  gathering  neighbors  together  to  hear  the  word  of  God,  and  in  in- 
ducing attendance  on  the  public  services.  The  enemy  retreats  also.  We,  who 
have  recently  come,  do  not  see  the  cross  and  images,  and  the  burning  tapers  over 
the  heads  of  the  sick  as  the  earlier  missionaries  saw.  Open  pocketbooks  are  fair 
proof  of  consecrated  hearts.  Recently,  at  one  of  our  fellowship  meetings,  quite 
a  sum  was  subscribed  to  purchase  Bibles  and  Psalm  books  to  hand  to  sach 
occasional  hearers  as  are  able  to  read  Arabic.  There  are  timid  inquirers  who 
listen  to  the  gospel  nightly  iu  some  brother's  house,  and  some  even  are  learning 
to  read.  The  leaveu  is  working.  Our  Bible  reader  does  good  work  among  all 
clashes  of  the  people ;  besides  teaching  us  Arabic,  he  has  held  412  readings, 
thereby  reaching  1,839  persons  ;  this  is  in  addition  to  his  Sabbath  work. 
In  material  thiugs  the  Lord  has  helped  us  greatly. 
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By  the  contributions  of  many  friends  tbe  missionaries'  homes  have  been  made 
quite  comfortable.  Iu  our  building  work  we  were  not  disturbed  at  all  by 
government  interference.     We  look  on  this  as  a  special  favor  from  God. 

J.  Boggs  Dodds. 

MEDICAL  REPORT. 

For  the  six  months  ending  February  28,  1895,  we  are  able  to  report  as  follows: 
Number  of  patients  seen,  over  four  hundred  and  twenty.  Number  of  visits 
made,  eighty-three.  Amount  of  cash  received  during  this  time.  2, 385. 17 J  pias- 
tres ;  received  during  the  previous  six  months,  before  securing  diploma,  1,233.- 
39 J  piastres.  The  time  from  July  Dili  to  August  23d  was  spent  in  procuring 
from  the  authorities  in  Constantinople  the  usual  diploma,  authorizing  us  to 
practice  medicine  in  Turkey.  Several  clinics  bave  been  held  with  varying  success, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  the  people  here  are  unaccustomed  to  such  a  method  and 
that  many  speak  other  languages  than  Arabio,  and  that  the  lack  of  time-pieces 
makes  it  impossible  to  gather  the  people  at  the  office  at  an  appointed  time.  Miss 
Cunningham  has  rendered  efficient  aid  in  the  work  of  this  department.  Owing 
to  ill  health  of  myself  aud  family  the  amount  of  attention  given  to  work  the 
past  month  has  been  limited,  but  we  hope  for  better  things  in  the  days  to  come. 

W.  M.  Moore. 

Report  of  Tarsus  Mission.— 1894,  1895. 

Dear  Brethren  : — The  great  amount  of  extra  work  necessitated  by  the 
government  interference  with  both  mission  affairs  aud  with  private  interests, 
falling  on  shoulders  so  unfitted  for  their  weight,  makes  it  impossible  to  prepare 
anything  but  the  briefest  report.  We  have  tried  to  keep  the  church  at  home 
duly  posted  in  the  progress  of  events,  through  the  papers  aud  periodicals.  It  is 
a  significant  fact  that  we  ourselves  have  not  seen  those  papers  which  contain  our 
articles  on  these  points,  they  having  been  seized  in  the  Turkish  post. 

There  is  little  to  report  but  a  series  of  battles.  It  has  now  become  a  fight  for 
the  existence  of  the  mission.  The  gospel  has  been  preached  without  interrup- 
tion, and  quite  a  number  have  beeu  present  to  listen  to  it.  Much  of  the  time 
the  services  were  conducted  in  both  Arabic  and  English  and  translated  into 
Turkish.  The  Lord's  Supper  was  dispensed  on  the  13th  of  January,  and  thirty- 
six  sat  down  at  the  table.  Of  these  five  communed  for  the  first  time.  They 
were  all  baptized.  Two  were  Fellaheen,  one  from  the  Greek  church,  and  one 
the  child  of  a  Protestant  father,  who  had  neglected  to  have  his  son  baptized  in 
infancy,  and  the  fifth  the  son  of  a  missionary.  Mr.  Dodds  made  a  visit  to 
Antioch  in  November,  during  the  absence  of  Dr.  Martin,  and  a  short  visit  to 
Cyprus  in  the  last  of  December.  He  is  now  there  with  his  family  and  expects 
to  make  a  stay  of  some  months,  and  go  about  amoug  the  people  with  M.  Daoud. 
As  you  know,  all  the  schools  have  been  closed  except  those  in  the  American 
domicile  in  Mersine.  The  girl's  school,  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Sterrett 
and  Miss  Jennie  Dodds,  has  had  a  prosperous  year. 

Hanna  Boulad,  in  Adana,  and  Nicola  Debbak,  in  Tarsus,  have  gone  among 
the  people  from  house  to  house,  talking  with  them  about  the  things  pertaining 
to  the  kingdom.  The  latter,  feariug  a  second  imprisonment,  was  transferred  to 
Mersine  in  the  beginning  of  the  year.  In  addition  to  the  trials  from  without, 
we  mourn  a  spirit  ot  coldness  and  indifference  and  worldliness  in  our  midst,  and 
we  entreat  you  to  join  your  prayers  to  ours  for  the  copious  outpouring  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  upon  this  field. 

Amidst  all  the  discouragements  which  have  beset  us,  we  have  many  causes  for 
thanksgiving. 

1.  The  good  health  and  spared  lives  of  all  our  number,  both  missionaries  and 
church  members.  One  of  the  young  men  of  the  congregation  had  the  misfortune 
to  lose  a  thumb  by  a  steam  saw,  but  he  is  almost  able  for  work  again. 

2.  That  notwithstanding  all  oppositions  of  Satan,  four  from  without  have 
been  added  to  the  church,  and  two,  who  had  for  a  while  forsaken  the  ordinances, 
have  been  restored  to  their  privileges. 

8.  That  in  every  case  where  violence  was  threatened  providence  visibly  inter- 
posed and  shut  the  mouths  of  the  lions. 

4.    That  God  so  inclined  the  hearts  of  the  warlike  and  independent  Circassians 
toward  us,  that  despite  the  threats  of  the  government,  their  own  co-religionists, 
they  were  ready  to  help  us  in  all  the  arduous  manual  labor  which  U*&  Vfevb. 
necessary  this  winter  to  secure  our  personal  rights. 
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Our  hope  and  prayer  is  that  the  present  disturbances  may  result  in  the  open- 
ing of  wide  doors  for  the  gospel,  especially  among  those  who  are  prevented  by 
the  temporal  power  of  Islam  from  having  access  to  the  truth. 

Finally,  we  wish  as  a  mission  and  as  individuals  to  testify  to  the  faithfulness 
of  our  Covenant  God,  who  has  in  every  emergency  visibly  taken  us  under  hit 
protecting  care,  and  also  to  the  comforting  power  of  his  holy  word  in  times  of 
distress  and  trial.  And  we  know  and  are  sure  that  he  has  heard  and  answered 
the  many  prayers  offered  up  for  us  by  our  brethren  in  our  native  land. 

Let  not  the  church  be  cast  down  by  the  seemingly  adverse  circumstances  in 
which  we  find  ourselves.  "  In  due  season  ye  shall  reap,  if  ye  faint  not."  "  We 
are  perplexed,  but  not  in  dispair  ;  persecuted,  but  not  forsaken  ;  cast  down,  bnt 
not  destroyed."  Your  loving  brother,  David  Metheny. 

Mission  Oonference. 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  meeting  in  Denver, 
Col.,  June  6, 1895  : 

The  Mission  Conference  held  in  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  church,  Denver, 
Col.,  June  6th  and  7th,  makes  the  following  recommendations  with  regard  to 
the  matters  which  come  before  it  for  consideration : 

1.  That  each  presbytery  appoint  one  of  its  members  as  a  home  mission  agent 
who  shall  be  authorized  to  obtain  all  the  data  necessary  to  enable  the  Contereuce 
to  act  intelligently  on  the  application  of  mission  stations  and  congiegations  for 
assistance,  the  reports  of  these  agents  to  be  made  in  writing. 

2.  That  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  money  needed  in  each  case  shall  be 
given  except  when,  in  the  exploration  of  a  new  field,  this  is  not  practicable. 

3.  That  with  a  view  of  encouraging  permanent  settlements,  congregations 
and  stations  be  grouped  where  this  can  be  done,  so  that  two  or  more  may  be 
under  the  care  of  one  person. 

4.  That  each  presbytery  have  a  home  mission  fund  with  which  to  cultivate 
its  own  stations  to  which  fund  each  congregation  is  expected  to  make  an  annua) 
contribution. 

5.  That  Synod  have  prepared  proper  blanks  which  shall  be  filled  up  by  the  home 
mission  agents  and  presented  by  them  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Conference. 

6.  That  in  case  there  is  not  sufficient  money  in  the  treasury  at  the  end  ot  tbe 
year  to  pay  the  amounts  appropriated  that  the  funds  be  distributed  pro  rata  on 
the  basis  of  the  appropriations. 

7.  That  the  congregations  of  Barnesville,  and  Muskingum  and  Tomica  be 
left  in  care  of  their  respective  presbyteries,  and  that  Mansfield  be  taken  under 
the  care  of  the  Central  Board,  the  list  of  congregations  under  the  care  ot  tbe 
Board  with  these  exceptions  to  remain  as  before. 

8.  That  the  call  from  Seattle  upon  Rev.  P.  J.  MoDonald,  if  accepted,  be  sup- 
plemented to  the  extent  of  $500,  this  supplement  to  decrease  $100  each  year. 

9.  That  the  call  from  Washington  upon  Rev.  W.  C.  Allen,  if  accepted,  be 
supplemented  to  the  extent  of  $200  for  tbe  first  year,  $150  for  the  second,  and 
$100  for  the  third  year,  and  that  the  supplement  then  terminate. 

10.  That  $250  be  appropriated  to  explore  and  cultivate  the  mission  field  in 
southern  California,  and  that  Rev.  J.  L.  McCartney  be  employed  to  attend  to 
this  work,  and  be  under  the  care  of  the  Central  Board. 

11.  That  $150  be  appropriated  for  mission  work  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Seattle,  and  that  Rev.  J.  M.  Armour  be  employed  in  this  work. 

12.  That  $800  be  appropriated  to  Kansas  Presbytery  ;  to  College  Springs, 
$150  ;  to  Holm  wood,  Superior  and  Beulah  as  one  field,  $450,  and  to  Tabor  $v00. 

13.  To  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia  Presbytery  $300,  of  which  $100  is 
to  aid  in  paying  expenses  of  supplies  in  St  John  and  Barnesville  congregations, 
and  $200  as  a  supplement  to  Corn wal lis  and  Hortou  congregation. 

14.  To  New  York  Presbytery  $650,  of  which  $150  is  to  aid  West  Hebron, 
and  $500  to  aid  Brooklyn. 

15.  To  Rochester  Presbytery,  $150  for  Syracuse  congregation. 

16.  To  Ohio  Presbytery,  $100  for  Muskingum  and  Tomica. 

17.  To  Pittsburgh  Presbytery,  $800,  of  which  $400  is  to  supplement  tbf 
salary  of  the  pastor  of  the  East  End  congregation,  and  $400  for  other  weak  cm- 
gregations  in  that  presbytery.  J.  W.  Sproull,  Chairman. 

W.  J.  Coleman,  Clerk 
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THE  WOMAN'S  MEETING  AT  DENVER. 


Mrs.  Pritchard  has  given  such  a  complete  report  of  the  meeting  of 
i  ladies  at  Denver  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  the  committee  ap- 
iuted  by  the  Pittsburgh  Presbyterial  to  add  much.  The  meeting 
is  delightful.  There  was  not  an  unpleasant  word  spoken,  nor  action 
ten  that  was  not  unanimous.  One  fact  will  show  its  spirit.  The 
•ge  majority  of  those  present  were  ready  for  action.  A  delegate 
>m  Iowa  Presbytery  asked  that  this  be  postponed  till  next  year  as 
me  of  the  societies  in  that  large  presbyterial  had  expressed  them- 
ves  as  not  favorable  to  the  organization  of  a  Synodical.  To  this 
ere  was  no  objection.  Although  some  of  the  members  thought  it 
>uld  have  been  better  to  have  proceeded,  yet  they  were  prepared  to 
^uiesce  in  what  was  done.  There  was  plenty  of  time  to  have  called 
;ether  the  conference  for  a  reconsideration  ;  no  request  for  this  was 
ide. 

Perhaps  the  reason  why  our  meeting  was  so  pleasant  and  harmoni- 
s,  was  because  of  our  devotional  exercises.  They  were  exceedingly 
teresting.  No  one  could  listen  to  tlie  earnest  prayers  without  feeling 
it  those  petitions  came  from  hearts  that  longed  for  close  communion 
th  the  Saviour  nor  could  any  one  listen  to  the  Bible  references 
thout  feeling  that  these  ladies  were  familiar  with  God's  word. 
Our  meeting  made  many  of  us  acquainted  with  one  another  who 
retofore  were  strangers.  I  am  sure  friendships  were  formed  that 
11  not  soon  be  forgotten.  Before  we  read  names ;  now  those  names 
>reseut  persons.  We  know  one  another  now,  we  think  of  one 
>ther.  Whatever  success  any  of  us  may  have  in  life  the  others  will 
ready  to  congratulate  us.  When  trials  come  we  can  rest  assured 
their  sympathy.  That  pleasant  meeting  of  strangers,  converted 
a  single  day  into  warm  friends,  makes  one  think  of  the  meeting  in 
iven  where  there  will  be  no  strangers  but  all  friends. 
The  next  meeting  will  be  in  Cincinnati.  The  majority  of  the 
omittee  belong  to  the  Iowa  Presbyterial.  That  will  be  no  disnd- 
ltage.  It  wa3  a  committee  from  the  Pittsburgh  Presbyterial  that 
anged  for  the  Denver  meeting.  The  conference  made  no  mistake 
the  committee  it  appointed  as  next  year  will  show. 
It  is  not  presumption  to  think  that  the  ladies  meeting  had  an  effect 
Synod.  Of  course  as  wives  we  sympathize  with  our  husbands, 
e  wife  that  does  not,  that  professes  to  be  indifferent  to  his  views 
1  feelings,  ought  not  to  have  a  good  husband.  She  is  too  selfish  to 
ike  home  happy.  Our  affection  to  our  husbands  need  not  alienate 
ladies  from  one  another  or  lessen  our  attachments  even  though 
ay  do  not  agree  in  all  matters.  Why  should  it?  Besides  it  serms 
some  of  us  that  our  Synods  are  not  fairly  represented.  Except 
tee  or  twice  there  was  nothing  objectional  in  the  proceedings  this 
«r  that  we  saw.      Members  did  differ  on  some  minor  questions  but 
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on  all  questions  relating  to  the  extension  of  Christ's  kingdom,  there 
was  no  difference  of  opinion.  One  was  as  earnest  as  another  and  the 
vote  of  the  one  was  as  cordially  given  as  the  vote  of  another. 
Possibly  the  woman's  meeting  had  an  effect;  any  way  the  Denver 
Synod  was  a  pleasant  one. 

It  may  be  the  meeting  of  the  women  had  an  effect  on  the  Synod  in 
other  ways.  Actually  a  committee  recommended  that  one  of  the 
ladies  lead  in  the  devotional  exercises.  There  did  not  appear  to  lie 
much  objection  to  this.  Certainly  it  was  a  new  departure.  When 
the  objection  was  made  that  only  members  of  the  Synod  could  lead 
in  such  exercises,  the  way  was  prepared  to  substitute  the  name  of 
another  instead  of  that  recommended  by  the  committee.  This  met 
with  the  approval  of  the  ladies.  Had  they  been  consulted,  such  pro- 
minence would  not  have  been  given  one  of  their  number. 

It  may  be  some  of  us  do  not  read  the  resolutions  with  reference  to 
women  evangelizing  and  their  entering  the  Theological  Seminary 
right,  but  it  certainly  does  seem  as  though  the  church  that  now  has 
women  deacons,  will  before  long  have  women  preachers.  It  looks 
that  way.  For  this  we  ladies  are  not  responsible  as  we  never  asked 
that  such  action  be  taken. 

Whether  or  not  our  meeting  had  any  effect  on  Synod,  it  was  to  us, 
who  were  there  very  pleasant.  If  all  was  not  accomplished  that  was 
expected,  we  feel  that  much  was  accomplished  and  the  way  is  pre- 
pared for  a  still  further  advance.  Mrs.  J.  W.  Sproull. 

I  have  read  with   interest  the  full   and  satisfactory  report  of  the 
woman's  meeting  in   Denver  as  given    by    Mrs.   Pritchard  in  Tht 
Christian  Nation.     Certainly   it   was  a  very  pleasant  gathering  and 
will  very  probably  be  productive  of  good.     The  women  showed  they 
were  capable  of  conducting  business  with  order  and  dispatch.    There 
were  no   blunders.     The  address   of    the   president  was  admirably 
well  calculated  to  prepare  the  way  for  a  synodical  society.     Iudeed  all 
the  addresses  were  of  a  high  order  and  adapted  to  accomplish  theeud 
proposed.     The  object  of  the  meeting  was, Mrs.  Morton  stated,  "not 
to  force  this  work  (a  synodical  society)  upon  you  but  to  try  to  find 
out  the  mind  of  the  Spirit."      After  consultation  and  prayer  for  the 
Spirit's  guidance,  as  all  were  not  prepared  to  proceed,  it  was  thought 
best  to  postpone  the  organization  until  a  future  time.     Such  irise 
action   showed    that   the   women   of    the    Covenanter    church    are 
capable  of  managing  their  own  afiairs. 

After  reading  carefully  the  report  and  addresses,  and  taking  time 
for  thought,  I  asked  myself  this  question  :  are  the  reasons  these 
ladies  urge  for  a  synodical  society  sufficient  to  justify  them  going 
forward  with  the  organization  ?  So  far  as  1  could  see  the  only  reason 
urged  is  this  one  fact,  other  churches  have  such  societies.  All  the  other 
advantages  mentioned  can  be  obtained  in  our  little  church  through 
the  presbyterials.  Is  this  one  reason  sufficient?  The  other  churches 
are  large,  vv8  are  small.     They  have  many  local  societies  we  have  bat 
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a  few.  A  sufficient  number  of  their  presbyteries  are  organized  to 
make  a  large  synod ical  meeting,  we  have  but  three  or  four.  They 
have  congregations  in  which  all  delegates  to  the  assembly  and  the 
society  can  be  accommodated.  We  do  not  have.  In  the  circumstances 
is  it  wise  to  organize  another  society  ?  As  far  as  I  can  see  there  is 
nothing  to  be  accomplished. 

It  is  proposed  to  hold  the  society  at  the  time  Synod  meets.  The 
result  will  be  that  only  a  few  will  be  able  to  attend.  Besides  such  a 
movemeut  will  effectually  prevent  the  members  of  Synod  being 
entertained  by  the  congregations  in  whose  bounds  it  meets.  It  is 
difficult  enough  to  entertain  now,  it  will  be  much  more  so  then.  For 
members  to  attend  Synod  will  be  quite  a  burden  and  only  those  who 
are  financially  well  fixed,  or  who  have  friends  to  take  care  of  them, 
can  do  so. 

These  ladies  have  shown  so  much  wisdom  in  all  they  have  done, 
there  is  no  danger  a  mistake  will  be  made.  Would  it  not  be  as  well 
to  postpone  a  little  longer  the  organization  until  the  church  has  time 
to  think  more  about  it?  A  Brother. 


Editorial. 


THE    MEETING    OF    SYNOD. 


Fifteen  hundred  and  twenty-eight  miles  is  the  distance  and  fifty 
hours  is  the  schedule  time  for  the  run  from  Pittsburgh  to  Denver,  via 
th«  Fort  Wayne,  the  Northwestern  and  the  Union  Pacific  lines.  Our 
train  reached  its  destination  exactly  when  due.  There  was  no  missing 
of  connections,  no  delay.  The  same  was  true  in  the  case  of  the 
brethren  who  went  by  other  routes.  It  shows  how  near  perfection  is 
the  American  railway  system. 

Although  the  delegates  and  visitors  came  from  the  extremes  of  the 
country — Nova  Scotia  in  the  east  and  California  in  the  west — there 
was  no  accident  of  any  kind.  No  call  from  home  interfered  with  the 
enjoyment  or  necessitated  a  return  earlier  than  intended. 

How  different  it  might  have  been  !  On  our  way  to  the  Synod, 
when  near  Ada,  Indiana,  where  is  a  district  of  marshy  land,  we  saw 
in  the  southwest  a  heavy  black  cloud  swiftly  approaching  us.  In  a 
few  minutes  we  were  enveloped  in  darkness.  The  cars  rocked  to  and 
fro  and  we  feared  every  moment  they  would  be  overturned.  The 
sand  found  an  entrance  and  soon  everything  was  covered  with  it.  In 
a  little  while  the  storm  passed  away.  The  train  had  to  proceed  slowly 
as  a  number  of  telegraph  poles  had  been  blown  on  the  track.  Our 
conductor  told  us  that  in  an  experience  of  twenty  years  he  had  never 
seen  such  a  storm,  and  what  saved  us  from  an  accident  was  the  fact 
that  we  were  going  towards  it.  All  felt  greatly  relieved  and  very 
thankful  when  the  danger  was  over. 

Some  of  the  friends  had  a  very  narrow  escape  on  their  return  from 
the  excursion  to  Pike's  Peak.    A  train  was  standing  on  a  track  whiclv 
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had  to  be  crossed.  When  they  were  directly  behind  it,  the  signal  was 
given  for  backing.  Before  they  were  aware  the  train  was  on  them 
and  only  by  a  great  effort  were  they  able  to  escape  being  crushed  be- 
neath the  wheels.  Such  deliverances  remind  us  of  the  dangers  to 
which  we  were  exposed  and  ought  to  increase  our  feeling  of 
gratitude  to  that  kind  providence  which  watched  over,  protected  and 
cared  for  those  who  were  away  and  those  who  remained  at  home. 

The  number  of  members  present  was  119,  76  ministers  and  43 
elders.  Only  one  elder  was  from  a  presbytery  east  of  Pittsburgh. 
The  sessions  lasted  from  June  6th,  2  p.  M.  till  June  12th,  about  11 
p.  M.  Another  day  could  have  been  spent  very  profitably  in  the  trans- 
action of  Synod's  business.  The  arrangements  for  the  excursion 
to  Pike's  Peak  prevented  this.  As  this  was  the  first  time  the 
Synod  had  met  so  far  west  as  Colorado  and  in  that  wonderful 
country  so  much  of  interest  was  to  be  seen,  the  brethren  were  justified 
in  making  arrangements  for  the  excursions.  But  in  ordinary  cases, 
all  arrangements  for  meetings,  etc.,  etc.,  should  be  made  conditionally. 
Nothing  should  be  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  fullest  consideration 
of  the  business. 

The  meeting  was  pleasant.  The  discussions,  with  one  or  two  excep- 
tions, were  conducted  with  the  best  of  feeling.  There  was  general 
acquiescence  in  the  decisions.  The  work  of  the  church  received  careful 
consideration.  There  was  manifested  a  determination  to  push  it  for- 
ward on  the  different  lines  with  greater  energy  than  ever  before. 

The  ouly  case  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Discipline  that  occa- 
sioned discussion  referred  to  Geneva  congregation.  By  a  very  small 
majority  the  Pittsburgh  Presbytery  was  sustained.  As  to  the  merits 
of  the  case,  our  readers  can  judge  for  themselves  by  referring  to  the 
reasons  of  dissent  and  answer  (Minutes,  pp.  191, 238.)  The  decision 
evidently  gave  great  satisfaction  to  the  majority  of  the  congregation, 
as  the  following  extract  from  the  Pittsburgh  Oazette  of  June  13th  will 
show : 

"  Had  a  Jubilation. — Beaver  Falls,  Pa.,  June  13th.—  (Special.) 
On  receipt  of  the  news  that  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Synod  had 
sustained  Mr.  Foster  there  was  a  jubilation  last  night  on  College  Hill, 
a  bonfire,  cannon  crackers  and  skyrockets  were  included  in  it.  It  is 
quite  probable  two  congregations  will  result." 

A  brother  in  the  ministry  has  sent  us  a  communication  respecting 
this  jubilation,  but  which  we  think  it  is  better  not  to  publish.  It 
would  not  do  any  good.  A  decided  change  of  opinion  throughout  the 
church  has  taken  place  with  reference  to  the  motives  actuating  those 
members  of  Pittsburgh  Presbytery  who  have  seemed  to  be  unfavor- 
able to  the  pastor.  Not  personal  considerations,  it  is  now  admitted, 
but  a  profound  conviction  of  the  importance  of  the  principles  involved 
prompted  them  in  their  course.  When  the  feeling  occasioned  by  the 
consideration  of  the  concrete  case  has  passed  away,  the  principles 
involved  can  be  discussed,  and  if  a  mistake  has  been  made,  it  can  then 
be  rectified. 
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Synod's  decision  with  reference  to  members  uniting  with  associations 
here  human  compositions  are  used  in  worship  will  give  general  satis- 
iction.  By  its  commendation  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U.,  (p.  189),  in  whose 
evotional  exercises  hymns  are  almost  exclusively  used,  and  ot  the 
Fational  Christian  Association,  p.  165  of  which  the  same  is  true  to  a  large 
stent,  it  could  not  consistently  take  any  other  action.  To  have 
tempted  to  make  a  distinction  against  the  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.  would 
ave  precipitated  a  discussion  that  would  have  very  likely  done  harm. 
.11  that  is  asked  is,  for  the  establishment  of  one  uniform  rule  appli- 
ible  in  all  cases.  If  Synod  thinks  our  members  should  stay  away 
om  all  such  associations  because  of  the  importance  of  the  question 
f  psalmody,  there  are  those  who  will  respect  its  decision  even  although 
ley  do  not  approve  of  it,  but  an  attempt  to  single  out  one  association 
o  more  dangerous  than  the  others,  will  meet  with  the  mcst  deter- 
lined  opposition  and  if  successful  will  not  likely  be  much  regarded. 

We  are  confronted  again  with  the  fact  that  during  the  past  year 
>ere  has  been  a  decrease  in  our  membership — 111.  The  decrease 
jported  .  the  previous  year  was  87.  This  is  a  matter  of  the  utmost 
nportance  and  should  receive  the  most  careful  consideration.  In  our 
ext  issue  we  shall  refer  to  it. 


Pittsburgh  Presbytery  met  in  East  End  church  on  August 
th,  to  dissolve  the  relation  between  the  congregation  and  Dr.  H.  H. 
eorge,  who  had  accepted  the  appointment  of  the  executive  committee  of 
le  National  Reform  Association  to  have  general  supervision  of  the 
ork.  As  the  congregation  acquiesced  in  the  request  of  the  pastor, 
lere  was  nothing  for  presbytery  to  do  but  comply.  Rev.  J.  R. 
fylie,  the  presbyterial  agent,  was  appointed  to  preach  on  the  follow- 
g  Sabbath,  declare  the  pulpit  vacant  and  visit  the  congregation* 
here  is  no  good  reason  why  our  East  End  friends  should  be  dis- 
uraged.  The  debt  they  have  to  carry  is  large,  but,  wisely  managed, 
will  soon  be  paid.  The  church  does  not  as  yet  fully  understand 
e  circumstances  of  that  congregation.  We  feel  sure  when  it  does  an 
raest  appeal  for  help  will  meet  with  a  prompt  response.  There  is 
>t  to-day  a  better  field  in  our  church  in  this  country  than  East  End, 
ttsburgh.  If  the  right  man  be  selected  stated  supply  or  pastor  and 
e  members  give  him  a  hearty  support,  that  will  be,  before  long,  one 
our  strong  congregations.  The  committee  on  supplies  is  authorized 
arrange  for  a  communion,  the  moderation  of  a  call  and  the  appoint* 
»nt  of  a  stated  supply,  if  requested  by  the  session.  Pittsburgh 
•esbytery  will  do  all  it  can  for  the  East  End  congregation. 


The  Central  Board  has  prepared  queries  for  presbyterial  agents. 
lese  can  be  had  by  applying  to  Rev.  \V.  J.  Coleman,  corresponding 
sretary.  Will  not  each  presbytery  at  its  fall  meeting  carry  out  the 
commendations  of  the  mission  conference  as  adopted  by  Synod  ? 
presbyterial  agent  should  be  appointed,  arrangements  made  for 
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visitation  of  all  vacancies,  and  a  presbyterial  fund  established  for  the 
assisting  of  weak  congregations,  where  there  is  not  one  already. 

This  should  not  be  neglected.  Pittsburgh  Presbytery  has  commenced 
to  attend  to  it  and  none  too  soon.  Oil  City  mission  has  been 
visited.  The  church  building  was  sold  sometime  ago  and  the  church 
realizes  nothing  from  it.  There  remains  but  oue  Covenanter  there. 
Salem  congregation  has  also  been  visited.  There  are  two  branches— 
Bellevue  with  12  members  and  the  other,  Bethel,  13.  It  is  a  year 
since  supplies  were  sent  there  by  presbytery.  The  people  are  much 
discouraged.  Some  attend  the  United  Presbyterian  church  and  sup- 
port the  ordinances  with  their  contributions.  The  visitation  did  good. 
There  will  be  preaching  in  September  and  the  Lord's  Supper  dispensed 
in  October.  It  is  not  at  all  unlikely  there  may  be  some  accessions. 
These  small  congregations  should  be  looked  after  at  once.  The  plan 
adopted  at  last  Synod  is  a  good  one  and  should  receive  a  fair  trial 


The  question  is  frequently  asked,  What  is  the  duty  of  those  mem- 
bers of  the  church  who  belong  to  congregations  that  are  now  weak 
and  in  all  probability  will  soon  become  extinct?  Different  answers 
will  perhaps  be  given  to  the  question.  In  our  opinion,  if  they  love 
the  church  and  believe  in  her  principles,  they  should  get  as  much 
preaching  of  their  own  as  they  can.  They  should  endeavor  in  tbe 
meantime  to  dispose  of  their  property  and  move  into  the  bounds  of  a 
stronger  congregation.  In  case  they  can  get  but  very  little  of  their 
own  preaching,  they  should  connect  with  some  other  congregation, 
even  though  they  be  able  to  attend  only  on  communion  seasons, 
Living  isolated,  connected  with  a  skeleton  organization  in  which  is 
scarcely  a  spark  of  life,  but  very  seldom  receiving  preaching,  sur- 
rounded by  Christian  brethren  of  other  denominations  who  have  the 
ordinances  regularly  administered,  the  most  earnest  Covenauter  will 
sooner  or  later  become  discouraged,  see  only  the  dark  side  of  things 
and  lose  his  interest  in  the  church.  It  will  be  remarkable,  indeed,  if 
his  family  be  not  lost  to  us  entirely  ;  it  will  not  be  strange  if  they 
become  altogether  indifferent  to  the  claims  of  religion.  If  such  per- 
sons connect  with  a  congregation  full  of  life  and  with  their  older 
children  be  present  twice  a  year  at  communion  seasons,  the  probability 
is  their  attachment  to  the  church  and  interest  in  her  work  will  con- 
tinue. The  best  plan,  however,  is  to  sell  out  as  soon  as  possible 
go  where  the  ordinances  are  dispensed  regularly. 


Rev.  H.  H.  George,  D.  D.,  will  give  in  the  future  his  whole  time 
to  National  Reform  work.  It  is  intended  to  have  county  and  State 
auxiliary  societies  organized  throughout  the  entire  country  as  soon 
as  possible.  There  never  was  a  time  in  the  history  of  this  land  when 
the  obligation  to  present  the  claims  of  Jesus  Christ  as  the  nations 
Saviour  and  King  was  more  necessary  than  now. 
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Sixteen  hundred  dollars  were  spent  by  the  3d  Philadelphia  con- 
gregation in  church  repairs.  The  inside  of  the  building  was  entirely 
overhauled  and  now  presents  a  very  neat  appearance.  The  congre- 
gation is  in  good  condition.  During  the  troubles  of  1891,  not  one  of 
the  members  left.  Out  of  a  membership  of  155, 139  gathered  around 
the  communion  table  last  spring.  That  was  the  one  hundred  and 
thirty-sixth  communion  season  enjoyed  by  elder  Robert  Forsythe, 
me  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  congregation. 


Our  brethren  of  the  General  Synod  are  erecting  a  college  building 
it  Oedarville,  Ohio.  They  have  fifteen  acres  of  land  in  a  most 
beautiful  location.  Enough  money  has  been  raised  to  pay  for  the 
buildings.  There  is  an  endowment  of  about  $30,000.  Last  year 
there  were  three  instructors  and  thirty-five  scholars.  The  prospects 
this  year  for  an  increased  number  of  pupils  is  good.  Cedarville  is  a 
very  pretty  village.  It  will  likely  be  soon  connected  by  electric  street 
car  lines  with  Dayton  and  Springfield.  Land  is  reasonable.  Those  of 
our  members  thinking  of  changing  their  place  of  residence  would  do 
well  to  visit  Cedarville  before  locating.  The  congregation  of  our 
people  though  small  is  united.  Rev.  T.  C.  Sproull  the  pastor  has  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  all  the  members.  Mr.  D.  S.  Ervin  will 
gladly  give  additional  information. 


During  the  past  winter  new  heaters  were  put  into  the  Central  Alle- 
gheny church,  the  lower  rooms  were  carpeted  in  the  new  and  otherwise 
improved.  Since  then  the  front  of  the  building  has  been  painted.  The 
congregation  has  decided  to  put  in  new  lights,  new  carpet  and 
cushions,  to  fresco  the  audience  room,  paint  the  inside  and  make  a  few 
other  changes. 

A  reporter  of  the  Pittsburgh  Post  prefaced  a  synopsis  of  the 
sermon  he  had  prepared  for  his  paper  with  this  statement : 

An  interesting  sermon  was  preached  yesterday  afternoon  by  Rev. 
J.  \V.  Sproull,  of  the  Central  Reformed  Presbyterian  church,  Alle- 
gheny, who  developed  the  theory  that  much  of  the  evil  uuder  which 
the  nation  suffers  is  due  to  its  refusal  to  exercise  a  proper  submission 
to  Christ  The  audience  evinced  much  interest  in  what  was  said.  The 
entire  service  was  appropriate  to  the  topic,  and  in  particular  one  of  the 
psalms  which  were  sung  could  not  have  been  more  apt  if  it  had  been 
made  to  order.     A  verse  of  it  says : 

Now,  therefore,  king,  be  wise,  be  taught, 
Ye  judges  of  the  earth  ; 
Serve  God  in  fear,  and  see  that  ye 
•  Join  trembling  with  your  mirth. 
Kiss  ye  the  Son,  lest  in  His  ire, 
Ye  perish  from  the  way  ; 
If  once  His  wrath  begin  to  burn, 
Blest  all  that  on  Him  stay. 
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The  psalms  selected  for  singing  and  Scripture  lessons  rtad  have 
much  to  do  with  the  impression  made.  These  should  never  be  taken 
at  random. 

Morning  Sun  congregation  is  making  very  extensive  repairs  on  its 
church  building.  The  audience  room  will  be  entirely  new :  new  walls, 
new  windows,  stained  glass,  new  carpets,  new  pews  (circular),  and  new 
pulpit  furniture.  It  will  not  be  ready  for  occupancy  before  the  mid- 
dle of  September.  The  Presbyterians  kindly  gave  the  use  of  their 
church  building  to  the  congregation. 

♦ 

The  Bloomington  Daily  Teleplione  of  May  17th  contains  an  account 
of  a  "  good-by  reception  "  given  to  Rev.  M.  A.  Gault  and  wife.  "  The 
church  was  beautifully  decorated  for  the  occasion  and  all  united  in 
wishing  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gault  success  in  their  new  field  of  labor.'7 


The  Belfast  Morning  Whig  of  May  29th  contains  a  full  account 
of  the  funeral  of  Professor  J.  A.  Chancellor,  D.  D.,  who  passed  peace- 
fully away  at  his  home  on  May  26,  1895.  Much  respect  was  shown 
to  his  memory.  By  the  death  of  Professor  Chancellor  the  church  has 
lost  an  able  and  devoted  minister.  He  was  well  kuown  and  highly 
esteemed  by  the  brethren  in  this  country. 


The  first  Sabbath  of  September  is  the  day  appointed  by  Synod  for 
the  Domestic  Mission  collection,  and  $6,000  the  amount  recommended 
to  be  raised.     This  collection  should  be  taken  up  soon.     The  entire 
amount  should  be  raised.     By  reference  to  the  Minutes,  p.  196,  (f),\i 
will  be  seen  that  the  amount  to  be  distributed  will  depend  on  the 
amount  contributed.     The  whole  church  ought  to  be  interested  in  the 
Domestic  Mission  ;  as  never  before  our  prosperity  as  a  church  depends 
on  it.     To  a  large  extent  the  Central  Board  is  now  not  responsible 
for  the  cultivation  of  the  home  mission  field.    Presbyteries  are.    The 
conference  makes  recommendations,  Synod  acts  on  them ;    nearly  all 
the  Central  Board  has  to  do  is  to  order  its  treasurer  to  pay  what  was 
recommended  to  the  proper  parties  so  far  as  the  funds  on  hand  will 
allow.     The  amount  of  money  recommended  to  be  raised  for  this 
mission  has  not  been  guessed  at.     Only  after  careful  consideration  was 
it  fixed.     Every  dollar  is  needed.     One  presbytery  is  as  much  inter- 
ested as  another.     Cannot  the  entire  $6,000  be  raised  ?    Will  not  the 
church  do  it?     Will  not  each  congregation  do  its  full  share? 


There  is  to-day  no  mission  field  more  iuviting  than  China.  A  year 
ago  it  seemed  as  though  the  existing  order  could  not  be  changed.  The 
war  with  Japan  opened  the  eyes  of  the  people  to  a  realization  of  their 
inability  to  cope  with  other  nations  and  the  insufficiency  of  their 
civilization.  The  very  foundations  of  society  are  being  overturned. 
Now  is  the  time  for  Christian  people  to  endeavor  to  permeate  that 


1895.J  Editorial  287 

land  with  the  spirit  of  Christianity.  The  church  should  make  a 
special  effort  to  send  earnest  and  devoted  missionaries,  men  and  women, 
to  that  country.  We  are  thankful  that  our  Foreign  Board  has  decided 
to  appoint  two  of  our  young  men,  Messrs.  E'mer  McBurney  and  A.  I. 
Robb,  to  go  to  China.  It  seems  a  pity  to  take  from  Bovina  congre- 
gation a  pastor,  who  has  greatly  endeared  himself  to  the  members  and 
is  successful  in  his  work,  and  especially  as  that  congregation  has  been 
sorely  tried  of  late  years.  The  brethren  there  will  have  the  deep 
sympathy  of  the  church  in  the  loss  they  sustain.  We  feel  sure,  how- 
ever, when  they  consider  the  large  field  to  which  their  pastor  is  called, 
now  almost  entirely  neglected,  and  the  door  so  providentially  opened, 
they  will  acquiesce  in  the  action  of  the  Board.  Prayer  should  be  un- 
ceasingly offered  up  by  the  church  for  these  young  men  and 
for  this  mission,  and  when  the  appeal  is  made  for  contributions,  there 
should  be  such  a  liberal  response  that  the  Board  and  the  missionaries 
will  understand  they  have  the  confidence  and  the  support  of  the  entire 
church. 

Rev.  D.  C.  Martin  assisted  on  the  last  Sabbath  of  June  at  the 
communion  in  Faith  Chapel,  Spring  Garden  borough,  an  appreciative 
account  of  which  he  published  in  The  Dissenter.  His  wife  was  pres- 
ent on  Sabbath.  The  friends  of  the  mission  were  much  encouraged 
by  their  kind  words  and  also,  as  the  following  note  will  show,  by  the 
substantial  assistance  rendered  : 

"  Etna,  Pa.,  July  28,  1895. 
"  Dear  Dr.  Sproull:  We  are  glad  to  see  you  and  your  congrega- 
tion pushing  out  along  the  line  of  city  mission  work.  We  believe  the 
Lord  has  blessed  your  efforts  in  Spring  Garden.  Our  prayer  is  that 
you  may  be  greatly  favored  of  him  at  Fountain  street.  Please  find 
euclosed  $50,  the  contribution  of  Rev.  D.  C.  and  Mrs.  L.  M.  Martin, 
to  be  equally  divided  between  the  two  mission*. 

"  Yours,  &c,  Mrs.  L.  M.  Martin." 

The  average  attendance  in  the  Sabbath  School  at  Faith  Chapel  dur- 
ing July  was  211,  and  average  contributions  §4.91.  As  soon  as  the 
balauce  of  debt  is  paid  the  chapel  will  be  enlarged  and  put  in  first- 
class  condition.  Mr.  T.  S.  Trumbull  is  superintendent  of  the  Sabbath 
School  and  Mr.  C.  M.  Smith  has  charge  of  the  mission. 

The  new  mission  on  Compromise  street,  Allegheny,  has  Sabbath 
School  every  Sabbath  at  4.15  P.  M.,  and  preaching  at  7.30.  The 
building  has  been  remodeled.  J.  W.  S. 


»  ♦  « 


Board  of  Church  Erection,  at  first  meeting  after  Synod,  instructed 
the  treasurer  to  pay  §1,000  and  to  execute  loan  of  another  $1,000  to 
Seattle.  The  money  reached  them,  lifting  their  burdens  and  making 
glad  their  hearts.  The  treasurer  was  also  directed  to  pay  $1,000  to 
Topeka,  which  opened  the  way  for  continuing  their  work.  The 
Board  also  appropriated  $250  to  Kansas  City,  to  be  paid  when  tl\\s> 
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amount,  with  funds  collected,  shall  enable  them  to  lift  mortgage,  due 
November  1,  1895.  Also,  the  Board  appropriated  $187  to  Denver 
to  enable  them  to  refund  $1,000  of  their  debt  at  lower  rate  of  interest 
(6  instead  of  8  per  cent.)  F.  M.  Fcjster,  Secretary. 


m  m*m  » 


Missionary    Ttems. 

Dr.  W.  M.  Moore,  ot  Suadia,  has  been  quite  ill  with  fever,  but 
seems  to  be  improving  since  going  to  Kessab.  He  and  his  wife  rejoice 
in  the  arrival  of  a  dear  little  daughter.     They  call  her  Jessie  Kate. 

Mr.  James.  S.  Stewart  and  family  took  a  flying  trip  to  Damascus 
and  returned  home,  after  an  absence  of  twenty  days,  much  improved 
in  health  and  spirits.  They  found  our  old  friends  Mrs.  McCarroll 
Crawford  and  Miss  Sara  Lynd  in  good  health  and  enjoying  their  work 
among  the  Christian  Greeks  and  the  Jews.  Miss  Lynd  has  a  splendid 
school  among  the  little  Jewish  girls.  Mr.  Crawford  has  charge  of  a 
boys'  school  besides  his  preaching  and  outside  work.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Crawford,  with  their  two  little  children,  expect  to  visit  America  next 
summer. 

Dr.  Balph  and  Miss  Willia  Dodds  left  Latakiyeh  the  fifteenth  of 
May  for  the  home  land.  Just  before  leaving  there  was  a  farewell 
meeting  held  at  the  house  of  Rev.  J.  S.  Stewart.  The  entertainment 
was  held  in  the  lower  story,  the  schoolrooms  being  more  open  and 
spacious  than  the  private  rooms  above.  The  walls  were  hung  with 
pictures  and  long  flag-like  draperies  in  the  American  colors.  The 
doorways  were  decorated  with  tall  palm  leaves  and  tied  back  with 
the  colors,  red,  white  and  blue.  The  windows  were  filled  with  plants. 
Numeious  tables  were  crowned  with  cabinet  photos  in  frames,  grow- 
ing ferns  and  lovely  bouquets;  and  the  floors  were  covered  with  carpets 
and  rugs.  The  whole  congregation  gathered  in  to  bid  their  esteemed 
friend  and  doctor  a  happy  "  God  speed."  Music,  singing  and  games 
were  followed  by  a  "treat"  of  Arabic  sweets  and  nuts,  and  then 
"speeches"  were  made  by  the  oldest  teachers  and  licentiates.  The 
evening's  enjoyments  were  closed  by  prayer,  and  then  all  returned 
home  after  abundant  expression  of  their  appreciation  of  the  evening's 
enjoyment.  Such  gatherings  in  the  midst  of  heavy  labor  do  much 
towards  refreshing  and  encouraging  all  concerned  and  they  bring  us 
all  together  in  the  social  bond. 

The  American  consul  from  Beirut  is  expected  to  visit  Latakiyeh 
sometime  soon.  We  look  for  him  on  "The  Marblehead,"  and  we 
hope  much  good  may  result  from  his  visit.  There  are  some  wild 
reports  of  quarantine  again,  but  nothing  is  known  for  certain. 

There  are  34  boys  in  the  boarding  school  for  boys  and  54  girls  in 
the  school  for  girls.   There  are  also  from  80  to  100  day  school  scholars 
in  both  the  boys'  and  girls'  schools.     The  Sabbath  School  consists  of 
about  200  scholars. 
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Mr.  McIsaac  has  not  come  north  this  summer.  He  prefers  to 
nain  at  Selma  and  do  mission  work,  A  summer  school  has  been 
ened  with  a  morning  session  from  8.30  to  12  m.  Mr.  Kingston  has 
sovered  from  his  attack  of  sickness  and  is  able  now  to  preach  as 
ual.  At  the  spring  communion,  four  of  those  who  united  with  the 
urch  were  from  the  school. 


Rev.  R.  J.  Dodds  is  in  Cyprus.  He  wrote  April  11th  from 
irnaca,  to  a  young  friend  :  "  It  is  three  weeks  since  we  left  Mersine 
(1  it  seems  but  a  day  or  two.  To  be  out  of  the  sultan's  dominion 
vesone  a  feeling  of  inexpressible  relief!  You  would  think  they 
e.,  the  people  of  this  island)  would  be  very  grateful  to  England 
r  delivering  them  like  a  roe  from  the  hand  of  the  hunter,  but  they 
•pear  to  be  without  any  feeling  of  thankfulness.  Within  the  past 
w  days  a  procession  formed  at  the  St.  Lazarus  church  here  and 
arched  to  the  commissioner's  house,  carrying  the  Greek  flag,  and 
ying,  'Long  live  Greece,  long  live  Greece.'  There  are  several 
reek  churches  in  this  town,  but  that  of  St.  Lazarus  is  where  the 
:hest  and  most  influential  people  worship.  It  is  indebted  to  the 
azarus  whom  our  Lord  raised  from  the  dead  for  its  name.  They 
lim  that  he  came  here  with  Mary  Magdalene,  and  died  in  Larnaca 
e  second  time  he  died.  They  have  his  coffin  here  in  the  St.  Lazarus 
urch  !  The  festival  of  St.  Lazarus  is  observed  the  Saturday  pre- 
ding  '  Palm  Sunday."  The  church  is  decorated  with  flowers  and 
fetiches  of  trees.  At  the  church  a  procession  forms  to  go  around  the 
wn  acting  the  death  and  resurrection  of  Lazarus.  Another  perform- 
ice,  which  is  also  enacted  in  Mersine,  is  the  burning  of  Judas  Iscariot. 
his  takes  place  here  in  the  court  of  the  St.  Lazarus  church.  Judas 
represented  by  a  life-size  effigy,  filled  with  powder  and  inflammable 
aterial.  The  effigy  is  hung  up  and  shot  at  with  guns  as  it  hangs 
itil  it  is  blown  up  by  the  powder  secreted  within  it.  It  is  then 
irned  to  ashes.  This  takes  place  on  Easter. 
Last  week  we  were  at  a  village  called  Kalokhario. 


Bible    Lessons. 

THIRD    QUARTER,    1895. 

LESSON   VII.— August  18. 

THE  NEW  HOME  IN  CAN  A  AN. -Dent.  6:  3-15. 

Golden  Text. —  Thou  shall  bless  the  Lord  thy  God  for  the  good 
xd  which  he  hath  given  thee. — Deut.  8  :  10. 

Deuteronomy,  meaning  the  second  law,  consists  chiefly  of  the  dis- 
iirses  of  Moses  delivered  at  the  close  of  the  fortieth  year  of  thp 
inderings.  Much  of  what  is  contained  in  it  is  recorded  elsewhere. 
Nations  need  to  be  taught  the  law  of  the  Lord  as  well  as  individu- 
i.  They  have  a  personality  of  their  own.  Happiness  and  pros- 
rity  depend  on  obedience. 

22 
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It  is  not  God,  a  name  for  that  one  wiio  is  recognized  by  all  peoples 
as  supreme,  that  is  to  be  loved  and  served,  but  the  God  of  revelation. 
Not  a  vague  recognition  of  his  authority  is  required,  but  one  so  clear 
and  explicit  that  there  will  be  no  doubt  who  is  meant. 

While  it  is  the  duty  of  parents  to  see  that  their  children  are  made 
acquainted  with  God's  word,  and  the  church  to  give  special  instruction 
with  reference  to  preparation  for  the  future,  the  State  cannot  with 
safety  regard  with  indifference  the  moral  education  of  the  young.  The 
exclusion  of  the  Bible  from  our  public  schools  is  a  great  calamity. 
God  will  manifest,  because  of  it,  in  some  way,  his  displeasure. 

Seasons  of  prosperity  are  especially  calculated  to  bring  to  light  tie 
character  of  our  profession  of  trust  in  God.  It  was  when  Jeshurun 
waxed  fat  that  he  kicked.  Israel  almost  invariably  forgot  God  when 
all  went  well. 

The  children  of  Israel  never  appreciated  pro|>erly  the  e^reat  advan- 
tage of  sustaining  a  covenant  relation  to  God.  It  is  almost  inconceiv- 
able that  God  is  willing  to  enter  into  covenant  with  us.  How  careful 
we  should  be  to  keep  our  engagements ! 

Gross  idolatry  is  not  a  temptation  to  an  enlightened  people.  It  is 
not  idols,  the  work  of  men's  hands,  that  such  are  likely  to  worship. 
To-day  the  god  of  this  world  is  mammon.  Millions  worship  at  its 
shrine.     The  church  is  too  much  under  the  same  influence. 

God  is  slow  to  anger  ;  but  all  who  forget  him  will  be  made  to  real- 
ize they  cannot  do  so  with  impunity.     He  is  a  jealous  God. 

Psalms  105 :  40-45 ;  78 :  5-8  ;  63 :  7-11. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  55.      What  is  forbidden  in  the  third  commandment  ? 
Ans.    •The  third  commandment  forbiddeth  all  profaning  or  abusing 
of  any  thing  whereby  God  maketh  himself  known. 


LESSON    VIM.— August    25. 

CROSSING  THE  JORDAN. -Joshna  3:  5-17. 

Golden  Text. —  When  thou  passest  through  the  vxtlei^s  I  will  h< 
with  thee. — Isaiah  43  .  2. 

The  book  of  Jjshna  is  so  called  because  of  the  place  he  occupies 
in  it. 

In  order  to  communion  with  God,  holiness  is  the  one  essential. 
External  rites  are  a  means  to  obtain  holiness.  Careful  atteution 
to  these  is  a  good  evidence  that  we  desire  it. 

The  ark  was  the  symbol  of  Jehovah's  presence.  We  have  the 
completed  revelation  and  live  in  the  dispensation  of  the  Spirit  and  so 
are  far  more  highly  favored  than  was  Israel.  No  one  so  favored  need 
ever  be  in  doubt  as  to  what  is  duty. 

God  chooses  his  own  leaders  and  in  his  own  time  and  way  puts  upon 
them  his  n>ark.  The  church  as  well  as  the  nation  has  suffered  much 
from  those  wtio  are  ambitious  to  lead,  but  who  are  not  actuated  bj 
the  only  worthy  motive,  a  desire  to  glorify  God,  and  so  are  not  called 
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Where  there  is  unbounded  faith  in  the  promises  of  God,  miracles  are 
not  needed  to  prepare  for  conflict  and  trial.  The  separating  of  the 
Jordan  waters  was  necessary  in  the  days  of  Joshua.  We  have  advanced 
too  far  to  need  such  helps. 

The  history  of  the  church  since  the  days  of  the  Saviour's  ascension 
is  a  series  of  greater  miracles  than  any  recorded  in  the  Bible.  The 
blind  cannot  see. 

PSALMS  114:  1-8;  118:  26-29;  135:  10-14. 

SHORTER   CATECHISM. 

Ques.  56.      What  is  the  reason  annexed  to  the  third  commandment  ? 

Ans.  The  reason  annexed  to  the  third  commandment  is,  That 
however  the  breakers  of  this  commandment  may  escape  punishment 
from  men,  yet  the  Lord  our  God  will  not  suffer  them  to  escape  his 

righteous  judgment. 

•«•" 

LESSON    IX.— September  1.  « 

THE  FALL  OF  JEBI CHO- Joslma  6:  8-20. 

Golden  Text. — By  faith  the  walls  of  Jericho  fell  down,  after  they 
ivere  compassed  about  seven  days. — Hebrews  11 :  60. 

The  command  of  God  with  reference  to  Jericho  is  illustrative  of 
his  way  of  doing.  Obedience,  implicit  obedience,  though  to  us  obedi- 
ence may  seem  most  absurd,  is  what  is  demanded.  Nothing  else 
'will  do. 

At  times  nothing  is  more  difficult  than  waiting.  If  we  are  actively 
engaged,  exerting  every  energy,  we  can  maintain  our  position,  even 
though  opposition  is  powerful.  But  just  to  wait!  that  is  what  tries. 
-And  yet  waiting  is  indispensable  at  times.     God  knows  best. 

God  protected  Rahab.  How  comforting  the  thought  that  he 
watches  over  and  cares  for  each  one  of  his  children  as  though  there 
was  only  the  one  on   earth.     No  evil  can  happen  to  a  child  of  God. 

When  God  forgives,  he  puts  away  all  remembrance  of  the  past.  He 
receives  as  though  there  had  been  no  sin.  It  was  Rahab  the  harlot 
and  her  house  that  were  saved.  Her  faith  was  strikingly  manifested 
in  her  conduct. 

To  profit  by  taking  for  our  own  use  what  God  has  put  under  ban 
is  to  act  unwisely.  Those  who  get  gain  from  the  liquor  business  will 
have  a  sad  account  to  render.  Indeed,  any  who  get  rich  by  with- 
holding from  God  will  find  their  gains  a  source  of  sorrow.  The 
treasury  of  the  Lord  must  not  be  forgotten. 

The  falling  of  the  walls  of  Jericho  as  the  result  of  the  blowing 
with  the  trumpets  and  the  shouting  of  the  people  is  nothing  in  com- 
parison with  the  conversion  of  a  soul  as  the  result  of  the  faithful 
preaching  of  God's  word. 

Psalms  20 :  6-9 ;  21  :  5-7 ;  33  :  13-18. 

SHORTER  catechism. 

Ques.  57.      Which  is  the  fourth  commandment? 

Ans.     The  fourth  commandment  is,  Remember  the  Sabbath  day,  to 
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keep  it  holy.  Six  days  shalt  thou  labor,  and  do  all  thy  work :  but 
the  seventh  day  is  the  Sabbath  of  the  Lord  thy  God  :  in  it  thou  shalt 
not  do  any  work,  thou,  nor  thy  son,  nor  thy  daughter,  thy  man-servant, 
nor  thy  maid-servant,  nor  thy  cattle,  nor  thy  stranger  that  is  within 
thy  gates :  for  in  six  days  the  Lord  made  heaven  and  earth,  the  tea, 
and  all  that  m  them  is,  and  rested  the  seventh  day  :  wherefore  the 
Lord  blessed  the  Sabbath  day  and  hallowed  it. 


LESSON  X.— September  8. 

CALEB'S  REWAED.-Joshua  14 :  5-14. 

Golden  Text. — He  wholly  followed  the  Lord  God  of  Israel— 
Joshua  14 :  14. 

Caleb  was  a  descendant  of  Esau,  through  Kenaz.  He  was  a  man  of 
true  nobility,  an  Israelite  indeed.  He  was  courageous,  honest,  sincere, 
and  had  unbounded  faith  in  God.  Coming  from  the  lips  of  many  a 
one,  verses  7  and  8  would  be  offensive  boasting;  but  from  his  they 
show  the  genuine  simplicity  of  the  man.  Such  a  character  always 
inspires  respect  and  confidence. 

The  promise  made  by  Moses  to  Caleb  forty-five  years  before  had  not 
been  fulfilled.  Was  he  guilty  of  neglect?  Did  his  modesty  keep  hiui 
from  asserting  his  claim?  There  is  no  encouragement  given  in  his 
conduct  for  delay  in  attending  to  matters  of  business  at  the  right  time. 
Two  principles  should  be  religiously  followed  in  every  day  life.  The 
forms  of  law  should  always  be  observed  in  the  transaction  of  business, 
and  they  should  be  attended  to  without  any  delay.  Life  is  uncertaiu; 
conditions  are  constantly  changing. 

What  courage  genuine  faith  in  God  begets!  There  are  giants  in 
the  world  to-day  and  "  cities  great  and  fenced  " — enemies  numerous 
and  powerful,  within  and  without.  Of  ourselves  we  can  do  nothing. 
He  who  realizes  that  he  is  on  the  side  of  God  is  absolutely  certain  of 
victory.     "  The  Lord  with  him  "  what  cannot  he  do  ? 

There  is  no  greater  mistake  than  to  imagine  "following  the  Lord 
wholly  "  interferes  with  success  in  this  world.  Godliness  is  profitable 
for  the  present  life  as  well  as  the  future.  The  good  man  is  the  one 
who  can  courageously  meet  difficulties,  bear  up  cheerfully  under  trials, 
resignedly  accept  reverses  and  joyously  make  sacrifices. 

A  well-spent  youth  prepares  the  way  for  a  happy  old  age.  The 
life  spent  in  God's  service  will  be  comparatively  free  from  regrets 
when  contemplated  from  the  standpoint  of  death. 

Psalms  18:  31-36;  18:  28-32;  92:  13-15. 

SHORTER   CATECHISM. 

Ques.  58.      What  is  required  in  the  fourth  commandment? 

Ana,  The  fourth  commandment  requireth  the  keeping  holy  to 
God  such  set  times  as  he  hath  appointed  in  his  word  ;  expressly  one 
whole  day  in  seven,  to  be  a  holy  Sabbath  to  himself. 
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LESSON]  XI.— September  15. 

THE  CITIS8  OF  KEFUGE.— Joshua  20 :  1-9. 

Golden  Text. —  Who  have  fled  for  refuge  to  lay  hold  upon  the 
hope  set  bejore  us. — Hebrews  6:18. 

Life  is  regarded  in  the  word  of  God  as  very  sacred.  The  murderer 
was  an  outlaw  in  Israel.  The  cities  of  refuge  were  intended  to  pre- 
vent the  shedding  of  innocent  blood.  In  the  condition  of  society  at 
that  time  they  were  a  necessity.  The  cities  were  selected  with  a  view 
to  accessibility  from  all  parts  of  the  land. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  person  who  killed  another  unintention- 
ally afterwards  suffered  great  inconvenience,  even  though  finding 
shelter  in  a  city  of  refuge.  Such  loss  of  life  is  often  the  result  of 
carelessness.  Every  proper  precaution  must  be  had  against  taking 
away  the  life  of  another. 

These  cities  of  refuge  were  no  protection  to  a  murderer.  They 
secured  him  a  fair  trial.  Lawlessness  is  altogether  opposed  to  the 
teachings  of  Scripture.  The  numerous  lynchings  of  the  colored  peo- 
ple in  the  south  illustrates  what  invariably  happens  when  the  forms 
of  law  are  disregarded. 

The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  our  city  of  refuge.  He  is  accessible  to 
all.  In  him  we  are  absolutely  safe.  Just  as  we  depart  from  him  are 
we  in  danger. 

Psalms  46:  13;  86:11-13;  89:13,14. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  59.  Which  day  of  the  seven  hath  God  appointed  to  be  the 
weekly  Sabbath  t 

Ans.  From  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  the  resurrection  of 
Christ,  God  appointed  the  seventh  day  of  the  week  to  be  the  weekly 
Sabbath ;  and  the  first  day  of  the  week  ever  since,  to  continue  to  the 
end  of  the  world,  which  is  the  Christian  Sabbath. 


LESSON     XII.— September  22. 

JOSHUA  RENEWING  THE  COVENANT. -Joshua  24:  14-25. 

Golden  Text. — 1  he  Lord  our  God  will  we  serve,  and  his  voice 
will  we  obey. — Joshua  24 :  24. 

The  parting  advice  of  a  great  and  good  man  is  to  be  carefully  con- 
sidered. Joshua's  words  are  full  of  wisdom.  He  knew  in  what  real 
prosperity  consists  and  how  alone  it  is  to  be  attained.  He  saw  the 
tendencies  and  wished  to  guard  against  what  was  hurtful.  His  words 
are  applicable  to-day. 

There  must  be  no  standing  still  in  efforts  to  approve  ourselves  before 
God.  The  reformation  of  Israel  was  far  advanced.  It  must  be, 
Joshua  says,  carried  on  until  there  is  not  a  trace  of  idolatry  left. 
"  From  grace  to  grace,"  should  be  the  Christian's  aim. 

God's  sovereignty  and  man's  freedom  are  taken  for  granted  in  the 
Bible.  Each  one  must  decide  for  himself  whom  he  will  serve.  There 
can  be  no  neutrality  so  far  as  God  is  concerned.     Either  God  <&  to*- 
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other.  We  can,  we  ought  to  decide.  Not  to  decide  for  God,  is  to  decide 
against  him. 

A  clear,  full  statement  of  what  the  service  of  God  requires  should 
be  presented  that  an  intelligent  choice  may  be  made.  It  is  not  wise 
to  keep  anything  back. 

Covenanting  is  a  duty.  Nothing  is  required  in  it  not  required  be- 
fore. There  is  an  additional  obligation.  It  is  a  grand  position  to 
occupy,  that  of  a  witness  for  God,  but  it  brings  with  it  most  solemn 
responsibilities. 

Our  covenant  of  1871  should  be  carefully  studied.  Have  we  en- 
deavored honestly  to  live  up  to  its  requirements?  Has  the  church 
advanced  or  retrograded  since?     What  is  presentduty  ? 

Psalms  25 :  12-14,  1st  v.;  89 :  26-32 ;  84  :  4-7. 

SHORTER  CATECHISM. 

Ques.  60.     How  is  the  Sabbath  to  be  sanctified? 

Ans.  The  Sabbath  is  to  be  sanctified  by  a  holy  resting  all  that  day, 
even  from  such  worldly  employments  and  recreations  as  are  lawful  on 
other  days;  and  spending  the  whole  time  in  the  public  and  private 
exercises  of  God's  worship,  except  so  mucli  as  is  to  be  taken  up  in  the 
works  of  necessity  and  mercy. 


Marriages, 


Bt  Rev.  G.  R.  McBurney,  April  24, 1895,  at  the  home  of  the  bride's  mother, 
Avery,  la.,  Mr.  Andrew  Anderson  and  Miss  Mary  Calhoun. 

Married  June  3.  1895,  at  the  residence  of  Mrs.  Martha  Kerr,  95  Arch  street, 
Allegheny,  Pa.,  by  Rev.  J.  R.  Baird,  Mr.  John  N.  Hirsch,  of  Greensburg,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  to  Miss  Mary  Brown,  of  Allegheny,  Pa. 

Married,  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Mclsaac,  on  June  12,  1895,  Mr.  J.  M.  Armstrong,  of 
Leechburg,  Pa.,  and  Miss  Minnie  M.  Blair,  of  McKeesport,  Pa.  The  marriage 
was  solemnized  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  Mclsaac,  Ingleside,  Pa. 


p 


BITUARIES. 


John  B.  Stewart,  for  a  number  of  years  an  elder  in  the  2d  Philadelphia 
church,  died  at  Lansdowne  on  January  22d.  For  several  years  he  had  suffered  from 
bronchial  trouble,  and  latterly  had  been  unahle  to  attend  to  business.  Mr. 
Stewart  was  an  exceedingly  genial  man,  an  earnest  Christian  and  an  active 
worker  as  loug  as  health  permitted. 

Dikd,  at  Rushsylvania,  Ohio,  Friday,  May  31,  189"),  Mrs.  Eliza  (Galbraith) 
George,  widow  of  Henry  George.  Mrs.  George  was  struck  by  the  express 
while  crossing  the  track.  She  cherished  a  deep  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
church,  and  kept  herself  well  informed  as  to  its  progress.  Her  sudden  end  found 
her  prepared.  She  was  a  sister  of  Rev.  John  Galbraith,  and  step-mother  of 
Rev.  Dr.  H.  H.  George. 

Died,  at  Williamsport,  Md.,  August  8, 1894,  Mrs.  Evanna  Brown,  widow  of 
the  late  William  Brown,  in  the  78th  year  of  her  age.  Mrs.  Brown  was  bom 
June  5,  1817,  and  united  by  certificate  from  the  Presbyterian  Church  with  the 
Conococheague  Reformed  Presbyterian  congregation,  then  under  the  paatortl 
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jare  ot  Rev.  Thorn  an  Hanna.  She  was  a  woman  of  many  Christian  virtues. 
3er  hospitality  and  kindliness  of  disposition  won  her  many  friends.  She  was 
ittached  to  the  principles  of  the  church,  and  though  living  at  a  great  distance 
Tom  the  place  ot  worship,  was  always  found  there  on  communion  occasions  and 
(uch  other  occasions  as  required  her  presence.  She  left  a  family  of  children 
md  grandchildren,  who  mourn  their  loss,  but  which,  judging  from  her  Christian 
ife  and  profession,  is  her  inestimable  gain. 

Mrs.  Ann  M.  Stevenson  died  at  her  residence  in  New  York,  on  Friday,  July 
{6,  1895,  in  the  85th  year  of  her  age.  Mrs.  Stevenson  was  the  eldest  daughter 
if  the  late  James  Renwick  Will  son,  aud  was  married  February  10,  1840,  to  the 
ate  Rev.  Dr.  Andrew  Stevenson,  pastor  of  the  Second  congregation,  New  York, 
*  ho  died  in  1881.  She  passed  more  than  half  a  century  iu  the  same  congregation, 
ind  was  endeared  to  all  by  her  amiable  Christian  lite.  "  Her  children  rise  up 
ind  call  her  blessed." 

Died,  at  Williamsport,  Md.,  March  25,  1892,  Miss  Nancy  Brown,  sister  of 
he  late  William  Brown,  in  her  77th  year.  She  was  born  in  County  Tyrone, 
Ireland,  February  20,  1806,  and  immigrated  to  this  couutry  when  quite  young, 
ler  parents  settling  within  the  bounds  of  the  Conococheague  congregation.  She 
inited  with  it  September  16,  1843,  and  remained  a  consistent  Christian  until  her 
leath.  Few  people  enjoyed  society  more  than  she,  and  her  presence  was  always 
Peering  aud  encouraging.  She  died  as  she  lived,  a  faithful,  humble  Christian, 
md  has  gone  to  her  reward. 

The  death  of  Mrs.  Mart  Crowe,  mother  of  Rev.  Samuel  Crowe,  occurred  at 
.he  latter' s  residence,  No.  405  North  Park  avenue,  Warren,  Ohio,  on  Sabbath, 
July  28th,  at  10.80  P.  H.  Her  age  was  76  years.  She  had  resided  with  her  son 
or  the  past  six  years.  Her  last  expression  was,  "  Lift  up  your  heads  O  ye  gates 
md  the  King  of  glory  shall  come  in."  Her  trust  in  her  Saviour  was  unclouded 
intil  the  last  and  the  promises  of  her  Saviour  made  her  path  bright  until  the  end. 
Rev.  A.  Kilpatrick  preached  her  funeral  sermon  in  his  church  at  Mars  to  a  large 
indience  of  his  members  and  her  neighbors.  She  was  interred  in  the  old  Union 
graveyard,  alongside  of  her  husband  and  six  of  her  children. 

Mrs.  Martha  Humes  died  of  pneumonia  at  Wilkinsburg,  Pa.,  Monday,  Jan- 
lary  7,  1895,  aged  84  years.  She  was  born  in  Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  in  1811, 
md  removed  with  her  father,  Mr.  John  Haslett,  in  1828,  to  Allegheny,  where 
the  united  with  the  church  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  In  1859  she  was  married  to 
fames  Humes,  who  died  September  23,  1871.  For  a  number  of  years  previous 
x>  her  death,  Mrs.  Humes  was  a  member  of  the  Wilkinsburg  congregation.  She 
aad  a  number  of  severe  attacks  ot  sickness  during  the  past  few  years  which  she 
regarded  as  warnings  that  the  end  waa  drawing  near.  She  expressed  strong  con- 
science in  the  sufficiency  of  the  Saviour's  work,  and  assurance  of  her  interest  in 
X.    She  was  willing  to  go  whenever  the  call  should  be  given. 

Mart  Agnes  Belle  Huey,  after  a  lingering  illness  of  five  months,  departed 
;his  life  March  26,  1895.  She  was  born  on  the  18th  of  August,  18*79,  and 
il though  taken  away  at  the  early  age  of  16  years,  yet  to  those  who  knew  her 
>est  she  gave  evidence  of  a  life  that  was  hid  with  Christ.  For  five  years  she  was 
in  active  member  of  the  Children's  Mission  Band.  The  memorizing  of  the 
arger  catechism  and  almost  half  the  Psalms  proved  her  devotion  in  her  Sabbath 
School  class,  while  in  many  ways  she  manifested  a  lively  interest  in  all  the  work 
>f  the  church.  She  made  a  public  profession  of  the  name  of  Christ  about  a  year 
tnd  a  half  before  she  died,  in  the  Olathe  congregation,  where  her  membership 
continued  till  her  death.  Those  acquainted  with  her  iuner  life  knew  her  to  be  a 
rirl  of  prayer,  and  while  they  mourn  her  loss,  rejoice  in  the  belief  that  it  is  her 
inspeakable  gain.  G.  A.  E. 

Mrs.  Joseph  Hunter,  widow  of  Rev.  Joseph  Hunter,  died  suddenly  of 
ipoplexy,  at  Atlantic  City,  July  22,  1895.  The  funeral  services  were  conducted 
n  her  late  home  by  Revs.  R.  C.  Wylie  and  J.  W.  Sproull.  A  large  number  of 
friends  showed  by  their  presence  the  esteem  in  which  her  memory  is  held.  Mrs. 
Hunter  was  well  known  by  many  of  our  ministers.      In  her  home  they  w<&t* 
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always  sure  of  a  welcome.  Few  persons  were  stronger  and  truer  in  their  friead- 
ships.  Her  piety  was  unostentatious.  Those  who  were  allowed  to  become  at- 
quainted  with  her  inner  life  can  testify  to  her  love  for  the  word  of  God,  tod 
her  desire  to  live  near  to  God.  Her  death,  though  sudden,  was  not  unexpected. 
She  evidently  believed  that  it  was  near.  Her  son-in-law  and  daughters  were  at 
ber  side  when  death  came.  God  knows  best  how  and  when  to  remove  from  earth 
those  he  loves.  At  the  proper  time  he  will  show  that  he  did  all  things  well. 
"  Precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of  his  saints." 

A  committee  consisting  of  Mrs.  Lena  Renfrew,  Mrs.  Harriet  Dickie  and  Mia 
Sadie  T.  Forsythe  were  appoiuted  by  the  W.  M.S.  of  North  Union  congregation 
to  prepare  suitable  resolutions  on  the  death  of  two  of  their  members  : 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  our  heavenly  Father  to  remove  from  us  our  belored 
sister,  Mrs.  Sarah  Wtlie  Galbraith,  the  wife  of  Rev.  John  Galbraith,  the 
first  to  propose  the  organization  of  our  society,  and  who  held  the  office  of  presi- 
dent for  a  number  of  years. 

Resolved,  That  while  we  as  a  society  feel  deeply  the  loss  of  our  beloved  sister, 
we  bow  in  humble  submission  to  the  will  of  him  who  doeth  all  things  well ; 
that  by  her  death  we  have  lost  a  kind,  sincere  friend,  greatly  beloved  by  all  who 
knew  her.  We  hear  the  call,  Be  ye  also  ready,  for  in  such  an  hour  as  ye  think 
not  the  Son  of  Man  cometh. 

Resolved,    That  we  extend  our  sincere  sympathy  to  the  bereaved  family. 

Resolved,  That  while  we  as  a  society  very  few  in  number  are  again  called  to 
mourn  the  death  of  a  much  loved  sister,  Mrs.  Mart  Douthett,  we  hereby 
express  our  high  appreciation  of  her  earnest  zeal  in  missionary  work,  temperance 
and  all  reforms.  She  gave  very  liberally  of  her  means  to  support  the  cause  of 
her  Master,  and  while  we  feel  deeply  the  loss  of  this  dear  sister  in  the  church 
militant,  we  feel  assured  that  she  has  secured  a  seat  in  the  church  triumphant, 
in  the  general  assembly  of  the  first-born  in  heaven.  We  extend  our  heartfelt 
sympathy  to  the  sorely  bereaved  family  to  whom  she  was  a  true  mother  and 
whose  death  followed  so  closely  the  death  of  their  father. 

Rev.  David  Glenn  Thompson  was  born  April  2, 1845.  He  graduated  from 
Muskingum  College  in  the  year  1868,  studied  theology  in  the  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Seminary,  Allegheny,   Pa.,  was  licensed  by  "Ohio  Presbytery  April  12, 

1871,  and  was  ordained  and  installed  pastor  of  Elk  horn  congregation  October  10, 

1872.  After  a  successful  pastorate  of  more  than  twenty  years,  in  the  spring  of 
1892,  he  demit  ted  his  charge  at  Elkhorn  on  account  of  ill  health,  and  removed 
with  his  family  to  La  Junta,  Colorado.  In  the  summer  of  the  same  year  Rev.  J. 
M.  Wylie  moderated  a  call  in  La  Junta  congregation  which  resulted  in  the 
unanimous  choice  of  Mr.  Thompson  as  pastor,  and  was  by  him  accepted.  He 
was  installed  during  November  of  the  same  year.  He  served  the  congregation 
with  much  acceptance  for  more  than  a  year,  when  his  health  failed  so  that  he 
was  unable  to  conduct  public  services.  He  lingered  until  the  first  day  of  April) 
1895,  when  his  Lord  and  Master  called  him  to  his  reward.  As  a  presbytery  we 
desire  to  record  with  gratitude  the  great  goodness  of  our  blessed  Lord  for  his 
sustaining  grace  bestowed  on  our  dear  brother  during  his  long  sickness,  and  for 
the  hope  of  a  blessed  immortality.  That  as  a  member  of  this  presbtyery  and  as 
its  moderator,  which  office  he  held  at  the  time  of  his  death,  he  was  wise  and  judi- 
cious as  a  ruler  in  the  house  of  God,  and  forward  in  devising  liberal  things  for  the 
advance  of  Christ's  kingdom.  We  record  with  great  pleasure  our  sense  of  bis 
sterling  worth,  his  genuine  piety,  and  lovely  character  as  a  man  and  minister  of 
the  gospel,  and  mourn  the  great  loss  we  sustain  in  what  seems  to  us  bis  untimely 
death.  But  feeling  that  our  heavenly  father  has  called  our  brother  to  a  higher 
service,  we  bow  in  humble  submission  to  the  divine  will,  knowing  that  he  doeth 
all  things  well.  We  extend  to  the  widow  and  children  our  sympathy  in  their 
sore  bereavement,  and  commend  them  to  the  care  of  their  and  our  covenant  God. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  memorial  be  sent  to  each  of  our  church  papers 
for  publication,  and  that  a  copy  be  sent  to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 

A.  DODD8,  1 

P.  J.  McDonald,  >  Committee. 
James  Patton,     j 
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THE    EXCELLENCE    OP    THE    PSALMS.* 


BY  PROP.    D.    B.    WILLSON. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Theological  Class  : 

My  subject  this  evening  is  The  Excellence  of  the  Psalms. 

May  we  say  of  thera  as  John  A  rod,  the  first  of  the  Pietists,  said : 
"What  the  heart  is  in  man,  that  the  Psalter  is  in  the  Bible/'  It  is 
part  of  the  word  of  God,  part  of  that  Scripture  which  is  given  by 
inspiration  of  God,  and  is  profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  cor- 
rection, for  instruction  in  righteousness,  that  the  man  of  God  may  be 
perfect,  thoroughly  furnished  unto  all  good  works.  It  is  a  wonderful 
mosaic,  whose  pieces  are  of  unequal  age,  the  whole  of  matchless 
beauty.  Of  it,  Delitzsch  says :  "  This  book  has  no  equal  in  the  ex- 
panse of  time  which  it  reflects,  beginning  with  the  wai.derings  in  the 
wilderness,  1450  years  before  Christ,  and  reaching  down  to  the  build- 
ing of  the  second  temple,  800  years  later."  Bishop  Wordsworth 
cays  of  the  fourth  book  of  the  Psalter  (Psalms  90-106):  "This 
book  has  a  very  comprehensive  character.*  It  goes  back  to  Moses,  and 
it  goes  forward  to  the  captivity  and  to  the  return  from  it.  It  reaches 
from  Moses  to  Malachi."  Perowne,  another  commentator  on  the 
Psalms,  has  written  of  them  :  "  The  history  of  the  Psalms  is  the 
history  of  the  church,  and  the  history  of  every  heart  in  which  has 
burned  the  love  of  God.  It  is  history  not  fully  revealed  in  this 
world,  but  one  which  is  written  in  heaven."  f  To  the  same  purpose 
Tholuck  tas  written  :  "  What  a  record  that  would  be,  if  one  could 
write  down  all  the  spiritual  experiences,  the  disclosures  of  the  heart, 
the  comforts  and  conflicts,  which  men  in  the  course  of  ages  have  con- 
nected with  the  words  of  the  Psalms  !  What  a  history  if  we  could 
discover  the  place  this  book  has  occupied  in  the  inner  life  of  the 
heroes  of  the  kingdom  of  God  ! "  %      Perowne,  already  quoted,  gives 

*  Opening  Lecture  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  Allegheny,  Pa.,  Sept.  17, 1895* 

t  The  Book  of  Psalm*,  Vol.  1,  Chap.  2. 

t  Commentary  on  the  Book  of  Psalms.  Introduction,  Sec.  \. 
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us  the  reason  of  this  boundless  use :  "  The  nature  of  the  volume 
accounts  for  this,  for  it  is  iu  itself  to  a  very  great  extent,  the  con- 
verse of  the  soul  with  God.  With  its  words,  rather  than  with  their 
own  they  (believer?)  have  come  before  God.  In  these  they  haw 
uttered  their  desires,  their  fears,  their  confessions,  their  aspirations, 
their  sorrows,  their  joys,  their  thanksgivings.  By  these  their  devo- 
tion has  been  kindled  and  their  hearts  eomfoited.  The  Psalter  has 
been,  iu  the  truest  sense,  the  prayer  book  both  of  Jews  and  Christians.9 
Even  of  one  of  the  Psalms,  the  51st,  Dyer  has  said  after  giving 
many  incideLts  :  "  Indeed  the  history  of  this  Psalm  is  the  history 
of  the  Christian  sou),  and  in  it  the  suffering  and  sinning  of  all  age 
have  found  the  expression  of  their  own  un worthiness  and  the  comfort 
that  comes  from  a  true  confession."  * 

I  shall  gather  what  I  have  to  say  of  The  Excellence  of  the  Psalms 
under  two  heads :  I.  The  Use  of  the  Psalms  in  the  Past — how 
dear  they  have  been  to  believers  iu  all  ages!  II.  The  Contents  of 
the  Psalms — how  full  of  the  truth  of  God !  I  shall  close  by  speak- 
ing of  the  Benefit  of  the  Use  of  the  Psalms — to  ourselves  and  others. 

1st,  then,  the  Use  of  the  Psalms  in  the  Past — how  dear  they  have 
been  to  believers  in  all  ages!  I  repeat  the  words  of  Perowne: 
"  The  Psalter  has  be«u,  in  the  truest  sense,  the  prayer  book  both  of 
Jews  and  Christians."  We  can  do  little  more  than  confirm  this  by  a 
few  instances.  At  the  close  of  the  tenth  century  before  Christ, 
Jehoshaphat,  the  sou  of  Asa,  began  to  reign  over  Judah.  He  was 
the  godly  son  of  a  godly  father.  He  did  much  to  restore  the  true 
religion  in  his  kingdom.  In  the  latter  part  of  his  reign,  Moaband 
Amnion  came  against  him.  Jehoshaphat  proclaimed  a  fast,  and 
offered  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  the  earnest  prayer  recorded  in  II. 
Chronicles,  the  20th  chapter.  He  then  equipped  the  army  for  battle, 
and  the  2Lst  verse  tells  us  :  <c  He  appointed  singers  unto  the  Lord, 
and  that  should  praise  the  beauty  of  holiness,  as  they  went  out  before 
the  army,  and  to  say,  Praise  the  Lord  ;  for  his  mercy  endureth  for- 
ever." The  strains  of  the  136th  Psalm  stirred  their  hearts,  as  they 
went  out  to  a  battle  that  was  a  full  victory.  uSo  the  realm  of 
Jehoshaphat  was  quiet ;  for  his  God  gave  him  rest  round  about," 
verse  30.  There  came  troubles  again  to  Judah  on  account  of  sin. 
They  were  sent  into  captivity,  and  then  graciously  restored.  In  the 
second  month  of  the  second  year  of  the  return  began  Zerubbabel  aud 
Jeshua  and  the  rest  of  the  returned  captives,  aud  appointed  the 
Levites  to  set  forward  the  work  of  the  house  of  the  Lord.  When 
the  builders  laid  the  foundation  of  the  temple,  they  set  the  priests  and 
Levites  to  work  to  praise  the  Lord,  "  and  they  sang  together  by 
course  in  praising  and  giving  thanks  unto  the  Lord;  because  he  is 
good,  for  his  mercy  endureth  forever  toward  Israel,  And  all  the 
people  shouted  with  a  great  shout,  when  they  praised  the  Lord,  be- 
cause the  foundation  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  was  laid,"  Ezra  3. 
The  familiar  Psalm  that  had  been  used  by  the  Levites  at  the  dedica- 

*  Psalm— Mosaics,  page  227. 
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on  of  the  temple  by  Solomon  stirred  the  hearts  of  tin's  saved  rem- 
ant,  II.  Chrou.  5  :  13.  Then  Nehemiah  came  from  Persia  and  cast 
i  his  lot  with  the  people  of  Jerusalem,  and  became  the  goTernor. 
[e  wrought  for  reformation,  for  a  revival  of  the  true  religion,  for  its 
urity.  "The  wall  wa3  built,  and  the  porters  and  the  singers  and 
le  Levites  were  appointed,"  (Nehemiah  7  :  1),  and  the  12th  chapter 
lakes  note:  "  In  the  days  of  David  and  Asaph  of  old  there  were 
lief  of  the  singers  and  songs  of  praise  and  thanksgiving  unto  God. 
nd  all  Israel  in  the  days  of  Zerubbabel,  and  in  the  days  of  Nehe- 
liah  gave  the  portion  of  the  singers." 

In  the  days  of  the  Jewish  revolt  against  the  Syrian  kings,  the 
•my  of  Judas  Maccaboeus  sang  the  Psalm  already  noted,  the  136th, 
ter  they  had  discomfited  Georgias  and  his  host,  I.  Maccabees  4  :  24. 
)  also  in  II.  Maccabees  10  :  38,  we  read,  after  Gazara  was  taken  : 
When  this  was  done,  they  praised  the  Lord  with  Psalms  and 
auksgivings,  who  had  done  so  great  things  for  them,  and  given 
era  the  victory."  All  these  instances  are  of  public  occasions,  the 
cord  of  memorable  scenes. 

These  Psalms  ministered  as  well  to  the  family  and  personal  religious 
e  of  Old  Testament  saints.  We  make  the  transition  to  the  New 
Jstament  by  quoting  Bishop  William  Alexander,  of  Derry :  "  Those 
rains  of  prayer  or  praise  spring  freely  from  the  stock  of  David's 
e,  and  are  colored  in  some  degree  by  the  soil  in  which  their  roots 
e  plunged.     Yet  they  are  not  exclusively  the  record  of  one  life  or 

one  spirit.  Ws  know  the  names  of  the  shapes  that  move  across 
e  stage  of  the  fevered  life — Saul,  Doeg,  Ahithophel,  Shimei,  Joab, 
id  the  rest.  Yet  they  are  not  mentioned.  Something  sealed  his 
y&.  Some  restraining  influence  was  at  work  .as  effectually  as  if  a 
)ice  had  said,  '  These  Psalms  are  to  be  sung  in  centuries  incon- 
ivably  distant.  They  are  to  be  used  at  funerals  grander  than 
bner's,  in  temples  vaster  than  your  imagination  has  dreamed  of. 
bey  are  to  set  to  music  such  as  you  have  never  heard,  under  skies 
)on  which  you  have  never  looked.  They  are  to  be  the  heritage  of 
an  wherever  there  is  sin  or  sorrow ;  wherever  there  is  a  sigh  of 
mitence,  or  a  voice  of  yearning  offered  up  to  God.  Keep  them  free, 
erefore,  from  that  which  is  merely  local  and  personal/  The  Psalms 
e  fitted  for  the  inner  life  of  saints,  first  in  a  Jewish  then  in  a 
liversal  church.  Believers  under  the  Old  Testament  used  them  as 
n&h  did,  not  merely  repeating  them,  but  naturally  interweaving 
rase  after  phrase  into  the  web  of  their  own  thought  and  language. 
)  the  Virgin-Mother  the  Magnificat  proves  that  the  Psalter  was 
ble,  Prayer  Book,  Hymn  Book  all  in  one.  And  when  we  pass  to 
3  Catholic  Church,  the  different  moods  of  David  and  the  other 
almists  answer  to  the  heart  of  the  saints."  * 

First  of  all  we  think  of  our  Lord,  of  him  whose  coming  had 
en  foretold,  of  him  of  whom  it  is  written:  "Though  he  were  a 
n,yet  learned  he  obedience  by  the  things  which  he  suffered  ;  who  in 
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the  days  of  his  flesh,  when  he  had  offered  up  prayers  and  supplier 
tions  with  strong  crying  and  tours  unto  him  that  was  able  to  save  bin 
from  death,  and  was  heard  in  that  he  feared."  *  What  a  part  the 
Psalms  fill  among  the  prophecies  of  Christ!  Matthew  22:4146 
reads :  "  While  the  Pharisees  were  gathered  together,  Jesus  asked 
them,  saying,  what  think  ye  of  Christ?  Whose  Son  is  he?  They 
say  unto  him,  the  Son  of  David.  Hesaith  unto  them,  how  then  doth 
David  in  the  Spirit  call  him  Lord,  saying,  the  Lord  said  unto  my 
Lord,  sit  thou  on  my  right  hand,  till  I  make  thine  enemies  thy  foot- 
stool? If  David  then  call  him  Lord,  how  is  he  his  Son?  And  do 
man  was  able  to  answer  him  a  word,  neither  durst  any  man  from  that 
day  forth  ask  him  any  questions."  These  Psalms,  which  thus  con- 
vincingly testified  of  him,  were  in  his  heart.  In  their  words,  be 
voiced  his  praise  of  God.  Wordsworth  in  his  commentary  on  the 
31st  Psalm  says  what  should  make  us  pause  and  reflect:  "The 
Psalter  was  the  Hymn  Book  and  Prayer  Book  of  Christ/'  It  satis- 
fied him.  Coleridge  in  his  Table-Talk,  refers  to  the  use  of  the  23d 
Psalm  bv  our  Saviour  on  the  cross,  and  then  adds :  "  Whether  Christ 
did  audibly  repeat  the  whole  or  not,  it  is  certain,  I  think,  that  he  did 
it  mentallv,  and  said  aloud  what  was  sufficient  to  enable  his  followers 
to  do  the  same.  Even  at  this  day,  to  repeat  in  the  same  manner  bot 
the  first  line  of  a  common  hymn  would  be  understood  as  a  reference 
to  the  whole.  Above  all,  I  am  thankful  for  the  thought  whick 
suggested  itself  to  my  mind,  while  I  was  reading  this  beautiful  Psalm, 
viz:  that  we  should  not  exclusively  think  of  Christ  as  the  Logo* 
united  to  human  nature,  but  likewise  as  a  perfect  man  united  to  the 
Logos.  This  distinction  is  most  important  in  order  to  conceive,  mock 
more  appropriately  .to  feel,  the  conduct  and  exertion  of  Jesus." 

Saul  of  Tarsus  was  a  chosen  vessel  of  Christ.  To  him  Jesus  said: 
u  Rise  and  btand  upon  thy  feet :  for  I  have  appeared  unto  thee  fof 
this  purpose,  to  make  thee  a  minister  and  a  witness  both  of  these 
things  which  thou  hast  seen,  and  of  those  things  in  the  which  I  will 
appear  unto  thee ;  delivering  thee  from  the  people,  and  from  the  Gen- 
tiles, unto  whom  now  I  send  thee,"  Acts  26:  16,  17.  He  was  not! 
disobedient  to  the  heavenly  vision.  The  Macedonian  cry  brought  his 
to  Philippi.  He  and  Silas  were  arrested  at  the  clamor  of  the  |>eo}>k 
They  were  beaten  with  many  stripes.  The  jailer  thrust  them  iiitoi 
inner  prison  and  made  their  feet  fast  in  the  stocks.  How  were  tlieirj 
souls  exercised?  What  could  express  the  emotion  of  their  hearts? 
The  precious  Psalms.  "  And  at  midnight  Paul  and  Silas  prayed, and 
sang  praises  unto  God  :  and  the  prisoners  heard  them,"  Acts  16 :  2i 
Of  this  passage,  Dr.  Hackett  says  in  his  Commentary :  "  Their  pn>j«*l : 
and  praises  were  not  distinct  acts  (hence  the  form  of  the  expression  t 
praying,  they  praised  God),  but  their  worship  consisted  chiefly  »k 
thanksgiving,  the  language  of  which  they  would  derive  more  or  less 
from  the  Psalms."  While  Dean  Howson  writes:  "  What  it  wastW 
they    sang,    we    know   not,"    he     immediately    adds:      "But  ttV 

♦Hebrews  5  :7,  8. 
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salras  of  David  have  ever  been  clear  to  those  who  suffer ;  they  have 
istructed  both  Jew  and  Christian  in  the  language  of  prayer  and 
raise.  And  ti.e  P.salms  abound  in  such  sentences  as  these — 'The 
x>rd  looketh  down  from  his  sanctuary  ;  out  of  heaven  the  Lord  be- 
oldeth  the  earth:  that  he  might  hear  the  mournings  of  such  as  are 
l  captivity,  and  deliver  the  children  appointed  unto  death/ — *0  let 
le  sorrowful  sighing  of  the  prisoner  come  before  thee:  according  to 
le  greatness  of  thy  power,  preserve  thou  those  that  are  appointed  to 
ie,' — *  The  Lord  helpeth  them  to  right  that  suffer  wrong:  the  Lord 
elpeth  them  tliat  are  fallen:  the  Lord  careth  for  the  righteous.'  Such 
winds  as  these  were  new  in  a  Roman  dungeon."*  From  the  Apos- 
rtic  Age  on,  the  Psalms  have  voiced  the  emotion  of  the  martyrs  and 
rofessors  of  Jesus.  Think  of  what  Athanasius  endured  for  the 
uth's  sake,  what  service  he  rendered  to  the  church  of  Christ.  This 
itness  for  the  truth,  referring  to  the  31st  Psalm,  recommended  it  to 
tarcellinus  as  most  appropriate  for  the  Christian  who,  for  the  name 
•  his  Master,  is  enduring  the  attacks  of  enemies  or  suffering  from 
ie  coldness  of  friends. 

I  pass  on  to  Reformation  times.  Of  the  Huguenots  it  is  noted,  when 
itry  assembled  on  Saturday  night  for  family  prayer,  the  head  of  the 
stening  household  used  to  read  the  23d  Psalm  in  cheerful  tones,  f 
[arot's  version  of  the  Psalms,  so  dear  to  the  Protestant  French,  became 
opular  even  at  court.  He  was  with  Calvin  at  Geneva  for  a  time.  The 
ords  of  Luther  to  his  friend  Melancthon,  in  seasons  of  discourage- 
lent,  are  known  to  us  all:  "Come,  Philip,  let  us  sing  the  46th 
<salra."  And  of  the  110th  Psalm  he  said,  that  it  is  worthy  to  be  set 
i  a  frame  of  gold  and  diamonds,  so  full  it  is  of  Christian  thought 
id  divine  instruction,  and  of  all  the  Psalms  the  very  crown  and 
lief.  The  fifth  verse  is  like  a  rich,  copious  mine,  from  which  flow 
hristian  instruction  and  wisdom,  faith,  hope  and  confidence,  the  like 
>  which  no  other  scripture  supplies.  John  Howie,  of  Lochgoin,  tells 
i  of  John  Knox  :  4<  It  was  his  ordinary  practice  to  read  every  day 
>me  chapters  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament ;  to  which  he  added  a 
irtain  number  of  the  Psalms  of  David,  the  whole  of  which  he  perused 
igularly  once  a  month."J  The  same  writer  says  in  his  account  of 
ie  scholarly  George  Buchanan,  confined  in  a  monastery  by  popish 
quisitors :  "In  this  confinement  he  consoled  himself  with  that 
1  rival  led  paraphase  of  the  Psalms  of  David,  which  placed  him  first 
bong  modern  Latin  poets,  and  will  continue  to  be  read  with  delight 
long  as  the  language  in  which  they  are  written  is  understood.'^ 
Wheu  the  news  of  the  scattering  of  the  Spanish  Armada,  in  1588, 
ached  Edinburgh,  Robert  Bruce  took  the  76th  Psalm  as  his  text, 
caching  in  a  running  commentary  on  its  words,  as  most  fitting  the 
ent.     Dr.  Binnie,  in  his  work  The  Psalms:  Their  History,  Teach- 

*The  Life  and  Epistles  of  Paul,  chapter  9. 

\ A  Song  of  Life  or  Death.    Meditations  on  Psalm  xxm,  by  G.  W.  McCree, 
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iog,  etc.  (p.  91),  says  of  it :  "Times  without  number  this  Psalm  lias 
been  sung,  as  furnishing  the  fittest  expression  of  the  thoughts  and 
feelings  of  God's  people  in  view  of  deliverances  wrought  for  them." 
He  adds  what  no  Scotchman  can  forget :  "  When  the  Covenanters  at 
Drumclog  closed  their  ranks  to  meet  the  onset  of  Claverhouse  and  his 
dragoons,  they  sang  the  opening  verses  to  the  tune  of  Martyrs." 

Without  further  detail  of  history,  I  close  this  part  of  this  address 
with  the  words  of  W.  E.  Gladstone,  in  his  Studies  on  Homer  and  the 
Homeric  Age,  (II.,  526) :  "  But  most  of  all  does  the  Book  of  Psalms 
refuse  the  challenge  of  philosophical  or  poetical  composition.  In  that 
book  for  well  nigh  3,000  years  the  piety  of  saints  has  found  its  most 
refined  and  choicest  food — to  such  a  degree,  indeed,  that  the  rank  and 
quality  of  the  religious  frame  may,  in  general,  be  tested  at  least  nega- 
tively by  the  height  of  its  relish  for  them.  There  is  the  whole  music 
of  the  human  heart,  when  touched  by  the  hand  of  the  Maker,  in  all 
its  tones  that  whisper  or  that  swell,  for  every  hope  and  fear,  for  every 
joy  and  pang,  for  every  form  of  strength  and  languor,  of  disquietude 
and  rest.  There  are  developed  all  the  innermost  relations  of  the  hu- 
man soul  to  God,  built  upon  the  platform  of  a  covenant  of  love  and 
souship  that  had  its  foundation  in  the  Messiah,  while  in  this  particular 
and  privileged  book  it  was  permitted  to  anticipate  his  coming." 

Thus  dear  has  been   the  Psalter  through  the  ages,  to  the  people  of 

God.    Its  thoughts  have  filled  their  hearts,  and  its  words  their  mouth? 

iu  praise  to  God. 

[to  be  continued.] 
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Maryland  was  chartered,  and  its  limits  described  as  a  province  by 
Sir  George  Calvert,  the  first  Lord  Baltimore,  in  1632.  The  town  of 
Baltimore  was  laid  out  in  1729,  being  incorporated  as  a  city  in  1796. 
It  then  contained  twenty-two  thousand  inhabitants ;  it  now  reaches 
nearly  half  a  million. 

The  city  of  Baltimore  is  situated  on  the  north  side  of  the  Patapeco 
river  at  that  portion  where  it  forms  a  deep  navigable  arm  of  the 
Chesapeake  Bay,  so  that  the  largest  ocean  vessels  wharf  in  the  very 
heart  of  the  city.  It  has  a  peculiar  yet  happy  topography.  It  ex- 
tends back  from  the  harbor  over  a  succession  of  gently  sloping 
hills,  who.-e  subtratum  of  sandy  marl  prevents  mephitic  vapors,  and 
from  these  outer  hills  a  magnificent  view  can  be  obtained  of  the  city, 
harbor  and  bay.  The  commercial  advantages  of  Baltimore  have 
always  been  appreciated.  Its  reputation  as  a  safe  business  city  is  well 
earned  when  it  has  not  had  a  bauk  failure  for  half  a  century.  World- 
wide its  name  is  regarded  as  synonomous  with  hospitality.  It  is  distin- 
guished as  a  city  of  homes,  there  being  no  tenement  houses.  Thfi 
humblest  artisan,  as  'WfcW  «&  \\\*  ^^Atluest  gentleman,  gathers  hi* 
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family  about  him  in  his  own  dwelling  with  every  convenience,  and 
there  maintains  that  independence  and  individuality  which  has  so 
largely  conduced  to  the  moral  and  spiritual  welfare  of  this  great  city. 
In  the  happy  combination  of  pleasantness  of  situation,  salubrity  of 
climate,  home-like  comforts,  business  advantages,  cleanliness  of  streets, 
beauty  of  parks,  rapidity  of  transportation,  wealth  of  citizens,  gener- 
ous hospitality,  educational  opportunities  and  religious  privileges, 
Baltimore  cannot  be  excelled.  It  has  taken  the  lead  in  many  things. 
It  was  the  first  city  in  the  country  lit  with  gas;  the  first  to  inaugurate 
a  railroad ;  the  first  to  build  a  steam  passenger  locomotive ;  the  first 
to  possess  an  electric  telegraph  ;  the  first  to  start  an  electric  railroad  ; 
the  first  to  commemorate  George  Washington  by  erecting  a  monu- 
ment ;  the  first  to  establish  a  female  high  school ;  the  first  to  introduce 
manual  training  in  the  public  schools;  the  first  to  erect  an  iron 
building;  the  first  in  the  world  to  found  a  dental  college;  and  upon 
whose  streets  the  first  blood  was  shed  in  the  late  rebellion.  Being 
but  forty  minutes'  ride  from  the  capitol  of  the  United  States,  near  the 
seaside  and  mountain  resorts,  sight  seers  and  rest  seekers  never  fail  to 
visit  Baltimore. 

Presbyteriauism  was  an  early  element  entering  into  the  religious 
life  of  the  city.  The  first  congregation  was  organized  in  1763  ;  the 
Seceder  being  the  second  congregation  organized  in  1798.  Almost 
contemporaneously  with  the  latter  the  peculiar  tenets  of  the  Scotch 
Covenanters  were  here  declared.  For  obvious  reasons,  however,  they 
never  became  popular.  Baltimore  being  a  southern  city,  and  at  one 
time  a  notable  slave  mart,  Covenanters  so  abhored  the  iniquitous 
system  of  human  slavery  that  they  largely  avoided  its  presence.  The 
fact,  also,  that  the  city  lies  south  of  the  channel  of  immigration  from 
the  mother  country,  prevented  it  from  receiving  its  share  of  accessions 
from  abroad.  These  causes  have  militated  against  a  healthy  and  strong 
growth  of  the  Covenanter  Church  in  the  past,  and  yet  there  is  no 
more  desirable  location  for  a  church,  where  material  and  spiritual  ad- 
vantages may  now  be  enjoyed,  than  in  the  "  monumental  city." 

While  the  minute  history  of  Covenanterism  in  this  region  is  involved 
in  some  obscurity,  yet  the  extant  data  are  interesting.  Maryland  bears 
the  honor  of  entertaining  the  first  Covenanter  minister  coming  to 
America,  and  her  hills  early  resounded  with  the  declarations  that 
"there  can  be  a  church  without  a  bishop  and  a  government  without 
a  king."  Rev.  John  Cuthbertson,  the  first  Covenanter  minister  who 
came  to  this  country,  preached  his  first  sermon  to  the  "  Maryland 
society,"  August  9,  1751,  four  days  after  lauding  at  New  Castle,  Del. 
His  text  was  Jonah  2:8,  "  They  that  observe  lying  vanities  forsake 
their  own  mercy."  The  society  was  situated  in  Harford  county, 
between  Deer  creek  an  i  the  Susquehanna  river,  the  "  tent "  being 
on  the  farm  of  Joseph  Ross.  Among  the  early  members  here  were 
Joseph  and  Hugh  Ross,  James  Dunlap,  Albert  Fullerton,  John  Gebby 
and  Martin  Mehaffay.  There  was  another  society  near  Brick  Meet- 
ing House,  in  Cecil  county,  but  the  names  of    t\\*  u\^m\>W3>  «x^ 
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unknown.  Mr.  Cuthbertson  frequently  speaks  of  u Baltimore"  in 
his  diary,  but  it  is  not  certainly  known  that  he  had  a  society  then 
(1751)  in  Baltimore-town  of  two  hundred  inhabitants. 

As  early  as  1790  it  is  known  that  a  few  families  had  found  abode 
in  this  city,  and  a  society  was  organized  shortly  afterwards.     Among 
the  first  Covenanters  in  Baltimore  was  James  Fletcher,  from  Ireland, 
who  was  the  chief   instrument  in  the  hands  of  God  for  planting  the 
church  here.      He  was  a  man  of  sterling  integrity  and  true  devotion 
to  reformation  principles.       Mr.  Fletcher  was  a  scow  man  by  oecuja- 
tion,  and,  in  1795,  lived  on  Bridge  street,  beyond   Winon,  Oldtowu. 
(City  Directory,  1796.)      During  this  year  he  invited  Rev.  James 
McKinney  to  come  and  preach  in  his  house,  and  baptize  his  children. 
In  1797  and  1798,  on  account  of  the  Irish  insurrection,  many  Cove- 
nanters fled  to  America,  and  some  of  them  settled  in  Baltimore. 
About  this  time  the  families  of  James  McCauselaud,  Robert  Carotliers 
and  John  McLean,  from  Scotland ;  and  Mrs.  James  Black,  John 
Anderson,  John  Mortimer  aud  Samuel  Moody,  from  Ireland,  were 
added  to  the  society.     Rev.  William  Gibson  also  preached  here  as 
early  as  1798.     After  their  licensure  in  June,  1799,  Alex.  McLeod, 
S.  B.  Wylie  and  John  Black  frequently  preached  here.      On  account 
of  the  ravages  of  the  yellow  fever  in  1800,  Mr.  Fletcher  removed  to 
69  Albemarle  street,  where  the  preaching  services  were  usually  con- 
ducted, and  where  he  lived  until  his  death  in  1820.     After  coming  to 
this  country,  Mr.  Fletcher  married  as  his  secoud  wife,  Miss  Mary 
Campbell,  of  Carlisle,  Pa.,  who  was  an  aunt  of  the  Cooper  family  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church.     (The  late  Dr.  Joseph  T.  Cooper, 
of  the  Allegheny  United  Presbyterian  Seminary,  was  of  this  family, 
and  was  born  and  reared  in  Baltimore.)     An  anecdote  is  told  of  Mr. 
Fletcher.     Being  a  very  industrious  man,  he  was  naturally  vivacious 
iu  his  movements.     In  the  early  days  of  the  society,  Rev.  S.  B.  Wylie 
came  to' Baltimore  to  preach,  and   had  some  difficulty  in  finding  the 
house  of  Mr.  Fletcher,  where  he  was  to  stop.     Coming  to  the  su|»- 
posed  door,  and  his  raps  being  responded   to  by  a  gentleman,  Mr. 
Wylie  asked  if  it  was  the  house  of  Mr.  Fletcher.    The  oceupant  quickly 
retorted,  u  Yes;  do  you  want  to  hire  a  scow  ?"      The  youug  divine 
replied  in  the  negative,  whereupon  Mr.  Fletcher  was  off  with  a  dart. 
After  Mr.  Wylie  had  gone  from  the  door,  Mrs.  Fletcher  suspecting 
who  it  was,  sent  after  him  down   the  street.     Mr.  Wylie  returned, 
found  hospitable  entertainment  in  the  home,  and  preached  eloquently 
on  the  Sabbath.     The  two  Covenanters  had  many  a  laugh  over  the 
incident.     The  late  Rev.  John  Crozier  married  a  daughter  of  Mr. 
Fletcher. 

While  the  society  was  gradually  augmenting,  it  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pected that  an  occasional  supply  of  preaching  would  contribute  much 
to  the  building  up  of  a  congregation.  And,  while  the  growth  was 
comparatively  slow,  yet  the  society  kept  up  its  meetings  with  wonder- 
ful regularity.  In  1801,  the  Reformed  Presbytery  appointed  Rev. 
»S.  B.  Wylie  as  stated  &v\\>pVf  of  U\*  uuited  societies  of  Philadelphia 
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and  Baltimore.  The  Baltimore  people  then  secured  the  use  of  the 
Associate  Reformed  church,  at  the  northeast  corner  of  Pitt  (now 
East  Fayette)  aud  Aisquith  streets,  as  a  permanent  place  of  holding 
their  services.  In  October,  1802,  a  call  was  jointly  made  out  in  these 
societies  for  Mr.  Wylie,  the  votes  from  Baltimore  being  forwarded  to 
Philadelphia.  Rev.  John  Black  moderated  in  the  call.  Mr.  Wylie 
accepted  it,  on  condition  that  he  should  be  allowed  to  spend  a  year  in 
Europe;  that  his  pastoral  relation  should  begin  on  his  return;  and 
that  at  the  end  of  two  years  heshould  be  at  liberty  to  select  one  or  other 
or  neither  of  the  congregations  without  further  action  of  presbytery. 
This  arrangement  being  agreed  to,  the  society  was  supplied  during 
his  absence  in  Europe.  Upon  his  retnrn,  Mr.  Wylie  was  duly  in- 
stalled pastor  of  the  united  societies  of  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore, 
November  20,  1803,  Rev.  John  Black  conducting  the  services. 
While  the  society  in  Baltimore  was  not  large,  and  they  owned  no 
house  of  worship,  yet  desirous  of  maintaining  the  covenanted  cause 
in  their  adopted  city,  and  sustaining  their  pastor,  they  performed  all 

their  religious  duties  with  promptness  and  faithfulness. 

[to  be  continued,  l 


Editorial. 


OUR    DECREASE. 


The  decrease  in  our  congregations  reported  this  year  is  four  ; 
in  membership  oue  hundred  and  eleven.  Seventy-one  of  the  one 
hundred  and  fifteen  congregations  report  a  net  decrease.  New 
Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia  Presbytery  has  one  pastor  and  one  un- 
settled minister;  Vermont,  two  pastors;  and  Rochester  three  pastors 
and  one  unsettled  minister.  The  decrease  last  year  was  in  congrega- 
tions three,  and  in  members  eighty-seven.  The  prospects  for  a  better 
showing  next  year  are  not  encouraging.  One  station  which  reports 
fifteen  has  sold  its  church  building  and  disbanded ;  another,  num- 
bering forty-six,  has  determined  on  a  similar  course,  intending  to  turn 
over  to  the  church  the  proceeds  realized  from  the  sale  of  the  property ; 
one  of  our  weak  congregations  has  been  seriously  considering  the 
propriety  of  dissolving  its  connection  with  us,  deeming  it  useless  to 
continue  longer  what  seems  a  hopeless  struggle  for  existence. 

The  most  discouraging  feature  in  this  whole  matter  is  the  indiffer- 
ence with  which  such  facts,  published  annually  to  the  church  in  the 
Minutes,  are  regarded.  It  is  very  easy  to  excite  a  most  earnest  dis- 
cussion with  reference  to  some  petty  matter  of  comparatively  little  im- 
portance, but  about  which  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion.  If  a  con- 
gregation attempts  to  leave  the  body  and  take  with  it  the  church 
property  a  great  outcry  is  raised,  thousands  of  dollars  are  advanced, 
and  every  effort  is  made  to  prevent  the  attempt  being  successful.  But 
when  our  attention  is  directed  to  the  fact  that  we  are  not  holding  o\w 
own  numerically  but  decreasing,  it  scarcely  occas\o\\s  eo\\\vcv^\\\.% ^vA 
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little  or  nothing  is  done  to  effect  a  change.  We  apj>ear  to  regard  such 
a  condition  with  a  kind  of  stolid  indifference,  a  Mohammedan  fatalism, 
just  as  though  it  was  inevitable,  and  all  we  have  to  do  is  to  submit 
Our  congregations  may  dwindle  away,  who  cares,  but  our  opinions 
must  not  be  controverted.  Other  denominations  may  take  our  mem- 
bers but  they  must  not  touch  our  money ;  just  as  though  dollars  were 
of  more  value  than  members.  Js  it  strange  that  we  are  getting  rich 
aud  also  weak  ? 

This  decrease  is  not  inevitable,  and  should  not  be  so  regarded. 
Our  position  as  a  church  may  prevent  our  growing  as  rapidly  as  some 
other  bodies,  but  it  need  not  prevent  either  our  retaining  our  own 
members  or  engaging  in  aggressive  work.  Those  who  have  left  us 
have  done  so  not  so  much  because  of  dissatisfaction  with  our  princi- 
ples or  practices  as  because  they  did  not  have  regular  preaching,  aud 
were  not  likely  to  have  it  in  the  future.  We  may  and  should  blame 
ourselves,  our  lack  of  faith,  our  indifference,  our  unwillingness  to 
exert  ourselves,  our  methods,  etc.,  but  we  have  no  right  lo  attribute 
either  whole  or  partial  failure  to  our  principles.  There  are  other 
causes  which  will  account  for  our  present  condition. 

The  movement  which  culminated  in  the  troubles  of  1891  may  have 
still  some  effect  in  a  few  localities.  The  discussions  during  the  past 
two  years  may  also  have  operated  somewhat  to  our  disadvantage,  but 
these  will  not  of  themselves  account  for  our  continuous  and  large 
decrease  and  the  discouraging  outlook.  There  are  other  causes  at 
work,  of  far  more  importance  and  much  deeper  significance. 

Ours  is  not  the  only  church  affected.  Dr.  Thomas  Dixon,  in  the 
first  of  his  discourses  on  the  failure  of  Protestautism,  in  New  York 
City,  stated  that  the  Methodists,  with  an  invested  capital  of  $4,100-, 
000  and  an  expenditure  of  $500,000,  had  a  gain  during  the  year  of 
only  241  members;  the  Baptists,  with  a  membership  of  18,000,  au 
income  of  $500,000  and  an  invested  capital  of  $4,0(X),0O0,  reported 
only  a  gain  of  216  members,  and  so  with  the  other  denominations. 

Any  one  conversant  with  the  inner  condition  of  the  different 
religious  bodies  knows  that  in  all,  without  exception,  there  are  forces 
at  work  slowly  but  surely  leading  to  disintegration  or  preparing  the 
w»y  for  a  union  on  the  broadest  possible  platform,  unless  they  be 
controlled.  This  is  the  case  even  in  those  bodies  which  report  com- 
paratively large  gains. 

What  are  these  forces  that  are  at  work  all  around  us,  and  which  in 
our  church  so  much  interfere  with  our  growth,  and  how  are  they  to 
be  controlled?  This  is  the  most  important  question  that  comes 
before  us  for  consideration. 

One  hundred  years  ago  nations  and  communities  were  as  distinct 
from  one  another  as  at  the  dawn  ot  the  Christian  era.  Since  then 
the  ends  of  the  world  have  been  drawn  together.  "  Civil  society  is  a 
vast  highly  organized  whole,  with  a  nervous  system  of  5,000,000 
miles  of  telegraph  wire,  and  an  arterial  system  of  railways  and  ocean 
steamers  along  wh\c\\  l\\e  evvcvewXa  *tf  trade  and  population  flow  with 
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a  rapidity  and  regularity  previously  unimaginable."  The  old  bonds 
of  society  have  become  loosened ;  old  forces  extinct.  Thousands  of 
our  citizens  visit  annually  the  old  world.  Great  numbers  visit  the 
different  resorts  in  our  own  land.  Isolation  is  impossible.  Persons  of 
different  creeds  and  of  no  creed  are  thrown  together.  The  restraints 
of  the  home  are  removed.  Strong  personal  attachments  are  often 
formed  and  family  ties  created  between  those  who  have  but  little  in 
common  in  their  religious  belief. 

A  decided  change  in  feelings  and  views  is  almost  inevitable.  An 
aged  minister  on  his  return  after  spending  a  few  weeks  at  a  summer 
resort  once  remarked  :  "The  truth  is  I  was  becoming  very  fast  just 
like  those  about  me.     My  safety  was  to  come  home." 

Never  before  was  there  such  activity  in  benevolent  reform  and 
missionary  work  as  at  present,  and  never  before  did  the  members  of 
the  different  religious  organizations  co-operate  as  they  do  now.  In 
this  way  those  who  before  had  but  little  knowledge  of  one  another 
and  of  one  another's  views,  are  brought  close  together.  Previous 
impressions  are  modified.  Differences  in  belief  are  minimized. 
Points  of  agreement  are  emphasized.  It  is  not  strange  that  ofttimes 
the  former  are  altogether  ignored. 

The  annual  gatherings  of  the  different  organizations  for  reform,  etc., 
are  characterized  by  the  most  intense  enthusiasm.  Those  members  of 
churches  whose  views  and  practices  are  peculiar  are  necessarily 
severely  tried  when  attending  them.  Unless  there  is  an  intelligent 
conception  of  their  principles,  an  unwavering  belief  in  them  and  a 
firm  resolution  to  consistently  maintain  them  at  all  hazards,  they  are 
likely  to  be  carried  away  by  the  rising  tide,  and  the  distinctions  be- 
tween them  and  others  are  likely  for  the  time  to  be  forgotten.  There 
is  no  doubt  this  has  been  frequently  the  case.  Many  a  one  has 
returned  from  those  great  conventions,  with  attachment  to  his  own 
church  and  belief  in  its  creed  and  the  reasonableness  of  its  practices 
greatly  weakened. 

And  then  we  must  take  into  consideration  the  character  of  the  age 
in  which  we  live.  "  The  great  wave  of  industrial  expansion  is  slowly 
but  inevitably  subverting  the  old  conditions  of  society  and  preparing 
for  us  a  world  where  the  old  things  material  and  social  as  well  as 
political  have  passed  away  and  in  which  the  experience  of  the  past  is 
no  longer  a  reliable  guide.  The  marvelous  developments  of  practical 
scieuces,  the  revolution  in  industries  effected,  the  application  of  steam 
and  electricity  on  an  immense  scale  to  machinery,"  etc.,  etc.,  are  the 
wonder  of  the  present  age.  Evidently  all  this  is  only  the  earnest  of 
what  is  to  be.  We  dare  not  set  limits  to  the  possibilities  of  even  the 
near  future.  The  effects  of  this  wonderful  activity  on  thought  and 
life  are  everywhere  apparent.  New  fields  are  being  explored  ;  old 
ones  re-explored.  Wherever  we  turn  we  meet  with  doubt.  Nothing 
is  regarded  as  settled.  Those  who  do  not  discard  the  teachings  and 
theories  of  the  past  whenever  these  do  not  harmonize  with  those  that 
are  new,  are  regarded  as  behind  the  times,and  tl\e\t  t\\fccrc\s&  *\\&  \ft*K&Kft& 
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are  ridiculed  as  unworthy  of  this  age  of  enlightenment.  The  secular 
press  almost  entirely,  and  the  religious  press  to  an  extent,  give  their 
influence  in  favor  of  everything  that  goes  by  the  name  of  progress, 
however  hurtful  and  destructive  it  may  be.  The  church  has  never 
before  passed  through  such  a  trial  as  is  that  through  which  it  is  pass- 
ing to-day. 

If  we  could  occupy  the  position  we  did  even  fifty  years  ago,  there 
would  be  little  to  fear.  Then  our  members  were  accustomed  to 
attend  our  own  services  on  the  Sabbath,  travelling  often  miles  to  do 
so.  When  there  was  no  preaching  the  societies  were  held  ;  old  and 
young  attended  them.  "Occasional  hearing"  was  only  occasional. 
There  was  but  little  temptation  or  opportunity  to  leave  our  own 
services  or  to  mingle  much  with  the  members  of  other  denominations. 
The  character  of  the  preaching,  the  instruction  and  discussions  in  the 
societies  were  very  likely  to  have  reference  to  our  own  position.  The 
result  was  that  while  even  then  we  did  not  grow  as  rapidly  as  we 
should  have,  and  the  reasons  for  this  are  easily  found,  there  were  an  in- 
telligent understanding  of  our  principles,  a  warm  appreciation  of 
them,  a  strong  attachment  to  the  church  and  a  cheerful  willingness  to 
make  sacrifices  for  her,  there  are  not  now.  .' 

Even  if  desirable  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  to  re-introduce  the 
customs  and  practices  of  fifty  years  ago.  The  isolation  then  practi- 
cable is  impossible  now.  Our  members  will  mingle  in  social  inter- 
course with  those  about  them  and  with  those  whom  they  meet  as  they 
travel  and  visit.  They  will  engage  in  common  work  in  which  they 
are  equally  interested  with  other  denominations ;  they  will  attend 
these  great  annual  meetings,  and  being  a  reading  people,  they  cannot 
remain  ignorant  of  the  literature  of  the  day.  As  long  as  they  are  in 
the  world  they  will  know  and  be  influenced  by  what  is  going  on  in 
the  world.  But  then  this  need  not  interfere  with  maintaining  consist- 
ently our  position,  retaining  our  young  in  our  own  communion  and 
engaging  in  aggressive  work.  There  is  no  good  reason  why,  under- 
standing the  age  in  which  we  live  and  the  conditions  of  the  society  of 
which  we  form  a  part,  we  should  not  only  maintain  our  own  church 
organization  but  do  in  connection  with  it  more  and  better  work  than 
ever  before,  in  fact  enter  upon  a  new  era  of  prosperity.  Now  what 
is  necessary  that  this  be  done?  J.  W.  S. 


The  signature  to  the  items  on  page  287,  September  number,  as  to 
local  mission  work,  embraces  all  the  preceding  Editorial  matter  as  well. 

There  is  no  need  to  revive  the  issues  of  last  Synod  as  to  matters 
that  were  decided.  We  have  enough  new  work  on  hand.  The  open- 
ing work  in  China  will  call  for  the  united  energy  of  the  church  and 
with  two  fields,  in  eastern  and  western  Asia,  we  have  a  heavy  re- 
sponsibility. We  must  not  help  on  dissension  in  any  congregation, 
but  counsel  peace  and  acceptance  of  the  decision  of  Synod  on  local 
matters. 
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The  arrangements  for  last  Synod  involved  much  labor  for  the  local 
committee  at  Denver.  This  was  more  exacting  than  usual,  as  all  who 
were  there  must  have  seen,  who  saw  how  much  planning  there  was  to 
make  the  meeting  not  only  pleasant  to  all  in  attendance,  but  also 
memorable.  Added  to  the  local  work,  the  Synod  laid  on  the  pastor 
the  duties  of  moderators!) ip,  and  all  this,  we  are  sorry  to  hear,  has 
proved  too  much  for  the  Denver  pastor.  He  has  a  year's  leave  of 
absence,  and  the  congregation  will  receive  other  ministrations. 


A  United  .Presbyterian  professor,  a  resident  of  Denver,  was 
startled  by  the  meeting,  as  the  church  of  his  early  life  moved  up  to 
him.  He  was  led  to  write  of  her  approaching  demise — giving  her  a 
few  short  years  yet  to  live,  and  committing  all  her  unfinished  work  to 
his  own  present  church  connection.  Far  better  would  it  be  for  him 
and  others  so  situated,  to  remember  their  mother  church,  and  rejoice 
in  the  evidence  she  gives  of  renewed  life,  in  moving  on  farther  and 
farther  to  the  west.  The  Midland  showed  little  courtesy  to  our  church 
by  the  publication. 

There  was  quite  a  change  in  the  order  of  business  last  Synod,  and 
we  do  not  think  it  worked  well.  This  change  may  have  made  the 
proceedings  of  Synod  appear  less  important  than  usual  to  a  visitor,  as 
above  noticed.  The  report  on  unfinished  buisness  though  set  for 
Thursday  afternoon,  was  not  finally  adopted  till  Monday  afternoon, 
though  early  using  time.  The  report  on  secret  societies  was  set  for 
Friday  afternoon,  the  report  on  the  signs  of  the  times  for  Saturday, 
and  those  on  psalmody,  temperance  and  the  Sabbath,  for  Monday 
morning.  We  feel  that  these  subjects  ought  to  come  back  to  their 
former  early  place  in  the  order,  and  that  Synod  should  give  its  voice 
on  these  great  subjects,  before  involving  itself  in  discussion  on  matters 
of  internal  administration  wherein  differences  develop. 

We  give  the  action  of  last  Synod  on  the  question  of  psalmody,  in 

full: 

1.  Many  ot  the  reform  associations  of  the  present  time  are 
evidently  the  outgrowth  of  the  Christian  religion,  are  the  results  of 
the  Spirit's  operation,  and  call  for  the  co-operation  of  all  Christians 
as  far  as  they  are  right  as  to  their  objects  and  the  means  used  in  their 
prosecution. 

2.  We  condemn  entirely  the  use  of  uninspired  psalmody  in  the 
worship  of  God. 

We  therefore  recommend : 

1.  That  our  people  be  warned  when  taking  part  in  conventions 
for  moral  reform  and  other  purposes  where  human  compositions  are 
used  in  praise,  not  to  take  part  in  their  use. 

2.  That  we  use  our  influence  so  far  as  practicable  to  have  in- 
spired psalmody  used  in  all  our  conventions. 
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The  following  item  is  given  in  the  Christian  Befortner,  from  the 
exercises  at  the  large  gathering  of  the  Sabbath  Schools  of  Pittsburgh 
Presbytery,  at  Rock  Point,  Pa.,  August  29th : 

"  Another  question  sent  in  by  different  persons  was  in  reference  to 
the  location  of  the  new  mission  in  China.  Such  considerations  as 
the  following  seemed  to  meet  with  general  approval :  The  work 
among  the  Chinese  in  this  country,  who  are  all  from  the  Canton 
district,  points  providentially  to  that  part  of  China.  Many  of  the 
Chinaman  who  have  been  in  our  schools  in  this  country  have  returned 
and  may  be  made  helpful  in  the  woik  in  China.  Others  now  here 
will  return  and  can  be  of  great  service  there.  Some  will  come  back 
from  China,  and  by  what  they  can  tell  of  the  work  there  will  greatly 
help  our  work  here.  When  our  missionaries  are  on  a  visit  they  will  be 
able  to  speak  to  the  Chinamen  in  their  own  dialect.  If  some  other 
part  of  China  was  chosen  our  missionaries  could  no  more  speak  in 
the  Cantonese  dialect  than  in  Coptic  or  Amharic  or  some  other  un- 
known language.  The  advantages  of  being  near  such  centres  of 
American  and  British  influence  as  Canton  in  these  unsettled  times  in 
China  would  be  ot  inestimable  value." 

Rev.  N.  R.  Johnston  writes  us  to  the  same  effect,  and  closes  : 

"  Indeed  there  are  no  grave  objections  to  locating  in  Canton  City 
itself.  Here  are  a  million  of  souls  who  have  never  heard  the  Gospel, 
and  a  half  a  million  who  never  heard  of  it.  Dr.  Kerr,  the  physician 
who  for  many  years  has  had  the  charge  of  the  great  hospital  there, 
told  the  writer  once  that  there  is  room  in  Canton  for  many  more 
missions,  no  one  of  which  would  interfere  with  the  work  of  another. 
And  yet  we  would  not  favor  that  location.  There  are  many  un- 
occupied cities  and  centres  of  dense  population  where  our  missionaries 
would  have  the  entire  field  now  and  yet  not  be  very  far  removed  from 
the  missions  of  oilier  churches.  We  will  confidently  hope  that  to  his 
own  servants  God  will  give  wisdom  to  select  the  proper  place  and  that 
the  providence  of  the  Mediator  will  clearly  indicate  it  and  open  the 

way  to  great  success." 

♦ 

The  Christian  Instructor  of  August  15th,  has  the  following: 
"  The  United  Presbyterian  notices  justly  that  a  large  portion  of  the 
contributions  of  the  church  is  diverted  from  the  regular  channels  of 
the  Boards  of  the  church  and  applied  through  other  agencies.  This 
fact  is  patent  to  any  one  who  will  examine  the  statistics  contained 
in  the  minutes  of  Assembly.  This  practice  has  always  been  to  some 
extent  followed.  It  is  a  liberty  that  has  never  yet  been  denied  to  our 
members,  that  they  may  determine  both  the  objects  ot  their  beneficence 
and  the  channel  through  which  they  will  operate.  The  more  the  lash  of 
authority  is  used,  the  more  will  they  assert  this  liberty.  This  spirit 
is  one  not  wholly  to  be  condemned.  It  is  the  result  of  thinking 
for  themselves.  It  was  never  intended  that  the  church  court  should 
destroy  (he  individual  conscience.  That  is  what  Rome  has  done  to  a 
lamentable  extent.  It  is  by  this  means  that  she  rules  her  subjects 
with  a  rod  of  iron.     For  long  centuries  she  has  stood  as  a  barrier  to 
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the  progress  of  the  world.  Only  when  Protestantism  arose  was  there 
a  partial  emancipation  from  her  power  and  progress  began  in  the 
world.  Let  the  individual  use  his  power,  not  for  the  overthrow  of 
government,  but  to  compel  righteous  measures  in  all  practical  ways, 
and  then  let  the  skirts  be  clear  of  defilement  with  evil.  The  Boards 
are  the  arms  of  the  church  to  do  the  will  of  the  Lord,  and,  to  be  of 
full  service,  must  command  the  fullest  confidence  of  the  people.  They 
must  be  wise  and  fair  in  their  treatment  of  all  classes,  specially  with 
those  over  whom  they  have  control.  Any  degree  of  self-assertion  on 
their  part  is  sure  to  be  followed  by  reaction  among  the  people. 
Having  so  many  to  deal  with,  their  work  is  most  difficult  and 
demands  great  tenderness  and  consideration.  The  temptation  is  to 
seek  increase  of  power ;  but  the  more  power,  the  more  danger  of 
failing  to  retain  confidence. 

We  write  these  thoughts  in  no  unkindly  feeling,  but  with  a  desire 
to  avoid  breakers  ahead." 

Rev.  M.  B.  Patterson,  of  We*t  Point,  Ohio,  writes  as  follows  in 
the  Christian  Instructor,  of  August  29th  : 

'•  The  National  Reform  Movement. — We  have  been  very 
much  interested  in  the  perusal  of  a  book  with  the  above  title.  It  is 
from  the  pen  of  Dr.  David  McAllister,  who  is  not  only  an  authority 
on  Political  Philosophy,  but  one  who  has  been  identified  with  this 
movement  from  the  beginning.  While  this  book  has  been  on  the 
market  for  several  years,  we  desire  to  call  attention  to  it  anew  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  National  Reform  is  just  now  attracting  greater  interest 
thau  ever  before. 

u  The  writer  of  this  article  has  had  in  contemplation  for  some  time 
the  preparation  of  a  few  brief  articles  especially  to  the  younger  readers 
of  the  Instructor,  and  bearing  upon  the  general  subject  of  '  Christian 
Citizenship.'  For  these  orignality  is  not  claimed.  It  will  be  rather 
the  statement  of  a  few  principles  which  are  recognized  as  lying  at  the 
foundation  of  Christian  Civil  Government,  with  an  application  to  our 
present  duty  as  members  of  civil  society. 

u  To  those  who  may  desire  to  give  this  subject  some  attention  we 
think  Dr.  McAllister's  book  will  be  helpful.  And  here  we  would 
again  refer  to  '  The  Divine  Order  of  Human  Society/  by  Prof.  Robt. 
Ellis  Thompson.  Dr.  McAllister  presents  us  in  the  first  place  with 
a  brief  history  of  the  National  Reform  Movement.  As  is  generally 
known  this  movement  had  its  inception  in  a  meeting  held  in  Xenia, 
Ohio,  February  3-5,  1863. 

"  'A  convention  for  prayer  and  Christian  conference,  with  special 
reference  to  the  state  of  the  country,  had  been  called.  On  the  second 
day  of  the  sessions  of  the  convention,  when  the  subject  of  *  Religion 
in  the  Nation,'  came  up  for  consideration,  John  Alexander,  then  of 
Xenia,  presented  a  paper  in  which  the  sins  of  the  nation  were  con- 
fessed, and  the  importance  of  repentance  and  reformation  insisted 
upon.' 
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"We  might  remark,  iti  passing,  that  for  a  clear,  comprehensive 
statement  of  the  issues  involved,  and  the  necessity  for  a  more  explicit 
acknowledgement  of  Jesus  Christ  as  the  Ruler  of  nations,  this  paper 
is  deserving  of  a  high  place.  Two  days  after  the  Xenia  Convention, 
a  similar  meeting  was  held  in  Sparta,  Ills.  On  January  27th  ensuing 
a  permanent  organization  was  effected  in  the  city  of  Allegheny,  and  of 
this  Mr.  Alexander  was  made  president. 

"  From  that  time  until  the  present  this  association  has  been  holding 
steadily  on  its  course.  Its  work  has  had  the  hearty  co-operation  of 
many  of  the  most  eminent  statesmen  and  jurists  of  our  country  to  say 
nothing  of  the  hosts  of  ministers  and  Christian  laymen  who  have  de- 
feuded  its  claims  and  rallied  to  its  support.  The  church  owes  Dr. 
McAllister  a  debt  of  gratitude  for  putting  in  form  for  preservation 
the  history  of  a  movement  which  has  for  its  specific  object  the  secur- 
ing of '  such  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as 
shall  suitably  express  our  national  acknowledgment  of  Almighty  God 
as  the  source  of  all  authority  in  civil  government;  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  as  the  Ruler  of  nations  and  of  his  revealed  will  as  the  supreme 
standard  to  decide  moral  issues  in  national  life,  and  thus  indicate  that 
this  is  a  Christian  nation  and  place  all  the  Christian  laws,  institution?, 
and  usages  of  the  government  on  an  undeniably  legal  basis  in  the 
fundamental  law  of  the  land/  " 


The  Hon.  William  Strong,  a  retired  Associate  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  died  at  Lake  Minnewaska,  New 
York,  on  Monday,  August  19th.  He  was  born  in  Somers,  Conu.,  in 
1808.  His  father  was  a  minister.  The  son  graduated  from  Yale  in 
1828,  and  studied  law  beginning  its  practice  in  1832,  at  Reading,  Pa. 
In  1857,  he  was  elected  a  Justice  of  the  State  Supreme  Court.  In 
1870  he  was  appointed  by  President  Grant,  a  Justice  of  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court.  In  1880  he  retired  under  the  provisions  of 
the  law,  allowing  retirement  on  full  pay  at  the  age  of  70. 

Judge  Strung  was  long  a  nil  in  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He 
was  identified  with  church  work,  and  often  a  delegate  to  the  General 
Assembly. 

The  notices  of  his  death  given  at  the  time  of  his  decease  do  not  give 
what  will  yet  redound  more  and  more  to  his  honor  as  time  goes  on.  He 
was  not  only  identified  with  the  American  Bible  Society  and  the 
American  Sabbath  School  Union,  as  the  vice  president  for  several 
years  ;  but  he  was  also  for  several  years  president  of  tha  National  Re 
form  Association  in  its  early  history,  when  it  stood  out  and  wrought 
specially  for  the  religious  amendment  of  the  United  States  Constitu- 
tion, to  acknowledge  God  as  the  source  of  authority  in  civil  govern- 
ment, the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  the  Ruler  of  nations*  and  the  Bible  as 
the  supreme  law.  This  endorsement  by  this  eminent  jurist  meant 
much  and  gave  strength  to  the  cause.  He  was  not  only  committed  to 
the  reforms  that  logically  lead  up  to  this  amendment,  but  to  the 
amendment  itself.     He  thus  belongs  to  that  noble  class  of  men  who 
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have  accepted  the  truth  that  Christ  has  a  right  to  the  allegiance  of 
of  the  nations.     u  Them  that  honor  me,  I  will  honor." 


What  is  the  function  of  officers  of  an  association  ?  What  is  the 
function  of  an  executive  committee  of  an  association  ?  These  are 
important  matters  for  us  these  days.  All  these  parties  act  under  in- 
structions. An  executive  committee  of  an  association  is  to  carry  out 
the  will  of  an  association. 

Now  what  have  we  had  in  two  years  ?  We  had  painful  disseusion 
in  our  church  in  1894,  because  officers  of  the  association  took  on 
themselves  to  propose  an  amendment  to  the  United  States  Constitution 
which  disregards  Article  II,  of  the  Constitution  of  the  National  Re- 
form Association,  which  reads  :  "  The  objects  of  this  society  shall 
be  *  *  *  to  secure  such  au  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  as  will  declare  the  nation's  allegiance  to  Jesus  Christ," 
etc.,  etc.  The  submitted  amendment  did  not  contain  this  acceptance 
of  Christ's  authority,  and  there  was  dissension  among  us  as  to  the 
sufficiency  or  insufficiency  of  what  was  proposed.  The  amendment 
fell  in  committee  at  Washington,  and  the  difficulty  was  removed. 

What  have  we  now  ?  Article  II,  of  the  National  Reform  Associa- 
tion reads :  "  The  objects  of  this  society  shall  be  to  maintain  existing 
Christian  features  in  the  American  government,  to  promote  needed 
reforms  in  the  action  of  the  government,  travelling  on  Sabbath,  the 
institution  of  the  family,  the  religious  element  in  education,  the  oaths, 
and  public  morality  as  affected  by  the  liquor  traffic  and  other  kindred 
evils ;  and  to  secure  such  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  as  will  declare  the  nation's  allegiance  to  Jesus  Christ, 
and  its  acceptance  of  the  moral  laws  of  the  Christian  religion,  and  so 
indicate  that  this  is  a  Christian  nation,  and  place  all  the  Christian 
laws,  institutions,  and  usages  of  our  government  on  an  undeniably  legal 
basis  in  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  land." — National  Reform 
Manual,  page  8. 

The  work  entered  on  anew  under  a  general  secretary  is  noted,  in 
our  last  number,  and  it  is  added  :  "  There  never  was  a  time  in  the 
history  of  this  land  when  the  obligation  to  present  the  claims  of  Jesus 
Christ  as  the  nation's  Saviour  and  King  was  more  necessary  than 
now."  The  executive  committee  met  July  23rd,  and  recommended 
the  following  as  the  local  constitution,  after  omitting  the  educative  pre- 
amble :     Article  I,  Name.     Article  II,  Objects. 

The  objects  of  this  organization  shall  be  to  unite  all  Christian  people 
who  favor  moral  reforms;  to  maintain  existing  features  in  the 
American  government ;  to  promote  needed  reforms  in  the  action  of 
the  government,  travelling  on  the  Sabbath,  the  institution  of  the 
family,  the  religious  elements  in  education,  the  oaths,  and  public 
morality  as  affected  by  the  liquor  traffic,  and  other  kindred  evils; 
and  to  secure  such  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  as  will  declare  the  nation's  relation  to  Jesus  Christy  &\\&  \te 
acceptance  of  the  moral  Jaws  of  the  Christian  Ye\\g\o\\,  wa&  \\\K\ca\fe 
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that  this  is  a  Christian  nation,  and  place  all  the  Christian  laws,  in- 
stitutions, and  usages  of  our  government  on  an  undeniably  legal  basis 
in  the  fundamental  law  of  the  land." 

Here  is  the  same  change  as  in  1894,  affecting  explicit  recognition 
of  the  authority  of  Christ.  One  might  even  join  this  organization 
who  holds  the  old  time  seceder  opinion,  that  civil  government  is  not 
among  the  "all  things"  put  under  Christ.  This  changing,  if  not 
stopped,  will  form  precedents  for  the  future.  The  association  may 
thus  in  time  be  taken  off  its  base  by  its  officers.  Such  things  have 
occurred,  and  may  yet  occur.  W. 


m  ♦♦■ 
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THIRD   QUARTER,    1895. 


LESSON     XI II. —September  29. 

REVIEW. 

Golden  Text  :  There  hath  not  failed  one  word  of  all  his  good 
promise,  which  he  promised  by  the  hand  of  Moses. — I.  Kings  8  :  56. 

The  lessons  for  the  third  quarter  have  been  taken  from  the  books 
of  Exodus,  Leviticus,  Numbers,  Deuteronomy  and  Joshua,  covering 
a  period  of  about  sixty-four  years,  from  B.  C.  1490  to  1426.  They 
relate  to  the  wanderings  in  the  wilderness,  the  conquest  of  Canaan 
and  its  occupation.  There  is  much  of  a  symbolical  character  in  the 
lessons,  and  much  relating  to  the  everyday  duties  of  life.  Many 
practical  truths  can  be  illustrated  and  enforced. 

Psalms  78;  5-8;  84:  4-7;  15. 

shorter  catechism. 
Ques.  61.  What  is  forbidden  in  the  j mirth  commandment? 
Ans.  The  fourth  commandment  forbiddeth  the  omission  or  care- 
less performance  of  the  duties  required,  and  the  profaning  the  day  by 
idleness,  or  doing  that  which  is  in  itself  sinful,  or  by  unnecessary 
thoughts,  words,  or  works,  about  our  worldly  employments  or  recrea- 
tions. 

♦ 

FOURTH    QUARTER,    1895. 


LESSON    I.— October  6. 

THE  TIME  OF  THE  JUDGES.- Judges  2: 1-12,  16. 

.  Golden   Text  :     The  Lord  raised  up  judges,  which   delivered 
them. — Judges  2:16. 

Joshua,  the  son  of  Nun,  of  the  tribe  of  Ephraim,  had  ministered 
to  Moses,  and  became  his  successor  as  the  leader  of  Israel.  But 
Joshua  when  advanced  in  life  was  unable  to  control  as  before,  and 
during  the  time  of  his  feebleness  evil  had  shown  itself,  Joshua 
24 :  23.  He  had  brought  the  people  to  a  renewal  of  their  covenant  at 
Shechem  and  the  account  of  the  24th  chapter  of  Joshua  is  in  con- 
nection with  this  chapter,  TW\t\\aoA&WAWu  weakened  by  their  in- 
clination to  sin,  their  takotttx&u   TV^V^^\\v^l^^\»^x^ft. 
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sees  completely  the  Canaanites,  and  they  now  annoyed  them.  This 
lesson  gives  a  general  account.  Joshua's  death  is  recounted,  as  in 
Joshua  24th  chapter.  The  obedience  of  the  nation  to  God  is  noted, 
during  the  days  oi  Joshua  and  the  elders,  who  were  of  his  generation 
and  had  seen  the  works  of  God  in  the  wilderness.  So  also  in  Joshua 
24th  chapter.  But  a  new  generation  arose,  who  had  not  seen  God's 
mighty  works,  and  they  were  disobedient,  and  became  idolatrous. 

I.  The  place,  Bochim.  The  word  is  from  a  root  meaning  to  weep. 
The  angel  who  led  the  people,  the  angel  of  the  covenant,  the 
Messiah,  reproved  the  people  and  pronounced  their  judgment,  in 
their  harassing  by  the  people  they  had  not  expelled.  Then  Israel 
wept.  II.  The  death  of  Joshua.  He  was  a  hundred  and  ten  years 
old.  About  him  gathered  godly  men  strong  in  faith,  and  they  did 
mighty  works.  He  was  buried  in  his  own  inheritance.  Psalm  12:1 
is  a  most  appropriate  prayer  here,  as  the  loss  of  Joshua  meant  so  much 
for  the  nation.  III.  Help  in  trouble.  The  people  sinned,  the  Lord 
gave  them  into  the  hands  of  their  enemies.  Then  they  cried  to  him. 
The  Lord  heard  and  sent  them  deliverers.  These  men  are  called  judges. 
Again  and  again  was  this  repeated.  So  in  the  107th  Psalm.  Such 
is  the  course  of  affairs  yet  with  the  people  of  God.  They  decline 
from  former  attainments,  God  divides  and  scatters  them,  they  seek 
him,  and  he  helps  them.  "  Blessed  is  the  man  thou  chastenest, 
Lord,  and  teachest  him  out  of  thy  law." 

Psalms  12  :  1-5  ;  107 :  39-41 ;  42,  43. 

shorter  catechism. 
Que*.  62.    What  are  the  reasons  annexed  to  the  fourth  commandment  f 
Ans.     The  reasons  annexed  to  the  fourth  commandment  are,  God's 
allowing  us  six  days  of  the  week  for  our  own  employments,  his  chal- 
lenging a  special  propriety  in  the  seventh,  his  own  example,  and  his 
blessing  the  Sabbath  day. 

LESSON  II.— October  13. 

THE  TKIUMPH  OF  GIDEON.-Jndges  7:  13-23. 

Golden  Text  :  Though  a  host  should  encamp  against  me,  my 
heart  shall  not  fear. — Psalm  27  :  3. 

Israel  was  oppressed  by  the  nations  on  every  side.  This  lesson 
tells  of  the  deliverance  from  Midian — a  great  host  from  the  east 
country,  beyond  Jordan.  They  covered  the  country — the  Plain  of 
Esdraelon. 

The  Lord  sifted  the  army  of  Gideon.  The  three  hundred,  eager 
for  battle,  earnest  men,  are  chosen  by  Gideon  from  the  rest.  God 
chooses  the  agents  to  accomplish  deliverance,  and  this  he  can  effect  by 
a  few  devoted  ones. 

Our  Lord  infuses  terror  into  the  large  host.  God  is  not  on  the 
side  of  the  strongest  battalions,  if  they  are  mighty  to  do  evil. 

The  simplest  means  used   in  the  way  of  obedience  are  sufficient  to 
rout  a  host.    All  these  considerations  bear  on  all  moral  warfare.    We 
are  very  apt  to  lose  sight  of  them.    Growth  in  numW  sumI  Tss«v*fc<$s& 
has  often  demoralized  an  organization. 
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Psalms  18:  40-47;   48-50;  27:  1-3. 

shorter  catechism. 

Qtics.  63.      Which  is  (he  fifth  commandment  f 

Ans.  The  fifth  commandment  is,  Honor  thy  father  and  thy 
mother ;  that  thy  days  may  be  long  upon  the  laud  which  the  Lord 
thy  God  giveth  thee. 

LESSON    III.— October    20. 

BITCH'S  CHOICi-Buth  1 :  14-22. 

Golden  Text  :  Thy  people  shall  be  my  people,  and  thy  God  my 
(JW.— Ruth  1:16. 

The  book  of  Ruth  comes  between  Judges  and  Samuel.  Its  story 
relates  to  the  time  of  the  judges,  and  links  itself  with  the  history  in 
Samuel  of  the  ancestry  of  David,  as  its  closing  verses  show.  It  is  a 
pleasing  revelation  of  the  power  of  religion  in  family  life  during  dark 
days,  when  much  irreligion  prevailed,  and  much  disorder,  "  when 
every  man  did  that  which  was  right  in  his  own  eyes."  The  whole 
book  should  be  read  with  this  lesson. 

Ruth,  a  Moabitess,  learned  of  the  true  God  in  this  Hebrew 
family.  The  exile  of  Naomi,  owing  to  the  famine,  had  borne  this 
fruit.  When  Naomi  would  return  to  Canaan,  the  testing  time  came. 
Ruth  chose  the  true  God,  as  her  God.  For  love  to  the  true  religion 
she  would  forsake  all  her  kindred,  her  country.  She  had  found  the 
pearl  of  great  price,  and  sold  all  she  had  and  bought  it.  Ruth  chose 
the  company  of  the  godly.  God  is  to  her  the  God  of  Naomi. 
Naomi  she  chooses,  as  her  companion.  She  will  not  separate 
from  her. 

Absent  from  home,  we  may  do  missionary  service.  A  Christian 
life  is  a  constant  exhortation  to  those  who  know  not  Christ.  The 
closest  earthly  ties  are  those  in  Christ. 

Psalms  107  :  1-7  ;  65 :  4  ;  45  :  10,  11. 

shorter  catechism. 

Que*.  64.      What  is  required  in  the  fifth  commandment  ? 

Ann.  The  fifth  commandment  requireth  the  preserving  the  honor, 
and  performing  the  duties,  belonging  to  every  one  in  their  several 
places  and  relations,  as  superiors,  inferiors,  or  equals. 


LESSON  IV.— October  27. 

THE  CHILD  SAMTJBL.-I.  Samuel  3:  1-13. 

Golden  Text  :  Speak,  Lord ;  for  thy  servant  heareih. — I. 
Samuel  3:9. 

The  first  book  of  Samuel  embraces  the  history  of  Israel  from  the 
birth  of  Samuel  to  the  death  of  Saul,  their  first  king.  The  former 
chapters  record  the  birth  of  Samuel,  the  wickedness  of  the  sons  of 
Eli,  and  the  doom  pronounced  on  the  house  of  Eli  by  a  man  of  God, 
a  prophet.  The  child,  Samuel,  received  a  revelation  from  God,  in  a 
<hiy  when  it  was  not  fvec\v\£ttV.  TUete  was  no  "  open  vision."  The 
prophetic  vision  was  not  ^t«A  Awowi^Va't^wt^  ^*s>  \s\\^\\  oorrup- 
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tion.  Samuel  received  from  God  a  revelation  such  as  Eli  had  re- 
ceived from  a  prophet,  chapter  2 :  27-36,  of  sore  judgment  on  Eli's 
house  on  account  of  the  sins  of  his  sous  and  his  indulgence. 

What  the  record  of  the  piety  of  Hannah  has  done  for  pious 
mothers,  in  dedicating  their  children  to  God  ! 

What  sorrow  and  judgment  graceless  children  have  brought  even 
to  good  parents,  foolishly  indulgent  to  them  ! 

Wicked  parents  are  not  only  judged  themselves  but  they  involve 
their  families  in  affliction. 

The  Lord  passes  by  the  proud  and  rebellious,  and  even  the  aged 
weak  saint,  and  reveals  his  word  to  a  child. 

Psalms  131 ;  128 :  3-5 ;  132 :  12-16. 

shorter  catechism. 

Que*.  65.      What  is  forbidden  in  the  fifth  commandment? 

Ans.  The  fifth  commandment  forbiddeth  the  neglecting  of,  or 
doing  anything  agaiust,  the  honor  and  duty  which  belongeth  to  every 
one,  in  their  several  places  and  relations. 


Register  of   Baptisms, 


NAME. 


} 


William  Wenkhous 

Alvina  Wenkhous 

Hilda  Gertrude  Peters. 

Geneva  Grace  Stewart.. 

Miriam  Elizabeth) 
Doddft ) 

Robert  Henry  Lytle 

Mary  Wenkhous 

Kdward  Wenkhous 

George  Wenkhous 

Martnaretta    Under 
hill  Suowden 

Sarah  Lnlu  Porter 

MandeElizabeth  Porter 

Scott   Glasgow    Mc- 
Kinnis 

Jennie  McKinnis. 

Sarah      Gertrude) 
Snowden \ 

Baton.  Oliver  Snowden. 

II  at  tie  Malisaa  Snow- ) 
deu / 

Bermond  Wenkhous ... 

Jennie  Florence  Gra- 
ham  • 

Alice    Blanche    Mc- 
Kinnis  y 

Minnie   Pearl   Mc- 
Kinnis   ; 

Bertha  Rebecca  Mc- 
Kinnis  / 

Laura  McKinnis , 

Gertrude  McKinnis 

Ague*     Susan    Alta  ( 
Kil  patrick s 

Miriam     Martbauna ) 
Opie  Glasgow s 

John  McCormick) 
Mitchell i 

Orrille  Eugene  Win-  j 
tare S 

Mary  Louisa  Reed 


PA  BENTS. 


Adult 

Adult 

Adult 

Homer  0.  &  Sarah  A, 

John  B.  &  Era  L 


WHEN  BORN. 


Joseph  B.  k  Maggie  I. 

Adult 

Adult 

Adult 


Adult. 

Adult. 
Adult. 


Scott  &  Mary  K. 


«< 


Martharetta  U. 


Richard  &  Mary....... 

Wm.  G.  &  Elizabeth. 


Scott  &  Mary  E. 


<< 


«« 
<< 

4< 


Rev.  Alex.  &  Ella  D... 
Rev.  W.  M.  &  Eliz'h  D. 
James  T.  &  Nettie  F... 


John  W.  &  Nancy  E... 
MelvilleT.AMatildaJI. 


Feb.  II,  '95. 
June  24, '03. 


WHKK 
BAPTIZED. 

COKORSQA- 
TION. 

MINISTER. 

June  30/94. 

i| 

1st  Beaver 

Falls..   . 

W. 

M 

.  Glasgow. 
<• 

II 

it 

•< 

July  22,  '94. 

<i 

<« 

Nov.  3,  '94.. 
May  4,  '95.. 

4i 

<t 
«« 
«« 

«« 
<« 

(1 

a 

it 

II 

i< 

i< 

II 

«< 

ii 

1* 

«i 

ii 

«t 

«< 

ii 

<« 

i< 

ii 

II 

u 

<f 

II 

a 

«i 

II 

i< 

<« 

<« 

a 

i< 

<< 

« 

ii 

May  12,  '90. 

i« 

ll 

(i 

it 

II 

•< 

»t 

ii 

« 

u 

II 

a 

t« 

il 

May  26,  '05. 

Union...... 

II 

Aug.  ll,»P5. 

1st  Beaver 
Falls.. 

W 

.P. 

Johnston. 
i« 

May  2C,  '96. 

New  Concord. 

J. 

M. 

Faris. 

July  21, '95. 

B.AM.BMBr. 

I3* 

\&.  VLtAsaax... 
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Mrs.  Mart  Ann  Forsyth,  was  the  oldest  daughter  born  to  Samuel  and 
Maria  Irwin  near  to  Bally ness,  County  Derry,  Ireland,  in  the  year  1826.  Born 
of  Christian  parents  and  surrounded  with  religious  influences  from  infancy,  ihe 
early  in  life  professed  her  faith  in  Christ  as  her  Saviour  and  associated  henelf 
with  his  people,  uniting  with  the  Covenanter  congregation  of  Broad  Laoe, 
Ireland,  about  the  year  1844.  On  June  6,  1846,  she  was  married  to  Robert 
Forsyth,  a  member  of  the  same  congregation.  On  July  17,  1850,  she  with  her 
husband  and  two  children  landed  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  where  she  con- 
tinued to  live  contented  and  happy  till  the  day  of  her  death,  which  occurred 
July  7,  1895.  In  many  respects  Mrs.  Forsyth  was  a  notable  woman.  In  the 
church  she  was  a  pillar,  especially  in  the  3rd  congregation  of  the  Covenanter 
Church  in  Philadelphia,  of  which  she  had  the  honor  and  privilege  of  being  a 
charter  member.  She  desired  to  spend  and  be  spent  in  the  service  of  the  Lord. 
She  devoted  her  early  years  to  him,  and  manifested  her  love  for  his  name  by 
patient  continuance  in  well  doing.  In  society  she  was  pleasant  and  genial,  so 
that  her  society  was  sought  even  t  y  the  young.  In  the  home  she  was  in  every 
sense  a  wife  and  mother;  affectionate,  sympathetic  and  hospitable  above  measure. 
There  was  a  place  in  her  heart  and  in  her  home  for  all  who  were  worthy  and 
especially  for  the  ministers  of  Christ,  many  of  whom  have  received  her  cordial 
welcome  and  enjoyed  her  bouutiful  hospitality.  But  she  is  gone  from  us  now, 
wearied  with  the  toil  of  many  years  she  has  gone  to  rest;  her  work  is  finished; 
she  has  received  the  reward.  In  the  full  assurance  of  hope  she  fell  asleep.  A 
husband  of  more  than  four  score  years,  three  sons  and  four  daughters,  grand- 
oihldren  and  great  grandchildren,  aud  a  multitude  of  relatives  and  friends  moan 
for  her.  But  we  do  not  mourn  for  her  as  those  who  have  no  hope.  If  for  her  to 
live  was  Christ,  to  die  was  gain,  therefore  we  comfort  ourselves  with  the 
blessed  assurance  of  a  happy  reunion  in  the  world  to  come. 

"  The  kindred  tie  that  bound  us  here, 
Though  rent  apart  with  many  a  tear, 
Shall  be  renewed  in  Heaven."  R.  C.  M. 

The  members  of  the  Bible  class  of  Brookland  Sabbath  School,  would  pay  a 
loving  tribute  to  the  memory  of  William  Benningbr  Boyd,  who  died  May  13, 
1895,  in  his  21st  year.  The  deceased  was  a  son  of  Mr.  S.  J.  Boyd.  He  had  an 
attack  of  the  typhoid  fever  in  January,  and  while  his  life  at  times  was  despaired 
of,  yet  God  caused  him  to  recover  sufficiently  to  once  more  wait  upon  him  in  the 
ordinances  of  his  house.  Hope  had  again  spread  her  wings  but  ouly  to  be  with- 
drawn, as  he  was  suddenly  stricken  down  with  that  fatal  disease— diabetes. 
His  last  sickness  consisted  of  but  a  few  days,  when  God  came  in  his  youth  and 
called  him  home.  In  early  life  he  had  made  a  profession  of  his  faith.  He  lived 
a  consistent  life,  being  punctual  in  the  attendance  of  all  the  ordinances.  He 
was  a  faithful  son,  a  kind  and  loving  brother,  a  true  and  honest  friend. 
God  has  decided  his  usefulness  was  not  to  be  on  earth  but  in  heaven. 
When  asked  if  he  would  like  to  live,  he  said  :  "I  have  a  great 
many  good  friends,  if  it  is  the  Lord's  will,  1  would  like  to 
get  better;  but  I  am  not  afraid  to  die.*'  We  miss  this  choice  young  man  from 
among  us  but  his  example  of  patience,  faith,  courage  and  love  will  long  be 
remembered.  He  sleeps,  but  he  shall  awake.  "Mark  the  perfect  and  behold 
the  upright,  for  the  latter  end  of  that  man  is  peace.' ' 

Resolved  1.     That    in   the  death   of  our  dear  brother  whom   we  loved  and 
respected,  we  recognize  the  hand  of  God. 

2.  That  although  his  seat  is  vacant  here,  he  has  gone  to  be  with  Jesus,  where 
he  will  await  our  coining  and  we  will  again  be  reunited. 

3.  That  in  the  life  of  our  young  brother,  we  learn  the  lesson  of  early  cob* 
sedation  to  God  and  devotion  to  his  service. 

4.  That  in  our  sorrow  we  tender  our  sympathy  to  the  home  loved  ones  and 
commend  them  to  the  loving  care  of  our  heavenly  Father. 

Jennie  Walker,  } 


Sara  M'Elroy,  >  OommM* 

K^fcL  V.  Armstrong.  ) 


"V 
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Daniel  McCaughan,  M.  D.,  was  born  in  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  January 
39,  1829,  and  died  in  Morning  Sun,  Iowa,  June  9, 1895,  aged  66  years,  4  months 
ind  10  day 8.  His  father  emigrated  to  America  with  his  family  in  1835.  Two 
fears  were  spent  in  Ohio,  alter  which  the  family  located  near  Bloomington, 
[ndiana.  There  the  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood  and  received  his 
jterary  education.  He  graduated  from  the  Miami  Medical  College  of  Cincinnati, 
in  1856.  He  located  that  year  as  a  physician  and  surgeon  in  Morning  Sun,  and 
continued  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  the  same  place  until  compelled  to 
sease  because  of  failing  health.  He  was  married  May  5,  1857,  to  Miss  M.  E. 
Montgomery,  who,  with  live  children,  still  survives.  Dr.  McCaughan  was  of 
Covenanter  ancestry.  He  made  a  profession  of  faith  in  Blooraing- 
lon  congregation  in  early  life;  was  a  member  of  Sharon  congre- 
gation from  1856  to  1873,  and  of  Morning  Sun  congregation  from  its 
organization  until  his  death.  He  was  always  loyal  to  his  profession,  faithful  in 
attendance  on  all  ordinances,  social  and  public,  and  liberal  in  support  of  the 
church.  Few  are  more  sensible  of  the  faults  and  infirmities  of  their  lives  than 
he  was,  and  few  attain  to  a  surer  hope.  Among  his  death-bed  testimonies  is 
this  :  "  I  have  been  a  great  sinner,  but  I  am  sure  my  sins  are  forgiven."  He 
was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  knowledge  of  the  scriptures  and  of  its 
doctrines.  He  was  long  identified  with  the  Sabbath  School,  served  for  a  time 
us  superintendent  and  many  years  as  a  teacher.  When  asked  by  his  successor  a 
few  hours  before  death:  "  Have  you  any  message  for  your  old  class?"  his 
uiswer,  twice  repeated  was:  "  Search  the  scriptures."  Addressing  the  teacher 
he  added:  "Oh!  be  earnest  and  diligent  and  faithful  in  your  work  and 
remember  you  must  give  an  account."  When  dying  he  was  asked:  "  Where 
is  your  faith  now?"  Unable  to  speak  he  pointed  upward.  Soon  after  he  fell 
isleep.  Com. 

Mr8.  Robert  H.  O'Neill,  died  at  Grants-Pass,  Oregon,  July  18,  1895.  Her 
maiden  name  was  Agnes  Isabella  George.  Her  father  was  Michael  George;  her 
mother  a  sinter  of  the  late  Rev.  Robert  Hutcheson,  D.  D.  Deceased  was  born 
in  Logan  county,  Ohio,  February  25,  1865.  United  with  the  church  at  Rushsyl- 
rania,  during  the  pastorate  of  her  uncle  Rev.  H.  H.  George.  With  her  parents 
ihe  removed  in  1880  to  Mansfield,  Ohio;  was  married  September  14, 1887,  to  R. 
9.  O'Neill,  son  of  Edward  O'Neill  (deceased)  of  New  York.  Being  dead  Mrs. 
D'Neill  yet  speaks.  A  kind  and  loving  wife;  a  tender  and  affectionate  mother; 
i  sister  greatly  beloved.  A  zealous  active  member  of  the  church  in  Mansfield, 
Dhio.  Her  sweet  amiable  disposition  won  the  love  and  esteem  of  a  large  circle 
it  friends.  She  died  at  Grants  Push,  Oregon,  whither  she  had  removed  with  her 
msband.  What  are  the  lessons  of  the  providence  ?  There  is  no  flower  in 
Christ's  garden  too  beautiful  and  fragrant  for  the  Master  to  gather  for  his 
garland  in  glory.  No  life  too  useful  to  be  called  to  lay  down  its  burden  and 
inter  eternal  life.  No  time  so  precious  we  cannot  exchange  it  for  eternity.  No 
oved  ones  so  dear  we  cannot  bid  them  farewell  and  enter  the  glorious  fellow- 
ship of  Heaven.  "  Be  ye  also  ready,  for  in  such  an  hour  as  ye  think  not  the 
km  of  Man  cometh."  To  the  bereaved  husband  and  little  motherless  Edward 
aid  Harold ;  to  her  brothers  and  sisters  and  friends,  the  church  will  extend 
ier  sympathies.    4<  O  death  where  is  thy  sting  I "  R.  J.  Gault. 

Mrs.  Maggie  Canon,  only  daughter  of  James  and  Nancy  Piper,  died 
suddenly  at  her  home  near  Oakdale,  III.,  February  19,  1895.  She  leaves  a 
sorrowing  husband  and  three  sons  and  two  daughters  to  mourn  her  loss.  She 
was  born  December  15,  1857,  and  was  married  to  Mr.  John  Canon,  of  Stanton, 
August  15,  1883.  She  was  a  woman  of  cheerful  and  loving  disposition,  and 
prannly  attached  to  the  religion  of  her  Saviour.  During  her  short  yet  severe 
lickness,  she  was  never  heard  to  complain.  Her  greatest  thought  seemed  to  be 
for  her  children.  So  anxious  was  she  that  they  should  early  in  life  be  taught  the 
ways  of  Jesus,  that  every  Sabbath  afternoon  and  evening,  she  was  diligent  in 
teaching  them  the  Shorter  Catechism  and  psalms.  Even  her  last  Sabbath  here, 
conscious,  it  seemed,  that  her  time  was  short,  she  listened  to  them  repeat  psalms 
Md  sang  with  them  the  portions  which  they  had  committed.  Such  training 
*anot  be  without  its  effect  and  we  look  forward  to  the  time  when  these  little 
*°es  shall  follow  out  their  mother's  advice  and  make  a  profession  ol  W\*yl  ta&ta. 
0  Jesus.  The  aged  father  and  mother,  husband  and  cVriYdtfew,  Yah*  \ta& 
J***pathy  of  a  large  circle  of  friends  in  the  county.  "  tt\ea&e<l  ax*  \iifc  (tesA^Vtf* 
•  in  the  Lord.  Cqu, 
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Resolutions  on  the  death  of  elder  James  Boyd,  by  the  session  of  Hickory 
Grove  Session,  Iowa: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  our  heavenly  Father  to  remove  by  death  James 
Boyd,  November  2,  1893,  who  for  a  number  of  years  was  a  brother  elder  in  the 
church. 

Retolved  1.  That  we  as  a  session  express  our  appreciation  of  the  earnest 
Christian  life  of  the  deceased,  although  not  associated  closely  with  us  by  reason 
of  distance  and  the  infirmities  of  age,  yet  he  showed  zeal  for  God's  house. 

2.  That  we  recognize  in  this  the  hand  of  God,  who  has  loosed  him  from  the 
bonds  of  trial  and  infirmity,  and  bow  to  his  will. 

3.  That  we  tender  our  sympathy  to  the  bereaved  children  and  pray  that  this 
providence  of  God  may  be  sanctified  to  them  and  to  us  and  that  we  may  receire 
the  warning  and  its  lessons.  G.  R.  McBurnet,  Mod. 

William  Huston, 
Y.  R.  Cady, 
D.  C.  Nichol. 

Mus.  Sarah  Willson,  of  Sharon,  Iowa.,  was  found  dead  in  bed  Saturday 
morning,  May  18,  1895.  She  had  been  engaged  in  her  usual  household  duties 
the  day  before.  When  the  children  retired  they  left  their  mother  sitting  reading 
in  usual  health.  What  a  shock  the  next  morning  when  they  came  in  from  their 
morning  chores  to  find  her  lifeless!  A  committee  of  the  L.  M.  Society,  consisting 
of  Mrs.  M.  A.  Elliott,  Mrs.  C.  M.  Robb  and  Miss  Lizzie  Reid,  prepared 
resolutions  expressive  of  the  esteem  in  which  their  departed  member  was  held, 
in  which  they  "testify  to  the  bright,  cheerful,  Christian  character  alway* 
maintained  by  our  sister  which  endeaied  her  to  a  large  circle  of  friend*  and 
acquaintances  as  well  as  to  the  membership  of  the  church  of  which  she  was  a 
constant  member;  and  tender  our  prayers  and  sympathy  to  the  bereaved  friendi 
and  especially  to  the  five  sons,  now  left  without  father  or  mother;  and  commend 
them  to  the  care  of  a  covenant  keeping  God." 

Mrs.  Jane  Martin,  wife  of  William  O.  Martin,  died  January  7,  1895,  of 
paralysis,  aged  about  75  years.  She  was  born  in  Drummond,  County  Antrim, 
Ireland,  and  emigrated  to  America  with  her  brother  John  Sharp,  and  son, 
James  Sharp  and  Peter  Sharp  being  here.  They  came  to  Bear  Run  branch  of 
Salem  congregation,  Rev.  R.  J.  Dodds  being  pastor  of  the  congregation.  They 
were  all  very  intelligent  church  members.  They  have  all  gone  to  their  reward. 
u Blessed  are  the  dead  that  die  in  the  Lord  from  henceforth:  yea,  saitli  the 
Spirit,  that  they  may  rest  from  their  labours;  and  their  works  do  follow  them." 
We  ask  God's  blessing  in  copious  showers  on  the  bereaved  husband  who  is 
helpless.  Resolutions  were  adopted,  drawn  up  by  a  committee  consisting  of 
Mrs.  N.  E.  McFarland,  Mrs.  Lizzie  Pollock,  Mrs.  Jennie  Fry  and  Miss  M.  B. 
Herbison.  Margery  Beckett,  Prut. 

Miss  Isabella  Patterson,  a  member  of  Morning  Sun  congregation, 
departed  this  life  July  21,  1895,  aged  88  years,  7  months  and  9  days.  She  was 
born  in  Allegheny  county,  Pa.  Several  years  of  her  life  were  spent  in  Ohio, 
but  for  forty- three  years  she  was  a  resident  of  Morning  Sun.  She  united  in 
early  life  with  the  Associate  Church,  but  acceded  to  the  Covenanters  about  forty 
years  ago.  Twenty -live  years  ago  her  sight  went  from  her,  and  later  she 
became  very  dull  of  hearing.  For  years  she  was  confined  to  her  home  by  bodily 
afflictions  and  the  infirmities  of  years,  yet,  through  all  her  trials,  was  noted  for 
her  patience  and  submission  to  the  will  of  God.  The  key  noto  of  her  life  is 
found  in  her  favorite  psalm : 

"I  waited  for  the  Lord  my  God, 

And  patiently  did  bear,"  etc.  Com. 

Alexander  McAhon,  born  near  Kilrea,  County  Derry,  Ireland,  and  for 
many  years  a  member  of  the  3rd  Reformed  Presbyterian  congregation  in 
Philadelphia,  died  July  18,  1895.  For  many  years  he  had  been  a  sufferer,  bat 
at  last  death  came  to  his  relief.  His  faith  in  Christ  as  his  Saviour  was  strong, 
he  had  no  fear  of  death  and  the  end  was  peaceful.  "  Blessed  are  the  dead  that 
die  in  the  Lord."  May  the  God  of  all  consolation  comfort  and  sustain  the 
sorrowing  widow  and  all  who  mourn  with  her.  R.  C.  M. 
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THE    GIFT  OP  SPIRITUAL   POWER  AND  ITS  USE.* 


But  ye  sball  receive  power,  after  that  the  Holy  Ghost  is  come  upon  you  ;  and 
ye  shall  be  witnesses  unto  me  both  in  Jerusalem,  and  in  all  Judea,  and  in  Sa- 
maria, and  unto  the  uttermost  part  of  the  earth. — Acts  1 :8. 

While  these  words  were  sounding  in  the  ears  of  the  disciples,  Jesus 
was  taken  up  into  heaven.  They  had  been  with  him  more  than  three 
years,  receiving  his  instructions,  imbibing  the  influences  of  his  pres- 
ence, feeling  the  inspiration  of  his  example,  beholding  his  miracles 
and  glory,  and  enjoying  his  personal  care :  yet  on  the  night  of  the 
betrayal  they  were  weak  men.  The  temptation  that  then  arose  scat- 
tered them  like  leaves  before  the  wind. 

Fifty  days  afterward  they  were  able  to  meet  duty  with  its  obliga- 
tions, Satan  with  his  temptations,  and  the  world  with  its  persecutions ; 
"  able  to  tread  on  serpents,  and  scorpions,  and  over  all  the  power  of 
the  enemy.  "  What  made  the  difference  ?  The  baptism  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  received  on  the  day  of  Pentecost. 

We  therefore  deduce  this  spiritual   lesson  :       The    Christian    is 

Qualified  for  life's  responsibilities  only  by  the  baptism  of  the  Holy 
Uiost. 
1.  Consider  the  gift  of  spiritual  power  as  it  is  distinguished  from 
regeneration. 

The  Christian  who  is  devoted  to  the  Lord  will  find  his  life  marked 
by  two  notable  events — regeneration  and  consecration  ;  the  time  when 
the  soul  was  born  of  the  Spirit,  and  the  time  when  it  was  filled  with 
the  Spirit.  There  is  power  to  live,  and  there  is  power  to  serve.  The 
one  may  succeed  the  other,  and  differ  from  the  other  as  the  infant 
differs  from  the  strong  man,  or  the  acorn  from  the  oak. 

The  soul  enters  into  each  of  these  conditions  under  the  mighty  op- 
eration of  the  Spirit.  In  the  former  he  vivifies  it,  restoring  life ;  in 
the  latter  he  fills  it  with  power,  qualifying  for  energetic,  systematic 
and  persevering  labor  in  the  Lord. 

♦Delivered  by  Rev.  J.  C.  McFeeters,  Retiring  Moderator  of  the  Synod  of 
the  R.  P.  Church,  at  Denver,  Col.,  on  June  6,  1895. 
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In  some  persons  these  experiences  are  scarcely  separated  in  time,  as 
with  Paul.  Again,  one  follows  the  other  after  the  lapse  of  years,  as 
with  the  disciples.  Again,  many  live  a  lifetime  without  the  gift  of 
power,  without  practical  knowledge  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  having  a 
spiritual  existence,  yet  little  energy  in  God's  service. 

Between  these  periods,  while  there  may  be  an  increase  of  knowl- 
edge and  some  religious  ex perience,  devotion  to  the  Lord  may  be  as 
an  ember  covered  with  its  »*Yn  ashes.  The  disciples,  after  years  of 
discipleship  with  Jesus,  showed*great  weakness  on  the  night  of  the 
betrayal ;  they  were  void  of  heroic  life.as  infauts;  their  power  of  en- 
durance utterly  failed. 

The  enduement  of  spiritual  power  may  be  sudden  as  the  bestow- 
ment  of  spiritual  life.  The  new  birth  is  in  a  moment;  the  infusion 
of  full  power  may  be  in  a  moment.  The  examples  of  Scripture  show 
that  it  is  often  instantaneous.  Paul  under  the  Holy  Ghost  learned 
what  he  ought  to  do,  and  from  that  moment  jcarried  the  conscious- 
ness that  he  had  nothing  to  do  except  his  Lord's  will.  The  disciples, 
after  ten  days'  conference  and  prayer,  felt  the  iurushing  of  fiery  en- 
ergy, and  immediately  began  the  work  of  lite.  The  Christians  at 
Ephesus,  who  had  not  yet  heard  that  there  was  a  Holy  Ghost,  after 
hearing,  were  transformed  into  enthusiastic  prophets  and  zealous 
workers.  Sudden  as  the  wind  which  comes  from  whence  no  one  can 
tell,  as  the  lightning  that  shoots  from  the  storm  aiid  illuminates  the 
darkness,  as  the  sunburst  that  breaks  from  the  clouds  and  gilds  the 
landscape  with  gold  :  so  may  be  the  rushing  of  spiritual  power  into 
the  soul  that  opens  up  to  receive  the  Holy  Ghost. 

2.  Consider  the  efficiency  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  communicate  spirit- 
ual power. 

All  power  resides  in  the  Godhead.  The  Triune  God  is  the  Al- 
mighty. The  Holy  Spirit  is  the  person  who  brings  this  power  into 
operation,  employing  it  throughout  the  universe,  according  to  the 
original  and  unchangeable  design.  "By  his  Spirit  he  hath  garnished 
the  heavens."  The  motion,  grandeur,  utility,  harmony  and  continu- 
ance of  the  orbs  that  fill  the  heavens  are  by  the  Spirit;  likewise  the 
restless  energy  that  stirs  the  sea,  moves  the  air,  radiates  the  light, 
clothes  the  forests  and  fields  with  white  and  green  and  varying  tints, 
is  by  the  same  Person.  "  Thou  sendest  forth  thy  Spirit,  they  are 
created  ;  and  thou  renewest  the  face  of  the  earth.  "  In  the  spiritual 
world  his  energy  must  exceed  in  gloriousness,  as  far  as  the  spiritual 
exceeds  the  material.  It  must  have  been  the  sound  of  the  rushing, 
ceaseless  energy  of  the  Spirit  in  the  spiritual  kingdom  that  fell  upon 
the  ears  of  the  prophet  when  he  heard  "  the  voice  of  a  great  rushing, 
saying,  blessed  be  the  glory  of  the  Lord  from  his  place. 

The  Holy  Spirit  is  given  freely  and  in  the  fullness  of  his  power. 
"  I  will  pour  out  my  Spirit  upon  thy  seed,  and  my  blessing  upon  thy 
offspring."  He  comes  when  sent ;  is  sent  when  asked  ;  and  he  ever 
comes  in  the  infinitude  of  his  resources.  The  believer  upon  whom 
the  Spiiit  of  God  rests  in  answer  to  consecration  prayers  is  over- 
shadowed with  the  power  of  the  Almighty. 
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Various  symbols  are  employed  in  Scripture  to  illustrate  the  suffi- 
ciency and  readiness  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  fill  the  church  with  divine 
power,  and  her  members  with  zeal  and  irresistible  energy.  Water  is 
thus  employed;  the  Spirit  is  given  to  the  believer  as  a  cup  of  water, 
filled  from  the  snow-fed  streams  of  Lebanon,  when  he  only  desires  a 
•*  cup  ;  "  as  a  well  of  living  water  springing  up  in  his  heart  unto  ever- 
lasting life,  when  he  desires  a  "  well ; "  as  rivers  overflowing  all  their 
banks,  and  mingling  their  crystal  currents,  forming  a  broad,  deep, 
strong  stream  of  holy  life,  which  none  can  measure  or  fathom,  when 
he  desires  the  Spirit  as  "  rivers."  The  wind  is  used  as  a  symbol  of 
the  Holy  Spirit ;  he  comes  not  merely  as  a  breath,  or  a  succession  of 
breaths,  but  is  free,  pervasive,  extensive  and  inexhaustible  as  the  at- 
mosphere in  which  man  lives,  moves  and  has  his  being.  Light  is 
used  as  a  symbol ;  the  Holy  Ghost  is  the  great  radiator  shedding 
illumination  everywhere  and  continuously,  enfolding  the  praying  soul 
in  the  bosom  of  his  brightness,  as  the  sun  enfolds  our  planet  within 
its  light,  and  carries  it  ever  in  the  very  heart  of  its  radiant  beams. 

3.  Consider  the  means  to  be  used  for  obtaining  spiritual  power. 

Prayer  is  the  only  means  that  seems  essential.  "  If  ye  then,  being 
evil,  know  how  to  give  good  gifts  unto  your  children  ;  how  much 
more  shall  your  Heavenly  Father  give  the  Holy  Spirit  to  them  that 
ask  him  ?"  The  means  implies  certain  conditions  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  the  possession  of  holy  power.  Let  us  notice  a  few  of  these 
conditions: 

First  condition :  Union  with  Christ  The  branch  will  be  full  of 
vitality,  clothed  with  foliage,  loaded  with  fruit,  only  on  condition  that 
it  remain  in  living  union  with  the  tree.  Faith  forms  the  vital  union 
between  Christ  and  the  believer. 

Second  condition  :  Knowledge  of  the  word.  The  electric  car  will 
move  along  its  track  only  if  it  have  proper  machinery  to  which  the 
current  of  power  may  be  conducted  from  the  wire.  Knowledge  of 
the  Bible  is  the  machinery  upon  which  divine  power  operates,  and  it 
can  be  kept  perfect  only  by  daily  study. 

Third  condition  :  Connection  with  the  church.  The  plant  out  of 
soil  will  not  grow.  The  roots  must  strike  deep  into  rich  loam  to  pro- 
duce flowers  and  fruit.  The  church  is  the  field  in  which  God's  plants 
grow.  Only  when  rooted  in  that  field  will  they  have  the  vitality  that 
sends  beauty,  fragrance  and  fruittulness  to  the  tips  of  the  branches. 

Fourth  condition  :  Purpose  of  fidelity.  The  ship  that  is  likely  to 
sink  will  not  be  freighted  with  gold.  The  person  known  to  meditate 
treason  will  not  be  entrusted  with  power.  John  says  that  there  were 
who  believed  on  Jesus  to  whom  he  would  not  trust  himself.  How 
can  he  confide  the  precious  gift  of  holy  power,  except  where  pure  mo- 
tives govern  the  heart  ? 

Fifth  condition :  Living  in  harmony  with  believers.  The  limb 
that  is  severed  from  the  body  can  have  no  power ;  disjointed  parts 
are  utterly  helpless.  Members  that  live  out  of  joint  with  other  mem- 
bers of  the  church,  by  envy,  strife,  indolence,  undue  humility,  self- 
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satisfaction  or  other  cause,  are  incapable  of  receiving  power  from  the 
Head,  which  is  Christ. 

Sixth  condition :  Obedience  to  the  laws  of  spiritual  life.  The 
Holy  Spirit  operates  according  to  recognized  laws.  His  energy  in  the 
vegetable  world  is  seen  in  the  field  without  plow,  seed  or  fence.  There 
are  tufts  of  grass,  but  no  harvest.  Let  the  field  be  fenced,  worked, 
seeded,  watered,  and,  lo,  a  bountiful  harvest.  He  operates  according 
to  known  laws  upon  corn,  wheat  and  oats;  likewise  he  operates  in  the 
spiritual  world,  giving  a  golden  harvest  to  them  who  obey  the  laws 
of  spiritual  culture  and  growth. 

[to  be  continued  ] 


THE    EXCELLENCE    OF    THE    PSALMS.* 


BY  PROP.    D.    B.    WILLSON. 


(Continued  from  page  802.) 

I  pass  now  to  the  lid  htad,  to  speak  of  the  Contents  of  the 
Psalms — how  full  are  they  of  the  truth  of  God  1 

This  is  the  secret  of  their  excellence,  with  their  marvelous  adapta- 
tion to  the  human  soul. 

Martin  Luther  called  the  Book  of  Psalms  Parva  Biblia — the  little 
Bible.  Paul  Gerhard  said  :  "  The  Psalms  are  a  theater,  where  God 
allows  us  to  behold  both  himself  and  his  works ;  a  most  pleasant 
green  field  ;  a  vast  garden,  where  we  see  all  manner  of  flowers ;  a 
paradise  where  we  see  the  most  delicious  flowers  and  fruits  ;  a  great 
sea,  in  which  are  hid  costly  pearls;  a  heavenly  school,  in  which  we 
have  God  for  our  teacher  ;  a  compend  of  all  Scripture  ;  a  mirror  oi 
divine  grace,  reflecting  the  love  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  and  the 
auatomy  of  our  souls. "  Thirteen  hundred  years  before  Gerhard, 
Ambrose,  the  Bishop  of  Milan,  had  said :  "  Although  all  divine 
Scripture  breathes  the  grace  of  God,  yet  sweet  beyond  all   others  is 

the   Book   of   Psalms History    instructs,  the   law  teaches, 

prophecy  announces,  rebuke  chastens,  morality  persuades;  in  the 
Book  of  Psalms  we  have  the  fruit  of  all  these,  and  a  kind  of  medi- 
cine for  the  salvation  of  man What  is  more  delightful  than 

a  Psalm?  It  is  the  benediction  of  the  people,  the  praise  of  God,  the 
thanksgiving  of  the  multitude,  the  voice  of  the  church,  the  harmoni- 
ous confession  of  our  faith.  " 

Herein  have  we  set  forth  in  strains  of  poetry  the  greatness  of  God, 
his  glorious  attributes,  the  folly  of  idolatry,  the  creative  work  of  God, 
man's  sin  and  fall,  God's  providential  care,  the  Spirit's  guidance,  the 
waywardness  of  the  wicked,  the  judgments  of  God,  the  incarnation, 
the  saving  work  of  Christ,  his  three-fold  office  as  the  Redeemer  of 
men,  his  suffering  even  to  death,  his  resurrection,  his  glorious  ascen- 
sion. 

I  would  speak  more  fully  of  Christ  in  the  Psalms.  I  haye  already 
referred  to  the  question  of  Jesus  as  to  David's  Son  and  Lord.    The 

*  Opening  Lecture  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  Allegheny,  Pa.,  Sept.  17, 1895. 
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same  110th  Psalm,  whose  first  verse  our  Saviour  thus  employed,  fur- 
nished to  the  writer  of  the  Hebrews  a  text  which  occupies  a  most  im- 
portant section  of  that  epistle  :  "  Thou  art  a  priest  forever  after  the 
order  of  Melchisedec*  In  the  verse  before,  he  had  quoted  the  second 
Psalm,  as  previously  in  chapter  1st :  "  Thou  art  my  Son,  this  day 
have  I  begotten  thee.  "  The  same  first  chapter  has  references  also  to 
the  89th,  the  102d,  the  104th  and  the  110th  Psalms.  On  the  day 
our  Saviour  rose  from  the  dead,  two  discouraged  disciples  were  making 
their  way  to  Emmaus.  Jesus  joined  himself  to  them,  and  first  of  all 
instructed  them.  Asking  them,  "  Ought  not  Christ  to  have  suffered 
these  things,  and  to  enter  into  his  glory  ?"  he  began  at  Moses  and  all 
the  Prophets,  and  expounded  to  them  in  all  the  Scriptures  the  things 
concerning  himself.  When  he  had  disclosed  himself  to  them  and 
had  vanished  from  their  sight,  they  returned  to  Jerusalem  and  joined 
the  company  of  the  disciples.  Jesus  himself  appeared,  and  evidenced 
to  them  the  reality  of  his  resurrection,  and  then  he  said  :  "  These 
are  the  words  which  I  spake  unto  you,  while  I  was  yet  with  you,  that 
all  things  must  be  fulfilled,  which  were  written  in  the  law  of  Moses, 
and  in  the  Prophets  and  in  the  Psalms,  concerning  me.  Then  opened 
he  their  understanding  that  they  might  understand  the  Scriptures, 
and  said  unto  them  :  "  Thus  it  is  written,  and  thus  it  behooved 
Christ  to  suffer,  and  to  rise  from  the  dead  the  third  day.  And 
that  repentance  and  remission  of  sins  should  be  preached  in  his  name 
among  all  nations,  beginning  at  Jerusalem,  *  and  ye  are  witnesses  of 
these  things,  "f  So  the  Apostle  Peter  in  his  Pentecostal  sermon, 
after  he  had  quoted  the  prophecy  of  Joel  to  explain  the  outpouring  of 
the  Spirit,  and  would  press  the  claims  of  the  risen  Christ  on  the  as- 
sembled multitude,  used  the  16th  Psalm:  "For  David  sneaketh 
concerning  him,  I  foresaw  the  Lord  always  before  my  face,  for  he  is 
on  my  right  hand,  that  I  should  not  be  moved  ;  therefore  did  my 
heart  rejoice,  and  my  tongue  was  glad  ;  moreover  also  my  flesh  shall 
rest  in  hope;  because  thou  wilt  not  leave  my  soul  in  hell,  neither  wilt 
thou  suffer  thine  Holy  One  to  see  corruptioj.  Thou  hast  made 
known  to  me  the  way  of  life ;  thou  shalt  make  me  full  of  joy  with 
thy  countenance.  "  He  then  explained  it.  "  Men  and  brethren,  let 
me  freely  speak  unto  you  of  the  patriarch  David,  that  he  is  both  dead 
and  buried,  and  his  sepulcher  is  with  us  unto  this  day.  Therefore 
being  a  prophet,  and  knowing  that  God  had  sworn  with  an  oath  to 
him,  that  of  the  fruit  of  his  loins,  according  to  the  flesh,  he  would 
raise  up  Christ  to  sit  on  his  throne;  he  seeing  this  before,  spake  of 
the  resurrection  of  Christ,  that  his  soul  was  not  left  in  hell,  neither 
did  his  flesh  see  corruption."  He  passes  from  his  resurrection  to  his 
exaltation,  saying :  "For  David  is  not  ascended  into  the  heavens,  " 
that  is  the  entombed  body  of  David  still  rested  in  the  sepulcher  they 
all  well  knew.  He  then  adds  from  the  110th  Psalm :  "  But  he 
saith  himself,  the  Lord  saith  unto  my  Lord,  sit  thou  on  my  right 
band  until  I  make  thy  foes  thy  footstool."     Peter  then  warns  the  peo- 

*Heb.  5:6.  f  Luke  24  :  44-48. 
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pie :  "  Therefore  let  all  the  house  of  Israel  know  assuredly  that 
God  hath  made  that  same  Jesus,  whom  ye  have  crucified,  both  Lord 
and  Christ.  "*  So,  also,  when  Paul  went  forth  with  Barnabas  to 
preach  the  gospel  in  the  countries  beyond,  he  thus  spoke  to  his  own 
people  in  Antioch  of  Pisidia :  "  We  dec!are  unto  you  glad  tidings, 
how  that  the  promise  which  was  made  unto  the  fathers,  God  hath  ful- 
filled the  sam e  unto  us  their  children  iu  that  ho  hath  raised  up  Jesus 
again ;  as  it  is  also  written  iu  the  second  Psalm,  Thou  art  my  Sod, 
this  day  have  I  begotten  thee.  And  as  concerning  that  he  raised  him 
up  from  the  dead,  now  no  more  to  return  to  corruption,  he  said  on 
this  wise,  I  will  give  you  the  sure  mercies  of  David."  This  passage 
of  Isaiah  55  :  3  is  followed  by  this  :  "  Whereupon  he  saith  also  in 
another  Psalm,  thou  shalt  not  suffer  thine  Holy  One  to  see  corrup- 
tion." For  David,  after  he  had  served  his  generation  by  the  will  of 
God,  fell  on  sleep,  and  was  laid  unto  his  fathers  and  saw  corruption. 
But  he  whom  God  raised  again  saw  no  corruption,  "f 

Oxenham  has  said  of  the  Psalms :  "  Their  inspired  sympathy  with 
every  phase  of  the  Redeemer's  lifelong  passion,  with  every  senti- 
ment of  the  heart,  which  gathered  up  and  recapitulated  in  itself  the 
collective  heart  of  humanity,  has  made  the  songs  of  Israel  the  right- 
ful heirloom  and  common  ritual  of  Christendom."!  As  to  David's 
relation  to  Christ,  Dr.  Robert  Nevin  says  :  "  We  may  remind  the 
reader  here  of  a  remark  we  had  occasion  to  make  when  commenting 
on  Ezekiel's  prophecy  of  the  dry  boues,  that  the  name  David  is  in 
several  places  of  ancient  prediction  directly  given  to  the  then  future 
Messiah  in  a  way  that  cannot  be  mistaken.  See  Jeremiah  30:9  ;  Eze- 
kiel  34  :  23,  24 ;  37  :  24 ;  Hosea  3  :  5.  This  is  not  merely  or  chic-fly, 
if  at  all,  because  the  son  of  Jesse  was  an  eminent  personal  type  of 
Christ,  but  because  Christ  has  a  prior,  even  the  highest  claim  to  the 
name,  which  signifies  Beloved."  What  light  this  deeper  view  shuls 
on  the  Psalms,  for  example,  the  21st,  and  the  89th  ! — We  may  well 
follow  this  by  quoting  from  the  paper  preseuted  by  Dr.  George  Dnf- 
field  for  the  Presbytery  of  Detroit,  to  the  New  School  Assembly  of 
1856  :  "  It  is  the  thought  itself,  the  grand  and  sublime,  the  tender  ami 
touching,  the  thrilling  and  affecting  truth  of  redemption  through 
Christ,  and  the  coming  glories  of  his  coming  kingdom,  that  give  to 
the  Book  of  Psalms  its  value  and  power  when  intelligently  employed 
for  purposes  of  religious  praise.  The  person,  work,  character  and  af- 
fecting scenes  and  incidents  in  the  life  of  Christ,  the  glorious  Messiah, 
his  sorrows  and  sufferings,  his  trials  and  conflicts  and  his  atoning 
death,  the  wonders  of  his  resurrection,  ascension  and  exaltation  to  the 
right  hand  of  the  Father  Almighty,  the  progress  and  history,  the 
distresses  and  persecutions,  the  triumph  and  glory  of  the  church,  the 
gracious  retributive  providence  of  Jesus  Christ,  his  supremacy  and 
Lordship  over  this  lower  creation,  and  the  bright  scenes  of  joy  and 
blessedness  at  his  coming  in  his  kingdom  which  enliven  the  Book  of 
Psalms  are    themes    that  can    never    prove  stale  and    uninteresting 

*  Acts  2  :  25,  26.       f  Acts  13  :  32-37.       J  Catholic  Doctiine  of  the  Atonement. 
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• 
to  the  Christian  heart.  The  longer  the  sentiments  of  tin's  Book  have 
been  studied  and  used  for  purposes  of  praise  and  supplication  in  the 
worship  of  God,  the  dearer  does  it  become  to  the  pious  heart,  and  the 
contrast  between  it  and  other  hymns  becomes  glaring  in  point  of  strength 
and  richness,  of  grandeur  and  power  to  ^nlighten,  confirm  and  invig- 
orate the  Christian  faith  and  hope,  and  lift  the  heart  up  to  the  holy 
joy  and  conscious,  dignified  and  triumphant  communion  with  God. 
•  •  There  is  a  depth,  a  power,  an  unction,  a  reach,  a  grandeur, 
a  comprehensiveness  and  sublimity  in  the  Psalmody  of  the  Bible 
which  we  look  for  in  vain  iu  Watt's  imitation  or  any  other  imitation. 
This  inestimable  collection,  made  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  possesses  a 
worth  and  power  far  beyond  anything  to  be  found  in  Walt's  imita- 
tion, or  any  other  collection  of  sacred  songs,  the  production  of  unin- 
spired men.  •  •  •  •  Dr#  Watts  was  himself  greatly  in  error 
as  to  the  views  he  took  of  the  spirit  and  design  of  the  Book  of 
Psalms  which  led  him  to  style  many  of  them  '  cursing  Psalms,'  and 
represent  them  to  be  unsuitable  to  the  Christian  spirit.  The  future 
tense  indicates  often  mere  prophetic  character,  and  the  imperative 
mood,  judged  by  him  as  inappropriate  to  the  Christian,  when  em- 
ployed by  the  Saviour  whom  the  literal  David  personated,  possesses  a 
deep  significance  and  gives  a  point  and  power  to  the  denunciation  con- 
tained in  many  of  the  Psalms  by  no  means  inconsistent  with,  but  cor- 
roborative of  the  faith  and  hopes  and  spirit  of  the  evangelical  wor- 
shipper. An  intelligent  use  of  the  Book  of  Psalms  for  purposes  of 
religious  worship  could  not  fail  to  guard  congregations  against  the  in- 
flux and  influence  of  dangerous  error  and  keep  before  the  mind  the 
glorious  Saviour  who  apprised  his  disciples  that  '  all  things  must  be 
fulfilled  which  were  written  in  the  Book  of  Psalms  concerning  him. ' 
Luke  24:44.  The  Syriac  version  throughout,  in  its  reference  to  the 
contents  of  the  Psalms  bears  witness  to  their  relation  to  Christ.  Fcr 
example.  To  the  2d  Psalm :  "  Concerning  the  call  of  the  Gentiles,  and 
prophetic  allusions  to  the  passion  of  the  Messiah."  To  the  72nd 
Psalm,  "A  Psalm  of  David,  when  he  made  Solomon  King;  a  pro- 
phecy concerning  the  coming  of  the  Messiah,  and  the  calling  of  the 
Gentiles."  Thus  much  for  Christ  in  the  Psalms.  The  fruits  of  his 
redemption  are  fully  set  forth.  We  need  only  recall  the  use  the 
apostle  Paul  makes  of  the  32nd  Psalm  in  his  argument  as  to  jus- 
tification by  grace ;  and  the  adoption  and  sanctification  of  believers 
come  before  us  in  the  89th  and  the  51st  Psalms;  while  the  writer  of 
the  Hebrews  uses  the  95th  to  impress  the  truth,  that  there  remaineth 
a  rest  to  the  people  of  God,  and  the  16th  Psalm  furnishes,  as  we  have 
seen,  the  prophecy  of  the  resurrection  of  the  body  of  our  Lord,  who 
himself  said  '  Because  I  live,  ye  shall  live  also. '  The  19th  and  1 19th 
Psalms  dwell  upon  the  Law  of  God  ;  while  Bishop  Alexander  tells 
as  :  "  The  gieat  sacramental  ideas  of  the  Gospel  are  also  provided  for 
in  the  Psalter.  It  has  strains  which  imply  and  go  forth  to  meet  the 
conception  of  entrance  into  the  new  community  by  a  new  birth,  and  of 
the  continued  sustenance  of  the  spiritual  life  by  a  eucharistic  feast.'** 
*  Bam p ton  Lectures,  page  248. 
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He  brings  as  we  would,  the  words  of  Christ  to  Nicodeimis,  "  Except 
a  man  be  born  again,"  into  relation  with  Psalm  87th,  "This  man 
was  born  there"  :  and  how  frequent  are  the  festival  Psalms. 

The  exercises  of  the  soul  in  repentance,  faith  and  prayer,  as  voiced 
in  the  Psalms,  have  already  been  sufficiently  noted.  I  close  this  part 
of  this  address  with  quoting  some  testimonials  to  the  wealth  of  certain 
Psalms,  and  a  testimony  to  the  whole  from  the  German  commentator, 
Delitzsch.  The  Syriac  version  has  this  for  the  1st  Psalm  :  "A  sum- 
mary of  the  instructions  concerning  the  various  Christian  graces, 
which  is  ontained  in  the  canon  of  tne  nine  beatitudes  of  Matthew." 
Adolph  Monod  has  written  of  the  38th  Psalm:  "It  is  in  the  fur- 
nace, it  is  from  the  bosom  of  the  furnace,  that  he  (David)  writes  these 
lines,  which  are  intended  to  be  the  encouragement  of  the  church  in 
all  ages.  O  power  of  the  love  of  Christ!  O  renunciation  of  self 
will !  O  grace  of  the  true  servant  of  God  !  O  virtue  of  the  Apos- 
tles, and  virtue  of  the  Prophets,  virtue  of  Christ  in  them,  and  of  the 
Holy  Ghost!  For  never  man  (of  himself)  would  be  capable  of  Mich 
a  power  of  will,  of  such  a  triumph  over  the  flesh."*  Dr.  George 
Douglas,  of  Scotland,  says :  "To  this  hour  the  Christian  Church 
has  no  missionary  hymns  equal  for  instance  to  Psalms  67  and  72."+ 
Housmann  says  of  the  68th  Psalm  :  "  It  is  no  longer  a  hymn  telling 
how  God,  in  days  of  old,  led  the  Jewish  Church,  as  in  a  triumphal 
march,  from  Sinai  to  Zion,  but  how  Christ,  having  founded  his  King- 
dom upon  earth,  is  preparing  it  now,  by  victory  over  the  opposing 
power  of  sin  and  death,  for  the  great  consummation,  when  having  put 
all  enemies  under  his  feet,  he  shall  gather  into  one  all  the  kingdoms  of 
the  earth,  and  as  a  mighty  victor  and  triumphant  leader,  he  shall  be 
proclaimed  by  every  tongue  to  be  '  King  of  kings, '  and  4  Lord  of 
Lords/"];  Alexander  Von  Huml>oldt  spoke  thus  of  the  104th 
Psalm  :  "It  might  almost  be  said  that  one  single  Psalm  represents 
the  image  of  the  whole  Cosmos.  We  are  astonished  to  find  in  a  lyr- 
ical poem  of  such  limited  compass  the  whole  universe — the  heaven 
and  the  earth — sketched  with  a  few  bold  touches.  The  contrast  of 
the  labor  of  man  with  the  animal  life  of  nature,  and  then  mage  of  om- 
nipresent, invisible  power,  renewing  the  earth  at  will,  or  sweeping  it 
of  inhabitants,  is  a  grand  and  solemn  creation/^  Of  the  119th 
Psalm  it  is  said  :  "This  Psalm  drew  to  it  the  admiration  of  Pascal, 
who,  as  his  sister,  Madame  Perier,  says,  often  spoke  with  such  feeling 
about  it  that  he  seemed  transported.  He  used  to  say  that,  'With  the 
deep  study  of  life  it  contained  the  sum  of  all  the  Christian  virtues/ 
He  singled  out  verse  59  as  giving  the  turning  point  of  man's  charac- 
ter and  destiny:  'I  thought  on  my  ways,  and  turned  my  feet  uuto 
thy  testimonies/  "||  Of  the  131st  Psalm  (of  which  Charles  Spurgeon 
says,  comparing  all  the  Psalms  to  gems,  we  should  liken  this  to  a 
pearl)  Augustine  wrote:  "  This  should  be  received,  not  as  the  voice 
of  one  man  singing,  but  as  the  voice  of  all   who  are  the   body  of 

*  Adieuz  a  ses  amis.  f  Lex  Mosaica,  page  77.  t  The  Psalms. 

$  Quoted  by  Perowue.  |  Dr.  Alexander's  Bampton  Lectures. 
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Christ.  This  temple  of  GoJ,  the  body  of  Christ,  the  congregation  of 
the  faithful,  lias  one  voice.  Ic  is  as  it  were  one  man  who  chanted 
the  Psalms."* 

I  now  give  the  words  of  Delitzsch  as  a  summary  :  "  It  (the  Book 
of  Psalms)  is  without  equal  in  the  richness  ot  the  form  and  feeling  of 
its  poetry,  for  freshness  of  spirit  and  outpouring  of  the  deepest  emo- 
tion, from  still,  soft  prayer  to  the  triumphant  hymn  of  victory.  To 
this  we  may  add  that  it  is  without  equal  for  the  richness  of  its  con- 
tents. It  embraces  nature  and  history,  heaven  and  earth,  the  world 
around  and  the  world  within  us,  the  experience  of  each  and  all  from 
the  darkest  abyss  of  trial  to  the  summit  of  celestial  joy.  It  is  un- 
equaled  in  the  depths  of  its  secret  soul  experience,  and  the  power  of 
expressing  it — not  the  palpable  and  superficial,  but  the  root  secrets  of 
the  inmost  life,  ideal  and  real,  abstract  and  concrete,  universal  and  in- 
dividual— and  so  it  possesses  for  the  understanding  of  each  reader, 
and  for  the  inquiry  of  the  commentator,  a  growing  attraction  to- 
wards something  ever  fresh  and  new."  This  depth  and  fulness  are 
from  the  Spirit  of  God. 

I  come  now  to  speak 

III.  Of  the  Benefit  of  the  Use  of  the  Psalms.  This  portion  of  the 
word  of  God,  used  by  saints  before  and  since  the  coming  of  Christ, 
so  rich  in  the  instruction  of  doctrine  -and  experience,  must  needs  be 
most  fruitful.  Isaac  Walton  says  in  his  Lives:  "The frequent  repe- 
tition of  the  Psalms  of  David  hath  been  noted  to  be  a  great  part  of 
the  devotion  of  the  primitive  Christians;  the  Psalms  having  in  them 
not  only  prayers  and  holy  instructions,  but  such  commemorations  of 
God's  mercies  as  may  preserve,  comfort  and  confirm  our  dependence 
on  the  power  and  providence  and  mercy  of  our  Creator."  Casaubon, 
one  of  the  world's  greatest  scholars,  says  in  his  journal,  in  connection 
with  an  accident  on  the  Seine  with  peril  to  himself  and  wife:  "I 
could  not  but  remember  that  place  of  Ambrose  where  he  says:  '  This 
is  the  peculiarity  of  the  Psalter,  that  everyone  can  use  the  words,  as 
if  they  were  peculiarly  and  individually  his  own.'"  Bishop  Alex- 
ander says  :  "  The  soul,  conscious  of  sin  and  yearning  for  pardon, 
the  soul,  lifted  from  the  dust  and  '  liquifying  unto  God/  finds  its  his- 
tory in  the  Psalter.  The  end  of  all  the  Psalms  is  c  ut  anima  conjun- 
gatur  Deof  the  Psalmists  run  with  a  rapid  hand  over  the  whole  scale 
of  the  affections  of  the  human  spirit  seeking  after  God.  We  may 
pass  the  hardest  judgment  upon  David  ;  yet  the  tenderest,  purest, 
saintliesr,  most  virgin  souls — Augustine,  St.  Louis,  Ken,  Keble, 
Leigh  ton — have  found  nothing  more  suitable  in  life  or  death  than 
words  of  his.  Nay,  it  was  chiefly  with  them  that  our  All  Holy  Lord 
broke  the  silence  of  Calvary."t  Again  :  "  If  we  have  no  sympathy 
with  their  tenderness  or  severity,  their  penitence  or  joy,  their  words 
of  prediction  or  invitations  to  prayer — if  all  their  sighs  for  Passion- 
tide  and  their  songs  for  Easter  touch  no  responsive  chords  in  our 
skills — if  the  divine  hero  of  the  Messianic  Psalms  speaks  to  us  from 

♦  Quoted  by  Alexander.  f  The  Bamptou  Lectures. 
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the  cross  and  from  the  throne,  and  we  are  deaf  alike  to  his  pathoeaod 
his  majesty,  then  we  may  doubt  whether  our  character  is  moulded 
after  the  type  of  saints,  whether  all  is  well  with  us.  More  than  fifty 
generations  of  Christian  believers  bear  witness  that,  when  we  sing  the 
Psalms  with  fair  weather  in  the  soul,  we  still  hear  sweet  voices  from 
distant  hills,  and  the  soft  sighing  of  an  eternal  sea  that  flows  toward 
the  spot  on  which  we  stand."* 

I  note  among  the  fruits  : 

1.  Growth  in  knowledge  and  grace.  There  is  truth  found  in  the 
Psalms  that  comes  to  us  as  in  no  other  way,  that  comes  to  us  as  in  no 
other  portion  of  the  book.  We  might  question  it  elsewhere.  Here 
it  is  set  before  us  to  be  appropriated,  and  used  in  praising  God.  If 
the  Spirit  open  our  understanding  that  we  may  understand  the  Psalme, 
what  growth  is  here  !  Francis  Joseph  Thrupp  says  in  his  Introduc- 
tion to  the  Psalms,  of  the  use  of  them  by  Chribtians :  "  Not  a  scene 
in  their  life  has  passed  but  what  they  have  found  in  it  (the  Psalter) 
one  or  other  passage  echoing  the  aspirations  of  their  hearts  ;  whether 
it  were  that  they  praised  God  c  in  the  congregation  of  saints'  or  in  the 
privacy  of  their  souls  '  poured  out  their  soul  in  them  ;'  whether  they 
'shouted  for  joy '  or  'mourned  in  their  complaint/  whether  they 
'went  forth  to  their  work  and  to  their  labor,'  or '  laid  them  down  and 
slept:'  whether  they 'returned  unto  their  rest,'  or  'were  feeble  ami 
sore  broken  ;'  whether  they  yet  '  walked  before  the  Lord  in  the  land 
of  the  living/  or  in  the  agony  of  death  'into  his  hands  com mitted 
their  spiiits.'  "  August  Hermann  Francke  thus  speaks  :  "  The  man 
who  has  not  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  nor  denies  himself,  nor  daily  takes 
up  his  cross  and  follows  Christ,  has  no  desire  for  the  Psalms.  They 
gladden  not  his  heart,  but  appear  to  him  as  withered  straw — alto- 
gether  stale.  But  let  him  l>e  brought  into  similar  courses  of  afflic- 
tion and  suffering,  and  experience  the  sneers  and  mockery  of  the  world 
for  righteousness  and  Christ's  saks — let  him  find  out  the  difficulty  of 
the  task  to  surmount  every  obstacle  from  within  and  from  without, 
and  yet  serve  the  Lord  in  spirit  and  in  truth — and  he  will  learn  that 
David's  heart  underwent  other  struggles  besides  those  which  sprung 
from  his  external  relations.  He  will  mark  in  his  daily  warfare  the 
same  enmity  which  God  has  appointed  to  take  place  between  Christ 
and  Belial,  and  between  the  followers  of  Christ  and  the  followers  oi 
Satan,  and  find  that  struggle  expressed  in  fhe  Psalms — as  the  very 
first,  in  fact,  states  it,  c  Blessed  is  the  man  that  walketh  not  in  the 
counsel  of  the  ungodly,  nor  standeth  in  the  way  of  sinners,  nor  sitteih 
in  the  seat  of  the  scornful.  But  his  delight  is  in  the  law  of  the  Lord; 
and  in  his  law  doth  he  inedit.ite  day  and  night.  And  he  shall  l>e 
like  a  tree  planted  by  the  rivers  of  water.'  He  then,  who  is  resolved 
to  deny  himself,  to  part  with  the  world,  her  pomp  and  riches,  and  the 
favor  of  man,  to  take  the  word  of  God  for  his  sole  guide,  and  carry  a 
peaceful  conscience  to  his  dying  bed,  will  experience  the  intensity  of 
the  struggle  which  is  required,  and    learn  rightly   to  understand  the 

*The  Bampton  Lectures. 
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Psalms."*  Isaac  Walton  in  his  life  of  Dr.  Sanderson,  Bishop  of  Lon- 
don, gives  us  the  latter's  words :  "  The  Psalms  of  David  are  the 
treasury  of  Christian  comfort,  fitted  for  all  persons  and  necessities, 
able  to  raise  the  soul  from  dejection  by  the  frequent  mention  of  God's 
mercies  to  repentant  sinners,  to  stir  up  holy  desires,  to  increase  joy,  to 
moderate  sorrow,  to  nourish  hope  and  teach  us  patience,  by  waiting 
God's  leisure,  to  beget  a  trust  in  the  mercy,  power  and  providence  of 
our  Creator,  and  to  cause  a  resignation  of  ourselves  to  his  will,  and 
then,  and  not  till  then,  to  believe  ourselves  happy."  What  fruit  is 
this! 

2.  Growth  is  Christian  fellowship.  At  once  we  call  up  the  words 
of  Hebrews,  10 :  23-25 :  "  Let  us  hold  fast  the  profession  of  our 
faith  without  wavering  ;  (for  he  is  faithful  that  promised).  And  let 
us  consider  one  another  to  provoke  unto  love  and  to  good  works : 
Not  forsaking  the  assembling  of  yourselves  together  as  the  manner  of 
some  is;  but  exhorting  one  another  :  and  so  much  the  more,  as  ye  see 
the  day  approaching."  To  be  joined  with  these  words  is  the  exhor- 
tation to  the  Ephesians  (5 :  18,  19) :  "  And  be  not  drunk  with  wine, 
wherein  is  excess,  but  l>e  filled  with  the  Spirit;  speaking  to  your- 
selves in  psalms  and  hymns  and  spiritual  songs,  singing  and  making 
melody  in  your  heart  to  the  Lord."  A  similar  exhortation  is  given 
to  the  Colossians  (3  :  16)  with  a  like  description  for  these  Greek  speak- 
ing Christians,  of  the  Psalter  in  terms  of  the  titles  of  the  Greek 
translation  .  "Let  the  word  of  Christ  dwell  in  you  richly  in  all  wis- 
dom ;  teaching  and  admonishing  one  another  in  psalms  and  hymns 
and  spiritual  songs,  singing  with  grace  in  your  hearts  to  the  liOrd." 
May  we  suppose  that  he  who  rejects  this  use  of  these  Psalms  in  fel- 
lowship is  restive  under  some  of  the  teachings  aud  admonitions  of  the 
Word  of  God  ?  I  have  quoted  the  words  of  Francke,  and  of  Alex- 
ander. Both  judge  those  who  have  no  relish  for  the  Psalms.  Both 
use  the  same  terms.  The  latter  does  so  by  quoting  this  from  Mr. 
Gladstone  :  "  The  rank  and  quality  of  the  religious  frame  may  in 
general  be  tested,  at  least  negatively,  by  the  height  of  its  relish  for 
the  Psalms."  Francke  before  him  had  said  :  "The  man  who  has 
not  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  nor  denies  himself,  nor  daily  takes  up  his 
cross  and  follows  Chrst,  has  no  relish  for  the  Psalms."  F.  W.  Rob- 
ertson says  of  this  fellowship  of  Christians  of  all  times  in  the  use  of 
the  Psalms  :  "  It  is  this  truth  of  human  feeling  which  makes  the 
Psalms  more  than  any  other  portion  of  the  Old  Testament  the  link  of 
union  between  distant  ages.  The  historical  books  need  a  rich  store  of 
knowledge  before  they  can  be  a  modern  book  of  life ;  but  the  Psalms 
are  the  record  of  individual  experience.  Personal  religion  is  the 
same  in  all  ages.  The  depths  of  humanity  remain  unruffled  by  the 
storms  of  ages  which  change  the  surface.  This  Psalm  (he  is  speaking 
of  the  51st),  written  three  thousand  years  ago,  might  have  been  writ- 
ten yesterday  ;  it  describes  the  vicissitudes  of  spiritual  life  in  an  Eng- 

*  Devotional  Exposition  of  the  Psalms. 
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lishman  as  truly  as  in  a  Jew.  Not  of  an  age,  but  for  all  time."* 
If  then  uniting  distant  times,  they  unite  Christians  of  one  age,  met 
in  one  place,  with  one  accord.  The  same  writer  elsewhere  gives  ex- 
pression to  thoughts  which  though  new,  to  any,  as  of  record,  may  yet 
be  understood  by  all  familiar  with  the  Psalms,  whether  in  reading  or 
use  in  praise  :  "  The  value  of  the  public  reading  of  the  Psalms  is, 
that  they  express  for  us,  indirectly,  those  deeper  feelings  which  there 

would  be  a  sense  of  indelicacy  in  expressing  directly 

There  are  feelings  of  which  we  do  not  speak  to  each  other  ;  they  are  too 
sacred  and  too  delicate.     Such  are  most  of  our  feelings  to  God.    If 
we  do  speak  of  them,  they  lose  their  fragrance,  become  coarse;  nay, 
there  is  a  sense  of  indelicacy  and  exposure.     Now,  the  Psalms  afford 
precisely  the  right  relief  for  this  feeling ;  wrapped  up  in  the  forms  of 
poetry  (metaphor,  etc.),  that  which  might  seem  exaggerated  is  excused 
by  those  who  do  not  feel  it,  while  they  who  do,  can  read  them,  ap- 
plying them  without  suspicion  of  uttering  their  own  feelings.     Hence 
their  soothing  power/'f     Perowne  has  this  :  u  The  pages  of  that  book 
have  often  been  blotted  with  the  tears  of  those  whom  others  deemed 
hard  and  cold,  and  whom  they  treated  with  suspicion  and  contempt. 
Those  words  have  gone  up  to  God,  mingled  with  the  sighs  scarcely 
uttered  in  the  heartbroken  anguish  of  those  whom  Pharisees  called 
sinners,  of  those  whom  Christians  denounced  as  heretics  or  infidels, 
but  who  loved  God  aud   truth  above  everything  else.     Surely  it  is 
holy  ground.     We  cannot  pray  the  Psalms  without  realizing  in  a  very 
special  manner  the  communion  of  saints,  the  oneness  of  the  church 
militant,  and  the  church   triumphant.     We  cannot  pray  the  Psalms 
without   having   our   hearts    opened,    our   affections     enlarged,  our 
thoughts  drawn  heavenwards.     He  who  can  pray  them  best  is  nearer 
to  God,  knows  most  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  is  ripest  for   heaven."! 
This  then  is  the  closest  fellowship,  the  truest  union. 

3.  Growtli  in  Christian  activity.  And  this  in  every  direction  to 
the  outermost  bounds  of  the  influence  of  this  life ;  and  in  this  day 
who  can  mark  these  bounds,  with  intelligence  to  and  from  every  quar- 
ter, and  with  easy  access  ? 

John  Donne  said  of  the  Psalms :  "  The  Psalms  are  the  manna  of 
the  church  ;  as  manna  tasted  to  every  man  like  that  he  liked  best,  so 
do  the  Psalms  minister  instruction  and  satisfaction  to  every  man,  iu 
every  emergency  and  occasion.  David  was*  not  only  a  clear  prophet 
of  Christ  himself,  but  of  every  particular  Christian  ;.  he  foretells 
what  I,  what  any  shall  do,  and  suffer  and  say."§ — What  food  have 
they  been  to  the  most  laborious  of  the  ministry  of  Christ !  I  need 
not  go  far  back.  Look  in  these  times  at  the  work  of  Charles  H. 
Spurgeon  for  nearly  forty  years  in  the  great  city  of  London.  How 
clear  the  Psalms  were  to  him.  *  The  Treasury  of  David  '  came  from 
his  pen  because  the  Psalms  were  precious  to  his  soul.  They  were  to 
him  heavenly  manna,  and  strengthened  by  this  food,  he  labored  zeal- 

*  Sermons,  Second  Series,  VII.  f  Sermons,  Second  Series,  IX.  %  The 

Book  of  Psalms,  Vol.  I.,  Chapter  2.  §  Sermons  LXVI.,  Works,  Vol.  IX. 
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ously  for  God.  The  great  heroes,  whose  names  I  gave  in  the  first  part 
of  this  address,  were  sustained  by  these  Psalms  as  they  read  them 
and  sang  them  in  praise  of  God. 

The  use  of  the  Psalms  promotes  progress.     The  leaders  in  true 
progress  have  used  this  heavenly  manna.    See  what  Calvin  did  for 
the  church,  for  civil  and  religious  liberty.     He  says  of  the  Psalms  : 
"  If  the  reading  of  my  commentary  on  this  book  brings  as  much 
blessing  to  the  church  of  God  as  I  have  got  in  the  composition  of  it, 
I  shall  not  repent  of  the  work.     Not  without  reason  have  I  been  ac- 
customed to  call  this  book  the  anatomy  of  all  the  parts  of  the  mind, 
since  there  is  no  emotion  of  which  anyone  can  be  conscious,  that  is 
not   imaged  here  as  in  a  glass.     AH  the  sorrows,  troubles,   fears, 
doubts,  hopes,  pains,  perplexities,  stormy  outbreaks,  by   which   the 
hearts  of  men  are  tossed,  have  here  been  depicted  by  the  Holy  Spirit 
to  the  very  life."     Tholuck  says  of  John  Jacob  Moser  that  he  "  was 
equally  renowned  as  a  statesman  and  experienced  as  a  Christian.    He 
had  been  engaged   in  severe  struggles  for  the  right  of  his  country, 
and  had  been  on  that  account  unlawfully  imprisoned  by  his  sovereign 
for  a  period  of  two  years."     Here  is  what  this  Christian  patriot  says 
of  the  Psalms  :     "  Oh,  how  precious  and  dear  was  the  possession  of 
the  Psalms;  how  much  comfort,  light,  and  strength  have  they  im- 
parted to  my  fainting  soul !     I  often  not  only  missed  the  way,  but 
lost  the  very  trace  of  it.     I  sat  me  down  as  if  I  had  become  petri- 
fied.    One  word  from  the  Psalms  was  a  sunbeam  to  me.     Like  a  lark 
I  settled #on  the  pinions  of  that  eagle;  carried  by  her,  I  scaled   the 
rock,  and  beheld  from  that  eminence  the  world,  with  its  cares  and 
mine,   stretched    out    beneath    me.       I    acquired    to    think,   infer, 
mourn,  pray,  wait,  hope,  and  speak  in  the  spirit  of  David  ;  I  thauk 
thee,  O  Lord,  that  thou  has  humbled  me.     I  acquired  to  know  and 

understand  the  rights  of  God I  was  enabled  with  tears 

to  express  my  gratitude  for  mercies  which  formerly  I  counted  not  as 
blessings,  but  as  my  right  and  due."  So  he  was  nourished.  Think 
of  what  William  Wilberforce  did  for  the  cause  of  Christ,  and  the 
liberties  of  men.  He  wrote  in  his  journal  in  1803:  "I  am  reading 
the  Psalms  just  now.  What  wonderful  compositions,  what  proof  of 
the  divine  origin  of  the  religion  to  which  they  belong  !  There  is  in 
the  world  nothing  else  like  them." 

What  have  the  Psalms  done,  what  must  they  do  for  national  reli- 
gion !  What  an  exhibit  do  they  give  of  the  majesty  and  power,  the 
rule  and  government  of  God  ;  what  exalted  praise  of  his  law ;  what 
a  setting  forth  of  the  dignity  and  authority  of  Christ,  of  the  grace 
and  beneficence  of  his  sway !  "  Ask  of  me  and  I  shall  give  thee  the 
heathen  for  thine  inheritance,  and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  for 
thy  possession,"  Psalm  2:8.  "He  shall  come  down  like  rain  upon 
the  mown  grass ;  as  showers  that  water  the  earth,"  Psalm  72 : 6. 
Counsel  is  given,  in  view  of  his  authority  and  power  :  "  Thou  shalt 
break  them  with  a  rod  of  iron  ;  thou  shalt  dash  them  to  pieces  like  a 
potter's  vessel.     Be  wise  now,  therefore,  O  ye  kings ;  be  instructed, 
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ye  judges  of  the  earth.  Serve  the  Lord  with  fear,  and  rejoice  with 
trembling.  Kiss  the  Son,  lest  he  be  angry,  and  ye  perish  from  tbe 
way,  when  his  wrath  is  kindled  but  a  little.  Blessed  are  they  tint 
put  their  trust  in  him,"  Psalm  2:9-12.  What  fruit  there  would 
be,  if  statesman  would  come  to  say  with  Moser,  in  words  already 
quoted  :  "I  acquired  to  think,  infer,  mourn,  pray,  wait,  hope,  and 
speak  in  the  spirit  of  David."  For  as  Dr.  John  Eadie,  in  his  Eng- 
lish Bible,  says  :  "  The  singer  himself,  in  his  various 'changes,  is  em- 
bodied in  his  Psalms,  whether  he  sinks  in  deep  contrition,  or  soars 
away  in  spiritual  rapture  ;  whether  he  extols  mercy,  or  sinks  into  awe 
before  judgment;  or  whether  he  lays  his  sword  and  scepter  at  the 
foot  of  the  throne  in  offer  of  suit  and  service,  or  in  acknowledgment 
that  the  kingdom  and  the  victory  are  alike  from  God."  To  be  in 
fellowship,  therefore,  with  him  is  to  serve  the  Lord  in  public  and  in 
private  life. 

These  references  to  the  history  o^the  use  of  the  Psalms,  to  their 
contents,  to  the  benefit  of  their  use,  must  close  with  pressing  tbe 
study  of  them  more  and  more.  John  Mueller,  the  historian,  wrote: 
u  David  yields  to  me  every  day  the  most  delightful  hour.  There  is 
nothing  Greek,  nothing  Roman,  nothing  in  the  West,  nor  in  the  laud 
towards  midnight,  to  equal  David,  whom  the  God  of  Israel  chose  to 
praise  him  higher  than  the  gods  of  the  nations.  The  utterances  of 
his  mind  sink  deep  into  the  heart,  aud  never  in  my  life,  never  have 
I  thus  seen  God.  "  Bishop  Home  says  in  the  preface  to  his  Com- 
mentary on  the  Psalms:  "  He  who  has  once  tasted  their  excellencies 
will  desire  to  taste  them  again,  and  he  who  tastes  them  oftenest  will 
relish  them  best.  Aud  now  could  the  author  flatter  himself  that  any- 
one would  take  half  the  pleasure  in  reading  the  following  exposition 
which  he  hath  taken  in  writing  it,  he  would  not  fear  the  loss  of 
his  labor.  The  employment  detached  him  from  the  bustle  and 
hurry  of  life,  the  din  of  politics,  and  the  noise  of  folly  :  vanity  and 
vexation  flew  away  for  a  season,  care  and  disquietude  came  not  near 
his  dwelling.  He  arose,  fresh  as  the  morning,  to  his  task;  the  silence 
of  the  night  invited  him  to  pursue  it,  and  he  can  truly  say  that  food 
and  rest  were  not  preferred  before  it.  Every  Psalm  improved  in- 
finitely upon  his  acquaintance  with  it,  and  no  one  gave  him  uneasi- 
ness but  tne  last,  for  then  he  grieved  that  his  work  was  done.  Hap- 
pier hours  than  those  which  have  been  spent  in  these  meditations  on 
the  Songs  of  Zion  he  never  expects  to  see  in  this  world.  Very  pleas- 
antly did  they  pass,  and  moved  smoothly  and  swiftly  along,  for  when 
thus  engaged  he  counted  no  time.  They  are  gone,  but  have  left  a 
relish  of  a  fragrance  upon  the  mind,  and  the  remembrance  of  them  is 
sweet." 

Lastly,  then,  the  Psalms  prepare  for  life's  close.  In  the  words  of 
Alexander,  who  has  been  often  quoted  :  "In  it  (the  Psalter)  you  will 
find  him  whom  it  is  best  to  know — Jesus,  your  Lord  and  your  God. 
And  as  time  goes  on — when  you  bow  down  in  penitence;  when  you 
seek  for  pardon  :  when  your  head  is  bent  in  sorrow  ;  when  you  lie 
on  a  bed  of  sickness-,  wWwyowt  \vg&\>arc\v  volute  and  quiver  "as  you 
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kneel  before  your  dead  ;  as  the  solemn  hour  comes,  when  your  spirit 
must  pass  into  God's  presence,  it  has  treasures  which  will  never  fail 
you. "  May  I  not  instance  here  our  Savior  himself?  Bishop 
Wordsworth,  in  his  Commentary,  dwelling  on  the  31st  Psalm,  the 
5th  verse,  c Into  thy  hands  I  commit  my  spirit, '  says:  "This 
Psalm  is  connected  with  the  22d  Psalm.  Both  of  these  Psalms  were 
used  by  Christ  on  the  cross.  From  the  22d  Psalm  he  derived  those 
bitter  words  of  anguish, 'Eloi,  Eloi,  lama  sabachthani  ? '  From  the 
present  Psalm  he  derived  those  last  words  of  love  and  trust  which  he 
tittered  just  before  his  death. "  Time  would  fail  me  to  tell  of  the 
names  of  those  who  have  used  these  words  since  Christ  and  the  early 
martyrs.  History  notes  them  as  the  last  words  of  Polycarp,  Basil 
the  Great,  Bernard,  Jerome  of  Prague,  Lady  Jaue  Grey,  Melancthon, 
George  Herbert.  John  Huss  often  repeated  them  when  at  the  stake. 
Ridley  used  them  in  the  flames.  Luther  came  over  them  frequently  at 
Eisleben  when  in  distress  of  body  in  approaching  death.  But  I  must 
<5lose.     The  literature  here  is  so  great. 

The  Book  of  Psalms  is  the  Church's  Manual  of  Praise.  The 
lowly  Christian  and  the  distinguished  scholar  alike  may  be  satisfied. 
"  We  can  appreciate  the  estimate  of  the  Psalter  ascribed  to  an  old 
old  Scotch  woman.  The  'Songs  of  Zion'  had  been  her  stay  in  times 
of  trial,  a  means  of  spiritual  refreshing,  and  an  aid  to  her  devotion 
for  nearly  a  hundred  years.  A  friend  asked  her  whether  she  thought 
it  wrong  to  sing  hymns,  and  whether  she  would  not  like  to  unite  in 
singing  one.  "  Aye,  "  was  her  reply,  "  I'm  gauu  to  begin  the  hymns 
when  1  Iiave  feenished  the  Psalms.  *  Moser,  whose  words  are  quoted 
by  Tholuck  as  already  given,  has  further  said  :  "  If  my  soul  would 
keep  holy  day,  the  Psalms  become  my  temple  and  my  altar.  Next 
to  the  writings  of  the  New  Testament,  they  are  now  to  me  my  dearest 
and  most  precious  book — the  golden  mirror,  the  cyclopedia  of  the 
most  blessed  and  fruitful  knowledge  and  experience  of  my  life ; 
thoroughly  to  understand  them  will  be  the  occupation  of  eternity,  and 
our  second  life  will  form  their  commentary." 

"  As  for  me,  I  will  behold  thy  face  in  righteousness ;  I  shall  be 
satisfied,  when  I  awake,  with  thy  likeness.  " — Psalm  17:  15. 

*'  It  doth  not  yet  appear  what  we  shall  be,  but  we  know  that,  when 
lie  shall  appear,  we  shall  be  like  him  ;  for  we  shall  see  him  as  he  is." 
— I.  John,  3:2. 

LOOKING    BACKWARD. 


BY   REV.    F.  M.    FOSTER. 


In  the  Christian  Statesman,  June  29th,  a  leading  editorial  discusses 
at  length  "  The  Fundamental  Creed  of  the  United  Church."  The 
spirit  is  good  ;  but  the  argument  is  below  the  editor's  usual  standard 
of  excellence.  If  it  be  comprehended,  it  lies  in  these  points  :  First. 
The  Church  of  God  should  have  a  short  creed   of   fundamentals. 

*  R.  M.  8ommervi\le'8  Tract  on  Psalmody. 
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Second.  It  should  have  a  testimony  as  long  and  as  broad  as  the  de- 
velopment of  truth.  Third.  The  short  creed  should  be  the  basis  of 
confession,  and  union.  Fourth.  The  testimony  would  be  for  teach- 
ing and  study  for  the  highest  development  of  sanctification. 

The  reader  who  has  given  attention  to  discussions  relating  to 
church  union  during  the  last  decade,  will  recognize  all  of  the  above 
points.  They  have  been  argued  by  such  men  as  Drs.  Hastings, 
Schaff,  Briggs  and  others,  in  sister  denominations;  and  by  Rev.  J. 
C.  K.  Milligan,  Rev.  J.  F.  Carson  and  others  in  our  own.  Wecon- 
fess  to  a  little  surprise  that  they  should  reappear  in  the  above  journal, 
and  as  voicing  the  sentiments  of  the  editor  of  that  paper. 

First.  The  "  short  creed  "  for  confession  and  the  "  long  testi- 
mony "  for  teaching,  is  a  view  of  church  union  as  impracticable  as 
it  is  visionary.  Let  it  be  supposed  that  evangelical  Christendom 
could  agree  upon  a  short  creed,  could  this  same  evangelical  Christen- 
dom agree  on  the  "  testimony  ?"  We  say  no.  The  millions  of  Bap- 
tists would  never  accept  a  "  testimony "  which  rejected  immersion. 
What  are  you  going  to  do  about  it?  The  Lutherans  would  insist 
upon  " testimony  "  on  consubstaniiation.  What  will  you  do?  The 
Methodists  would  not  accept  a  "  testimony "  which  rejected  free 
will.  Will  you  leave  it  out?  None  of  these  would  accept  the 
u testimony  "  to  the  inspired  Psalmody.  Will  you  be  silent?  Will 
your  testimony  allow  you  to  sing  what  you  please  ?  None  of  the 
above  churches  would  allow  practical  testimony  of  "  dissent"  from  a 
Christless  government.  What  will  you  do?  What  of  secret  so- 
cieties ? 

It  appears  that  in  compiling  the  "  testimony,"  you  would  be  con- 
fronted at  once  with  all  the  differences  between  denominations.  These 
would  not  be  thrown  overboard  by  honest,  conscientious  servants  of 
God.  The  " short  creed  "  is  easy  if  you  go  back  far  enough  ;  but  the 
"  testimony  "  theory,  if  it  be  taken  seriously,  is  an  effort  to  be  rid  of 
denominational  boundaries  by  cutting  out  and  casting  off  all  differ- 
ences in  doctrines  and  worship.  This  every  evangelical  church  would 
reject. 

Second.  The  "short  creed  "  and  "testimony  "  theory  would  leave 
the  church  corrupt  and  without  means  of  purification.  The  editor  of 
the  Christian  Statesman  would  have  to  take  his  seat  at  the  Lord's 
table  with  corrupters  of  doctrine  and  worship;  with  slave-holders; 
with  saloon-keepers;  with  brewers.  Such  "  testimony  "  as  could  be 
compiled  could  not  be  made  a  matter  of  discipline.  It  would  be  vol- 
untary. Discipline  would  be  limited  to  the  "  short  creed  "  and  noth- 
ing more.  That  this  would  leave  the  church  corrupt,  and  without 
means  of  purification  is  plain.  Withdrawing  from  the  brother  that 
walketh  disorderly,  would  be  out  of  the  question.  With  all  the 
evils  of  the  present  day  retained  and  discipline  surrendered,  you  have 
dropped  down  into  conditions  which  could  not  be  paralleled  for  dis- 
honor to  the  church's  Head,  and  wrong  to  souls,  since  the  reforma- 
tion. 
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^  Third.  The  Holy  Spirit  has  brought  id  to  view  more  and  more 
divine  truth  during  all  the  New  Testament  dispensation.  This  has 
been  continuously  builded  in  the  standards  of  the  church,  and  pro- 
fessed by  the  followers  of  Christ.  The  "  short  creed  "  and  long  "  tes- 
timony "  theory  discredits  the  work  of  the  Holy  .Ghost  by  eliminat- 
ing this  from  profession  on  the  visionary  ground  that  these  truths 
would  be  taught  as  "  testimony."  Usually  men  teach  what  they  pro- 
fess, and  decline  to  teach  what  they  decline  to  profess.  What  is 
taught  now  by  the  various  denominations  would  be  taught  then. 
What  is  not  taught  now  would  not  be  taught  then.  No  advance 
would  be  made.  On  the  other  hand  God  would  be  dishonored  by 
hauling  down  the  banner  of  truth  on  the  ground  that  members  of  the 
church  are  at  liberty  to  accept  or  reject. 

No;  the  "short  creed  "  and  long  "testimony"  theory  will  not  do. 
It  is  eighteen  hundred  years  behind  the  work  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
It  would  suit  none  but  the  less  evangelical  churches.  The  "  testi- 
mony "  part  of  it — the  notion  that  this  would  be  up  to  the  divine 
standard,  proceeds  upon  the  idea  that  the  millions  of  Baptists,  Meth- 
odists, Lutherans,  Presbyterians,  would  "  in  a  moment,  in  the  twink- 
ling of  an  eye,"  be  changed  to  believe  what  they  now  disbelieve  and 
to  permit  in  the  "  testimony  "  what  they  now  reject. 


-Editorial. 


CONDITIONS    OP    SUCCESS. 


That  our  church  may  check  the  tendency  to  disintegrate,  and  enter 
upon  a  new  era  of  prosperity,  increase  in  numbers,  in  spiritual  life 
and  in  efficiency  several  things  are  necessary. 

We  must  first  understand  our  real  condition,  and  the  necessity  for 
earnest,  systematic  and  united  effort  to  better  it.  Several  letters  have 
been  received,  all  kind  and  friendly,  with  reference  to  editorials  in  the 
September  and  October  numbers,  extracts  from  which  will  be  given 
again.  While  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  cause  of  our 
decrease  and  the  remedy,  there  is  agreement  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
church,  and  the  necessity  for  something  to  be  done.  Some  had  no 
idea  our  decrease  was  so  great  or  that  so  many  of  our  congregations 
were  as  weak  as  they  are,  which  simply  shows  that  they  did  not  read 
the  Minutes.  The  editor  of  the  Christian  Instructor  quotes  the  larger 
part  of  the  editorial  in  our  last  number,  and  adds  :  "  This  note  of 
warning,  we  believe,  is  well  worth  considering  by  all  the  orthodox 
Protestant  churches  of  the  land  and  the  world."  In  a  subsequent 
note  he  remarks :  "  The  church  of  Christ  needs  to  beware  of  statis- 
tics  The  tables  never  tell  the  whole  truth  as  to  a 

church's  condition,  material  and  spiritual."  This  is  true.  The  sta- 
tistical tables  may  be  studied  so  as  to  produce  spiritual  pride.  At  the 
same  time,  they  may  be  studied  so  as  to  root  out  spiritual  pride,  and 

25 
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make  the  members  humble  and  ashamed  of  their  lack  of  seal  and 
consecration.  In  oar  church  we  have  not  been  accustomed  to  botft 
of  our  numbers,  but  rather  to  glory  in  our  smallness,  attributing  this 
not  to  our  neglect,  but  to  our  fidelity,  and  so  making  our  very  de- 
crease minister  to  our  pride.  With  us  the  money  standard  is  the  ore 
most  frequently  referred  to.  The  congregation  that  gives  the  mo* 
liberally,  that  fills  or  more  than  fills  its  quota  to  all  the  schemes, » 
looked  upon  as  the  model  one,  even  though  so  far  as  activity  in  other 
departments  is  concerned,  it  might  as  well  be  dead.  We  point  with 
pride  to  our  large  endowment,  and  minister  to  the  vanity  of  people 
by  the  prominence  which  we  give  to  donations  of  money.  We  forget 
that  a  money-bond  of  union  in  the  church  of  Christ  is  the  wont 
possible  bond.  The  church  that  is  held  together  by  an  endowment 
ought  to  die.  Our  statistics  can  be  studied  by  us  with  profit.  In  our 
case  decrease  in  numbers  is  a  bad  sign,  and  our  members  ought  to  be 
made  to  realize  this.  Until  they  do,  no  change  for  the  better  need  be 
expected. 

There  must  be  on  the  part  of  our  members  faith  in  the  principles 
of  the  church,  a  deep  conviction  that  they  are  right,  that  they 
will  ultimately  triumph,  and  that  by  them  this  world  will  be  brought 
into  subjection  to  Christ.  Such  a  conviction  will  result  in  earned 
and  |>ersistent  efforts  to  disseminate  them  and  with  the  expectation 
that  sooner  or  later  they  will  triumph.  No  one  can  be  a  good  worker 
who  is  hopeless.  Not  expecting  returns  he  will  not  receive  them. 
A  young  minister  came  to  Mr.  Spurgeon  with  the  complaint  that  be 
had  labored  hard,  made  careful  preparation  for  the  pulpit,  put  all  bis 
energy  into  his  sermons,  yet  he  did  not  know  that  one  soul  had  been 
saved  by  his  efforts.  "  Did  you  expect  when  you  were  delivering  the 
message,"  Mr.  Spurgeon  said,  "  that  souls  would  be  saved?"  "I 
can't  say  that  I  did."  "That  accounts  for  your  failure"  was  the 
reply.  Satisfied  that  we  are  right  we  should,  after  seeking 
divine  direction,  engage  in  work,  and  then  not  only  should  we  not 
despair,  but  we  should  go  forth  believing  that  at  the  proj>er  time  the 
return  will  come.  This  applies  to  our  distinctive  work  as  a  church, 
and  it  applies  to  missionary  work.  Our  principles  not  only  do  not 
prevent  our  going  into  the  lanes  and  highways  and  compelling  the 
"poor  and  maimed  and  halt  and  blind  "  to  come  in  to  Christ's  house,  but 
peculiarly  fit  us  for  so  doing.  If  our  principles  did  unfit  us  for 
that  work  they  are  not  scriptural.  If  we  make  them  an  excuse  for 
neglecting  to  engage  in  it  we  may  assign  what  reason  we  will,  make 
what  plea  we  please,  but  the  truth  is  we  are  either  spiritually 
proud,  or  iucom|>etent,  or  lazy.  Faith  in  our  principles  will  make 
us  unceasingly  active  in  Christ's  cause  in  every  department  opened 
up  to  us,  so  far  as  is  in  our  power. 

In  all  our  efforts  we  should  endeavor  to  build  up  our  own  church. 
Sometimes  we  hear  it  said  :  You  may  make  Christians  out  of  the 
outcast,  but  you  cannot  make  Covenanters.  Even  if  that  be  correct, 
we  are  doing  God's  work  in  making  Christians,     But  it  is  not  true. 
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We  can  make  Covenanters.  It  is  far  better  and  in  every  way  more 
likely  to  secure  a  blessing  from  the  Head  of  the  church  to  increase 
our  membership  from  those  who  are  out  of  Christ  than  to  increase  it 
by  drawing  from  sister  denominations.  We  can  reach  the  degraded 
with  the  gospel  in  America  as  well  as  in  Syria  and  China,  and  bring 
them  into  our  communion.  We  should  have  this  object  before  us. 
Every  mission  that  is  started  should  be  started  with  the  intention  of 
founding  a  Covenanter  congregation  there.  If  it  is  started  with  any 
other  the  object  will  determine  largely  the  work  accomplished.  To 
have  such  an  object  is  both  wise  and  right.  No  evangelical  effort 
will  in  the  end  be  successful  that  does  not  aim  to  make  intelligent, 
consecrated  members  of  the  church  to  which  we  belong. 

Arrangements  should  be  made  for  regular  preaching  in  all  sta- 
tions where  there  is  a  reasonable  prospect  of  maintaining  a  church 
organization.  Some  of  our  stations  are  so  small  there  is  no  pros- 
pect of  our  holding  our  own.  Our  members  there  should  receive 
what  supply  they  can  take  and  be  encouraged  to  move  into  the 
boundaries  of  other  congregations.  To  provide  such  with  regular 
preaching  would  be  unwise.  "We  are  going  to  die  out  here  some  of 
these  times,  and  if  you  have  any  slack  time  come  and  give  us  a  sermon," 
is  an  extract  from  a  private  letter.  Ministers  who  have  spare  time 
on  their  hands  could  do  good  by  going  to  such  localities  as  this  and 
giving  a  day's  preaching,  even  if  they  get  only  enough  to  pay  ex- 
penses. But  for  the  church  to  take  of  her  funds  and  expend  when 
there  are  more  inviting  fields  would  be  unwise. 

But  where  there  are  good  prospects  or  there  is  the  probability  an 
organization  will  be  maintained  for  a  time,  some  arrangement  should, 
if  possible,  be  made  for  regular  preaching.  Indeed,  something  must 
be  done  to  secure  this  or  there  will  be  a  continual  loss  in  member- 
ship. Our  members  cannot  attend  services  in  other  churches  when 
we  have  no  preaching,  and  their  children  other  Sabbath  Schools 
where  we  have  none  and  retain  their  interest  in  their  own  church. 
That  is  utterly  impossible.  Many  of  the  older  people  will  sooner  or 
later  unite  with  other  denominations,  and  the  children  are  sure  to  do 
so,  unless  they  become  careless  and  cease  attending  church  at  all. 

J.  W.  S. 

-»■ ■ 

Our  attention  has  been  called  to  a  correction  made  by  Rev.  P.  H. 
Wylie,  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  in  the  resolutions  on  Psalmody 
given  on  page  309  of  our  last  number,  and  taken  by  us  from  the  Minutes. 
The  last  recommendation  should  read :  That  we  use  our  influence  so  far 
as  practicable  to  have  inspired  Psalmody  used  in  all  these  conventions. 


"At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  National  Reform  Executive  Committee, 
a  constitutional  amendment  was  prepared  in  the  form  of  a  joint  reso- 
lution for  introduction  into  the  houses  of  Congress.  This  joint  reso- 
lution however  is  to  be  submitted  to  the  National  Reform  Association 
before  its  introduction  into  Congress.     The  form  of  amendment  is 
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taken  bodily  from  the  constitution  of  the  National  Reform  Associa- 
tion and  is  as  follows :  "Acknowledging  Almighty  God  as  the  source 
of  all  authority  in  civil  government,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  the 
Ruler  of  nations,  and  the  revealed  will  of  God  as  of  supreme  author- 
ity in  civil  affairs."  This  is  the  amendment  which  every  member  of 
every  National  Reform  society  will  be  pledged  to  support. " 

The  above  taken  from  the  Christian  Reformer  of  September 
28th  will  be  gratifying  to  our  readers,  as  the  Association  may 
be  counted  on  to  adopt  what  exactly  accords  with  its  object.  Thus 
the  prospect  is  before  us  of  harmonious  work  in  the  next  move  to 
press  on  the  nation  its  duty,  and  this  in  the  capitol  itself. 

It  is  just  to  say  that  the  harmonious  action  above  noted  resulted 
from  yielding  to  the  opposition  to  the  re-writing  by  the  committee  of 
the  Amendment,  made  by  the  member  "  whose  objections  were  con- 
sidered for  about  two  hours  with  the  greatest  patience  and  courtesy," 
according  to  the  Christian  Statesman,  of  September  28th. 

We  exhibited  last  month  changes  made  by  the  National  Reform 
Executive  Committee  in  the  Objects  of  the  auxiliary  associations.  It 
is  sometimes  difficult  to  fix  the  responsibility  of  changes,  some  may  be 
oversight.  But  in  this  case,  they  are  assumed  and  defended  by  both 
editors  of  the  Christian  Reformer,  in  the  issue  of  September  28th. 
The  Objects  read :  "  As  will  declare  the  nation's  allegiance  to 
Jesus  Christ."  The  change  is.*  "  As  will  declare  the  nation's  rela- 
tion to  Jesus  Christ."  The  senior  editor  says:  "If  the  word 
relation  does  not  include  authority,  what  does  it  mean  ?  Is  not  the 
relation  of  Christ  to  the  nation  that  of  a  King  ?  And  is  not  the  re- 
lation of  the  nation  to  Christ  that  of  a  subject  of  his  authority? 
The  word  relation  includes  authority  in  this  case,  and  it  includes 
more.  It  covers  the  prophetical  and  priestly  offices  as  well  as  the 
kingly  office  of  Christ.  It  covers  the  scope  of  his  mediatorial  char- 
acter and  office  in  reference  to  the  nation."  True  enough  for  the 
writer;  but  relation  is  "connection  between  things  as  a  subject  of  the 
understanding;"  (Worcester),  and  what  of  those  to  whom  the  rela- 
tion is  different,  and  whose  minds  are  not  as  ours,  as  to  the  relation 
Christ  bears  to  the  nation  ?  There  is  then  here  the  abandonment  of 
a  definite  term  for  an  indefinite  ;  and  more  than  that,  the  abandon- 
ment of  a  term  that  has  been  in  use  for  many  years  in  the  forefront 
of  the  National  Reform  movement.  We  question  both  the  right  and 
value  of  these  changes.  No  movement  is  clogged  by  an  effort  to  con- 
serve its  definiteness.  It  may  not  be  clogged  by  intemperate  language 
towards  fellow  workers.      But  it  will  go  on  to  victory,  despite  our 

frailties  and  differences. 

♦ 

On  the  12th  of  this  month,  Rev.  I.  T.  E.  McBurney  and  Rev. 
A.  I.  Robb,  with  their  wives,  are  to  leave  San  Francisco  by  the 
steamship  "  Peru  "  for  China.  This  is  the  outcome  of  the  hopeE 
and  prayers  of  many  in  our  church.  Our  people  in  a  number  of  the 
cities  where  we  have  congregations,  have  engaged  in  work  among  the 
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Chinese — as  in  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Pittsburgh,  Alle- 
gheny, Cincinnati,  Oakland  and  Seattle.  They  have  shared  in  no 
wise  in  the  anti-Chinese  spirit,  but  have  taught  these  heathen  the 
word  of  God.  Now  the  church  as  a  whole  undertakes  mission  work 
in  China. 

In  1856,  the  work  in  Syria  was  begun.  Thus  after  the  lapse  of 
more  than  a  generation,  a  new  field  is  undertaken.  Events  are  mov- 
ing rapidly  in  that  portion  of  the  world,  while  Turkey  is  also  dis- 
turbed. In  neither  Turkey  nor  China  may  the  missionaries  be  secure 
through  civil  power.  Their  reliance  is  above  all  on  him  in  whose  service 
they  go  forth. 

This  is  the  month  of  the  elections.  There  is  no  issue  in  Pennsyl- 
vania between  the  great  parties  to  evoke  the  enthusiasm  of  the  peo- 
ple. Both  bow  to  the  liquor  power.  The  enforcement  of  the  law  in 
the  city  of  New  York  has  made  an  issue  as  to  the  sale  of  liquor  on 
Sabbath.  The  Democratic  party  has  pronounced  for  it,  the  Republi- 
can party  against.  The  Republican  leader,  Piatt,  had  planned  to 
ignore  the  question,  but  ex-Senator  Warner  Miller  moved  to  add  to 
the  platform  reported  :  "  We  favor  the  maintenance  of  the  Sunday 
laws  in  the  interest  of  labor  and  morality." 

In  the  course  of  a  strong  speech  he  said  : 

"  I  need  not  tell  this  convention  that  the  eyes  of  the  people  and 
the  nation  are  on  this  convention  to  see  what  it  will  do  with  the  vital 
question  of  the  hour.  It  must  meet  this  question.  It  must  decide 
upon  it  as  it  has  done  in  the  years  gone  by — in  the  interest  of  moral- 
ity and  virtue,  for  the  enforcement  of  laws  in  the  interests  of  labdr 
and  the  working  classes.  The  leader  of  the  Democratic  party  has 
sent  out  a  message  to  the  people,  advising  them  that  the  law  be  not 
obeyed.  That  party  is  trying  to  make  political  capital  out  of  this 
question  by  telling  a  certain  class  of  voters  in  New  York  that  if  they 
support  the  Democratic  party  they  shall  be  given  a  more  liberal  Sun- 
day. We,  the  Republican  party,  cannot  give  to  the  people  local 
option.  It  is  not  consistent  with  good  govemmeut.  You  can  defer 
to  the  people  of  a  community  the  question  of  whether  they  shall  ex- 
pend a  certain  sura  for  road  or  other  improvements,  but  you  cannot 
permit  them  to  vote  on  the  question  whether  the  saloons  of  the  local- 
ity shall  be  open  on  Sunday.  You  might  as  well  let  the  people  of 
New  York  vote  on  the  question  of  legalizing  gambling  in  that  city." 

Some  years  ago  we  re-published  an  article  from  the  Christian 
Cynosure:  Should  Moral  Questions  be  Submitted  to  the  Ballot 
Box  ?  This  was  called  to  mind  by  the  above  remarks  of  ex-Senator 
Miller.  The  events  of  the  years  since,  ha^e  rather  confirmed  our 
approval  of  the  article.  The  power  of  the  Commonwealth  should  be 
put  forth  for  the  suppression  of  immorality,  and  communities  should 
not  be  left  to  vote  upon  questions  of  morals.  The  State  owes  a  duty 
to  God.  Officers  chosen  to  make  law9  should  not  shirk  their  duty  as 
ministers  of  God.  There  should  be  one  code  of  morals  for  commu- 
nities under  the  same  government.  ^  • 
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FOURTH    QUARTER,    1895. 

L.USSON   V.— November  3. 

SAMUEL  THE  JUDOS.— I.  Samuel  7 :  6-10.  % 

Golden  Tbxt  :    Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped  us. — I.  Samuel  7  :  12. 

The  judgment  denounced  on  Eli's  bouse  had  oome,  twenty  years  after  the 
revelation  to  Samuel.  Shiloh  was  then  forsaken.  The  condition  of  Israel  was 
was  sad,  in  subjection  to  the  Philistines.  The  people  had  fallen  into  idolatry. 
This  lesson  is  the  history  of  revival,  and  deliverance.  The  people  put  away 
their  idols.  Samuel  assured  t.bem  that  if  they  served  God,  God  would  deliver 
them  from  their  oppressors.  He  summons  them  to  Mizpeh,  an  eminence  north- 
west of  Jerusalem,  in  full  view,  therefore,  of  their  foes.  He  would  intercede  with 
God  for  them. 

The  people  sorrowed  for  sin.  The  symbol  of  water  poured  out  is  used.  Re- 
pentance was  first.    It  is  first  in  seeking  relief. 

The  Lord  disoomfited  their  enemies  when  the  judge  of  Israel  pleaded  for 
them.  He  became  their  leader,  and  sought  the  help  of  God.  The  Lord 
alarmed  the  advancing  army  of  Philistia. 

During  the  life  of  this  godly  ruler,  the  enemy  were  held  in  check.  This 
leadership  extended  into  the  reign  of  Saul. 

Psalms  46  : 1-6  ;  98  : 1,  2  ;  73  :  13,  14. 

SHORTER  CATBCHI8M. 

Que*.  66.     What  is  the  reason  annexed  to  the  fifth  commandment  t 

Ans.    The  reason  annexed  to  the  fifth  commandment,  is  a  promise  of  long 

life  and  prosperity  (as  far  as  it  shall  serve  for  God's  glory  and  their  own  good)  to 

all  such  as  keep  this  commandment. 


LESSON  VI.— November  10. 

SAUL  CHOSEN  KING.-I.  Samuel  10:  17-27. 

•  Golden  Text  :     The  Lord  reigneth  ;  let  tlie  earth  rejoice. — Psalm  97  : 1. 

Twenty  years  passed  by.  Samuel's  sons  had  come  to  be  associate  judges. 
They  did  not  well.  The  people  sought  a  king,  and  Samuel  felt  this  as  a  slight 
to  himself,  but  the  Lord  taught  him  that  it  was  He  that  was  refused.  The  pro- 
vision for  the  king  made  in  Deut.,  chapter  17,  is  not  discordant  with  this.  The 
revelation  as  to  the  preference  of  Jacob  over  Esau  does  not  require  Rebecca  to 
act  as  she  did  in  deceiving  Isaac.  God's  choice  of  Saul  did  not  justify  the 
people  in  asking  for  a  king.  Saul  is  indicated  by  the  lot  at  Mizpeh,  the  height 
northwest  of  Jerusalem.  Saul  is  found,  and  meets  the  popular  acclaim.  Men 
join  him,  some  doubt,  but  Saul  holds  his  peace.  Ingratitude  for  God's  mercies 
mark  the  life  of  individuals  and  nations.  God  overrules  the  evil  course  of  meu 
to  accomplish  his  purpose. 

The  lot  is  cast  into  the  life  ;    but  the  whole  disposing  thereof  is  of  the  Lord. 

God  judges  men  at  times  by  letting  them  have  their  own  way. 

We  have  here  the  example  of  an  elective  constitutional  government. 

Psalms  72  : 1-6  ;  99  : 1-8  ;  101  : 1,  2. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  67.     Which  is  the  sixth  commandment  t 

Ans.    The  sixth  commandment  is,  thou  shalt  not  kill. 

WESSON  VII.— November  17. 

SAUL  BEJECTED.-I.  Bamuel  16 :  10-28. 
Golden  Text  :     To  obey  is  better  than  sacrifice. — I.  Samuel  15  :  22. 
The  Amalekites  dwelt  in  Arabia.    They  had  withstood  Israel  in  the  way  from 
Egypt.    Now  God  appointed  judgment  lor  them.      8amuel  gave  Saul  the  word 
of  the  Lord,  that  Amalek  was  to  be  destroyed.      Agag  was  their  king.    He  had 
been  cruel.     They  were  enemies  of  Israel.    Saul  spared  the  king  aud  the  best  of 
the  spoil.    This  disobedience  led  to  his  i ejection,  none  of  his  excuses  being  re- 
ceived, in  his  hypocrisy.    The  events  occurred  in  south  Judah,  at  Carmel,  below 
Hebron. 
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God  sets  aside  rulers  who  refuse  his  will. 
Obstinate  sinners  will  be  out  off. 
Obedience  is  the  best  of  all  tribute  to  God. 
Psalms  50  :  7-11 ;  2143 ;  51 :  16,  17. 

shorter  catbchi8m. 
Ques.  68.     What  is  required  in  the  sixth  commandment  t 
An*.    The  sixth  commandment  requireth  all  lawful  endeavors  to  preserve  our 
own  life,  and  the  life  of  others. 


LESSON    VI II .—November    24. 

THE  WOES  OF  INTEMFEBAECE.-Isaiah  6:  11-23. 

Golden  Text  :  Woe  unto  them  that  rise  up  early  in  the  morning,  that  they 
may  follow  strong  drink. — Isaiah  5  :  11. 

The  prophet  denounces  the  judgment  of  those  who  are  given  to  drink.  They 
drink,  and  drink  again.    They  use  music  at  their  revels.    They  regard  not  God. 

Judgments  come.  Their  substance  is  destroyed.  Their  places  are  desolated. 
They  blaspheme  God.  They  confound  right  and  wrong.  They  are  covetous 
and  cruel. 

This  is  what  the  New  York  Tribune,  now  published  on  the  Sabbath,  makes  of 
the  issue  in  1861*5 :  "  The  laboring  masses  of  all  the  north,  not  heeding  sneers 
or  threats,  simply  said  :  *  This  is  not  a  moral,  nor  a  religious,  but  a  labor 
question,'  and  on  that  issue  made  the  fight  which  ended  slavery."  It  discusses 
the  opening  of  saloons  on  the  Sabbath  on  the  same  ground,  as  "the  new  labor 
question,"  (editorial,  Sept.  20),  to  give  the  men  who  work  in  bar  rooms  and 
saloons  the  rest  of  the  Sabbath !  It  feels  no  longer  the  throbbing  of  the  pulse 
of  the  social  body.  There  is  a  deep  abhorrence  of  the  liquor  traffic,  and  a  moral 
sense  that  is  outraged  by  the  sale  of  drink  on  any  day  of  the  week. 

Psalms  10 :  9-11 ;  17,  18  ;  101 :  6-8. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  69.     What  is  forbidden  in  the  sixth  commandment  t 

Ans.  The  sixth  commandment  forbiddeth  the  taking  away  of  our  own  life, 
or  the  life  of  our  neighbor  unjustly,  or  whatsoever  tendeth  thereunto. 


Marriages. 


By  Rev.  W.  M.  Glasgow,  September  19,  1895,  J.  Harry  Calhoun  and  Miss 
Nannie  E.  Adams,  all  of  Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 

By  Rev.  Dr.  Mehard,  September  4,  1895,  John  Blair  Gilmorb,  licentiate, 
and  Miss  Emilie  Matilda  Withrrspoon,  of  Wampum,  Pa. 

By  Rev.  J.  M.  Faris,  of  New  Concord,  Ohio,  assisted  by  Rev.  R.  C.  Wylie,  of 
Wilkinsburg,  Pa.,  September  5,  1895,  at  the  home  of  the  bride's  father  near 
Frazersburg,  Ohio,  Greely  H.  Brown,  of  Perryton,  Ohio,  and  Miss  Mary 
Zonetta  Wylie. 


p 


BITUARIES. 


Died,  June  25,  1895,  at  her  home  in  Waterbury,  Conn.,  Matilda,  wife  of 
the  late  Robert  Cairns,  aged  70  years. 

Though  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Mrs.  Cairns  was  brought  up  by  her  widowed 
mother  and  grandmother  in  New  York  City,  removing  thence  after  her  marriage, 
first  to  Haverstraw,  N.  Y.,  and  thence  to  Waterbury,  Conn.,  where  she  spent 
the  last  thirty-eight  years  of  her  life. 

Her  Christian  profession  was  made  with  the  3d  Reformed  Presbyterian  con- 
gregation, then  worshipping  in  Waverly  Place,  New  York,  afterwards  in  West 
Twenty-third  street. 

Change  of  scene  and  place  of  residence  never  shook  her  allegiance  to  the 
faith  of  her  fathers.  Though  residing  forty-five  years  at  a  distance  of  many 
miles  fiom  the  city  where  her  church  was,  yet,  no  special  providence  hinderiu^ 
she  was  regularly  present  at  the  communion  table,  and  m*\\ft&ii«&  *  Yn<ftg  \&- 
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teres t  in  the  affairs  of  the  congregation,  and  of  the   Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church — by  literal  contributions  to  the  former,  and  the  schemes  of  the  latter. 

During  the  years  in  Water  bury  together  with  her  husband  and  children,  she 
was  a  regular  attendant  at  the  1st  Congregational  Church,  and  an  active  helper 
in  all  missionary  aud  charitable  enterprises.  Dr.  Anderson,  her  Waterboxy 
pastor,  said  at  her  funeral  services,  that  he  never  thought  of  her  as  not  being 
one  ot  his  own  members  so  sure  was  he  of  finding  her  ready  support  in  all 
church  work.  Mrs.  Cairns  bore  a  widowhood  of  nine  years  with  beautiful 
resignation,  happy  in  the  companionship  of  her  children  and  grandchildren, 
and  interested  in  all  the  social,  political  and  religious  affairs  of  the  time. 

To  a  naturally  sweet  disposition  she  added  complete  unselfishness,  and  an 
alKHinding  charily— the  beauty  of  character  imparted  a  charm  to  the  beautiful 
face,  which  in  these  later  months  shone  like  that  of  a  pictured  saint. 

In  November,  1893,  she  was  thrown  from  a  carriage,  and  was  so  seriously  in- 
jured that  her  life  was  despaired  of ;  but  after  months  of  suffering  she  recovered 
a  degree  of  health  and  was  able  again  to  tend  her  beloved  flowers,  and  occa- 
sionally ride  to  church.  But  the  foundation  had  been  shaken  ;  a  gradual  decline  \ 
followed,  aud  in  June,  1895,  with  the  flower  garden  in  full  bloom,  which  she 
had  hoped  to  see,  her  earthly  life  passed  away.  Not  once  during  those  periods 
of  suffering  was  there  a  word  of  repining  or  fretfulness,  only  perfect  patience 
and  serenity. 

From  the  first  she  had  no  expectation  of  recovery  ;  and  arranged  her  affsin 
in  preparation  for  her  departure.  Like  Christiana  she  called  for  her  children 
and  nave  them  her  blessing,  telling  them  that  the  separation  was  but  for  "a  little 
while."  In  the  delirium  of  pain  nothing  soothed  her  like  the  singing  of  the  23d 
Psalm.  Even  when  unconscious  of  all  else,  she  knew  the  familiar  words  of  her 
childhood,  and  would  faintly  murmur,  "  my  soul  he  doth  restore,"  or  "in  God's 
house  ;  "  and  surely,  there  with  parents,  husband,  two  sons,  and  the  beloved 
grandchild  "  forever  more  her  dwelling  place  shall  be."  Cox. 

Died,  September  20,  1894,  Jambs  Boggs,  ruling  elder  in  Allegheny  congre- 
gation, in  the  90th  year  of  his  age.  Mr.  Boggs  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and 
joined  the  Covenanter  Church  early  in  life  in  that  country.  He  came  to  America 
in  1832,  and  soon  found  a  home  in  Allegheny.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
prayermeeting  that  assembled  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Mowry  at  the  time  of  the1 
division  of  1833,  and  wad  one  of  those  belonging  to  that  society  who  adhered  to 
the  old  faith.  He  was  one  of  the  memlxers  of  the  congregation  that  called  Dr. 
Thomas  Sproull,  and  was  a  faithful  and  attentive  hearer  of  the  Doctor's  minis- 
trations during  his  whole  pastorate.  The  faith  of  Mr.  Boggs  was  of  the  nxc- 
plefct  and  direct  kind.  He  had  no  une  for  any  road  but  the  strait  one.  Te 
the  last  he  was  anxious  for  the  welfare  of  the  church,  and  regretted  greatly  that 
his  growing  deafness  prevented  his  hearing  the  word  preached,  lie  was  mar- 
ried twice,  having  nine  children,  seven  of  whom  are  still  living.  He  enjoyed 
their  most  tender  care  and  attention  to  the  last,  and  if  his  advanced  age  brought 
labor  and  sorrow  ho  had  the  consolation  of  the  kindest  care  of  earthly  friends 
and  of  the  care  of  the  Friend  who  sticketh  closer  than  a  brother.  He  was  ft 
man  who  always  spoke  modestly  of  his  confidence,  vet  always  avowed  his 
faith  in  the  mercy  of  his  Saviour.  He  was  a  just  man  and  one  who  feared  God. 
The  session  of  Allegheny  congregation  adopted  the  following  minute  on  the 
death  of  elder  James  Boggs  : 

As  God  in  his  providence  has  seen  fit  to  remove  from  this  session  and  con* 
gregation  Mr.  James  Boggs  by  death,  we,  the  session  of  Allegheny  congrega- 
tion, desire  to  put  on  record  our  appreciation  of  his  worth,  of  his  firm  hold  on 
the  principles  of  diviue  truth,  and  of  his  blameless  life.  As  an  elder  Mr.  Bogci 
whs  always  anxious  that  justice  be  done  to  every  one.  He  desired  to  hear  all  tne 
facte  before  passing  judgment,  and  was  firm  in  his  convictions  of  the  right.  Living 
through  the  division  of  1833,  and  the  recent  troubles  in  our  church,  he  did  not 
waver  in  bis  attachment  to  the  testimony  of  the  church  on  either  occasion.  His 
growing  dullness  of  hearing  prevented  him  from  performing  the  active  duties  of 
his  office,  yet  he  never  lost  interest  in  the  work  and  prospects  of  the  congrega- 
tion. He  was  for  thirty  years  an  elder  of  this  congregation,  though  for  about 
five  years  he  was  unable  to  eerve  by  reason  of  loss  of  hearing.  We  would  be 
warned  by  tins  death  that  the  longest  and  strongest  life  must  end  in  death,  and, 
as  he  himself  often  said,  the  great  thing  was  in  being  prepared. — Chriitid* 
AT«tion. 
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RIOINAL. 


DIVINE    PHOTOGRAPHY. 


BY  JOHN  BROWN,  A.  M.,  CASCADE,  IOWA. 


When  Moses  came  down  from  the  mount  of  communion  with  God, 
his  face  shone  with  such  dazzling  brightness,  that  the  children  of 
Israel  could  not  stedfastly  behold  him,  and  he  covered  his  face  with  a 
vail,  in  order  that  they  might  converse  with  him.  Moses  prophesied, 
with  a  vail  upon  his  face,  which  was  typical  of  the  darkness  of  his 
dispensation — "  which  vail  is  done  away  in  Christ."  But  Christ  ap- 
peared in  glory,  on  the  mount  of  transfiguration,  to  the  three  disciples, 
Peter,  James  and  John — without  an  interposing  vail — and  all  believers 
"beholding,"  in  the  "mirror"  of  the  gospel,  "the  glory  of  the 
liOrd,"  in  the  un vailed  face  of  Jesus  Christ,  are  "changed  into  the 
same  image,  from  glory  to  glory,  even  as  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord." 
II.  Cor.  3  :  18. 

But  the  views  which  we  get  of  Christ  in  this  world  are  dim  and 
obscure — few  and  far  between — compared  with  those  which  are 
reserved  for  the  saints  in  heaven.  The  mirrors  of  that  age  were 
made  of  polished  metal,  which  reflected  a  dim  outline  of  the  figure; 
but  the  saints  in  heaven  will  see  Christ,  not  in  an  enigma  or  riddle, 
but  "  face  to  face."  "  Beloved,  now  are  we  the  sons  of  God,  and  it 
doth  not  appear  what  we  shi&H  be ;  Tkit  we  know  that  when  he  shall 
appear,  we  shall  be  like  him,  for  we  shall  see  him  as  he  w." 

Though  I  have  committed  many  and  grievous  sins,  on  account  of 
which  "  I  repent,  and  abhor  myself  in  dust  and  ashes;  "  and  though 
I  have  had  many  hard  battles  with  unbelief,  doubts  and  fears,  I 
believe  all  my  sins  have  been  cast  into  the  depths  of  the  sea  of 
sovereign  grace,  and  knowing  that  I  must  soon  "  put  off  this  taber- 
nacle," I  have  a  desire  to  depart  and  be  with  Christ  which  is  very  far 
better  than  to  be  here. 

When  I  die,  I  do  not  wish  my  dead  body  to  be  taken  into  any 
place  of  worship— I  do  not  wish  any  eulogy  to  be  pronounced  at  my 
funeral — I  do  not  wish  instrumental  music  to  be  used,  but  the  inspired 
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psalms,  especially  Psalm  23rd  and  Psalm  16th  7-11,  substituting  tie 
Hebrew  word  Sheol,  which  means  "  the  invisible  world/'  for  grave  in 
the  English  translation,  ver.  10. 

I  remember  when  I  was  a  child  these  words  were  sung  on  a  funeral 
occasion  about  seventy-five  years  ago,  and  the  officiating  minister 
who  was  a  Congregationalism  in  prefacing  the  psalm,  remarked  that 
though  it  is  primarily  spoken  in  the  person  of  Christ,  it  includes  all 
the  members  of  his  mystical  body.  I  never  forgot  the  remark,  and  I 
have  always  believed  his  interpretation  to  be  the  true  one. 


THE  GIFT  OF  SPIRITUAL  POWER  AND  ITS  USE.* 


(Continued  from  page  324.) 

But  ye  shall  receive  power,  after  that  the  Holy  Ghost  is  come  upon  you ;  and 
ye  shall  he  witnesses  unto  me  both  in  Jerusalem,  and  in  all  Judea,  and  in 
Samaria,  and  unto  the  uttermost  part  of  the  earth. — Acta  1 :  8. 

We  now  return  to  the  efficient  means  for  obtaining  spiritual  power 
which  is  prayer.  The  Christiau  receives  the  gift  of  power  by  the 
Holy  Ghost  in  answer  to  prayer.  We  have  already  quoted  the  spe- 
cific promise :  "  How  much  more  shall  your  heavenly  Father  give 
the  Holy  Spirit  to  them  that  ask  him  ?  "  "  Ask  and  it  shall  be  given 
vou."  The  means  is  within  the  reach  of  all.  The  least  in  the  world 
may  be  the  greatest  in  the  Spirit.  The  Holy  Ghost  is  ready  to  enter 
the  heart,  as  prayer  and  faith  open  the  heart  to  receive  that  adorable 
Person  in  the  fulness  of  his  power.  He  is  ready  to  do  his  work  most 
rapidly  and  thoroughly,  producing  a  transformation  of  soul,  life  and 
character. 

The  Holy  Spirit  filled  the  temple  of  Solomon  with  the  ineffitble 
glory  of  the  divine  presence  while  the  king  prayed  ;  in  like  manner 
he  can  fill  the  body-temple  in  answer  to  prayer.  He  descended  upon 
the  head  of  Jesus  in  visible  form,  and  upon  his  soul  in  unlimited 
measure  in  answer  to  prayer;  he  will  also  descend  upon  his  people, 
when  they  seek  for  him  in  like  manner.  At  the  stroke  of  Moses' 
rod,  water  flowed  from  the  rock ;  even  thus  can  the  Holy  Ghost  make 
waters  flow  from  the  deep  places  of  the  heart,  at  the  lifting  up  of  the 
rod  of  prayer.  The  rod  of  Aaron  budded  and  blossomed,  and  bore 
fruit  in  a  night,  when  laid  up  in  the  ark  ;  thus  the  soul  hiding  itself 
in  the  heart  of  Jesus  by  earnest  prayer  will  quickly  show  an  exuber- 
ance of  holy  life  and  fruit.  The  whitened  bones  in  the  valley  of 
vision,  were  collected  and  united,  covered  with  flesh  and  set  on  their 
feet,  a  living,  moving,  invincible  army,  in  a  day,  through  the  inter- 
cession of  the  prophet ;  in  like  manner  the  Holy  Spirit  will  renovate 
and  restore  a  dead,  disjointed  church,  without  delay,  if  the  air  be 
stirred  with  prayer.     Prayer  is  the  indispensable  means. 

Much  is  implied  in  praying  for  the  Holy  Ghost  to  come  in  power. 
The  heart  must  be  willing  for  the  Spirit  to  take  full  possession,  and 

♦Delivered  by  Rev.  J.  C.  McFeeters,  retiring  Moderator  of  the  Synod  of  the 
R.  P.  Church,  at  Denver,  Col.,  on  Jane  6,  1895. 
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do  all  his  pleasure.  The  suppliant  must  pass  himself  over  into  the 
hands  of  the  Spirit  to  be  used  only  for  Christ.  He  who  prays  for 
the  heavenly  power,  must  be  willing  to  let  the  Holy  Spirit  kindle 
fires  of  love  in  which  the  old  self-love  will  be  entirely  consumed ; 
erect  a  cross  upon  which  the  old  flesh-life  will  be  nailed  to  death ; 
dig  a  grave  in  which  the  old  self-glory  will  be  buried  without  the 
hope  of  a  resurrection  ;  produce  a  change  like  that  which  turned  the 
easy-going  disciples  into  daring,  indefatigable,  irresistible  heralds  of 
the  gospel.  The  Holy  Spirit,  in  the  day  of  his  coming,  in  answer  to 
prayer,  to  take  possession  of  the  Christian,  will  stir  the  mountain  of 
self-security  and  chase  the  soul  into  "  the  munitions  of  rocks."  He 
will  stir  the  nest  of  the  fledgling  eagles,  and  cast  them  upon  the  deep 
swirling  air,  to  use  their  wings  and  learn  to  soar. 

There  is  something  awful  in  the  thought  of  being  absolutely  sur- 
rendered to  the  Spirit,  to  be  led  by  him  through  fire  and  water,  to  be 
lifted  up  to  heaven  and  cast  down  again,  to  be  brought  into  fiercest 
conflicts  and  under  overwhelming  obligations.  Few  have  the  courage 
to  surrender  to  the  Spirit  in  the  unreserved  consecration  of  their  lives 
to  Jesus.  Stephen  surrendered  himself,  and  was  led  into  contention 
for  the  truth  and  to  death  by  stoning.  Peter  surrendered  himself, 
and  was  led  against  the  desperate  thousands  of  his  Lord's  crucifiers, 
to  preach  the  plain,  piercing,  terrible  truth  of  their  guilt,  and  pro- 
claim the  offer  of  pardon.  Paul  surrendered,  and  he  was  led  into 
weariness  and  painfulness,  into  perils  and  prisons,  into  watchings, 
hunger,  thirst,  fastings,  cold  and  nakedness.  Martin  Luther  sur- 
rendered to  the  Spirit,  and  was  led  into  work  and  warfare  that  shook 
his  soul  with  dread,  and  Europe  with  battles.  Richard  Cameron  sur- 
rendered, and  he  became  a  trumpet  of  the  Lord,  whose  blasts  defied 
the  powers  of  darkness  that  stained  Aird's  Moss  with  his  blood. 
John  Howard  surrendered,  and  he  was  led  over  the  world  for  the 
relief  of  earth's  prisoners,  and  when  urged  to  abandon  his  work  in 
Egypt,  which  was  then  devastated  with  a  plague,  replied  :  "The 
way  to  heaven  is  as  near  from  Cairo  as  from  London."  Count  Zin- 
zendorf,  the  Moravian  missionary,  surrendered  himself,  and  was  filled 
with  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  till  he  could  say,  "  I  have  but  one  passion, 
and  that  is  He,  only  He."  In  the  face  of  consequences,  who  has 
courage  to  surrender  to  the  Holy  Ghost,  in  the  effectual  prayer  that 
will  give  him  unlimited  and  everlasting  control  over  the  whole  person! 

However,  with  all  the  sacrifices  included,  the  absolute  surrender  to 
the  Spirit  is  but  the  beginning  of  happiness.  Then  the  soul  begins 
to  discover  the  end  of  its  being,  finds  its  place  in  the  heart  of  God, 
realizes  its  power  in  Christ,  places  a  right  estimate  on  the  invisible 
world,  and  moves  in  the  orbit  of  duty  swayed  as  little  by  the  allure- 
ments of  earth,  as  the  earth  is  swayed  by  the  shooting  stars.  Imper- 
fections and  vexations  still  exist,  but  spiritual  life  and  power  are 
mightily  in  excess. 

4.     Consider  the  use  of  spiritual  power. 

Spiritual  power  is  bestowed  upon  the  Christian  to  be  used  for  one 
purpose — the  service  of  Jesus.    "  Ye  shall  be  witneaaea  uuto  ta^r    "£>&& 
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communication  of  gifts  by  the  Spirit  are  ever  with  one  and  the  same 
intention — the  glorifying  of  Christ.  If  coveted  with  unholy  design, 
the  prayer  will  remain  unanswered,  or  the  answer  will  bring  humilia- 
tion. Simon  Magus  tried  to  procure  the  holy  gift  with  money,  with 
which  to  increase  money,  fame,  might  or  pleasure,  and  was  signally 
disappointed.  The  great  office  of  the  Spirit  is  to  glorify  Jesus. 
"  He  shall  testify  of  me."  "  He  shall  glorify  me."  "  He  shall  take 
of  the  things  of  mine  and  show  them  unto  you."  As  he  cannot  de- 
part from  this  rule  of  his  sacred  ministry,  they  whom  he  endues  with 
power  must  fulfil  his  design. 

The  Christian  has  but  one  lawful  object  in  life — the  glorifying  of 
his  Lord.  For  this  purpose  he  is  bound  to  use  all  that  he  has.  He 
can  fulfil  his  mission  only  by  becoming  a  burning  point  of  divine 
power,  an  emanation  of  his  Redeemer's  glory ;  all  he  possesses  most 
become  fuel  to  increase  the  brightness  of  that  flame.  Like  Paul,  he 
should  be  able  to  say,  "  For  to  me  to  live  is  Christ."  He  should  have 
the  fervency  of  the  missionary  who  exclaimed,  "  I  have  but  one 
passion,  and  that  is  He,  only  He." 

Power  by  the  Holy  Spirit  is  for  doing  work.  Jesus  will  have  an 
active  people,  willing  to  work;  work,  not  as  weaklings,  but  as 
mighties ;  work  like  himself,  and  above  himself,  when  he  was  in 
earth's  lowly  paths,  strewing  mercies  and  miracles  around  him.  "He 
that  belie  vet  h  on  me  the  works  that  I  do  shall  he  do  also,  and  greater 
works  than  these  shall  he  do ;  because  I  go  unto  the  Father." 

The  holy  power  is  for  the  proclamation  of  truth.  The  Spirit  con- 
vinces of  sin,  of  righteousness,  and  of  judgment.  The  plain,  practi- 
cal, powerful,  irresistible  preaching  of  the  word  can  be  given  to  the 
world  only  by  those  who  are  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost. 

The  power  is  to  be  used  for  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  in  contending 
against  the  powers  of  evil.  The  Spirit-filled  Christian,  with  face 
radiant  in  meekness,  and  head  covered  with  helmet  of  light,  and 
only  a  book  for  a  weapon,  can  go  forth  to  overcome  the  world,  to 
conquer  kingdoms  for  Jesus,  and  to  finish  life's  warfare  with  more 
than  the  honors  of  a  conqueror.  To  him  the  very  promise  given  to 
his  Captain  becomes  a  verity :  "  Thou  shalt  tread  upon  the  lion  and 
adder ;  the  young  lion  and  the  dragon  thou  shalt  trample  under  feet" 
What  greater  victory  could  be  desired  ! 

The  great  duty  of  the  Christian  is  embraced  in  one  word — testi- 
mony ;  a  testimony  given  by  the  voice,  enforced  by  the  life,  intensi- 
fied by  service,  sealed  by  death.  The  believer,  if  true  to  his  calling, 
will  give  himself  to  the  Spirit,  to  be  a  martyr  for  the  truth,  to  enter 
into  martyrdom,  to  meet  a  martyr's  doom,  which  is  an  infilling  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  till  the  soul  is  animated  with  power,  the  conscious- 
ness of  God's  presence  transforms  life,  heaven  and  eternity  become 
radiant  before  the  eye,  while  the  minutest  duties  are  respected  with 
the  tenderest  conscience.  Martyrdom,  in  the  scriptural  sense,  does 
not  mean  a  cruel  death,  but  the  spirit,  service,  and  glory  of  the  wit- 
ness-bearer, who  testifies  for  Jesus  Christ.  This  exalted  office  can  be 
filled  only  by  those  \y\\ov&  iVve  H^Vj  S^uzvt  qualifies.    He  must  come  in 
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person  and  in  power  and  take  possession  of  the  soul,  lifting  it  into 
consciousness  of  the  eternal  world,  and  above  all  fear  of  this  world ; 
into  the  blessedness  of  the  new  life,  and  above  all  allurements  of  this 
life ;  to  stand  where  Paul  stood  when  he  counted  all  things  but  loss 
that  he  might  win  Christ ;  where  John  stood  when  even  a  thought 
would  flood  his  memory  with  Christ's  glory ;  where  Peter  stood 
when  he  was  ever  hearing  the  echoes  of  the  deathless  voice ;  where 
Elijah  stood  in  the  presence  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts.  Jesus  said,  u  Ye 
shall  be  my  martyrs."  To  become  witnesses,  the  Spirit  must  be 
received  in  the  fulness  of  his  power,  and  the  power  must  be  used  in 
glorifying  Jesus. 

We  close  by  urging  the  duty  of  praying  for  the  Holy  Ghost  to 
come  in  the  fulness  of  Pentecostal  power. 

1.  Let  each  member  of  the  church  earnestly  plead  for  him  to 
come  and  take  possession  of  the  soul.  The  gift  is  still  held  forth  as 
in  the  original  offer.  The  power  that  made  the  weak  mighty,  ti.e 
drowsy  full  of  energy,  the  waveriug  steadfast  as  a  rock,  the  self- 
loving  ready  to  be  offered  as  a  sacrifice,  the  inefficient  capable  of 
mighty  works  and  results,  that  power  is  yet  obtainable.  Prayer  will 
secure  it.  The  Holy  Spirit  is  waiting  to  use  the  consecrated  one  as 
he  used  Gideon.  "  The  Spirit  clothed  himself  with  Gideon,"  (R.  V. 
margin).  Then  was  that  man  able  to  meet  his  thousands  and  with 
three  hundred  put  countless  hosts  to  flight.  When  the  Spirit  lifts  up  his 
standard  against  the  enemy,  he  looks  for  the  self-surrendered  Chris- 
tian, he  enters  him  in  his  personal  presence,  he  clothes  himself  with 
him  as  with  a  garment,  he  wears  him  as  a  color-bearer  wears  the  uni- 
form of  his  regiment,  he  leads  him  through  the  conflicts  of  life, 
through  death,  the  grave,  the  judgment,  to  make  that  loyal  servant 
the  luminous  habitation  of  his  presence  forever. 

2.  Let  the  church  confidently  expect  the  baptism  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  The  Father  has  promised  to  send  the  Spirit  to  the  church  ; 
the  glory  of  the  Son  depends  upon  his  coming  ;  he  himself  has  no 
greater  joy  than  in  filling  the  body  of  Christ  with  energy,  and  cover- 
ing it  with  glory  and  beauty.  The  Spirit  is  waiting  to  use  the  ordi- 
nances as  channels  overflowing  all  their  banks  with  holy  influences, 
to  make  his  people  instruments  in  fulfilling  God's  glorious  design  ; 
waiting  to  "  create  upon  every  dwelling-place  of  Mount  Zion,  and 
upon  her  assemblies,  a  cloud  and  smoke  by  day,  and  the  shining  of 
flaming  fire  by  night;  for  upon  all  the  glory  shall  be  a  defence." 
He  is  waiting  till  prayer  rise  high  enough  to  draw  the  lightning.  In 
answer  to  pointed  prayer  he  will  come,  and  fill  the  church  with  Pente- 
costal power,  as  certainly  as  he  honors  the  law  of  his  own  being. 
Already  he  gives  intimations  of  his  coming,  in  some  noble  lives, 
transformed  and  lifted  up  in  consecration,  swaying  vast  multitudes 
with  the  infinite  power  which  has  caught  hold  upon  themselves.  If 
the  earnest  will  pray,  if  prayermeetiugs  will  grow  warm,  if  those  who 
are  moved  will  continue  to  move  under  the  Holy  Ghost,  heaven  and 
earth  will  soon  be  moved  by  this  power,  and  the  glorious  movera^-vsl 
will  soon  overspread  the  world. 
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3.     The  promises  are  all  yea  and  amen  in  Christ  Jesus. 

There  shall  be  a  handful  of  corn  in  the  earth  upon  the  top  of  the 
mountains  ;  the  fruit  thereof  shall  shake  like  Lebanon  ;  and  they  of 
the  city  shall  flourish  like  grass  of  the  earth. — Psalm  72 :  16. 

Moreover  the  light  of  the  moon  shall  be  as  the  light  of  the  sun, 
and  the  light  of  the  sun  shall  be  sevenfold,  as  the  light  of  seven 
days,  in  the  day  that  the  Lord  bindeth  up  the  breach  of  his  people, 
and  healeth  the  stroke  of  their  wound. — Isaiah  30 :  26. 

And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  that  day,  that  the  mountains  shall 
drop  down  new  wine,  and  the  hills  shall  flow  with  milk,  and  all  the 
rivers  of  Judah  shall  flow  with  waters,  and  a  fountain  shall  come 
forth  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  shall  water  the  valley  of 
Shittim.— Joel  3 :  18. 

Jesus  stood  and  cried  saying,  If  any  man  thirst,  let  him  come  unto 
me,  and  drink.  He  that  belie veth  on  me,  as  the  Scriptures  hath 
said,  out  of  his  belly  shall  flow  rivers  of  living  water. — John  7 :  37,38. 

And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  the  last  days,  saith  God,  I  will  poor 
out  of  my  Spirit  upon  all  flesh ;  and  your  sous  and  your  daughters 
shall  prophesy,  and  your  young  men  shall  see  visions,  and  your  old 
men  shall  dream  dreams ;  and  on  my  servants,  and  on  my  hand- 
maidens I  will  pour  out  in  those  days  of  my  Spirit ;  and  they  shall 
prophesy. — Acts  2 :  17,  18. 

For  this  cause,  I  bow  my  knees  unto  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  of  whom  the  whole  family  iu  heaven  and  earth  is  named, 
that  he  would  grant  you  according  to  the  riches  of  his  glory,  to  be 
strengthened  with  might  by  bis  Spirit,  in  the  inner  man. — Ephesians 
3:14-16. 


Editorial. 


CONDITIONS    OF    SUCCESS.* 


More  can  be  done  to  have  regular  preaching  than  we  are  accus- 
tomed to  suppose.  The  plan  recommended  by  last  Synod  is  a  good 
one.  The  results  in  Pittsburgh  Presbytery,  where  it  has  been  tried, 
have  been  thus  far  very  satisfactory.  Clarksburgh  congregation  has 
a  membership  of  33,  and  a  good  house  of  worship,  though  a  little 
out  of  repair.  The  members  are  warmly  attached  to  the  church, 
though  so  much  scattered  that  they  have  no  prayer  meeting  or  Sab- 
bath School.  There  is  preaching  once  a  month.  They  nearly  all 
attend  the  services  of  other  denominations  on  Sabbath  when  the? 
have  none  of  their  own,  and  their  children  attend  other  Sabbath 
Schools.  Unless  something  is  done  it  will  only  be  a  little  while 
until  the  congregation  ceases  to  exist.  The  members  realize  this.  A 
very  pleasant  communion  was  held  on  the  last  Sabbath  of  September. 
All  the  members  were  present  except  two.      At  the  close  of  the  ser- 

*This  is  the  close  of  the  editorial,  part  of  which  appeared  in  the  October 
number. 
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vices  on  Monday,  it  was  unanimously  resolved  to  request  presbytery 
to  appoint  Rev.  D.  J.  Shaw  stated  supply,  and  to  supplement  the 
subscription.  The  appointment  has  been  made  and  accepted.  There 
is  no  doubt  it  will  prove  of  decided  advantage  to  the  congregation, 
which  will  thus  have  pastoral  oversight,  and  the  young  will  be  cared 
for. 

McKeesport,  located  only  a  short  distauce  from  Pittsburgh,  has  a 
population  of  about  30}000.  It  is  one  of  the  busiest  cities  in  the 
State.  We  have  a  good  church  building  there  free  from  debt.  A 
few  months  ago  the  prospects  of  the  congregation  were  exceedingly 
discouraging.  Mr.  Sharp  was  appointed  by  the  Central  Board  stated 
supply.  He  has  proved  himself  to  be  a  wise  and  most  efficient 
worker.  At  the  late  communion  there  was  an  accession  of  six.  The 
pastors  of  our  city  congregations  rendered  assistance.  The  audiences 
during  the  services  were  quite  large.  Our  prospects  there  now  are 
reasonably  good.  McKeesport  is  a  place  of  such  importance  that  the 
church  should  be  prepared  to  expend  money  liberally  for  its  cultivation. 

East  End,  Pittsburgh,  congregation  requested  presbytery  at  its  late 
meeting  to  appoint  Rev.  D.  C.  Martin  stated  supply,  which  was  done. 
The  church  should  be  prepared  to  give  substantial  assistance  for  the 
cultivation  of  this  most  important  field,  and  Brother  Martin  should 
be  made  to  feel  that  he  will  be  supported  in  every  right  effort  to  main- 
tain our  cause  there.  Unless  East  End  congregation  maintains  its 
existence,  numbers  of  our  people  will  be  lost  to  the  church.  They  are 
constantly  moving  out  from  the  business  part  of  the  city,  and  if  we  do 
not  have  church  facilities  for  them  they  will  sooner  or  later  unite  with 
other  bodies. 

North  Union  and  Middletown  congregations  will  have  the  oversight 
of  Rev.  Charles  Clyde  as  stated  supply  from  February  1, 1896.  Both 
congregations  are  small,  but  neither  has  any  intention  of  giving  up. 
In  this  way  provision  is  made  for  them. 

These  congregations  were  all  visited  by  our  presbyterial  missionary 
or  a  substitute  and  stimulated  to  make  an  effort  to  have  regular 
preaching.  To  a  degree  the  revived  interest  is  due  to  his  presence. 
Others  have  been  visited,  and  with  encouraging  results.  The  proba- 
bility is  that  every  congregation  in  Pittsburgh  Presbytery  not  able  to 
take  the  entire  time  of  a  preacher  will  have  ere  long  a  stated  supply, 
and  so  enjoy  pastoral  oversight. 

Oil  Creek  congregation  affords  a  good  illustration  of  what  a  little 
care  and  attention  on  the  part  of  presbytery  will  accomplish.  It  had 
become  disorganized ;  the  members  were  few  and  discouraged.  A 
commission  visited  and  reorganized  it.  The  Lord's  Supper  was  dis- 
pensed. The  members  were  encouraged  to  hope  a  settlement  would 
be  effected.  A  call  was  moderated  which,  on  account  of  their  weak- 
ness numerically  and  financially,  they  scarcely  dared  hope  would  be 
accepted.  But  it  was.  A  settlement  was  effected.  To-day,  under 
the  efficient  ministry  of  Brother  Crowe,  it  is  one  of  the  most  earnest 
and  active  of  our  smaller  congregations.     The  young  are  all  in  the 
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church.     The  communion  held  there  this  fall  is  reported  to  have  been 
a  most  delightful  occasion.     The  members  are  now  full  of  hope. 

Now  why  cannot  something  like  this  be  done  in  all  of  our  presby- 
teries? If  each  weak  congregation  in  the  church  were  thus  looked 
after,  its  condition  carefully  studied  and  whenever  it  could  be  done  an 
arrangement  made  for  at  least  a  stated  supply,  the  condition  of  many 
of  them  would  soon  be  much  mare  satisfactory  than  it  now  is,  and  the 
time  of  all  our  ministers  who  are  able  to  work  would  be  taken.  Of 
course  a  man  appointed  stated  supply  in  weak  congregations  would 
preach  many  a  time  without  receiving  full  compensation.  But  then 
would  that  not  be  far  more  satisfactory  than  to  remain  idle  ? 

J.  W.  S. 

The  programme  for  the  celebration  of  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary 

of  the  Central  Reformed  Presbyterian  congregation  of  Allegheny  was 

carried  out  in  every  particular  except  in  the  case  of  three  of  the 

speakers  who  were  unable  to  be  present.     Everything  passed  off  very 

pleasantly.     The  weather  was  delightful ;  large  audiences  attended  all 

the  meetings,  that  on  communion  Sabbath  afternoon  exceeding  any 

before  in  the  history  of  the  congregation  with  two  exceptions.    The 

number  of  communicants  was  larger  than  ever  before.     On  Thursday 

evening  the  tablet  in  honor  of  Dr.  Thomas  Sproull  was  unveiled, 

when  a  number  of  interesting  impromptu  addresses  were  made.    The 

tablet,  made  of  Belgian  marble,  and  enclosed  in  a  frame  of  black,  is 

placed  upon  the  wall  to  the  right  of  the  pulpit.     The  inscription  is  as 

follows  : 

In  Memory  of 

T.  SPROULL,  D.  D.,  LL.  D., 

a  truly  good  and  great  man, 

Beloved,  Trusted,  Honored. 

Born  September,  15,  1803. 

First  Pastor  of  the  Reformed 

Presbyterian  Church  of  Pittsburgh 

and  Allegheny,  May  12,  1834 — 

October  14,   1868.      Professor  of 

Theology   in   the   Seminary   of   the 

Reformed  Presbyterian  Church, 

1838-1875. 

Professor  Emeritus,  1875-1892. 

Died,  March  21,  1892. 

"wbll  done,  good  and  faithful  8ervant." 

On  Tuesday  evening  there  was  a  reception  and  reunion,  the  pastor 
and  wife,  Mrs.  Dr.  T.  Sproull,  the  elders  and  their  wives  and  representa- 
tives from  the  families  of  the  elders  who  have  died,  receiving.  The 
evening  was  spent  very  pleasantly.  Indeed,  during  the  entire  week 
there  was  nothing  that  in  the  least  marred  the  pleasure  of  the  occa- 
sion. The  Central  enters  on  its  second  quarter-centennial  with  en- 
couraging prospects.  It  has  two  mission  buildings,  the  debt  on  which 
is  about  $1,200,  which  they  hope  to  have  removed  ere  lon^  as  it  inter- 
feres with  the  successful  prosecution  of  mission  work.  The  members 
are  determined  to  make  the  influence  of  the  congregation  felt  for  good 
to  as  great  an  extent  as  \a  \n  ttair  \*ower.  J.  W.  S. 
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Church  union  is  a  frequent  theme  for  discussion.  As  in  the  past 
so  now,  there  are  twa  leading  plans  to  bring  about  union  of  churches. 

The  one  plan  is  to  teach  and  press  all  the  truth  which  God  has 
given  the  denomination  to  apprehend,  committing  the  result  to  the 
working  of  the  same  diviue  Spirit  that  has  indited  the  word. 
"  Whereunto  we  have  already  attained,  let  us  walk  by  the  same  rule, 
let  us  mind  the  same  thing,"  Phil.  3  :  16.  "  And  if  in  anything  ye 
be  otherwise  minded,  God  shall  reveal  even  this  unto  you,\'  Phil.  3:15. 
Our  own  church  covenant  ot  1871,  says  :  "  We  will  by  dissemina- 
tion and  application  of  the  principles  of  truth  herein  professed,  and 
by  cultivating  and  exercising  Christian  charity,  labor  to  remove 
stumbling  blocks,  and  to  gather  into  one  the  scattered  and  divided 
friends  of  truth  and  righteousness." 

The  other  plan  is  to  scale  the  creeds  of  the  church  down  to  the 
limits  of  some  early  creed,  and  to  unite  on  this.  This  plan  is  favored 
by  Dr.  Briggs,  and  others  associated  with  him  in  a  society  for  Church 
Unity.  This  plan  would  embrace  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  as 
well.  Others  would  confine  the  plan  to  the  Protestant  churches, 
leaving  out,  however,  the  Unitarian,  and  others  classed  as  non-evan- 
gelical. Either  mode  would  still  leave  a  wide  breach  in  the  Christian 
church,  less  wide,  however,  if  Dr.  Briggs'  and  Dr.  Lyman  Abbott's 
society  is  to  have  its  views  accepted. 

Then  various  schemes  for  church  union  have  laid  hold  of  good 
men  and  carried  them  away.  Schism  seems  the  one  sin.  Errors  in 
doctrine  and  practice  are  condoned.  The  effect  has  been,  oftentimes, 
to  increase  the  very  evil  that  is  deplored,  so  that  such  men  have  be- 
come in  part  as  truly  as  the  heretics  of  the  church,  schismatics,  in 
increasing  the  uumber  of  its  divisions.  We  do  not  place  with  either 
of  these  classes,  the  men  who  for  sake  of  truth  and  conscience  stand 
out  from  a  backsliding  body,  and  organize  anew. 

There  is  a  lesson  even,  on  doing  away  with  all  creeds,  and  taking 
the  Bible  as  the  only  creed,  so  as  to  effect  union.  Alexander  Camp- 
bell, an  Associate  minister  of  Virginia,  came  to  look  upon  schism  as 
the  sin  of  the  church,  and  would  go  to  the  word  of  God  as  the  one 
term  of  communion.  He  declared  that  "  Christian  union  can  result 
from  nothing  short  of  the  destruction  of  creeds  and  confessions  of 
faith,  inasmuch  as  human  creeds  and  confessions  have  destroyed 
Christian  union ;  "  and  "  that  nothing  ought  to  be  received  into  the 
faith  or  worship  of  the  church,  or  to  be  made  a  term  of  communion 
among  Christians,  that  is  not  as  old  as  the  New  Testament."  He 
became  the  father  of  the  Campbellite  denomination,  taking  for  its 
name  The  Disciples  of  Christ,  the  Christian  Church,  with  views  on 
immersion  and  baptismal  regeneration  that  shut  them  in,  and  shut 
out  all  that  do  not  so  read  the  word  of  God.  In  our  day,  men  of 
diverse  views  and  practice  and  of  an  aggressive  spirit  are  yet  from 
different  quarters  pushing  for  church  union  on  a  basis  of  a  brief 
creed  of  a  few  words,  after  the  wonderful  advance  in  the  church's 
comprehension  of  the  divine  Word  through  the  centuries,  since  the 
Word  was  given.     Each  in  the  strength  of  his  couv\cfcAOT»  wcA  ^ec- 
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sonality  imagines  that  all  he  needs  is  a  wider  arena,  a  larger  audience, 
and  his  views  of  truth  and  duty  will  carry  the  day.  As  though  an 
array  that  has  at  great  sacrifice  carried  line  after  line,  and  is  ready  for 
a  fresh  advance  were  bidden  to  retire  back,  back,  back  within  its  early 
line,  and  leave  the  field  open  again  for  the  contest.  "  We  wrestle 
not  against  flesh  and  blood,  but  against  principalities,  against  powers, 
against  the  rulers  of  the  darkness  of  this  world,  against  spiritual 
wickedness  in  high  places.  Wherefore  take  unto  you  the  whole 
armor  of  God,"  Ephesians  6 :  12, 13.  "  Your  adversary  the  devil,  as 
a  roaring  lion,  walketh  about,  seeking  whom  he  may  devour ;  whom 
resist,  steadfast  in  the  faith/'  I.  Peter  5 :  8.  The  Testimony,  chapter 
XXXIII.,  declares :  %t  Every  generation  is  to  take  care  that  the 
truth,  as  stated  and  defended  by  their  predecessors,  shall  be  main- 
tained and  faithfully  transmitted  together  with  the  result  of  their 
own  contendings  to  the  succeeding  generation.  The  church  may  not 
recede  from  a  more  clear  and  particular  testimony  to  a  more  general 
and  evasive  one,  but  the  witnesses  must  proceed  in  finishing  their 
testimony,  rendering  it  more  pointed  and  complete,  until  God  shall, 
according  to  his  promise,  overthrow  the  empire  of  darkness,  and  in- 
troduce the  millennial  state,  in  which  the  earth  shall  be  full  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  Lord,  as  the  waters  cover  the  sea.  We  therefore 
condemn  the  following  errors^  and  testify  against  all  who  maintain 
them.  1.  That  the  Bible  is  the  only  proper  testimony  of  the  church. 
2.  That  a  Christian  is  under  no  obligation  to  follow  Christ's  wit- 
nesses in  their  faithful  contendings.  3.  That  it  is  lawful,  in  order  to 
enlarge  the  church,  to  open  a  wider  door  of  communion  by  declining 
from  a  more  pointed  testimony  to  one  which  is  more  loose  aud  general." 


The  above  editorial  was  in  type  last  month,  but  was  crowded  out. 
Since  it  was  written  the  Irish  Covenanter  for  October  has  come  to 
hand.  The  leading  article  is,  "The  Christian  Statesman  on  Church 
Union,"  by  Prof.  James  Dick.  It  has  been  transferred  in  full  to  the 
Christian  Nation  of  October  30,  and  is  well  worthy  of  attention.  We 
make  a  few  extracts :  "  The  real  question  is,  '  Is  the  church  of  Christ 
to  retain  a  full  testimony  for  Christ,  or  must  she  suffer  her  testimony 
to  be  narrowed  at  the  bidding  of  every  erroneous  party  or  person,  on 
pain  of  being  charged  with  schism  ?  ' "  "After  all,  the  question  re- 
solves itself  into  one  of  church  discipline.  The  object  of  church  dis- 
cipline is  to  keep  the  fellowship  of  the  church  pure,  or  to  restore  its 
purity  if  it  has  been  impaired."  "  If  the  error  of  the  individual 
comes  to  be  the  error  of  a  minority  or  of  a  majority  in  a  church,  it  is 
still  the  same  error  and  subject  to  the  same  discipline."  "  Nowhere 
in  the  whole  compass  of  Scripture  does  Christ  teach  that  the  existing 
beliefs  of  men,  or  of  churches,  are  to  be  in  any  sense  fundamental  law 
for  his  church."  "  Let  us  suppose  the  united  church  of  Christ  begin- 
ning with  the  acceptance  of  his  revealed  will  in  all  things:  Which 
of  these  two  things  is  it  to  maintain  at  all  hazards — its  own  visible 
unity,  or  the  unity  of  Christ's  revealed  will? — a  united  body  of  men 
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who  have  ceased  to  hold  much  of  the  faith,  or  the  faith  itself  once  for 
all  delivered  to  the  saints ?"  "Suppose  the  Saviour  to  call  his  peo- 
ple around  him  and  deliver  his  doctrines  all  at  once;  whatever  part 
of  those  doctrines  we  may  rule  out  now  to  secure  union,  his  people 
would  have  been  equally  justified  in  ruling  out  to  prevent  division — 
and  that  too,  at  the  very  moment  when  the  Saviour's  voice  was  ring- 
ing in  their  ears."  "The  Saviour's  prayer  is  a  prayer  for  real  unity 
in  truth  and  obedience,  not  a  pretence  of  unity  in  outward  organiza- 
tion, merely,  on  one  or  two  fuudamentals."  "  Such  a  union,  if  secured 
now,  and  in  the  present  temper  of  the  Christian  churches,  could  not 
but  be  productive  of  evil  instead  of  good  in  every  sense.  Either  it 
would  bind  the  members  of  the  purer  churches  to  silence  about  their 
distinctive  doctrines,  and  so  to  unfaithfulness,  or  it  would  result  in 
additional  bitterness  and  strife  and  division  if  they  proclaimed  those 
doctrines,  after  deliberately  dropping  them  to  secure  the  union" 

It  is  well  known  that  the  editor  of  the  Christian  Statesman  magni- 
fies the  Christian  Endeavor  Pledge  as  an  all  embracing  covenant,  and 
thus  the  whole  trend  of  the  movement  may  well  be  favored  along 
with  federation,  as  if  to  usher  in  the  day  of  the  union  of  the  divided 
churches.  The  history  of  these  artificial  schemes  is  all  one,  while 
prayer  will  constantly  go  up  for  the  unity  that  is  to  be  desired,  to  him 
who  alone  can  knit  together  his  church  in  the  truth. 


The  church  has  before  it  in  the  present  status  of  affairs  in  Pitts- 
burgh Presbytery  an  illustration  of  how  ill  advised  efforts  at  church 
union  tend  to  schism  in  the  various  denominations.  This  spectacle  is 
not  only  for  ourselves,  but  for  other  churches  as  well.  They  cannot 
but  be  interested  witnesses  of  the  struggle  in  our  little  body,  because 
the  questions  involved  concern  them  as  well. 

Shall  the  denomination  live,  or  shall  it  cease  to  live,  is  of  course  the 
question  at  the  root.  Does  it  deserve  to  live  ?  But  there  are  various 
phases  of  the  struggle  for  existence.  We  have  now  a  curious  phase 
of  this  struggle  in  our  church.  The  friends  of  Church  Union  are 
endeavoring  to  promote  it  by  discipline  of  one  who  seems  extreme  in 
devotion  to  the  church  life.  The  bone  of  contention  is  specially  The 
United  Society  of  Christian  Endeavor,  not  Christian  Endeavor  in  the 
congregation,  nor  within  the  denomination,  and  regulated  by  it,  but 
the  inter-denominational  society  ;  and  the  discipline  of  the  denomina- 
tion itself  is  invoked  to  crush  out  opposition  to  this  society.  The 
extracts  we  give  in  this  number  show  the  relation  of  some  large 
denominations  and  of  some  earnest  Christian  reformers  and  leaders  to 
this  United  Society ;  and  to  all  such  the  state  of  affairs  with  us  must 
be  a  curious  spectacle. 

When  the  Dissenter  in  issues  during  the  summer  spoke  of  disci- 
pline for  views  affecting  the  National  Reform  Association  and  the 
Christian  Endeavor  Society,  we  did  not  refer  to  it,  because  we  never 
supposed  any  one  in  the  ministry  of  our  church  would  be  so  far  left 
to  himself  as  to  do  anything  but  threaten,  and  so  we  let  the  mattes. 
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pass.  When  presbytery  met,  however,  on  October  8th,  the  threat  had 
entered  into  willing  ears,  and  the  charges  were  made.  We  endeavored 
to  have  them  thrown  out  of  court,  as  no  case,  under  the  provision  of 
the  Book,  page  71,  section  ii.,  paragraph  5 :  "  When  a  process  is 
entered  at  the  instance  of  a  person  or  persons  undertaking  to  furnish 
the  proof,  such  person  or  persons  shall  present  to  the  judicatory  a 
written  statement  containing  the  charge,  the  time  and  place  of  the 
offence,  and  the  names  of  all  the  witnesses.  Then,  the  judicatory,  if 
it  judges  the  charge  censurable,  and  the  circumstances  of  time,  etc.,  suffi- 
cient, shall  put  into  the  form  of  libel,"  etc.  But  we  were  defeated  in 
the  attempt,  some  brethren  thinking  that  it  is  far  better  to  let  the  five 
opposing  Geneva  elders  have  a  case  against  the  pastor,  and  let  this 
opposition  produce  their  evidence  and  let  the  presbytery  decide,  subject 
to  appeal  to  Synod.  These,  with  those  in  favor  of  prosecution,  turned 
the  scale.     Time  will  tell  what  tends  most  to  the  welfare,  peace  aiul 

unity  of  our  church. 

♦ 

The  South  is  passing  through  the  conflicts  that  must  needs  come 
to  her.  The  North  had  them  to  meet.  The  evil  and  the  good  are 
contending.  Louisiana  got  rid  of  the  lottery  that  disgraced  it ;  New 
Orleans  and  Jacksonville  have  had  brutal  prize  fights;  Atlanta  opened 
up  the  Exposition  in  September,  but  the  concession  for  a  bull  fight 
aroused  a  protest  that  annulled  it ;  Texas  and  Arkansas  have  driven 
the  prize  fighters  out  of  their  bounds.  Yet  now  Florida  has  passed  a 
law  making  it  a  penal  offence  to  educate  white  and  black  children  to- 
gether, while  a  man,  Sheats,  the  school  superintendent,  is  ready  to 
execute  it!  On  the  other  hand,  a  colored  man,  B.  T.  Washington, 
president  of  the  Tuskegee  Institute,  was  invited  to  take  part  in  the 
opening  exercises  of  the  Atlanta  Exposition,  and  his  address  sur- 
prised the  people  in  its  wisdom  and  grasp. 

m 

The  following  is  given  out  by  the  officers  of  The  Evangelical 
Alliance.  The  National  Reform  Association  has  its  necessity  in  press- 
ing the  religious  amendment  to  the  United  States  Constitution.  Other 
organizations  are  pressing  the  special  reforms,  but  this  is  its  special 
claim  upon  the  church  : 

"  It  is  the  purpose  of  the  Evangelical  Alliance  for  the  United 
States  to  extend  its  work  by  the  organization  of  local  branches  of  the 
alliance  in  the  cities  and  towns  throughout  the  country,  with  the  object 
of  promoting  the  interests  for  which  the  parent  organization  was 
formed. 

u  The  constitution  to  be  adopted  by  the  local  alliances  has  been  pre- 
pared, and  in  its  definition  of  the  objects  of  the  organization  is  the 
following:  'The  alliance  shall  stand  in  the  name  of  Christ  on  the 
side  of  practical  religion,  good  citizenship,  enforcement  of  law,  pro- 
motion of  sobriety,  the  prevention  of  cruelty,  the  alleviation  of  suffer- 
ing, the  correction  of  injustice,  the  rescue  of  the  unfortunate,  the  refor- 
mation of  the  depraved,  and  for  such  kindred  ends  as  pertain  to  the 
true  social  mission  of  the  church.  In  the  furtherance  of  such  objects 
it  is  distinctly  declared  tViat  tW  sXYva^ofe  ^aa\\  \afc  %&&\h^»  to  exercise 
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ecclesiastical  or  administrative  authority  over  the  allied  churches.  It 
shall  be  the  servant  of  the  churches,  recommending  such  united  action 
as  it  deems  most  wise.  It  shall  be  a  purely  voluntary  association, 
which  leaves  the  churches,  with  all  their  diverging  views  of  doctrine 
and  polity,  absolutely  unsolicited  either  to  worship  or  to  fellowship, 
which  would  contradict  their  independent  convictions.  Nor  shall  it 
lay  the  churches  under  any  financial  obligations/  " 


y  » 


The  increase  in  the  seminary  class  is  a  matter  of  great  thankful- 
ness. There  are  vacancies  that  sadly  need  pastoral  care,  and  they  can 
entertain  the  hope  of  soon  seeing  the  face  of  the  under-shepherd. 
There  are  several  places  in  the  church  where  judicious  grouping  of 
two  vacancies  would  give  a  self-supporting  field.  All  these  matters 
should  be  carefully  studied.  The  home  field  must  not  be  neglected. 
There  should  be  a  longing  for  pastoral  care  and  no  settling  down  to 
dependency  on  supplies,  when  a  pastor  can  possibly  be  secured.    W. 


m  0  —  » 


J 


TEMS, 


Messrs.  McBurney  and  Robb  are  due  at  Hong  Kong  on  Decem- 
ber 7th.  

The  czar  of  Russia  has  sanctioned  the  attachment  of  125  Chinese 
officers  to  the  Russian  army  for  a  period  of  three  years,  and  the  admis- 
sion of  fifty  others  to  Russian  military  schools. 

Rev.  R.  J.  Dodds  has  gone  back  to  Mersine  from  Cyprus.  A 
physician  has  been  appointed.  The  Board  desires  a  minister  as  his 
associate.  The  secretary,  Dr.  Soraraerville's  address  is  353  West 
Fifty-seventh  street,  New  York. 

The  United  Presbyterian  of  August  8th  says :  "According  to  our 
church  statistics,  published  in  the  Assembly's  Minutes,  there  were 
10,455  removals  and  5,857  members  received  by  certificate.  It  thus 
appears  that  4,598  represents  the  loss  by  suspensions,  lapses  and  dis- 
missions to  other  churches.  In  these  ways  this  large  number  has 
been  lost  to  the  church.     Why  this  large  loss  ?  " 

Communion  was  held  at  Londonderry  on  the  third  Sabbath  of 
August,  assisted  by  R.  M.  Blackwood.  The  congregation  were  highly 
pleased  and  edified,  as  he  had  grown  up  among  them  and  had  a  large 
circle  of  relations  and  friends  both  in  the  church  and  out  of  it;  and 
he  acquitted  himself  to  the  satisfaction  of*  all. 

And  also  at  Middle  Wheeling  on  the  second  Sabbath  of  October, 
assisted  by  Rev.  Mr.  Easson,  returned  missionary.  Mr.  Easson's 
sermons  were  able  and  well  arranged.  Sabbath  evening  he  delivered  a 
lecture  on  Testimony  Bearing  to  a  large  and  attentive  audience  in  the 
U.  P.  church,  in  which  our  position  was  well  maintained. 

P.  H.  Wyla^,  Pastor  • 
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Rev.  Dr.  Robert  Watts,  professor  of  systematic  theology  in  the 
Assembly's  College,  Ireland,  died  July  26, 1895.  He  was  born  July 
20,  1820,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1848,  and  graduated  at 
Princeton  Theological  Seminary.  He  was  a  pastor  in  Philadelphia 
from  1853  to  1863,  when  he  returned  to  Ireland.  In  1868  he  became 
professor  in  place  of  Dr.  Edgar,  deceased.  Dr.  Watts  was  a  staunch 
defender  of  the  faith. 

The  communion  services  of  Oil  Creek  congregation  were  held  on 
October,  1st  Sabbath.  It  was  a  very  pleasant  communion.  The 
weather  was  beautiful.  Preparation  Sabbath  was  observed  by  preach- 
ing and  an  interesting  prayer- meeting ;  the  rest  of  the  week  was  spent 
in  family  visitation,  prayer-meeting  and  preaching.  These  exercises 
prepared  the  way  for  spiritual  nourishment  and  enjoyment  on  com- 
munion Sabbath.  Several  expressed  themselves  as  being  sorry  that 
the  meetings  could  not  have  continued  longer.  The  congregation  and 
pastor  are  harmonious  and  prosperous  in  their  work. 

R.  M.  Blackwood. 

The  descendants  of  the  Church  of  Holland,  of  the  English  Puri- 
tans, and  of  the  Presbyterians  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  were 
numerous  in  the  United  States.  It  was  thought  proper  to  use  means 
for  uniting  them. 

The  forms  of  national  policy  are  very  apt  to  warp  the  judgment  of 
the  best  men.  It  is  the  effect  of  human  wisdom ;  and  even  Christian 
ministers  are  prone  to  substitute  the  maxims  of  human  prudence  for 
the  precepts  of  inspiration.  In  America  there  were  now  several  inde- 
pendent States  united  under  a  general  corporation,  which  exercised  a 
general  government  over  the  whole  in  matters  of  common  concern  to 
all ;  and  yet  guaranteed  to  each  its  own  independence  of  every  other 
State  in  the  Union.  In  conformity  to  this  plan,  it  was  expected  that 
churches  retaining  their  peculiar  habits  and  prejudices,  might  be  pre- 
served distinct  bodies,  and  yet  united  by  certain  general  regulations 
which  should  be  obligatory  on  all  these  denominations.  This  plan 
would  have  subverted  the  form  of  church  government  established  in 
divine  revelation. — Historical  View  of  the  Church,  in  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Testimony,  page  98. 

New  York  Presbytery. — The  fall  meeting  was  held  in  the  2d 
New  York  church,  October  29th.  The  usual  routine  business  was 
transacted.  Mr.  Sanderson,  of  Walton  congregation,  now  in  the  sem- 
inary, was  taken  under  the  care  of  presbytery  as  a  student  of  the  first 
year.  Mr.  Theodore  Carlisle,  who  is  now  in  his  second  year  in  Aubnrn 
Theological  Seminary,  was  taken  under  the  care  of  presbytery  as  a 
student  of  the  second  year.  This  action  was  opposed,  and  Mr.  Wallace, 
of  Brooklyn,  gave  notice  of  complaint  to  Synod.  A  complaint  from 
Synod's  Board  of  Trustees  against  the  1st,  now  3d  New  York  congre- 
gation, concerning  a  disputed  rate  of  iuterest  on  mortgage  money  of 
two  years  ago,  was,  because  of  differences  of  understanding,  referred 
back  to  Synod.    Second  "Nft^Wr^  delinquent  in  Travelling  Fund, 
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'93,  was  also  referred  to  Synod.  Rev.  J.  M.  Poster  was  appointed 
home  missionary  agent  and  delegate  to  mission  conference.  Much 
time  was  spent  in  discussing  the  interests  of  weak  congregations. 

There  was  a  presbyterial  conference,  Tuesday  evening,  on  the  sub- 
ject, u  The  mission  and  work  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church 
at  home  and  abroad."  The  attendance  was  not  large,  but  some  inter- 
est was  awakened.  Presbytery  adjourned  to  meet  in  3d  New  York 
church,  on  the  2d  Tuesday  of  May,  1896,  at  10.30. 

The  United  Presbyterian  calls  attention  to  a  practical  matter  in 
missionary  operations:  "Prof.  Meigs,  of  Nanking  College,  in  a  re- 
markable paper  recently  published  at  Shanghai  by  the  American 
press,  gives  his  experience  on  one  feature  of  the  educational  work  in 
foreign  missions — the  boarding  school.  He  declares  that  it  does  not 
pay  to  take  children  of  heathen  parents  as  pupils  in  the  boarding 
schools.  A  few  Christian  boys,  amid  a  crowd  of  heathens,  are  power- 
less. No  boarding  school  is  wise,  until  the  church  is  strong  enough 
to  furnish  a  majority  of  the  pupils.  It  does  not  pay  to  teach  the 
classics  in  the  boarding  schools.  All  that  is  really  required  by  a  pupil 
is  a  respectable  knowledge  of  his  own  literary  language,  and  this  is 
the  most  that  should  be  provided  with  mission  money.  It  does  not 
pay,  under  any  ordinary  circumstances,  to  establish  and  continue  to 
support  free  boarding  schools.  They  tend  to  foster  the  native  aver- 
sion to  work.  Work— manual  labor  of  some  sort — should  be 
insisted  on  in  a  boarding  school.  In  this  way  the  pupils  are  trained 
to  honor  honest  work,  and  at  the  same  time  the  schools  may  be  made 
almost  or  altogether  self-supporting." 

The  Christian  Instructor  has  this  :  "  Dr.  Nevins,  one  of  the  most 
experienced  of  Chinese  missionaries,  referring  to  agencies  employed 
in  bringing  souls  to  the  saving  knowledge  of  Christ  and  to  the  con- 
fession of  his  name,  gave  the  following,  beginning  with  those  which 
seemed  to  have  the  least  effect :  '  Bible  distribution,  tract  distribution, 
preaching  in  chapels,  translation  and  literary  work,  schools,  preaching 
on  missionary  tours,  private  social  intercourse.'  By  the  last  he  seems 
to  have  meant  intercourse  between  Christian  and  heathen  natives,  but 
perhaps  included  the  intercourse  of  missionaries  also  with  the  natives. 
Rev.  D.McIvor,  of  Scotland,  agreed  with  Dr.  Nevins,  and  affirmed 
that  seven-eighths  of  the  conversions  that  occurred  in  the  mission  with 
which  he  was  identified  were  'traceable  to  the  influence  of  native 
Christians — not  recognized  officially  as  evangelists— over  their  heathen 
friends  and  neighbors.'  Dr.  J.  Murray  Mitchell  says  that  '  this  is 
important  testimony ; '  but  adds,  '  It  would  be  rash  to  say  that  it  holds 
universally.  Moreover,  we  must  remember  that  in  almost  every  case 
of  conversion  there  has  been  a  concurrence  of  influence,  and  that  it 
can  hardly  be  traced  to  any  single  cause.'  We  agree  with  Dr.  Mitchell, 
while  at  the  same  time  we  would  emphasize  the  importance  of  indi- 
vidual effort  in  bring  souls  to  Christ  either  in  heathen  or  in  Christian 
lands.  This  was  the  way  in  which  disciples  were  won  in  the  beginning 
of  his  public  ministry,  and  it  has  been  perhaps  t\te  xaraafc.  «q&&r£85r^ 
way  through  all  the  ages  and  in  all  countries." 
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The  Presbyterian  of  September  25th  has  the  following :  "  Our 
reference  last  week  to  the  protest,  publicly  made  by  Rev.  Dr.  Piske, 
an  Episcopal  rector  in  Providence,  K.  I.,  against  the  appointment  of 
Rev.  Dr.  Briggs,  of  Union  Theological  Seminary,  to  read  a  paper  be- 
fore the  Brotherhood  of  St.  Andrew,  at  the  coming  convention,  makes 
another  reference  to  the  subject  necessary.  In  the  Churchman  for 
September  14th,  Mr.  James  L.  Houghteling,  president  of  the  Brother- 
hood of  St.  Andrew,  makes  an  announcement,  the  sum  of  which  is 
given  in  the  following  words.  After  alluding  to  the  indebtedness  of 
the  order  to  the  counsels  of  bishops  and  clergy,  he  says :  *  In  view  of 
the  opinion  of  several  of  these,  that  it  is  unwise  at  the  present  time 
for  any  organization  within  the  church  to  become,  in  any  way,  respon- 
sible for  a  public  and  popular  discussion  of  so  delicate  a  subject  as 
1  Church  Unity/  and  that  the  selection  of  one  of  the  speakers  was  in- 
judicious, as  tending  to  provoke  discord  rather  than  unity,  the  council 
has  decided  to  drop  the  meeting  on  i Church  Unity'  from  the  pro- 
gramme." Evidently  it  has  been  found  that  the  shortest  way  to  mend 
a  mistake  is  to  remove  the  whole  subject  from  the  arena  of  discussion. 
We  think  that  this  is  both  wise  and  brotherly." 

The  Literary  Digest,  of  New  York,  for  October  12th,  has  the  fol- 
lowing under  the  heading,  "Objections  to  Christian  Endeavor:" 
"  While  the  remarkable  growth  of  young  people's  societies  in  the 
church  in  recent  days  is  a  subject  of  congratulation  in  some  quarters, 
where  it  is  regarded  as  a  sure  and  hopeful  sign  of  religious  progress, 
in  other  quarters  it  is  looked  upon  with  a  much  less  degree  of  favor. 
The  young  people's  movement,  in  fact,  bids  fair  to  raise  up  at  no  dis- 
tant day  some  new  and  vexatious  controversies  within  the  churches 
themselves  and  between  the  various  denominations.  Several  of  the 
denominations  have  already  drawn  off  in  large  numbers  from  the 
Christian  Endeavor  movement.  The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
has  already  built  up  a  large  and  flourishing  organization  of  its  own  in 
the  Epworth  League.  The  Baptists  have  done  the  same  in  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Baptist  Young  People's  Union  ;  the  Lutherans  have  a 
Lutheran  League,  and  now  the  Presbyterians  are  proposing  to  round 
up  their  young  people  within  denominational  lines  by  forming  them 
into  Westminster  Leagues.  At  the  Presbyterian  General  Assembly 
in  Pittsburgh  last  spring  a  committee  was  appointed  to  consider  this 
plan  of  formation  and  report  to  the  next  General  Assembly.  Large 
numbers  of  young  people,  however,  in  the  Methodist,  Baptist  and 
Presbyterian  Churches,  as  well  as  in  other  denominations,  are  still 
organized  in  Christian  Endeavor  Societies.  A  foretaste  of  the  troubles 
likely  to  arise  over  this  question  is  afforded  in  the  current  number  of 
The  Quarterly  Register,  where  G.  D.  Mathews,  D.  D.f  general  secre- 
tary of  the  Alliance  of  Reformed  Churches  holding  the  Presbyterian 
system,  speaks  of  the  action  ot  the  Southern  Presbyterians  in  recom- 
mending that  their  young  people  withdraw  from  Christian  Endeavor 
and  form  Westminster  Leagues.  On  this  Dr.  Mathews  says :  '  No 
Presbyterian  can  question  tta  vrisAom  of  this  action ;  the  charity  and 
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undenotuinatioDalism  of  many  of  oar  co-religionists  often  working 
great  loss  to  their  own  church.  We  believe  in  Christian  charity  and 
in  Christian  co-oj)eration,  but  we  also  believe  very  emphatically  in 
building  up  our  own  church  as  the  method  best  for  us  of  spreading 
the  Kingdom  of  the  Master.  Our  convictions  on  this  subject  are  so 
strong  as  to  lead  us  to  look  without  very  extraordinary  interest  on 
what  are  called  undenominational  or  interdenominational  societies, 
such  as  a  matter  of  fact  being  simply  denominations  under  another 
name.  It  is  true  they  have  neither  the  name  or  the  form  of  a  church  ; 
they  repudiate  the  very  \vord,  but  all  the  same  they  are  dominated  by 
the  most  exclusive  denominational  spirit,  while  drawing  their  support 
and  their  supplies  from  the  church  organizations  around  them.' " 
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LESSON   IX.— December  1. 

DAVID  ANOINTED  KING.-I.  Samuel  16 : 1-13. 

Golden  Text  :  Man  looketh  mi  tfie  outward  appearancey  but  the 
Lord  hoheth  on  the  heart. — I.  Samuel  16:7. 

Saul  had  been  rejected.  The  Lord  had  selected  David,  the  son  of 
Jesse ;  and  Samuel  was  commissioned  to  anoint  him.  When  Samuel 
was  at  ^  loss  how  to  proceed,  God  directed  him  to  go  to  the  house  of  Jesse 
and  conduct  religious  service;  and  then  anoint  the  chosen  one.  This 
latter  Set  was  not  to  be  published  in  Bethlehem.  Saul  was  yet  king, 
and  God  would  bring  abaut  the  crowning  of  David  in  his  own  time. 
The  purpose  of  God  made  known  to  man  is  no  warrant  for  means 
which  he  forbids. 

The  choice  was  God's,  and  the  youngest  of  eight  sons  was  chosen. 
The  eldest  son  outwardly  appeared  more  likely  to  be  chosen,  but  he 
was  passed  by.  The  Golden  Text  gives  the  reason.  God  often 
shows  himself  to  be  God  by  passing  over  man's  choice,  and  making 
his  own.  So  in  the  choice  of  means  to  save  us.  The  Messiah  came 
as  a  root  out  of  dry  ground.  The  gospel  is  foolishness  to  men,  but  the 
power  and  wisdom  of  God  to  them  that  believe,  I.  Cor.  1 :  26-31. 

Psalms  80  :  1-3  ;  78  :  70-72. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  70.      Which  is  the  seventh  commandment  ? 

Ans.     The   seventh   commandment  is,    Thou   shalt   not   commit 

adultery. 

• 

L,  ESS  ON   X.— December  8. 
DAVID  AND  G0LIATH.-I.  Samuel  17:  38-51. 

Golden  Text  :     The  battle  is  the  Lord's. — I.  Samuel  17  :  47. 

The  Golden  Text  is  the  centre  of  the  lesson,  the  battle  is  the  Lord's. 
David  discarded  the  heavy  armor  which  Saul  furnished  him.  He 
took  a  sling  with  five  smooth  stones  from  the  brook.     Hem&ttib& 
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arrogant  giant,  whose  streugth  lay  in  brute  force,  and  confronted  him 
in  confidence  in  God,  strengthened  by  experience  of  deliverance. 
He  is  calm,  clear  sighted,  and  sees  in  the  occasion  a  work  to  be  done 
for  God  and  his  cause  on  earth.  The  victory  given  is  of  God,  and 
for  God.  .• 

There  are  giant  evils  confronting  the  church  tp-day— the  liquor 
traffic,  the  social  evil,  the  "  Sunday "  press*-  corruption  in  politics, 
secret  societies,  national  impiety.  They  loom  up  and  cower  even  the 
churches. 

God  raises  up  champions  for  his  cause — in 'many  cases  those  who  to 
the  eye  of  man  are  but  as  striplings,  and  poorly  equipped. 

The  victory  will  come  for  the  battle  is  the  Lord  s,  and  he  shall 
have  the  praise. 

Psalms  27 :  1-3  ;  3  :  1-6. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  71.      What  is  required  in  the  seventh  commandment  ? 
Ans.     The  seventh  commandment  requireth  the  preservation  of 
our  own  and  our  neighbor's  chastity,  in  heart,  speech,  and  behavior. 


LESSON  XI.— December  15. 

DAVID  AND  JONATHAN.-!.  8amuel  20:  39-42. 

Golden  Text  :  There  is  a  Friend  that  sticketh  closer  than  a 
brother. — Proverbs  18  :  24. 

Jonathan  was  a  friend  of  David  from  their  first  meeting,  won  by 
the  character  of  David.  Saul,  his  father,  became  jealous  of  ^avid, 
from  the  time  of  his  victory  over  Goliath  when  the  women  of  Israel 
had  praised  him  beyond  Saul.  I.  Samuel  18  :  1-9.  Jonathan  still 
clung  to  David.  They  were  in  covenant.  This  lesson  tells  of  Saul's 
outburst  of  rage  when  Jonathan  pleaded  for  David  at  his  father's 
table ;  and  of  Jonathan's  apprising  David  of  his  fathers  intentions 
in  a  way  agreed  upon  between  them.  They  then  parted,  after  a 
loving  farewell. 

Envy  and  hatred  are  a  consuming  fire. 

There  are  friendships  on  earth  stronger  than  those  of  blood — 
formed  in  Christ. 

Christ  is  the  best  of  all  friends  in  what  he  has  borue  and  suffered, 
and  the  deliverance  he  has  wrought  for  his  people. 

Psalms  15:  1-3;  71  :  22-24. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  72.      What  -is  forbidden  in  the  seventh  commandment? 
Ans.     The  seventh  commandment  forbiddeth  all  unchaste  thoughts, 
words,  and  actions. 

LESSOX    XII.— December    22. 

The  influence  of  the  ritual  spirit  is  seen  in  the  International  Coai- 
mittee,  in  that  the  Old  Testament  history  is  interrupted  here  bv  a 
Christmas   lesson,  Luke  2  :  8-20,  The  Birth  of  Christ,  with  the 


.** 


v.    1*95.] 


Bible  Lessons. 


363 


Golden  Text,  Behold,  I  bring  you  good  tidings  of  great  joy,  Luke 
2  :  10 ;  whereas  the  Christian  world  well  knows  that  December  25th 
is  not  known  to  be  the  date  of  Christ's  birth,  and  was  fixed  as  a 
church  festival  centuries  after  his  death,  having  been  a  heathen  festi- 
val, the  Saturnalia  of  the  close  of  the  year.  No  good  can  come  of 
such  will-worship.  The  Sabbath  has  suffered  most  of  all  from  the 
observers  of  man-made  festival  days.  This  is  the  one  great  institu- 
tion, to  commemorate  the  old  and  the  new  creation,  the  old  by  the 
period  of  time,  the  new  in  the  observance  of  the  first  day  of  the 
week,  when  Jesus  rose  from  the  dead.     All  gathers  in  this  event. 

We  would  recommend  the  continuous  study  of  the  Old  Testament 
lessons,  e.  g.9  David  and  Saul,  I.  Samuel  24 :  9-22,  where  we  have 
David's  self  vindication,  verses  9-15 ;  and  Saul's  confession  to  David, 
verses  15-22,  a  fruitful  lesson.     Matt.  5:  40  :  Love  your  enemies. 

Psalms  7:  8-11 ;  94  :  20-23. 

shorter  catechism. 

Ques.  73.      Which  is  the  eighth  commandment  f 
n  Ans.     The  eighth  commandment  is,  Thou  shalt  not  steal. 


LESSON   XIII.— December  29. 

RKVIEW. -Studios  in  Jewish  History,  Etc. 


TITLES. 


1. 


leof  the  Judges 


•  \a    *?  TViumph  of  Gideon 


Choice. 


Mr.  bild  Samuel. 

.  1  the  Judge. 

yi.  Saul  Chosen  King. 

.  vn.  Saul  Rejected 


.  viii.  The  Woes  of    Intern 
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ix.  David  Anointed  King. . 
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m  J  x.  David  and  Goliath. . . . 

a; 

■v   xi.  David  and  Jonathan... 

c 
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Judges  2: 1-18, 16 
Judges  7: 13-23. 
Ruth  1:14-22 

I.  Sam.  3: 113.. 

j 
I.  Sam.  7:  5-15. .  I 

I.  Sam.  10 :  17-27 

I.  Sam.15 :  10-23. 

Isaiah  5: 11-23..! 

I.Sam.  16:113. 

I.  Sam.  17:38-51 
I.  Sam.  20  :  32-42 


GOLDEN  TEXT. 

The    Lord    raised  up  judges, 

which      delivered     them. — 

Judges  2 :  16. 
Though  a  host  should  encamp 

against  me,  my  heart  shall 

not  fear.— Psalm  27 :  3. 
Thy  people  shall  be  my  people, 

and  thy  God  my  God. — Ruth 

1:16. 
Speak,  Lord,;    for  thy  servant 

heareth — I.  Samuel  3:  9. 
Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped 

us. — I.  Samuel  7  :  12. 
The   Lord    reigneth ;    let    the 

earth  rejoice. — Psalm  97 :  1. 
To  obey  is  better  than  sacrifice. 

I.  Samuel  15:  22.. 
Woe  unto  them  that  rise  up 

early  in  the  morning,   that 

they  may  follow  strong  drink . 

Isaiah  5:  11. 
Man  looketh   on  the  outward 

appearance,    but   the    Lord 

looketh    on    the    heart. — I. 

Samuel  16:  7. 
The  battle  is  the    Lord's.— I. 

Samuel  17:  47. 
There  is  a  Friend  that  sticketh 

closer  than  a  brother. — Pro- 
verbs 18 :  24. 


Psalms  90  :  1,  2  ;  92  ;  22,  23. 


—Register  of  Baptism*. — Obituaries. 
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SHORTER  CATECHISM. 
ty'-flttt  w  required  in  the  eighth  commandment? 
;  ;:.■:    !i   commandment  requireth   the  lawful  pi-ocnnu;; 
"'Tie  wealth  ami  outward  estate  of  ourselves  am!  other*. 


M.ARKJAOES. 


Br  Rev.  T.  P.  Robb,  assisted  by  Rev.  0.  D.  Trumbull,  D.  D..  on  August  14, 
1895,  »t  the  homo  of  Uic  brido'H  parents,  Mr.  and  Mm.  J.  W.Baird,  Mr.  J.  T. 

Oahithkiw  and  Miss  Mixnie  I,.  Uaihd. 


Register^  of     3aptisms. 


Rklph  WltlKHi  Snair.  .. 
Jntle  Mjiy  snnir ! 


JalTUARIES. 


Wim.tam  Jamison  MacClkmiikt  departed  this  litis  JcneO,  1P95,  aged  7  ars. 
ft  months  and  20  dnys.     Mr.  MaoUloiuout  was  a  native  »f  Ireland,  w  lit 

became  connected  with  the  Prcsbylcrinn  Church,  and  in  which  he,  at  a  .iriy 
nge,  was  called  tu  extreme  the  olnee  of  ruling  elder.  He  ctuisirateu  r«  this  imii. 
try  and  settled  in  Des  Moines  tonnlj,  Iowa,  in  tlie  spring  of  13114.  Ho  eonnecie.l 
liimselfmit.il  Reformed  rrcsbvtorian  cim-rejiati'.not'I.hidUrovi',  mid  was  eleelt'il 
it  member  of  sessions,  in  whinh  (Mpiiciiy  Im  ^rvud  until  Uo  united  will-  the  c-ii- 
Krogalmn  of  Sharon.  IIU  last  illness  was  short  but  severe.  He  habitually  lived 
near  to  Owl,  and  was  not  surprised  when  the  summons  came. 

T.  P.  Bonn 

The  ladies  of  thu  Missionary  Society  of  Hear  Ilnti,  would  record  tlie  death  of 
our  young  friend,  with  great  sorrow  of  heart  fur  parents  and  brothers  and  sisteii 
wim  are  bereft  of  n  dniiful  son  and  liiviii;:  linnhw.  but.  iheyd.i  not  sorrow  as  they 
who  havo  no  hope  of  a  iUoilihis  irsuiree.i ion.  David  R.  U.  Hbmbisos  was  U>ni 
March  16.  IMT'i,  and  was  killed  iw-taully  while  starting  a  pile  oi  toys  in  Pear 
Run.  He  was  the  third  sun  of  Adam  and  Isabella  A.  ilerbiMii.  He  was  an 
active  member  in  the  church,  joined  when  very  young.  It  is  a  remarkable  warn- 
ing to  ns  all.  In  the  midst  of  life  wo  are  in  death.  We  sincerely  sympathize 
with  the  family  and  commend  them  to  Uitd  and  to  his  promisee  in  bis  wor.l. 
Blessed  are  they  that  havo  their  lamps  trimmed  and  burning  when  the  bride- 
groom cometb.  Mahsrkt  Beckett,  Prm. 
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